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The ruler, who has no men to point out his mistakes,
rebuke, and correct him is vulnerable and he will
pave his own way to decline and ruin, even if he has
no enemies to contrive his downfall.

PEOPLING OF THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT:
PARA-DRAVIDIANS AND TIBETO-BURMESE
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What do we mean by
Community!

“A primitive tribe may not produce much
wealth, but all members are capable of an
independent life. Each shares all the
knowledge possessed by the tribe. They

know the habits of animals, birds, and
fishes. They can make their own shelter,
clothing, and weapons. In short, they are
all capable of supplying their own wants.
The independence of all of the members
makes them free contracting parties in their
relations with the community."
Best wishes to Meedchi

- Anandan
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“The flower of the Tamil race is perhaps to be found in
the north of Ceylon. Here undoubtedly the purest Tamil is
spoken in the present day; and since Madura, in the Madras
Presidency (reputed in ancient times and under the august
influence of the Pandian Kings, the Ptolemies of India to
have been the Athens of Southern Hindostan), ceased to be
a seat of learning under repeated aggressions from the
barbaric hordes of Hyder Ali and Tippoo Sahib, Jaffna the
capital of the north of Ceylon, has become the great focus
of the Tamil servants. Here Oriental learning yet flourishes
side by side with Occidental seminaries and colleges.
There are few places in the East where one could find a
community of men as orderly, intelligent and industrious
as the Tamils of Jaffna.
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Grace Short House
Active Living Project Co-ordinator
Raleigh House 14, Nelson Road
New Malden, Surrey KT3 5 EA
Telephone : 0209428256
email : grace@aaeconcernkingston

Royal Borough of Kingston

Guildhall 2, Kingston - on -Thames

Surrey KT11EL1

Phone: 020 8547 5207
BememwgHlev GuDMIG Csmeen:

www.kingston.gov.uk/active-living
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THE PEOPLES AND CULTURES OF PREHISTORIC SRI LANKA
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PEOPLING OF THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT: PARA-DRAVIDIANS AND TIBETO-BURMESE
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ANAGAKING AS A STAIRCASE GUARDIAN AT ANURADHAPURA

THE MESOLITHIC PEOPLE WITH
GENETIC MARKER M20

Following the earliest migration of the Australoid (Veddoid)
population, the next major wave of migration of people into the
Indian subcontinent occurred 30,000 years ago during the
Mesolithic Age from the Middle-East lands adjacent to the
Mediterranean. The men from this ethnic group carried with them
a genetic marker M20, in the DNA of their Y-chromosome.
Although this marker is present all over India, it reaches a
frequency of over 50% among the Dravidian speaking peoples of
South India at present, while it is found only sporadically outside
India (Spencer Wells: 2003: 166).

We have already seen that the Proto-Dravidian language was
brought to India, although from the same region, by a later group
carrying the genetic marker M 172 who entered India during 9,000
BCE. The frequency of this genetic group is only 19.1% in Tamil
Nadu at present. The present genetic distribution shows that the
fore-fathers of the carriers of M20 who now constitutes more than
50% of the South Indians have adopted the Dravidian languages,
and themselves have become 'Dravidians'. These ancient people,
the carriers of the genetic marker M20 are labelled as the 'Para-
Dravidians'.

In Sri Lanka, the Mesolithic (the Middle Stone Age) which
followed the Paleolithic (Old Stone Age) extended over a very
long period. As we have learnt earlier, while the whole of the
Mesolithic period lasted through the last Ice Age, Sri Lanka was
joined to the Indian mainland as a single landmass. For those
prehistoric inhabitants, South India and Sri Lanka was one
common territory. 'There would have been unimpeded gene-flow
between southernmost India and Sri Lanka from the Paleolithic
onwards' (Deraniyagala, S.U. 1992). Thus, these Mesolithic
people carrying the genetic marker M20 would have arrived in Sri
Lanka as well, as soon as they occupied South India.

Long before the arrival of the Megalithic Culture, the
Mesolithic population appears to have spread over various
physical and environmental zones with the exception of the
northern peninsula and the lower Mahaweli basin of north-east Sri
Lanka. As Siran Deraniyagala stated, “the Mesolithic folk appear
to have settled in practically every nook and corner of Sri Lanka
raging from the damp and cold High Plains such as Maha-eliya, to
the arid lowlands of Mannar and Vilpattu, and to the steamy
equatorial rainforests of Sabragamuwa. The absence of chert and
quartz as well as surface water supply in the Jaffna peninsula
seems to be the reason for the failure of this area to attract the
Mesolithic people”.(Deraniyagala, S.U. 1992:271,487).

THE PARA-DRAVIDIANS IN
INDIAAND SRI LANKA

The four major genetic groups who preceded the Indo-Aryans
in the Indian subcontinent are the Australoid-Veddoid, the Para-
Dravidians, the Dravidians and the Tibeto-Burmese. The
Paleolithic Australoids carrying the Y-Chromosome DNA genetic
marker M130, were the original inhabitants who migrated from
Africa, and who have been living in the subcontinent for the past
70,000 years; the Mesolithic Mediterranean migrants arrived in
the subcontinent 30,000 years ago and have the DNA genetic
marker M20; and the Neolithic Proto-Dravidians with the genetic
marker M172, arrived in South India-Sri Lanka possibly as early
as 10,000 years ago, but positively around 3,200 years ago as
evidenced by the arrival of the Megalithic Culture. The fourth
group are the Tibeto-Burmese of Mongoloid descent (genetic

marker M175),  presently living around the Himalayan foot-
hills, who are almost rare in Sri Lanka.

