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When Weerasena' was interdicted
And the sun was on fire

Above the textile factory

Shouting slogans

Screaming hoarsely

Brother Nadesan’

At the flaming pickets

I was a Tamil

When Weere' got the job back
Riding on the shoulders
“Long live brother Nade’....!” s
The victorious king
In the victory parade
I was a Tamil

When Siripala’ was shot

By the squad breaking the strike
Took him in my own hands
And flew to the hospital

I was a Tamil

Both hands punctured
With saline tubes Yes,

“Nade, you are my savior” ['AM Tamil!
Sira*, you embraced me sobbing
I was a Tamil.

When Kusum! was pregnant
And dying on a hospital bed
They never demanded
Sinhalese blood

But just “O” negative

Only I happened to have

I was a Tamil.

“Son, you belong to uncle Nade” RIS,

the newborn 5
Was put in my hands 3
With tears flowing 4

Yet, I was a Tamil.

Sira, there’s no hospital here
Only a collapsed heap of bricks
Crushed into pieces

With heartless shelling

Oh! dear Kusum,

If you can see the flow of ‘O’ negative today
How I’ve drenched myself in it

Too much to get absorbed

in to this parched earth...

In the graveyard of my race
Where, all our sons

And grandsons were slaughtered
Here I’'m struggling all alone

to gasp at my last breath

Mahesh Munasinghe:
“Mama Demala”

Translated By:
Malathie Kalpana Ambrose /
Ransirimal Fernando

1. Weerasena, Siripala and Kusum are Sinhalese

. Nade is a short form of a Tamil name(Nadesan).
. Weere is the short form of Weerasena.
. Sira is the short form of Siripala.
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London.

award.

Looking back over the last fourteen years it is obvious that all the valuable
work that has been done with thousands of young people in London would
not have been achieved without the drive and commitment of one man,
Captain Kandiah Chandran.

The grandfather-of-six was born in Sri Lanka and served in the national
army for many years, achieving the rank of captain in 1959, before moving to

"I do not consider this OBE an award for myself, but a recognition of the
work of Preset and my colleagues who work together to assist young people
around the capital," he said.

'Meedchi' joins with others in congratulating Captain Chandran on this
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GuTEEW, FLLGHeT U Hurs SeLeOTosd 1bGHw
L 8g semeveafler sefiliulL CpréssSaid &@mHsS
aub shdlullmriusTeGo B\ (HEELWD.

L f  wrherred 13z HmHsHHer
BOL(PEOPULD OTDES Fo@BID. TerGey, SiHene [HevoTL
sTe0HSIGE BONIHSS (WPIQUTE. ST, 136ug)
Hmssb B wopuld (WpuwewLWTE
PeopCauppliul Lrgd s, wLHODTH  FHw
wriyg HmSsn  epeod B  pempuled  omdH
SIMWSSLILLLTOSTE g @@ Guiw LweenLw
ellLwiors Siemwuyb eeTugib, e elenyelldd BHE
wrpprs FlLigwrs Hybsrn CsremL sfwrar@smm
Spdwp Siey QésiLL G CFupLBSSLILL GaustrGIb
GTETLIG) ST SSLDTETST(GLD.

Smansgbal Saafer  LyFPdlsdr  Guwoys@s
semeveugresr GuyTfwi Hevew egryemr SjeuisEpid,
Bagl FwEssm5 pwowwTs HopCupmis @
shareds ghurlL, o Wysflmaserse wWws
Sreursngl, rflwsd wry HmsssSlen cpeld SITHs
yogiguirest  SFsTrl  uFeueTEsd  HenpGaupmLl
ucLreosrer HOPp wsefllar BFawLsTe  SFfwed
sileoremagsmensd SBUSILGSSS &algu Hlenevenio
ghuELb ety GO Berermi.

BLD&| &L 6HLD

a1 QuepbuTeTeTouTS6T 136ug SHSso LHHw
abs SPlayd GeveomoBe - UFeuTE erIPLILLILIGID
Caragmisener  SQLILIDLWTSE  maudbgH - 13auz)
Hmesb Bsrar AP wLHowds s Gdlsrperi. Heor
#lev puisafisr piafliliyed Goulbgs eumswTeT &(HsHg5SH
smers BaslL SerellBaBw Hwg Nlyrwkisemers
Garemgmsdarpeari. 13z Hmssnp uvpd WPeo
wrsd Erdsg ylbg Gsmerenmiosd @meui Gevhiens
ulev oiFlsmyl udlire) upd swg GOpefleurer S
FrLBEISE6T 2 (HeuTsdls QBmeTer (LpLYuITE|.

GTEIGIETOYSTET  GHMPUTHEMmeNS  QSBTETLSTH
Bmbs Curdaib, QS s Lworer qFsryrindiey
weCGappirerg 13z SnsssH0mbS  (peir
Gorrsd 2 AN Uty @ ewl,. aerGe 136ug
Hmeso vpPw  pepwrer  SiPleyd  GOFefeures
yfigeubd &Fups GeorSwil urensulled 2 drer GeTenpwl
Gomauwn@b. JSFHLHT 13ag HHSSS5MS (PO
WITEA|LD (PENDUITS|D DL (PHDUITS DEULILISN ST 6T
Couemevmemenr g ssLLTDOTS  (PTOETGLILIZIOND
sllpisehein BHEOMEETOFG 2 AMEPLWTH  SISSMD
OaTETGLIM6T SLLTWIDTET SLERLOUILOTGLD. o

Ves. [ cerrz [ carrzil? Sri Lankan Tamil awarded an OBE

Weere, I hear your slogan
Suppressing the shouting

At the picket line

“Slay the Tamils! Give us the peace!”
“Give us the peace! Slay the Tamils!”

aptain Kandiah Chandran, Chief Executive

of The PRESET Charitable Trust, has been

awarded an OBE in the New Year Honours
List for services to young people in London. PRESET
works with young people across London, providing
education and employment opportunities. Following
seven years as Chief Executive of Presentation
Housing Association, where he was honoured with an
MBE for services to housing, Chandran set up the
PRESET charity in 1996. Captain Kandiah Chandran,
was made an OBE for services to young people 14
years after founding children's charity Preset. He has
been at the forefront of the trust's work to train and
support thousands of youngsters from disadvantaged
backgrounds in a bid to boost their career prospects.
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Guyrdflwir E}EG?’SI

WPBHTVHOHTL (B SUICrTLLTelelhHS W&
BHEHEHG THTT6 LITGHUTHES6IT.

Bl QasETeiens  @hS Syl ulsd
9 6L M&HSBLILIL L G).

1993-@60  BrFEeT  CHimedsy Geudnsl  GLmm
U Fb@& UbHSHIN.

1935-860 BIOTID QLITd FLU L MGeT @GBuTs Qyuierd
Gluflenog FU LD GCiorelu W siseier @l
wflemoenul RpsbaF CFUISHSHI.

1933 (p&H6v
OB TEMEVEHEIT.

OaTLigFflwmrer  GuLsel 60T

1941 -0 Bumevbdsd evilieesr (Lublin) sereiranid
AL HFH0 RBHhH ULHTH6MeT FIDUI  [HlenevUIGH 68T
Guflw Hedapigs (Talmudic) mrevahams 61fldeemio.

BGumevbdlsv SUICTTHILTe6N LIBLTHRISHMN RHHSHI
OCsmenTihd CeTomellTeseN @QGUIBMLILIL L 6.
Oeariomediwl  LWOLBHSH60  LPsVLD
O mEHH6M6dT GILILITEH6TT LOMBBLILIL L 6.

umyroufuig
BT 555 STeVHHE0 Ogioss WHiseT OGeuelfl
BT 19B&HF OF6060 2616l obaLILIL L 6.

mBLILBBLILL L @)L Mhiserilsd @mbdH HWTl & mieums

BlEm6VWIBIGET SO SHSHLILIL L 6.

LFhHeNMelevmen HBLILIGSHT6IE0

LA 2delldel  Qomemey  GaFuluwliLL L emLp,
&L HSLI LILL 6mLD.

SL6IT

(61.() 1999 BGuITeSay LG ae36lB6l OBTeLEVLILIL L 6oTi.

