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‘. S Eelam negotiable, is Jaffna penin-
sula under the control of any partic- .

ular single militant group, what is
the root cause of the internecine clashes
between different Tamil ~militant
groups, does Jayawardene sincerely
want to settle the ethnic crisis, can the
Eelam struggle be compared with the
Khalistani struggle, in an exclusive in-
terview with our staff correspondent S
Dorairaj, Secretary General of the
Eelam People Revolutionary Liberation
Front (EPRLY), K Padmanabha re-
sponds to these questions. Excerpts of
the interview.

Question: 1Tow do you characterise
the present situation in-Sri Lanka?

Answer: Two distinet tendencies
are seen in Sri Lanka, one in the Tamil
areas of the Nc:th and Eastern provinc-
¢s and parts « . the Central highlands
and the other i : the rest of the country.
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The nationality problem has further in-
tensified. A further widening and deep-

- ening of naticnal oppression has come
to encompass ' "e entirity of the people.
The situatior ~an be characterised by
an intensifice ion of military offensive
on all fronts -nd stiff resistance from
our side.

This situat-on is continuing despite
the so called peace talks which make
one wonder whether the peace procass
can at all be used to solve the crisis.
Practically there has been no peace for
our people.

As far as the people of the central
highlands, the plantation hills are con:
cerned, they seem to be inseparably
linked to the people of Eelam with the
same. They are continuing to face the
dual oppression of being subjugated as a
Tamil people and exploited as a class
while the people in the South districts
particularly the political activists,
human rights activists are facing re-
pressive actions of the Jayawardene re-
gime. These Sinhalese have been high-
lighting the neo-facist character of the
Jayawardene regime and tryving to ex-
pose and present befure the Sinhala
masses the problems faced by their
Tamil brethern in the North East and
Central provinces. Over the last three-

four months about 500 persons have
been arrested in the South.

Q: There have been reports that a
particular Tamil militant is extremely
powerful, In the north and the entire
Jaffna peninsula is under its compre-
hensive control. . Would that be
correct? :

A: This is not at all true. The armed
struggle in the North is conducted by
different groups. No individual group
can claim that it is extremely powerful.
However it can be said that both the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

(LTTE) and the EPRLF are military- -

wise stronger than the other groups. It
can also be said that the EPRLF enjoys
bigger mass backing there as in the
East. It will be wrong to claim that the
armed forces have been completely driv-
en out of Jaffna. On the contrary, they
continue to resort to shelling from the
army camps and at times even try to
come out of their camps. But they couid
not succeed due to the collective
strength of the Tamil militants.
Q: How is the Lalance of forces in the
Eastern province?
- -A: In the Ezatern province the arrny
has stepped up 'ts operations. The muli-
tary is trying to take advantage of the

geographical position of the Eastern

side. And lack of transportation and
communication facilities pose a Dbig
problem to the militants. Besides this,
the Government itself has been fanning
up communal clashes between the Mus-
lims and the ‘Hindus including Tamils.
Though the Islamic Fundamentalists
and the Buddhist Revivalists are back-
ing the Government, poor peasants and
landless agricultural workers among the
Muslims are with the militants.

Q: What is the root cause of the in-
ternecine clashes between different
Tamil groups. Don’t vou think such
clashes would tarnish the image of these
groups.

A: These clashes will definitely
lower the prestige of the militant groups
and demoralise the people. The reason
for the clashes are the weaknesses with-
in the militant orzanisations. particu-
larly those who feel that they can in-
pose their hegemony over the entire
movement through the barrel of the
gun. This tendency is represented by
one section of the liberation movement.

Secondly, the external elements who
highlight these weakness and feel that
such organisations can be manoeuvred
and exploited to further Weaken the
struggle. This tendency is represented
by the Sri Lankan Government.
Thirdly,the imperialist forces which in
addition to strengthening the Sri
Lankan Government would also like to
see that they wield some influence with-
in the liberation movements.

Q: Do you think that the fight for
separate Eelam can be continued on a
political front under the presert
circumstances”?

A: We sincerely believe in that be-
cause oyrs is a struggle based on justice.
Temporary setbacks cannot deter us
from marching towards our ultimate
goal. Ours is also a mass struggle. The
masses are very much with us.

Q: What is your assessment of the
talks between the Tamil United Libera-
tion Front (TULF) and the UNP re-
gime? Will Jayewardene sincerely re-
sort to efforts to settle the ethnic issue?

