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(F5. stav. Haiginser)

(Mr. S. Sivathasan;

M. Deputy Speaker, I consider it a privilege to participatc in
this debate on the second budget of the people’s Alliance Govern-
ment. As all of us know, the budget and the debate on the budget
is the most important task before the parliament annually. Sir, all
of us would agree that it is the bounding duty of any Government
in power Lo raise the living standard of the people of the country
in general and the budget in any Parliament could be considered
a policy statemeat of the Government and it is for the upliftment
of the lives of the people. We all know it is money that is very
necessary for the running of a Government or any Institution.

Sir, the second Budget presented by the learned professor G.L
Peiris is a Budget that the whole country received with acclaim.
We welcome it as a Budget which has not placed unnecessary
burden on the common man. But, let us hope that new taxcs will
not be introduced through gazelte notifications. You also tind that
this Budget enccurages investment and development. It will also
stimulate industrial activity and thereby lead to more employment

2

and exports. Incentives through as holidays. Reduced Tumover
Tax and Import Duty will increase production and investment.
The reduction of taxes on vans is welcome as it would benefit the
transport to schools and work-places. The reduction of import
duty on some elcctronic and electrical items such as radios, TV,
relrigerators anc washing machines will be a boon to the wage
earners as the item are not luxuries but have become necessities of
day-ta day life. The reduction of taxes on magazines, periodicals
and printing and writing paper is most welcome as it will facilitate
the spread of knowledge. We should day that this is a very
necessary move in the correct direction. All of us are aware that
our rute of literacy is comparatively high in the south-East Asia
Region.

Sir, even though the increase of Rs. 250 for government
servants is insulticient in consideration of the present cost-of-
living, we are hopetul that the amount would be increased when
the salaries Commission Report of the “Perera commission™ is
tabled and implemented. We are disappointed that the pensioners
have been overlooked. We also welcome the raising of the non-
taxable income to Rs. 144,000 per year.
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In the field of employment, we welcome the reduced tax
facilities provided to investors lo open up more avenues of
employment, but regret to note that very little has been done to
encourage small scale industries, cottage industrics or sell em-
ployment. These three sectors absorb a singnificant number of

+  lhosc employed. Hence, il we are seriously thinking of'solving the

uncmployment problem of reducing it, these sectors should be
helpedl. The faci:ities provided to large scale investors should be

' extended to these sectors as well. Mr. Deputy Speaker. Increased

activity in this licld has been foreseen. But, we regret that this
increased activity will lead to adecline ofonly 1. 14 percent ol the
total deficit ligure. It should be noted here that we are forecasting
an increase in export of agricultural products which are highly
vulnerable to the vagaries of the  weather and international
market.

Mr. Deputy Speaker [, as a Tamil Member ol'Pnriiamcmo{th.e
EPDP representing the Tamil people, complain that the Bu?igct is
in on way going to help the Tamil people of the North, Sir, 1h}:
other day, Hon.. Member Sennan speaking on behalf of the Tamil
plantation workers also complaincd that this Budget has flot
helped them as well. To start with, Sir. I would begin by quoting
the first paragraph of the introduction ol the Budget speech the
Hon. Deputy Minister where he says

“It is a great honour and privilege for me to present the second Budget
of our People's Alliance Government under the inspiring and bold
leadership of Her Excellency Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga.
The Election Manifesto of the People's Alliance promised at the last
General Election that ours Government during its term of office of six
years, will formulate and implement policies and programmes to echieve
rapid and sustainable economic development, which will amclion:a:c
unemployment and poverty and enable our people to live without fearina
free, fair and democratic society, with dignity, self-respect, peace and in
amity.”

- He also goes on to say, Sir.

“In the midst of escalated hostilities in the North and the East, this
Budget is formulated under severe resource constraints, as defence

expenditure istxpectd to remain high during 1996. However, we shall not
sacrifice our development priorities because of the conflict and will make

every effort to contain the budget deficit and monetary expansion within
manageable limits, while providing necessary incentives to promote rapid
employment generation and economic growth. Inevitably, what we will
achieve will be far below our full potential. That is why we will continue
to devote our wholehearted effort to the ongoing peace process.”

Well, Sir, 1 have no doubt that this Government, under the
leadership of the President, Her Excellency Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, the Prime Minister Madam
Srimavo Bandaranaike, for whom I have the highest regard, and
the Government has taken the most courageous step in finding a
just and lasting solution to the ethnic problem.