Genetic surveys conducted among the South Indian
Dravidian speakers show that the Proto-Dravidians'
descendants(M172) constitutes only 19.1% of the population; the
Austrloid element (M130) constitutes 11%; but the bulk of the
speakers- the Para-Dravidians carrying the M20 contributes up to
50%in some areas, whom we believe are the descendants of the
ancient Nagas and other tribes, who have mixed-up with the
Australoid and Proto-Dravidian ethnic groups over the millennia
and have become part of the Dravidian milieu Lluis Quintana-
Murci et al. 2001; Spencer Wells 2003; Sengupta, S. et al 2006).
To add to this gene pool 10% of the South Indian population at
present carry the DNA genetic marker M17, the marker which
identifies the Indo-Aryans, brought here mainly through the
Brahmin migration. Thus, the present-day Dravidian speakers of
South India are not a homogenous ethnic group, but a mixture of
four major genetic groups: the Para-Dravidians, the Proto-
Dravidians, the Australoids and the Indo-Aryans and a few minor
ones too.

Two major Para-Dravidian clans who were absorbed into the
Dravidian ethnic groups are identified in South India. This could
be true of Sri Lanka as well, as it was part of the Indian
subcontinent until 7,000 years ago. The two clans are (1). The
Nagas and (2).The Paratavar. There may be other minor groups as
well. The group called Eluvars or Ilavars could be among the first
wave of the Proto-Elamo-Dravidians who took a coastal
migratory route from Elam in the Middle East to South India at the
end of the last Ice Age 11,000 years ago, carrying the genetic
marker M172, and were genetically unrelated to the earlier Para-
Dravidians. This group will be discussed in a later chapter.

THE NAGAS

The Nagas were clans of Middle-East migrants with the
genetic marker M20, who arrived in the Indian subcontinent
30,000 years ago. It has been claimed that, they were so named
because of their religious practice of worshipping the serpent,
which they brought from their original Middle-Eastern and
Mediterranean homelands, and have assembled as totemic clans
under the Naga banner. They called themselves 'Nakas' as some of
their later epigraphic records and names on coins testify, and some
of the Naga kings had the serpent as their royal emblem. Most of
the stone sculptures of Nagas carry either a single headed or a
multi-headed serpent. Because of this practice of serpent worship,
the Nagas themselves were described as serpents in later puranic
(mythical) literature.

THE THREE KINDS OF NAGAS

Indian literary sources speak about three different kinds of
Nagas: (1). Historical sources which describes them as ancient
tribes, who became rulers of several lands in India. (2). The Nagas
of Tibeto-Burmese origin who occupy today's Nagaland and other
North-East Indian territories of the Himalayan foot-hills.(3). The
Puranic sources which describes them as non-human beings, or
people of the underworld endowed with supernatural powers,
who could turn themselves into serpents at will. Of course several
writers have mixed up these groups with one another.

THE NAGAS OF GREATER INDIA

The ancient Mesolithic Nagas of Greater India were a
prominent pre-Aryan ethnic group in the Indian subcontinent, and
during historical times their names are preserved in literature and
epigraphy in various parts of India and Sri Lanka in the lands and
regions they occupied Nagpur, Nagarjunakonda, Nagapattinam,
Nagarcot, Nagapuram, Nagarcoil, Nagarkomal, Nagarmunai etc.
During the historical period many of the Nagas became powerful
kings, and are consistently mentioned in historical records.

The Mahabharata refers to a Naga Kingdom, and several
Naga tribes spread throughout India. They were also mentioned in
the Rajatharangini, an ancient Sanskrit historical work as
occupying the Kashmira (Kashmir) region. The region of river
Vitasta (Jhelum) in Kashmira is mentioned as the abode of Naga
Takshaka. Takshasila (Taxila), the city just to the west of this
river was built by, and named after him.

The Mahabharata epic begins its initial chapters (Adi Parva),
with a history of Nagas in quite some detail. It is assumed that
while Mahabharata was taking shape as an enormous epic, the
Nagas were a dominant force in ancient India. More than a
hundred Naga tribe names are mentioned in the epic- Kotisa,
Manasa, Purna, Cala, Halmaka, Pichchala, Konapa, Cakra,
Kalavega, Prakalana, Hirayavahu, Carana, Kakshaka, Kaladanta
and many others.

The Buddhist records speak of Naga rulers in Kampilya.
Nagadatta and Nagasena are among the names of kings
mentioned in the Allahabad pillar inscription of Samudra Gupta.
The name Nagarjuna is a common name among the kings of
several Indian dynasties. Nagavardhana was a nephew of the
Chalukya king Pulakesin II. Powerful Naga kings were ruling in
Nagpur during the second and first centuries CE. Nagabhatta was
a king of Gujerat around 800CE. The kingdoms of Chakrakuta
and Boghavati in Central India were ruled by the Kings of
Nagavamsa, with their tiger crest and snake banner until the
eleventh century CE. (Rasanayagam, S. ).
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There are historians who believe that the famous Maurya
Dynasty of North India is not only non-Aryan, but really a
succession of Naga kings: (1).Bimbisara (2). Ajatsattu (3).
Udhayabhadda (4). Anuruddha (5). Munda (6). Nagadasaka (7).
Susunaga (8). Kalasoka (9). Ten sons of Kalasoka (10). Nanda
(11). Candagutta (12). Bindusara (13). Asoka. The names of
Nagadasaka and his son Susunaga being Nagas could be gleaned
from their names.