5.1

52

53

6.1

6.2

~

evmienas (Flmisemeut) Sri Lanka (Sinhalese)

LOBTEUDFLD SUID HITBBTENeL 6TIPSLILIL B 1870-60 GLomfl QUWITSSLILIL L FHI. DiHICe Fmigerns Guend s SendHeufleir
LIy &Tesr UF60TBMI L0& HIT6OTELD.

waTaIbgFs Coretemnsulsiilg Fnisemenr I GO — Gsomemsulsd aITpd HEGHHWBBaTsHeT. Gosvld HOpF GFmip
DITFMRNUID DIQUSHT  LIHL HEN6NMUID  OQBT0NIHE0 6I68ILIGI, LTaNGmenUD, STL(B aleukiEGEHmenuD GHTe0alHBE
QUUTG OB FIBBEHI. SUITLD ST 2 uliseTgal @@ Frisent 2 ullHeHEGEF FLOTEIHE060 616011 FnBISBSHI.
RmI STIDF ReNBCBTETmHMULICU Fmiden CLss gdluisd sl dwmer  @2rhle Qame 2 @moul &l gl
BGureiiBenauss  LissiuBpidlemen. (61.(6) ; 2003 g SHriseied dAnisem OLeTeHS LbEE6, eomens Liflds (Wiouirsh
friseneuflelr @BenpBWITL & BTH 6T6TQBID, BB HHSW LIB Qe S UTGUTHS6T (WBBTE AHHHOHTOSSLILIL
BGouswi(BLD 6T6AIBID 2 MmIg5 CLoBGIEHT6uTL 61T

1948 -@s0 @evmInd FHHHATD DL BHSH. LfGsrenwfl mhs Fnisenfler ness@d DUHSTID  OTBHBLD
OFuwIwiIL L g).

1948 @evmins Glouflenod L cpeud25 @eol FIb @bHul subsTeaufls slilpiseist Glufleno Lnslebasir Lgi.
(LEOTHSTTLOBB R HPIL (PHBLTEGLD BSH)

1956, 1958,
BH6V6)JMIS6NT

1977 o4ib SemiBHefle0, DTFFTRISSHH6 UBHTCUTHLD, @RHHIMPLUGCUTHL BLSHHUICLBB  Send

1983 (p&Hev 1990 euewy ((Wp&Hevmeudl FELIGUTTeID, SigHsn Lisent BLbdH CUTTHMNID DTFTHRISD LIOTHBTILOTS
2 GBI IBEG6T @ bEUWITHE DhHemeNl QUTHIOITE S HIbEhHGHH Heierll Guilul Seneilsd GCBTeneVEHm6IT
BLSHWISI. DASHBHIL 6T L BN 2oL BIGF FLLBIS6T, OoTeneudst, i 6mfliLEen (WHeomenm L &ELPenBEF
GHDHEMEVBHMET 2 (HONTHES FMidsen GLeTeHSH Jremieud, G EUWTHE LDSHHMENLI LisiTeldadnl misefed GHeirev
whiseflend Camulsvsefsvld oied (paETbEelad Gl @mHEEF CFuissH. Fev Fowmsesd, Eeomma
SITFTRIGID SHLOD LSBT LITHISTULTET S miSen eend GBI L Fev G mIsEhH&HF 6CFeosnIDLIY aITeTeILL
QITeND cpsvld IRl LIFF&HgmIssT LUFLL, 1H&HeT DILGH S0 CaFammen bhdh L, D6 dbEeT g, eume
LIOHL_UJLD, SHemJLILIEHL UJLOTES (LpemBEUI @ 6mT(BHeN6MULD, Ce19608HmeNUD GLITLOHE! LS SH6MIT.

1990—1995 mptiGumym_L1b-II -860 &lymiomiseried GamsvevliL GLmflen CHTeNEHEH6T LISVBITBIGM6NTE HTEIQeN. &IFTLOL!
LIBOBTems0&H6IT (LpHemSHUI FLDLIGLITTSEMNEID ILPSHELIDTEN HHDeITES QHHEH6. HTeOTaSH S L FLIGUTT HTersd (LpedL]
FBWSIBUTEL, Q6vmIENE DITFTHIGID, LUTHIGTUL LIFCHFD senl  LIFsL b GFUISLI6T, 1DSHH6T DHMSHBIOL DIBIGEF
OFspLiler sumenevlhibaH GewIBEmeNUD, HmFUleldHhaH GCegsosenenu|bd ofF oliureld $SODLCLITSHIDSSMerTSH
OaTetml Ll H60.

1974- @60 4ougl FTeUBHFH HLOD UITUIFS OTHTL 96D DIFFTRISLD BLHHU QBTensv CleuniuflenTed FHiTdidbE padlerT
LiviT Q&BTeLEVLILIL L 6o

1981-@60 wimpliLiment QUTSHIBT6VHID 6Tl L Gl (UCTer08HT elenTallevd a6y Q& GeoTFFTT 6 OLIL]
S1GWD) 10sLEURNW DieTeTevTa LighHBMIG6T 6TMobSLILIL L 6.

1983&5@ 1995630 QewLuled 1500 (USHBWLHEHMBSH HaliHd QIUT. BH HevmEeT BIFULBHSLILLL 6T (1)
Qe meiemsn WigdELILIL L 60 (1) GenBaid] DidlebaILL L 6.

1995 @pmHsv 2002 euewy HewL QuBm FLGUTT III-60 899 HmobHleusd BCHaumeouwimisst bldHILLL T (1)
FenHaBLILILL 6.

1951660 U@ &606emuT, ShserTil, WweTael opdul G hiseailed HoLOubBs Fhisas GCumneglamed
BB GLOTHTENIHEH0 Q(Hbd HLOIOTH6N6 NP HTFFTIID LTSS L S|,

HLOD 0HH6V60T [HBIMIG6NT, EFTIOMIG6T, O\FHHeHH6T PslulaBmBlen QLUITESET (LPBBTE PSS B DSBEGL LIGHeTH
SieiailLmiserled dAmisentt GuTT eiaeren GLILITH6T 6m6dhBLILIL L 6.

30 @evl gD FHUDISHH60 8 6ol FHHBEG GBI BCLIT HHHHeNTHEILL L 6. Gevmenaduisy, sLilidlenr Dol
BewL QUBB CUTOHeLEVTID, CBIMBTBHEHHEHDH HLODT G DOILILIHLD HH6U6VLD GIBLIL L GI.

1956 —paisF Amisend F LD, o 6ienm & HlifeuTanmissT SLONOHL GHSH (PIQUITDED SHBHEHSBILLL . HLOD DFFTHIS
26 AUITH6THLOFH! Liswlldenen QobHant — SFFmhissF CFenaluisy suilpiseilsr ellalaTaamy semrenlsbame GLmLoeTeisd
GMBEHBLILILL .

LWBIEToITHS HmLFFL L GHebn (PTA) ughs Sienelsd sBLILGSTaI0 Henl GLIBBEI. GBBID &GS TIoE
QITeRI(® ueny HhLILS HTe1edCCW DNHOSHTINSSIILIL L 6. (61.() L6 Hisml Galeur sTeiienid G G360

1983 (w60 L Heialses QsTeneussiT BLbHHELTHID, Dige Llsi g Cas allenauisd GLomosTeemiiLiL L 6.

(61.() 2004-2006 WITD LG UTGVILD, SNPEE, LOTHTEmTHIHEVID
WIMPLILITERTISH A0 FelpDdH  HEMeVTH6IT  GEHTELEVLILIL L 6oT.
G Te0ELLILIL L 6Tl

LOTEUTEUTHGT  OBTEVEVLILIL L 63T,  26TL_BHa)UIGOT6T &B6IT

J
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8.  FHOHTND &HMMBLIL]
9. 10HH6IT GHMBLIL:
. Gwbmssefsr UMD BI6T BHigLedLSH HemL
QFu1%H60
2. gshapsulant ealmsdHeow  wHHHen  FHuled
HBSHSH0.
10. oempre eumpelsd LI gl GUTL6Y BBEI 2 w6y,

LOBHEI GHemBLILTIeNTeD B BLLIBHSH6E0

11.  sww sufur’ G 2_Menosenent LITg&HHe0

12. Qurmennairs FiGsLl emL 2 (HeuTdHEH60

13. 1939 @waHed BuTevhH W HTHMT FHITeusnsd

(LPSBMDEBEHE G61T DML SHFH60.

a @evniena (Fmiseneui) Sri Lanka (Sinhalese) N

B6VmINS (LPLOEUSBVILD:
S0 Gl gl Lswioli] (TNA) BTLTEhHLo6B 2 Bl 66l
HLODSH HELSNDTEIIHENT HL_GHS HLILIL L 61T
(61.6) ANPHG@ LOTHTE LIBLVHEN6VHBIDHS HINNICaIHSHT LOBBID LOTENIAIS HeNEVAITHT OBBID CHTent(H  Hmieer
e UITEH6T CBTEL6VLILIL L 60T, 2aml L1 LIGWITeNT a6l Glame060LILIL L 6oTi.

QB TELEVLILIL_L_6YTIT.

GarobLied: DFFulsLeuTdsHsiT CIBTEL6VLILIL L 63TT. 6u6wid HmIsNsd 2 fenLoWITenTosiT SLHSLILILL 631 ; O\aTe06VLILIL L 6.

