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Popular Mandate

for Secession

While the Liberation Tigers were
engaged in organising and develop-
ing their politico-military structure,
unprecedented events of great his-
torical significance began to unfold
in the Tamil political domain. State
oppression against the Tamil people
deepened and became intolerable.
Conciliation and co-existence between
the Tamil and Sinhala nations were no
longer possible. [...]

The General Election of July 1977
was a crucial testing ground for the
secessionist cause of the Tamil United
Liberation Front. The TULF asked for
a clear mandate from the Tamil people
to wage a national struggle for politi-
cal independence [...].

In reference to the Tamil national
question, the verdict at the elections
was particularly critical. The elections

were fought precisely on a mandate to

create an independent Tamil state.

The Tamil people voted overwhelm-
ingly in favour of the mandate electing
17 TULF candidates in the north-
east. Thus, the results of the elections
placed a serious, irrevocable commit-
ment on the shoulders of the TULF
leadership to take concrete steps to
establish an independent Tamil state.
But the Tamil Parliamentary leaders
had neither political vision nor a prag-
matic strategy to achieve the goal for
which they were elected. They clung
to their Parliamentary seats and failed
to take any meaningful steps towards
the path of political independence.

- Anton Balasingham, War and
Peace, 2004

What would have happened if the
TULF had the guts and the politi-
cal wisdom to convene the prom-
ised Tamil constituent assembly
of the M.Ps of the Northern and
Eastern Provinces elected at the 1977
General Election to match Sirimavo
Bandaranaike's Singalese constituent
assembly in the wake of the 1970
General Elections? What would have
happened if this constituent assembly
drafted a constitution for the Tamil
homeland state, pitted it against
Sirimavo Bandaranaike's republican
constitution of 1972, and proclaimed
it as the constitution of the indepen-
dent Tamil state?

To be sure, the TULF would have
been outlawed, and orders issued for
the rounding up and arrest of the
Tamil leaders. The peaceful Tamil
freedom fight would then have started
in real earnest.

Some leaders would have been arrest-
ed, and, perhaps, still be languish-
ing in prisons like Nelson Mandela
of South Africa. Others would have
fled the country to set up liberation
committees or councils in exile in
foreign countries and joined the ranks
of similar organizations in exile like
the African National Congress, the
Palestine Liberation Organization, the
Irish Republican Army, etc. The Tamil

organization in exile might even have
made a successful attempt to obtain
observer status in the United Nations
Organization like the one accorded to
the P.L.O.

Those who may be inclined to talk
law may be interested to know that
but for the illegitimate government's
control of the Army and defence forc-
es Sirimavo Bandaranaike's constitu-
ent assembly would have been in no
different position from that of the
Tamil constituent assembly.

If the Singhalese sector of the popula-
tion had an inherent right to disown
a lawfully enacted but British-given
Constitution and give themselves
an autochthonous constitution, the
Tamils had an equally inherent right
to give themselves a self-governing
constitution in the exercise of their
inherent right of self-determination.

If Sirimavo Bandaranaike's republican
constitution had any claims to validity,
so would have been the constitution
pro-claimed by the Tamil constituent
assembly for their homeland state. If
the constitution of the Tamils would
have been illegal, equally illegal is
her republican constitution of 1972.

V. Navaratnam, The Fall and Rise
of Tamil Nation, 1991
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War Crimes in Sri Lanka
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The Tamil Diaspora has been
calling for war crimes charg-
es to be brought against the
Rajapakse regime since it insti-
gated its relentless upsurge
against the Tamil people under
the pretext of eradicating terror-

ism in the island of Sri Lanka.

The war renowned as the “War
Without Witness” would have
remained so if it was not for
the persistence and determi-
nation of the Tamil Diaspora,
brave voices of dissent from
Sri Lanka and some very fear-
less international journalists.
Although these efforts could
not stop the bloodshed that pre-
vailed, soon after the war finally
came to end in May 2009 calls
for an independent probe into
war crimes and crimes against
humanity, by both sides during
the final stages of the conflict,
resonated from the international
community.