Thisis what I have to say as introductory remarks. I crave your
indulgence to go into the details of certain aspects of the Budget
specially in relation to the North East, the area that I representin
Parliament. The question not only in this budget but also in
previous budgets as well, was the alleviation of poverty of the
people. Well Sir, the previous government introduced the
Janasaviya, which is claimed to be the vision of the late President
His Excellency Ranasinghe Premadasa, to alleviate poverty. 1 do
not for a moment question the good intentions of either the
present government or the last government. But all what I urge
this Government is to think of the needy people who are not only
living in these parts of the country. There are needy people living
“"in the North and the East as well. Sir, in relation to the
implementation of Samurdhi, the Hon. Minister agreed that this
scheme would be extended to the North and East. L only urge the
Hon. Minister to take early steps in this direction.

Sir, coming to agriculture, the Deputy Minister of Finance in
page 14 of his speech has said, the Government has provided
incentives to sustain high production in the agricultural sector,
fulfilling an election promise. The fertilizer susbsidy which was
removed by the previous Government was restored to the farmer.
Thus, the price of urea declined toan average level of Rs. 500 per
bag from the cost price of Rs. 850 per bag, and sold with other
varieties of fertilizer. Sir, as far as the North-East concerned, this
had absolutely no bearing on the farmer. It is not only that the
farmer has had no opportunity of even seeing as to what urea is,
for the last few years. In particular, in the last 5 years, thisis a
item banned from being transported to the North. Mr. Deputy
Speaker, the Minister has further stated fulfilling another
important promise to the Agricultural Sector. The government in
October 1994, announced a relief to farmers who have failed to
repay their cultivation loan to lending institutions during the
period 1978 — 1994. Farmers were given an option to make a
down payment of 25% of the loans outstanding and the balance
was to be written off, in a joint program by the lending banks. The
government and the Central Bank providing this facility, a large
number of farmers who had been ineligible for loans, became
eligible for credit. Here Sir, no farmer in the North has been
benefitted by this benevolent scheme. The position in the Jaffna
peninsula in particular is that any bank is unable to transact any
business with its customers. From October, this year, Sir, |
should state that even the public servants have not been paid their
carned wages for the month of October. The pensioneers have not
been able to draw their pension from the banks, even the ordinary
people who have deposited montes in the banks have not been
able to withdraw any money from the banks.

No bank was allowed to take any money to the Jaffna
peninsula. In fact Sir, in early October, the Bank of Ceylon
Officials who took money to Trincomalee to be taken to Jaffna
were stopped when they were about to board ship sailing to Point

Pedro. Repeated requests to authorities concerned have not béen
fruitful.

The Hon. Deputy Minister of Finance, has also said the
Government’s medium term policy strategy in Agriculture will
aim at upgrading the quality of research and extensive support,
Agricultural Seeds and material, rural infrastructure Rural
Credit Markets, Storage and Market facilities and Land
Markets.

“These reforms are crucial for alleriating deep-seated rural poverty,
assuring food security and getting agriculture moving. We will remove
the institutional and policy obstacles which have retarded agricultural
profitability and constrained investment.”

Well, Sir, as far as the North is concerned, this has no bearing
at all. Farmers there are handicapped for want of necessary tools,
quality seed paddy and other necessities for Agriculture. In this
connection, we should also note that the Jaffna farmer was our
main producer of vegetables, fruits, chillies, onions, pulses and
cereals. Unfortunately, the war situation has prevented normal
production. If not, all these produce would have come to the
market, and would have considerably reduced the cost of living
all over the country.

Sir, you have been to Jaffna a number of times and you know
the geography of Jaffna as much as Members of both sides know
it. Sir, viewing news on TV, the day before yesterday, we saw the
war being waged where plantain’s are grown in large numbers. In
that area the war is going on at the moment, be it Neerveli, be it
Kopay, be it Siruppiddy, be it Punnalai Kadduvan. These areas
have the most fertile soil in Jaffna - the red soil.
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Sir, now I would come out with some figures. The North East
province is said to have produced 33% of the rice, 40% of dried
chillies, 85% of red onions, 30% of pulses and cereals, You can
justimagine how the cost of living would be lowered if these items
came to the market.