8. FRHOHTMD &HMMBLIL]

Qrremien &L BLLITL 19BE6T RmeE&LD Sl LyCsamiserilsv:

1. @® mErefed 385@ CUBULL ST STemITosd BGUTHED pevDd LIQLILQuiITer Sl GemmlL. (Flev peBHerlsd @

BTEN6THG 6 eIHLD)

2. Gut PBISHS 2L 6iLIgHmES HeL (eBUTsOEHHEGD CUTI.

3. QUEHLUTID BTTamINdale0 CFrdH @& LIDL & emIHEHLD LDBHID FAPSHd HENeVITHEHLD LHSHSLILIL L 6.

4. 2 60&BeuBW HTeMITIOE CLITHF COFU15H6060, BeVBINEIHND B HTFFTIHMBLI CLIBBI ©_6T6N).

9. 1D&H&H6IT & 6emMLIL]

1. wimpliLimenid, susieluisy FHalemaienenlo, GhTu1 S &EwaIBenBs 60l FWILBSHSH60.

2. BBLSSe6eNT6T Senreusi - Losneadlenwill L1fl&Hg CleusiGauml HBLIL| (LPBTLDE6TED melH([HEHSH60

3. sl (Bl LUTEUIEd eIems (evLD GLIGTTEGETET WalICLDMDE SBHSH(CLITISEEDHE 618 TTH alI(WmB CoBOisTeTagsd
® 606 (LPFH6V LPSITNI BT (BBHEHDHE6TENTEN LI 19U160160 @evHhIend 2 6TT6NdI)

10. 1991 @B LIHD CHTEIBTULLL DQIFTHTVF FLL S0 S0, UL @ — SIpHE LTHTemd HLOLD LDHSHEHEE)

2 UNTSMTHGID DHHSHIHT 2 1 L LIed QUTHL 6T SHewl GFuIuIIL L 6. (61.():

1. opIwausF AEFmas Hmalms, 2 UlTSTHGID IHSHHINF FTHEIHIG6IT, 6160 HeuTyenidaslt, &l (hdh HIewNdHer LoBBID
Fml STUIBISEHSHEL LWGTLBSHSHID OHHSHISH6T Hewl GlguIuilil L 6.

2. 1992 moubLifled wimplimenr LoT&Tew  LHHHIN QuibGbflsr CoustihCamefsd @wm FHApL@aenw L HEW
SIMILOH) SHHOIT.

(I) 5,35,000 ‘oréaeien wrhHenyaer Gal L @1 a0 2000 wib, 19,70,000 Qusiidledsi wrdhdHengaer Gol L @ Halsv,
5,85,000 1OT&HEenTaH61 oL BHOLD SHILILIL L 6.

(i) wmptiumenr LFCHFHHBEG o_ulidaTBn o mewen (oxygen cylinder) @epign. CHTBHSLILIL ais0ensv.

(i)  GHHEHIHET — BETEDIDUITEY  IDHHHIMIDMETHEITGID, DB — (WPHTDEHMID LY  GHDBEET  GHL 60
BHTUIFFEOTEID, )MH3) GLIFWITEVID LOIg[H 60T

(1v) weireormlguiid, 101 1 daenileuid EuMWITeNTel LDIgHSH 6.

(V) 1Bsuflwimenail't LIFLIL|D COBTHEBHMeND B BLLIGHS 2 HaD &CThen dnl_ HJ LOBIGHHEI.

(vi) wCeoilwmenerl UFLILD OCBTHEHMNTS &L BUUGHH 2 Ha|D LTSS OHbHHI OBETHHS  BIHBHHT6L
77,540 1HHei  1G0MNWIT  STUIFFEOT60 LTHESLILL LT bk clevienlbend  SaILIBEGTEN60WITEL LTS dHabLl-
LTS LI G MISeneNd SV L6V DL HIE FnBSHe0TerSHIGID.

3. 2009-860 BewL OUBM 4-1d S L FELCUTTEL aueiieuled LOHHESID, 2 60Ie|D HEDL LI L HT60 LIVLDSHH6T SYBHEH60 .
Gewipaserienmsd srwiul L Grmurefseisy Lsor OsTmm CHTenis HBHEGD LOMHBSHISET E6060TENLOUITED, LITE)SSILIL L
2 MILLGEMET DBBBID DiBIHNF Fl&Fenag e Lisopens GLoBbsmsiten CausmriguilmbHa!.

11. sowr euhum’ (b _fenLodemeril LT g gH6v:
L6V QUL &G LoTHTeRImIGBmeNg Caibhd ahHaHIa CHUTEVW L0Hd E[HHHM6NH OlHTE0IH60D.
12. Qurmenmaryd FTGsL emL 2 ([HeuTd EdH60:
L6V aIfldHenmed QUITmeNTHTIEF FTCHH 2 (HeuTohaHLILIL L 6.
1) 1948, 1949 @uuwflleniod Fi L A6 cpeold RbA Wl SHLOLD 10HH6M6dr QUITHETTSHTTES SL L DO FlenHaHBLILIL L 6.

2) 1983 @endaevaurid cpevld GILIHLOLITETHLOWITEN SLOLD euewila HmleuamhiaemeTsd QaTIQDLIsd DIHSHSHT.

3) 1990 (pHev @BHBT6ET eeny,OUTHNMTHTTSH HeDLUITED, WTDLILTERIHIHVID, alsTanuiend QUT®HENTSHTT alenTdFSlenul
SIS B

4)  Beniigs HewL FFL L BIG6 Wenauiselller aumpsameenul GILmLD Coheiells@niwmdauig

5) 1990 s HOD DBHHmend HOBLIL (WLHTDH6eIe0 18 UeihHEnHE@ BGosd meUSHHBLILIGHET (LPSULD iT 61T 60
THTHTVHMBUID, QUITHEMTHT GU6NTFFeHUILILD [HTFLILIG S S 6.

6) OsTewWB HBRIBIEHMNS SO 1DHHEHHGHF GFmer ULl mosd OeueCUIBPULIGIL 681, DiHedT DamPuITaH6iT
LIsUeDT & O\ TedTmeuT .

13. fsFreuensd (PHTDSH6IT:

1983 (pH6e0 1995 euemyuied eul &@& — HHE LHTENmIG6Ts0 THAHTD 12,24,000 HLOpTa6eT Q1D CUUWITHHSHIL 65T
SIBBIGT 98,000 CLITH6NT 6UeNSHUPHTIDH6IM6L 18 S emT(hbEhE:E CLOEVTEH DML HEHI WEUSBLILIL L 6.

1990 eaviled BewLGLIBB 26usk &l L FpliGurflssr Gurgl 3,50,000 SWPT&HeT WTPLILITeSHHBE& LD QUWITHSHET.
GBI 6 1,20,000 Guiir HODBTLI9BE ASHHNMTHS HEhFD LGbHBHMIDUITE) DBIG6NTEN DIBIHH6IT 6160160 HeNH
2,20,0001,8 2 WiibHal-

2009-60 sustiaduiedlpibadl G QUWITHEH DIEHBEHHGL LS 6UeDSHIPHTIDH6T DDOEHBILIL B, DBIG DIeUTH6IT

\

\ Qrramield S BULITL 196D LD HTLIOTEIOMBB Hlenevuled DiemL el L 6.

J
Qe oiflling LD :

Gevallerr (Levene) sreiiiaufleir suenyailevdbsemsdely, SaiLGOETeNendh H L HABEGLD,
QDIPLILEGD alSHHWTFID Bs0enev. QML QT QIOBISTE (PNBUIED HTEVEIMTHS
2 LUBSHSUIULTSH BLSSILUL6UTD. Sl auenyalevdhsemd, AHaIMe0, DbLH 6By
6T6VEMEVBEH6IT CBTELEVLILIL L elTad6iMed sTamtandbemaullsd, DI miaullmHbsalsoemnsv.

Fov pelen Hliyswiiaet, Herers Curlensl gBUBHHID LEOTHETID (PBBTE Sihensu
gBUBSHHID CUTHIHT Diemey QeI oTe  auemIellevdEemiD OCBT(HEHBSE  (LPEDSILIGVTLD.
SO0, QHHMBU CHMTem 60 LITidh@GHOUTSH, QerPIIBG (s, @f Gerofiigh S LD
BenpCaBBlLBaImed  HTemeomd.  Sevmemsulsd, &HHHHID DADLHS BI6T  (LPSH6,
Qerofliys AL OsTLiFhwuns HeopCuBplul Lengd BTD BHBEG (el  61BHHIH
SM_19uNHHESHTID.

AevmenEmLL QUTBIGHSHMmIUNsD, 1948(LpHe0, ROl @ H LI L a1enSUled HenL
OQuBm UBHCUTHID, DiGHedT LTemHUT6L B GLIBB GBI  sTemTemNdenaUlevTen  LDBENMBUI
BaaysenLer, CFisHgk QUmOBLILIeOTE LsOTHET] HEeydHell, DibdH DHMdH AHEGD
wWpwBdHe stetiLiend GeusfllliLenL wWns a1BHHIH ST (HAmar. Bbhobd CameTmes alengaileud
HMIMIB6I60, 6Temel 6TLILIY GBTHBILILLTeID, 2009-60 ausiialuled SiLmelld SOD 1DdhE6i 1B,
BLSSLILIL L LBOETeN6, @f QeI 2 FFdbal L g Hrenib@Hmeit 6160l TaIT6me0TLD.

v
. BT.ol6i [BHlensv :

O&TLIh® BLSHSUIUBD @eielenidiigh S L Hmd, Q.BT.FmU Hmeoull b 2 L Ger
PoISHWLTE  CouewiBo. (s HWfempd P  sueny  @.br.Geur,  HLolHenGom
QUTBISH BB (PIQUITSI.

