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Long Ditton
Old Primary School, KLS,
Rushett Road

ArHHID 61hHBEGHD Gum
o S oy Wednesday 2™ December 2009

Tolworth

Long Ditton, Surrey KT7 0UX

Tuesday 8" September 2009 14.
Tuesday 20" October 2009 14.30 16.30 and 17.30 to 19.45

Kingston
Hawker Centre
Lower Ham Road
Kingston

Surrey KT2 SBH

Sunday 13" September 2009 - 10.00 13.30
Tuesday 6" October 9.30 2009 12.00 and 14.00 16.00
Tuesday 15" December 2009 9.30 12.00 and 14.00 16.00

Teddington
Baptist Church Hall
Church Road
Teddington
Middlesex TW11 8PF

Tuesday 13" October 13.00-15.30 and 17.00 19.30

New Malden

St James's Church Hall

Malden Road

New Malden

Surrey KT3 5QD

Wednesday 16" September 2009 14.00 16.30 and 17.30 to 19.45

Wednseday 7" October 2009 14.00 16.30 and 17.30 to 19.45
Wednesday 18" November 2009 14.30 16.30 and 17.30 to 19.45

Wednesday 9" December 2009 14.00 16.30 and 17.30 to 19.45

30 16.30 and 17.30 to 19.45

14.30 16.30 and 17.30 19.45

Wednesday 16" December 2009 14.30 16.30 and 17.30 19.45

Tolworth Girls School, Fullers Way North, Tolworth, KT6 7LQ
Friday 4" September 2009 14.00 16.30 and 17.30 to 19.45
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THE PEOPLES AND CULTURES OF PREHISTORIC SRI LANKA

. DR.SVATHAGARAJAH __________(8)
THE NEOLITHIC AND EARLY IRON AGE CULTURE TRAITS OF SOUTH-INDIAN DRAVIDIAN CIVILIZATION

MEGALITHIC MONUMENTS COVERED
WITH TOP STONES, ‘THOPPIKAL'.

The Neolithic Age, or New Stone age, was a period in the
development of human technology, which began about 11,500
BCE in the Middle East. The Neolithic followed the terminal
Epipaleolithic periods, beginning with the rise of farming which
produced the ‘Neolithic Revolution’ and ending when metal tools
became widespread during the Copper or Chalcolithic Age (Peter
Bellwood: 2004).

The main elements of the South Indian ‘Neolithic Package’
includes farming, herding, polished stone axes, pottery, mud-
brick houses, fishing, sea-faring and the megalithic burial custom.
Their religious practices, and the rock-art found near or within the
rock shelters forms part of this culture. The Neolithic farmers
seem to have existed alongside the Hunter-Gatherer natives for
some time before the more settled farming lifestyle rendered the
nomadic Hunter-Gatherer life obsolete. The Neolithic farmers
began to build permanent settlements and, by using fire and more
advanced stone tools like polished stone axes, began the
deforestation of large sections of land for the planting of crops.

The main architects of this culture in South India
constitutes the Proto-Australoids carrying the genetic marker
M130, who arrived in the subcontinent 70,000 years ago from
Africa; The Para-Dravidians, carrying the genetic marker M20,
who had migrated from the Middle East 30,000 years ago
constituting 50% of the present-day Dravidian speakers: the
Proto-Elamo-Dravidians with the genetic marker M172, who
arrived from the Fertile Crescent 10,000 years ago carrying with
them the archaic Dravidian languages; and lastly the Megalithic
Dravidians who either physically arrived or culturally permeated
from the Mediterranean during the second millennium BCE.
Thus, the speakers of the Dravidian languages were a
conglomeration of all the above ethnic groups and a few more.
AGRICULTURE AND RICE CULTIVATION

In South India the Neolithic phase begins only around 3000
BCE. In archaeology, the concept of a Neolithic phase should
represent a culture of the pre-metal stage where the inhabitants
had an assured supply of food by cultivation of cereals, and
domestication of animals, and had led a sedentary life. The
domestication of plants and animals has been one of the main
characteristic features of the Neolithic stage of culture. V.Gordon
Childe defined the Neolithic-Chalcolithic culture as a self-
sufficient food producing economy; and Miles Burkitt stressed
that the following characteristic traits should be considered to
represent the Neolithic Culture (Miles Burkitt: 1932: 185-205):

1. Practice of Agriculture. 2. Domestication of Animals,
3. Grinding and polishing of stone tools, 4. The manufacture of
Pottery.
The domestication of plants and animals led to:

1. The emergence of village communities based on
sedentary life.

2. The beginnings of agricultural technology.

3. Greater control over nature by exploitation of natural
resources.

The earliest Neolithic settlements were found along the
banks of rivers. The most important archaeological complex
associated with the Dravidian languages is the Southern Neolithic
Complex, which made its first appearance around 3000 BCE in

the core area: the present Gulbarga, Raichur, the Bellary districts
of Karnataka and Kurnool district of Andhra Pradesh, and
thereafter spread to a vast area from Krishna-Tungabhadra rivers
in the north to the Kaveri in the south; and from the Krishna-
Godavari in the east to the Dharwar in the west. In Karnataka
Raichur and Shorapur were important sites. (Sankalia 1974: 142;
Paddayya,K. 1973; Korisettar et al. 2001).