Not only did the Naga princes intermarry with the royal
families of the Dravidians, but they were also readily admitted to
the Aryan fold. Sisu Naga, a prince of Naga extraction was the
founder of one of the early ruling dynasties of Magadha, and the
princes of this dynasty are called 'Kshatrya bandava' or
'Kshatriyadamah,' epithets which carry the meanings 'kings with
Kshatrya connections' and 'Kshatriyas of low order.'(Indian
Antiquary 1920: 10).

The Nagas were worshippers of the God Siva, and their clans
named 'Raghu' and 'Kethu' were ardent Siva devotees. They also
worshipped serpents, which is an icon of Lord Siva. These clan
names were later accepted into the Hindu pantheon as serpent-
deities. The snake around the neck of God Siva is a contribution of
the Nagas. It is believed that the original Siva temple of
Thiruketheeswaram at Matota in Sri Lanka was built by the Kethu
clan of Nagas. (Xavier, J.T. 1977: 25).

THE MAJOR LINGUISTIC GROUPS OF THE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT

THEMYTHOLOGICALNAGAS

In Indian mythology Nagas are depicted as non-human
beings, as serpents, as rulers of the underworld, and as humans
who could turn into serpents at will. This may be the result of the
antipathy the Indo-Aryans had for the earlier inhabitants.
Furthermore, there was an actual Naga city in ancient India called
'Pathala,’ which in Sanskrit also means the 'underworld'. This
could have been misinterpreted by ordinary folk, and they were
made rulers of the underworld.

A modern-day historian is describing the Nagas as follows:
“The Nagas are a race of serpent beings. Most often they manifest
themselves with half-man, half-serpent bodies, or appear in the
guise of a cobra. They can take many different forms including
snakes, humans with snake tails, and normal humans, often
beautiful maidens. A precious gem is embedded in their heads
endowing them with supernatural powers including invisibility.
Some are demoniac, some neutral and some helpful.” This reads
like a passage from a science-fiction novel rather than a historical
account.

Even Paranavitana, the doyen among Sri Lankan historians,
when discussing the Nagas of Nagadipa (Jaffna), dismissed them
as non-human beings. In his 1961 paper 'The Arya Kingdom of
North Ceylon' he says that “in the Mahavamsa and the
Manimekalai, as indeed in the ancient Sanskrit and Pali literature
in general, the Nagas are never represented as human beings, but
as a class of super-human beings....Certain places in the world of
men such as Nagadipa and Kalyani in Ceylon are also mentioned
as their abodes but the fact they were not regarded as human
beings is proved by the statement in the Mahavamsa that at the
time of Buddha's visit to Nagadipa and other places in Ceylon
there were no human beings in the Island”’(Paranavitana, S.
1961). Contrary to his own beliefs about the Nagas of Nagadipa,
the same historian in a textbook he published two years
previously, accepted the Nagas not only as human beings but
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human enough to be kings of Sri Lanka, and gave a list of Naga
kings who ruled from Anuradhapura (Paranavitana, S. ed. 1959).

THE PARATAVARS

The Paratavar were a group living mainly in southern Tamil
Nadu along the coastal areas, and across the Gulf of Mannar in Sri
Lanka. They were engaged in various maritime activities
including fishing, pearl fishery and trade. From the various
references in the Sangam Tamil poetry, it is evident that they were
apowerful and influential group. The Paratavar played a dominant
role in establishing a coastal sea traffic, enhancing the economy of
the country through an extensive network of trade, and
contributed a lot for development of South Indian civilization.

By the third century BCE, southern kingdoms were familiar
with large scale maritime trade, and their literature refers to
harbours, docks, lighthouses, custom offices, and all the usual
buildings associated with ports. Whereas on the whole, Indians
preferred to allow sailors of other nations to transport their goods,
the Cholas retained a large share in the carrying trade of the Indian
Ocean. They built a variety of ships, including light coastal
vessels, large ships made of single logs tied together, and yet larger
ones for long distance voyages to Malaya and South-East Asia.
According to Pliny the larger Indian ship was seventy-five tons,
but other sources give bigger estimates. Ships holding three, five,
or even seven hundred passengers are frequently mentioned in
literary sources. Ships arriving at Broach were received by pilot
boats and conducted each into a separate berth at the docks
(Romila Thapar 1966).

Trade with the Yavanas was not the only commercial outlet
open to the South Indians. Soon there was an extension of trade
with South-east Asia, caused at first by the Roman demand for
spices which led the Indian merchants to venture as middlemen to
Malaya, java, Sumatra, Cambodia and Borneo the sources of
spices. Gradually during the Common Era, a bigger trade
developed with Indian traders settling in South-east Asia. In this,
traders from the west and south cost of India took the lead. Later
South Indian traders dominated this trade. Although merchants
from Kalinga and Magadha were also prominent traders, during
the early history of this trade they concentrated their commercial
activities mainly with Sri Lanka, Burma and the east coast of India
(Romila Thapar 1966). The South Indian Maritime activities were
essentially a contribution of the Parathavar. They enhanced the
economic status of the country, became very powerful, and appear
to have had their own rulers who were a threat even to the Pandya
kings.