I should also bring to the notice of this House, a painful
situation where an Agricultural Research Centre was set up in
Kilinochchi to cater to research needs of five districts of Jaffna,
namely, Jaffna, Kilinochchi, Vavuniya, Mullaitivu and Mannar.
But the situation of this research centre is most deplorable as
facilities for research in the way of necessary equipment for
research and qualified research officials are totally lacking.

The farmer is unable to undertake any form of cultivation.
Even if he does a limited cultivation, facing untold hardships, he
is unable to reap the harvest for reasons beyond his control. His
entire sweat and labour go waste as the harvest is reaped by some
othert force. -

Sir, when coming to Parliament this morning in my vehicle, the

person who drives the vehicle switched on the radio. There is a
famous Tamil song which I heard. * Sesgsar  wrGrr,
Spiuad wdrr " “Somebody sows, somebody  else
reaps the benefit. ™ This is the realistic situation in the North.
As far as industries are concerned, as mentioned earlier, I request
that attention be paid to small-scale cottage industries and self-
employment. As most of the members of this House are aware,
the only state - sponsored industries in Jaffna were the Cement
Factory at Kankesanthurzi, the Chemical Factory at Paranthan
and the Paper Factory at Valaichenai. All three factories were set
up long ago, as far back as 1948. Well, Sir, there were smaller
state concerns like the Ceramics Factory at Oddusuddan and the
Plywood Factory in Chunnakam, besides the private factories
which produced asbestos sheets, kitchen-ware, and water buckets
out of aluminium ; glass factories in Jaffna and Trincomalee ;
soap factories and a number of power-looms run by the Multi-
purpose Co-operative Societies which produced quality textiles.
Sir, 1 am personally aware that the Pandaterruppu Multi-
Purpose Co-operative Society produced quality textiles in the
carly 'seventies and exported them to Germany and Switzer|and.
Besides this, there were a number of fruit canning and processing
factories in Kilinochchi, 'Ariyala ; and Atchuveli in Jaffna
Peninsula which produced quality cordials, jams and canned
fruits which were exported and had a high demand in foreign
countries, specially in the Middle East.

Then, Sir, connected to fisheries, there was the well known
CEY-NOR Factory which built boats and manufactured nets.
Not only this CEY-NOR Factory, there were a number of other
boat building establishments all over the North East Province.
Today, all these factories are completely closed down as far as
almost all of them are concerned. Buildings and machinery have
been completely damaged or removed.

The workers who were employed in these factories are today on
the roads, left high and dry.

Then, coming to the next subject —

Howdds mOmznomn®
(S8¢ sunmnwad Diariesir)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

What about the Mineral Sands Factory at Pulmoddai ?
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Sir, that was also in the 'Seventi'es. There were a lot of

problems there and it is very difficult for the factory to function
at the moment.

On Human Resources Development, the Hon Minister at
pages 23 and 24 of his speech has said :

“Our government made a strong committment to increase allocations
to modernise our education and health services and thereby remedy the
long neglect of thee sectors hy the previous regime. We have made a start

on this programme, which will be implemented during our tenure.

public expenditure of Rs. 16,858 million, (2.5% of G.D.P.) on
education has been directed at improving the infrastructure facilities and
the quality of education. We established a Sri Lanka Teacher Service
with vastly improved salaries for about 200 thousand teachers at an
additional cost of Rs. 3,000 million. The average increase in teacher
salaries is 50%.

An indcpendent transfer board system was created 1o insure teachers
from politically motivated transfers.

The Principal’s Service has been restructured to improve school
administration, with training in management. The system of inspection
and supervision has been revived. Teaching skills arc being upgraded by
in-service training and distance education, especially in Science,
computers and English,

“Informal education programmes for school-leavers and dropouts have

been strengthened. Curricula are being systematically improved.”

Well, Mr. Dcputy Speaker, the Hon. Minister goes on to say:

“Rural schools nave been strengthened by the provision of new teachers
and facilities. During the year, 222,050 student chairs, 194,350 student desks,
15.040 teacher chairs, 78,395 teacher tables, 15,400 blackboards have been
provided for these schools,™

Well, sir. we do not grudge the provision of these needy
furniture to the students and teachers. These facilities are a
nceessity. But here, Sir, permit me to reveal the realistic situation
of the schools in the North. In very many cases schools are
functioning without proper building facilities. No new buildings
have heen put up, repairs and renovation of buildings have not
been undertaken for many years. A large number of school
buildings have been completely destroyed or very badly damaged
by shelling and bombing.