As Sri Lanka’s genocidal war on
Tamils intensified over the last
months preceding May 2009,
international  organisations
continuously underplayed the
figures within the ‘Safe Zone’
and the number of casualties,
leaving Tamils not knowing the
fate of their families. The offi-
cial Government Agent reports
submitted to the authorities in
March 2009 stated over 330,000
civilians were in the Vanni.
When these civilians were then
incarcerated in barbed-wire
camps the estimates ranged
from 280,000-300,000 indicat-
ing that the casualties of the war

could be greater than the 20,000

that The Times had reported.

Protection against atrocities
such as genocide, large scale
massacres, torture, arbitrary
arrest, unlawful detention,
enforced disappearance, extra-
judicial killing and rape, starts
with information collection to

substantiate the claims.

All of these civilians caught in
the conflict must be accounted
for and for these reasons the
Tamil Diaspora coordinated the
war victim registration project
to collate data to be used to
lobby the respective authorities,
speed up the remedial process
and seek measures to end the
culture that perpetrates these
evils with impunity.

A US State Department report
on possible violations of the
laws of war in Sri Lanka was
made public on October 22,
2009 detailing violations of the
laws of war committed by both
warring parties from January
through May 2009.

“The government of Sri Lanka
(GoSL) is complicit in almost all
the acts listed in the Rome stat-
ute of the international criminal
court in its definition of crimes
against humanity, according to
evidence in a report published
by the US state department for
Congress on 22 October. The
report highlights deaths due to
starvation as a result of the
government's restriction of
supplies. It also indicates that
the supply of medicines to the
injured, disabled and sick was
restricted. None were spared.

Satellite images show hospitals
being targeted, and there are
images which indicate heavy
weapon usage, aerial bombing
and cluster bombs. Eyewitness
accounts outline the targeting of
civilian areas and surrendering
unarmed combatants being shot
in cold blood. Video evidence
shows alleged military execu-
tions of young naked men.”
— Suren Surendiran, British
Tamils Forum, Guardian UK,
26 Oct 2009

The Sri Lankan regime contin-
ued to reject any kind of inde-
pendent probe and eventually
succumbed to proposing the
appointment of a committee of
experts to examine the allega-
tions made against the military.

“Only an independent interna-
tional investigation will uncov-
er the truth about this brutal
war and ensure justice for the
victims. The UN and US should
not play along with the gov-
ernment's pretence that it will
conduct its own investigation.
Since independence in 1948,
Sri Lanka has established nine
presidential commissions and
various other bodies tasked
with investigating allegations
of human rights violations.

None of the commissions have
produced significant results,
either in providing new infor-
mation or leading to prosecu-
tions.” — Brad Adams, Asia
director, Human Rights Watch,
27 Oct 2009

Video footage showing Sri
Lankan soldiers executing
bound, blindfolded and naked
Tamil men caused much fury
when it emerged in August. An
investigation commissioned for
the United Nations by UN's
Special Rapporteur Philip
Alston has concluded that the
video broadcast on Channel 4
News “appears to be authentic”
and following examination of
the video frame-by-frame, the
appointed group of experts said
they could find no evidence that
the video was a fake. This has
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renewed international calls for
an independent investigation
into the war crimes allegations
against the Sri Lankan govern-
ment.

Earlier this month, the French
government announced that it
would set up a special judicial
unit to investigate and bring
charges against people accused
of genocide, war crimes or
crimes against humanity in
France or abroad. As long
as there is some connection
between France and the alleged
crime, such as involvement of a
French citizen or the presence
of those accused on French
soil, the legislation in France
allows prosecution for crimes
committed outside France. "As
the homeland of human rights,
France will never be a sanctu-
ary for the authors of genocide,
war crimes or crimes against
humanity," Foreign Minister
Bernard Kouchner and Justice
Minister Michéle Alliot-Marie
said in a joint statement pub-
lished in Le Monde newspaper.