The South Indian Neolithic Culture has been classified by
the archaeologists into three phases, Phase I: 3000-2200 BCE;
Phase 1I: 2200-1800 BCE; Phase III: 1800-500 BCE (Rajan,K.
1997:111-112).

The dwellings found in the early Southern Neolithic sites
were one roomed houses with low mud walls surmounted by reed
screens and thatched roofs, constructed on rock terraces linked by
a drainage system. Tools included stone axes, adzes, choppers,
wedges, scrapers, hammers, and lithic blades. Querns and
grindstones were presumably used for processing grains. There
were an ‘amazing’ range of pottery forms (Sankalia. 1974: 521;
Korisettar et al 2001). Millet was one of the earliest crops
cultivated by the Neolithic farmers of South India. By the second
millennium (2000 BCE), rice cultivation had arrived in South
India (Davd Russel Harris : 1996; Nene,Y.L.: 2005: 85-106).

Animal bones found at excavations include cattle, buffalo
and elephant indicating that the animals were domesticated and
were probably used for ploughing fields and pulling heavy loads.
At many sites were remains of wild pigs, deer species, antelope,
chicken, along with remains of fish, fresh water mussels and
snails (Korisettar etal. 2001).

BURNISHED BLACK AND RED WARE

The use of ‘Burnished Black and Red Ware’ (BRW) pottery
is a characteristic feature of the ancient Dravidian settlers, during
the latter part of the Neolithic and the Early Iron Age. While the
‘Northern Black Polished Ware’ (NBP), and ‘Painted Grey Ware’
(PGW) are characteristic features of the Indo-Aryan peoples, the
BRW in India and Sri Lanka, identifies the Dravidian speaking
peoples as its authors. The earliest use of the BRW is dated to
¢.4000-3500 BCE (Singh,H.N.: 1982).

The distribution of the BRW begins in the Deccan Plateau
south of the Narmada river, and spreads southwards through the
modern states of Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.
The excavations at Prakash in the Tapti Valley, showed NBP
pottery in the superficial layers. But, below a depth of four metres
there were the typical burnished BRW datable to the second
millennium BCE (Tharpar et al. 1967). At Inamagon the BRW
deposits are dated to 1450-1200 BCE.

In the regions of Karnataka and Andhra, Sannathi,
Kondapur and Madhavpur showed widespread presence of the
burnished BRW (Sundara,A. 1981). Excavations at Banavasi
showed a similar sequence of Black and Red ware followed by
Rouletted ware (IAR 1970-71: 28-29). At Maski, Kopbal and
Brahmagiri there were major settlements since the second
millennium BCE, associated with Black and Red ware.

At Arikamedu, situated south of Pondichery, the
excavations by Wheeler and Casal revealed a sequence of
artefacts, beginning with an early period accompanied by typical
BRW. Radiometric dating was not available at that time, and these
were not properly dated. They had also found several potsherd
inscriptions of early Brahmi script, adapted for writing in Tamil
(Wheeler 1946; Casal 1949, 1956). Unfortunately, no further
excavations or datings were carried out at this site; and no further
progress has been made beyond the conclusion reached by
Wheeler and Casal more than half-a-century ago.

The Neolithic Black and Red Ware is widespread in Tamil
Nadu. Potsherds, and pottery were found at several places
including Mohanoor, Kollapalli, Thokarapalli, Pannimaduva,
Thayil Malai, Mullikadu, Kappalavadi, Parkoor (Narasimhaiah,
B. 1976); Thokarapalli, Parkoor, Kadathoor, Marireddipalli,
Mayiladumparai, Modoor, Thothikuppam, Thathkkal (Rajan,K.
1997); Karuppannasamy kovilmedu, Thenee, Periyakulam,
Thaisanga Nalloor, Korkai, and Sayarpuram (Gurumoorthy, S.
1974). The finds at Thokarapalli were datable to 1800 BCE
(Rajan,K. 1997). The Black and Red Ware culture was a
forerunner to the South Indian Megalithic Culture which
followed it (Allchin & Allchin 1968: 199).
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It was customary for the South Indian pot-makers to mark
the pottery with their names as soon as it was made on the potter’s
wheel before it was fired. These marks were found either inside
the neck of the earthenware or at the bottom. The names thus
marked were either, 1. the owners name, or 2. the clan’s name, or
3. the pot-makers name (Sitrampalam,S.K. 1999).

THE NEOLITHIC BURIAL CUSTOM

The ancient Dravidian speakers buried their dead.
Anthropologists who have analysed the bones of these people at
places including Brahmagiri, Piklikal, and Thekkalkota have
identified mainly two types of people. The majority of the skulls
and bones belong to the Mediterranean type who resemble the
modern-day Dravidian speakers. The minority represents the
Australoid or Veddoid type (Kennedy,K.A.R. 1975).