THE TIBETO-BURMESE PEOPLE

The Tibeto-Burmese peoples who occupy the Himalayan
mountainous regions of the far north and north-east India are
described as Sino-Tibetans because of their genetic and linguistic
origins. They have arrived in India in several waves from China,
Tibet and Burma between 6,000 and 4,000 BCE. The important
regions they occupy are Nepal, Bhutan, Assam and the Nagaland.

Anthropologically, the Tibeto-Burmese have a muscular
frame, yellow complexion, flat nose, small eyes, high cheek
bones, and scanty beard belonging to the Mongoloid group; and
carry with them the genetic marker M175. This genetic stock has
not found its way into the Sinhalese or the South Indian
Dravidians except perhaps on a rare occasion. They are essentially
confined to the Himalayan regions and North-East India.

THE NEPALESE

The Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal is a landlocked
country in South Asia, bordered to the north by China and to the
south, east and west by India. The mountainous north contains
eight of the world's ten highest mountains, including the highest of
them all, Mount Everest. It has a population of 30 million.
Kathmandu is the nation's capital and the country's largest
metropolitan city.

Nepal is a country of diverse and rich history, culture and
religions. Nepal is the birthplace of Siddhartha Gautama, who as
the Buddha gave to the world one of its greatest religions. At
present it is a minority religion. Hinduism is practiced by a greater
majority of people in Nepal than in any other nation. Nepal's
diverse linguistic heritage evolved from four major language
groups: Tibeto-Burman, Mongolian, Indo-Aryan and various
indigenous language isolates. According to the 2001 national
census 92 different languages are spoken in Nepal, Nepali being
spoken by 57% of the population.

Neolithic tools found in the Kathmandu valley indicate that
people have been living in this Himalayan region for at least 9,000
years. It appears that the Kirant ethnic people were the first to
settle in Nepal and lived there for about 2,500 years, before the
arrival of the Tibeto-Burmese.

By about 1,000 BCE, small kingdoms have begun to appear n
Nepal. From one of these, the Shakya confederation, arose a
prince named Siddhartha Gautama (563 483 BCE), who later
renounced his royalty to lead an ascetic life and came to be known
asthe'Buddha' the enlightened one. By 250 BCE, the region came
under the influence of the Mauryan empire of North India (Shaha,
R.1992).

THE BHUTANESE

Bhutan is a landlocked nation in South Asia located at the
eastern end of the Himalaya Mountains, bordered to the south, east
and west by India and to the north by China. Bhutan is separated
from the nearby country of Nepal to the west, by the Indian state of
Sikkim. The Bhutanese call their country Druk Yul meaning 'the
land of the Thunder Dragon'.

Bhutan's landscape ranges from subtropical plains to the south
to the Himalayan heights in the north, with some peaks exceeding
7,000 metres. The state religion is Vajrayana Buddhism, and the
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population of 700,000 is predominantly Buddhist, with Hinduism
being the second largest religion.

Stone tools, weapons, elephant bones, and remnants of large
stone structures provide evidence that Bhutan was inhabited as
early as 2,000 BCE. The aboriginal people of Bhutan were known
as Monpa, who gave the earlier name Monyul to the country.

Bhutanese tradition is deeply steeped in its Buddhist heritage.
During the third century BCE, Mauryan emperor Ashoka sent the
royal monk Massim Sthavira to Bhutan to spread Buddhism.
Buddhism was re-introduced to Bhutan in the seventh century
CE. Hinduism is the second dominant religion in Bhutan, being
prevalent in the southern regions.

The official language of Bhutan is Dzongkha, a Tibetan
dialect. Dzongkha has a close linguistic resemblance to Jumowa,
and Dranjonke spoken in southern Tibet (Wangchchuk, L. 2008).

THE CHINGMEE NAGAS OF NAGALAND

The Nagas are a group of tribal people inhabiting the Indian
state of Nagaland, parts of Manipur, Assam, and Arunachal
Pradesh and the north-western hill tracks of Myanmar (Burma)
such as the Sagaing district. There are several Naga dialects
belonging to the Tibeto-Burman languages group of the Sino-
Tibetan languages family. The Nagas traditionally are tribally
organized, with a strong warrior tradition. Their villages are sited
on hilltops and till the latter part of the 19th century, they made
frequent armed raids on the plains below. Although the tribes do
not form a homogeneous group considering the diversity in their
language and traditions, they have many similarities in their
culture which set them apart from the neighboring occupants of
the region. The Nagas today number around 4 million in
population.

Nagaland is a mountainous state located in the far north-
eastern part of India adjacent to Myanmar (Burma). It borders the
state of Assam to the west, Arunachal Pradesh and part of Assam
to the north, Manipur to the south and Myanmar to the east. The
Naga Hills rise from the Brahmaputra valley in Assam to about
2,000 feet (610m) and rise further to the southeast as high as 6,000
feet (1,800 m). These people were originally referred to as the
Chingmee people; and gained the name Nagas only in recent
times after the arrival of the British; probably so named by the
British administrators.