In another effort, Irish Forum
for Peace in Sri Lanka (IFPSL)
organised for a hearing to be
held under the auspices of the
Permanent People's Tribunal
(PPT) to investigate allega-
tions that the Government of
Sri Lanka (GoSL) and its armed
forces committed war crimes
and crimes against humanity
during its final phase of the war
with the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE). The PPT
is a tribunal of international
opinion independent of State
authorities. It examines and pro-
vides judgements on violations
of human rights and the rights
of peoples. The PPT has exam-
ined the cases of Tibet, Western
Sahara, Argentina, Eritrea,
the Philippines, El Salvador,
Afghanistan, East Timor, Zaire,
Guatemala, the
Genocide, the intervention of
the United States in Nicaragua,
the Brazilian Amazon, and oth-
ers.

Armenian

The People’s Tribunal on the
war in Sri Lanka was conducted
with an independent commis-
sion of ten eminent jurists, with
vast experience in the field of

human rights and in matters
of justice, at Trinity College
Dublin, Ireland, on 14th and
15th of January 2010. Ireland
was chosen for its historical
status as a post-colonial nation,
the success of the Northern
Ireland peace process, and its
traditional policy of neutrality.
Eye witnesses included sev-
eral escapees from the final
week of Sri Lanka’s offensive
"No Fire
Zone" where more than 20,000

in the Mullaitivu

Tamil civilians were allegedly
slaughtered by Sri Lanka Army
(SLA) training heavy weapons
on them. Video footage was
also presented portraying the
use of heavy artillery and phos-
phorous munitions and of the
continuous violation of human
rights by military activity.

The preliminary findings of the
Peoples Tribunal on the war in
Sri Lanka and its aftermath were
announced in a Press Release
on 16th January concluding:

e That the Sri Lankan
Government is guilty of war
crimes

e That the Sri Lankan

Government is guilty of crimes
against humanity

» That the charge of genocide
requires further investigation

* That the
Community, particularly the
UK and USA, share responsi-
bility for the breakdown of the
peace process.

International

The efforts up to now have gath-
ered considerable support for an
international independent probe
into war crimes in Sri Lanka,
but it is important to continue
until the perpetrators of this
unimaginable loss suffered by
the community are brought to
justice. Whist it appears that
justice for atrocities such as
Genocide and crimes against
humanity are taking greater
precedence on the world stage,
the Tamil Diaspora must not
become complacent and should
keep raising their voices to
ensure that Sri Lanka’s war
criminals are not overlooked on
the global agenda.
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Referendum Among

Tamil Diaspora

Q. what is Vaddukkoaddai
resolution (VKR) OF 1976?

A. After a continued democrat-
ic struggle (in the non-violent
Gandhian style) for over 30
years, the Sri Lankan Tamils
could never achieve anything-
even their basic rights politi-
cally from the racist Sinhala
Buddhist governments, since
independence. This led the
Tamil politicians under the
distinguished leadership of
S.J.V.Chelvanayagam Q.C. to
formulate and declare the poli-
cies of the Tamil parties and its
people, during the conference
at Vaddukkodai in 1976. It was
pronounced that a state — Tamil
Eelam with full independence
and sovereignty, is the only
solution in order to achieve the
Tamils-aspirations.

Q. Why is this decision politi-
cally important?

A. After serious research and
analysis, S.J.V.Chelvanayagam
had to formulate a motion which
could encompass the Tamil
sovereignty, Tamil nationhood,
independant statehood, rever-
sion to sovereignty, protection
against genocide and right to
self determination as comment-
ed by Professor A.J.Wilson.

Q. Why is VKR unique and
special?

A. It is a resolution which

achieved its validity immedi-
ately in the following election
in 1977, which was contested
on this principle being placed
before the Tamil speaking peo-
ple (in the form of a referen-
dum) and was given the mas-
sive mandate.