As the Hon. Minister is aware, many schools in the Jaffna
Peninsula are functioning outside the places where the schools
were carlicr housied as almost the entire population of those arcas
have got displaced and moved out. In the case of most of such
schools they are functioning with very minimum facilities, onlyin
very small tempdrary sheds. This is the condition of the schools
there,

The Hon. Minister, Mr. Siripala de silva, who is now in charge
ol actvitics in the North, this moming reminded us of Shylock,
Shitkespeare’s character in the “Merchant of Venice,” and said
that certain people are demanding the pound of flesh. It is not the
pound of flesh that we demand. What we demand or what we*
really request for are at least the basic necessities of food, clothing
and shelter. As far as shelter is concerned a number of houses have
been completely damaged. Well Sir, about the food situation. Iam
running out of time

'would only hope that this time would be made good because
am running short of time. Time spenton this should be given.
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Sir. coming Lo the food situation in Jaffna and the gencral
situation, because T have no time 1 will table*a document, a
memorandum addressed to Her Excellency the President by five
Governimenl Agents, the Government Agents of Jatfna, Mullaitivu,
Killinochehi, Mannar and Vavuniya, where the realistic situation
is eaplained. The Hon. Ministers and the Government are very
hopelul that this war would end very soon, that it would end today
ortomorrow, which I have my doubts. Till such time, efforts must
he taken by the Government to do whatever possible in the
interests of the civilians. Tdo not doubt the good intentions of Her
. Excellency the President, some ol her senior Ministers and officials.
But. Sir, there is a Tamil saying :  * Qgens @13 Qar@hsrgid
werfl @Lv Qsrirar 7 eqBus 9l guims! RO @8 sy
oy Bus o6& «de  Budms BedmDd) SO.. l.am
reminded of this saying. There are a lot of abstacles. Decistons
taken here, the directive do not go down the line. Today about

* gedmonaged mA) @ )
sreflanand e enar&mtiuit (Merren gs
Placed inthe Librory.

550.000 peoples of the Peninsula are displaced. They have moved
Irom one place (o another, and in some cases to live or six places.
Here too, am reminded of two old proverbs. - *Justige delayed is
Justice denied™ and “A stitch in time saves nine.” Therefore, Sir,
what should be done should be done immediately. This is what we
request from the Government, The Hon. Deputy Minister of
Finance in introducing the Budget said that it is the right of every
citizen in this country to live as equals without fear. This is what
we. the representatives ol the Tamil speaking people of this
country, clected by the Tamils, State. From the First Parliament in
948, our leaders first spoke in Parliament and then resorted to non
violent means. Many senior Members of this House who were
Members ol Parlianment in 1956 would remember the backlash
against a non-violent struggle. It continued this way and
standardization shut the doors of the Jaffna students to enter the
Uiniversity. Even today a student who has scared 286 marks is
unable 1o enter the University, whereas in some districts thosc
students. who scared 180 marks are able to enter the University.
The Hon. Minister of Education said that three Universities arc to
he opened and new Taculties would be opened in the other
Uiniversities. Sir, we really welcome such a move as we feel it is
véry necessary that deserving students should enter the Universitics.
" Evenin this Budgel the Hon. Minister of Education has not given,
the real information as far as the University of Jaffna, the Eastern
University in Batticaloa and the Open Universities of Vavuniya

and Trincomalec are concerned. Well, Sir, Turge the Hon. Dcpu-ly
Minister of Finance and the Hon. Minister of Education and
Higher Education 1o take necessary and meaningful steps in thai
dircetion.

Finally, Sir, before I end my speech, is very necessary,
to putitin the words of the learned Professor Peiris, to find
a fair and lasting political solution at the earliest. Sir, we
have been repeatedly telling this House that the problems
“of the ordinary people of the North and the East should be

looked into and that those people should be treated as
equal citizens of this country.

We also vehimently condemn these murderous and
butchery acts which have happened all over the country,
whether they be at the oil installation or at the Army
Headquarters. Sir, you can deal with the LTTE that way,
but you cannot and you should not think of penalizing the
ordinary Tamil people, if it is the real intention of the
Government to win the hearts and the minds of those
people and solve this problem. From the introductory
words right to the end there is a connecting thread running
through the entire Budget, that is the amount of money
that is being spent on the war efforts is very much more
than what has been really voted for other essential items
such as education, health and other social amenities.

