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Return to negotiations

In the last few months, the Northeast of Sri Lanka has witnessed a sharp
escalation of incidents of violence punctuated by a brief respite in the run up to and
following the talks in Geneva between the Government and the LTTE in February
last.

Both parties have been blamed for the escalation of violence and also for not
keeping up the promises made in Geneva.. Despite the promises made, a relentiess
campaign of landmine attacks on security forces and retaliatory targeted killings of
LTTE cadres and its supporters by so-called Tamil paramilitary groups continued.
Cordon-and-search operations, targeted killings and counter-kilings with reports of
‘disappearances’ were increasingly becoming a familiar pattern.

Following a bomb blast which killed five people in a market in Trincomalee town
an 12April, over twenty Tamil and Muslim civilians were killed by a gang of Sinhalese
persons in what appeared to be retaliatory attacks In which dozens of homes and
businesses were destroyed and several thousand people displaced. This was
soon followed by, in what appeared to be a tit-for-tat exercise, a number of Sinhalese
farmers and their families were attacked and killed in a village in Trincomalee.

Now, Colombo has been rocked by a suicide bomb attack attributed to the Tamil
Tigers in which eight have been killed and twenty-seven seriously injured including
the country's Army Commander who appeared to be the prime target of the attack.
The military promptly launched what was described as retaliatory strikes against
LTTE positions in the east which included aerial bombing and firing from Navy ves-
sels. Many thousands of civillans have been displaced and reported!y twelve civil-
lans have been killed, twenty-six have been injured,

While the military claims that its strikes in the east have been in responseto LTTE
attacks, the LTTE has characterised the military strikes as a gross violation of the
ceasefire agreement and has promised to “respond with a force that will be cata-
strophically disabling and devastating to the enemy” if the military air and sea strikes
continued.

There are those elements on either side that are spoiling for a return to war.
They point to the defects in the ceasefire agreement and fault-lines in the peace and
facilitation processes. They malevolently assert that three years of ceasefire had
not brought peace without realising that nearly twenty-five years of all out war did
not bring peace either. Instead what it did was to turn the beautiful island of SriLanka
into the killing fields of Asia. Even if one ignores the other many benefits that the
ceasefire has brought to the battered and beleaguered civilian population of the
Northeast, it must be remembered that the ceasefire has saved the lives and prop-
erty of hundreds of thousands of people and prevented the people from being
victims of mass displacement and mass migration to other parts of the world. It has
also enabled a substantial programme of rehabilitation and reconstruction bringing
enormous benefit to the civilian population.

Officially, the 2002 ceasefire agreement still holds and both parties have been
paying only lip service to its adherence. Ground realities clearly demonstrate that the
provisions of the ceasefire agreement have been flagrantly violated on countless
occasions. More than 200 soldiers, Tamil Tigers, members of non-LTTE Tamil groups
and civilians have been killed in various violent incidents that have escalated since
late last November.

Despite their strenuous efforts, the small team of 60 international monitors of the
Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM) are struggling to cope with the escalating
incidents of violence. With events spiralling out of control it seems very obvious that
the Norwegian facilitation alone cannot contain the deteriorating situation and save
the peace process from collapsing altogether. The dire situation demands a well
coordinated intemational intervention by the international community, particularly the
EU, US and India, to arrest Sri Lanka drifting towards all out civil war.

The parties should be made to realise that there is no military solution to the
conflict. They must be persuaded to return to the negotiating table without precon-
ditions to engage in a sustained and all inclusive peace process that will address
and discuss the details of the substantive issues that should form the basis of a
comprehensive political and constitutional settlement. Parties should have the cour-
age and the wisdom to remain at the negotiating table as long as it takes to reach
such a settlement.
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Suicide attack on

army commander in Colombo
% EightKilled, 27 injured 3

D.B.S. Jeyaraj

April 25th, 2006 - Sri Lankan Army
Commander Lt. Gen Sarath Fonseka sus-
tained serious injuries in a suicide-bomb
attack on Tuesday April 25th that killed
at least eight persons and wounded an-
other twentyseven. The suicide bomber
was a woman who disgused herself as a
heavily pregnant.

The attack took place in broad day-
light just outside the Army Headquar-
ters within a heavily guarded security
precinct in the heart of the capital Co-
lombo. Gen. Fonseka who received
abdomenal and chest injuries underwent
three surgeries and is now pronounced
to be in a “stable condition”. But he is yet
to be declared completely out of danger.

The battle-scarred veteran soldier is
regarded as a “hawk” advocating a very
hard line against the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam organization. Fonseka was
in his office at the Army headquarters in
Colombo during the morning. At 1.30 pm
he had left office intending to go home for lunch.

The security convoy had just com-
menced the journey when a seemingly
pregnant woman standing outside the
military hospital ran towards his vehi-
cle. One of Fonseka’s bodyguards ac-
companying the vehicle on amotor cycle had seen
her and tried to stop her by kicking out.

An explosion then occurred hitting
Fonseka’s and other vehicles in the con-
voy. The time was 1.35 pm. All eight of
Fonseka’s motor cycle escort rider cum
bodyguards were injured. So too was the
army chief’s aide de camp Major. Priyal
Wickramasinghe.

“I saw a fireball as I came out of my
saloon,” S.A. Weerasinghe, told “the
Hindu” newspaper. Weerasinghe works
in the military saloon, which is also in-
side the sprawling complex.

Security forces then cordoned off the
area and took the affected persons into
the military hospital. At least four were
pronounced dead upon admission. There-
after at least ten ambulances arrived and
took the seriously wounded persons to
the National Hospital in Colombo.

Speedy medical action was taken in
the case of the Army Commander. Under
the direction of National hospital direc-

tor Dr. Hector Weerasinghe a team of
doctors attended to Sarath Fonseka. This
included apart from the regular staff, ten
additional surgeons. Fonseka had received
injuries to his chest and abdomen. His
lungs were pierced too. Fonseka was suf-
fering from heavy internal haemorrage and
was in critical condition. Surgery on him
began at 2.00 pm. It was a very delicate
situation as bleeding had not stopped fully.

Surgery in two phases was performed
within a period of three hours. At one
point Fonseka suffered a cardiac arrest
and was thought a “goner”. But the tough
Southerner from Ambalangoda fought
death and clung on to life tenaciously.
Hospital authorities said that the Army
Commander’s health improved miracu-
lously and that his condition was now
stable. Yet he is not firmly pronounced
out of danger. Fonseka is unconscious still.

Thirteen army men including Fonseka
were admitted to the national hospital.
Of these Sgt. W.A.N Priyantha was
found to be dead upon arrival. Sgt. Ma-
jor Lasanthakumara had serious eye in-
juries and was later transferred to the
eye hospital at 3. 30 pm.

Among the eleven officers in the na-
tional hospital three including the com-
mander are in the intensive care unit.One
has serious head injuries and the other
heavy internal bleeding. The other eight
are in ward 72. Two of them have serious
injuries. Other injured persons are at
present in the military hospital.

Those receiving treatment at the Na-
tional Hospital include the Army Com-
mander’s ADC Maj, Wickremasinghe,
Lance coroporals Jayasekera and
Seneviratne. Woman Sgt. Sithara
Gunatilleke is also warded. Among army
personnel confirmed to be dead are Sgt.
Priyanka, Corp. Warusawitharne, lance
corp OKPD Viraj, Pvt Devasurendra and
army civian employee Ms. Niluka
Priyangani.

‘Pregnant’ suicide-bomber

The severed , disfigured head of the
woman was found lying many yards
away after the incident. Her legs were
also recovered. The rest of the body was

totally shattered.

According to official sources the
woman had come to the military hospi-
tal for ante- natal tests relating to her
apparent pregnancy. The military hos-
pital is situated within the same security
precincts where the Army Headquarters
is in. It is well-fortified and tightly
guarded. The military hospital caters to
the needs of soldiers and their families.

Tuesday’s was special maternity
clinic day for those with concerns about
pregnancy. According to Police sources
the woman had come the previous Tues-
day (18th) and attended a seminar on
pregnancy. She had then registered for
tests the following Tuesday. She was ac-
companied by a man claiming to be her
husband and a soldier. Her papers were
in order.

A military bus is also made available
on these days to take patients to their
destinations. The woman was standing
outside the hospital seemingly waiting
for this bus. The man who had come with
her in the morning was now missing. Itis
said that Fonseka always went home for
lunch at 1. 30 pm sharp whenever he was
in Colombo.

Even as the Army Commander
started out for home to have lunch the
woman had rushed towards the vehicle
from its left side. Fonseka was in the
right side rear seat of the vehicle. Analert
bodyguard on a motor cycle had seen her
and kicked out. The woman with explo-
sives strapped around her then detonated
herself resulting in massive explosion. It
is said that Fonseka survived the attack
due to this brave soldier receiving a di-
rect hit. At least five of Fonseka’s body-
guards were killed.

The national hospital was teeming
with people after hearing of the Army
Commander being admitted there. Addi-
tional troops were deployed to preserve
law and order. Movement of people and
staff was restricted. Restive crowds were
anxious about Sarath Fonseka’s condition.
People began dispersing only after Dr,
Hector Weerasinghe announced at 5. 45
pm that the army chief’s condition was
now stable.

Apart from the family members and
close relatives of the Army Commander
cabinet ministers Nimal Siripala de Silva,
AHM Fowzie, Mangala Samaraweera,
Rohitha Bogollagama , Defence secretary
Gothabhaya Rajapakse, Presidential ad-
viser Ajit Cabraal and former first lady
Hema Premadasa etc. were also in the
hospital.

One story going around was that
Chief of Staff Nanda Mallawaaratchi was
also seriously injured. Another story was
that the man claiming to be the suicide
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woman'’s husband was also killed in the
blast. But these reports were not con-
firmed and largely rumours.

Condemnation

The suicide attack bearing all the hall-
marks of a Tiger operation was widely
condemned. The USA, India and Euro-
pean Union condemned the attack and
expressed support to thé Colombo gov-
ernment.

With Indian Premier Manmohan
Singh being in Germany senior most min-
ister and Defence minister Pranap
Mukerjee telephoned Mahinda Rajapakse
personally. Terming the suicide bombing
in Colombo, which seriously wounded
the Sri Lankan army chief, as a “brazen
act of terrorism”, he conveyed India’s
solidarity with the government and peo-
ple of the island in its “difficult hour”.

Condemning the suicide attack, State
Department spokesman Adam Ereli told
reporters at a briefing that the attack was
“an unacceptable act of terror, a clear
provocation and an escalation of vio-
lence.” He said it was unfortunate that
the LTTE had restarted the war instead
of restarting the peace process.

The Austrian presidency of the Eu-
ropean Union condemned a suicide bomb-
ing in Sri Lanka and expressed its condo-

lences to the government and relatives of
the victims. “This appalling act of ter-
rorism must not be allowed to threaten
the prospects for peace in Sri Lanka,”
the EU said in a statement released in
Austria, which currently holds the rotat-
ing presidency of the 25-nation bloc. The
EU called on both the Sri Lankan govern-
ment and the Tamil Tigers to “refrain from
further actions liable to jeopardize the
peace process.”

The Co-Chairs of the*Sri Lanka peace
process, US, Japan, Norway and EU con-
demned absolutely the attempted assas-
sination this afternoon of Lt General
Sarath Fonseka, head of the Sri Lankan
army and sent their condolences to the
families of the persons who lost their
lives in the attack. Expressing their grave
concern about further escalation of vio-
lence, they said, “The Co-Chairs call on
the LTTE to cease all suicide attacks and
other forms of violence.”

The LTTE however denied that they
were responsible. Tiger spokesperson
Daya Master disclaimed all responsibil-
ity but did not comment further. An
LTTE website abroad charged that the
explosion was due to internal differences
within the armed forces and said the ex-
plosion had occurred due to a bomb at-
tached to Fonseka’s vehicle. There were

few if any takers for the LTTE denial.

Address to the nation

President Mahinda Rajapakse in a tel-
evised address to the nation appealed for
calm and patience. Stating that he could
not be frightened away Rajapakse also
warned the LTTE that he and the Coun-
try would not bend their knees to terrot-
ism. “What the LTTE attempts to achieve
by intensifying these attacks, while
grossly violating the Ceasefire Agreement
they are said to be bound by, is to bring
about a clash of a communal nature among
the Sinhalese and the Tamil people. It is
the strategy of the LTTE by this means
to change international opinion that is
unfavourable to them, to be in their fa-
vour. Therefore, I make a fervent appeal
to all our people not to take the law into
their own hands, and in a way give cause
for such a communal clash,” the Presi-
dent said.

A coordinated bombing and shelling
operation by the Army, Navy and
Airforce was launched as a retaliatory
measure in Trincomalee district. The
Government also stopped all transport
to and from LTTE controlled areas in the
North. The entry-exit points at
Muhamalai, Uyilankulam and Omanthai

(continued on next page)
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Military launches retaliatory
strikes against LTTE

D.B.S. Jeyaraj

April 25 - Responding to a suicide
bomber attack targeting Army com-
mander Lt. Gen Sarath Fonseka in Co-
lombo on April 25th at noon the Sri
Lankan Government launched an unde-
clared war in the evening targeted against
positions of the LTTE in the Trincomalee
district in eastern Sri Lanka.

In a coordinated operation areas in
the Muthur division of Eastern Trinc-
omalee were bombarded by air and shelled
from military camps and naval ships.

The Government also suspended all
transport to and from Tiger controlled
areas in the Northern province shutting
down entry-exit points in Muhamaalai,
Omanthai and Uyilankulam.

The suicide bombing operation in
Colombo killed at least eight persons and
injured twenty - seven. Among those se-
riously wounded were Army Commander

Sarath Fonseka and his aide de camp
Major Priyal Wickremasinghe. Several
soldiers were among the dead and injured.

Though the operation had the clear
stamp of a Tiger attack the LTTE denied
responsibility. Some tiger media charged
that it was due to internal differences
within the army.

With growing resentment in the South
at the Government’s perceived impo-
tence the Sinhala public mood was get-
ting increasingly sour. President Mahinda
Rajapakse was under great pressure to
retaliate effectively. His political allies
like the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
wanted him to be tough with the Tigers
while the Jathika Hela Urumaya was for
calling off the ceasefire and declaring open
war.

The International community stron-
gly condemned the suicide attack and ex-

(continued from page 5)
were sealed off.

Rajapakse also met a UNP delega-
tion led by Karu Jayasuriya in the ab-
sence of Ranil Wickremasinghe currently
in the USA. He asked for full coopera-
tion by the UNP and received such as-
surance. Political circles were talking of a
SLFP-UNP Government being a reality
if full scale war commenced. Meanwhile
the TVP wanted Rajapakse to be “tough”
against the LTTE. The JHU wanted the
Govt to call off the ceasefire and declare
war.

SLMM Condemns

Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM) in a press release issued from
Colombo condemned the “suicide bomb
attack that took place at the Sri Lankan
Army Head Quarters,” and urged the “Sri
Lankan Government to equally refrain
from any retaliatory actions at this stage
and remain committed to the Peace Proc-
ess.”

The SLMM statement said - “The
Sri Lankan Monitoring Mission strongly
condemns the suicide bomb attack that
took place at the Sri Lankan Army Head
Quarters in Colombo earlier today result-
ing in death and injury of both army per-
sonnel and civilians. The attack was
aimed at Lt. Gen. Sarath Fonseka who
was subsequently rushed to hospital.

“The Sri Lankan Monitoring Mission
still has limited information about the
attack and will for the time being refrain
from drawing any immediate conclusions
about the possible perpetrators. How-
ever we remain at the disposal for the
Government of Sri Lanka to assist in
making the necessary inquiries.

“This attack is yet another serious
blow to the Ceasefire Agreement and the
Peace Process. It is likely to have very

" negative effects on the relationship be-

tween the Government of Sri Lanka and
the Liberation Tigers or Tamil Eelam and
could jeopardize any possibility for fu-
ture talks.

“The Government armed forces have
suffered countless attacks in the last few
weeks but have shown restraint and re-
frained from massive retaliation. We sin-
cerely urge the Sri Lankan Government
to equally refrain from any retaliatory
actions at this stage and remain commit-
ted to the Peace Process.”

“Almost 300 people have died in at-
tacks and violence this year. More than
150 of those were civilians. War is not an
option for this country as it will only
bring human misery and death. There isa
desperate need for the two Parties to
resume talks at all levels if the situation
is not to result in a serious conflict that
could escalate out of control and lead to
war.” Q

pressed support to Rajapakse. Yet re-
straint was urged and appeals were made
that Colombo should not resort to for-
mal war,

Against this backdrop the Govern-
ment decided to launch retaliatory attacks
in the form of an undeclared war against
the LTTE. Instead of attacking the LTTE
headquarters in Kilinochchi operations
were launched against Tiger positions in
the Eastern district of Trincomalee.

Two Israeli made K - fir bomber jets
flew out from China Bay airport and con-
ducted five bombing sorties over the
Muthur region of Eastern Trincomalee.
The aerial bombing began at 5. 50 pm
and went on till 6. 15 pm. After these K-
firs had returned to China Bay two Rus-
sia made MIG 24 planes flew from
Anuradhapura and conducted a sixth pro-
longed bombing spree at 6. 25 pm.

At 6. 35 pm five Israeli built Dvora
gun boats sailed close to the Muthur
coast and began shelling coastal areas.
This naval shelling went on intermittently
yet intensively till 8. 45 pm.About 80
shells were fired from the sea.

The army started its own artillery
fire from the Kuranguppaalam or Monket
bridge camp towards Muthur at 6. 45
pm. The shelling was consistent but spo-
radic with short intervals. The shelling
was heavy till about 9. pm but continued
with less intensity till midnight. Around
150 to 160 shells were fired. Many of
the shells fired were deadly multi - barrel
artillery shells obtained from Pakistan
and China. .

Areas like Kattaiparichhaan, Samp-
oor, Koonitheevu, Kadatkaraichenai, Sen-
aiyoor, Iraalkuli, Ilakkanthai, Paattalipu-
ram, Uppaaru etc were bombed initially
and then pounded incessantly by artil-
lery from gunboats and army camp. The
Senaiyoor Central College was badly hit
with its primary school and laboratory
buildings reduced to rubble. Much of the
damage was due to aerial bombardment
here.

Though casualty figures were not
known preliminary reports indicated that
at least one family were affected when
their house collapsed. A child was re-
ported dead. Power supply to Muthur
was also affected and the region was in
total darkness during and after the bom-
bardment.

According to preliminary reports the
bombing and shelling had not affected
actual LTTE positions in the region much.
LTTE camps, sea Tiger bases and a newly
constructed air strip were not damaged.
Civilian homes and public buildings had
been destroyed.

Preliminary reports stated that de-
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spite the intensive bombardment and
shelling comparatively few lives were lost
or people injured due to two reasons. One
was that the people had taken proper
precautions and sought secure shelters,
The other was that the bombing and shell-
ing was done at random with venomous
fury with very little focus on actual tar-
gets.

LTTE political Commissar for
Trincomalee S. Elilan has inquired from
the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission
whether the ceasefire was over and war
had been declared. The Trinco SLMM
had informed him that the security force
officials had not responded to the tel-
ephone calls and e-mails, faxes sent by
them.

SLMM head Ulf Henricsson how-
ever has gone on record expressing the
hope that the attacks were “limited re-
taliatory” measures. Peace secretariat
Director-General Palitha Kohona has also
“hinted” that these actions would be of a
limited nature in interviews to the media.

Colombo also maintains that the re-
taliation was necessitated by the LTTE
attacking Lankan naval craft in
Trincomalee. The bombing and shelling
is supposed to be retaliatory measures.

Just as few people believe the LTTE
statement that they had nothing to do
with the Colombo explosion there are few
who would grant credibility to these as-
sertions by the Government. Though the
LTTE had exploded a bomb in Colombo
on April 25th and engaged in some vio-
lence in Trincomalee over the past week
the tigers had not attacked the navy on
Tuesday as alleged by the Government.

It is apparent that the Government
launched its undeclared war first by con-
ducting aerial bombardment and supple-
menting it further by artillery firing from
army camp at Monkey Bridge and shell-
ing from Naval boats

Political analysts however were con-
cerned that Sri Lanka was backsliding to
an open and fierce war. There were three
concerns. Will the armed forces and de-
fence establishment continue these re-
prisals to the extent of open war becom-
ing inevitable? Will the LTTE angered by
these reprisals raise the ante further by
conducting more operations that would
make the situation deteriorate further?
Will rajapakse egged on by the hardliners
around him bow down to populist pres-
sure and declare war?

Despite the ceasefire the country has
witnessed an escalating shadow war in
the past. Both the LTTE and Tamil
paramilitaries assisted by the security
“orces engaged in that. The suicide bomb
zack against Sarath Fonseka is actually

Geneva Talks Collapse,
Peace Process in Peril

April 23 - The proposed second
round of talks in Geneva between the
Government and the LTTE failed to ma-
terialise in spite of strenuous efforts made
by the Norwegian facilitators. The Tamil
Tigers refused to go to Geneva for the
second round oftalks alleging that it was
the Government that was responsible for
its decision. The announcement came
amid some of the worst incidents of vio-
lence and bloodshed since the February
2002, when a cease-fire agreement came
into force.

Now that the talks have been almost
abandoned without any dates being fixed
for the resumption of any more talks,
there is widespread fear of further esca-
lation violent incidents that might even
lead to a resumption of full scale war,

The talks scheduled to take place on

a high water mark of the escalating shadow war.

