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* {1,3) When the English took possession of the
country in 1795 it enjoyed tranquillity for some
wvears, until in 1803, when Pandara Wanniya, said to
have been one of the original Wanniyas deposed by
the dutch, raised a formidables insurrection against
the British Government, and being assisted by
Kandians with whom we were then at war, soon
overran all the Morthern Districts and had the bold-
ness to penetrate as far as Elephant’s Pass into the
peninsula of Jaffna. His object was to restore the
independence of the Wanni, and render himself
head of all its principalaties, but though daring and
active, the force under his command was unable to
cope with regular troops, and was only fitted for
guerilla warfore., After several unsuccessful
attempts to discover his retreats, made from the dif-
ferent posts, he was finally surprised, his troops
killed or dispersed, the country was cleared of the
rebels, and tranquillity was restored.””. An
Historical, Political and Statistical Account of Ceylan
and its Dependencies -by Charles Pridham -1849 -
Yol Il. Page 522,
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