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SANGARY'S LAST SPEECH

cxcerpts from his last speech
made in Parliament on 18th June 1990

For the last one year my party EPRLF consistently crilicised the Government
and the Tigers. Today there is a war. It is obvious that this war was launched by the Tigers.
Probably 80% of the Tamil-speaking people are opposed to this fascist group and look
forward to the day when their agony will end. This Government must take into account the
desire of the majority of the Tamils. . . ..

During the last few days so many atrocities have been committed by the armed
forces in Trincomallee, Ampara and Batticaloa districts. We strongly condemn these
atrocities. We will not be silent if the Government or the Armed Forces or some politicians
think that they can unleash a planned attack ¢ the Tamils under the guise of wiping out the
Tigers.. . . .

It seems this House is almost unanimous in condemning the Tigers and
enthusiastic about wiping them out. I was (o state clearly that this country will face disastrous
consequences if the Govemnment fails to review its past mistakes and correct them particu-
larly about finding a permanent solution to the National Question. . . . .

We supported the Indo-Lanka Accord, although it does not satisfy the Tamil
aspiration to bring much needed peace to our people. The Tigers attempted to sabotage the
peace process, and were comered and marginalised by the Peace Keeping Force. One must
not forget that it was this Government that gave life to the Tigers by their short sighted
objective of sending away the IPKF. . . ..

Some political commentators stated that the Tigers used the differences that
arose between the EPRLF and the Govenm:at, but in a way it is inevitable. We believe in
principled politics and we are used to tread ng our path with courage. We accepted the
Accord on the basis that the Government wcild honour its obligations. If the devolution of
powers were implemented according to the Accerd, we hoped that our people would be able
to live with dignity in their Homeland. The dilferences arose between us and the Government
because of our uncompromising position rejjarding devolution. Now the differences the
Tigers and the Government are about who will control the Northeast not about the rights of
the Tamils.

There has never been an incident in history when fascists have survived. They
will certainly be wiped out of history. But the Tamil-speaking people will survive and live
in this land of ours. The Government and the Opposition must seek a solution to the
fundamental problem. ..

In conclusion I would like to state the request of out Secretary General, Comrade
Pathmanabha, that the war which affects innocent people must be stopped and meaningful
dialogue must be started among all parties representing Tamil, Sinhala and Muslim politics.
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