However, after the Prevention
of Terrorism Act 1977 and the
Sixth Amendement in 1983,
any future proposal on Tamil
Eelam was deemed illegal and
hence all the avenues of taking
up the Tamil’s aspiration were
blocked — which left the VKR
as the first and the last move the
Tamils could aspire politically.

Q. How else is the VKR
important?

1. Only during the 1977 elec-
tions, Tamils could vote freely
without any intimidation by
the Sri Lankan Army, major
displacements and exodus
of Tamils. This was the only
election after the Sri Lankan
Republican Constitution was
passed in 1972, so that by this
election, the Tamil people dem-
onstrated how they rejected the
unitary Sinhala constitution as

illegal and anti-national.

2. It also endorses the rights
and claims which the Tamil
Diaspora would have over
Tamil Eelam.

3. It formed the basis all future
liberation struggles based on
these goals. It induced the Tamil
youth to launch their own strug-
gle until they reached their goal
of Tamil Eelam.

4. It demanded the TULF to
formulate a programme in order
to continue towards this strug-
gle.

5. Unfortunately, the Tamil pol-
iticians (After S.J.V.C’s death)
could not fulfil their pledge,
which made the Tamil youth
disenchanted and frustrated.
Thus, they decided to take up

the “Military Option” against
the Sri Lankan government.

6. VKR convinced the Tamils
that there was a cultural geno-
cide along with colonisation,
the concepts of which were not
properly grasped (or pretended
not to be grasped) by some
Tamils even today. That is the
reason why they officially and
legally rejected the unitary S.L.
Constitution by voting for VKR
in 1977 democratically.

7. VKR exposes the Sinhala
Buddhists hegemony over the
Tamils after the British rule.

Today, the Tamil Diaspora, who
are demanding justice from the
International Community (IC)
and pricking their conscience
after the genocidal war (Fourth
Eelam War), can now imagine
how significant the VKR was,
even though it was elected 34
years ago. In short, VKR is
not just a milestone in Eelam
Tamils’ history, but a mandate
for the liberation of Tamils
(with enormous sacrifice) from
not only their enemies, but also
other forces.

As it is, the SLG is continu-
ing with the propaganda that
after the collapse of the war at
Mullivaikaal, the Eelam Tamils
have abandoned their goals of
Tamil Eelam (as spelt out in the
VKR) and no more interested
in VKR.

Q. VKR is 34 years old. So
many events have taken place
after this. And we are tired
and exhausted. Should we
renew this mandate, starting
from square one?

A. 1. There is a myth amongst
the International Community
that all the problems of Eelam
Tamils can be contained in the
13th amendment.

2. The IC looks at the Tamil
position as post conflict or post
LTTE after the Mavillaru deba-
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cle. But now they have to look
at the problem as “Post Sri
Lanka” instead.

3. Traditionally, the west-
ern countries have the system
whereby they reiterated and
reconfirmed their policies by
referendums from time to time.
Hence this referendum will
enhance the credibility of our

demand.

4. This referendum will help to
educate the present generation,
who may not be acquainted
with the politics or history of
their earlier generations in Sri
Lanka.

5. This referendum will send
a tough message to those who
may try to distract our national
goal, particularly after a geno-
cidal war.

6. After many decades, those
born after 1959, will have an
opportunity to express their
democratic view on Tamil
Eelam only now.

7. It has to be emphasized that
all other attempts of politi-
cal solutions ( forced by for-
eign elements) initiated from
Thimpu to Oslo are only based
in self determination, where as
its only Tamil Eelam the sole
aspiration of Eelam Tamil.

Q. Do you think that the IC
Who were never
when a genocide took place at
Mu’l’livaaykkaal with tens of
thousands of death, will ever
worry about this referendum ?

worried

A. At the time of the Vanni

war, the IC had the lame excuse
that SLG was fighting a war
on terrorism. But, now, since
SLG itself has openly declared
that they have routed terrorism,
the IC cannot use this excuse
anymore. Also, the IC are now
in a position “to realize” that
the SLG has committed war
crimes, human rights violations
and genocide against “its own
people”. Hence on the basics of
the UN chapter (like the situ-
ation in KOSOVO), the claim
for the Tamil Eelam has gained
legitimacy. The recent decision
in Dublin on human right viola-
tions, as well as the resolve by
France to initiate legal proceed-
ings against genocide etc, all
indicate the changing attitude
of IC. According to the prov-
erb “Make the hay, when the
sun shines”, this is the time for
Tamils to win their rights.