Sir, I come to the last point of my speech, even though |
have much more to say. As far as we of the EPDP are
concerned, we have been repeatedly requesting Her
Excellency the President and the Government to create an
interim administration for the North-East province. All of
us know that under the 13th Amendment the Provincial
Council system was introduced to this country to solve the
cthnic problem and for the betterment of the North-East.
But, today there are only a set of officials and burcaucrats.
My complaint is that there are some officials who are in
charge of three to four departments and there is nothing
moving there. The people of the North-East do not get any
benifit from the Provincial Council. So, in all earnestness,
I urge the Hon. Deputy Minister of Finance, as he is also
the Minister for Constitutional Affairs, to take this matter
up and see that a political leadership is given to the North-
East Provincial Administration and that all efforts taken
in the North-East are handled through this administration.

Thank you.
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(Hrm. erav. Aaugmearn)

{Mr. §. Sivathasan;

Mr. Deputy Chairman. [ am really glad to follow one of our
most veteran Members of this House, the Hon. Lakshman Jayakody.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairsisa very important Ministry. Icall -

ita mostimportant Ministry because all other Ministries are linked
to it. Well Sir, a foreign policy. in the words of thé late illustrious
Prime Minister of India, Jawaharlal Nehru, is an extension of the
national interest of a country. Today this Ministry is playing an
important role with this Budget speaking of foreign investment,
foreign trade and foreign employment. '

Sir,uptonow we have been listening to very clequent speeches
of hon. Members who really know tis subject , starting tfrom Mr.
Anura Bandaranaike. Thoguh we are a small country, we can
claim with pride that our country has earncd a place, a name and
areputation the world over. But, Sir, there are certain other aspects
which [ would deal with mainly, as Mr. Anura Bandaranaike
mentioned in his speech, our relationship with our immediate
neighbour, India. The PAiniits election manifesto has very clearly
stated that the relationship with India should be improved and
should be built. In the words of Mr. Anura Bandaranaike, it
becomes the comner stone of our foreign policy. Sir, in all our
activities India has been involved and it has been helpful. Our
relationship with India is many sided — our cultural relationship,
our political relationship. Even in tregard to our own security,
India has been very helpful. There was a time when [ndia came o

7

the rescus'e of Sri Lanka with the Indo Lanka Accord Ofl_ll?_a
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which tried to helpour country to find a solution to the ethnic
problem which hatbecome a big cancer in this country. It was
fu‘tcr that the Thirtenth Amendment to the Constitution was
introduced and the Fovincial Councils System was set up. In this
process India lost mt only in money and material, but lives of
thousands of its valint soldiers. Well, sir, even at this stage, it is
not that I say that Ifia should be permitted t oa bully, but as a
friendly neighhour t could help our country to resolve our
problems.

Another point I wuld mention is about Non- Governmental
Organizations that hve been doing quite a lot of work in the
North-Eastlike the IRC, the UNHCR, the FORUT. the OXFAM,
the Save the Childin, Redd Bama and the French Medical
organization. Well, &, all of us are aware and the Hon. Foreign
Minister is also welaware about the part these organizations
played-mainly the I(RC which was very helpful in the transport
of food, other esserial medicines and the transport of needy
passnegers, very sicly patients who had to be brought to either
Trincomalee or Colinbo for medical attention as these facilities
are totally lacking 1 the North East. The UNHCR helped a

I; number of our displ:ed people. Even, those people who went to
India as refugees wrc brought to Trincomalee and the UNHCR
helped in re—settlin them in various arcas,

Well, today thihas bccome a problem. There is a prestige .
battle between thelovernment or the Ministry of Forcign Affairs

nf\d these organ_izjons. Even in today’s papers Hon. Dharmasiri
Senanayake, Minierof Information, Meida, Tourism and Aviation .

L[4 Hablkaid that forgn countries have pledged to donate Rs. 5
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billion for rehabilitation and reconstruction of the war tomn areas
of the North-East, Sir, while welcoming this, for the last 3-4ycars
we know that forcign countries were prepared Lo give very large
sums of money for rchabilitation and reconstruction  of these
arcas. But nothing meaningful has been donein this direction. Sir,
today the biggest bropblem that the people, especially of the North
face is that in these arcas, which have been captured or taken over
by the armed froces, no civilians arc living there. Most of them are
cithere in the Thenmarachehi or the Vadamarachchi arca or in
Kilinochchi.