FiauBha Fepsld:

alsiTeanuilsd QHBESGIL HBLIL (PSTDH6T60 RHBGD HLOILD LOHHMET, BB HHH ATFTHIS
SLBUUTLYBG&T RbHEGD Serlerm@d  HhUL  WHTOGT  isvevdk @Tamieuds &L (Bl
Ut (heE@Gem Bmb& LIT8HFHIBEHET GlpwibisHgiend), RUCUTEH HewL CUEID ReToilig
HLHmG LBemIBLD BHGD @ CFWeOTGHD. BHMeN HBIHS FTeuCHaFs Fapsld FPHBHLOLDT
HID LWl aumpeillmiseied HHd Haumyen o Halasenl e Wem(Bld @puinihsiuL. @ L Gear
BLOUYEMS 61HHSH GevuemrBLD.

aenBe, mBAW BIGHeT Fewuulsnm s e CamBuT DisdsvdI SO  LDSHEH6 60
SUBL CUIITLL suguiey GaiBT @k Fb65 HBHH BUSSTS CLTWws, Ssuelaranpis
HLLoTergl, ewiBLD LemBLD QBT THEH! HeL LMD 6T6TLIged $auILdle0emsv.

CFWISHHEH 66y (FWISHOBGBID CFUISHHD

Ceuiwmeno WMepild QBGBL.  (@GmeiT: 466)
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601D QUIUT HIDIP...
1D UBSS STLITFH...

UbSHEGD 2 0&HSIPT Guremed, BTMH
ELHS SO orflued emiyll Gumeor@mm
bhéSG BORmINESH ) |7 &liedled
&6E00TIFIOMEOTHID 6Uh  &600T6OOTILI  LDIT60T &ILDIT 60T
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THE PEOPLES AND CULTURES OF PREHISTORIC SRI LANKA

@!l
THE MEGALITHIC CULTURE OF ANCIENT SRI LANKA

The five zones of Megalithic Sites in Sri Lanka. Courtesy:
Dr.Robin Coningham.

“The Megalithic sites and Urn fields are found throughout the regions
inhabited by the Dravidian speaking people. The burial customs to
which they bear witness are referred to in early Tamil literature. It is
therefore legitimate to infer that the people who buried their dead in
dolmens and cists and large earthenware jars were Dravidians”.
-Paranavitana, S. (1967): Sinhalayo, Colombo, p9.

THE SOUTH INDIAN-SRI LANKAN
MEGALITHIC CULTURE COMPLEX

In archaeological terminology Megaliths are tombs built with
big stones in natural or roughly dressed forms, or even a grave
marked with prodigious rude stones, or an excavation in soft rocks
containing human remains of the deceased. The term is also
applied to the erection of huge set of stones as a memorial, or
serves as a religious monument (eg. Stonehenge). Apart from
these, graves without any lithic appendages but possessing certain
traits like pottery, metals etc. directly associated with megalithic
burials, are also classed as Megaliths.

In South Asia, the distribution of Indian Megaliths have been
grouped into various zones of which the South Indian Zone forms
a class by itself (Ramachandran, K.S. 1971: 244). These
Megaliths, depending on their age are classified as Neolithic,
belonging to the New Stone Age; or Chalcolithic when associated
with copper or bronze; or Iron Age Megaliths from 1,200 BCE
downwards, when they were associated with Iron. In South India
and Sri Lanka, Iron and Black and Red Ware (BRW) with graffiti
markings occur in direct association with Megaliths, and hence
the term Iron Age has often been used interchangeably with
archaeological labels, when referring to the South Indian-Sri
Lankan Megaliths.

The focus of this culture lies south of the Vindhyan range,
particularly in the watersheds of Godavari and Krishna and along
the Eastern and Western Ghats. The island of Sri Lanka is the
southernmost extension of this culture. The analysis of the
archaeological and the anthropological data from the excavations
shows that it was the Neolithic people of Peninsular India, who
were the progenitors of the present day Dravidian language
speakers of the states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Andhra and
Karnataka, who developed this culture (Kennedy, K.A.R: 1975).

The Neolithic people of South India developed the Megalithic
forms of burials, and incorporated their acquired knowledge of
iron and BRW into the formation of this culture as its compulsory
components, so much so, these became the diagnostic elements of
their Megalithic Culture. Other components of this culture
included the habitations, rice fields and the tanks (Sitrampalam,
S.K.: 1983).

In a major conference article, while referring to the Pre and
Proto-historic settlements in Sri Lanka Dr. Siran Deraniyagala
(Deraniyagala, S.: 1996) made the following statement:
“Megalithic mortuary trait is but a discrete facet of the of the

protohistoric Early Iron Age culture complex of India which has
its distribution from the Gangetic Valley down to Sri Lanka with
regional variations. Hence it is misleading to refer to a Megalithic
Culture, as several scholars are apt to, since this mortuary trait is
not necessarily a concomitant of the Early Iron Age of Peninsular
India or Sri Lanka.” He appears to be the one intentionally
misleading and manipulating the subject here.

(1). The term, 'Early Iron Age' refers to a time scale —a period
in our evolutionary history. (2). The Megalithic/Urn burial culture
is a specific cultural manifestation during that period in South
India-Sri Lanka. As Sir Mortimer Wheeler explained it, 'the
Megalithic is one of several cultural traits of the Iron Age'. Thus,
the Megalithic Culture, is not always a necessary concomitant of
the Early Iron Age findings; but conversely, Iron almost always is
aconcomitant of the South Indian-Sri Lankan Megalithic Culture,
during the Iron Age. To put it in simple terms, during the Iron Age
wherever there was a Megalithic burial in SI-SL region, iron was
invariably associated with it; but there may be Iron Age sites
without any associated burials. When our specific subject of
discussion is the 'Megalithic Culture', we have to say so, and we
must say so; it shouldn't be construed as misleading.

He further adds “the Early Iron Age settlement at
Anuradhapura does not have a Megalithic cemetery to which it
can even remotely be linked (This has been challenged; please see
below). The Megalithic mortuary complex could possibly have
been associated with just a special group of people, such as
pastoralists, on the periphery of those who occupied
Anuradhapura (cf. Leshnik 1974)”.

Dr. Deraniyagala is only digging up and transplanting a
hypothesis put forward by Leshnik during the 1970's, which was
discarded and buried a decade later; and his intentions are pretty
obvious. Leshnik (Leshnik, L.S.: 1974, 1975) described the
South Indian Megalithic culture as “Pandukal Complex”, and has
put forward the hypothesis of a nomadic origin for the South
Indian Megaliths. He contends that “there is a putative association
of graves with the habitation sites, and the association of Black
and Red Ware and iron with the graves is only circumstantial”. He
concludes by saying that “Whatever the truth, the effect of the
Pandukal people quo nomadic pastoralists on the subsequent
development of the South Indian society seems minimal, and in
that sense their presence represents merely an episode in the
course of Dravidian history” (Leshnik, L.S. 1975).

Since 1975, several hundreds of Megalithic sites are exposed
all over the peninsula, and the association of BRW and Iron with
these burials had passed beyond the stage of being deemed as
coincidental or circumstantial. Nagaraju and Gururaja Rao have
convincingly shown as to how the Iron Age Megalithic Culture
overlaps with the preceding Neolithic- Chalcolithic phase, and
later extends into the Early Historic phase. Finally while meeting
the arguments of Leshnik with regard to the putative association
of graves with habitations, they observed that:  “However strong
the above arguments may seem, when a close similarity of Black
and Red Ware from burials and habitations particularly the
techniques, fabric and shapes, common graffiti is taken into
consideration, and the fact that the pottery- the trait of the Iron
Age is to be seen as the single major ceramic component of the
Megalithic graves, their contemporaneity can hardly be
considered coincidental or circumstantial.” (Nagaraju and
Gururaja Rao: 1981).

Regarding Anuradhapura, Dr. Siran Deraniyagala's
contention that “I see iron; but I don't see any associated burials”
is an invalid argument. To validate his claim he should be able to
say “I see this burial complex; but I can't find any iron associated
with it”. He claims that “Anuradhapura does not have a
Megalithic burial to which it can even remotely be linked”. But,
contrary to the above statement, Robin Coningham and Raymond
Allchin have reported finding remnants of such a burial in the
only pitthey have excavated there ( see below).