Now it is seeing an undeclared war in
the form of action by the army, navy and
air force. Civilans are victimised. But nei-
ther the Government nor the LTTE have
said so far that they are declaring war.
Sections of the media on either side of
the ethnic divide say that the other side
has declared ed war. But both parties have
reiterated that they are committed to the
ceasefire still. It remains to be seen
whether this position would change for
the worse or the better in the immediate future.

Meanwhile in what seemed a knee-
jerk reaction, Defence secretary Gothabh-
aya Rajapakse clamped down on trans-
port through the Wanni. All transport to
and from the LTTE controlled Northern
mainland of the Wanni was suspended.

The entry - exit points at Omanthai
In Vavuniya district and Uyilankulam in
the Mannar district were shut down at 2,
30 pm. The Muhamaalai point in the
Jaffna peninsula was closed down at 3.
00 pm. Hundreds of people and vehicles
were stranded by the sudden move. Re-
ports indicate that the closure would be
temporary.

Recent events have shown that the
country is on the brink of an open, brutal
war. Only effective International pres-
sure could pull both sides back from the
edge. Norway alone cannot do this.
Greater coordinated action from the big
players like USA, Japan and more im-
portantly India is required to save the
peace in Sri Lanka. Q

19 to 21 April was previously postponed
at the request of the Tamil Tigers and re-
fixed by agreement between the parties
and the Norwegian facilitators for 24 and
25 April.

By the time the LTTE announced its
latest decision, some of the Government
delegates had already left for Geneva. The
government appeared to be optimistic
and said it was going ahead with the
logistical arrangements for peace talks
with the LTTE in Geneva despite the
negative signals coming from Killin-
ochchi,

Norway’s new special peace envoy
Jon Hanssen-Bauer arrived in the island
Tuesday 18 April and had several round
of talks with Government leaders and
officials and travelled to Kilinochchi in
the north and had discussions with the
LTTE leaders, including S P Thamils-
elvan, in a bid to end the deadlock be-
tween the the government and the LTTE.

The LTTE announcement said that
the group had told Norwegian peace en-
voy Jon Hanssen-Bauer they would not
be able to attend the talks scheduled for
April 24 in Switzerland. “We are notina
position to attend the Geneva talks on
the currently decided dates under the
present environment,” Thamilselvan told
reporters. “It is the government that is
creating a war-like situation and pushing
us towards war.” “Until a stable and con-
ducive environment is created, we will
not be able to attend the talks,” he said.

He said the Colombo government
must implement what was promised dur-
ing the first round of'talks in Switzerland
in February, especially in regard to the
Tigers’ demands that Colombo disarm
rival Tamil groups and a breakaway Ti-
ger faction. “Until the government im-
plements what was agreed to in Geneva,
including the disarming of para-militaries,
the violence will not stop,” Thamilselvan
said. “Geneva talks are not possible un-
til a stable situation is created.”

Reports said that Norwegian
facilitators would travel again on Friday
(21) to the north and meet Tamil Tiger
leaders in a further attempt at persuad-
ing them to attend the talks. The deci-
sion was made after Norwegian Special
Envoy Hanssen-Bauer held a series of
meetings with top government repre-
sentatives, hours after the Tigers an-
nouncement was made that they would
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not turn up for the April 24-25 talks in
Geneva.

“The door is not shut. Discussions
are continuing through the facilitator,”
said Dr Palitha Kohona, Secretary Gen-
eral of the Government’s Peace Secretariat.
He declined to elaborate but other offi-
cials involved in the peace process said
Hanssen-Bauer is expected to present the
Tigers with a concrete proposal about
transport for its commanders in response
to suggestions made by the Tigers during
talks with the Norwegian envoy on Thurs-
day (20).

Dispute over transport

The government first refused to let
the LTTE commanders fly in Sri Lankan
military helicopters although this is a fa-
cility that had been made available to the
Tigers in the past. When the LTTE vowed
to sail in its own Sea Tigers’ vessels, Colo-
mbo warned of serious consequences.
The Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM) too ruled that as Sri Lanka had
sovereignty over the seas around the is-
land, the Tigers would be acting contrary
to the CFA if it acted unilaterally in an
attempt to deploy its own vessels for
the purpose and thereby precipitate a
dangerous crisis.

Eventually, the SLMM stepped in
and arranged a civilian vessel to sail from
the east to the north where an LTTE lead-
ers’ meeting had been called ahead of the
Geneva talks scheduled for this month,
But the Tigers called off the travel plans
at the eleventh hour, accusing the navy
of posing dangers to them. In the im-
passe, the talks got postponed from April
19-21 to April 24-25.

Norway, following intensive discus-
sions with the Government officially in-
timated to the LTTE that it would ar-
range helicopter rides, from the East to
the North, for its area leaders to partici-
pate in the LTTE Central Committee
meeting. but this arrangement too did not
satisfy the Tigers.

Earlier, the LTTE had rejected the
offer of a small helicopter as it had 32
(now 40) people to be transported. It
had also said that the small helicopter
was a security risk. LTTE Batticaloa
political head, Daya Mohan, said the
LTTE would not accept the government
offer of a civilian helicopter because a
civilian helicopter could be targeted by
Karuna cadres or government forces as
the chopper would fly at low altitude
unlike air force helicopters and claimed
the government offer of a civilian heli-
copter could even be a “trick.”

Later the government had offered
through the Scandinavian facilitators a

larger helicopter to the LTTE in order to
prevent the transport issue from becom-
ing a stumbling block on the road to the
peace talks in Geneva.

Even after the LTTE had officially
announced that its delegation would not
go for talks in Geneva, the Norwegian
facilitators made strenuous efforts to
persuade the LTTE to agree to the travel
arrangements they had made with the
Government for the transport of its cad-
res from the east to the north and there-
after agree on amended dates for the re-
sumption of talks between the Govern-
ment and the LTTE in Geneva.

The new SLMM Chief, Ulf
Henricsson flew to Kilinochchi with a
Government Peace Secretariat document
that confirmed approval and security
guarantees for either a sea-going vessel
or a private helicopter to transport 40
LTTE eastern leaders for a meeting in
Kilinochchi with their leadership.
Henricsson went to Kilinochchi on Fri-
day (21) where he delivered the docu-
ment containing details of the route of
the aircraft, the flight plan, the cost in-
volved and the agreement between the
Norwegians and the private airline serv-
ice. Henricsson stayed in Kiloinochchi
overnight in the hope of meeting S.P.
Thamilselvan and other leaders of the
LTTE the following day (Saturday 22),
but was told that Thamilselvan was una-
vailable to meet him that day. A disap-
pointed Henricsson returned empty
handed to Colombo where Norway’s
Special Envoy Jon Hanssen Bauer was
waiting expecting a positive outcome
having postponed his departure from
Colombo

It is learnt that Mr. Bauer had hoped
to receive LTTE’s acceptance of the trans-
port arrangements and security guaran-
tees and to confirm dates for the second
round of talks in Geneva during discus-
sions with Mr. Balasingham in London.
But that was not to be and Mr. Bauer
returned to Oslo having failed in his en-
deavours in his capacity as the new Nor-
wegian Special Envoy for the Sri Lanka
peace process.

The Sri Lankan government said that
it had done everything possible to make
the proposed Geneva truce talks with
the Tamil Tigers possible despite con-
tinued attacks against the security forces
in which, since the beginning of April, as
many as 70 soldiers and navy personnel
are reported to have killed mainly in
landmine attacks.

“We have gone that extra mile and
done everything possible despite barbaric
acts of terrorism by the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),” Keheliya

Rambukwella, minister of policy plan-
ning and the government’s defence
spokesman, told reporters on 20 April.
Rambukwella added that the government
was committed to the Norwegian backed
process and was ready to participate in
the talks on scheduled dates.

Rambukwella said, quoting official
figures, that there had been 48 deaths
between April 7 and April 17 due to con-
tinued attacks of claymore mines and
other attacks against security forces by
the LTTE rebels. )

“We have offered them air transport
when they rejected an earlier sea move-
ment as agreed with the SLMM,”
Rambukwella said, referring to a decision
by the rebels not to send their eastern
cadres to the north in a commercial ferry
accompanied by SLMM monitors and
Sri Lanka Navy escort ships.

SLMM’s fears

Meanwhile, the Sri Lanka Monitor-
ing Mission (SLMM) said it feared the
worst if the scheduled second round of
talks in Geneva did not take place fol-
lowing a spree of claymore mine attacks
on the government security forces alleg-
edly carried out by the LTTE. SLMM
spokesperson Helen Olafsdottir said the
level of violence had spun out of control
following these attacks and feared the
country was running out of time with
both the government and the LTTE los-
ing trust in each other.

Miss Olafsdottir stressing that the
inability of the government and the LTTE
to work together was seriously affecting
the country and its people said, “Already
people are dying in large numbers, so the
situation is unacceptable and there is no
way we can continue like this. The par-
ties need to work their way out of the
deadlock instead of speculating and pon-
dering over why and who carried out the
attacks,” she said.

Shadow boxing
Analysts say that the so-called dis-
pute over transport between the Gov-
ernment and the LTTE is nothing but an
exercise in shadow boxing on the part of
the LTTE. The LTTE leaders and cadres
have previously travelled in Sri Lanka
Air Force helicopters escorted by the
military between north and east and be-
tween Kilinochchi and Colombo. Their
cadres have also been previously trans-
ported between the north and east in ves-
sels escorted by the Sri Lankan Navy.
What is really haunting the LTTE
leadership is the increasing presence and
activity of the Karuna Group in the east
(continued on next page)
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South Asian
intervention in
Lanka recommended

New Dethi, April 22 - A

NEWS REVIEW

full-blown resurgence
of this vicious war
looms...

“A major part of
the problem is that

Singapore-based scholar
has suggested an internationally backed South Asian interven-
tion in Sri Lanka to end its unending ethnic conflict.

“It is time the rest of the world took Sri Lanka seriously,”
Michael Vatikiotis of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies
in Singapore said in an opinion piece in the International Herald
Tribune. He said the “threat of force” was needed to bring the
Sri Lankan government and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) to the negotiating table “and keep them there”.

Vatikiotis said India was well positioned to exert pressure
on both sides but it preferred to lend quiet support to the
Norway-backed peace process that is now under serious strain.
He said South Asia’s major donors and strategic allies, “using
their enhanced access to the region, should persuade South
Asian nations to cooperate more closely to bring an end to the
war in Sri Lanka.”

He added that admission of the US, China and Japan as
observers to the South Asian Association of Regional Coopera-
tion (SAARC) “will make it harder for India to ignore instabil-
ity on its fringes.”

The scholar added that the growing categorization of the
LTTE as a terrorist group had not helped. “The progressive
isolation of the Tigers, now banned as terrorists in Canada and
Europe as well as in the US, doesn’t help. Instead of pushing
them into terrorist oblivion, where they could prove even more
dangerous, governments should be finding ways to engage with
them through the widely dispersed and hugely sympathetic
Tamil diaspora.

“More forceful engagement with both sides could push
them to respect the ceasefire agreed to in 2002 and lead to
discussions about an acceptable federal solution.”

Vatikiotis credited Norway, the peace facilitator, with “val-
iantly leading attempts” to revive the stalled peace process but
warned that “there is precious little help coming from else-
where. (Indo-Asian News Service)

“It seems perverse that a world gripped by the scourge of
terrorism neglects the bloody conflict in Sri Lanka...Each side
accuses the other of not being serious about the talks, and a

both sides in this con-
flict have proved reluctant to negotiate. The Tigers are strong.
They control territory and have a respectable military capac-
ity. They aren’t going away. The government in Colombo wants
to play it both ways - secking to isolate the Tigers and engage
them in a peace process.”

SL seeks world support

April 23 - Even as incidents of violence between the LTTE and
the security forces escalated on a daily basis throughout the
Northeast amidst eruption of inter-ethnic clashes resulting dis-
placement of thousands of civilians, particularly in the eastern
Trincomalee district, the Sri Lankan government on Sunday
(23) appealed to the international community to thwart the
LTTE’s bid to foment inter-ethnic violence on the scale of the
infamous riots in 1983.

The government is also said that it was holding discussions
with the European Union (EU) to secure a ban on the LTTE, in
case it continues to indulge in unprovoked violence and dodge
peace talks. The EU has already slapped a “travel ban” on the
leaders of the LTTE. But the government is now pressing the
EU to consider listing the LTTE as a terrorist organisation.

Addressing the media here, government spokesmen Keheliya
Rambukwella said that through its violent activities in
Trincomalee, some directed at civilians, the LTTE was trying
to foment communal violence of the 1983 kind to make politi-
cal capital out of it. “They want to make gains out of blood-
stains,” he charged.

The government, for its part, was fully committed to peace
and the resolution of the ethnic conflict through talks, he said,
It was doing everything possible, giving concession after con-
cession, to make the LTTE come for the second round of talks
in Geneva, Rambukwella said.

But it was also the bounden duty of the international com-
munity to help Sri Lanka in this regard, by mounting pressure
on the LTTE to eschew the path of violence, he stressed. “The
international community, comprising the co-chairs of the To-
kyo donors conference, the EU, the Nor-

wegian peace facilitators, the

(continued from page 8)

of the country and all attempts by the
LTTE to eliminate this group have not
succeded. On the contrary the Karuna
Group has converted itself into a politi-
cal party and even opened a political of-
fice in eastern Batticaloa. To regain its
hegemony in the east, according to ana-
lvsts, what the Tigers really want is for
the government to disarm or rein in the
Karuna group, or help the LTTE to trans-
port sufficient number of men and mate-
nial to once and for all eliminate Karuna
and his group.

After the February Talks in Geneva,
the Tigers had hoped that the Govern-
ment would deliver on the promise to
~disarm all armed groups” operating from

government controlled areas. But that
hope has not materialised.

In response to the failure on the part
of the Government to disarm the Karuna
group, since the beginning of April, the
LTTE has resumed claymore land mine
attacks on the military leading to the kill-
ing and wounding of scores of security
service personnel.

As aresult, both parties are accusing
each other of breach of what was agreed
during the February talks in Geneva,

Now that the proposed talks are off,
what appears to be on offer is the con-
tinuation of the “undeclared war” that
commenced in December last year with
more claymore mine attacks, targeted kill-
ings and assassinations and more civil-
ians being caught in the crossfire. QO

Scandinavian truce monitors, and others
interested in peace in Sri Lanka, should
take note of this and mount pressure on
the LTTE to call off the violence and
come for talks with government,”
Rambukwela said. :

The Director General of the govern-
ment Peace Secretariat, Dr Palitha
Kohona, said that the government was
engaged in discussions with the Euro-
pean Union on the possibility of getting
the LTTE listed as a terrorist organisa-
tion if it did not stop its violent activi-
ties and come for talks.

The government is extremely wor--
ried about the bid to foment a 1983 type
of communal rioting, because 1983 had
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won great sympathy for the Tamils and Tamil militancy in the
international community. The riots brought a bad name to the
Sri Lankan government, from which it could not extricate itself
for decades. The Rajapaksa government is therefore bending
over backwards to prevent such a situation from arising again.

Spokesman Rambukwella pointed out that the violence in
Trincomalee, precipitated by a terrorist bomb blast in a mar-
ket, was brought under control within three hours because the
President had rushed senior ministers to the spot. But still the
LTTE seemed bent on provoking the civilians and the armed
forces as part of its “sinister plan”, he said.

Bishops say, ‘Stop the
Violenpce any(’i Killglgs’

April 12 - A statement issued by the Catholic Bishops’
Conference on 12 April stated: “The Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference of Sri Lanka is deeply perturbed by the recent escala-
tion of violence causing the loss of so many human lives.

The latest incident was on April 10, where five soldiers and
two social workers attached to the Jaffna based Human Devel-
opment Centre and working for Caritas, a Catholic Relief Or-
ganization, have been killed in a blast on the A9 highway, near
Mirusuvil, The responsibility for this blast has been claimed
by a group calling itself the Resurging Tamil People’s Front.

Just at this moment, when this statement is drafted, 10
sailors have been killed and nine injured, two of them foreigners
in a mine blast on the Trincomalee - Habarana road, bringing
* about a further deterioration of the security situation.

The SLMM has already pointed out on an earlier occasion
that the LTTE cannot disown responsibility for such incidents.
It is unfortunate that even innocent civilians engaged in relief,
reconstruction and rehabilitation work had to pay with their
lives in these brutal killings.

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference unequivocally condemns
these senseless killings of innocent persons and those engaged
in carrying out their duties.

Human life is too precious to be extinguished in this man-
ner. We are alarmed that even sacred places and holy days are
disregarded in these meaningless killings. At this hallowed time
when the whole nation is preparing to commemorate the Sinhala
and Tamil New Year the pathos of this tragedy is even greater.

This year Easter which represents a new beginning for
Christians coincides with the National Festival. All the expec-
tations of our people for a fresh beginning will be shattered if
the violence is not halted immediately.

Therefore we cry out with all people of goodwill in this

Country to those perpetrating these crimes against fellow hu-
man beings - STOP THE VIOLENCE AND KILLING!!!”

Tamil Tigers outlawed
and added to Canada’s terror list

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) have been
added to Canada’s list of outlawed terrorist organizations, The
Honourable Stockwell Day, Minister of Public Safety, announced
on April 10 that Canada’s new government has listed the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) as a terrorist group,
effective April 8, 2006, pursuant to the Criminal Code.

“The decision to list the LTTE is long overdue and some-
thing the previous government did not take seriously enough to
act upon,” said Minister Day. “Our government is clearly de-

termined to take decisive steps to ensure the safety of Canadi-
ans against terrorism.”

In listing the LTTE, the Government of Canada conducted
an extensive analysis of security information and intelligence
to ensure the stringent legal test outlined in the Criminal Code
was met. Canada is also meeting its international commitments
to prevent terrorists from using the banking system to further
their terrorist activities, !

The Honourable Peter MacKay, Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, supporting this decision, reiterated the Government of
Canada’s resolve to help achieve a negotiated settlement to the
situation in Sri Lanka. “The LTTE's repeated use of violence
since signing a ceasefire agreement is unacceptable and seri-
ously calls into question its commitment to the peace proc-
ess,” said Minister MacKay. “The Sri Lankan government must
also fulfill its pledge to bring a negotiated resolution to the
conflict. Canada will continue to work with international sup-
porters of the peace process to help the parties reach a resolu-
tion.”

The LTTE has been in armed conflict with the Sri Lankan
Government since 1983, This organization is known for its
commitment to using indiscriminate terror tactics and suicide
bombings. Since the commencement of conflict more than 20
years ago, over 64 000 deaths have occurred,

The objective of the Criminal Code list is to help combat
terrorist activities, including impeding terrorist financing, It is
illegal for any person to provide support, facilitate or partici-
pate in the activities of a terrorist group. This includes provid-
ing any financial support.

“This listing is meant to support the Tamil community in
Canada who are law-abiding and hard working people who
have left their country of origin to build a better life for them-
selves and their families in Canada - where the rule of law and
human rights are respected,” said Minister Day.

The Tamil Tigers are the 39th terrorist group to be out-
lawed under the Anti-Terrorism Act, and the first added to the
list by the new Conservative government. The move was spear-
headed by Stockwell Day, the Minister of Public Safety, who
in opposition repeatedly condemned the Liberals for not out-
lawing the Tigers. During the federal election campaign, the
Conservatives promised to add the Tigers to Canada’s official
list of terrorist groups, and they have fulfilled their pledge.

“It sends a signal to the (Tamil) community and right across
the country that the government will not tolerate terrorism or
terrorist activities,” Day said. Day said authorities will be keep-
ing a close eye on affiliated organizations that could run afoul
of the terrorist designation should they continue allying them-
selves with the Tigers

The decision means it will now be a criminal offence to
participate in the activities of the Tamil Tigers, formally known
as the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, or LTTE. For example,
anyone convicted of financially supporting the Tigers could be
imprisoned for up to 10 years,

But while the Tigers were placed on the list, the govern-
ment stopped short of listing any of the group’s Canadian
front organizations, )

The Cabinet order will likely have implications both at
home and abroad. It will criminalize the Tiger “war taxes” that
have long been paid - both voluntarily and involuntarily - by
some Tamil-Canadians. and the listing could deal a blow to the
Tigers, who are heavily dependent on Canadian and other for-
eign donors.
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On three separate occasions, CSIS asked the Cabinet to list
the Tigers, most recently a year ago, but the Liberals would not
do so, saying they did not want to interfere with Sri Lanka’s
peace process.

The decision is part of a hardening of Canada’s
counterterrorism policies that has been underway since the
Conservatives took office. Last week, the government also sev-
ered ties with the Palestinian Authority over the refusal of
Hamas to moderate its platform.

The decision brings federal counterterrorism policy in line
with the Federal Court of Canada, which has already ruled that
the Tamil Tigers qualify as a terrorist group. The Anti-Terror-
ism Act allows Cabinet to designate not only terrorist groups
but also the front organizations that support them, but none
are named in the latest listing. CSIS has claimed that eight front
organizations support the LTTE in Canada, as well as several
front companies that are used to harness financial and political
support for the civil war effort in Sri Lanka.

The decision means that Canada has assessed the LTTE
and determined that it is a terrorist group pursuant to the Crimi-
nal Code. Listing under the Criminal Code is a clear statement
that anyone supporting the LTTE is not welcome in Canada
and if they do support the terrorist activities of the LTTE,
they can be subject to criminal prosecution.