There is no scholarly consensus regarding the origins of these
Nagas and how they got the same name as the ancient Nagas of
Greater India; and very little is known of the Mongoloid groups
whose southwesterly migration brought them to the sub
Himalayan region of north-eastern India and north-western
Myanmar. These tribes speak Tibeto-Burman dialects and it is
probable that their original homeland was in the region between
the Huang Ho and the Yantze Ch'ang rivers in north-western
China and that they came in successive waves of migration
spreading over the centuries between 6,000 4,000 BCE.(Sanyu,
V.1996).

Although the presence of mongoloid groups in the region had
been attested as early as 10 B.C. the Nagas had maintained little
outside contact till the later part of the 13th century. Oral
traditions abound among the many tribes regarding how they
came, dispersed etc. but such accounts are steeped in myth and
superstition and hence no concrete facts about their arrival to the
region can emerge. Curious coincidences of culture and language
through the Pacific led some scholars to suggest that the Nagas
were an off-shoot of groups which had originally descended from
the Central Asian plateau.

Sculpture of a Naga princess of South India Mediterranean-Dravidic Type
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AA Naga girl of Nagaland Mongoloid Type

The Nagas of Nagaland and the surrounding regions are of
Mongoloid extraction and have nothing to do with the Middle-
East migrant Nagas of Greater India, or the serpent worship. Still
several writers confuse them with the ancient Nagas and have
associated the snake cult with them as well. At present, they are
the only people living in the world, who are called Nagas.
Carrying the dragon emblems, and huge dummy models of the
dragons during festivals are found among the Tibeto-Burmese as
well, as part of their Chinese cultural heritage; but they are not
known to worship them.

PEOPLE AND CULTURE

The people of Nagaland has several tribes of Chinese origin
Sumi, Lothas, Aangami, Kuki, Ao, Chakhesang, Chang, Konjak,
Phom, Pochry, Yimchungru, Zeliang etc. Weaving is a traditional
art handed down through generations. War dances and other
dances belong to distinctive Naga tribes are a major art form in
Nagaland.

An important aspect of the tribes is that each tribe has its own
mother tongue, and there are over 60 different dialects belonging
to the Sino-Tibetan family of Languages, but none of them has any
written scripts. Nagamese, a variant of Assamese is the market
language used for inter-tribal communication. English is the
official state language and the medium of Education.

Christianity is the predominant religion of Nagaland. It is the
only state in India where Christians form more than 90% of the
population. The state has a very high church attendance; and the
largest of Asia's churches dominate the skylines of Kohima,
Dimapur and Mokokchung.

Please note that the terms 'Mediterranean-Dravidic' and
'Mongoloid' are used in this chapter purely to explain their
different physical characteristics in anthropological terms to show
their diverse origins; and no racism is intended.
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ANGLICAN BISHOP APPEALS FOR
URGENT RESETTLEMENT OF REFUGEES:
The head of the Anglican Church in Colombo
Bishop Duleep de Chickera has called on the
government to resettle refugees held in camps in
the north of the country in their home areas,
allow media access and speed up reconstruction
and mine clearance. He stressed that the
government's decision to release internally
displaced persons (IDPs) from the camps must
be carried out urgently to avoid problems that
could arise with the onset of the monsoon season
expected to start in October. He said the
government should also issue regular updates of
the progress of the work to keep the displaced
people and the general public informed. Bishop
Chickera said there were reports that the
government was transferring civilians from one
camp to another under the guise of resettlement.
He said, “If persons said to be released are in fact
being transferred to other camps in different
regions, this is misleading and must stop.”

SRI LANKA HEADING TOWARDS
DEVELOPMENT PATH: Mass Media and
Information Minister Anura Priyadharshana
Yapa announced during the cabinet briefing that
Sri Lanka's inflation rate declined last month
from 6.6 % to 5.9% and the economy is now on a
sound footing heading towards a development
path with five new ports, and an investment 10
times the Mahaweli River Diversion Scheme.
The other development schemes include Uthuru
Vasanthaya, Negenahira Udanaya rehabilitation
and development programs of the North with
Norochcholai coal power plant and Deduru Oya
irrigation scheme. He further said that the
government has allocated millions on road
development, flyovers like the one in Dehiwala,
infrastructure development in the North, rail
road development and locomotives and other
projects like irrigation schemes with assistance
from Japan, China, World Bank, Asian Develop
ment Bank and aid from friendly nations.

TAMIL-MUSLIM JOINT STATEMENT: Five
Tamil and Muslim party leaders, R.Sampanthan,
M.P, Leader, ITAK, Leader, TNA ; Mano
Ganesan, M.P., Leader, DPF ; Rauff Hakeem,
M.P., Leader, SLMC; V.Anandasangaree,
Leader, TULF; K. Vigneswaran, Leader, AITUF
issued a joint communique on 30 September
that "the forcible detention of hundreds of
thousands of Tamil citizens of Sri Lanka in
camps for Internally Displaced Persons is
illegal, without basis in the Constitution and in
gross violation of international human rights
norms," and called for immediate action to "end
to military administration and restrictions
placed on civilians, and we urge the restoration
of full civilian administration to facilitate return
toeconomic and social normality.”

