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Nobody can go back and start a new beginning, but
anyone can start today and make a new ending.

SODH Cxhdlwl

Golden opportunities

We do not come across golden opportunities

all the time in human history. When a favourable opportunity
arises one should grab it and make use of it to in the correct
manner to the benefit and welfare of the community. Those
who make use of the golden opportunity are praised as
wise. This concept does not only apply to a community or a
country but also to individuals.

Wise people would not only miss the
opportunities but also take advantage of it to create more
opportunities. Where as those, who are ignorant will let the
opportunities slip away. A very good example is the 50 year
political history of our country and 25 years of Tamil politics
in SriLanka.

In Sri Lankan history, many opportunities came
and went for the peaceful co-existence of all races in the
country. More over there were many many more
opportunities to disengage from the internal war and reach a
pragmatic solution in the last 30 years.

But all those golden opportunities have been
messed up by the selfishness of a few political parties and
individuals. Or else those opportunities were missed without
the correct farsightedness. Also mistakes were made to
prevent more opportunities in the future.

Due to the past mistakes, the just demands by
the Tamils for equality and an honourable life for the last
S50years, has been neglected by everyone. Although we
could boast that our non-violent struggle had changed into
armed struggle and reached its peak, the pathetic life of the
Tamil speaking people today obviously reveals the truth.
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"When we hold on tight to the favourable
opportunities, it would give us more valuable opportunities”.
Without understanding this concept we have been doing just
the opposite. Therefore we should be determined not to
make the same mistakes again today.

Today our neighbour India has once again lent
its friendly hands, as long expected by the Tamils, Muslim
sand also the Sinhalese in Sri Lanka to establish a peaceful
coexistence of everyone. India has forgotten the pain and
bitter experience it faced in the two decades by trying to help
solve the ethnic problem in Sri Lanka and come forward to
help us again. Now we should accept their help, and it is in
our hands to wholeheartedly make use of this golden
opportunity.

We should realise that if we utilise today's
favourable opportunity correctly, then we could even erase
our past mistakes and do away with defeat.

Therefore let us make use of this golden
opportunity to find an honourable political solution and create
an atmosphere where there is democracy and pluralism with
in the Tamil community in Sri Lanka. [ |

; — ;

e S

Meeting between the Sri Lankan President, Mahinda Rajapakse, Indian Prime
Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh and Minister Douglas Devananda in Cuba.
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The spirit of democracy cannot be imposed
from without, It has to come from within

= Mahatma Ghandhi -

The largest democracy in the world, India

which has faced many challenges from within and outside the
country over the last 60 years, has made many
achievements. Democratic pluralism was the foundation for
Indian success. We have to think why our country did not
learn from Indian experiences and failed to address the
challenge it faced despite its close proximity to India.

We looked to India even when the struggle of
the Tamil speaking people emerged as an armed one.
Though India came forward to help us, we spurned the hands
of friendship extended by India. Not only Tamils and Muslims
but the entire nation is paying a heavy price for that action.

Now, we have to beg a reluctant India to come and help us to
solve our problem.
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Every time the Sri Lankan Tamils are in trouble,
it is only in India, which the affected Tamils seek refuge at
first. It is to the credit of India that she has been accepting
and looking after all the Sri Lankan refugees with open hands
for more than 30 years.

All would agree that the only a solution that is
acceptable to all, approved by parliament and can easily be
implemented is the Indian brokered North-East council.
Tamils, Muslims and the nation would not have gone through
this much suffering, if we had rejected war and implemented
the North-East council over the past 19 years.

"When we hold on tight to the favourable
opportunities, it would give us more valuable
opportunities™. Without understanding this
concept we have been doing just the opposite.
Therefore we should be determined not to make
the same mistakes again today.

India realized many years ago that one
language policy and unitary system are not suitable for a
multiracial country and would lead to friction among people.
As a result India introduced state autonomy that is the
bedrock of Indian unity.

Tigers, who oppose unitary system, expected
the world to accept their one party rule. It is foolish for an
undemocratic organization which has no respect for humap
rights and democratic process, rule of law and democratic
elections, to ask for authority to rule over the people. The
world has rejected the tigers demand for the sole
representative status. By having discussions with the
Secretary General of EPDP and other Tamil party represen-
tatives recently, India has again sent this message. H
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Let the steadfast resolution of ours
help us Build the Nation

Peaceful coexistence of all ethnic groups in a
united Sri Lanka

Power sharing at the Centre for all,
and autonomy in the region

Devolution of asymmetric powers to the
North - East Province

Internal autonomy for the Muslims of the
North - East Province

Pragmatic Political Programme of the EPDP

It is very unfortunate that over the past 60

years, the Sinhala and Tamil leadership have failed to arrive
at a mechanism through which the different communities of
the country could share power. As a result, Sri Lanka, which
was a role model for other developing countries in terms of
education, health and other qualities of life indicators, has
now come to the brink of destruction.