WTM offices raided: Further to the listing of the LTTE as
a terrorist organization by the Canadian government, the Cana-
dian Police raided the office of World Tamil Movement in
Montreal as part of an investigation into terrorist financing. A
counter-terrorism team made up of forty Police officers swooped

down on April 12 in the first raid on the WTM at 4160 Van
Horne Ave. in the Cote des Neiges district. Reportedly, the
local Police from Montreal too joined in the raid. Jointly they
seized computers, files and other documents. LTTE flags and
other political material were also seized by the Police. How-
ever, no one was arrested,

The search warrant said police are investigating four al-
leged criminal offences, all related to financing and facilitating
terrorist activity that occurred between February 2003 and
April 2006. National security investigators told the judge who
authorized the warrant they had reasonable grounds for believ-
ing the world Tamil organization was involved in criminal ac-
tivities on behalf of the Tamil Tigers. Among the documents
police were looking for: Bank records., Pre-authorized pay-
ment information, Donor lists, Phone bills, Correspondence
between Tigers in Sri Lanka and world Tamil movement mem-
bers in Montreal, Flags, Calendars, Clothing with the Tamil
Tiger logo, Both used and unused lottery tickets sold to people
who attended events in Montreal in support of the Tigers etc.

The Canadian Police officers carried out another raid, this
time on the Scarborough and Toronto offices of the World Tamil
Movement on 22 April, sealing off the building with yellow
police tape and carting off boxes of documents.

Following the news of the raids, tt is reported that LTTE
literature, magazines, CDs which were displayed all these years
$0 prominently on the shelves of the Tamil shops in Toronto
have suddenly disappeared. Even the photographs of the LTTE
leader Prabhakaran which used to be displayed prominently in
the Tamil shops have suddenly disappear.
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‘Move out of your homes
located around army camps’

April 23 — The “Upsurging People Force of Batticaloa-Amparai
Division”, in a an appeal said that they intend to accelerate
their attack on the Sinhala ‘mercenary’ forces on a regular and
systematical basis, therefore those residing near or around the
Sinhala army camps and bases to vacate from their homes im-
mediately.

The statement under the caption “Would fulfill the Vow”
released to the LTTE controlled Tamil language websites and
other electronic media states as follows :

“Qur dear relatives and friends!

What ever little hope we earlier entertained about the peace
process is no more in our hearts and mind, as there is a remark-
able surge in the discriminatory activities of the communal
Sinhala chauvinist Government against the Tamil nation.

“We are unable to tolerate any further discriminations and
atrocities unleashed by the Sinhla chauvinist Sri Lanka Gov-
ernment and its Army against us in the guise of ‘ceasefire and
peace’.

“The Sinhala Government is functioning with the evil in-
tention to decimate the Tamil nation. They are deceiving the
innocent Tamil youths in the para-military groups, as those
Tamil youths have failed to comprehend the discriminatory
ploy and the deception of the Government.

“This is also our notice and a warning for those misguided
youths in the para military groups. We are appealing to youths
in the paramilitary groups: Do not convert yourself as ‘traitors
of the Tamil nation’ and don’t bloody your body and harm
yourself permanently.

“To those residents located near the Sinhala army camps or
bases: We humbly request you not to reside in close proximity
of the Sinhala army camps and bases, as we have decided to
accelerate our attack on a systematic and regular basis on those
facilities.

“We firmly believe that this appeal made to our people,
taking into consideration the benefit of our nation would greatly
strengthen our resolve to fight a war for our ultimate liberation
and freedom.’

“To the Liberation Tigers: We regret very much that we
could not exercise restraints and patience as you people adhere
to. - Upsurging People Force, Batticaloa-Amparai Division.

Tigers deny stagin
T Oabdugtiong &

April 9 - The LTTE has denied reports by the University
Teachers for Human Rights (UTHR)-Jaffna that TRO abduc-
tions were staged by the LTTE. ]

LTTE Political Head in the east S. Elilan reportedly told
The Sunday Leader that these accusations by the UTHR- Jaffna
were baseless.

“Why should the LTTE abduct the TRO members? We
will not gain anything by staging an abduction of this nature,”
he said. He also said that the LTTE did not respect the UTHR
as they made statements and comments without knowing the
gravity of the problems.

“We don’t respect them as humans. They don’t respect the
feelings of other people and make comments as they wish, and
we can’t waste our time on these petty statements,” he said.

The TRO also condemned the statements by the UTHR
and said that the comments were ridiculous and were not prop-
erly sourced. TRO Spokesperson Arjunan Ethirveerasingam
reportedly said that the TRO was contemplating legal action

against the statemnents made by the UTHR. “This is one of the
worst comments I’ve heard and it is most ridiculous,” he said.
He also questioned the background of the UTHR and their
credibility to make such statements.

“This particular group is notorious for making such ridicu-
lous statements and they are unreliable,” he added. Speaking on
the latest developments on the abductions he said that the
families had attended the press conference last week and shared
the difficulties they have been facing. -

Meanwhile, the TRO expressed its dissatisfaction with the
efforts of most of the local authorities on this issue. *“We still
have not received any feedback from the police and the Human
Rights Commission has also reported this in their report,” he
said.

The University Teachers for Human Rights (Jaffna) had
alleged that the LTTE faked the alleged abduction of seven
Tamil Rehabilitation Organization (TRO) personnel at
Welikande on the Batticaloa - Polonnaruwa border in two sepa-
rate incidents on Jan 29th and 30th of this year. The UTHR (J)
in the special report No 20 released on April 2nd titled “Terror-
ism, Counterterrorism and Challenges to Human Rights Advo-
cacy” had cited sources close to family members of one ab-
ducted person saying that the LTTE has told them not to worry
as the missing persons were safe with the LTTE.

The UTHR report refers to the TRO abduction incident in
the following manner -  An example of the resulting anarchy is
the alleged abduction of 10 TROworkers in the Batticaloa Dis-
trict about the end of January (first two and then reportedly
another released). The facts around these abductions remained
murky and appeared on the surface a complex plot involving
several actors, with the connivance of the state security appa-
ratus at local level.”

“But now UTHR(J) can confirm that the TRO abduction
drama was staged by the LTTE immediately before the Geneva
meeting to force the paramilitary issue to the forefront of the
talks. According to a reliable source close to a family member of
an abducted TRO employee, the family was assured that he is
safe and not to worry, as all the abductees are safe with the
LTTE. But the family was wamned not to leak this information. ”

“Further, we understand that the release of 3 abductees
along with rumours that some of the abductors spoke Hindi
was also calculated to point the finger of blame at the Karuna
faction (which is aligned to the ENDLF). This was meant to
detract from the Government’s insistence that the abductions
were the work of the LTTE. The released abductees were forced
to relate a story implicating the security forces and the Karuna group.”

“This also explains LTTE fronts quickly becoming silent in
demanding the release of the TRO abductees. We withhold
further information on the ordeal of family members and other
information which led us to our finding for the sake of the
safety of the families. But in the interests of peace and ac-
countably, this information needs to be brought into the open.”

Amnesty International
fears for Jaffna VC’s safety

April 12 - The London based international human rights or-
ganization, Amnesty International (AI) believes that the newly
appointed Vice Chancellor, Professor Ratnajeevan Hoole’s life
is in ‘grave danger’.

In a statement released on 12 April, Al states, “A group
believed to be a front organisation for the armed opposition
group Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) has threatened
to kill an academic who has links to an anti-LTTE group. Am-
nesty International believes his life is in grave danger.
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“People claiming to represent a group called the People’s
Uprising Force (Makkal Eluchip Padai) telephoned Professor
Ratnajeevan Hoole’s home, in the town of Peradeniya, several
times on 11 March, warning that if he stepped onto the cam-
pus of Jaffha University, where he had just been appointed
Vice Chancellor (VC), he would return home “headless in a
box”. The following day the leader of the Jaffna University
Students’ Union (Yaal Palkalaikalaha Maanavar Ondriyam) has
threatened to assault him if he steps onto the campus.

“In February a group from the Students’ Union sent a let-
ter to the President of the University Council, which was also
published in Tamil newspapers the same day, demanding that
“only someone loyal to the Tamil people should be appointed
to the post of VC” and that “one against the Tamil race ought
not to be appointed”. Soon after Professor Hoole’s appoint-
ment posters appeared on the university campus, alleging that
he was anti-Hindu (he is a Christian), which would imply that
he is also anti-Tamil. :

“On 12 March a website said to be operated by the LTTE,
nitharsanam.com, posted a photo of Professor Hoole captioned
“Who is this fool” together with an article entitied “Army Spy
Appointed VC”. The article referred to Professor Hoole’s al-
leged involvement in the 1990 publication of a book called The
Broken Palmyra which was highly critical of the LTTE’s sup-
pression of alternative voices within the Tamil community.
The article alleged that a shipment of the book, printed in the
USA, had been found to contain weapons intended for a group
critical of the LTTE, which the publishers categorically deny.

“On 18 March the website published a second article enti-
tled “Who is this fool Part 2”, which among other things ac-
cused Professor Hoole of being connected to the University
Teachers for Human Rights (Jaffna) (UTHR-J), one of few
civil society groups documenting abuses by the LTTE. Profes-
sor Hoole’s brother, Rajan Hoole, is a leading UTHR-J activist,
but the professor himself has never been involved in writing
the organisation’s reports.

“On 22 March Professor Hoole’s daughter Anbini received
an anonymous call with a threat to “kill her younger brother
and chop him into pieces” if their father were to take up the
Vice Chancellor post at the university. The family received
further threatening calls from the People’s Uprising Force.

“In a letter dated 21 March 2006 Professor Hoole raised
his concerns about threats against him and his family with the
Norwegian Embassy in Colombo and the Sri Lanka Monitoring
Mission (SLMM), a body comprising five Nordic countries
established to monitor the ceasefire.

“Professor Hoole has since received messages through MPs
ofthe LTTE-affiliated Tamil National Alliance, and others claim-
ing to be from the LTTE, that he must resign from the post of
Vice Chancellor.”

Meanwhile, the Social Services and Social Welfare Minister
and EPDP leader, Douglas Devananda, has appealed to the co-
chairs of the Sri Lanka peace process and the Diplomatic Com-
munity about the seriousness of the death threat issued by the
LTTE and its front organisations to Professor S.R.H. Hoole,
Vice Chancellor of the University of Jaffna and other council
members who voted in favour of him taking up the position.

Mr Devananda has expressed his feelings on the serious-
zess of the threats issued and has called on the International
Community to take measures ensuring the removal of terror as
a weapon. He-explained that “this widespread employment of
zzrror by the LTTE to ensure that Professor Hoole cannot
work, is a clear violation of the Cease-Fire Agreement (CFA).
Strong measures are, therefore, required from the International
Community to ensure the removal of terror as a weapon by the

LTTE and its front organizations, to undermine the lawful ap-
pointment to the post of Vice Chancellor and to save the voices
of democracy in the North and the East”

Professor Hoole was appointed Vice Chancellor on March
12, 2006. He was one of three candidates put forward for the
role and chosen because of his esteemed academic career. He is
a respected academic with wide international experience but
most importantly, he is the only academic in service in Sri
Lanka with a higher doctorate from London in addition to his
doctorate from Carnegie Mellon University.

It is reported that a poster has been put up in the vicinity
of the Jaffna University giving a chilling warning to the Jaffna
University Senate members. with photographs of faces of the
University Council members who attended the meeting in which
Professor Hoole was elected and asking the question: ‘Who are
the 15 traitors who voted for Hoole?’ The poster identifies five
of the members as having voted for Professor Hoole, and de-
picts them with skull and crossbones instead of their faces. It
warns that they will uncover the others who voted for him and
punish them.

Norway condemns
latest violence

April 11 - The Norwegian Foreign Ministry, in a press state-
ment issued on Tuesday (11) condemned the latest acts of
violence in Sri Lanka. Noting the heavy loss of life in Tues-
day’s Claymore attack in Trincomalee, the statement said that
the assassination of the prominent Tamil civil society repre-
sentative in Trincomalee, Mr V. Vigneswaran, and other serious
incidents were adding to the vortex of violence that could even-
tually create a situation similar to that in December 2005 and
January this year. Full text of the press release issued by the
Norwegian Foreign Ministry follows:

“Norway condemns the latest acts of violence in Sri Lanka
- The Government of Norway condemns, in the strongest pos-
sible terms, the latest acts of violence in Sri Lanka. The media
report heavy loss of life in a new Claymore mine attack today.
This is the third such attack in the last three days in which
people have been killed or seriously injured. These attacks
must be seen against the backdrop of other serious acts of
violence during the last few days. The assassination of a promi-
nent Tamil civil society representative in Trincomalee, Mr V.
Vigneswaran, and other serious incidents are adding to the vor-
tex of violence that could eventually create a situation similar
to that in December 2005 and January this year. I strongly urge
the two parties to meet in Geneva on 19-21 April as planned”,
says Norwegian Minister for International Development Erik
Solheim. “This meeting will provide an opportunity for find-
ing ways to implement the Ceasefire agreement and the prom-
ises the parties gave in their previous meeting”.

CBK, Cabinet, called to Court
over land and other perks

Mar 26 - The Supreme Court has issued notices on former
President Chandrika Kumaratunga and her former Cabinet of
Ministers to appear in Court on July 17 after granting leave to
proceed with the fundamental rights violation petition filed by
three lawyers, against the Cabinet decision to grant President
Kumaratunga land and other perks in violation of the Presi-
dents’ Entitlement Act.

The Court also issued a stay order against the decision of
the Cabinet of Ministers to grant Chandrika Kumaratunga one
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and a half acres of land at Madiwela along with additional facili-
ties.

The Bench comprised Chief Justice Sarath N. Silva, Jus-
tices Raja Fernando and N.G. Amaratunga. Respondents were
not present and were not represented by lawyers. Court issued
notices on the respondents returnable on July 17.

Hiroshana Senarath, D.M. Dissanayake and Ajith Liyanage,
in their petition, cited former President Chandrika Kumaratunga
and the present and previous members of the Cabinet of Min-
isters as respondents. Peter Jayasekera with K. Thiranagama,
P. Liyanarachchi and Kosala Senadeera appeared for the peti-
tioners. The petitioners are seeking the Court to hold that the
decision of the respondents at Cabinet meetings, to grant to
Chandrika Kumaratunga a land at Madiwela, in free hold, a
civilian staff of 63 personnel, the purchase of 36 vehicles and
the assignment of 198 security personnel, in excess of the num-
bers permitted by the Presidents’ Entitlement Act, are illegal
and void and to quash the decision.

The petitioners want the Court to hold that granting these
facilities is illegal and in excess of the Presidents’ Entitlement
Act, while she holds the post of President of the SLFP is
arbitrary, unreasonable and ‘mala fide’ and has infringed their
fundamental rights and those of the citizens of the country.

Muslims demand separate
delegation in talks

Mar 27 - In a statement released at a press briefing held Sunday
(26) evening at Sainthamaruthu Jumma Mosques conference
hall, the Eastern Province Mosques Federation (EPMF) de-

manded that a separate Muslim delegation should be included
in any future peace talks between the Government of Sri Lanka
(GOSL) and Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)..The statement also
said Muslim community should have the complete freedom to
decide on the the composition of such delegation.

EPMEF has decided to obtain approval from the GOSL and
LTTE to allow a separate Muslim delegation in the future peace
talks to avoid contradictions and suspicions in future peace
talks, the press release said.

The EPMF also decided to take steps to create a power-
sharing unit for Muslims in the East to ensure Muslims rights”
are prétected when two majority communities -Sinhalese and
Tamils- jointly decide on power sharing arrangements between
them, the statement said.

The Muslim community has been weakened because of
differences prevailing among Muslim leadership. This is an
outcome of a planned sabotage being carried out by national
and international forces against the welfare of Muslim commu-
nity. All Muslim leaders and activists should come forward to
strengthen the unity of Muslim community and the EPMF will
support this effort, said the press release.

“We condemn the statement made in the first round of
Geneva peace talks and later by a election monitoring group
that a Jihad Group has been working among the Muslims in Sri
Lanka. No such group exists among Muslim community in the
country .The accusation has been made against the Muslim
community in a planned way to tarnish the image of Muslims
in the international forum. Today’s situation for Muslims would
not have arisen if such group existed among the Muslim com-
munity,” said the statement of the EPMF.
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SLMM Head condemns
landmine attacks

April 11 - Head of the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM), Major General Ulf Henricsson, in a statement con-
demning the recent land mine attacks said, “The SLMM
strongly condemns the claymore mine attacks on the Sri Lankan
army in Jaftha on 8 and 10 April 2006 and on the Sri Lankan
navy in Trincomalee district today. Over 20 people have been
killed in violent attacks over the past five days and many civil-
ians have also been caught in the above mentioned attacks re-
sulting in both death and serious injuries, -

The Head of the Sri Lankan Monitoring Mission, Major
General Ulf Henricsson, visited Jaffna today and had fruitful
meetings with the Head of the Security Forces in Jaffna and the
Commander of the Northern Naval Command. He also visited
the site of the claymore mine attack that took place yesterday
in Jaffna. Head of Mission also hopes to meet with the LTTE
leadership in Kilinochchi tomorrow to get their reaction.

SLMM is making inquiries into all three attacks but will
refrain from making any further comments regarding the perpe-
trators and possible motives until further inquiries have been
done,

At this stage it is safe to say that these attacks are seri-
ously jeopardizing not only the Geneva talks scheduled later
this month but is having a detrimental effect on the ceasefire.
Head of Mission would like to commend the Government of
Sri Lanka for not taking any retaliatory actions and thereby
adhering to the CFA. We would like to urge both Parties to do
everything in their power to maintain the ceasefire and not to
engage in violence or provocative acts that can lead to any
further escalations so that the situation does not slip back to
the one we had in the months of December and January where
countless number of soldiers and civilians lost their lives.”

“Paramilitary” issue
at Geneva Talks

Mar 29 - The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) would
participate at the second session of peace negotiations in Ge-
neva during 19-21 April provided that the Government of Sri
Lanka and the Norwegian facilitators guarantee the safety and
safe passage of the Tamil Tiger negotiating team through Co-
lombo Katunayake international airport. Mr. Anton
Balasingham, chief negotiator of the LTTE, said he made this
specific request for the security of the negotiating team when
he met the Norwegian Development Minister, Mr. Erik Solheim
on Wednesday (22) at his residence in London.

Mr Solheim assured that he will convey the security con-
cerns of the LTTE leadership when he meets President
Rajapakse in Colombo next week, on 6 April, Mr. Balasingam
further said. The Norwegian Minister in charge of peace talks
met Mr Balasingham and his wife Adele and discussed the
ground situation for two hours. Mr Solheim was assisted by
two senior Norwegian government officials.

During the discussion Mr Balasingham explained in detail
the violent activities of the Tamil paramilitaries and their killing
spree in Vavuniya and in the Batticoloa district. Expressing
deep disillusionment over the government’s reluctance to dis-
arm Tamil paramilitaries, the LTTE’s chief negotiator has im-

pressed upon the Norwegians that the peace process could not
move forward until paramilitaries are disarmed and their vio-
lent activities are brought to an end. “The agenda for the second
round of talks will be definitely about disarming the Tamil
paramilitaries if the government fails to take action to contain
them as pledged during the first session of Geneva talks,” Mr
Balasingham told the Norwegian facilitators.

Call to leave Jaffna

April 21 - Warning of an imminent war, an organization calling
itself as the Jaffna District Civil Societies Union (JDCSU) has
issued a warning to the people of Jaffna to leave the peninsula
immediately and settle down in Vanni for their safety and secu-
rity. Reportedly this warning has been carried in almost all the
LTTE's Tamil websites and other media outlets.

JDCSU states that Government would renege on the Cease-
fire Agreement any moment. It also states that the Government
is placing stumbling blocs at every tum to prevent the Libera-
tion Tigers from participating in the talks. The Sri Lankan
Army and the paramilitaries are pursuing a programme of kill-
ing and exterminating the Tamils.

The full text of the statement under the caption “Is Jaffha
Peninsula a killing field for the Army?” released by the General
Secretary of the JDCSU  is as follows:

“Dear relatives and friends!

You have been longing for a conducive situation to emerge.
If you believe in such an illusion you are going to be entrapped
in the killing field and die. Think over it. The time is ripe now
for you to make an urgent decision. Is it not necessary for you
to avoid the atrocities our enemy is inflicting on us in our soil?
Military offensive and campaigns are focused on targeting
youths,  °

The 20 meter wide border crossing entry point may be
closed at any time and will it be possible to cross it once war
begins? Have you all forgotten the bloodiest killings of the five
youths at Anthiranveli in Puttur. Why did the Army kill them?
Did they throw grenades? Placed claymore bombs? Did they
carry guns? Why were they killed?

Are they not violently committed to decimate in total the
Tamil community? Innocent youths were tortured and killed?
At least now what is your decision? Are you unable to compre-
hend the plot hatched by the enemy?

Filled with threats and fears the Peninsula today has been
converted into a killing field fenced by the military. Moveover
to Vanni which has been freed and where there is security and
protection. ‘ ,

At any given time the Ceasefire Agreement would be re-
neged. That would not guarantee a peaceful and contended life.
Government is placing stumbling blocks at every turn to pre-
vent the Liberation Tigers from participating in the talks.

To stoke the fires of war, the Sinhala Army and the
paramilitaries are on a mission to kill and exterminate the Tamils
Therefore come over, a Leader is there to guide. To lead you,
there are commanders and many cadres to fight with modern
and sophisticated military hardware.