THE BURIALCOMPLEX OF SRILANKA

We have already mentioned that the Megalithic burials could
be differentiated into Neolithic, Chalcolithic and Iron Age burials
depending on their period of origin. In Sri Lanka, Radiometric
dating is very scarce, and the very few dating methods have to-
date brought forth only the Iron Age burials to light.

Professor Robin Coningham (Durham University - 1999), has
divided the Megalithic-BRW-Iron age sites of Sri Lanka into five
groups: (1). The Anuradhapura group, (2). The Eastern group, (3).
The Northern group, (4). The Western group and (5). The
Southern group (vide map). Among the graves certain main types
occur frequently. The following are worthy of note.

(A). Large urns, of varying shapes, often piriform, containing
collected bones previously excarnated, and buried in a small pit,
marked in some instances by a stone circle or small capstone or
both. The pits, and sometimes the urn itself, contain grave goods.

(B). Legged urns and legged pottery sarcophagi, the latter
sometimes with an animal's head are found less frequently.
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(C). Cist graves are of several types. The stone cists are
usually of granite slabs, sometimes with portholes, variously
oriented. The cists may be deeply buried in pits, partly buried or
erected upon the rock surface. The capstones may be single or
multiple. Several different arrangements of burials, both single
and multiple are found, and grave goods are placed within and
around the cists. The cist is usually marked by a stone circle, or on
occasion by a double circle. The cist burial complex of Sri Lanka
is concentrated in the north-central parts of the island.

(D). Pit Circle graves are those in which the body had been
placed on a wooden plank, usually in an extended position, in a
large open pit, and exposed to allow for excarnation. Grave goods
are found in the pits, and a stone circle is erected around the
circumference.

(E). Dolmens are single chamber megalithic tombs usually
consisting of three or more upright stones supporting a large flat
capstone, the thoppikal. Dolmens are usually covered up with
earth or smaller stones to form a barrow. In most cases the
covering has weathered away, leaving only the stone skeleton
behind.

(F). On few occasions, in rocky areas, rock-cut chambers are
found. Those with vaulted roofs have an entrance on the side; and
those having an entrance from above are covered with a capstone.

THE ANURADHAPURAMEGALITHIC GROUP

In 1889 R.W.Levers, government agent of the North Central
province, reported the discovery of a Megalithic site at
Gurugalhinna in Anuradhapura district. He initially recognised
the site as a stone quarry, and later, its significance as a place of
human burial. It was not until 75 years later that the site was
excavated. Two cists were opened (Godakumbura, 1967: 105);
but the reports were never published.

The Tambapanni region of North-west Sri Lanka comes under
this group. We have already discussed the findings from Matota
(Mantai), which showed occupation by an early Mesolithic phase
followed by a ?Neolithic-Chalcolithic phase before passing on to
a proto-historic phase. Much excavation, examination and
scientific dating needs to be done at this site to obtain a complete
picture.

South of the Aruvi Aru, near the upper reaches of Kal Aru, is
the site of Alutbombuva. Superficial surveys has shown that this
is a Cist Burial site; and yet to be fully excavated and investigated.
To the south of the Kal Aru flows the Modaragam Aru, and along
the banks of this river are several burial sites. One of them,
Tekkam is an Urn Burial site. This too needs to be excavated.

The best known and the most intensively studied Urn
Burial/BRW site in the island is Pomparippu, one of the first of its
kind to be uncovered. Near the mouth of the Kal Oya and
connected to some of the other Early Iron Age (EIA) sites by the
Elapat Aru, it forms almost the core of the EIA region of north-
western Sri Lanka. It is estimated that there are about 8,000
burials in this place, and fortunately, they are in no danger of being
destroyed by the development projects or extension of
settlements as the entire site is safely located inside a national
wildlife sanctuary (the Wilpattu Sanctuary). Indeed, several other
important EIA sites, such as Tekkam, Alutbombuva, and
Karambankulam are also within the wild life sanctuary and offer
much scope for future research (Indrapala, K. 2005; 67).

Two more important sites in the vicinity of Pomparippu along
the Kala Oya are Karamban Kulam and Kollankanatta. Karamban
Kulam like Pomparippu is an Urn Burial site. There is no doubt
that this forms part of the urn burial complex covering a large area
in the Wilpattu Sanctuary. BRW sherds have been found at
Kollankanatta. These sites are also awaiting proper
investigations, and may turn out to be among the important EIA
locations in the north-western part of Sri Lanka.(Seniviratne
1984:246-247).

ANURADHAPURA

Among the most important pre-historic and proto-historic
settlement sites in the island Anuradhapura takes precedence on
account of its size in comparison to the other sites, as well as the
amount of research conducted at this site to date. Excavations has
been carried out at this site in 1969 and 1986 (Deraniyagala, S.U.
1972, 1986); and between 1990-1992 by a Sri Lankan- British
team at a spot identified as ASW2 at Salgaha Watta, adjacent to
one of the earlier sondages (Coningham and Allchin 1992).

Three cultural phases are encountered in all the excavations.
They are the (1). Mesolithic, early second millennium BCE., (2).
Iron Age, 800-450 BCE., and the (3). Early Historic, 450-350
BCE.

The earliest human occupation at this site is found in the
gravels lying beneath all the subsequent occupation in two of the
other sondages, and in the ASW?2 pit. It takes the form of quartzite
tools, scrapers, points, flakes, cores, stone hammers, and waste
materials, suggesting a considerable area of occupation, implying
something more than a casual camp site. The presence of cores
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and waste indicate that these stones were manufactured at this site.
The Mesolithic occupation dates back to the early second
millennium BCE.

The second period is found in the form of occupation on and
dug into a reddish brown old soil on top of the gravels. Three
superimposed phases of insubstantial structures were found, the
latest of these structures was a circle of post-holes, 2.5 m in
diameter. Finds associated with this period include typical
burnished Black and Red Ware, sherds with scratched graffiti, iron
artifacts, iron slags, and bones of cattle. Radio-carbon dates
indicate that this period extends from 800-450 BCE.

The Early Historic period contained five further structural
phases, still involving circular huts, but now constructed with
larger timber posts, and deeply dug postholes. In the second phase
acircular structure of c. 5m was encountered, with a circular pit of
1.25 m beside it. This pit was filled with ash and sealed with red
grit. On excavation it was found to contain an iron arrowhead, a
small copper alloy object, a polished rubbing-stone, three BRW
cups, and three other vessels with graffiti scratched on them.
Although no bones were found this assemblage is strongly
suggestive of South Indian Iron Age burials of the Megalithic
series, and particularly reminiscent of examples excavated at
Pomparippu and at Maski ( Coningham, R.A.E. and Allchin,
F.R.1992; Allchin,F.R., 1995).

The pottery of this period is still dominated by Black and Red
burnished ware, but some fine grey ware also occurs. Iron, copper,
and slag occur, as well as arrowhead styli of bone and ivory. The
presence of waste and finished products of conch shell, iron ore,
amethyst and quartz indicates a major expansion of trade and the
increasing role of Anuradhapura as a centre of manufacturing and
distribution. This period was dated between 450-350 BCE.

Although the existence of Megalithic burials at Anuradhapura
is being refuted altogether, Raymond Allchin and Robin
Coningham, two of the finest archaeologists of our time, describe
a burial found in the only pit they have excavated. From their
description it is apparent that the bones had been removed by
subsequent occupants, and the pit was sealed with red grit.
However the grave goods were still intact, for them to make a
positive identification. We are certain that future excavations at
this site will bring evidence of further burials to light.

A Megalithic burial site at Anuradhapura. Photo courtesy:
Dr. Robin Coningham.

THE EASTERN MEGALITHIC GROUP:
THE YAN-OYA COMPLEX

A DISTURBED MEGALITHIC DOLMEN AT KATHIRAVELI
Photo Courtesy: Dr.P.Ragupathy.
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The Eastern group of burials are characterised by the presence
of cist graves. A large number of cist burials known so far are
clustered along the banks of Yan Oya, extending from north-
central Sri Lanka to the north-eastern coast, where the river flows
into the Bay of Bengal. The 'distribution pattern' of these cist
burials have led to the conclusion that the impetus for this burial
practice entered the island from the north-east.

Dr Seneviratne is of the view that the cist burials in north-
central Sri Lanka may have received their impetus from the cist
burial complex in Tamil Nadu that extends from Pudukottai to
Chittoor area in the border of Andhra Pradesh (Seneviratne,
1984: 283). In Tamil Nadu, cist burials were prominent in the
territory that later became the Chola kingdom and the flow of
influences from this area, particularly the Kaveri delta, to the
north-east of Sri Lanka is a natural process that continued
throughout the Early Iron Age.