A: Nothing will emerge from the cur-
rent talks between Government and the
TULF representatives. The basic ques-
tion is whether the TULF can represent
a national movement. In fact it scems to
reilect soon parochial interest or class
interest that it represents. It can be con-
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sidered as a talk between the TULF, an
exparliamentary party which has lost

. the support of the masses and the UNP,
a ruling party which is losing the sup-
port of the masses. '

. Q: What is the political ideology of

" the EPRLF? Are the Tamil militants
divided between nationalists and
socialists?

A: There is a'general opinion that ei-
ther our struggle is entirely a resistant
movement against State terrorism or

_entirely a separatist ~movement.
EPRLF's position negates both. We are
.not demanding a separate State of
Eelam as a birth right. Or because we
are a distinct nationality. We are de-
manding a separate state of Eelam be-
cause we are an oppressed distinct na-
tionality and all oppressed nationalities
have the inalienable right of self-
determination. So, ours is a national

liberation movement. If the national .

oppression ceases to exist, the demand
for a separate slate ceases to be vaiid.
But_in the present circumstances,
the Sri Lanka Government lacks the ca-
pacity to solve the nationality problem
within one country. And we have no op-
_tion but to continue our armed struggle
to create conditions for genuine peace.
These conditions can be-created only
through fundamental transformation
all over the country. Both'the Sinhalese
and Tamil nations have to undergo fun-
damental transformations. These proc-

esses have to be parallel to make a liber-

ation  movement.y-. Our... liberation

i concept, does not exclude the progres-

sive forces among’the Sinhala people.
The mobilising of the Sinhala masses

towards an immediate transformation’
seems difficult at the moment. But we

want to create these conditions which
means, developing links with the pro-
gressive forces in the South. And this is
‘what makes as different from other
. organisations. "~ S

Q: How doyou evaluate India's initi-
. ative to bring about a solution to the

ethnic problem? Do you think that the :

Indian  Government  has  been
pressurising the Tamil groups to accept
any proposal put forward by President
Jayewardene? ,

Aé The Government jof India has -

: étrengthened us at no stage. We have
.. been extending our, ful
%‘ftd the efforts taken:b

én:by the Indian Govs
etnment to bring ‘about a solution'to the

# ethnic crisis: At the samie time, we can=g,
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our people from the ons!aitiz of theSri
Lanka Government. . -

Q: Attempts are beina rmade to draw
a parallel between the teea-istic activi-
ties of the Khalistanis &t * vne fight for
Tamil Eelam. Certain eleinc:ts in India
have openly spelt. ovt their plans to
mobilise a . private
Khalistanis to liberate I'elam. Do you
think such a step would serve your -
purpose? - St

A: Recently there was a conference
in the United States attended by Dr

. Subramaniam Swamy of the Hindustan’

Army, ex-army general Bhullar the
president of the World 8t Federation
and members of certain Leiain expatri-
ates. At this confererce, Bhullar ex-
tended all practical s .rt to the
Eelam struggle. And . bramaniam
Swamy also made a sir st statement.
Following this conferen-¢ we issued a
statement to the effect

13 we so-
licit support frem all g . .7 iy peo-
ples of the werld, we vary of
machinations and man: sosed by

international reactiona: . i.rces to di-
lute and undermine th- ‘e .iiimacy of
our struggle.

With regard to compsriv our strug-

armiy led by -

gle with that of the Khalistanis, it is
uncomparable. These are two separate

*distinct situations. Qurs is not a separa-
tist movement. We see it as liberation .
movement. Secondly we see ourselves as |

an oppressed, distinct nationality. We
have faced national oppression. We do
not think that this situation applies to
the-Khalistani case although the Sikh

_people might have specific problems of
-their own which may distinct from oth-
er peoples of India. It certainly does not

take on the dimensions and proportions

. of the type of oppression that our people

faced in Sri Lanka. , .
Our case is very different as we have

-to place our struggle in the context of

the Indian sub-continent. What are the
forces which are supporting the separa-
tist forces in India? What are the forces
which are undermining peace and sta-
bility? The very forces which are sup-
porting the Sri Lankan State are also
rying to destabilise India, undermine
India’s anti-imperialist foreign policy

. which has been a nuisance value to the
"imperialist block.”They always wanted

to undermine India’s role in the interna-
tional arena. We cannot be a party to

this.
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to the EPRLF here today.
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MADRAS, Oct. 15."

i . Clashes broke otit between Sri Lankan sol-
diers and members of Eelam People’s Re-
volutionary Liberation Front yesterday at Per-
iyathambannai in. Vavuniya district, according

- L
A press release said that the Sri Lankan
" army consisting of a contingent of gbout 500 so!-
j diers withdrew after the EPRLF's onslaught.
! Later. two Sri Lankan bomber planes and two
f helicopter gunships strafed .the area

l an EPRLF camp was damaged. . "\ -

'Sri Lanka soldiers clash
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