Sir, yesterday, I was able to read a letter, a relative of mine has
written to his daughter, which said that for four days they had o
walk a tair distance without any food, exposing themsels¢x 1o bad
weather and heavy, rain toreach Mirusulil. Well, Sir, Government

officials, even high officials in Colomba whom we meel, are
unaware as to where their family members arc. their wives and
children. Executive officers, SLAS officers, class 1 officers whom
I'know arc unahle to find the whereabouts of their Eith and kin. In
such a situation, it is very necessary that foreign funds are made
use of meaningfully for the rehabilitation of these people. to feed
them. at least to put up temporarysheds which work some of these

NGOs were doing. These NGOs should be allowed to continue-”

such work to help thses people. Well, of course, T do not say that
the Government should give up its role. its supervisory role.

Therefare, Sir. T oly urge the Hon. Minsiter to sec that steps are
taken to alleviate their sufferings and that monics granted by
foreign countries or donated by foreign countries are used
meaningfully. Thank you, Sir.
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Mo S Sisathason;

Mr. Deputy Chairman, [ am pleased (o participate in this
debate on the Votes of the Ministry of Posts and
Telecommunications. Before | start, I should congratulate the
Hon. Minister, the most energetic and youthful Minister and the
energetic and youthful Deputy Minister for the progress as far as
this Ministry is concerned. Before that Sir, 1 should really
congratulate them for having created a new precedent in this
House which I consider, is a very healthy precedent in the sense
that all doubts expressed by Members of both sides of the House
were clarified by the Hon. Minister or the Deputy Minister and
assurances were given. Upto now the practice in this House was
for the Minister and even the Deputy Minister to listen to what
the Members say and reply at the end of the day's proceedings,
when they have the time or the chance to reply. As time is very
limited, the Hon. Minister or the Deputy Minister would not have
the time to take into consideration most of the issues raised by
Members of Parliament and to reply.

Sir, the Committee stage is really the stage that the Members
of Parliament have a chance of sharing their views, the
grievances of the people of their electorates and the problems
that the people of the various electorates face. I really think that
if all Ministers and the Deputy Ministers can continue this
practice, this new precedent which the Hon. Minister of Posts
and Telecommunications and the Deputy Minister have created
today, it would be very useful and easy for Members of
Parliament to pinpoint the grievances of their electorates, their |
districts and see that redress is done.

uu;ﬂﬁaau)

Sir, coming to the Votes of the Ministry, the Progress Report
for the period September, 1994 to October, 1995, is fairly a good
record in which the Hon. Minister in his message says:

“The Postal Department which commenced activities in 1799 has
grown to 559 Post Offices, 3382 Sub-Post Offices and 181 Agency Post
Offices. The activities during the past one ycar were directed at
extending the postal services, expanding the postal network, providing
new postal buildings and enhancing the quality of the letter post.”

'He further says:

“We have paid special attention to the grievances of the employees by

. deciding to remove the salary anomalies and granting Public Servants

status to the Sub-Postmasters. Sub-Postmasters will be granted this
status from 01.01.1996. .
Telecommunication sphere has recorded an increase in the number of
subscribers, improvement of service quality, rchabilitation and
modernisation of telecommunication systems. Efforts have been made 10
utilize aid funds and successful attempts have been made to obtain
further external resources for the development of telecom scrvices.

Encouragement has been given to the private sector and today we have
18 operators providing valuc added telecom services. Growth of the
cellular mobile phanc service has been remarkable and we have nearly
50,000 mobile phones.

The Deputy Minister has said, “I am pleased to note the
activities undertaken, especially in the North-East of the country
10 develop postal and telecommunication services during this
period.” Sir, I do not in any way doubt the good-intentions of
either the Hon. Minister or the Deputy Minister. But, Sir, to be
very frank and to say it in very plain and simple words, the entire
postal and telecommunication system in the North-East,
especially in the Jaffna electorate which I represent, is in a most
chaotic state for reasons well beyond the control of this Ministry,
Sir, even before the operations commenced the conditions were
not that healthy. It is something that all of us know.