Although an Early Iron Age burial site was located near the
estuary of the Yan Oya, most of the identified cist burials along
this river are near the middle reaches. A large number of burials
have been uncovered at Tammenna-Godella, Gurungal-Hinna,
Vadigawewa, Kok-ebe, Divulwewa and Rabewa forming what is
referred to as the '"Yan Oya Complex'. The cists may be deeply
buried in pits, partly buried or erected on the surface. The cist is
usually marked by a stone circle. The stone cists are usually of
granite slabs, sometimes with portholes. Grave goods consisted
of Red and Black Ware, beads and iron implements.

It was from the Yan Oya Complex, the cist burial practice
seems to have spread to the interior of the region. A little further to
the north is the site of Mamaduwa. To the southeast, close to the
upper reaches of the Malwatu Oya, is another site Machagama.
Still further to the south are situated the sites of Ibbankatuwa and
Pinwewa. Another important site is located at Kathiraveli, on the
eastern coast. Most of these sites are not excavated ( Seneviratne,
1984: 282).

THE NORTHERN MEGALITHIC GROUP

The Early Iron age/ Black and Red ware sites in the Jafna
District, discovered within the last twenty-five years, appear to
form a separate complex. There are neither cist burials
comparable to the Yan Oya complex nor urn burials similar to the
north-western coast complex. However a large number of BRW
sites, a few extended burials, and two urn burials have come to
light. The oldest and best known site is Kantarodai (Indrapala,
K.2005).

Kantarodai in Jaffna is 3.2 sq.km. in extent with a 2m high
mound covering some 25 hectares, situated in the centre of the
village. It is located in the belt of fertile paddy land and is near a
major tank, the Kantarodai Kulam, of some 40 acres. It was
excavated by members or the Sri Lankan Archaeological
department and the University of Pensylvannia in 1970. A
ceramic sequence remarkably similar to that of Arikamedu was
identified, with a pre-rouletted ware period, subdivided into an
carlier (1a). Megalithic, and later (1b).Pre-rouletted Ware phase,
followed by a (2). Rouletted ware period.

The Megalithic Period was datable between ¢.1300-130 BCE,
and included finds of Black and Red Ware, bronze and iron. The
Pre-rouletted ware phase lasted from 130-100 BCE and had
similar finds. The succeeding period dated between ¢.100-10
BCE, yielded in addition to the BRW and fine grey wares,
rouletted ware, Arikamedu type pottery, Eastern Hellenistic
wares, semi-precious bead stones and Laksmi plaques. The
second period appears to be contemporary with the adjacent
Buddhist complex of Kanterodai. Brahmi graffiti were reported
on sherds of the rouletted ware period. Details of coins recovered
in the 1970 excavations have not been fully published, but they
include silver and copper punchmarked, Buddhist chakram,
elephant and swastika, Indo-Roman, maneless lion and Laksmi
plaques (Ragupathy, P 1987; Sitrampalam, S.K. 1988, 1990;
Orton, N. 1993).

A MEGALITHIC BURIL AT ANAICOTTAI

Anaikoddai is another important site with extended and urn
burials associated with BRW and iron. Ragupathy has brought to
light a burial site at Karainagar as well as a large number of BRW
sites in Kumpuruppitti and Catti (Velanai island); Cattirantai
(Karainagar island); and Kottapanivu at Mannitalai
(Ragupathy, P. 1987: 57-78).

Pushparatnam has reported the discovery of several BRW
sites in Mannitalai, Kalmunai, Vettukkadu, Pallikuda,
Pallavarayan, Ilavur and other sites in the Punakari region of the
mainland (Pushparatnam, P. 1993).
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THE WESTERN GROUP

In the south-western part of the island, the findings of Iron
Age Megalithic sites are comparatively few. Some BRW sites are
discovered on superficial surveys along the Kelani river, but no
proper excavations are carried out. A cist burial was reported at
Gal-atara and a Megalithic burial at Makevita. No details are
available.

On the other hand the cave sites- Attangada Alu-lena, Beli-
Lena, Batadomba-Lena, and Fa-Hiens cave were excavated,
investigated and properly radio-carbon dated. These caves show
evidence of some of the earliest human habitation in the island.
Black and Red Ware are reported in the superficial layers.

THE SOUTHERN GROUP

In the southern extremity of the island, outside the Wet Zone,
BRW sites have been found near the estuaries of the Walawa
Ganga, the Kirindi Oya and Kumbukkan Oya. Excavations
carried out at Ridiyagama, at the estuary of the Walawa Ganga in
1996 by Bopearachchi and colleagues, brought to light
unmistakable evidence of the spread of this culture in that area.
Bopearachchi had reported that “We were able to collect not only
at Ridiyagama, but also along the Welawa Ganga, large quantities
of early Black and Red Ware, some of which were engraved with
early megalithic symbols.” In his view, these ceramic types can
be dated with certainty back to the fourth and third centuries
B.C.” (Bopearachchi, 1999; cited by Indrapala 2005: 72).

Mahagama, the capital of the southern kingdom of Ruhuna
has been identified with the modern town of Tissa. The site isa 6m
high mound covering a large area, surrounded by an outer zone of
monasteries and four large tanks, of which the largest, Tissawewa
covers 600 acres. This site has been investigated for over a
century and finds include BRW, rouletted ware, brahmi graffiti on
pottery, Laksmi plaques, elephant and swastika coins, tree and
swastika coins, Indo-Roman and copper punchmarked coins. No
clear evidence of EIA occupation has been found as yet (
Allchin,F.R. 1995).

Ambalantota, onthe southern coast, has been identified as the
historic Mahanagula, a twelfth-century royal capital of southwest
Ruhuna. But excavations had revealed a considerable depth of
early occupation. Finds included BRW, rouletted ware, and a
hoad of over 25,000 Indo-Roman coins discovered in 1985
(Allchin, F.R. 1995).
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The Megalithic Culture of Sri Lanka is not a culture-complex
confined and restricted to the peripheral pastoralists. As
demonstrated above (also vide Robin Coningham's map), the
Megalithic/Urn burial/ BRW culture had penetrated deep, and
except for the hill country in Central Sri Lanka, had infiltrated the
entire island. A comparative analogy and assessment of this
culture-complex will follow in the next chapter.
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AUSTRALIN MP URGES SRI LANKA TO
COOPERATE: “I repeat that call for an
independent investigation, led by the United
Nations, and I demand that the Sri Lankan
government cooperate fully with that investigation”,
said the Australian parliamentarian Murphy quoting
the UN report which reported, in the last stages of the
civil war an estimated 20,000 Tamil civilians were
killed, mostly through shelling; 7,000 civilians were
killed in the so-called no-fire zone up to the end of
April, despite assurances from the Sri Lankan
government that they had stopped the use of heavy
weapons. On average, a thousand civilians died each
day until 19 May 2009. He further quoted thaton 16
January, in Dublin, the Chairman of the Permanent
People's Tribunal, Francois Houtart, announced that
the Sri Lankan government was guilty of war crimes
and guilty of crimes against humanity.

NO INVESTIGATIONS PERMITED
GOTABAYA RESPOND: In an exclusive
interview to the BBC, Gotabaya Rajapakse said,
“Any international entity can ask for any
investigation. There will be no investigations in this
country. I will oppose any body, who is trying to do
investigations, because there is no reason for
investigations. The real thing we have to do is to
bring this country, develop this country, bring peace
to the country and reconciliation. These are the
people who have other motives, asking for
investigations. Whether it is United Nations or any
other country, we are not - [ am not - allowing any
investigations in this country. There is no reason.
Nothing wrong happened in this country. Take it
from me. That is not what public wants. That is not
what this country wants. I am the Secretary of
Defence and I will oppose anybody who want to
have these things. This is my final word."

ILLEGAL ARMS DEALERS JAILED FOR
WEAPONS SOLD TO SRI LANKA: Two arms
dealers who illegally supplied bombs, armour-
piercing ammunition and other weapons to Sri
Lanka's military and Israel have been jailed.
Gideon Sarig, 58, of west London, was jailed for
nine years while 64-year-old Howard Freckleton, of
north London, was sentenced to seven years. Sarig
and Freckleton were found guilty of trading in
controlled goods with intent to evade prohibition.
Weapons sold to Sri Lanka in 2005 were used in the
civil war. Sentencing at Southwark Crown Court
Judge James Wadsworth QC said the men had
knowingly traded in "large amounts of ammunition
for totally war-like, destructive and death-dealing
use" withouta UK licence.

LASANTHA'S MURDER FRAMED ON
FONSEKA: Former Army Commander General
Sarath Fonseka has accused law enforcement
officers of trying to force a confession out of
Brigadier D. Keppetivalana in a bid to frame him and
the Brigadier in an assassination plot that killed The
Sunday Leader Founder Editor, Lasantha
Wickrematunge. He said Brigadier Keppetivalana's
wife had told him that her husband had been arrested
on charges of being involved in the murder of
Wickrematunge.

REBUILDING OF NORTH: Sri Lanka plans to
spend $1 billion a year to rebuild the north, focusing
on the construction and rebuilding of hospitals,
schools, government buildings, roads, and electrical
grids, according to central bank governor Ajith
Nivard Cabraal. The World Bank also recently
approved $110 million in loans for projects in the
northeast.