This is a historic call - We will redeem Jaffna within a year
and then live in a free land with freedom, This is the last oppor-
tunity. If you miss it, then you will be the one who has com-
mitted a serious mistake. Therefore clearly think over it and act
wisely.” Q
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FACT FINDING REPORT

Outbreak of violence in Trinco

The 15-minutes speed, with which
the violence in Trincomalee town was
triggered on 12th April, after a bomb ex-
plosion that killed five persons, indicate
that there was an “element of pre-plan-
ning,” said a report issued by Colombo
based civil society representatives Fri-
day, 21 April. The report said over 20
civilians were killed, over 30 shops and
100 homes destroyed and more than
3000 persons are displaced seeking ref-
uge in schools and places of worship in
Trincomalee.

A team of representatives from Co-
lombo based organisations INFORM,
Law And Society Trust, Centre for
Policy Alternatives, and Free Media
Movement undertook a fact finding trip
to Trincomalee on 16th and 17th of April.

The pre-planned violence by armed
Sinhala persons who began a rampage
through the business area of the town,
setting Tamil shops on fire, and looting
goods, was “extremely disturbing,” the
report signed by various civil society
organisation representatives in Colombo,
said adding that observers of the violence
in Trincomalee had characterised the situ-
ation as being “reminiscent of the anti-
Tamil riots of July 1983.”

The report mentions that there were
“several very credible eye witness ac-
counts to the manner in which the secu-
rity forces stood by and allowed the burn-
ing and killing to take place.”

“The government should devise some
means of accepting accountability for the
inability of the security forces to pre-
vent the violence; a collective apology
from the state and from southern politi-
cal parties to the people of Trincomalee
would go a long way towards re-building
bridges of communication and trust,” the
report said.

The report also criticised the LTTE
for engaging in acts of armed attacks
against the security forces resulting in
further heightening tension and fear
within the communities and the Trinco-
malee area.

Full text of the report is as follows:
A fact-finding team of civil society

representatives travelled to Trincomalee

on 16th and 17th of April 2006 in the

wake of reports of civil unrest in the Dis-
trict.

The findings of this mission have left
us gravely concerned by the events that
have unfolded in Trincomalee over the
past week; events which have left over
20 civilians dead, over 30 shops and 100
homes destroyed by fire and over 3000
persons displaced and seeking refuge in
schools and places of worship.

On 12th April, a bomb exploded in
the vegetable market in Trincomalee
town, leaving five persons, including one
child, dead. Within 15 minutes of the ex-
plosion, a gang of armed Sinhala persons
began a rampage through the business
area of the town, setting Tamil shops on
fire, and looting goods. According to by-
standers, though the gang never consisted
of more than 100 at any given time, there
was no reasonable attempt made by the
security forces to prevent the violence.

Several people have been reported
killed in and around the market on the
12th during the course of the rioting.
Some bodies were thrown into the flames
of the burning shops. 19 deaths, includ-
ing of 7 women, have been reported so
far; however the figure is rising daily. The
burning of bodies has resulted in delays
in identification, and has destroyed traces
of mutilation and sexual assault prior to
the death.

Over 30 shops were burned in all,
the majority belonging to Tamils and 2 to
Muslims. It appeared that several large
shops were specifically targeted —among
them were Hari Electricals, the Dollar
Agency, the Dialog Company and the
Sunlight (Lever Brothers) Agency. The
mob also attacked the Hatton National
Bank.

Other incidents of violence, includ-
ing arson and murder took place outside
the town. The body of a young Sinhala
man, identified as Nissanka, was found
in Mahindapura on the 14th April. He
had been missing since the 13th. Subse-
quently the Sinhala villagers of
Mahindapura went on a rampage in the

neighbouring Tamil village Nadesapura
and set fire to over 40 homes. The office
of the Trincomalee District Youth De-
velopment Organization (AHAM) was
attacked and several vehicles belonging
to the organization were set on fire; the
Hindu temple in the village was also at-
tacked. Similar incidents have taken place
in Thuwarangkadu, resulting in the dis-
placement of almost 1000 persons, and
in Andankulam, where several houses
were burnt down. The houses in
Andankulam were new, built under a
post-tsunami reconstruction scheme.

The violence, as well as the fear and
insecurity experienced by the civilians,
has led to a fairly substantial displace-
ment. As of the 20th April, the District
Secretariat, Trincomalee, had this figure
at 2673 persons (723 families). This does
not take into account the large numbers
who are residing with family and friends,
and those who are simply leaving their
homes at night-time for more secure lo-
cations. The response to the displace-
ment, even from NGOs, has been slow,
hampered by the prevailing tensions and
lack of personnel. In some areas govern-
ment assistance was received only on the
18th April, despite the fact that people
were displaced on the 14th April.

The speed with which the violence
erupted after the explosion seems to in-
dicate an element of pre-planning that is
extremely disturbing. Two observers re-
ferred to the situation as being reminis-
cent of the anti-Tamil riots of July 1983.
The rioting lasted for over two hours,
during the daytime. During this entire
period the armed forces and the Police
did almost nothing to prevent the vio-
lence from taking place. There are sev-
eral very credible eye witness accounts
to the manner in which the security forces
stood by and allowed the burning and
killing to take place.

Although there is a multi-ethnic Citi-
zens’ Committee led by religious leaders
of all communities in Trincomalee town,
as well as Peace Committees initiated by
the Police at the level of every Grama
Sevaka Division, they have been ineffec-
tive in the face of the recent incidents of
violence. There is a very high degree of
mistrust and animosity between the
Sinhala and Tamil communities in par-
ticular. Groups remain polarized on the
basis of ethnicity and there is no struc-
ture that has the capacity to bring them
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together in a positive and constructive
manner. Even well-established social ac-
tivists expressed their fear of taking the
initiative to assist those affected by the
violence; some of them were already re-
ceiving threatening telephone calls.

Given that Trincomalee has always
been a flashpoint for ethnic conflict in
Sri Lanka, it is imperative that civil soci-
ety organizations in the south concen-
trate on strengthening existing networks
and building new ones, to give a truly
plural character to the moderate and
peace-loving voices of Trincomalee’s
peoples and to ensure that a slide back
into barbaric ethnic tensions does not
arise.

On the basis of its findings, we wish
to highlight the following areas of con-
cern and appeal to the government, po-
litical parties, non-governmental organi-
zations and all members of civil society,

* Immediate steps must be taken to
ensure that all emergency and humani-
tarian assistance necessary is extended
to those displaced by the violence; re-
building of houses should be a priority;

* A delegation of senior members of
all leading political parties should under-

take a visit to Trincomalee to meet with
all sections of the population as a confi-
dence-building measure;

* The government should devise
some means of accepting accountability
for the inability of the security forces to
prevent the violence; a collective apol-
ogy from the state and from southern
political parties to the people of
Trincomalee would go a long way towards
re-building bridges of communication and
trust; >

* An independent investigation into
the violence following the bomb explo-
sion on 12th April should be undertaken
by a team comprising representatives of
government and non-government bodies;
the investigation should aim at recording
the various testimonies regarding the in-
cidents and at making recommendations
to the government regarding justice and
redress for the victims;

* These measures should take into
account the culture of impunity that has
prevailed in Sri Lanka, taking on board
the experiences of previous commissions,
and ensure that concrete steps are taken
and implemented by the government to
end impunity;

* Civil society organizations should

create a ‘rapid resp-

onse’ network that
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to act more effec-
tively in a time of
crisis such as this;

* The Citizens’
Committee should
be strengthened so
that it can act inde-
pendently and with
the recognition of

the authorities.

We note that the LTTE have been
engaged in acts of arm-ed attacks against
the security forces resulting in further
heightening tension and fear within the
community and the Trincomalee area.

We appeal to the LTTE to:

* Halt these acts of violence and com-
mit to the pursuit of its objectives
through non-violent and democratic
means;

* Ensure that there are no obstacles
in providing emergency and humanitar-
ian assistance to those displaced by the
violence and facilitate in creating a safe
environment for the implementation of
aid work by agencies and individuals;

* It is imperative that all political ac-
tors are aware of the dangers involved in
not taking control of the situation and
ensuring that the potential for heightened
violence in Trincomalee is curbed. The
creation of an environment in which peo-
ple can return to their homes and their
livelihoods should be given priority. In
the current climate of insecurity, at-
tempts by some politically motivated
groups to incite ethnic and religious ha-
tred should be dealt with immediately and
all citizens need to be more vigilant about
these manipulations. The fragility of the
peace process at this moment calls for a
concerted initiative to safeguard the CFA
and strengthen the voices for peace in Sri
Lanka.

The signatories to the report and
appeal are:- Sunila Abeysekera, and
Udaya Kalupathirana of INFORM;
Packiasothy Saravanamuttu, Rohan
Edrisinha, Devanesan Nesiah, Bhavani
Fonseka and Mirak Raheem of Centre
for Policy Alternatives, Ramani
Muttetuwegama of Law Society & Trust;
P.D. Gunatilaka of Devasarana Devel-
opment Centre; Buddhika Weerasinghe
of FreeMedia Movement; Ambika
Satkunanathan, Soundarie David, Charan
Rainford, Nimanthi Rajasingham, Sonali
Moonesinghe, P. Thambirajah and S.
Varatharajan of the International Centre
for Ethnic Studies, Nimalka Fernando of
International Movement Against Racial
Discrimination; Kumudini Samuel and
Sepali Kottegoda of Women and Media
Collective; Jayadeva Uyangoda of So-
cial Scientists’ Association; Rukshana
Nanayakkara of Transparency Interna-
tional, Sri Lanka, Samatha of Jawaharlal
Nehru University, and Anita Nesiah,
Manouri Muttetuwegama, Darini
Rajsaingham and Tharumini Wijekoon.Q
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Government Must Respond

to Anti-Tamil Violence, HRW

New York, April 25,2006 — The Sri
Lankan government has failed to re-
spond adequately to recent attacks
by armed groups on ethnic Tamils and
their homes and businesses in Sri
Lanka’s eastern Trincomalee district,
Human Rights Watch said today.

Police and other security forces
reportedly stood by as Tamils were
attacked on April 12 after an alleged
Tamil Tiger bomb at a Trincomalee
market killed five persons. Witnesses
said that within 15 minutes approxi-
mately 100-150 ethnic Sinhalese men
armed with clubs and long knives at-
tacked Tamil businesses and homes
in Trincomalee town and district, Sri
Lankan human rights organizations
reported that attacks from April 12 to
16 left at least 20 civilians dead (in-
cluding seven women), among them
Tamils, Muslims and Sinhalese. Some

75 persons needed hospital attention
for injuries.

“The failure of the security forces
in Trincomalee to protect the Tamil
population should raise alarm bells at
the highest levels of government,”
said Brad Adams, Asia director at
Human Rights Watch. “The govern-
ment has a responsibility to protect
all Sri Lankans, no matter whether
they are Tamil, Muslim or Sinhalese.”

Human Rights Watch called on
the government to ensure a prompt,
independent and impartial commis-
sion of inquiry into the violence and
the security forces’ response, with
powers to recommend prosecution
and compensation,

The attacks destroyed some 100
homes and left more than 3,000 peo-
ple homeless. According to the Trin-
comalee chamber of commerce, 32
businesses and

for Home Insurance.

CHEAPER BUILDING &

CONTENTS INSURANCE

WITH NORWICH UNION
We are the privileged agent for NORWICH UNION

shops were dam-
aged, destroyed or
looted.

Police and arm-
ed forces stood by
while the burning

We are authorised to issue the policy online. Immediate cover
and policy issued on the same day.

We transact Insurance Policy over the phone, no proposal form
or Direct Debit Mandate to complete.

We negotiated for choice of FREE Home and Garden package
or Sports package or 20% off annual travel

We at ARM can negotiate with NU and provide you the cover
to your individual requirements with Special Discount.

We will help you to save hundreds of pounds by transferring
your existing Home Insurance to us.

We also provide you the best services from placing the cover

to help you to get the maximum benefit, in the event of a claim.

P.SRINIVASAN IFA

PENSION *LIFE * SAVINGS
*MORTGAGES * COMMERCIAL LOANS

_,‘Zl_ RM ASSOCIATES

TEL: 020 8763 2221
FAX: 020 8763 2220
32 ABBOTS LANE, KENLEY, SURREY CR8 5JH

Internet: http:/www.srinivasan.co.uk E-mail: srini@srinivasan.co.uk
REGULATED BY THE FINANCIAL SERVICESAUTHORITY

and killing occu-
rred, waiting from
45 to 90 minutes
before taking ac-
tion. The alarm bell
at the Hatton Na-
tional Bank report-
edly rang for two
hours without res-
ponse, while a po-
liceman reportedly
told a security
guard at the Bank
of Ceylon not to
resist intruders.
President Mah-
inda Rajapakse’s
response to the
violence has been
grossly inadequ-
ate. According to
media reports, Pre-

sident Rajapakse sent highranking se-
curity officials and other senior offi-
cials to Trincomalee in the days fol-
lowing the reprisal attacks. However,
Human Rights Watch is unaware of
any strong public statements by the
president or direct step’s to increase
security in the district. Some persons
displaced by the violence reportedly
did not receive emergency govern-
ment assistance for four days.

“Given continuing ceasefire vio-
lations and rising ethnic tensions,
communal violence could spiral out
of control unless there is a swift and
strong government response,” said
Adams, “Yet in the days since mobs
began targeting Tamils in Trincomalee
for arson and murder, President
Rajapakse has taken no decisive ac-
tion.”

Human Rights Watch said that to
bring the perpetrators to justice and
to demonstrate to Tamils and others
that it is committed to equality under
the law, the government should en-
sure a prompt, independent and im-
partial commission of inquiry into the
violence and the response and
behavior of the police and armed
forces before, during, and after the
incident. The commission, which
should have at least one international
member to reassure the public of its
impartiality, should have powers to
recommend prosecution and compen-
sation.

Human Rights Watch also called
for the prompt re-establishment of a
fully functional Human Rights Com-
mission to provide the necessary
monitoring and leadership expected
from this body since the outbreak of
violence in Trincomalee.

The organization also called on
Sri Lankan authorities to improve se-
curity in Trincomalee district, particu-
larly for vulnerable populations, and
to facilitate greater communication
and cooperation among the govern-
ment and civil society groups, includ-
ing Tamil, Sinhalese and Muslim or-
ganizations. Human Rights Watch re-
peated its call to the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (the Tamil Tigers) to
end all attacks on civilians. Q
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©® End of the road for the
Bandaranaikes?

The former President Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga (CBK) still

remains leader of the Sri Lanka Freedom '

Party (SLFP) founded by her late father
and former Prime Minister § W R D
Bandaranaike. But many believe that
CBK'’s days at the helm of the party are

numbered with the appointment of Presi- .

dent Mahinda Rajapakse as acting leader
of the party while she has been away
from the island.

Her younger brother and Tourism
Minister Anura Bandaranaike recently
admitted frankly that this was the end of
the ‘long and illustrious innings’ by the
Bandaranaikes in the political firmament
of Sri Lanka spanning nearly 75 years.

Hailing his sister as a great leader and
a dedicated politician, Anura said that
CBK'’s children would never take to
politics. “They will be better off in their
chosen professions,” he said.

Complaining that many of the
present day party stalwarts who were at
CBK'’s beck and call while she was in
power until recently, Anura lamented,
“Some of those who were behind her
when she was in power now turn their
backs on her. They don’t even answer
the telephone when she calls.
Bandaranaike said Premadsa did the same
thing. It was J.R. who groomed him in
politics, but after becoming the President
he too tuned his back on the man who
helped him to reach the pinnacle.

Without making any reference to his
own chequered role in the party in the
years gone by when he engaged in many
a battle with his mother and sister when
they were leading the party and even
crossed over to the UNP, Anura defend-
ing CBK exuding brotherly affection said,
“I don’t agree with many political deci-
sions taken by my sister, but nobody
can point a finger at her saying that she
was a corrupt woman” and accused the
media of carrying out a baseless mud
slinging campaign against her.

“None from the Bandaranaike clan
has resorted to bribery or been corrup-
tion or accused of murder and our hands
are clean. Qur family has made great sac-
rifices doing service to the nation,” he
said charging that many politicians to-
day take to politics to earn money and
not to serve the country.

Politics

® Karuna’s crocodile tears

Karuna appears to be engaged in an
exercise of wooing the Muslims of east-
ern Sri Lanka and is shedding crocodile
tears on their behalf. Tamileelam Makkal
Viduthalai Puligal (TMVP), the party led
by the one time champion eastern com-
mander of the LTTE, ‘Col. Karuna’, has
in a recent interview with Reuters vowed
to kill supporters and cadres of the main-
stream LTTE unless its leadership took
action to return thousands of homes and
businesses appropriated from Muslims
in the 1990s. It also said that it would
also hunt down three top rebels and hand
them to Nordic truce monitors.

In 1990 in what was seen as an exer-
cise in ethnic cleansing, the LTTE gave
tens of thousands of Muslims just two
hours to abandon their homes and prop-
erty in the northern Jaffna peninsula and
forced them out of the northern prov-
ince. Only a few hundred have dared to
return since.

“Our military wing will kill anyone
illegally occupying the homes and busi-
nesses of Muslims who the Tigers forced
to flee Jaffna if they don’t vacate within
amonth”, a top Karuna aide had report-
edly told Reuters on condition of ano-
nymity. “We will hunt the Tigers respon-
sible for the Muslim exodus. We want
them to face charges of crimes against
humanity at The Hague,” he had added.

In fact most of the atrocities against
the Muslims for which he blames the
LTTE were committed when Karuna was
part of the top leadership of the LTTE.
Karuna was one of the LTTE's top mili-
tary commanders and ran its military op-
erations in the eastern Sri Lanka until he
defected in 2004 and is now engaged in a
do-or-die battle with his erstwhile leader
Pirapaharan who is determined to elimi-
nate him and his group. In the meantime,
the LTTE has also sought the assistance
of the Government to disarm Karuna and

his loyalists. , ]

Karuna says his men will only dis-
arm if the Tigers do so and vows to re-
taliate if attacked, and his new threat
comes shortly before the April 19-21
talks are due to begin in Geneva. He is
also preparing the grpund to join the po-
litical mainstream, and plans to open a
political office in the eastern district of
Batticaloa on April 10 as a first step,

RaufHakeem, leader of the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress, saw the Karuna group
ultimatum as a political ploy to win the
backing of Muslims living in their east-
emn stronghold, and appealed to him to
drop it. “Muslims were driven away from
Jaffna. The LTTE gave them two hours
to leave”, Mr. Hakeem said. “It amounts
to genocide, ethnic cleansing where they
have appropriated all of their property.”
“But Muslims wouldn’t want anyone to
issue ultimatums of this nature”, he
added. “T think this is political posturing
from Karuna. He wants to win the hearts
and minds of Muslims in the east”.
Many of the evicted Muslims, who were
among Jaffna’s most prosperous busi-
nessmen and owned large houses, have
been living destitute for years in camps
for internally displaced.

® Controversy over ‘freedom
fighters’

April 11 - The controversy between the
Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM)
and the Defence Ministry seems to be
continuing with the monitors strongly
denying reports that at a meeting with
the Defence Secretary two weeks earlier
the former SLMM head described the
LTTE as “freedom fighters”.

The Daily Mirror, a daily in Co-
lombo, reports that the SLMM was also
angered that at that meeting Defence Sec-
retary Gotabhaya Rajapaksa had told the
former SLMM head Hagrup Haukland
the LTTE could be easily defeated if the
army joined forces with the Karuna fac-
tion while denying claims the armed group
was operating in government-controlled
areas.

However, SLMM spokesperson
Helen Olafstdottir refusing to comment
over the Defence Secretary’s statement
on the Karuna issue, denied claims that
the former SLMM head had termed the
LTTE as freedom fighters.

Several political parties and organi-
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sations have hit out at the SLMM aftera
media report ago quoting the Defence
Secretary as saying that Mr. Haukland
described the LTTE as “freedom fight-
ers.

“This is certainly untrue. Mr.
Haukland has never referred to or defined
the LTTE in such a way. It is not up to
the SLMM to make such political defi-
nitions when it comes to the LTTE or in
fact the government. The SLMM received
this mandate from both the government
of Sri Lanka and the LTTE irrespective
of the nature of any such definition”, Ms.
Olafsdottir said.

She stressed that the new SLMM
head Ulf Henriksson and another of his
aides were present at the meeting with
the Defence Secretary. “Mr. Henriksson
can testify that Mr. Haukland never ut-
tered these words in such a detrimental
context. Mr. Haukland has been working
in Sri Lanka for four years and is very
well aware of the sensitivity and nature
of this issue and would never be so reck-
less to use the term freedom fighters”,
Ms. Olafsdottir said.

The SLMM said the rumors and al-
legations have been very damaging to the

work of the SLMM and urged the media
and politicians to stop making baseless
allegations.

©® New chiefs at peace
secretariat ‘

With the departure of Jayantha
Dhanapala who is seeking the top United
Nation’s top post of Secretary General,
Palitha Kohona, the former head of UN’s
Treaty Section, has succeeded as the Di-
rector General of the Secretariat Co-
ordinating the Peace Process (SCOPP).
Mr. Kohona has been an advisor to Presi-
dent Mahinda Rajapaksa.