The 25 years of war in the country has exhausted the
Tamil people completely. The glamour of war has lost its
appeal and the earlier fervour for violence has abated. They
fervently yearn for a political solution to bring an end to the
war.

Majority of the Tamil speaking people are opposed to
violence. The basic demand of the Tamil speaking people is
a reasonable and just solution to the burning ethnic issue.
The people long and wait for a meaningful political
settlement. All the people in Sri Lanka sincerely long for
a peaceful life, irrespective of race.

7
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The time is ripe to lay the foundation for a stable
political solution through political negotiations. The global
trends too indicate that working out solutions through
nonviolent political means can be more fruitful than mindless
violence. Bitter experiences of the failed past is forcing the
nation to accept the view that there are alternatives to
intransigent and bloodletting politics in solving the problem of
the Tamil speaking people.

It is now quite apparent that by rejecting the Indo-Sri
Lanka Accord and by obstructing its implementation, the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam have betrayed the
fundamental aspiration of the Tamil people.

Even the other Tamil leadership has failed to make
use of the political opportunities that were available to them.
Thus, the Tamils have lost many opportunities to fulfil their
hopes.

The EPDP returned to the democratic mainstream and
gave up arms with the view to finding a negotiated settlement
after the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord. EPDP functions funda-
mentally on the principle that devolution of power for the
North and East, should be the basis for the lasting peace.

We, the EPDP, are convinced that the ethnic issue has
to be approached in a pragmatic way, relying essentially on
negotiations and avoiding military confrontations. We do not
want to drag our people through recurring blood paths.

The past mistakes of the governments, which came to
power, should not be repeated again. In the past, {00 much
trust was placed on the gooawill of the Tigers, who have a
history of scuttling any initiative towards a peaceful resolution
of the ethnic problem.

Another problem was the failure of a consensus
among the main political parties in the south for petty political
gains.

SODH Cxhdlwl

The Governments which came to power, always tried
to appease the LTTE at first, and the Tigers in turn used
these opportunities to build themselves up to prolong the war.
This is why it is necessary for the present Government to
take a bold initiative and table a practical proposal that would
fulfil the aspirations of all Sri Lankans. Democracy, Pluralism
and Human Rights should be given prominence in any new
initiative taken by the Government. Hence, we would like to
present a Three Stage Solution that could meet the
political goals of the Tamil speaking people.

Stage one

The first stage is to implement the 13th Amendment, which
was the outcome of the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord, to the
constitution in full. The amendment is aimed to hand over the
North-East provincial council to the democratically elected
representatives of the North and East. Handing over the
power to the elected representatives of the North and East
would be the first step towards fulfilling the political rights
of the Tamil speaking people.

This move will not have any opposition since the
provincial council system has already been accepted by
almost all political parties and is being implemented in the
South.

The provincial council system run by the elected
representatives of the people will provide channels to fulfil
the daily needs and partially the political aspirations of the
Tamil speaking people. It would also provide the best
mechanism for rebuilding the lives of our people who have
lost everything in the cycles of war.

Stage Two

The second stage is to reinforce the 13th Amendment by
conferring additional powers on the North and East Provincial
Council to make them centres of greater authority.
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This gradual devolution of power to the regions would
allay the fears and build the confidence of both the Tamil and
the Sinhala people. It will instil confidence amongst the
Tamils peaking people that their political issue could be
resolved in stages. This will also convince the Sinhala
people that devolution of power would not lead to
separation but would bring about peace, harmony, trust and
confidence among all ethnic communities.

Stage Three

The third stage would be, with the consent of all the
political parties including the LTTE, a lasting final solution to
resolve the aspirations of the Tamil speaking people. It will
lead to the granting of maximum devolution to the regions.

The subjects that will be shared with the devolution of
powers have to be negotiated through consultation and
finalized based on a pluralistic concept of living and sharing
a multi-cultural society with equality and justice to all
communities and to function in a free society respecting rule
of law, pluralism and the rights of all individuals to exercise
their democratic will without fear.

This is the outline of the political programmes of the
EPDP regarding the cherished aspirations of the Tamil
people. EPDP believes that this program, when
implemented, will restore the rights and the dignity of the
Tamil people.