Q. Do VKR, TGTE or Peoples
Committee all have the same
agenda or are they different?

A. VKR forms the base for all
of them. But, these three insti-
tutions will work in a way most
appropriate to them, in order
to achieve the goal of Tamil
Eelam without conflict amongst
themselves.

Q. Will this referendum reaf-
firm every clause in VKR?

A. The referendum will reaf-
firm the fundamental principles
that an independent sovereign
Tamil Eelam is the only solu-
tion for the Tamils in the Tamil
Eelam areas (North & East of
Sri Lanka)

On 14 May 1976, various
organisations representing
the Ceylon Tamils, the Indian
Tamils and the Tamil speaking
Muslims, as well as the leaders
of the Tamil United Liberation
Front, met at Pannakam in
Vaddukoddai, a Tamil constit-
uency in northern Ceylon, and
formed themselves into Tamil

United Liberation Front.

This historic and momentous
meeting was presided over
by Chelvanayakam, by now
regarded as the 'Father' of his
people. Calling itself a con-

vention, the meeting resolved
that "the
reconstruction of the Free,
Sovereign, Secular, Socialist
State of Tamil Eelam based on
the right of self-determination
inherent in every nation has

restoration and

become inevitable in order to
safeguard the very existence
of the Tamil nation in this
country."

- A. J. Wilson. The Break-Up
of Sri Lanka, 1988
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Formation of Local Tamils Forum

What Are Local Tamil Forums?

Five Local Tamil Forums have been established; Brent Tamils Forum, Harrow Tamils
Forum, Ealing Tamils Forum, Hillingdon Tamils Forum and Cambridge Tamils Forum.

The purpose of Local Tamils Forums is to Link the BTF Assembly with local Tamil
community and their representatives, Promote participation in proposals and decisions,
Consider matters of local concern and improve the quality of life of Tamil people.

Who is Involved? What happens at a Local Tamils Forum?

Local Tamils Schools, Religious/spiritual organization, community organizations, sports
and social clubs, local businesses and individuals who agree with BTF mission, vision and
aims/activities can join the Forum. Local Forums encourages women and young people to
become involved with their local Tamil Forums.

Local Tamils Forum will meet regularly and locally in order to address the Tamil Homeland
issues and local Tamil issues.

Who will be in the committee to coordinate the activities?
Each Local Tamils Forum will have the following committee to coordinate its activities.

Constituency coordinator, Lobby coordinator, Mobilisation coordinator, Media coordinator,

2 GiTeabT SHLOLDT CLITMIBAT
Gaieieng Lipestn sopr Cupevey, sGrm solpr Gugevey, mellm sillpr Grenel,
FHedmi_er HLOLpT Ggewey, GadbiiflF Sillpr Gurewer yHi 5 oefeani SHLOLPT

Cueneusar 2 (heUTSHHLI LIL (H&T6Tes.
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Qevenrsgl LFHu S 1_mser QETLiuTer UMhgenTseer (pe  Gomiiiieyib
LiMssmeti  solpr  Gurewes  THGGLD (Pl ayFafled 2 aTeaT  H(BHSIFHET
(LPST  eeUSSFeYLD 2 aTeani Lodhsafles Gpeveusenarijd LITFFenTHNGTILILD Lo
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umsefllieon euyGeummi 2 efeummiGLD.
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Local Tamils Forum Contacts

Brent Tamils Forum — 078 2895 2836
Harrow Tamils Forum — 079 6051 6425
Ealing Tamils Forum — 078 6138 5396
Hillingdon Tamils Forum — 078 3809 7773
Cambridge Tamils Forum — 078 3140 7313

Finance coordinator, Youth affairs coordinator, Women affairs coordinator.

ugtiyeng  Lobby)  epEISenewTLILITETT, D&FET  G(HEISenETLILITETT,
2015  G(BBEIFGOERTLILITGTT, [BF eUhEiISevewtliLmert, (@ewerCumi  aileusmr
Q(BBIFETLILITOTT,  LFHNT  @leuFTT  e(HEIHCRTLILITOTTHEGT — O6UTHATTOIT.