Ketheshwaran Loganathan has taken
up duties as Deputy Secretary General
of the Government’s Peace Secretariat
after resigning from the Board of Direc-
tors of the Centre for Policy Alterna-
tives (CPA) and as the head of its Peace
and Conflict Analysis Unit. Mr.
Loganathan was a member of the Tamil
delegation at the Thimpu-Peace Talks of
1985 and played a role in subsequent ini-
tiatives leading to the Indo-Lanka Ac-
cord of 1987. “Although I’'m honoured
to have been appointed to the post, I see
it more as a challenge than a profession,”

Mr. Loganathan said adding “A challenge
in the context of the troubled times that
the peace process is going through.”

® ‘Women in NGOs forced to
pose in pornographic films’

April 23 - Local Sri Lankan women
employed by some local and foreign non-
governmental organisations carrying out
tsunami relief work in eastern Sri Lanka.
have been sexually abused and forced to
pose for pornographic films, a newspa-
per report from Colombo said.

The crisis has reached such serious
proportions that Tamil National Alli-
ance’s Batticaloa district MPs have re-
quested District Secretary S.-
Puniyamoorthy to summon an urgent
meeting with heads of both local and in-
ternational non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGO) to investigate the charges
and take remedial action, The Sunday
Times newspaper said.

Batticaloa and Trincomalee Bishop
Kingsley Swamipillai told the newspa-
per that he believed such abuse had been
going on for some time and he welcomed
the inquiry.

Batticaloa’s Senior Police Superin-
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tendent Maxi Proctor said no formal com-
plaints of such sexual abuse had been
made but he had read about it in leaflets
distributed by an organisation.

These leaflets were issued by an or-
ganisation believed to be an LTTE front
and they urged women working in NGOs
to resign before the given deadline and
disclosed details of the abuses.

Leaflets warning women to quit work-
ing at NGOs have been circulated across
the eastern coast, after pornographic
DVDs surfaced recently. The leaflets dis-
tributed by the “Tamil Eelam Women’s
Uprising Army’ threatened all women
working in NGOs to quit their jobs be-
fore April 15. The warning stated that
“your future life may be endangered” if
this directive was not obeyed.

Akkaraipattu Inspector of Police, A.
Gaffar, is reported to have said that one
DVD contained explicit video clips of a
foreigner sexually abusing a 19-20 year
old Tamil girl. The DVD apparently con-
tains shots taken in the Elle area in
Badulla. However, it has not yet been
proved whether the foreigner or the girl
are employees of an NGO operating in
the Ampara, Akkraipattu or Kalmunai
areas. However, Mr. Gaffar said investi-
gations have not yet been completed in
Trincomalee or Batticaloa.

The DVDs are available for Rs. 50 in
open markets across the Eastern prov-
ince. The leaflet also quotes a statement
made by the Batticaloa Tamil National
Alliance MP Pakkiaselvam Ariyanent-
hiran which states that “183 Tamil speak-
ing girls in Batticaloa and 163 in Ampara
district have undergone abortions,” and
that these women were “Employees of
NGOs”. This statement was made at a
recent seminar on ‘“Tamil women and cul-
ture” in Pawattan Thirukkovil. The leaf-
let claims that “women working in NGOs
are sexually abused” and that “in some
cases where the abortions were not suc-
cessful, they are on the verge of giving
birth”. It also claims that parents who
allow their daughters to work for NGOs
should be held responsible for these
abuses. As a preliminary move to stop-
ping the abuse, women workers have been
told not to work in the NGOs or INGOs
after 5pm and to attend seminars only in
the main offices instead of going to dis-
tant places.

NGO sources also said two mosques
in Kalmunai and Saindamaradu had pub-

licly requested women to leave the NGOs.
It is learnt the matter has not been offi-
cially reported to the police because the
victims are afraid to come forward ap-
parently due to the stigma attached to it
and possible reprisals.

The racket came to light when a lady
doctor, who allegedly performed about
75 abortions, confessed. Consortium of
Humanitarian Agencies (CHA) Executive
Director Jeevan Thiagarajah noted that a
joint plea has been forwarded to Defence
Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa, IGP
Chandra Fernando and the DIG East ask-
ing for protection for female NGO work-
ers in the region.

Meanwhile, the LTTE’s Batticaloa
political wing leader Daya Mohan sum-
moned a meeting of NGO representatives
on Friday (21) and told them the Tigers
had evidence of sexual abuse of women.
He warned there would be serious con-
sequences if such abuse was not stopped.

@ Prisoners of Luxury

In a stunning disclosure, it was re-
vealed recently that the country’s top
suspected criminals were leading luxuri-
ous lives at the Welikada Magazine
Prison premises in a star class bungalow
with ultra-modern facilities.

The discovery was made following a
surprise visit by a team headed by Jus-
tice Ministry Secretary Suhada K. Gama-
lath who was on a mission to find out the
status of prisoners who were unable to
pay fines.

It was revealed that among the lead-
ing criminals enjoying luxury facilities at
the Magazine Prison were drug king pins,
murder suspects in the assassination case
of Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadir-
gamar, police bribery suspects, multimil-
lionaire foreign suspects and the main
suspect in what is considered to be one
of Asia’s biggest VAT scam amounting to
billions. The Ministry Secretary had
been shocked to see a compact bungalow
with star class facilities within the prison
premises where the suspects were living
in air-conditioned rooms with massive
television sets and modern bathrooms
without a single prison guard keeping
watch on them.

“The building is separated from the
main prison and it is surrounded with a
well maintained garden and parapet
walls,” a prison source told the Daily

Mirror describing what he called the
rogues’ gallery of the country’s leading
criminals.

Following the shocking revelation,
the Justice Ministry Secretary immedi-
ately ordered the transfer of Magazine
prison Superintendent W. H. Wijaya-
tillake and called for’a full probe on the
preferential treatment given to notorious
criminals. ‘

The suspects living in this luxurious
bungalow were Thamil Eeniyam and
Rengan Jenagan - the two main murder
suspects arrested in connection with the
killing of the former Foreign Minister,
Mohamed Shyam Mohammed Shamoon
- the main suspect in country’s biggest
drug, leading drug kingpin Noor
Mohamed and A. G. de Soyza Jayatillake
- the main suspect in the biggest tax fraud
case.

Besides them were Jeewaratnam
Susanthan, Saman Sujeewa Kumara, A.
M. M. Chandana, E. A. P. Ediriweera,
Ramanchandran Wigneshwaran and Po-
lice officer Nishantha Kumara Muthikuda
were also living in individual rooms in
this luxury bungalow.

In addition to the local suspects, the
house also provided accommodation to
wealthy foreign nationals jailed for vari-
ous offences.

When queried by the Daily Mirror,
Prisons Chief Rumy Marzook said he
was not aware of the existence of such a
‘luxurious house” within the prison
premises and claimed all prisoners treated
alike. However he admitted that the sus-
pect in the VAT fraud had requested for
special security through a lawyer as there
was a threat to his life. But the Daily
Mirror learnt that the suspect A. G. Zoy-
sa Jayatillake had also requested for per-
mission for special meal arrangements too.

A Senior Prison official told the Daily
Mirror preferential treatment was given
to prisoners at all leading prisons in the
country and the Negombo prison was
notorious for it. He said it was shocking
that the country’s notorious were plot-
ting major crimes, operating the under-
world and drug trafficking while living in
the lap of luxury in the prisons. It was
revealed that the special building was built
a few years ago to accommodate a local
multimillionaire businessman who was
remanded for alleged violation of the im-
migration law.

(Daily Mirror, 18 April 2006)
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The Tamil
and the Tiger

Kumar David

Slovo and First were no less coura-
geous in their unrelenting defiance of
apartheid than Mandela or Sisulu. It
would therefore, for like reason, be egre-
giously untruthful to say that no
Sinhalese can take an enduring stand,
with equal courage, against a long his-
tory of chauvinist ethno-politics in our
social and political mainstream.

It would, however, be reasonable
to assume that their visceral images will
not have the same emotive content as a
Tamil who suffered the horrors of 1983,
or military excess in the 1970s and
1980s, or fretted over perceptions of
life-long humiliation.

An endeavour to empathise with
this state of mind will go some way in
helping the Sinhalese community gain
a holistic appreciation of what many
see as a baffling contradiction in the
complicated nexus between the Tamil
and the Tiger. Politically informed
Sinhalese simply cannot understand
why the LTTE has such a substantial
degree of support among Tamils (ex-
actly how substantial is anyone’s guess
until a free and fair election takes place)
despite the hard time they face in hold-
ing on to some semblance of democratic and
human rights in the land of the Tiger.

What the rest of this article says is
palpably obvious to most Tamils and
it is not breathtaking news for the sen-
sitive Sinhalese either. But it is not quite
so candidly and blandly stated, with-
out apologetic frills, in the columns of
newspapers. So it is time to say it, to let the
catharsis flow and to invite responses.

In his emotive heart the Sri Lankan
Tamil feels that the Tigers have allowed
him to stand up again. There are two
sides to this. He feels that the humilia-
tion and the beatings have been ban-
ished, that another 1983 won’t happen
for fear of reprisals and that the army
cannot run amok again in Tamil areas
without risking a bloody nose. The
balance of terror leads to mutual deter-
rence, the Cold War has taught us.

Secondly, in his conscious mind he
reckons that there would never have

been any serious interest on the part of
the national political establishment of
whatever hue, to even recognise an eth-
nic conundrum, let alone negotiate a
settlement, unless the Tigers had fought
the army to a standstill. Both of these,
in the minds of the Tamils, have been
won on the battlefield. This I think I
can say without risking much rebuttal,
is the judgment of the great majority,
including those who are not, and never
have been, fellow travellers of the LTTE."

For this reason, the Tamil people
will not settle their accounts with the
Tamil Tigers until they have first settled their
accounts with the Sinhala State.

There are indeed a lot of accounts
to settle on both balance-sheets; with
the former stakeholder, about the he-
gemony of the rights of the people over
and above the gains and benefits for a
military outfit; with the latter
stakeholder, about the form and content of anew
constitutional dispensation.

Now true, this strictly serial order-
ing of events is a little simplified, the
world is never entirely linear, but it
does get an important point across. The
better we understand this correlation
of variables the better we can deal with
both sides of the equation and overlap
progress on both issues.

To this end one consideration is es-
pecially paramount; the political pow-
ers-that-be must maximise devolution
short and long term, and minimise per-
mitted restrictions on democracy in the
interim arrangements. Unfortunately,
the thinking in the government and the
South seems rather the opposite - mean
on devolution and generous on letting
the Tigers chew on the democratic
rights and institutions of the denizens
of the Northern and Eastern Provinces.

This is the worst kind of myopia.
Giving the Tamil people the highest
possible degree of autonomy to man-
age their own affairs is the only way
they can grow and develop and put right
whatever accounts they need to put right.

Neither the Sinhalese nor the State
can sort out their internal problems,

but they can help. How? Simply by
insisting on minimal restrictions, for
the shortest necessary interim period,
on elected bodies, representative
mechanisms, internationally supervised
freedoms of assembly, press and or-
ganisation, and so on in exchange for a highly
devolved constitutional arrangement.

The obsession in the South seems
to be that devolution, incorporating a
high degree of autonomy - Asymmetri-
cal Devolution in the best case - will be
the first step towards secession. This
is wide of the mark intrinsically, but
also because Thamil Eelam is not pos-
sible without international support and
Indian complicity.

The manifest ebb in international
support for secession can turn to flood
again only in the converse situation, that
is, only if it becomes clear to the out-
side world that substantial autonomy
to manage their own affairs is being

‘denied to the Tamils. As for India,

surely the blast that dispatched Rajiv
Gandhi also interned in his casket any
hope of Eelam. Can a febrile outfitina
pint-sized island murder a past and
potential future prime minister of In-
dia and not pay the crippling price of
forever relinquishing its fondest dreams?

In recent weeks the door to devolu- -

tion has opened wider in the South as
well. The JVP and the JHU sought to
turn the Local Government elections
into a referendum on the government’s
backsliding on several provisions in-
cluded in Mr Rajapaksa’s presidential
election-manifesto as a consequence of agree-
ments reached with the two parties.

No doubt it was some fireworks
from the Tigers, costly in military lives
that motivated the President, very
wisely, to “backslide”, if you want to
call it that. Notwithstanding this
commonsense, the JVP alleged at its
12,000 meetings that the “unitary
State” concept was likely to go the way
of the rest; imagine the fanfare from
the rooftops if the JVP and JHU had
scored handsomely.

The upshot is that it is now fairly
obvious that had Mr Rajapaksa said,
before the Local Government elections,
that he was interested in looking into
both unitary and federal options, the
outcome of the JVP-JHU beckoned

-

“referendum” would have been no dif- .

ferent. The shackles are now removed
and he should go forward boldly with
an open mind. Q
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ETAlSpal’n and Hamasllsrael

Rajan Philips

The pairings or the quotients in the
title are meant to indicate that one (i.e.
ETA, Hamas and the LTTE) cannot be
understood or change without the other
(i.e. Spain, Israel and Sri Lanka).

In Spain, Euskadi Ta Askatasuna
(Basque Homeland and Freedom) the
nearly fifty year old Basque separatist
movement, has declared a permanent
ceasefire. The news prompted calls for
the LTTE to unilaterally declare a per-
manent ceasefire and give up its guns. .

In the Middle East, Hamas, the Pal-
estinian organization that is proscribed
by the West as a terrorist group, won a
convincing victory in the January elec-
tions to the Palestinian Parliament. With
76 out of 132 seats, Hamas has formed a
majority government that will cohabit

- with President Mahmood Abbas of the
rival PLO and Fatah groups. No one ap-
pears to have suggested that the LTTE
should join the democratic process and
should be allowed to contest elections to
a regional parliament in Northeast Sri
Lanka.

We can draw useful lessons by com-
paring ETA/Spain, Hamas/Israel and
LTTE/Lanka, if we avoid superficial com-
parisons and keep in mind the different
contexts.

The Basques in Spain
and the Tamils in Sri Lanka

ETA is the last survivor of the stu-
dent rebellions that arose in Western Eu-
rope in the 1960s, the most dramatic of
which was the Paris uprising of 1968 that
led to the fall of Charles de Gaulle. The
ETA is perhaps the only one with ethno-
nationalist inspiration and objectives and
that explains its longevity.

The Basque crisis in Spain had long
predated the ETA, however, and its ori-
gins go back to the establishment of the
brutal dictatorship of General Francisco
Franco in 1937. Franco rode to power in
the Spanish civil war, survived the world
war and ruled Spain with an iron fist un-
ul his death in 1975. The Basques bore
ail the heavy burdens of his dictatorship.
He ruled their region like an occupied ter-
—.:2ry, suppressed their language and cul-

tural rights and denied any kind of re-
gional autonomy.

So the ETA emerged fo fight an old
battle but as part of a new political mani-
festation — the political mobilization of
university students whose swelling num-
bers in spreading campuses after the war
provided the ideal hothouse for radical
thinking and even more radical action.

ETA played its part in fighting Franco
and its most spectacular moment was the
1973 killing of Admiral Carrero Blanco,
Franco’s intended successor. The death
of Franco was the dawn of a new Spain
and an autonomous Basque region. The
new constitution of 1978 devolved Spain
into 17 regions, and 2 non-contiguous re-
gions, with directly elected authorities
and different degrees of autonomy.

Affirming the “indissoluble unity of
the Spanish Nation”, the constitution
enables the State to be “organized
territorially into municipalities, prov-
inces and Autonomous Communities”.
The Basque Country, along with Catalo-
nia and Galicia, is recognized as a his-
toric nationality and is at the apex of the
asymmetrically autonomous regions.

There are continuing debates around
the centralist and decentralist interpreta-
tions of the constitution but these are
creative tensions and the positive facts
of life in a federal set up. A set up that
takes away the reason for the continua-
tion of organizations like the ETA. Two
significant set backs also contributed to
ETA’s final enlightenment.

ETA’s kidnapping and killing, in
1997, of a popular Basque municipal poli-
tician, Miguel Angelo Blanco, enraged the
whole country and six million Spaniards
poured onto the streets in protest trig-
gering a sustained pursuit of ETA by law
enforcement agencies not only in Spain
but also France, where ETA had found
sanctuaries thanks to the ethno affinities
between the Basque country and South-
west France. The March 2004 Madrid
bombing by Islamic fundamentalists was
the final writing on the wall for the ETA.

Interestingly, in making up its mind
on a permanent ceasefire the ETA took

the advice of their older Irish cousins -
the IRA and its political arm, the Sinn
Fien. The IRA has already renounced vio-
lence and has turned in its arms which
were among the main obstacles to imple-
menting Northern Ireland’s power shar-
ing agreement. But other benefits of the
peace process, security of life, economic
growth, and the dismantling of the hated
British police structures in Northern Ire-
land are becoming increasingly evident.
In comparison, Spain and the Basque
country are streets ahead of the North-
ern Ireland situation and Sinn Fien would
have had no problem convincing ETA that
the prudent thing to do was to renounce
violence permanently.

Who will take the onus of convincing
the LTTE to make a similar renunciation?
There is no question that at some point
the LTTE has to renounce violence per-
manently and turn in its arms. But is Sri
Lanka in a situation comparable to Spain’s
1978 constitutional change and North-
ern Ireland’s 1998 power sharing agree-
ment? Sri Lanka’s constitution, although
itis of the same vintage, is not at all pos-
sessed of similar consensus or success.

The onus, it would seem, is on the
Sri Lankan state to indicate at least a will-
ingness to make changes comparable to
those in Spain and Northern Ireland be-
fore demanding a virtual surrender by the
LTTE.

The Hamas and the LTTE

This is not to let the LTTE off the
hook, but to point to the new challenges
facing Hamas which is all the more ap-
propriate now that Canada has decided
to add LTTE to its list of banned organi-
zations that already included the Hamas.

The Hamas victory in the Palestin-
ian elections and its forming the new Pal-
estinian government has thrown up new
challenges not only to Hamas but also to
Israel and the Western countries includ-
ing the ‘quartet’ — the UN, USA, EU and
Russia. The West and the quartet cannot
ignore a democratically elected govern-
ment but have indicated that they will
withhold all financial aid until Hamas re-
nounces violence and accepts Israel’s
right to exist, conditions that the PLO
agreed to as part of the Oslo Accord.

Hamas came into being during the first
intifada — the 1987 Palestinian uprising
against Israeli occupation of the West
Bank and Gaza — operating on two fronts:
social programs focusing on education,
health and religion, as well as violent at-
tacks against Israel. Israel’s prime reason
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for reaching the Oslo agreement with the
PLO then in exile was to bring an end to
the intifada. Hamas was opposed to it
from the beginning and did everything in
its power to provoke Israel against the
Accord.

But now faced with the task of exer-
cising power in a democratically elected
government, Hamas is being forced to
renounce violence and accept [srael’s right
to exist or risk its government go into
bankruptcy. Without foreign aid - $ |
billion a year — the Palestinian economy
cannot sustain itself, cannot even pay
the monthly salaries of 140,000 public
servants. On top of this, Israel is refus-
ing to give its monthly grant of $50 mil-
lion from tax revenues to the new gov-
ernment.

There are signs of flexibility on
Hamas’s part. Its Palestinian opponents
have argued that taking part in the elec-
tion itself is a de facto acceptance of the
Oslo Accord by Hamas. Hamas’s new
ministers, some of them educated in the
US, also recognize the difficulties in-
volved in going against international opin-
ion.

But Hamas’s flexibility alone is not
enough, and Hamas will resist interna-
tional pressure as blackmail if there is no
corresponding movement on Israel’s part.
Both Israel and the Palestinians are grop-
ing for a new equilibrium after Arafat’s
death and Ariel Sharon’s incapacitation.
Last month’s Israeli elections saw the
ouster of the extremist Binyamin
Netanyahu and the Likud Party rump
that he now leads. But the electorate did
not give Sharon’s new Kadima Party and
its leader Ehud Olmert and his allies a
clear victory.

To what extent Israel is prepared to
retreat on the Jewish settlements in oc-
cupied territories, the construction of
670 km long wall in the West Bank, and
the de facto occupation in many parts
will have a direct bearing on Hamas’s re-
sponses. But the fact of the matter is
that by entering the democratic process
directly, first in municipal and now in
parliamentary elections, Hamas has
changed the dynamic in the Israel-Pales-
tine peace process.

Drawing a parallel to Sri Lanka, the
first priority is for the LTTE and the
government to continue to honour their.
ceasefire commitments and avoid cease-
fire violations either directly or through
proxies. The second priority is for the
LTTE to enter the democratic process
and participate in free and fair elections

Lebanon’s Sri Lankan
maids tell their story

Sophie Claudet

The film Maid in Lebanon is a tale of
exile, occasional abuse and even death, It
documents the fate of Sri Lankan women
seeking better wages abroad to support
their families. The documentary, shot by
Carol Mansour, both in her native Leba-
non and in Sri Lanka, opens on a hopeful
note. :

Sixteen-year-old Sureika is getting
ready to leave for Lebanon, where her
$100 monthly wage will support her fam-
ily back home, pay her dowry and may
even put her sister through school.

Like all 80,000 Sri Lankan women
who have similar jobs in Lebanon, Sureika
is checked for HIV, hepatitis B, TB and
pregnancy before departure. She also
takes a 12-day course in English, Arabic
and local cooking, and gets acquainted
with electrical appliances she has never
used before - a vacuum cleaner and a
blender. Sureika’s village has no electric-
ity.

When she arrives in Lebanon she will
be asked to clean, cook and probably look
after children.

Employer’s property

“On signing the contract,” says a
voice-over in the film, “we almost be-
come property of the employer and will
work three years without a day off.”