[l
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Itis nosecret that practically everybody living in this area has
somebody very close to him, somebody closely related to him,
living outside the shores of our country. It is very necessary {or
the people living in those areas to communicate with their
relatives abroad. Sir, before the disturbances erupted there was a
very efficient network of telecommunications system in almost
all the areas of the Jaffna peninsula, including all the islands of
Jaffna. But today Sir, they are unable to communicate in any
from with their kith and kin living outside the shores of our
country. Most of them are forced to travel all the way to Colombo
Just for a telephone call or to cash a bank draft. Sir, when such
people come to Colombo the difficulties and the hardships that
they encounter owing to security risks, arrests, the questionings
and the lack of board and lodging facilities have become a big
problem today. Sir, this is one aspect of it.

Then, Sir, as far as the postal service is concerned neither can
any letter reach them nor can they send any letter from the Jaffna
peninsula. And specially today, after the Operation “Riviresa”
and with so many thousands of people displaced and not living at
the addresses they were living at earlier, there is no way of them
to receive any letter or communication with anybody outside. Sir,
the Hon. Minister’s Ministry and this Report speaks of the work
undertaken and the work to be undertaken by this Ministry.

Sir, to be very brief, as far as buildings are concerned, most of
the Post Offices in the North-East are housed in very old and
dilapidated buildings which need very urgent repair. For lack of
time I am not refering to particular places and say that this
parucular building at this particular place should be repaired or
renovated. In general the conditions are that they are housed in
old and dilapidated buildings or buildings that have been
completely damaged or devastated by the on-going war. Sir, as
far as buildings are concerned, this is the realistic situation, be it
Jaffna, be it Batticaloa or Trincomalee. There are some post-
offices which are housed in rented buildings. Under the plans of

this Ministry it is very necessary that this Ministry should take
urgent action and steps 1o see that this situation is remedied.

Sir, there were a number of speakers before me, especially the
Tamil-speaking Members of Parliament, who brought to the
notice of the Hon. Minister of circulars being sent-only in the
Sinhala language even to officials working in post-offices in the
Tamil-speaking areas where the entire population is 100 per cent
Tamil-speaking who do not understand or who will not be able to
follow any other language other than Tamil.

©d; OB o I . BdAderd xnmn

(nmeorL 5 €1ip. s1ch. g, Tib @rPent jeieurr ein)

(The Hon. M. L. A. M. Tlishullah)

This will be rectified. From January all the circulars sent tothe
North-East will be sent in all the three languages.

e D rms Tomn
(Hm. caren. fHaigpnsen)
WMo SO Sivathasuny
Thank you. Sir, I thank the Hon. Deputy Minister for this
assurance. Very hopeful that it would come into operation in
January. Then, Sir, as far as the staff is concerned, in Colombo
you cannot send an obituary notice in the Tamil language to a
Tamil-speaking area because in the evening, especially after 5
p.m., there is no Tamil Officer even at the General Post Office in
Colombo to receive this message. Sir, the Hon. Deputy Minister
knows it personally that an obituary notice cannot be sent from
Batticaloa after 5 p.m. because there is no officer who could take
down this message in Tamil. Sir, immediate steps should be taken
to rectify this situation.

Besides that, Sir, senior officers in all grades all over, be it in
Colombo or the entire North-East, from the Deputy General
Manager right down to the officers of the staff grade, are
completely lacking in knowledge, and it is very difficult for the
post-offices to transact business with the customers who go there.
Sir,  must bring to your notice especially the anomalies that that
the people in the islands of Jaffna face.

Sir, the post offices are there only with the name board that it is
a post office. That is all that is there. We do not really have the
necessary staff. But we are thankful to the Hon. Minister and the
Hon. Deputy Minister for regularizing of four Post Masters who
had been working in these post offices for quite some time. But,
Sir, the mere regularizing and bringing them into the service as
Post Masters would not be that much of a benefit to the people
living there as they are unable to transact any business because
there are no letters which go to the island or which come from
there because of the present situation.

Sir, earlier there was a post box which was provided for the
island from where the mail was sent to Anuradhapura. Repeated
requests have been made for a post box to function from
Trincomalee to Karainagar, and for the letters to be distributed
from Karainagar to the other islands. Sir, this problem has been
discussed over and over again on many occasions. I would urge
the Hon. Deputy Minister to provide this facility. I am sorry that
the Hon. Minister is not in the House. I am sorry the Hon.
Minister is not in the House now, I saw somebody coming with
the message and he has gone out. Anyway, I urge the Hon.
Deputy Minister to take this matter up with the Hon. Minister for
necessary action.