AUSTRALIA INVITES TAMIL DIASPORA
TO LOKK AT IDP SITUATION AND PEACE:
Some Australian Tamil organizations and some
Tamil individuals were invited to a meeting
convened by Mr David Holly, the Assistant
Secretary, South and West Asia Branch of the
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
(DFAT) in Canberra. The meeting was intended
to be a forward-looking discussion between
DFAT and AusAid, the foreign aid agency of
Australia, and the members of Tamil
community representatives on the current
situation in northern Sri Lanka and on the ways
both sides can work together to create lasting
peace in the region. The meeting was also
attended by the Australian Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Hon Stephen Smith who explained
about his government's approach in handling the
conflict in Sri Lanka, his government's aid
strategy and listened to the participants'
concerns, comments and suggestions. Mr. Noel
Nadesan, Editor 'Uthayam' presented a plan of
development activities which could be
undertaken by Australia along with India. The
plan includes vocational and technical
education in areas such as: Nursing and health
care, psychological counselling, auto
mechanics etc, computer related skills, baking,
plumbing, welding and entertainment,
hairdressing, tourism, university education,
school education, agricultural activities, animal
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husbandry, fisheries, agro-industries, alternate
power systems, support programs for skilled Sri
Lankan expatriates to return for short periods
and provide their services, health services and
media. The plan envisages that within the broad
area identified for development assistance,
specific projects can be developed in
collaboration with the government and other
institutions in Sri Lanka. An organizational
structure and a trust fund are being established
in Sri Lanka, specifically focused on the
resettlement, rehabilitation, and development
needs of the war-affected areas. This
organization will be linked to Sri Lankan
Diaspora organizations world-wide and will
solicit funds from the Diaspora, international
aid organizations and government aid programs.

GOVERNMENT SHOWS FOREIGN AID
UTILISATION SUCCESS: Latest Government
financial reports indicate that the country has
persistently shown a success in the receiving
and utilization of foreign aid. As of September
this year the Government had entered into
foreign aid agreements worth USD 812 million.
Sri Lanka received the highest ever recorded
figure of USD 2069 million foreign aid during
the last year. Several main donor countries and
agencies have expressed their consent to
contribute to the economical development of the
country with Asian Development Bank granting
USD 70 million for the implementation of the
road upgrading system in the Eastern and North-
Central provinces. According to government
reports, the World Bank apparently has agreed
to provide USD 75 million for the second phase
ofthe Community Development and Livelihood
Development project with an additional
contribution of USD 105 million for the
Regional Roads and Highway Development
Project. Apart from these the Government will
enter into an agreement with the Chinese
Government for the receiving of USD 891
million for the implementation of the second
phase of the Coal Power Plant in Puttalam. The
total foreign aid utilization in the year 2002
stood as USD 584 million. This amount
increased to USD 1,259 million by the year
2008 recording the highest foreign aid
utilization in history. Foreign aid utilization is
recorded as USD 849 million (Approx. Rs. 97,
600 million) as of September 23, 2009
compared to that of USD 760 million in the
previous year.

SRI LANKA LOSE INDUSTRIAL JOBS: The
quarterly labour force survey by Sri Lanka's
statistics office showed that Sri Lanka has lost
155,000 industrial jobs in the second quarter of
2009 from a year earlier, the services sector lost
99,000 but agriculture sector generated 118,000
jobs, while total unemployment rose slightly.
The survey does not include the Northern
province, which was wracked by a civil war till
May. But compared to the first quarter of 2009,
there was a gain of 19,721 industrial jobs,
though the services sector showed a loss of
34,155 and agriculture, showed a fall 0£230,350
from a peak of 2.6 million jobs in the first
quarter. Overall unemployment also rose to 6.3
percent 5.5 percent from a year earlier and 5.2
percent from the first quarter. The data excludes
both the Eastern and Northern provinces.

UN CRITICISES SRI LANKA CAMPS: The
United Nations issued its strongest criticism yet
of Sri Lanka over its continued internment of
250,000 people who fled fighting in the final
stages of the island's separatist war following
the visit of Walter Kaelin, the representative of
the United Nations secretary-general. He said
civilians held in tightly-guarded camps should
be granted freedom to ensure that the island
complied with its international obligations.
According to Kaelin, "Immediate and
substantial progress in restoring freedom of
movement for the displaced is an imperative if
Sri Lanka is to respect the rights of its citizens
and comply with its commitments and
obligations under international law”. He also
criticised the slow screening of people in the
camps for suspected Tamil Tiger rebels and
called for unhindered humanitarian access to the
camps by international and local aid workers.

SRI LANKA'S NEW FRIENDS: Disappointed
with the lack of support from the west at a
crucial time in its fight against the LTTE, Sri
Lanka has successfully bonded with new
friends. Vital support from a range of countries
including Iran, China and Libya has helped Sri
Lanka scoff at the big stick wielded by western
countries. According to Palitha Kohana, the new
Sri Lanka's ambassador at the United Nations,
“Many European countries started cutting back
on military assistance and development
assistance to Sri Lanka. The Millennium
Challenge Account of the U.S. was summarily
withdrawn from us. So, in the circumstances,
either we had to succumb to acknowledge
blackmail and compromise with terrorism, or
look for other friends, which we did. We shifted
our focus from our traditional contacts towards
the east, and we were very successful. In fact, we
hardly felt the pinch of the withdrawal of
western development assistance. One
prominent result of the relationships the
government has cultivated with countries in the
east is the arrest of Selavarajah Pathmanathan.
Better known as KP, Pathmanathan was the
chief procurer of arms and ammunition for the
LTTE. He had evaded the law and widely
travelled around the world despite being on
Interpol's wanted list. Less than three months
after Sri Lankan forces decimated the LTTE and
its leadership, Sri Lanka arrested Pathmanathan
in a dramatic coup. Over the last two or three
years, we have established extremely effective
linkages with these countries [such as Laos,
Vietnam and Cambodia] with exceptional
results. Our success in capturing KP could be
attributed to some of the contacts that were
developed over the last two or three years.”

