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*(1} {i) “"The Tamil spoken in Ceylon represents a
pre Pallava period with its ancient morphological
and grammatical forms and its repertoire of words
considered obsolete for centuries on the neighbour-
ing continent”’

-Tamil Culture -Its past, |ts present and future - By
Father (Dr)} Xavier S.Thanianayagam, Tamil Cultural
Society -Ceylon 1955 - Page 8-9

MNOTES
W.Geiger “The Mahavamsa” -P-165, 264
Colombo 1950
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*4) NOTES

W. Geiger “The Mahavamsa''-p-185, 264 Colombo
1950

"5} "The writings of many of the Buddhist 'patriots’
Anagarika Dharmapala, Piyvadasa Sri Srisena,
Battaramulle Sri Subuti, and articles in journals like
the “"Sinhala Jatiya'® and Sinhala Baudhaya,
abounded in claims not only that Buddhism was the
anly true religion, all others being mere supersti-
tious, but the pure Aryan Singhala of the Sihadipa
were the chosen race with a historic mission to pre-
serve Buddhism in Dhammadipa and were there-
fore superior to the Tamils, Moors, Malayalis,
Sindhis and Chettiars who were Doubly doomed as
being “infidels of degraded race.”

-Kumari Jayawardane
“Revival revolt and race”

*{6) Vijaya according to Mahavamsa was the
founder of the Sinhala ‘race’ and landed in Srilanka
on the day of Buddha's death, interwoven with
‘Sihadipa’ idea; that civilization began in Srilanka
with the landing of Vijaya and the founding of the
Aryan Sinhala race is tha 'Dhammadipa’ concept of
the special role of the Sinhalase as guardians of the
Buddha Dhamma. For not only was it believed that
Buddha visited Srilanka three times, but on his
death bed he is also said to have asked 'Sakra’ to
protect Vijaya in his historic mission to Srilanka the
land where the Damma would flourish for five thou-
sand years. In this way were interwined the racist
theory of Aryan Origin, the traditional myths of
Vijaya and divinely ordained mission of the Sinhala
‘race’ to project the Buddhist religion. Racial purity
and religious purity were thus, combined and the
‘Pure Aryan Sinhalese’ became the appointed
guardians of the ‘Pure Doctrine’ of Buddhism,.

-Dr.Kumari Jayawardane