EU TEMPORARILY WITHDRAWS GSP+
TRADE BENEFITS FROM SRI LANKA:
EU Member States decided to withdraw preferential
tariff benefits to Sri Lanka under a special incentive
arrangement for sustainable development and good
governance, known as GSP+. This decision follows
an exhaustive investigation by the European
Commission, which identified significant
shortcomings in respect of Sri Lanka's
implementation of three UN human rights
conventions relevant for benefits under the
scheme.The suspension of GSP+ benefits is
temporary, as the overarching EU objective remains
to use GSP+ as an incentive to underpin
improvements in the human rights situation in Sri
Lanka. The suspension will only take effect in six
months time, giving Sri Lanka extra time to address
the problems identified.

FONSEKA TO TESTIFY ON WAR CRIMES:
Sri Lanka's former military commander
announced that he is prepared to give evidence in
an international court on war crime charges
against Sri Lanka. Speaking to journalists in
Colombo he said that, "l am not going to save anyone
who has committed war crimes. I am definitely
going to reveal what [ know, what [ was told and what
I heard. Any one who has committed war crimes
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should definitely be brought into courts. Those who
reveal the truth are not traitors" he added

GAZPROM SEEKS DEVELOPMENT OF
OFFSHORE FIELDS IN SRI LANKA: Russia's
gas giant Gazprom plans to take part in exploration
of offshore hydrocarbon fields in Sri Lanka.
Gazprom CEO Alexei Miller and Sri Lankan
President Mahinda Rajapaksa, had discussed
prospects for Russian-Sri Lankan cooperation in the
oil and gas sector during Rajapakse's vist to Russia.
In particular, they focused on Gazprom's possible
participation in the development of offshore
hydrocarbon deposits in Sri Lanka. According to the
Sri Lankan government, the republic has eight oil
and gas blocs in the Mannar basin, northwestern
coast.

SARATH FONSEKA DETAINED: Sri Lanka's
former Army Chief and Opposition presidential
candidate, General Sarath Fonseka, was taken into
custody by military personnel from his office on 8
February. The government accused the commander-
turned-politician of plotting a coup to overthrow
President Mahinda Rajapaksa and assassinate his
family members. In what is regarded as one of the
biggest shake-ups in the post-independence history
of the island nation, the President, ordered a
reshuffle of the top brass of the military and nearly
30 supporters of the retired General have been either
detained or taken for questioning.

CEPATOBENEFITINDIAANDE SRILANKA:
Addressing the National Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Ashok K. Kantha, India's High
commissioner in Sri Lanka said, Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) between
Sri Lanka and India, would address problems in the
Indo-Lanka Free Trade Agreement (FTA), and open
opportunities for both countries. CEPA will include
provisions to identify and root-out all non-tariff
barriers, and will extend the existing FTA to cover
trade in services, investments, a deeper coverage in
trade in goods and enhancements in economic
cooperation in areas of mutual interest. He said, the
comprehensive partnership would also attempt to
introduce paperless trade, and include provisions to
minimize delays, increase transparency and
incorporate advance rulings. Sri Lankan testing labs
willberecognized in India, which would cutdown 90
percent of the trade barriers. The agreement would
open new avenues with India ready to offer a
reductionof 114 items fromits negative list, while Sri
Lanka offered to remove only 32 items. The
agreement would allow Sri Lanka to export more
garment products under CEPA. India would allow
Sri Lankan professionals to find employment in
India while Sri Lanka only opened two sub
sectors; More investment opportunities would be
given to Sri Lankan firms; He said Sri Lankan banks
could be opened in India under CEPA. Further
economic cooperation in areas such as
manufacturing, services, transportand infrastructure
development would be encouraged; India will also
help Sri Lanka to develop science, technology and
humanresourcesundertheagreement.

INDIA WANTS TO EMPOWER TAMILS:
Delivering the Rajaji memorial lecture, Indian
external affairs minister, SM Krishna said India
wants Sri Lanka to empower the minority Tamil
speaking people through a political process and open
anew chapter in the island nation's history. India was
for the implementation of the 13th Amendment to the
Lankan Constitution conferring equal rights to
people. The 13th amendment gave effect to the
devolution provisions of the Indo-Lanka Accord,
signed in July 1987. When asked if India sought to
play a key role in Lankan affairs, he said New Delhi
would "assist the friendly power in whatever manner
possible."

UNP CANDIDATES TO GIVE AFFIDAVITS
NOT TO CROSS OVER IF ELECTED TO
PARLIAMENT: Several UNP professionals have
proposed to Opposition Leader Ranil
Wickremesinghe to get affidavits and letters of
resignation from UNP candidates at the general
election that they would not cross over after being
elected to parliament through the UNP. They have
called on the Opposition Leader to pay special
attention to this matter as there was a possibility of
the President trying to entice UNP parliamentarians
after the election by offering them various perks and
privileges like he has done in the past.

COMMONWEALTH EXPERT TEAM SAY
OVERALL POLLS NOT DEMOCRATIC: The
Final Report of the Commonwealth Expert Team
which observed the 26 January Presidential election
in Sri Lanka said that overall the 2010 Presidential
elections in Sri Lanka did not fully meet key
benchmarks for democratic elections. The
Commonwealth Secretary-General, Kamalesh
Sharma, in releasing the report noted, many of the

problems identified reflect the same problems
identified during previous elections. These
problems — which have also been highlighted by the
country's own Commissioner of Elections — will
hopefully receive urgent consideration.

MARTIN LUTHER KING III TO HELP HEAL
LANKA-US RIFT: Martin Luther King III, son of
the US civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr., was
in Sri Lanka to attend a series of civil rights events,
including the opening of the Martin Luther King Jr.
Commemorative Exhibition, “Justice Everywhere”,
at the National Art Gallery, Colombo. During his
visit, President Rajapakse had asked Mr. King to
“see if there is anything we could do to facilitate a
better relationship with the US”. Mr King was quick
to point out that Realizing the Dream did not
represent the US government, but said his
organisation could certainly help “build abridge”.

RUSSIA TO GIVE $300 MILLION ARMS
LOAN TO SRI LANKA: Russia has agreed to give
Sri Lanka a $300 million loan to buy Russia arms and
dual use equipment for its armed forces following
President Dmitry Medvedev 's scheduled talks with
Sri Lankan President who was visiting Russia to
attend the Golden Jubilee celebrations of his alma
mater - Peoples Friendship University of Russia, till
1991 known as Patrice Lumumba Friendship
University.

OBAMA CALLS FOR NATIONAL
RECONCILLIATION: In a congratulatory
message to Rajapaksa on the 62nd anniversary of
independence, Obama said: "The recent end of the
war creates a historic opportunity for Sri Lanka to
heal the divisions of conflict, and build a society that
offers equality and opportunity for all. For the first
time on over a generation, Sri Lanka is not under the
shadow of terrorism." He added: "Iurge you to seize
this opportunity to provide the leadership that will
allow all Sri Lankans to come together and meet their
aspirations to live in a country that is rooted in
tolerance, respect for human rights, accountability,
the rule of law, and freedom of the press- all elements
essential for national reconciliation”

INDIA LAUNCHES NAVAL EXERCISE OFF
ANDAMANS: India launched a 13-nation naval
exercise off its Andaman archipelago aimed at
improving disaster management. It said that the
exercise was not an attempt to form a security bloc.
The exercises was the biggest naval event off the
India-administered island cluster since 2007 when a
smaller exercise involving Australia, India, Japan,
Singapore and the United States washeld. Thistime,
the navies of Australia, Banglades, Brunei,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singa pore, Sri
Lanka, Thailand, the Philippines, New Zealand
and Vietnamtookpart.

INDIAN INTENTION NOT TO LEAD INDIAN
OCEAN REGION: With the US wanting India to
have a greater security role in the Indian Ocean
Region as a naval force, Indian Navy Chief Admiral
Nirmal Verma has said, his force has no intention of
becoming the “headmaster” of the region. He,
however, wanted to initiate the process for
cooperative policing of the high seas against threats
like piracy.

DUCH AID TO RENOVATE JAFFNA FORT:
The Dutch government has pledged 62.1 million
rupees as a grant from the Shared Heritage Fund to
conserve the 300-year-old fort in northern Jaffna,
according to media minister Anura Yala. The project
total cost has been estimated at 104.5 million rupees,
with the balance funds coming from the Sri Lankan
government. The first phase of the project, aimed at
restoringthe fortand turningitintoatouristattraction,
is scheduled to be done during the period November
2009 to December 2012. The Jaffna fort is said to be
the second largest surviving fort in the island and had
been well-preserved until the outbreak of the ethnic
conflictintheearly 1980s. The fortserved as anarmy
garrison from the inception of the war. Originally
built by Portuguese colonial rulers in 1619, the fort
was rebuilt and expanded by the Dutch who
succeededthemduringthe 1 7thand 1 8thcenturies.