Mansour told Aljazeera.net that dur-
ing her research for the 26-minute film
she discovered many examples of mis-
treatment. “Some of the maids are actu-
ally not paid during the first three months
to make up for part of the money their
employers paid to the agency that
brought them over,” she said. “Employ-
ers keep their passport for the duration
of their contract.”

Sureika may encounter the same fate
as another maid, Kumari, who says her

in Tamil areas, and for the government to
restructure the state and create autono-
mous authorities as it has been done in
Spain, Northern Ireland, and in a fledging
way in Israel/Palestine. Without these
foundations calling for the decommi-
ssioning of the LTTE or the withdrawal
of the army will be pointless and ineffec-
tual. n]

first employer locked her up for hours
without food. Kumari, in her twenties,
says she had to work for more than a
year to pay $2,000 to the Lebanese
agency that did her paperwork, in order
to get her passport back. Even then, she
ended up going back to Lebanon to sup-
port her children, whom she left in the
care of her parents.

Lila, too, left her children behind. She
sends her salary to her sister rather than
to her husband, who has a drinking prob-
lem. She cries when Mansour shows her
footage of her daughter in Sri Lanka.

“People here in Lebanon think that
$100 salary is a lot of money,” says
Mansour, “but what they don’t know is
that families in Sri Lanka are completely
dependent on these women.”

Success stories

But there are success stories as well,
such as Nirosha’s. Together with her hus-
band, who stayed in Sri Lanka to take
care of the family, she is helping to fi-
nance the construction of their future
home. Nirosha’s employer says she is
happy that Nirosha is “doing something
with the money”.

She is one of the few employers who
agreed to appear on camera.

“Some owners [employers] simply
did not want to be interviewed,”
Mansour says. “I felt they knew deep
down that what they’re doing is wrong.
Some would admit off camera that they
keep theirs maids locked up at home.”

“I knew that there was some abuse
going on, but the more I got into the sub-
ject, the more [ saw how difficult their
situation is.”

Rape and death

The film also tells the story of
abused maids. While Mansour was shoot-
ing, she discovered that most maids do
not have a room to sleep in. Some sleep
on couches, others in windowless spaces.
Mansour says the more money an em-
ployer has, the more likely they are to
abuse their maids.

“Maybe they don’t look at them as
human beings,” she says.

One maid, Sudany, says she was
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abused by a boy from the family she was
working for. Another woman, speaking
. on condition of anonymity with her face
obscured, says she was repeatedly raped
by a teenager while working.

A third, who does not give her name
but shows her face on camera, tells of
physical abuse and humiliation, involv-
ing beatings while handcuffed, hair pull-
ing and chopping, as well as threats to
throw her off a balcony while being held
from the window by her male employer.

Ray Jureidi, a professor of sociology
at the American University in Beirut, who
is interviewed in the documentary, says:
“There seems to be some kind of censor-
ship with regard to abuse and deaths of
migrant domestic workers.”

Indifference

Two screenings of Mansour’s docu-
mentary were held in Beirut.

She asked her acquaintances to bring
their maids to one of them in November.
She says some people were “a bit dis-
turbed” by what they saw. “But many
actually remarked on the beauty of Sri
Lanka, how green and lush it is. It goes to
show they have no idea about the women
they employ,” she says.

The film was released last summer
and funded by Caritas Migrant Center
Lebanon, the European Commission,
Caritas Sweden, the Netherlands Em-
bassy in Beirut and the International La-
bour Organisation (ILO).

It is being shown in Lebanon’s schools
and to other pupils worldwide to create
awareness about problems faced by mi-
grant workers.

Hope

The ILO said in a statement that Leba-
non’s labour minister had formed a panel
to review the labour law and put together
astandard contract for domestic workers.

The committee is also drafting a
“rights and responsibilities booklet” for
maids which should be available by May.

Mansour directed other documenta-
ries focusing on socio-economic issues
such as child labour.

Her first documentary 100% As-
phalt told the story of street children in
Cairo and was awarded the Jury’s Prize
by the Institut du Monde Arabe in Paris
2000, and Best Documentary at the Arab
Film Festival in Rotterdam and in Syd-
zey. She recently completed another piece
focusing on child labour in Lebanon, en-
titled Invisible Children.

She says she and the producer of

Tamil Nadu: Eelam issue
takes the backstage

V. Jayanth

If the refugees in Tamil Nadu or the
Tamils in Sri Lanka expected the island’s
ethnic issue to figure prominently in the
election campaign here, they have been
in for a disappointment.

For the record, the issue does figure
in the poll manifestos of most parties -
often only in passing. Even these refer-
ences are about the problems of Indian
fishermen venturing into Sri Lankan wa-
ters, not the “freedom struggle” of the
Eelam Tamils.

The reasons are not far to seek. The
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)-
led Democratic Progressive Alliance
(DPA) is bound by the ‘alliance dharma’
of the United Progressive Alliance at the
Centre. Even the normally vocal Pattali
Makkal Katchi (PMK) has not made an
issue of it, although it champions the
cause of Tamils and the Tamil language.
The DPA constituents want peace in Sri
Lanka, and the dignity and self-respect
of the Sri Lankan Tamils to be protected.
They call for a more pro-active role by
India in hammering out a lasting political
solution to the ethnic issue.

Vocal supporters

The two most vocal supporters of
the Eelam Tamils are the Marumalarchi
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (MDMK),
led by Vaiko, and the Dalit Panthers of
India (DPI), led by Thol. Thirum-
avalavan. But both are now allied to the
All-India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK), led by Jayalal-
ithaa, to whom the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam is anathema. So much so,
they will not even raise the issue during
the elections and embarrass her. Their
wrath is directed against what they call
the “Sinhala Government” of Mahinda
Rajapakse, which they say is dependent
on the “Sinhala chauvinist JVP.” The two
parties take comfort in the fact that Ms.

Maid in Lebanon, Cheryl Uys Allie, went
back to Sri Lanka last autumn and docu-
mented the stories of other women there.
‘She is currently seeking funds to
work on a 52-minute version of Maid in

Lebanon.
(Courtesy of Aljazeera,net)

Jayalalithaa avoided seeing the Sri Lankan
President during his visit to India.

The DMK, in its election manifesto,
talks of the problem of Tamil fishermen.
It says: “We will take steps to prevent
the frequent arrests, abductions and kill-
ing of Tamil fishermen by the Sri Lankan
Navy in the waters near Katcha Theevu.”
That is about all.

‘Lease in perpetuity’

As for the ATADMK, Katcha Theevu
is a key issue. Its manifesto notes: “Vio-
lence against fishermen of Tamil Nadu
still continues in the Palk Straits in and
around Katcha Theevu. In order to pre-
vent this, the Government of India would
be urged to get Katcha Theevu on "lease
in perpetuity’ with the aim of protecting
the traditional fishing rights of Indian fish-
ermen and their privileges.” This has al-
ways been Ms. Jayalalithaa’s line. Mr.
Vaiko goes further in the MDMK’s mani-
festo. He talks about both the "Eelam
Tamils problem’ and the Katcha Theevu
issue. The MDMK pledges to press the
Centre to get Katcha Theevu back. It also
says the birth of *Tamil Eelam’ out of the
“right of self-determination” for the
Tamils is the ultimate solution and that
this is the party’s “unwavering stand.”

The plight of fishermen may not be a
central issue for the political parties but
the leaders are forced to highlight it when
they campaign in the southern districts.
The focus is on Katcha Theevu, the rights
of Indian fishermen there, and the alleged
“atrocities” of the Sri Lankan Navy,
which they accuse of “abducting” Tamil
fishermen.

Ever since the DMK joined the coa-
lition at the Centre, whether as a part of
the BJP-led or Congress-led Govern-
ment, it has shown remarkable restraint
on the Sri Lankan Tamil issue. But M.
Karunanidhi has utilised every occasion
to raise the issue of missing Tamil fisher-
men with the Foreign Minister and the
Prime Minister. As for Ms. Jayalalithaa,
the fishermen’s issue and the problem of
Katcha Theevu have provided the am-
munition to take shots at the Centre.

But there does not seem to be any
solution in sight, so long as Indian fisher-
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men cross the International Maritime
Boundary and fish in Sri Lankan waters.
Violent clashes

With the Sri Lankan Tamil fishermen
also venturing into the seas in recent
times, clashes have become more frequent
and violent. The Government of India has
taken up the issue with Colombo in or-
der to secure the early release of fisher-
men from Tamil Nadu, whenever they
have been detained.

Neither of the two major alliances has
so far made the larger Sri Lankan Tamil
problem an election issue. Nor are they
likely too. This is perhaps why the Tamil
Nationalist Movement leader Pazha.
Nedumaran has secured from the courta
relaxation in bail conditions, to enable
him to address election meetings. It will
be left to him, his supporters and the
Dravida Kazhagam to raise the decibel
level on this issue.

A few months ago, there was talk of
Sri Lankan Tamil refugees returning
home. But with uncertainty looming large
over the island, that plan has been given up.

Instead, more refugees have arrived
in Rameswaram and adjoining coastal vil-
lages. That has stopped for now. But
given the tensions in rforthern and east-
ern Sri Lanka and the rise in violence, the
situation is quite fragile now.

(The Hindu, 18 April 2006) ’
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Businessman, conductor shot dead:
Mar 22 - Unknown gunmen rid-
ing in a motorbike shot and
killed M. Gunaratnam, a promi-
nent businessman in Vavuniya

NEWS TRACK

other funds by way of credits to
their bank accounts. According to
the survey 73% of total foreign
remittances were received by 30
NGOs, each receiving foreign re-

and his bus conductor Jude in
Kurumankadu Vavuniya, on Wednesday (22) night at about 8.45
p.m, Vavuniya police said.

No welcome meeting for Jaffna VC: 23 Mar - The meeting
scheduled for 10.30 am Wednesday (22) to welcome the Jaffna
University’s new Vice Chancellor Professor Rathnajeewan H.
Hoole was cancelled due to threats from the LTTE, according to
University sources. Lecturers and non academic staff of the cam-
pus and residents of the area were to participate in the welcome
but a man named Gnanam, an LTTE political leader of the area,
had threatened to stop the meeting. Professor Hoole was ap-
pointed as the Vice Chancellor of the Jaffna University by Presi-
dent Rajapakse recently. But the pro - LTTE organisations, the
Jaffna University Students’ Union and TNA, threatened to kill
him if he took up duties.

Body ex-LTTE cadre found in Batticalea: Mar 23 - Body of a
young male recovered near the Batticaloa lagoon near Pillaiyarady
on Monday (20) has been identified by his wife as belonging to an
ex-member of Liberation Tigers’ Jayanthan Brigade who had left
the LTTE and was working as a day laborer, sources in Batticaloa
said. Vairamutthu Arulpragasam, 32, from Valluvar Road in
Karaveddy, Vavunathivu was a member of the LTTE for nine
years, left the organization to get married in 2002, Ms
Logitharajah Vasuki, 22, his wife said, identifying his body in the
presence of Batticaloa Judge Vinobha Indran and Medical Officer
M.M.A. Rahman, Arulpragasam is a father of two children,

LTTE Sentry Point ambushed: Mar 24 - A LTTE cadre was
killed and two injured in an attack on the LTTE Forward Defense
Line sentry point located in Poonagar in Trincomalee district on
Thursday (24) around 8 p.m., said LTTE sources in the east. The
Tigers charged that the attackers had come from the Sri Lanka
Army camp in Mahindapura. Meanwhile, Sri Lanka Military
spokesman Brigadier Prasad Samarasinghe refuted LTTE's claim
that the attack was carried out by Sri Lankan troopers.

NGOs recipients of Rs. 40 b. tsunami funds: Mar 24 - The
Tamil Rehabilitation Organisation (TRO) is among the recipients
of substantial overseas tsunami financial aid, reports from Co-
lombo said.. According to a Central Bank survey the TRO is
among 30 NGOs which received 73 percent of a staggering Rs.
40.1 billion given by various foreign and local sources during last
year. They had withdrawn 85 percent of the received funds purely
for tsunami rehabilitation and reconstruction work.

Two hundred and fifty-six NGOs had received donations and

mittances in the range of 1% to
12% of total foreign remittances. Nearly 79% of the funds re-
ceived in the bank accounts of all NGOs during 2005 had been
withdrawn.

Navy apprehend LTTE suspects with arms: Mar 24 - In the
backdrop of a sharp increase in LTTE attacks on security forces,
the navy on Tuesday (21) night took into custody a boat belong-
ing to the LTTE along with five persons and twenty sticks of
gelignite sticks on board the seas off Point Pedro. A senior Navy
official said that naval troops on patrolling northern sea off
Point Pedro, detected a suspicious boat bearing a Sinhala name on
its hull. “When they moved near the boat, the five suspects, who
were on board threw a satellite phone into the sea. They also tried
to damage the boat in a bid to sink it”, he said.

Naval ratings managed to get on board the boat before the
Tigers could damage it. “While interrogating the suspects, one of
them admitted that he was a member of the LTTE and we also
found a document containing a secret code that LTTE is using for
communication and also a powerful communication set, which
was also damaged by the suspects before the navy reached the
boat”. The navy men also found, the gelignite sticks stored in two
boxes. The Nordic monitors were immediately informed about
the incident, the suspects are to be handed over to police for
further investigation later. “We brought them to the
Kankesanthurai naval base and currently interrogating them”,
the Navy official added.

Vavuniya businessman shot dead: Mar 25 - Unknown gun-
men who came in a white van shot dead Ponniah Murugesu, 40, in
front of his shop in Sasthrikulankulam, 6 km north of Vavuniya
town, around 8.15 p.m. on Friday (24) evening, Vavuniya police
said, His assistant at the shop, Mr Ramesh, was also injured in the
shooting. Ramesh has been taken to the Vavuniya General Hospi-
tal. His condition is not serious, hospital sources said. On Wednes-
day (22) M. Gunaratnam, another Vavuniya businessman who ran
a travel business was killed.

Valaichenai man knifed to death: Mar 25 - A young father of
two children was found knifed to death in Valaichenai on Saturday
(25) noon, Kalkuda Police said. The victim, Mr. Regikanth, re-
portedly was subjected to death threats previously. A group of
twenty armed men were waiting for Regikanth 300 meters from
Valaichenai Police station while he was cycling from Karuvakerni
towards his house in Kurinchinagar around 8:30 a.m. Mr.
Kulathunga Regikanth, 26, was a contractor engaged in post-
tsunami reconstruction of houses in Nasivanthivu area. TamilNet
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reported that relatives of the victim, named Kathirgamathamby
Jeyaseelan, known as Jeyanthan, a key operative of the Karuna
Group, behind the death threats issued against Regikanth.

Eight Navy men killed: Mar 26 - One officer and seven sailors
of a Sri Lanka Navy fast attack craft were feared dead after
suspected six Tamil Tigers in an apparent suicide operation blasted
an explosives-laden fishing trawler in the deep seas south of
Puttalam on 25 March. Eleven others including the commanding
officer, Lt. Cmdr. Chaminda Navaratne were rescued by fisher-
men. This was after their badly damaged FAC sank. They were
brought to the village of Batalangunduwa, south of Kalpitiya, A
Sri Lanka Air Force helicopter later airlifted them to Colombo.
The blast occured 17 nautical miles off Kuthiraimalai in Kalpitti,
145 km north of Colombo Saturday afternoon,

An official Government statement said that it was a “suicide
style operation” where the crew exploded the trawler “causing
significant damage.” A press statement issued by the Government
of Sri Lanka said that the “magnitude of the expolsion and the
damage it caused to the approaching Navy vessel indicated that
the trawler was transporting a large quantity of explosives.” The
statement added that it was a “suicide style operation” where the
crew exploded the trawler “causing significant damage.”

The sunken drown Dvora (431), a brand new fast attack craft
built by Colombo Dockyard together with another, was on patrol
in the deep sea waters south of Mannar. They were led by the
Navy’s gunboat “SLNS Jayasagara.” Their mission was to check
on attempts by trawlers to smuggle in defence supplies for the
LTTE after reports that a ship load was to head for Colombo last
Thursday.

This special search operation was the result of Wednesday’s
apprehension by the Navy of a multi-day fishing trawler with five
persons on board. Their interrogation revealed that three of them
were top LTTE intelligence operatives. In the recent past, there
have been several detections made by the SLN of fishing trawlers
bearing fictious Sinhala names transporting weapons towards the
Northern coast, the press statement said, stating that the explo-
sion carried out by the crew of the trawler causing damage to a
Naval vessel and claiming the lives of Navy personnel was a
violation of the ceasefire.

SLMM condemns attack: Mar 26 - Sri Lanka Monitoring Mis-
sion (SLMM) in a press release issued in Colombo Sunday con-
demned the attack on Sri Lanka Navy (SLN) in Kalpitti, and said
that the SLMM was conducting inquiries to establish the details of
the attack. While appealing to both parties to “refrain from
provocative acts,” the SLMM urged the Government of Sri Lanka
to “take the [paramilitary] matter seriously and not close their
eyes to armed elements that to our knowledge still operating in
Government controlled areas.”

Full text of the press release follows: The Sri Lanka Monitor-

ing Mission (SLMM) strongly condemns the attack on the Sri .

Lankan Navy vessel that took place off Kudiramalai Point,
Kalpitiya on the 25 March 2006. It is still too early to establish
exactly the details of the attack and the SLMM is currently con-
ducting inquiries. The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
have denied any involvement. However, based on SLMM’s previ-
ous experience during the period of the Ceasefire Agreement (CFA)
we feel that we cannot at this stage rule out their involvement.
The SLMM would like to urge the LTTE to extend their full
cooperation to both the Sri Lankan Government and the SLMM
on this matter in the hope that we can establish how this attack
came about and how such incidents can be avoided in the future,

There has been a dangerous escalation of violence taking
place over the last couple of weeks. This trend is extremely

worrying as the Parties prepare themselves to meet in Geneva for
a second round of talks in four weeks time,

Several serious incidents took place in Trincomalee Bay dur-
ing the last week resulting in exchange of fire between the Sri
Lankan Navy and the LTTE. The SLMM would like to stress that
both sides have shown lack of commitment and their actions
have been provocative and not in line with the spirit of the CFA.

The Sri Lankan Army has recently dismissed claims that armed
groups are operating in Government controlled areas. However,
based on SLMM’s monitoring activities and experience on the
ground the Mission does not share the this view and we would like
to urge the Government of Sri Lanka to take this matter seriously
and rtot close their eyes to armed elements that are to our knowl-
edge still operating in Government controlled areas.

Finally the SLMM would like to urge both Parties to refrain
from provocative acts and live up to the pledges they made in
Geneva by showing their true commitment to the CFA. If the
Parties do not take responsibility we fear that the situation could
become gradually worse resulting in an escalation beyond what we
had in December and January.

LTTE political office burnt: Mar 30 - The Arayampathi politi-
cal office of the LTTE located in the Sri Lanka Army (SLA)
controlled area in Kathankudy, Batticaloa, was set on fire on
Thursaday (30) morning by unidentified persons who had dam-
aged and robbed the things inside the office, said sources from
Kathankudy. This office had remained closed since the LTTE
cadres of the political wing withdrew from Sri Lanka Government
controlled areas, Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM) in
Batticaloa has been notifed of the incident, according to sources.

SLA arrests five in Vadamaradchy: April 2 - Sri Lanka Army
(SLA) soldiers cordoned and searched Vadamaradchy areas close
to the High Security Zone (HSZ) around 1st, 2nd and 3rd cross
streets in Point Pedro Sunday (2) early morning between 5 a.m,
and 10 a.m. and arrested five members of the same family and a
boarding student, accusing them of hiding arms, sources in Point
Pedro said. ‘

A. Krishnarajah, 47, his wife Kalavathi, 42, and children
Ranjini, 27, a student at Jaffna Technical College, Thivakumar,
21, student at Hartley College, and Vijeyaban, 20, another Hartley
student were arrested early morning. Details of another student
staying with that family who was also arrested are not known,
They were taken to the SLA Brigade 52-4 for investigations.
Mother Kalavathi and daughter Ranjini were released in the after-
noon.

SLA officials said that the operation was carried out after
they received information on the presence of armed groups in the
area. A T-56 rifle and 281 rounds of ammunition along with a
length of wire hidden in a house were recovered by troops in a
search and clear operation in Point Pedro, the Military said. In
separate operations in Jaffna and Vavuniya, nearly 120 anti-per-
sonnel mines were recovered and destroyed by the army, the
Military claimed.

Two Karuna group cadres wounded: April 5§ - Two Karuna
Group paramilitary cadres were wounded in Panichchankerni, 60
km north of Batticaloa, Wednesday (5) around 5:30 p.m., when
the Tigers launched a counter-attack on the paramilitary cadres
penetrating into the LTTE controlled area, reports said. A key
paramilitary operative, Chooty, wounded in his stomach was trans-
ported to the Kirimichchai SLA camp in a motorbike which the
withdrawing paramilitary cadres hijacked from a civilian travel-
ler. The retreating group was reportedly armed with mortars and
automatic-rifles. Panichchankerni is a village in the LTTE con-
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trolled region in Batticaloa north.

LTTE cadre killed in the east: April 6 - A Tamil Tigers cadre,
Lt. Arulanantham, was killed Wednesday (5) evening by artillery
fire from Sri Lanka Army position in Mankerni, Trincomalee
District Political Head of the LTTE, S. Elilan, said in a letter to
Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM), The artillery fire was
used by the Sri Lanka Army (SLA) when the Tiger cadres counter
attacked a group of 40 armed men who launched an attack on a
LTTE sentry post in Panichchankerni. Two paramilitary cadres
were wounded. Sri Lanka Army troopers also took part in the 40
member attack group, alleged Mr. Elilan in his letter to the SLMM.
The SLA has denied any involvement in the alleged incident.