GOVERNMENT SEEKS FURTHER
EXTENSTION FROM IMF: Six IMF
representatives arrived in the island to monitor
the manner in which the country has spent the
first tranche of the loan given to Sri Lanka and
how the government is planning on including
the IMF conditions in the next budget. But,
Senior Presidential Advisor Basil Rajapakse
and Central Bank Governor, Ajith Nivard
Cabraal have requested the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) to provide time till next
May for the government to implement the
conditions agreed to when accepting the loan
facility. Basil Rajapakse had said that the
government would be faced with great difficulty
if it tried to implement the IMF conditions in the
present time since the country would be facing a
Presidential and general election before May
next year and had requested the officials to
understand the plight of the government. He had
also asked the IMF representatives not to reveal
the Fund's conditions the government has
promised to implement.

JAPANESE AID TO SAFE DRINKING
WATER: The Government of Japan is reported
to have donated Rs.8.6 million towards a project
for providing safe drinking water to 600 families
and improve the living condition and hygiene of
the conflict-affected people in Damana
Divisional Secretariat in the Amparai district.
The project will be managed by the Child
Rehabilitation Centre (CRC). The Japanese
Government will provide the funds through its
Grant Assistance for Grass roots Human
Security Projects (GGP). GGP has been in Sri
Lanka since 1989, and provides funding for
development and humanitarian projects.
Currently the Govenment of Japan focuses its
GGP on livelihood improvement support for the
people of conflict-affected areas, and demining
for early resettlement of internally displaced
persons, and uplifting the lives of people in rural
areas. It is envisaged that these programs will
contribute to enhanced peace and development
in Sri Lanka. The contract for the provision of
assistance was signed recently by the
Ambassador for Japan Kunio Takashi and
chairman of the Child Rehabilitation Centre at
the Embassy of Japan in Colombo.

FORMER CHILD SOLDIERS EMPLOYED
IN MALAY SIA: The Straits Times reported that
a group of former child soldiers from Sri Lanka's
Tamil Tigers have been employed on
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construction sites in Malaysia after undergoing
job training. The men are between the ages of
19-21. Sri Lanka's Justice Ministry has claimed
that it is currently in the process of
“rehabilitating” an estimated 3,000 other former
rebel fighters.

CIVIL SUITE FILED AGAINST FORMER
CHIEF JUSTICE: A civil suit has been filed in
the District Court of Colombo by B K A
Pathmasiri Balasuriya from, Kandy against
former Chief Justice Sarath N. Silva,
complaining that he had abused his powers and
worked off a personal grudge in his capacity as
Chief Justice. In his civil suit, Mr. Balasuriya
had sought an order to declare that the former CJ
had abused his powers and acted with malice
and made him to be in remand for 294 days after
having him arrested by making a false
allegation. The plaintiff stated that Mr. Sarath N.
Silva, who was then President of the Court of
Appeal, was angry with him over an action he
had filed in Kandy in 1992 against the Ven.
Rambukwelle Vipassi Mahanayake Thera of the
Malwatta Chapter, over a land dispute, and the
subsequent order he had obtained from the
Court of Appeal. Later, on March 30, 2007,
when the plaintiff went to the Kandy
Magistrate's court, he was falsely arrested on an
order of the Former CJ sued for Rs.10 million.

INDIA'S ROLE IN SRI LANKA: With the
LTTE decimated in the island, India is now
seeking greater involvement in the welfare of
the Tamils. New Delhi is looking to supply
electricity, rehabilitate and resettle displaced
Tamils, and rebuild infrastructure in general.
Rahul Gandhi, the general secretary of the
ruling Congress party and son of Sonia Gandhi,
has recently emphasized that India will do
everything in its power to protect the rights of
the Tamil population in Sri Lanka. Gandhi
declared, "The central government is applying
as much pressure as possible on the Sri Lankan
government. Congress wants the rights of the
Tamils guaranteed. There is absolutely no
question about it. We will do everything to
protect them." Measures announced by India in
the post-LTTE era include a $100 million relief
package for the estimated half-million war-
affected Tamil Sri Lankans, as well as help in
demining the LTTE-controlled areas. One
significant project involves reviving the Indo-
Sri Lanka Electricity Interconnection project
via overhead and undersea cables. A high-
profile official delegation is due to wvisit
Colombo this month to set up modalities to
initially transfer 500 megawatts of power to Sri
Lanka. The aim is to eventually raise supply to
1,000 megawatts to cover electricity-deprived
regions of northern Sri Lanka. The power
project is expected to cost nearly $100 million,
with USAID involved in financing the
feasibility studies. Construction is expected to
begin by next year.