OPPOSITION ACCUSED GOVERNMENT OF
TRYING TO DESTRY BUDDHISM: Opposition
leader Ranil Wickramasinghe said a certain section
of Buddhist monks (a Heretic Sect) have threatened
to divide the main Nikaya among the four major
Buddhist chapters. Speaking to journalists in
Colombo, he said the alleged threats made to
Mahanayake thero of the Malwatta Chapter, Most
Ven. Thibbotuvave Sri Sumangala thero, has been
warned by certain leading Buddhist monks to cancel
the proposed Sangha convention or they would
divide the Malwatta Chapter. The United National
Party (UNP) leader alleged that the government,
which is bound to secure and protect Buddhism as
per the country's constitution, has been "sponsoring"
these threats.

005 CxrHul SLaIENTEF Si6UIQ&H6IT

eulpgeufl 2010

SRI LANKA'S OPPOSITION COALITION
SPLITS: Sri Lanka's opposition coalition
announced that it has split after its defeated
presidential candidate was detained on allegations
of'sedition, further strengthening President Mahinda
Rajapaksa ahead of April 8 parliamentary polls.
Opposition official Vijitha Herath said the coalition
of four main parties and several smaller groups
broke up after its biggest partner, the United
National Party, decided to go it alone in the
upcoming elections. The split will weaken
opposition prospects of checking Rajapaksa's power
by taking control of Parliament after his re-election
as president last month. Rajapaksa's ruling coalition
controlled 128 seats in the 225-member legislature
before it was dissolved earlier this month for the
elections. Herath said other opposition parties are
now planning to form a new front with defeated
presidential candidate Gen. Sarath Fonseka.

THOUSANDS STILL IN DETENTION
CAMPS: Tens of thousands of Tamil civilians, who
fled the fighting in the final days of the military's
offensive against the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE), continue to remain in squalid
detention camps in northern Sri Lanka. Unofficial
figures say, around 80,000 people still in the Manik
Farmcamps.

UK ARRIVALS HELP SRI LANKA TOURISM
BOOM: Sri Lanka's Tourism Development
Authority announced there has been a 25 percent rise
in tourist arrivals from the UK since the end of the
war between the government and the LTTE ast year.
Figures also show that tourist arrivals in Sri Lanka
rose by nearly 32 percent in January.

SRI LANKA NOT TO HARM INDIAN
STRATEGIC INTERESTS: Sri Lanka will seek
“step-by-step reconciliation” with the Tamil
minority and will never hurt India's strategic
interests, Colombo's special envoy Prasad
Kariyawasam said amid concerns about China's
growinginfluenceintheislandnation. Chinaisanold
friend, but India is an older friend. Our relations with
Indiagoback?2,000years. Ourpoliticaland economic
friendship with China will not be at the expense of
India,” Kariyawasamtold [ANS inaninterview. “We
will notbe a party to any mechanism or effort to harm
India's strategic interests. Harming India's interests
will be like harming our interests,” he said, when
asked to comment about concerns in New Delhi over
Beijing's growing presence in Colombo. China has
pledged $350 million as post-war financial aid to Sri
Lanka and has bagged a large chunk of development
projects which are estimated to be worth over $6
billion. India has pledged Rs.500 crore (around $100
million) for rehabilitation of around 300,000
internally displaced people and is also involved in a
widearray ofinfrastructureprojects.

SRI LANKAN PARLIAMENT DISSOLVED:
Sri Lanka's recently re-elected President
Mahinda Rajapaksa dissolved parliament at
midnight (18.30 GMT), clearing the way for early
elections. The term of Sri Lanka's parliament was to
have ended on 22 April, with an election to be held as
late as June. But, Election laws require a poll to be
held between six and eight weeks from dissolution
which means according to officials to be held on 8
April, with parliament convening on 22 April.

LANGUAGE POLICY NOT FULLY
IMPLEMENTED: In the post war scenario as
Government seeks to bring about national
reconciliation, the implementation of the official
language policy which plays akey role in the success
of the effort still lags far behind expected levels
according to the most recent Language Resources
Needs Assessment Survey conducted by the Official
Languages Commission (OLC). A striking factor of
the survey which covered 50 state institutions was
the fact there was a very low percentage of officers
proficient in Tamil serving in the public
administration sector. The report revealed in areas
outside the north and east the percentage of officers
proficient in Tamil was 9.5%, compared with 18.1%
officers proficient in Sinhala in the north and east.
Sinhala is the language of administration in areas
outside the north and east while Tamil is the
language of administration in these two areas. For a
Tamil speaking population of around 1.1 million in
areas outside the two provinces, there was a total of
only 6,626 officers proficient in Tamil at executive,
subordinate and minor employee level or around
9.5%, while in the northern and eastern provinces for
around 365,000 Sinhalese speaking persons, there
were 540 officers proficient in Sinhalese at different
levels or around 18.1%. The survey also found that
the degree of awareness of the language policy
among all categories of public servants/corporation
employees is either poor or very poor and the same is
true of members of the public who are unaware of

their language rights.
*
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Tamil Costume - Saree

saree or sari is a garment worn by women in the Indian
Subcontinent. It is a strip of unstitched cloth, ranging
from five to nine meters in length that is draped over
the body in various styles. The most common style is for the

saree to be wrapped around the waist, with one end then draped
over the shoulder baring the midriff.

The word 'sari' evolved from the Prakrit word 'sattika' as
mentioned in earliest Jain and Buddhist literature. The history
of Indian clothing trace the sari back to the Indus Valley
Civilization, which flourished during 2800-1800 BCE around
the western part of the Subcontinent. It is said that the earliest
known depiction of the saree in the Indian subcontinent is the
statue of an Indus valley priest wearing a drape.

Ancient Tamil poetry, such as the Silappadhikaram and the
Kadambari by Banabhatta, describes women in exquisite
drapery or saree. In ancient Indian tradition and the Natya
Shastra (an ancient Indian treatise describing ancient dance
and costume), the navel of the Supreme being is considered to
be the source of life and creativity, hence the midriffis to be left
bare by the saree.

Some costume historians believe that the men's dhoti, which
is the oldest Indian draped garment, is the forerunner of the
saree. They say that until the 14th century, the dhoti was worn
by both men and women.

"Sculptures from Mathura, Gupta and Gandhara schools
(2nd - 6th century CE)............ " show goddesses and dancers
wearing what appears to be a dhoti wrap, in the "fishtail"
version which covers the legs loosely and then flows into a
long, decorative drape in front of the legs. No bodices are
shown. Other sources say that everyday costume consisted of a
dhoti or lungi (sarong), combined with a breast band and a veil
that could be used to cover the upper body or head. Itis said that
the two-piece Kerala mundum neryathum (mundu, a dhoti or
sarong, neryath, a shawl, in Malayalam) is a survival of ancient
Indian clothing styles and the one-piece saree is a modern
innovation.

One point of particular controversy is the history of the choli,
or saree blouse, and the petticoat. Some researchers say that
these were unknown before the British arrived in India, and that
they were introduced to satisfy Victorian ideas of modesty.
Previously, women only wore one draped cloth and casually
exposed the upper body and breasts. Other historians point to
much textual and artistic evidence for various forms of breast
band and upper-body shawl.

The most common style is for the saree to be wrapped around
the waist, with pleats in the front. The remaining part of the saree
is neatly folded and pinned on the left shoulder, baring the
stomach. However, the saree can be draped in several different
styles.

How to wear?

For wearing a saree the person needs a matching blouse and a
matching petticoat.

Neatly tuck one end of the saree into the band of the petticoat
on the waist. After wrapping the sari cloth around the waist once
more, the saree is neatly folded into pleats, which are then tucked
into the waistband of the petticoat just below the navel. Then
after wrapping it around the body one more time, the other
decorative end of the saree comes diagonally in front of the torso
and draped over the left shoulder.

STEP1:

1. A waist - to - floor length petticoat
tied tightly at the waist by a
drawstring.

2. A tight fitting blouse that ends just
below the bust.

STEP2:

After step one you take the saree
and tuck the plain end of the sari
into the petticoat for one
complete turn from right to left.
Make sure that the lower end of
the saree touches the floor

STEP 3:

Beginning from the tucked-in
end start making pleats in the
saree, about 5 inches deep.

STEP4:

Make about 7 to 10 pleats and hold them up
together so that they fall straight and even

STEPS:

Tuck the pleats into the waist slightly to
the left of the navel, and make sure that
they are turned towards the left.

After this you take the sari and tuck the
plain end of the saree into the petticoat for
one complete turn from right to left. Make
sure that the lower end of the saree touches
the floor

STEP6:

The end portion thus draped is the pallu,
and can be prevented from slipping off by
fixing it at the shoulder to the blouse with
a small safety pin. You are now draped in
asaree.
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