Vigneswaran shot dead in Trincomalee: April 7 -
MTr.Vanniasingham Vigneswaran, President of the Trincomalee
District Tamil Peoples’ Forum (TDTPF) was shot dead Friday (7)
around 9.30 a.m. by an unidentified person when he was about to
enter the main branch of the Bank of Ceylon (BoC) located along
Inner Harbor Road in Trincomalee. Mr. Vigneswaran, aged 51, was
father of three children.

The assassination of the key Tamil activist has taken place
when the Tamil National Alliance (TNA) was about to announce
the appointment of Mr. Vigneswaran as the national list Parlia-
mentarian, the position last held by Joseph Pararajasingham MP
who was slain in Batticaloa on Christmas eve, TNA sources said.
Tension prevailed in Trincomalee town following the assassina-
tion. The TDTPF under the leadership of Mr.Vigneswaran has
been spearheading the campaign for the removal of the contro-
versial Buddha statue, which was erected in a land close to the
Trincomalee central bus stand last year.
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According to SLMM sources, the body of Mr.Vigneswaran
was found lying on the ground about fifteen feet from the main
gate inside the premises of the bank branch. Two gupshot injuries
were found on the body, one through the head and other abdomen.
The death was instantaneous.

Two home guards shot dead: April 7 - Two Muslim Home
guards, Salmaan Pitchaikutty Adambava,34, and Seyyad Buhari
Saheed, 30, were shot dead by two unidentified armed men on a
motorcycle, Friday (7) morning around 7:00 a.m., at Kudapahuna,
Welikanda police said. The killed home guards, returning home
after night duty, were waylaid and shot by the gunmen who fled
the scene after the shooting. The military blamed the Tamil
Tigers for the killings.

Soldier and civilian injured in mine attack: April 8 - A Sri
Lanka Army (SLA) soldier, and a civilian were wounded in a
Claymore landmine attack on a SLA truck in Neerveli in Jaffna
around 4:40 p.m. on Saturday (8). The civilian wounded in the
Claymore explosion, S. Sithamparanadarajah, 60, was admitted at
the Jaffna Hospital by the SLA soldiers. Several civilians were
assaulted by SLA troops at Puththur and Neervely junctions fol-
lowing the explosion. A large number of troops were deployed and
security was tightened in the area. Road traffic were diverted
through Rasa Veethy for nearly 2 hours.

In the meantime, sources in Colombo said one SLA soldier
was killed in a firefight that erupted at Selvanagar in Thoppur in
Muttur Division of the Trincomalee district around 1:45 p.m.

Two Karuna cadres shot, injured: April 9 - Ajith, and another
paramilitary cadre belonging to Karuna group were shot by sus-
pected LTTE gunmen while they were travelling through
Karuvaakerni towards Valaichenai at 6.30 p.m., Sunday (9), sources
in Batticaloa said. Both were taken in Jeeps belonging to Valaichenia
police, under heavy security, and have been admitted to Batticaloa
Hospital, according to hospital sources. Karuvakerni is located
about 32 km North of Batticaloa town.

5 SLA soldiers, 2 NGO workers killed in landmine attack:
April 10 - Five Sri Lanka Army (SLA) soldiers travellingina SLA
truck and two Tamil humanitarian workers belonging to Human
Development Centre (HUDEC), who were riding in a vehicle that
was overtaking the SLA truck, were killed when a Claymore land
mine fixed to a lamp post was exploded Monday (10} afternoon
by suspected LTTE attackers on A9 Road at Mirusuvil, 9 km
northeast of Chavakachcheri, police in Chavakacheri said. Two
more SLA soldiers and two more HUDEC staffers were also in-
jured in the Claymore explosion.

The HUDEC staff killed in the explosion were ldentlf ed as
Mr. Pathmanathan and Mr. Pradeep. Mr. Patkunanathan and Mr.
Ajanthan, were rushed to Chavakacheri Hospital. SLA soldiers
wounded in the attack were transferred to Palalay Military Hospi-
tal, SLA sources said. HUDEC is the social arm of the Catholic
Church of Jaffna, which networks at Parish level across the Jaffna
Peninsula and the Vanni working with the disadvantaged for the
alleviation of poverty, ignorance and social oppression.

12 SLN troopers killed in landmine attack: April 11 - At
least 12 Sri Lanka Navy (SLN) troopers were killed in a Claymore
land mine attack by suspected Tamil Tigers that targetted an SLN
convoy in Thampalakamam near 9th Mile Post on Trincomalee-
Habarana Road Tuesday (11) around 1:15 p.m. Eight more SLN
personnel were seriously wounded in the same attack. Two British
nationals also were wounded when their vehicle was also caught in
the blast. The ambushed vehicle, a bus in the SLN convoy, was
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transporting SLN sailors from Trincomalee to Habarana, The
wounded British nationals were admitted to Kanthalai hospital.

Ten sailors killed, nine injured in mine blast: April 11 -
Ten sailors and a civilian driver were killed and nine others injured
when a Navy convoy was caught up in yet another LTTE clay-
more mine, in Thampalagamuwa on the Trincomalee- Habarana
road on Tuesday (11), Navy Spokesman Commander D. K. P.
Dassanayake told the media. Among the injured were a female
British national whose van passed the spot at the exact time the
blast occurred, travelling in the opposite direction. She was subse-
quently airlifted to Anuradhapura. Her husband, a Sri Lankan hold-
ing a ‘British passport too was injured. The Navy convoy was
transporting sailors from Habarana to Trincomalee. They were
leaving for home for the New Year vacation, the spokesman
added.

The incident occurred around 1.15 p.m. Nine sailors admitted
to the Kantale hospital were later airlifted to Colombo and
Anuradhapura hospitals, military sources said. The LTTE attack
on the Navy convoy came hours before the funeral of the slain
Tamil People’s Forum leader V. Vigneshwaran was due to take
place in Trincomalee. Trincomalee DIG Rohan Abeywardena said
the situation in Trincomalee remained calm prior to the funeral.

Two policemen killed in landmine attack: April 12 - Two
policemen were killed and two others injured when their jeep hit
a claymore landmine fixed on a tree at fifteenth mile post near
Kumburupiddy, about 30 km north of Trincomalee town on
Trincomalee-Pulmoddai road on Wednesday (12) morning around
8.45 a.m. The injured were taken to Trincomalee general hospi-
tal. The victims were on their way to Trincomalee to buy provi-
sions for policemen when they were ambushed, a police official
said. “Two men were killed on the spot and the other two in the
truck were injured,” he said. The dead were identified as Sergeant
(driver) Liyanage and Sergeant Abeysiri, The wounded were iden-
tified as Kamalsiri and Wasantha. Police headquarters said that
they were all attached to the Kuchchuveli police mess. The blast
has been blamed on the LTTE.

Bomb explosion triggers mob violence: April 12 — Nine ci-
vilians and a soldier belonging to the SLA were killed and scores of
others were injured when a bomb reportedly planted by the Tigers
exploded in the busy vegetable market located on Central Road in
the heart of Trincomalee around 4 pm. Soon after the incident,
generalized anti-Tamil violence broke out with mobs running riot
in orgy of violence against innocent civilians and vehicles, shops
and businesses being set ablaze. Within a short time of violence
breaking out Trincomalee hospital sources said that there were at
least ten dead and 40 were injured and police had also declared an
indefinite curfew to clear the streets. Police said that the streets
were being cleared of the mobs but tension was still high.

The government dispatched a ministerial team headed by
Rohitha Bogollagama IGP Chandra Fernando and a team,of doc-
tors Trincomalee hours after the outbreak of violence official
sources said. The Indian Prime Minister Dr.Manmohan Singh said
he was concerned about the happenings in Trincomalee and con-
tacted President Mahinda Rajapakse and assured him he would
give his fullest assistance to defuse the situation.

US condemns ‘terrorist attacks’: April 12 - The United States
has condemned the “recent terrorist attacks carried out by the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) against the armed
forces of Sri Lanka,” A press release issued in Colombo on April
12 said, “The United States condemns in the strongest possible
terms the recent terrorist attacks carried out by the Liberation

Tigers of Tami! Eelam (LTTE) against the armed forces of Sri
Lanka. Our sympathies are with the families of the victims. The
U.S. calls upon the LTTE to cease these violent attacks, to return
to the cease-fire implementation talks and to engage construc-
tively in the search for a political solution. The U.S, commends
the continued restraint of the Government in the face of these
provocations.

The U.S. also condemns other recent incidents of violence,
in particular the April 7 murder of Mr. V. Vigneswaran in
Trincomalee. The U.S. calls upon both the LTTE and the GSL to
fulfill the commitments they made at the February talks in Ge-
neva and to take all possible steps to build a positive atmosphere
for future talks.”

Japan condemns acts of violence: April 12 - The Government
of Japan is seriously concerned with the recent escalation of
violence in the North and East of Sri Lanka, including the clay-
more attack against the Navy bus on Tuesday in Thambalagamam
Trincomalee which claimed eleven lives while injuring many oth-
ers. The Government of Japan condemns in its strongest terms
such acts of violence, a press release issued by the Japanease
Embassy in Sri Lanka said.

It has been noted that the latest attacks took place no sooner
than the Ambassadors of Co-chairs visited Kilinochchi on Mon-
day and stressed the absolute importance of fulfilling commit-
ments to stop violence, which was stated at the first round of
Geneva talks on the implementation of Ceasefire Agreement.

Against the background of the latest violence: it is all the
more urgent that both parties will hold the 2nd round of talks in
Geneva from 19th April to uphold and strengthen the Ceasefire
Agreement so as to put an end to such violence.

Kayts youth found shot to death: April 12 - A twenty six year
old youth who works as a minibus driver was found shot to death
at his mother’s house in Kayts Wednesday (12) morning, sources
in Jaffna said. Thambu Gopalasingham was alone in his house
when. the incident happened. Mr Gopalasingham’s mother, who
was away visiting one of her relatives, found the body of her son,
with hands tied behind his back, with injuries from severe beating
and with gun shot wounds at her home in Paruthiyaddaippu in
northern Kayts, when she returned home, sources said.

Intelligence officer shot: April 12 - Gunmen shot and seri-
ously wounded a senior Sri Lanka Army Military Intelligence
officer, Kumara, 38, and his Muslim associate Gajan Ali in front
of a house the officer used to visit frequently in Mancholai, 5
kiliometers from Miravodai SLA camp in eastern Sri Lanka around
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday (12). The victim is reported to be an
experienced intelligence officer and the military blamed the LTTE
for the attack on him. Kumara was transferred to Colombo in
serious condition, SLA sources said.

Three shot dead in Thenmaradchi: April 13 - A jewellery shop
owner from Chavakachcheri in northern Sri Lanka, a mini-trac-
tor owner from Sarasalai and a tailor shop owner from Usan,
Mirusuvil, were shot and killed in three separate shooting inci-
dents by unidentified gunmen on Thursday (13). Panchadcharam
Kirupakaran, 36, who owns the jewellery shop, “Saranga,” in
Jaffna town was gunned down in front of his house located on
Kandy Road (A9) in Chavakachcheri. His body has been taken to
Jaffna Teaching Hospital for postmortem examinations, hospital
sources said. The second victim, a mini-tractor Landmaster owner
was identified as Chinniah Thaya from Manthuvil. The third
victim gunned down in Thenmaradchi was identified as Selvaratnam
Vijayakumar, 28, a tailor shop owner from Usan, Mirusuvil. The
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LTTE has blamed ‘paramilitary cadres working with the Sri Lanka
Army (SLA) intelligence’ for the killings, but the military has
denied any involvement.

LTTE auxiliary cadre killed: April 13 - An auxiliary cadre of
the Liberation Tigers was killed and another auxiliary cadre
wounded in a Claymore attack allegedly carried out by a Sri Lanka
Army deep penetration group. The attack took place Thursday
(13) at 8:15 a.m. inside the LTTE controlled Semamadu village in
Nedunkerni, Vavuniya North, LTTE sources reportedly said. The
auxiliary cadres were transporting breakfast supplies to the LTTE
sentry points, when their vehicle was targeted by the attackers.

LTTE cadre killed in ambush: April 13 - A LTTE cadre,
Ithayaventhan, was killed Thursday (13) around 8:45 a.m. when
alleged Karuna group members launched an ambush inside the
LTTE controlled Vakaneri, 40 km north of Batticaloa. LTTE
officials in Batticaloa reportedly claimed that the paramilitary
cadres were assisted by SLA soldiers who fired mortar shells when
the Tigers launched a counter-attack on the retreating group of
paramilitary men. Sri Lanka Army sources, denying their involve-
ment, claimed that two Tiger cadres were killed and four LTTE
cadres were wounded the attack. The SLA source further claimed
that a T-56 rifle was recovered by the Karuna Group.

Claymore blast kills 2 civilians: April 13 - Two civilians were
killed in a claymore mine blast in Mullikulam, northwest of
Vavuniya on Thursday (13). While the military spokesman blamed
the LTTE for the death of the civilians in the attack, LTTE
sources blamed Sri Lanka Army’s Deep Penetration Unit for the
attack.

Mine blast hits SLA bus: April 14 - Two Sri Lanka Army (SLA)
soldiers were injured when the bus in which they were traveling
was hit by a claymore mine blast at Allesgarden, about 3 km.
north of Trincomalee, Friday (14). The blast occured on the
Trincomalee-Nilaveli road, around 2.30 p.m. The civilian driver
of the SLA bus and two by-standers were also injured in the blast.
The claymore mine was fixed on the bicycle, said SLA military
spokesman in Colombo.

Muslim trader shot dead in Jaffna: April 14 - A Muslim trader
was shot dead by unidentified gumen at Muneeswaram road in the
center of Jaffna town, around 2.15 p.m., Friday (14), police and
medical sources said. Junaid Mohammed Aziz, 25, was seriously
wounded with gun shot injuries in his stomach. He succumbed to
his injuries at the Jaffna teaching hospital, medical sources said.
Mr Aziz is from Colombo and was temporarily living in Jaffna.

Grenade attack on SLA sentry in Jaffna: April 14 - A Sri
Lanka Army (SLA) sentry post near Sivan temple on the KKS
road in Jaffna town was attacked with a hand grenade, around 7.30
p.m., Friday (14), Jaffna Police said. No casualities were reported.
The attackers, riding a motorcycle lobbed a grenade on the sentry
post, Police sources said. The troops cordoned off and searched
the area. However, no arrests were made, according to the sources.

Residents flee fearing communal clashes: April 15 - Fear-
ing fresh outbreak of communal violence, a large number of Sinhala
and Tamil families vacated Mihindupura, Anandakulam, Sinhapura
at 5th mile post, Thorankadu, Selvanagar and Ambuwelipuram,
according to reports from Trincomalee. According to these
sources, violent scenes erupted after suspected LTTE men killed
a Sinhala youth, identified as Isanka Kumara, a resident of
Mihindupura, when he was selling bread at Ambuwelipuram on

Friday (14) morning. The killing triggered attacks in Thorankadu
and Ambuwelipuram.

LTTE cancels sea travel: April 15 — The LTTE cancelled the
sea-transportation of their Acting Commanders to Eastern dis-
trict Saturday (15) morning from Vanni after getting on board the
ferry. The Tiger officials “spotted suspicious movment of four
Sri Lanka Navy attack vessels issuing instructions to the ferry
over VHF Marine Radio,” said Director of the LTTE Peace Sec-
retariat S. Puleedevan from Mullaithivu shore. *“We were forced
to cancel the transportation of Acting Commanders at the last
moment after the breach of agreed procedure,” Mr. Puleedevan
said. Eastern Commanders of the LTTE were scheduled to travel
to Vanni on the same ferry.

SLMM officials were on board the ferry which was scheduled
to transport the acting commanders of the LTTE to Eastern
District before transporting the Eastern Commanders Col. Sornam
and Col. Bhanu to Vanni,

Landmine attack kills 5 SLA soldiers, 10 wounded: April
15 - Five Sri Lanka Army (SLA) soldiers were killed and 10 wounded
in a claymore landmine attack by suspected Tamil Tigers on a Sri
Lanka Army vehicle in front of Joseph camp in Vavuniya, at
12:25 p.m. on Saturday (15), police sources said. The SLA bus was
carrying soldiers from Pampaimadu Vanni SF HQ. The claymore
was fixed to a two-wheel tractor parked on the road side, at
Mundrumuirippu in Vavuniya. Four of the Sri Lanka Army sol-
diers who were seriously wounded were taken to the Vavuniya
hospital. One of them is in critical condition, medical sources
said. The others were taken to military hospital.

In a separate incident, A Sri Lanka Army (SLA) soldier was

injured in a granade attack on a road post near Chavakachcheri
Hindu College on the A-9 high way in the Thenmaradchi sector of
the Jaffna peninsula at 1.30 p.m., on Saturday (15).
LTTE cadre, civilian killed in Claymore blast: April 15 - An
LTTE cadre and a civilian were killed when the motocycle in
which they were riding was hit by a claymore blast on Palampitty
road, in Thatchanamaruthamadu in LTTE controlled area, around
1.30 p.m., on Saturday (15), LTTE sources in Mannar said.
Isaivanan (LTTE member) and Nakuleswaran were reportedly
killed on the spot.

Trader shot dead in Vadamaradchy: April 15 - Thevarajah
Mariyathas, 26, a trader from Vadamaradchy, Point Pedro was
shot dead at 4.40 p.m. on Saturday (15) by unknown gunmen who
arrived in two motorbikes and fired at the the local business estab-
lishment owned by the deceased, sources in Jaffna said.
Mariyathas’s father was also seriously injured during the shoot-
ing. The killing took place in Manal Olungai (Sand Lane), in
Munai area Vadamaradchy. Injured father, K. Thevarajah, 58, was
first taken to the Manthikai General Hospital and later trans-
ferred to Jaffna Teaching Hospital in serious condition, hospital
sources said.

2 SLAF personnel killed Claymore mine attack: April 15 -
Two Sri Lanka Air Force personnel were killed and one was wounded
when a Claymore mine hit their Jeep in Kappalthurai, located
about 10 km from east port town along Trincomalee-Colombo
trunk road, military sources in Colombo said. The attack was
reported around 7:30 p.m. Saturday.

Soldier killed in Claymore attack: April 16 - One of the two
Sri Lanka Army (SLA) soldiers wounded in a Claymore attack
Sunday (16) morning in Mattuvil, Thenmaradchi in Jaffna, suc-
cumbed to his wounds, SLA sources said. The attackers also fired
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gunshots after the explosion of a small type anti-personnel Clay-
more mine, according to SLA sources. The attackers targeted a
group of SLA soldiers on road patrol west of Kanakampuliyadi
junction.

Trinco fishermen complain of attacks: April 16 - A fisherman
rescued by the navy on Saturday (15) as he was drifting off
Mullaitivu has claimed that LTTE cadres attacked him and a
colleague off Salliamman as they were fishing last Thursday (13).
The rescued man identified as Meera has claimed that four LTTE
cadres had come in a boat. Two of them had boarded the fishing
craft and attacked Meera and Raju. According to him Raju had
been pushed out of the fishing craft and the attackers moved away
after removing their 15 horse power OBM. Military sources said
that Meera’s craft had been detected by a Fast Attack Craft de-
ployed off Mullaitivu. He was brought to Trincomalee.

Bus timekeeper shot in Vavuniya: April 16 — Suspected LTTE
gunmen shot and wounded Mr. JW Dhanasri, a timekeeper em-
ployed at Vavuniya private bus services union, at 8:50 a.m. on
Sunday (16). The incident took place in in the heart of the town
where security was beefed up following the Claymore attack on
the previous day. Reportedly Dhasiri, a Sinhala person who is
fluent in Tamil, was targeted because of the LTTE’s suspicion
that he allegedly had close links with the Army Intelligence in the
town,

UNICEF asks Tigers to release children: April 17 - Following
the killing of an LTTE child soldier in a mine explosion in the
North, on the eve of the Sinhala-Tamil New Year (13), UNICEF
has condemned the LTTE’s practice of child conscription and
called upon it to release all such recruits in its ranks. The UN’s
children body said in a statement: “UNICEF deeply regrets the
death of a 17 year-old child in the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) auxiliary killed on 13 April in a reported claymore
mine incident in North Vavuniya. This incident underlines the
risks children are exposed to when used in direct combat or in
support roles such as delivery of supplies. Recruitment of chil-
dren is a direct violation of their right to protection from vio-
lence. UNICEF calls on the LTTE to immediately release all
under-age recruits within its ranks and to cease recruitment of
children. UNICEF conveys its condolences to the family for their
loss.”

Four soldiers killed, 11 wounded in mine attack: April 17
- Four Sri Lanka Army (SLA) soldiers were killed and 10 wounded
when a Claymore mine fixed to a three-wheeler parked along the
Vavuniya-Mannar road at Veppankulam, 2.6 km nortwest of
Vavuniya targetted an SLA vehicle, police sources in Vavuniya
said. A civilian was also wounded in the attack that took place
around 8:50 a.m. on Monday (17). The soldiers at the site opened
fire for more than 10 minutes and the road remained blocked for
all traffic, civilian sources said.