THE SOUTH INDIAN MEGALITHIC COMPLEX
A CON FLUENCE OF CULTURES

The term ‘megalithic’ comes from the Greek language,
megas meaning great, and lithos meaning stone. It has been used
to describe buildings, mainly tombs built in many parts of the
world using a variety of large stones. The construction of these
structures originated during the Neolithic, but had continued
through the Chalcolithic, Bronze Age, and Iron Age. The
Megalithic Culture seems to have originated in the Eastern
Mediterranean, from where it had spread to the West and East.
The earliest megalithic complexes excavated at Nevali Cori and
Gobekli Tepe in Turkey are dated to the 9th millennium BCE.

In Archaeology it is defined as a tomb built with big stones
in natural forms roughly dressed, or even a grave marked with a
prodigious rude stone, or an excavation in soft rocks containing
human remains of the dead. The term is also applied to the
erection of huge stones which are either memorial or religious in
function. The megalithic monuments are the most widespread
remains of man in both time and place. They are found in Western
Europe, Mediterranean region, Western Asia, South Asia, South
East Asia and Melanesia.

In South Asia, the distribution of the Indian megaliths have
been grouped into various zones, of which the South Indian Zone
forms a class by itself. The focus of this culture lies south of the
Vindhyan range, particularly in the watersheds of Godavari and
Krishna and along the Western Ghats. The Island of Sri Lanka was
the southernmost extension of this culture.

In Peninsular India and Sri Lanka, Black-and-Red Ware
(BRW) is a common association of megalithic burials. Iron occurs
in direct association with megaliths only since 1,000 BCE;
nevertheless, the term Iron Age has often been used foterchangea
bly with various archaeological labels to denote the whole range
of these stone monuments. It is important to note that the Megali
thic Culture of South India began around 1250 BCE (Possehl, G.:
1990, 1994; Jane R.McIntosh: 1983); while the use of Iron
reached South India only around 1,000 BCE.(It may be earlier!).

This phenomenon is the coming together or confluence of
three separate cultural entities- the Megalithic Culture, the BRW
culture, and the Iron Age Culture, with three separate histories and
traditions. When the Megalithic reached the Dravidian country,
Iron and the BRW culture joined hands to form this culture
complex. Associated with these burials are habitations, rice fields
and either rivers or tanks. Although there is no linguistic index,
the distribution of the South Indian Megaliths equates with the
distribution of the Dravidian speaking peoples. Hence, it may be
apt to use the term ‘Dravidian Megalithic Culture
Complex’(DMCC) in this context.

BLACK-AND-RED | | MEGALITHIC
WARE CULTURE CULTURE T RO A dE
2000 BCE 1250 BCE

THE DRAVIDIAN MEGALITHIC
CULTURE COMPLEX
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CIST GRAVES FROM BRAHMAGIRI, MYSORE; SHOWING PORT HOLE
AND GRAVE GOODS.

BURIAL FROM MASKI IN RAICHUR DISTRICT, WITH GRAVE GOODS
AND AN EXTENDED SKELETON.

Curtsey: Allchin & Allchin

Prof. Gordon Childe, the eminent archaeologist, historian
and influential academic, while commenting on the megalithic
monuments more than half-a-century ago, observed that the
South Indian Megaliths show a similarity with the megaliths of the
Mediterranean lands which have been dated around 2000 B.C.,
and was introduced to South India from the Mediterranean by the
iron-using people sometime between 700 and 400 B.C. This could
have been brought over here by the actual movement of a people;
or simply by the migration of a culture; or a combination of both.
While the distribution of megaliths in the West is coastal, in South
India this culture has penetrated into the interior country as well.
Between Iran and India lies a vast expanse of space without any
known trace of megalithic monuments. This has prompted
Gordon Childe to postulate that, if their distribution does suggest
inspiration from the West, that must surely have come by sea,
rather than by the overland route (Gordon Childe, V. 1947-48).

To be fair, Gordon Childe gave his assessment at a time
when Radio-carbon, and Thermoluminescence dating methods
were not known. These scientific dating methods have pushed
back the origin of the Mediterranean Megaliths to 5000 BCE; and
origin of the South Indian Megaliths to 1250 BCE (Possehl,G.
1990; 1994), anterior to the commencement of the South Indian
Iron Age. Hence calling the entire Megalithic Culture as a product
of the Iron Age is neither scientific nor rational. Certainly the
advent of iron enhanced the Megalithic Culture; but its genesis has
nothing to do with the iron. It is also true that the Iron Age
enhanced the foundations of modern civilizations; but that, is a
different story altogether.

The general concept of an ‘Iron Age Culture’ does not
necessarily include the ‘Megalithic Culture’. There are Iron Age
sites in North India without any mortuary traits attached to it.
Hence, while specifically talking about megaliths, it may be more
appropriate to use the term Megalithic Culture rather than the
generic name Iron Age Culture.

THE PASSAGE OF THE MEGALITHIC CULTURE IN
TAMILNADU

The passage of the Megalithic Culture into Tamil Nadu was
from South Karnataka. This intrusion extended to Kerala as well.
The Bangalore and Kolar districts in southern Karnataka have a
large number of Megalithic burial sites. The burials in the
Dharmapuri and the North Arcot Districts of northern Tamil Nadu
burial sites are mainly close to the banks of the upper Kaveri,
Ponnyar and Palar rivers. These rivers flow into Tamil Nadu from
Southern Karnataka, and the spread of this Culture along the major
rivers can easily be deduced.