We could achieve a contented and prosperous future,
only if we approach our problems with a pragmatic and a
clear vision. It is this pragmatic vision and our reliance on the
continuing support of our people that has given us the
strength to go forward without surrendering to the
threats amidst the killings of our brave cadres who have
sacrificed their lives to safeguard the rights of the Tamil
community. -
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Secretary General K.N.Douglas Devananda
meeting Swiss Government representatives

EPDP Secretary General and Minister Douglas
Devananda met with the higher officials of the Switzerland
Government while he was in Switzerland in September.

Mr. Devananda met the government representative at
the Swiss Foreign Ministry and explained the current
situation in SriLanka and the desire of the Tamil speaking
people to find permanent peace and get their political rights
back in Sri Lanka. He went on to say how the Tamils despise
war, and how the actions of the LTTE would lead them only
towards destruction and a neverending war. He also briefed
them on the difficulties faced by the people back home.

The Minister also mentioned about the threats and
extortion by the LTTE, faced by the Tamil Diaspora in
Switzerland. He requested the Swiss government to
safeguard their democratic rights in Switzerland.
Mr. Devananda also asked the support of the Switzerland
Government for his 3 stage political programme to solve the
ethnic problem in Sri Lanka.

Eelam People’s Democratic Party Secretary General
and Social Services and Social Welfare Minister Douglas
Devananda said that the Swiss meeting was a very
successful one. [ |
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EPDP Secretary General meets with the
ruling party representatives in Germany
T he EPDP Secretary General attended the NAM

conference in Cuba, the UN General Assembly in New York and
on his way back home stopped in London, Switzerland, German
and France. In Europe he met several government officials and
theTamil Diaspora and held discussions.

In Germany he met with Member of Parliament,
Spokesman of the SPD parliamentary working group on foreign
affairs and a human rights activist, Prof. Gert Weisskirchen and
his party representatives.

During this meeting both parfiamentarians discussed the
present political situation in Sri Lanka and Minister Douglas
Devananda briefed him on how the Tamil-speaking people
despise war and desire peace in the country. The Minister also
expressed his concemn about the extortion and threats on the
Tamil Diaspora by the LTTE and requested the German
Govemment not to send the Tamils back to Sri Lanka till there
is Peace in the country.

Prof. Gert Weisskirchen said that he is aware and knows
the cause for such a situation in Sri Lanka. He went on to say
that there is no room for terrorism in Germany. He openly
accepted the fact that the LTTE was extorting money from the
Tamil Diaspora and when they are refused the LTTE threatens
their relatives back in Sri Lanka.

12
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He also said that this could be brought to their attention
through SPD (ruling political party in Germany), and the
identity of he persons would not be revealed due to security
reasons. He emphasized on safeguarding human lives
and condemned the many attempts on the life of EPDP
Secretary General and Minister Douglas Devananda, who is
democratically fighting for the political rights of the Tamil
speaking people of Sri Lanka, by the LTTE. He also said that
he would speak up at the appropriate time and place
regarding the refugees being sent back to Sri Lanka.

Along with the Minister K.N. Douglas Devananda,
members of the EPDP in Germany and Switzerland and many
important figures from the Tamil Diaspora participated in this
meeting. [ |

| am speaking from my own experiences

- Douglas Devananda in France -

I am not critical of the LTTE just because |

belong to a different party and not the LTTE. And | have no
intentions of involving in rivalry politics. The experiences
I had so far, makes me talk in this manner, said EPDP
Secretary General and Social Services and Social Welfare
Minister K.N. Douglas Devananda while speaking to the
Tamil Diaspora in Paris.
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Many human rights activist, democratic forces,
literary figures and former members of the various liberation
movements came face to face at the meeting organized by
democratic forces with alternate views in Patris.

Further speaking at the meeting,
Mr.Devananda said that our journey to win the political rights
of the Tamil-speaking people is buried in mud. It is the
responsibility of all those present here today, to take forward
this difficult task. | am here today, to talk to you about the
starting point, he said.

Douglas Devnanada said we could start the
journey to win our political rights by reviving the North East
Provincial Council, by handing over the North East Provincial
Council to the democratically elected representatives of the
North and East. This would be the most pragmatic way of
approaching our issue. This would be the best way to save
the lives of the Tamil speaking people.

The LTTE is not interested nor prepared to find
a political solution for the Tamil-speaking people. The LTTE
is only interested in war. Asolution cannot be achieved
through the path or action of the LTTE. Therefore we have to
come together and work undera common programme to win
the political rights of the Tamil-speaking people in Sri Lanka,
said Minister Mr. Devananda.

