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{(1Y*The Kurus were one of the most prominent tribes of the later
Vedic period, but it is curious that Pandus are mentionad for the
first time in Buddhist literature, when they are described as a hill
tribe”
-Sinha & Banerjee in History of India {1952) page 46.
“#&.L.Basham was inclined to think that this claim of the arrival of
Vijaya and his followers was only a personification of the first
Aryan contact. However, G.5.Mendis had rejected their Vijayan
episode as a mere legend. There is no authentic record about the
arrival of Vijaya except scanty references in the Chronicles espe-
cially the Mahavamsa...
The Mahavamsa is a puranic work heavily laden with legends and
politico-religious fervour...”
-Poson : It has historical significance too ..
By A.Thewvarajan.
“However, despite the weight of popular and semi scholarly
acceptance of the Vijaya story itself is purely legendary, a myth of
origin synthesized from various early Indian legends and to be
understood in terms of the histographical objectives of the chroni-
clers rather than as actual historical records. The same historians
however premise of the Vijaya story that civilization in Srilanka
had its originsg in the settlement and expansion of migrant
colonists from the Indian mainland.”
“Ethnicity and Social Change'
Dr. SenakeBandaranayake.
(2} (i} “To many the history of our country begins with the legend
of Vijaya and Kuveni, itself a parallel, according to John Still, to
the tale of Ulysses and Circe. Some declare there can be no Tamil
homelands since the ruins of Buddhist Shrines have been
unearthed in areas considered to be Tamil and because some
Tamil places have Sinhala origins. But the burial mounds of
“Anaikoddai’ and the megalithic artifacts of “Ponbarippu” and
other places in the Morth-western sector may well tell a different
story.

It is reasonable to assume that some of the earliest settlers in
the North Ceylon came from the South-Eastern part of the adjoin-
ing subcontinent.”

- by S.K.Gnanamuttu.

“MNoses & Dravidian Kissingers”, Saturday Review,

4th Aug, 1984

{ii} The physical basis for early Srilanka culture was in the village
tanks associated with this South Indian megalithic culture.

- Dr.Susantha Gunathilake

“Farmation nf Srilankan Culture’”

found in several sites of Srilanka with the site at Bellan-Bandi

Felagza being dated by thermoluminiscent testing of associated

artifacts as circa 4500 BC (Wintle and Oakley 1972). Excavations at

a carefully stratified basis at the Gedige area of Anurathapura

(5.Deraniyvagala 1972) has also brought out artifacts associated

with this culture was wide spread in the country. But it is not with

stone age man or his cultural products to whom one could possi-

bly assign cave paintings (S.Deraniyagala 1971-page 38) that we

are interested in, it is with the culture associated with settled agri-

culture.

Howewver there is considerable evidence both direct and indirect
that settled irrigated agriculture arose before independent of the
coming of the Morth Indian language speakers.”

- Dr.Susantha Gunathilake
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