2areapT Sllpr Cugeney OETL_ruTeT Gl aluTmIFHEhs S

Brent Tamils Forum — 078 2895 2836
Harrow Tamils Forum — 079 6051 6425
Ealing Tamils Forum — 078 6138 5396
Hillingdon Tamils Forum — 078 3809 7773
Cambridge Tamils Forum — 078 3140 7313

The Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Hon Keith Simpson address British Tamil Conservatives

Addressing a gathering of British Tamil

Conservatives in Harrow West, the
Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs
said, “if elected, the Conservative gov-
ernment will not only continue the cur-
rent Government's policy towards Sri
Lanka but will also invest more time
and energy that will bring 'real' results"
- so that conflict between Tamil and
Sinhalese communities can be brought
to an end.

On the 13th of January, British Tamil
Conservatives organised a fundraising
Dinner for Dr Rachel Joyce, PPC for
Harrow West. The dinner took place

at The Barn Hotel in Harrow and was
attended by Hon. Keith Simpson, MP
(Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs)
and Hon. Nick Hurd, MP (Shadow
Minster of Charities, Social Enterprise
and Volunteering).

Speaking at the event Hon Keith
Simpson said that he understands what
the current Labour Government is try-
ing to do - to keep the issue in the pub-
lic domain. But Mr Simpson questioned
whether the Labour Government poli-
cies are having a real impact. This is
why investing real time and energy into
old fashioned diplomacy is important,
Mr Simpson said.

Other guests who attended this event
included Mr David Ashton, Councillor
and Leader of the Council,
Lammiman, Cabinet Portfolio Holder
for Community, Richard Almond,
Volunteer Coordinator for Harrow West
and Golsie Simms, Council Candidate
for Roxeth.

Jean

The evening began with a drinks recep-
tion and was followed by a formal
Dinner. The grace was said by Ansela
Peterpillai,
Roxeth. Dinner was followed by the
traditional loyal toast said by Karan
Paul. Delivering the opening address,

Council Candidate for

Patrick Ratnarajah, Vice President of
the BTC congratulated Dr Joyce for her
continued support for the Tamil cause
to bring awareness of the plight of the
Tamil problem in Sri Lanka within the
Conservative Party.

Dr Rachel addressed the gathering
and restated her strong opposition to
the treatment of Tamils in Sri Lanka.
Without a true meaningful political
solution (Tamil Eelam) for the Tamils
the problems in Sri Lanka would not
end, she said. She further said that the
British Government should do more
- bring in trade sanctions and also
take steps to expel Sri Lanka from the
Commonwealth.

In his keynote speech, Hon. Keith
Simpson outlined the increasing dif-
ficulty for Western Governments in
dealing with nations such as Sri Lanka.
He compared Sri Lanka to Burma and
Zimbabwe - the countries that continue
to disregard International Community's
call to end human right abuses.

He stated that he and his Party are very
aware of the abuses that the Tamils
have gone through. He said that the
Conservative Party and Government
will continue to call for a political
solution for the Tamils. Mr Simpson

LIQLILIGLD

urged the Tamils to continue highlight-
ing the plight of their brethren so that
their suffering is brought to the media's
attention.

Hon Nick Hurd in his speech stated that
until very recently he had the view that
Sri Lanka was a very idyllic Island, but
due to a few of his Tamil constituents,
who had visited him at Parliament he
was became aware of the plight of
the Tamils in Sri Lanka. He urged the
Tamils to continue to bring their con-
cerns to MP’s so that the issue would
not be forgotten. He also stated the
importance of electing Rachel Joyce as
the next Harrow West MP, as she was
dedicated to bringing about the aware-
ness of the Tamil cause.