At the meeting many concerns, views and
counter views were exchanged among the participants and
the discussions were healthy and fruitful. It is said that
various views were expressed by the Tamil Diaspora
at the meeting. N
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The Ruling and the Opposition Pact a
Historic Turning Point That Augurs Well
For the future of this country

- Eelam peoples Democratic Party - 26 10 2006

The Memorandum of Understanding entered into

by the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, the ruling Party of Sri Lanka
and the Main Opposition, the United National Party is a historic
turning point towards a positive change in Sri Lankan politics
where citizens of all ethnicities could feel happy about. We, the
Eelam People's Democratic Party while endorsing this pact
accept it whole heartedly with open-mindedness.

The pact entered into, no doubt is destined to be
accepted by every one who wish well to this country with much
happiness and enthusiasm for resolving long lasting burning
issues, dawning of peace and harmony in this land of ours,
strengthening unity among different ethnic communities, well
being of the working class and most importantly the envisaged
change of social landscape of our society.

However, the new development may not be to the
acceptance of the war mongering Tigers who are hell bent on
creating chauvinistic rifts among ethnic communities with politics
of self-interest, and showing the world a total different picture as
the sole representatives of Tamil speaking people and liberators
of them. Prabhakaran is not for peace, he, with his goons,
equally ruthless, are on an indiscriminate killing spree, assassi-
nating innocent civilians of every ethnic denomination.
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Tigers may not accept the agreement arrived at between
the ruling Sri Lanka freedom Party and the Main Opposition, the
United National Party but all the Tamil speaking people of this
country welcome this significantly important pact. Whilst the
Tigers have launched a destructive war, dragging the Tamil
speaking people to a total doom in the guise of a liberation
manoeuvre. We, the EPDP have been consistently with the
Tamil - speaking people right throughout, resorting to concerted
efforts for their well-being and security.

Similarly, we are the only organized group that have
identified the true aspirations or assertions of Tamil-speaking
people. Having realized this well, we lucidly express that Tamil
speaking people need to co-exist in a peaceful united Sri Lanka.

Our past experience amply reveals that whenever the
ruling party was in the process of finding a solution to the
national conflict, the opposition never co-operated or stifled the
process, and when the opposition came into power, they too had
to face the same music, this has been the bitter political legacy
of our country. Though this recurrent rivalry in politics has been
one of the reasons for our failure to provide with a political
solution to the ethnic conflict, the Tigers intransigence to make
use of opportunities emerged is the main reason for our failure
to solve the ethnic crisis. As the Tigers are interested only in
continuing the destructive war, they are all out in favour of a rift
in between the government and the opposition. We, the EPDP
has been right throughout campaigning for promotion of peace
and unity among people and never wished animosity to prevail
between the government and the opposition. It's because of this
political standing that the EPDPis going that extra mile for
dawning of peace to this country.

Tigers, in the future will not be in a position to lie the
public to the effect that the rift in between the government and
the opposition is the barrier for arriving at a peaceful settlement
to the ethnic issue and get involved in destructive politics.
They need to realize that they no longer can cheat people to
gain their ends. -
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North énd East
to be merged or de-merged?

It is for people to decide, not the law !
The north and east of the Sri Lanka Island is

the homeland of Tamil speaking people. This right has been
exercised by our ancestors continued upto date. Whether
north and east should be merged or de-merged has to be
decided by the people and not by law. Verdict given by the
court cannot be considered as a solution to this. The EPDP
is firm on this issue.

We are desirous of having a political equality on cast,
creed, social and region and continue to urge for a firm and
safe administrative unit, which will accommodate different
interests of the public life. North and east should be merged
and have only one administrative unit, which will ensure
internal autonomy for both Tamils and Muslims. This is the
political aspiration of the EPDP.

North East administrative unit was presented at the
Thimpu talks in 1985 by the representatives of Tamil
speaking people and was approved in the Indo-Sri Lanka
accord with certain corrections. Even in the Indo-Sri Lanka
accord it is mentioned that a referendum should be held in
the country in order to decide the merger of both provinces,
meaning the people must decided on the issue.
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But the present atmosphere is not suitable to hold a
referendum on this issue in the North and East. The people
in the North and East cannot lead a normal life in their own
homeland. People are internally displaced by the unending
war and resettlement is remote due to the on going conflicts.

We will never hesitate to bow down to justice! But
ideas and views are imperative to decide the living rights of
the people. Our views and ideas too, are based on the
decision of the people.

Media Secretary
Eelam People’s Democratic Party

Eelam People’s Democratic Party
International Contacts

Canada - epdpcan@yahoo.com

Swiss - epdpswiss@yahoo.com.
Germany - epdpgermany@ yahoo.co.in

France - epdpfrance@yahoo.com

London - epdplondon@yahoo.com.sg
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