From this fertile region of northern Tamil Nadu, especially
the Salem District, and then northwards into the South Arcot and
Chingleput Districts along the east coast. The major rivers flowing
from the west to the lowland plains of the east appear to have
marked the routes followed by the Megalithic Culture. This
culture took root in the fertile plains watered by the major rivers,
Kaveri, Ponniyar, Palar and Tambraparni. There is a concentration
of Megalithic-BRW sites in the highland, on the banks of the upper
reaches of these rivers and their tributaries. showing the flow of
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this culture from southern Karnataka. In the lowland plains of the
east, the Megalithic-BRW sites are mainly located near the river
banks or irrigation reservoirs. It has been observed that there is a
tendency for urns/cairns/stone circles/ pit burials to be generally
associated with areas more suitable for paddy -cultivation
(Indrapala, K.: 2005).

The Megalithic Culture is a fascinating phase in our
evolutionary history. In some parts of India it is still a living
functioning reality. Among the Khasi and Munda tribes of Eastern
India, and the Malayarayans of the South, megalithic burials
remain a tradition to this day.

URNBURIALS

It is generally observed that the Black and Red Ware is
more prominently associated with the urn-burial groups, and the
megaliths with stone appendages. As some of the urn burials do
not have any lithic appendages, some are reluctant to include this
under the ‘Megalithic umbrella’, preferring to use the all
inclusive term Iron Age Culture. Again there is a hitch here: There
have been strong suggestions that the urn burials might have been
a trait that prevailed from the pre-Harappan to the post-Harappan
through Chalcolithic cultures, and moved into the Iron Age
culture through the Deccan Chalcolithic. Thus, this could be a
Pre-Iron Age culture which continued into the Iron Age.

The Report of the Archaeological Survey of India for the
years 1902-03 and 1903-4 carries the following passages: “We
commenced excavations in the side of a hill consisting chiefly of
quartz gravel with boulders of the same material and resting on
gneiss rock and within a superficial area of twenty-five square
yards, we discovered thirty baked earthen pots varying in size
from three feet nine by three feet six down to ten inches either
way, of various shapes, and of a better manufacture than anyone
sees at the present day in the bazaars”

“Upwards of fifty kinds of baked earthenware pots of all
sizes and shapes, a considerable number of iron weapons and
implements, chiefly knives or short sword-blades and hatchets,
and a great quantity of bones and skulls were found within them.
In one interesting case, two small pots were found within a large
one, together with the bones as in most cases of a complete
skeleton, containing what it was impossible to mistake for
anything else but the outer coats of grains of rice and of the dry
grain known in Tinnevelly as samei”.

These were the first official accounts of the Urn Burials
discovered at Adichanallur on the right bank of the Tamraparni
river, two miles west of the town Srivaikuntham in the Tinnevelly
district during the year 1876 by Dr. Jagor of Berlin; and reported
by Mr. Stuart, Acting Collector of Tinnevelly who accompanied
him. Following this, extensive excavations were conducted by
Alexander Rea between 1899 and 1904 who discovered
thousands of burial pots in the Adichanallur area alone
(Alexander Rea: 1915). Subsequent excavations have brought to
light several thousand such burials all over Tamil Nadu.

The distribution of the Megalithic/Urn burial/BRW/Iron
sites in Tamil Nadu helps to trace the routes along which this
culture had spread to the estuaries of Tamraparni, Chittar, and
Vaippar. Near the upper reaches of the Chittar is the urn burial site
of Ilanji as well as Kurralam, where the urn burials are associated
with cairn circles. Near the upper reaches of the Vaippar are the
urn burial sites of Sivagiri, Pannaiyur and Vasudevanallur. A
significant number of urn burials are found in Sivasailam on the
upper reaches of the Tamraparni , at the foothills of the Western
Ghats. As the river winds its way to the Pamban Coast, there is the
most famous of the southern Tamil Nadu sites, namely
Adichanallur, which was first investigated, along with the
neighbouring site of Perumbair, as early as the 1870s. Near the
estuary of the river, on the Pamban coast, more of the Early Iron
Age burial sites are located at places like Kayalpattinam and
Korkai.(Indrapala, K.: 2005).

In South Asia, the Urn Burial Culture is exclusive to the
Tamil Country and Sri Lanka. The Sangam literature of the
ancient Tamils carry an extensive amount of information about
the urn burial customs employed by the kings and commoners.
Although this is not directly associated with the typical
Megalithic Culture because of the absence of stones at many sites,
they are related to them because of the similar associated grave
goods. The earliest urn-burials are datable to 1000 BCE.

OCEANIC CULTURE

The broad bosom of the sea, heaving and falling as if
animated, invited the adventure-loving men with broad chests
and taut muscles to court its dangers and venture to obtain its
inexhaustible wealth. The Paradavar, inhabitants of the Neydal
littoral of Tamil Nadu, responding to their environment became
boat builders, fishermen, pearl gatherers and merchants
(Srinivasa Iyengar P.T.: 1995).