WE ARE UNDER THREAT: TNA TELLS
PRESIDENT: The Tamil National Alliance
(TELO,TULF, EPRLF and ACTC) has
complained to President Mahinda Rajapaksa
that its members in the Kalmunai Municipal
Council are under threat from a former LTTE
member turned democrat who is now with the
government. TNA and TELO MP for the Jaffna
district N. Sri Kantha said that his party had
asked for police protection for six members of
the council including opposition leader Henry
Mahendran (TELO Deputy President). The
President had requested them to come with
details for him to take action in this regard. Mr.
Sri Kantha said that this person had asked the
TNA councillors to come and see him as well.
He said that this member was abusive and had
the support of the government. “We see this as
an attempt to prevent the TNA from contesting
the next parliamentary election in the
Digamadulla district. Then, this big shot can
secure his slot in Parliament in the absence of an
effective opposition,” he said. The SLMC
controls the Kalmunai municipality, and Mr. Sri
Kantha claimed there is unity among political
parties in the council for development work
being carried out. °
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&4 BHARATHA
NATYAM:

One of the most beautiful,
subtle, sophisticated and
graceful dance forms in

the world
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BHARATHA NATYAM

haratha Natyam is one of the oldest

dance forms of India nurtured in the

temples and courts of south India since
ancient times. It is very traditional and known
for its grace purity, tenderness, staturesfue and
scultptureesfue poses. It uplifts the dancer and
beholder to a higher level of spiritual
consciousness. The dancer is a worshipper of the
divine; an embodiment of beauty charm and
gracefulness. Ata deeper level it is a dance of the
mind and soul!

During ancient times this art was handed
down as a living tradition, generation to
generation under the Devadasi system. The
Devadasis were women dedicate serve the
temples and would perform their art in the
temples. They were also accomplished artists
who would sing, dance and play many musical
instruments. With passage of this time this
tradition came to an end: and the Devadasis lost
their position in society.

During the second century CE Bharata muni
south Indian sage recorded the intricacies of this
dance form in his monumental work 'Natya
Sastra' in the Prakrit language Andna-Magadhi.
This was later translated into Sanskrit.

From Sanskrit it passed into the readm of
mythology. Lord Brahma is said to have created
the fifth veda, Natyaveda; and have passed it on
to Sage Bharata to popularise this on earth.
Several mythological stories were created about
how this dance was performed in the heavens by
the celeshal maidens Rambai Urvasi and others.
Godess Parvathi is said to have learnt this dance
from Usha daughter of Banasura.

In Hindu Mythology Lord Siva is
considered as the supreme Lord of dance. The
divine dance performed by Lord Siva and his
wife is called the 'Tandava'. There are several
types of Tandava- Ananda Tandava, Tripura
Tandava, Sandhya Tandava, Samara Tandava,
Kali Tandava, Uma Tandava, and Gowri
Tandava has vigorous brisk movements.

On a practical level from the Devadasis this
dance form entered the royal courts of kings.
Here the artists were called “Rajanartakis”.
These artists lived in the palaces with their
accompanying musicians and were given
shelter by the kings.

During early 19" century this dance
tradition was re-detined and revitalised by the
Tanjore brothers  Chinniah Sivanandam,
Ponniah and Vadivelu. By coordinating their
diverse talents they organised the basic
movements into a series of progressive steps
ADAVU. Each adavu was then combined with
others to produce a choreographed
SEQUENCE,; Set to the rhythmic contour of a
musical composition. In addition the brothers
composed new music specific for the dance and
integrated the various aspects of the dance and
music into a coordinated aesthetically sound
progression. This infusion of creative energy
marks the early 19" centaury as the most
innovative period in the history of Bharata
Natyam.

During the 20" century Rukmani Devi
Arundale Balasaaswathi, Krishana Iyar and
Udhay Shanker popularised this dance form
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through series of stage performances. However
it was the Indian cinema which bought this
dance form to the massed and gave it a
tremendous boost. The trio of Kumari
Kamala,Vijayanthimala and Pathmini were
responsible for creating 'craze' for this
traditional dance. After AVM'S 'Naam
Iruvar'of 1947 enhanced the popularity of
Bharata Natyam, hundreds of dance schools
cropped up all over Tamil Nadu.During the
latter part of the 20" century Padma
Subramanian and Citra Vigneswaran bought
this art to the stage.

Arangetram is the maiden performance of
an artist in front of a selected audience.
This is testing time for the guru-the Nattuvanar
and the artiste; for the guru's knowledge and
the disciple's talent are judged at this
performance.

The Arangetram performance follows a
systematic squencelPushpanjali-salutation to
god, guru and audience (2) Alarippu-blooming
of the dance form (3) Jathiswaram-a series of
postures and movements ending in a 'Jathi' (4)
Shabdam-Leisurely movements offering
prayer to god or king (5) Varnam-capacity to
perform abhinaya and nritta (6) Padam-
Expressions of various emotions (7)
Sivangigam-Homage to god Siva through a
series of postures and expressions (8) Thillana-
rapid complicated tool movements to thillana
music.

The ruins of Mohenjo-Daro show us the
traditional dance of Dravidians was there
5,000 years ago. For a dance form to have
survived so long speaks volumes of its inmate
ability to capture the mind and soul of the
artistes as well as the audience.
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