The speeches concluded with an address
from Thaksha Ravikulan, Secretary
of the British Tamil Conservatives.
Thaksha outlined the plans of the BTC
to ensure that constituencies such as
Harrow West, Ilford South, Ilford
North, Croydon North and Edmonton
will have conservative MP’s in the
coming elections.

In true conservative fashion the eve-
ning concluded with Patrick Ratnarajah
conducting an American Auction and
raffle.
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Candle Light Vigil

by Indian community

On Wednesday, 9 December 2009 nearly
400 people, many of them non-Tamil
speaking gathered in Parliament Square
in London for a candle lit protest demand-
ing the following:

- people held in concentration camps in
Sri Lanka against their will should be set
freed

- Sri Lankan government should allow
humanitarian organisations and aid agen-
cies to have full access to internally dis-
placed people

- Sri Lankan government should allow
representatives from the European Union
to meet the people affected by the war

The protest that was organised mainly by
non-Tamils started with religious prayers.
The participants shared the sorrow of
innocent Tamils civilians held in the
concentration camps set up by the gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka. Gurji Shri Shri
Ravishankar sent his blessings for the
vigil.

The candle lit vigil was organised by
the British Hindu Council, British Hindu
Forum, Hindu Students Union and the
Council for Hindu Temples and Vishva
Hindu Prasadh. A number of British
members of Parliament attended the
event, including the Chairman of the All
Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for
Tamils Mr Virendra Sharma MP, Siobhan
McDonagh MP, Joan Ryan MP, Stephen
Pound MP and Andrew Pelling MP. The
General Secretary of the British Hindu
Council, Mr Gupta said that he was very
pleased with the support he had from the
British Tamils Forum.
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Global Tamils Forum in a nutshell

1. Grassroots organisation from over 15 coun-
tries in all 5 continents have joined hands to form
the Global Tamil forum (GTF)

2. The inauguration Annual general meeting will
be held in London with participation of many
political and non-political local and international
dignitaries.

3. The three main objectives of GTF:

1. To help free interned Tamils and men and
women held without proper legal representation

2. To prosecute war criminals and persons
who committed crimes against humanity in Sri
Lanka

3. To lobby international governments and non-
governmental organisations and institutions to
help to resolve the conflict in Sri Lanka on the

basis of legitimate democratic mandate given by
the Tamil people in Sri Lanka

4. As part of the first objective GTF has initiated
a program to sponsor 1,000 orphaned and dis-
abled Tamil children and 450 destitute families
by the recent war in the Vanni.

5. As part of the second objective, GTF is in
the process of collecting evidence and seeking
advice to prove war crimes and crimes against
humanity

6. As part of the third objective GTF, through
the various country organisations, are actively
engaging with senior politicians, civil servants
and members of non-governmental organisations
and institutions

7. Please visit www.globaltamilforum.org to find
more information

The Tamil Chamber of Commerce

Sense of belonging and business community sprit

Be Successful in your business

Be part of an enterprising enthusiastic wide

Join our Tamil Business Association UK and be

q ‘refessional Help
Obtain expert professional advice and

promp! assistance for businesses doy to day

including in the areas of Bonking Insurance & Finance.
Socio-Economical Advancement of Tamils

Businesses to Prosper.

TAMIL BUSINESSES ASSOCIATION - UK

Are You A Tamil Business Owner In The UK...
Help Other Tamil Businesses and the Tamil Communiry

Find Cost Effective proactive Solutions to all your Business Problems
il Communit MNetwork with other Tamil Businesses and publicise your Products and services

Banking and Finance
Comprehensive range of support

services designed to help your business
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Pooling of business information, rescurces, personal participalion, and goal congruence for Tamil
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Do not delay - Join us now - Be part of our Association - Unite and Excel...
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