The chief produce of the region they lived was fish and salt.
Placing their wares in double bags on the backs of oxen, they
trudged along the marshy paths and exchanged their goods for the
produce of the riverine plains. They learnt the art of boat building
possibly from their Australoid ancestors. From the Paradavar rose
the ancient Indian sailors, who carried Indian goods in boats to
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Africaand Arabia in the West; and to Malaya and China in the East.
One of the articles much used for decoration during the Vedic Age
was the product of the extreme south, the pearl. The Sanskrit word
for the pearl, ‘mukta’, was borrowed and Sanskriti sed from the
Tamil word ‘muttam’(Srinivasa Iyengar,P.T.; 1995). During a later
age (300 BCE), Kautilyas ‘ Ardhasastra’ mention of pearls brought
from ‘Pandya Kapataka’to the court of King Chandragupta. Apart
from pearls, chanks and corals were much sought after.

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES

Yaksha and Yakshi worships, and adulteration of the linga-
a reminiscent of monolithic worship are the contributions of our
Australoid ancestors, which the Dravidians adopted. Naga
worship was brought to the subcontinent by the Mesolithic
migrants (Para-Dravidians) from the Middle East 30,000 years
ago. Because of their religious practices, the puranaic authors
named them Yaksahas and Nagas respectively. The worship of
mother goddess was prevalent among the Dravidians since the
time they migrated from the Fertile Crescent 10,000 years ago.
This was a culture believed to have origins in the Mediterranean.
Evidence for the worship of God Siva was found in the Indus
Valley 5,000 years ago. Evidence of Murugan worship is found
among the DMCC. This subject will be discussed in detail later.
THE TAMIL BRAHMI WRITING

It is likely that the Brahmi script used for writing in India,
was adapted from the Phoenician script. Of the many theories
about the origin of Brahmi, the most convincing is that it was
introduced by traders from west Asia. The Phoenicians have been
celebrated not only as ‘vaunted seafarers and intrepid explorers,
but also as learned scribes who passed on the modern alphabet’.
The Phoenician linear alphabetic script, it is believed, emerged at
the end of the second millennium BCE as a result of simplifying
and abstracting a system of pictographic character writing that
was in use in the Sinai peninsula.

In Tamil Nadu, the Brahmi alphabet was modified using
additional characters to write the Tamil language, while in other
parts of India it was used to write the Prakrit languages. Iravatham
Mahadevan contends that the earliest Tamil writings in potsherds
using the Brahmi alphabet began during 500 BCE.(Mahadevan,I.
2003). The Devanagari script used to write the Sanskrit language,
began only during the second century CE.
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US DISSAPOINTMENT OVER
RESETTLEMENT OF DISPLACED
TAMILS: The US assistant secretary of state for
South Asia Robert Blake told AP news agency
that Sri Lanka should give more freedom to the
300,000 Tamils displaced by the war. He said
that the refugees were being held “against their
will” and it was wrong that many were
indefinitely confined to government-run camps
in the north. Mr Blake expressed
disappointment at President Mahinda
Rajapaksa's reluctance to pursue political
reconciliation until after presidential elections
are held, probably in January 2010. He also
added that Sri Lanka's failure to share power
with minority Tamils after the end of the war
could lead to renewed violence.

POLICE STATION ATTACKED AFTER
MURDER OF YOUTH: The angry residents of
Angulana attacked the police station in protest
and pelted stones and smashed the front glass
pains of the police station for killing two youths.
The officer in charge of the Angulana Police
station, three constables and a driver of the
Angulana police station have been taken in to
custody for allegedly killing two Sinhala youth
Dinesh Tharanga Fernando and Dhanushaka
Udaya Aponsu in police custody and all the
other police officers have been transferred with
immediate effect. The bodies of the young
persons were found thrown by the sea shore of
Angulana. Villagers said that the Officer in
charge of the Angulana Police station was in the
habit of arresting young boys and later releasing
them upon taking bribes from their parents.
Tamils say that the authorities have taken swift
action, only because the victims were Sinhalese.

EASTERN PROVINCE CHIEF MINISTER
HAS NO POWER: According to Presidential
Secretariat sources, the ongoing conflict
between the Eastern Province Chief Minister
Sivanesathurai Chandrakanthan alias Pillayan
and Governor, Rear Admiral Mohan
Wijewickrema has intensified. It was said that
the five ministers of the council including the
Chief Minister have already sent two petitions
against the Governor. Eastern Province
Ministers M.L.M. Hizbullah, M.S. Udumal
Lebbe, Thuraiappa Navaratneraja and
Wimalaweera Dissanayake have also signed the
petitions sent by the Chief Minister claiming the
Governor unduly interfered in affairs and
decisions related to the Eastern Provincial
Council. The petitions states that the governing
members in the council who were elected to the
respective posts could not make any decision
and implement them without receiving
permission from the Governor and that the kind
of undue interference of Governor
Wijewickrema with regard to affairs of the
Eastern Provincial Council affairs was not
witnessed in any other provincial council. The
petition has called on the President to intervene
in the matter. The Governor has allegedly
stopped certain activities undertaken by the
people's representatives and even given
instructions to ministry secretaries on how they
should carry out their work.