@ m, 300

Then, Sir, there are a number of postal peons in many post
offices who have been working for many years. I am told that
there are about 20 such postal peons in the Trincomalee District.
Some of them have worked for very many years, as long as 20
years, but who have not been regularised in service. With your
new scheme of recruitment which comes into operation from 1st
January, 1996, 1 am afraid that these postal peons, after being in
employment for so Jong, might not be considered for permanent
employment. This is not only in the case of peons but even in the
case of some of the Sub Post Masters who have the necessary
educational qualifications and other stipulated requisite
qualifications. If they are not absorbed into the service of Post
Masters before the 31st of December this year, whether they
would have a chance of getting into the new scheme and be
absorbed into the permanent service is doubtful. As such, I would
humbly request the Hon. Deputy Minister to take the necessary
steps and see that these Sub Post Masters, whoare in service and
who have served the Postal Department continuously for many
years, be considered for permanent employment.

0ng; OB od. Jd. 08 Sdader Oxom

(toneier i1 eTtd creu. 7. ¢rth. enfeny e em)

(The Hon. M. L.. A. M. Hisbullah)

Hon. Member, if you can submit the names of those peons who
are working on casual basis, we can look into that.

S Sugimsy S
(Fm. aav. fagnsear)
{Mr. S. Sivathasan;j
Thank you.
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As far as the Batticaloa District is concerned and about w

the Hon. Deputy Minister is well aware, there are about thousand
telephones which starts with the digit ‘2 and there are about two
hundred telephones which start with the digit 7. 1 am told that it
is very doubtful whether these telephones would continue in the
same manner and whether an effective telephone or
telecommunication system could be provided. It is nearly fifteer
years since the Batticaloa Telephone Exchange really started
operations. As such immediate steps should be taken in this
direction.

g OB, ¢, 3. 99, BSAderd dvom

(new Ltfg e1th. 160, 6. 6T, enflsniyeienn &)

(The Hon. M. [.. A. M. Tlisbullah)

Under the new Project we have included the Batticaloa and
Valaichenai areas and we arc making arrangements to replace
the olc¢ exchange with a new exchange.

o Doy e
Ry en Faasraet
Mro S Sivathasas,

With regard to the new telephone rates which the Government
is contemplating to increase. The rate Rs. 180 is to be increased to
Rs. 198/-and a call which costs Rs. 13/- is going to be increased
to Rs. 18. All this is going to create certain difficulties and
hardships for those who use these telephones. Sir, I am reliably
informed that in Trincomalee some of these Government Offices,
during the non-working hours, are doing some manipulation
through some system. The calls are transferred to these private
telephone booths — the agency post offices or private booths -
whereby some sort of illegal use of telephones is being resorted to.
I'am also reliably informed that during the time the Trincomalee
Court was on vacation, there was a very big telephone bill which
was sent to the Court because the telephone systems had been
transferred by using some device. This happens not only in the

Court houses but even to telephones of a number of other
Government Departments. They are being used by these private
individuals with some connivance and connections with -

06 09, Bd. I 08, Bdadert dxnom
(innesrt 1R erin erel 61 eTib  enfeny e an)

(The Hon, M 1, A M Tlisbullah)
I will look into that.

Lol Doz s

(F1 srav. Hargpasan

NMeo S Sivathasan;

This is something which has got to be definitely gone intoin the
national interest. And, Sir, I am hopeful that early meaningful
steps would be taken tosee that the grievances of these people are
met. The present plans of the Governments' new schemes of
rehabilitation and reconstruction of the North-East,
improvement of the postal and telecommunication system is a
must which should receive priority. As the previous speakers
have said, the world is becoming very closer. When we are almost
on the verge of stepping into the 21st century, an effective system
of communication internally within the country and
communication with the outside world is a must. It is a necessity.

Sir, I am hopeful that these spheres would be looked into. I
would repeat the request that, especially that there should be
Tamil officials who could receive fax messages, telegrams,
obituary notices at the General Post Office, Colombo and at post
offices in places like Wellawatte, Bambalapitiya, Kotahena,
Mutwal, where there are sizeable Tamil concentrations. That
arrangement should be made for Tamil officers. Sir, as the Hon.
Deputy Minister claims with pride, the Ministry is a unique
ministry which has a Sinhalese Minister, a Muslim Deputy
Minister and a Tamil Secretary. Sir, we welcome this and we
accept this as an example that other Ministries should follow. But
this should not only be a symbolic gesture, it should be something
in effect. Thank you, Sir.
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