SRILANKA RANKED AMONG TOP 20 FOR
OUTSOURCING SERVICES: A.T. Kearney's
Global Services Location Index (GSLI) has
identified the top 50 countries as the best
destinations for providing outsourcing services,
including IT services and support, contact
centres, and back-office support. Sri Lanka is
ranked number 16 in the index in 2009
compared to the number 29 position held in
2007. This is a significant jump of 13 positions
and only one or two other countries had this
upgrade in ranking. The report was compiled
with 2008 data prior to the war ending and with
the war situation behind Sri Lanka the actual
ranking would be even higher now. The report
said that Sri Lanka has been promoted in the
ranks assisted by low costs compared to the rest
of the destinations. The combination of high
people's skills, favourable business
environment and low cost enabled India, China
and Malaysia to be in the top three slots.
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ICTU CALLS FOR WAR CRIMES
INVESTIGATION: The Irish Congress of
Trade Unions (ICTU), General Secretary David
Begg in a letter of the 29" July had called on the
Irish Government to take initiatives on the
international level, and within the European
Union, for an independent inquiry into war
crimes in Sri Lanka. The ICTU also sais that
they believe, as long as the Sri Lankan
government rejects the calls for access and fair
treatment of the Tamils interned in the camps,
economic sanctions and an arms embargo
should be imposed against Sri Lanka. The
extensive and systematic human rights abuses
have to stop. The camps have to close.

Erosion of “Humanitarian space”:On the
first-ever World Humanitarian Day on 19
August, when the UN spotlights fallen aid
workers and growing humanitarian needs,
experts said that a trend toward integrating aid
goals into broader social and security agendas
has contributed to an erosion of “humanitarian
space”. Further, counter-terrorism, counter-
insurgency efforts have contributed to a shift in
military policy towards integration of security,
political, humanitarian, reconstruction and
economic activities. According to Overseas
Development Institute (ODI), over the past
decade some humanitarian agencies have
expanded their assistance beyond “life-saving”
activities to embrace advocacy, peace-building
and human rights promotion among other goals.
More and more aid agencies feel they have to go
beyond life-saving...Peace-building, and
conflict resolution have been applied to
humanitarian relief, which has made relief seem
more political. It is not just about saving lives
but also about social transformation and
tackling the root causes of conflict.” The
Insecurity linked to coherence policies has also
diminished aid agencies' ability to access
beneficiaries. More aid workers died in 2008
than in any other year, the report says, arguing
that the increase was partly a result of this
coherence push. Some 75 percent of attacks
which the ODI says were “increasingly
politically motivated” occurred in Afghanistan,
Chad, Iraq, Pakistan, Somalia, Sri Lanka and
Sudan.

NEW DIALOG TOWERS TO THE
NORTHERN PROVINCE: Dialog Telekom
announced that it will invest USD 5-10 million
this year to construct 60 new towers in identified
areas in the Northern Province. Director
General, Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission, Priyantha Kariyapperuma said
that two towers will be constructed in Jaffna and
Kilinochchi and the Kokavil Tower destroyed
by the LTTE will be reconstructed within 120
days. The 172-metre high Kokavil tower will be
the tallest tower in the country.

SRI LANKA CHIEF JUSTICE ON IDPS: Sri
Lanka's Chief Justice Sarath N Silva, after
visiting the Cheddikulam camps says- “I visited
'relief villages' where Vanni IDP families are
sheltered. I cannot explain their suffering and
grief'in words. It is an utter lie if we continue to
say that there is only one race and no majority or
minority in the country. I visited Cheddiku'lam
camps where IDP families live. I cannot explain
the pathetic situation they undergo. [ was unable
to console them. They survive amid immense
suffering and distress.... They should be
provided with enough relief. We would be
blamed if we fail to supply them with enough
relief. They cannot expect justice from the law of
the country. Their plight and suffering are not
brought to the court of law in our country. I
openly say this. I will be penalized for telling
IDPs are seen waiting in queues,
extending from 50 to 100 yards to take their turn
to answer a call of nature. This is the life of
Vanni IDPs in Cheddiku'lam camp.”

SRI LANKAN PRESIDENT MAHINDA
RAJAPAKSA ON IDPS: In an interview with
Ram senior Indian journalist and the Editor of
leading Indian English daily, The Hindu - “/
would say the condition in our camps is the best
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any country has. We supply water. There is a
problem with lavatories. That is not because of
our fault. The money that comes from the EU
and others, it goes to the NGOs and the U.N.
They are very slow, disbursing money is very
slow. We supply the water tanks; we have spent
over [Sri Lankan] Rs. 2 billion. Giving
electricity, giving water, now we are giving
televisions to them. They have telephone
facilities. Schools have been established. Some
of the leaders are using mobile phones....I had a
special meeting on the disposal of waste. I sent a
special team of specialists to see how
mosquitoes can be eradicated. We know there
are shortcomings. Slowly, we have to overcome
them. In some camps there are no problems.
What these people I sent told me: they are
satisfied with the housing, the shelter. They have
undergone much worse conditions earlier, when
they were under the LTTE's control.”

HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST NIMALKA
FERNANDO ON THE IDPS: According to
Nimalka Fernando, human rights activist and a
Sri Lankan lawyer toothbrush and soap were
luxuries for the IDPs and they continued to wear
the same clothes that they wore when they were
brought to the camps. She said that the Tamils
were not treated like victims of war, but as war
criminals by the authorities. She felt that if this
was the plight of civilians, she could not
imagine the treatment meted out to the LTTE
cadre, including the disabled, who were being
detained in special detention camps. Ridiculing
the claim of Sri Lankan government that the
IDPs were forced to stay in the refugee camps
because they faced danger from landmines,
Fernando asked if the Tamil civilians could
reach IDP refugee camps safely without being
blown up by landmines why they could not
return along the same routes?

NO MINORITIES IN SRI LANKA SAYS
PRESIDENT RAJAPAKSE: Answering to a
question in an interview with Ram the Editor of
Indian English daily, the President Rajapakse
says, “I have warned my party people, all party
people, whether Sinhala, Tamil or Muslim, that
“I don't want any statement, anything that
creates a disturbance among our three
communities.” Now my theory is: there are no
minorities in Svi Lanka, there are only those who
love the country and those who don't. They tried
to twist that but I still maintain that position.”

JANATHA PARTY PRESIDENT CALLS SRI
LANKA TO AMEND ITS CONSTITUTION:
Janata Party president Subramanian Swamy had
called on Sri Lanka to amend its Constitution to
form small states to ensure that Tamils in the
island nation's north and east get equal rights.
Addressing reporters, he further added, the
government, which "failed" to implement the
Rajiv Gandhi accord on the 13th Amendment,
should bring in some changes and create states
for Tamils and provide autonomy. Some states
could be created and chief ministers appointed
on federal principles before the December
elections, he said. He also demanded that Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M Karunanidhi ask the
Centre to ensure that Sri Lanka gives "equal
rights and protection" to Tamils, and said that if
he failed in this endeavour, "he should resign
from his Chief Ministership".

JAPAN'S AID TO IDPS: The government of Sri
Lanka announced that Japan has provided 117
million rupees (about 1.02 million U.S. dollars)
to improve the sanitary condition in the IDP
welfare camps where about 300,000 Tamil
civilians are being housed. The aid package will
provide for equipment for transportation of
garbage, water and waste water and will include
26 tractors, four tipper lorries, two loaders, a
backhoe loader and two pick up trucks. The
funds will also be used to improve roadside
drains in the camp sites, said the statement.
According to the Sri Lankan government the
Japanese government is the highest single donor
nation that had helped Sri Lanka to face the
problem of the Internally Displaced Persons
(IDP).
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SRI LANKA AND CHINA SIGNS
DEVELOPMENT DEAL: Sri Lankan Foreign
Ministry announced that Sri Lanka and China's
Exim Bank have signed deals worth more than
$350 million to build a highway and an oil
bunkering facility near one of the world's
biggest shipping lanes. The bunker terminals
will be built at the Hambantota port on Sri
Lanka's southern coast, where the state-run
Exim Bank has already pledged $360 million to
the initial construction phase being carried out
by Chinese firms. The other agreement will
finance the building of highway from the Sri
Lankan capital Colombo to the international
airport 30 km north in Katunayaka. Currently,
the journey can take hours because of the
narrow, traffic-clogged roads. The signing of the
two agreements is expected to have an immense
impact on the country's future socio-economic
development. Meanwhile, China in July had
won the rights to Sri Lanka's first exclusive
economic zone, located in Mirigama with easy
access to the Colombo port and airport. Hong
Kong-based conglomerate Huichen Investment
Holdings Ltd. will pay $28 million to build the
turnkey business park, where Chinese firms can
set up shop. This follows a model China has
used successfully in African nations, to house
manufacturing and other businesses alongside
their mainstay mineral and resource extraction
firms.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL ON HR IN
SRI LANKA: "Human rights violations of all
types have the potential to be ignored by the
authorities when access to the camps and their
inhabitants is restricted," said Yolanda Foster,
Amnesty International's Sri Lanka expert. Of
particular concern is the potential for abuse
against the most vulnerable people in the camps,
those needing the most urgent protection such as
unaccompanied minors, women, the elderly and
people with disabilities. She added further that
"Exploitation of vulnerable individuals by
government forces has been a longstanding
problem in conflict areas and among the
displaced; social stigma and Sri Lanka's
pervasive culture of impunity further compound
the problem.

US STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS
MEET WITH TAMIL DIASPORA GROUPS:
Assistant Secretary of State for South and
Central Asian Affairs Robert Blake and U.S.
Chargé d'Affaires in Sri Lanka James Moore
met with 16 representatives of U.S.-based
organizations representing members of the
Tamil diaspora to discuss the humanitarian
situation in Sri Lanka and prospects for political
reconciliation on August 11. The U.S. has
stressed to the government that to achieve a
lasting peace, it must promote justice and
political reconciliation for all parties, dialogue
with all parties, including Tamils inside and
outside Sri Lanka on new mechanisms for
devolving power, and improve human rights.

KOREAN TRAINING TO SRI LANKA:
Addressing the 10th Anniversary special
meeting of the Association of KOICA Fellows
in Sri Lanka - AKOFE, the South Korean
Ambassador Choi Ki Chul said that Korea had
provided training to the Sri Lanka government
and private sector manpower for nearly two
decades. The Korean training program played a
significant role in providing the valuable
manpower training necessary for Sri Lanka's
development priorities.

He further said that, since the
commencement of grant-in-aid and technical
cooperation program in 1991, the Korean
government had trained nearly 850 Sri Lankan
government officials in various fields such as
public administration, economics, industrial
technology, education and vocational training.
Considering the effectiveness of the training
program the Korean government has since
decided to expand it by increasing the intake of
Sri Lankan beneficiaries to Korea and formulate
the necessary group training and tailored
curriculum for the priority sector. °
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Navaratri Festival from Saturday 19 September 2009
Monday 28 September, 2009.
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avaratri puja is popular everywhere in
the world. This festival known by

various names (Durga puja, Dassera and
Vijayadasami) are celebrated throughout the
world for ten days. Navaratri literally means
nine nights (nava-nine, ratri-night). There is an
additional tenth day Vijayadasami. It is
essentially a festival of victory of good over
evil. Navaratri is the worship of the three divine
goddesses, Saraswathi - Goddess of learning
(kalvi), Lakshmi - Goddess of
wealth (selvam) and Durga -
Goddess of strength
(veeram). During this period
Durga, Lakshmi and
Saraswati are worshipped
three different manifestations
of the universal mother
Aathisakthi.

She is also referred to as

Devi or Sakthi (energy or

power). It is this energy which helps God to
proceed with the work of creation preservation
and destruction. In other hands you can say that
God is absolutely changeless, motionless and
the divine mother Aathisakthi doses everything.
Our worship of Aathisakthi reconfirms the
scientific theory that energy is imperishable. It

cannot be created or destroyed. It is always
there.

Aathisakthi is known by many names such
as Durga, Kali, Parvati and Chandi. she is the
Goddess of the Universe or cosmic energy is
worshipped as the consort of Siva. Kali is
worshipped in Bengal in her awesome aspect.

Durga is central to the legend of destruction
of the demon Mahishaasura. She is astride a
tiger, possesses ten hands

and three eyes.

Lakshmi, the goddess of
wealth and good fortune and
worshipped as the consort of
Vishnu. She goes about
courting rich people.

Saraswati is female
counterpart of Brahma. She
is known as the goddess of

learning, and depicted clad in white clothes
sitting on the lotus. In her hands she holds a
string of beads, books and veena and rides on a
white swan. All form of art are said to originate
from Saraswati.

Navaratri was historically a women's
festival. The celebration of Navaratri and the
attention given to the divine mother Aathisakthi

indicate what importance women play in our
tradition. Since farming began people gathered
in autumn to thank God for the harvest and for
the food that it provides. In the several countries
harvest festivals are connected with goddess
worship because it is believed that the feminine
aspect of the divine provides very good soil and
crops. But also mother earth that provides the
food for survival.

Navaratri is divided into three sets of days to
worship to adore different aspects of the
supreme goddess Aathisakthi. On the first three
days Goddess is invoked as powerful force,
Durga in order to destroy all our impurities and
defects and give us spiritual strength. The next
three days - the Goddess is adored as a giver of
spiritual wealth, Lakshmi, who is the power of
bestowing on her devotees the inexhaustible

wealth. The final set of
three days is worshipping
the goddess of wisdom,

Saraswathi. In order to
have all-round success in
life, we need the blessings
of all three aspects of the
divine mother Aathi
sakthi; hence, the wor
ship for nine nights.

Dassera it is called dasa-papa-hara or the
end and conquering of the ten sins.

It is also said to be the battle that occurred
between Goddess Durga and the Mahishaasura.
Mahisha means bull and asura means Demon
(our undisciplined self). The battle lasted 9 days
and 9 nights. Finally, on the tenth day, Goddess
killed Mahishaasura. When she killed

Scy

Mahishaasura then she got name for
Mahishaasuramarththini. This day is known as
Vijayadasami. Vijayadasami means the 10th
day of'victory.

The Sakthi invoked through prayer, will
help us to yoke our ego and plough the spiritual
field for us. Vijayadasami marks the
triumphant ovation of the soul at having
attained liberation while living in this world.

In northern India the story associated with
this festival is different.

It is the victory of Sri Rama over
Ravana who had abducted Rama's wife Sita. It
is also called Vijayadasami (victory on the
tenth day).

Nowadays Vijayadasami is supposed to be
one of the most auspicious days in our
religion. Children first
starting their education
(vidhyarambham) are
taught some of the basics

by a guru on this day.

The ceremony involves
tracing each letter of the
alphabets in a plate of rice
or even in sand on the
ground.

Navaratri kolu is the arranging of the dolls
ona 3, 5, 7 and 9 tier steps. Kolu has been in
existence more than 500 years.

It is followed in many Asian countries,
especially in Japan. The Japanese version of
Navaratri kolu is known as Hina Masturi

Hina - doll).
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