The wounded civilian, Mr. Nagarajah, 35, was admitted to
Vavuniya hospital. Soldiers wounded in the incident were trans-
ferred to Colombo, according to medical sources. A security guard
at Vavuniya hospital, Mr. Thayaroopan, was arrested by the Sri
Lankan forces allegedly for taking photographs of the incident.

16-year-old killed, two civilians and soldier injured: April
17 - A 16-year old boy, who was standing outside his house suc-
cumbed to shrapnel wounds, caused by a Claymore mine explo-
sion outside his house in Chavakacheri. A Sri Lanka Army (SLA)
soldier was wounded in the explosion. The Claymore blast took
place, 200 meters from the SLA Chavakacheri Command (52

Division) on Post office road in Chavakachcheri, around 9 a.m.,
on Monday (17). The dead body of the 16-year old school boy,
Atputharasa Sureshkumar, who succumbed to his wounds after the
Claymore attack outside his house, was lying at Jaffna Hospital.
The other two wounded civilians, Krishnan Thiruchelvam, 30,
and Sivapalan Thileepan, 35, were admitted at the Intensive Care
Unit of Jaffna teaching hospital, medical sources said.

Shop owner shot dead: April 17 - Four gunrﬁen riding in two
motorbikes entered an electric shop located on A9 Road at Meesalai
in Thenmaradchi and gunned down Mr. Ramalingam Sakilan, 30,
the owner of the shop, around 11:30 a.m., on Monday (17). The
victim’s father, Mr. Ramalingam, who was at the site when gun-
men entered the shop, reportedly accused involvement of Sri
Lankan Army soldiers in the killing of his son.

Four wounded in Claymore attack: April 17 - Two Sri Lanka

Air Force (SLAF) personnel, a SLAF officer’s wife and her daugh-

ter, were wounded when a SLAF vehicle in a Sri Lanka Army

(SLA) convoy was hit by a Claymore landmine on Monday (17)

at 12:30 p.m. at Korakallimadu in Kiran in eastern Sri Lanka,

police said. The injured persons were transferred to Colombo in a

special helicopter. The military convoy was heading towards

Polonnaruwa from Batticaloa when it became a target for the .
landmine attack.

One killed, two shot, injured: April 17 — Mr. Easan, 24, from -
Santhiveli in Batticaloa area was shot dead inside his home at
2.30 p.m. on Monday (17), by gunmen who reportedly arrived in
a car. Santhiveli is located about 20 km north of Batticaloa town
and is under the Eravur Police district.

In another incident, unidentified attackers riding in a van
shot two young men in front of Karuvakerni school in Valachenai,
32 km north of Batticaloa town on Monday (17) around 9:45
a.m., Police said. Kanapathipillai Koneswaran, 24, and Kunapal
Suresh, 24, were standing in front of the school talking with their .
friends when unidentified attackers riding in a van shot at the
youths,

Grenade attack army chekpost in Vavuniya: April 17 - A Sri
Lanka policeman was killed and two wounded when suspected
Tamil Tigers lobbed a grenade into a Sri Lanka Army and Police
checkpost in Poonthottam, Vavuniya at 9:30 p.m. on Monday
(17). SLA soldiers and policemen opened fire and blocked all
traffic. Telephone lines remained cut in the area. Tension pre-
vailed in the area following the incident.

Body found in Vavuniya: April 18 - The body of a young man,
with his hands tied behind and blindfolded, was found at
Mathavuvaithakulam, in Vavuniya, on Tuesday 18. Vavuniya
Police said the man was knifed to death, The victim is believed to
be in his early 30’s, according to the police. His throat had been
slit, and there was cut injuries on the head, the police said. The
body was found about 400 metres from the site where a SLA
vehicle was hit by a claymore blast on Saturday (15).

Three Karuna group cadres killed, one captured: April 18 -
Three suspected Karuna group cadres who were on a penetration
mission into the LTTE controlled area in Pendukalsenai, west of
Kiran in Batticaloa district, were killed when Tigers launched a
counter-attack on the attacking group, LTTE’s Kudumbimalai *
area coordinator Oliyan told media on Tuesday (18). He said one
one of the attackers was captured by the LTTE.

Mutilated bodies of three civilians found: April 18 - Three
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civilians who went hunting into Periyamadu jungle on Thursday
(13) from LTTE controlled Puliyankulam were found dead Mon-
day (17), LTTE sources said. Villagers in the area have seen five
men wearing dark clothes, leaving the Periyamadu jungle towards
no-man zone on Friday (14). The victims died of blood loss
caused by cut wounds, according to coroner’s report. Periyamadu
jungle is located 7 km north of the SLA checkpost in Omanthai in
northern Sri Lanka. Thiyagarajah Koneswaran, 32, Sivasambu
Navanthirarajah, 36, and Sivaguru Rajalingam, 34, of Periyamadu
in Puliyankulam had reportedly gone hunting with four dogs in
the Periyamadu jungle in Puliyankulam on 13 April 2006 at 11:00
a.m. Three of the dogs had returned the same day without the
men.

Mason killed in the east: April 18 - A 23-years old mason at
Mavadivembu on Monday (17) evening around 6:30 p.m. at his
mother’s house while he was having a meal. Mavadivembu is
located 22 km northwest of Batticaloa town. The victim,
Thiyagarasa Thaskumar, 23, a father to a child, had returned to
his village Mavadivembu on 6th April, after having worked in the
LTTE controlled area.

Man shot dead in Jaffna: April 18 - Unknown gunmen shot
dead a 27-year old youth in Koyathottam area near Jaffna town
at 4 p.m. on Tuesday (18). Balachandran Reginald Rosan from
1st Cross street was visiting his grandmother’s house located in
Puthu Veethi, Koyathottam, when the gunmen reportedly en-
tered the residence and shot him at close range, His body with
four gunshot wounds has been taken to the Jaffna Teaching Hos-
pital for postmortem examinations.

Australia commends Govt’s patience: April 18 - Australia
has commended the government for not retaliating in the face of
LTTE violence and continuing to call for a negotiated settlement
to the conflict.

A media release issued by Foreign Minister Alexender Downer
said: “The Australian Govemnment strongly condemns the recent
violence in Sri Lanka, particularly the attacks on Sri Lankan
security forces personnel and civilians in the north and east.
Australia similarly condemns the murder in Trincomalee on 7
April of the Tamil political figure Mr. V. Vigneswaran,

“Australia calls on the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) to cease the indiscriminate attacks on members of the
security forces and civilians.

“Australia commends the Government of Sri Lanka for not
retaliating in kind and in continuing to call for a negotiated solu-
tion to the conflict. “Australia welcomes the commitment ex-
pressed by the Government of Sri Lanka to engage in talks with
the LTTE and calls on the LTTE to desist from further acts of
provocation and to engage constructively in future peace talks.
“Australia further calls on both the LTTE and the Government
of Sri Lanka to abide by the commitments made at the 22-23
February talks in Geneva and to work towards strengthening the
ceasefire and building confidence of all parties.”

Trinco curfew continues: April 19 - A curtailed night police
curfew was imposed in Trincomalee on Tuesday (18), amid a few
minor incidents reported during the day. Life was apparently re-
turning to normalcy with many shops and market places opening
for business as usual, The 6 pm to 6 am police curfew which
continued from last week due to the outbreak of communal vio-
lence was reduced to eights hours — from 8 pm to 4 am. Police said

an unidentified man hurled a hand grenade at an Air Force sentry
point in Gandhinagar area in the afternoon but there were no
reports of casualties.

SLMM on land mine attacks: April 19 - The chief Swedish
cease-fire monitor blamed the LTTE for the recent spate of land
mine blasts that have killed dozens in Sri Lanka and imperiled a
four-year-old, Norwegian-brokered truce. In an interview with
The Associated Press, retired Swedish General,'Ulf Henricsson,
said while he couldn’t be completely certain the LTTE was re-
sponsible for all of the mine attacks, it was likely they were to
blame for most. “If I look into the pattern and whole series of
mine blasts, I would ... rule this as a serious violation by the
LTTE,” Henricsson said. “I can’t prove every explosion to one
single party, (but) the blasts directed toward the army, (I’'m) quite
sure that it could not be launched by any organisation other than
the LTTE.”

Five civilians shot and killed in Puthur, Jaffna: April 19 -
The dead bodies with gunshot wounds of five villagers were found
in an open wasteland at Vatharavathai, Puthur, 13 km north-east
of Jaffna. Three dead bodies were found together and the other
two were found 200 meters away by the villagers Wednesday (19)
morning. The victims were identified as Kandasamy Gowribalan,
32, a Municipal Council official, Balasubramaniam Kannathasan,
27, Sellappu Kamalathasan, 25, an electrical mechanic, Mahadevan
Kishokumar, 20, a farmer and Thangarajah Raveendran, 27, an
auto-rikshaw driver who went searching for the missing persons.
Reportedly the five civilians on their way home in an auto-
rickshaw were taken into custody by soldiers belonging to the
SLA, taken into the nearby army camp and later brought them
out to an open terrain and gunned them down on 18 April. Army
spokesman denied any involvement of soldiers in the killings.

Mine attack injures 2 Navy men: April 19 - Two Sri Lanka
Navy personnel were wounded in a landmine blast at Vankalaipadu
on the A-14 main road in Mannar, around 11 a.m.on Wednesday
(19). The sailors were travelling in a water-bowzer when they
were attacked by suspected Tamil Tigers. .

Korean national injured in claymore blast: April 19 - Lan
Lee, a 51 years old Korean citizen, was injured when the pickup
truck he was travelling in at the Vavuniya Aluthgama junction
came under a landmine attack at 12 noon Wednesday (19) by
suspected Tamil Tigers. The Korean victim was taken to Vavuniya
teaching hospital, but his injuries were not considered life threat-
ening, according to hospital sources. Mr Lee ran a quarry business
in partnership with Mr Jayasinghe in the Mahakachchakodiya
area, sources said.

Teenager injured in grenade attack: April 19 - Gunam
Gunaseelan, 17, was injured in a grenade attack by unknown as-
sailants near Arasady junction in Batticaloa at 8.40 p.m. on Tues-
day (18) and was admitted to the Batticaloa Teaching Hospital,
hospital sources said. Batticaloa police said the grenade attack
took place in front of the Hindu temple and that they were
conducting investigations into the incident.

Jaffna trader shot dead: April 19 - Two motorbike riding gun-
men shot and killed a shop owner at Kondavil junction, 7 km
northeast of Jaffna town around 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday (19).
The gunmen reportedly called the business owner to come out of
the shop, opened fire on the victim and fled the site in their
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motorbike. The victim, Mr. Ambikaipahan Thambapillai, a long
time owner of a grocery shop in Kondavil Junction on Palaly
Road, is from Palanyandavar Road in Kondavil East.

Two bodies with bullet wounds found: April 20 - Two bodies
with severe cut wounds and gunshot injuries were found on Thurs-
day (20) morning around 6 a.m. in Kuttinagar area in
Maharambaikulam Vavuniya by local residents, sources in Vavuniya
said. The faces were covered with black cloth and gagged with duct
tape, according to sources. The identities of the killers and the
victims are not yet known. A leaflet with print “Tamil Nationa
Army Puthukulam, Vavuniya” was reportedly found under the
legs of one of the victims, sources said. Maharamabaikulam is
located 4 km Northeast of Vavuniya town.

EPDP member gunned down: April 20 - Unidentified gunmen
shot and killed a senior memberof Eelam Peoples Democratic
Party (EPDP) at Batticaloa public market around 8:45 a.m. on
Thursday (20). Gunmen had used a 9 mm handgun to kill the
victim. He was hit by 6 bullets in his head and abdomen, Police
said. The EPDP member, identified as Sellathurai Sivakumar, 33,
is from New Boundary Road, Urani in eastern Batticaloa.
Sivakumar, a father of 3 children, had re-joined the group after
being abroad in middle east for two years. The EPDP has blamed
the LTTE for the killing.

Three claymore mine attacks in Batticaloa: April 20 - Three
claymore attacks targetting Sri Lankan forces were reported Thurs-
day (20) morning in Batticaloa. Two Sri Lanka Army (SLA) sol-
diers were wounded in one attack in Urani 3 km northwest of
Batticaloa town.where a claymore mine was fixed to a boat. In
another incident reported at 8:00 a.m., a claymore attack at
Koddaikallar, 28 km southeast and Puthukudiyiruppu, aimed at a
road clearing patrol of 15 Sri Lankan Special Task Force (STF)
troopers, missed it’s target. Another claymore attack targetted a
road patrol of the Sri Lanka Army (SLA) soldiers at
Puthukudiyiruppu, 11 km southeast of Batticaloa town, around
9:30 a.m. No casualties were reported in Puthukudiyiruppu clay-
more incident. A SLA lorry that left Batticaloa at 11:00 a.m. and
heading towards Polonnaruwa, was damaged in the blast.

Fish-trader shot dead in Jaffna: April 20 - Two unknown
gunmen shot dead a fish-trader who ran fish market in Chulipuram
in Valikamam Southwest in Jaffna district around 9:00 a.m. on
Thursday (20). The gunmen arrived in a motorbike, requested the
trader to come out of the building, and escaped after shooting the
trader at close range. Reportedly, this is the 17th killing to take
place in Jaffna within a period of one week, The victim, Mr.
Thavasi Thavachandran, 35, is from Kalladi, Chulipuram.

Violence breaks out after Claymore attacks: April 21 - A
home guard was killed and a policeman was injured in a claymore
mine attack at 58th colony, Dehiwatte, in Trincomalee district
on Friday (21) around 8.40 a.m. The claymore mine, fixed to the
fence of a coconut field, targeted a road patrol of home guards on
Dehiwatte-Kiliveddy Road. In another incident on the same day,
two policemen were killed and two others were injured when a
claymore mine hit a police jeep at Thanganagar village in Seruvila
division in Trincomalee district around 2:00 p.m. Following these
attacks, violence broke out in which a Tamil farmer was hacked
to death and several houses were set on fire when Sinhala thugs
armed with knives and clubs attacked villagers of Menkamam, a

traditional Tamil village in the Seruvila division in Trincomalee.

Muslim man shot dead, spouse injured: April 21 - Unknown
gunmen gained forced entry into the home of a Muslim couple in
the Manipuram area of Vavuniya and shot dead the Muslim owner
of the house at 8 p.m. on Thursday (21), sources in Vavuniya said.
His wife also sustained gunshot wounds and was admitted to the
Vavuniya Teaching Hospital. Ilum Nizar, 35, did not open the
house when the gunmen knocked at his home. The gunmen broke
the main door and entered the house and sprayed bullets at Nizar
before escaping. His wife Nizar Babee was seriously injured in the
attack, Vavuniya police said. Manipuram is located 7 km North
west of Vavuniya town.

Three dead bodies yet to be identified: April 21 - Kathankudy
police, recovered the body of a middle-aged male at Kallady beach
in Batticaloa Thursday (20) night around 7.30 p.m, The police
estimated the age of the deceased to be around 35 years. On
information received from the public, the police rushed to the
scene and brought the body to Kathankudy hespital, for identifi-
cation.

Meanwhile, the body of a youth with bullet wounds, recov-
ered by Kathankudy police on the [8th April from the -
Poonochchimunai cemetery in Kallady and another body of a
youth around 17 years, recovered by the Kathankudy police on
the 11th of April from Veloor in Kallady, were being kept in the
mortuary of the Batticaloa Teaching hospital, according to the
police who appealed to the public to provide information to help
identify the dead.

Man killed in Vauniya claymore attack: April 21 - A busi-
nessman from Vavuniya was killed in a claymore explosion at
9.30 a.m. on Friday (21) morning. Mr M Kandasamy, a trader in
Palmyrah and Coconut products, and a father of six children, was
killed in the jungle area between Puthur and Navvi villages in
Vavuniya North. Members of the Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM) accompanied by Head of Vavuniya LTTE political wing,
Mr Gnanam, visitied the scene. SLMM members recovered two
unexploded claymore mines in the vicinity of the blast area.

Soldier succumbs to injuries: April 21 A Sri Lankan soldier
attached to Batticaloa military base succumbed to serious injuries
on Friday (21) around 2.45 p.m. at Colombo National Hospital
where he was admitted after being injured in the claymore blast on
Monday (17) at Korakallimadu, Kiran in Batticaloa. The clay-
more attack targeted a Sri Lanka Air Force and Army convoy
transporting soldiers from Batticaloa to Polanaruwa. The victim,
M.W.Thilakaratne, was immediately airlifted to Colombo Na-
tional Hospital in a special helicopter. Four persons including the
wife and children of a Sri Lanka Air force Commander, injured in
the attack, were brought to Kalkudah SLA camp and then flown
to Colombo for treatment in a special helicopter.

Body of youth found in Barathipuram: April 22 - The body
of a Tamil youth with gunshot injuries was found near
Barathipuram, close to Mihindapura along Trincomalee-
Anuradhapura road about 4 km off northwest of Trincomalee
town on Saturday (22) morning around 6 a.m. by the Uppuveli
Police officers who were on a road patrol, police sources said.
The Uppuveli Police immediately removed the body to the
Trincomalee general hospital mortuary. According to residents of
Kanniya, soldiers in Kanniya SLA camp around 6,30 p.m. took
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the deceased, Pakkiaraja Baskaran alias Batchcha, into custody
when he was returning home after playing. He was employed as a
cook in an eating-house in the area, sources said. Police sources
said the attackers had brought the body to Barathipuram after
murdering him in another location the same night. The body was
dumped at the site where an unidentified person had lobbed a hand
grenade on a passing police vehicle on Friday (21) afternoon.
The grenade missed the target and damaged a bus plying between
Vavuniya and Trincomalee.

Woman shot dead, husband wounded: April 22 - Unidentified
gunmen shot dead Kanthasamy Nallammah, aged 49, on Friday
(21) night at Kavatikudah, a Tamil resettled village in the Chinabay
police division between Samanpura and Thaniyagama. Her hus-
band Pasupathipillai Kanthasamy, aged 50, sustained gunshot in-
juries and has been admitted to the Trincomalee general hospital,
medical sources said. A group of attackers who went in a white van
reportedly entered the house of Kanthasamy and fired at the
occupants. Ms Nallammah died on the spot. Her husband who
received injuries on his forehead and left eye, now warded in the
intensive care unit (ICU), is to be transferred to Colombo hospi-
tal for further treatment, hospital sources said.

SLA soldier killed, one wounded in mine attack: April 22 -
A Sri Lanka Army (SLA) soldier was killed and another soldier
sustained minor wounds when three claymore mines targeted at
an SLA road patrol at Thevapuram, 7 km north of Vavuniya on
Saturday (22) around 10:00 a.m. exploded, Sri Lanka Army sources
in Vavuniya said. The SLA soldier killed in the blast was identified
as S.K. Sarath, Vavuniya Police said. The claymore mines tar-
geted a road patrol of SLA soldiers from Kalmadu SLA camp.

SLA Major killed, in claymore attack: April 22 - A Major
rank Sri Lanka Army official was killed and six SLA soldiers were
wounded when their pickup vehicle was ambushed with a Clay-
more mine atttack in Welikanda in Batticaloa-Polonnaruwa bor-
der on Saturday (22) around 1:00 p.m. SLA Major Percy Jagath,
attached to the 8th Battallion of Gemunu Regiment, was killed in
the attack, according to the military officials in Colombo. The
attack took place 150 meters away from a checkpost in Singapura.

Two civillans killed in claymore attack: April 22 - Two Tamil
civilians were killed in the LTTE controlled area in Mannar dis-
trict on Saturday (22) afternoon around 2.30 p.m., when their
motorbike hit a claymore mine fixed to a tree. They were travel-
ling from Pandivirichchan to Aandankulam to their worksite where
they were employed as masons, sources said. The dead were iden-
tified as Thambiah Gunanayagam aged 21 of
Periyapanddivirichchan, Madhu Kovil, and Loganathan Chandra
Perumal aged 21 of Periyapanddivirichchan, Madhu Kovil. The
incident took place at Parapukadanthan, Madhu Kovil road, 2 km
from Madhu Church.

Two auto-rickshaw drivers shot dead: April 22 - Unidentified
gunmen riding in a motorbike shot dead two owners of auto-
rikshaws, at the central bus stand in Nelliady, Vadamaradchy at 5
p.m. on Saturday (22). Subramaniam Vaseekaran, alias Kannan,
one of the two killed, is the current President of the Vadamaradchy
branch of Auto-rickshaw Owners Union, Kannan, 28, a father of
two, from Rajakiramam village in Karaveddy, following the vio-
lence in December had temporarily relocated to LTTE area for
safety, and had only recently resumed driving his auto for hire

again. Rathinam Rasinthan, 23, who was standing by the side of
Kannan was also killed in the gun fire.

2 SLA soldiers killed, 6 wounded: April 22 - Two Sri Lanka
Army soldiers were killed and 6 wounded when a Buffel Armoured
Personnel Carrier (APC) was hit by a claymore blast at Kalmadu
in Vavuniya around 5.30. p.m. on Saturday (22), SLA sources
said. The troops from the Kalmadu SLA camp were on road patrol
when they were attacked. The wounded soldiers were taken to
military hospital at the Joseph camp in Vavuniya.

Two policemen injured in grenade attack: April 22 - Two
policemen were seriously injured when unidentified persons lobbed
a grenade at the police checkpoint at Anuradhapura junction in
the Anpuvallipuram area, a suburb of Trincomalee town in the
Trincomalee district on Saturday (22) around 7 p.m. One of the
injured was immediately taken to the operating theatre of the
Trincomalee general hospital for emergency operation, hospital
sources said.

Vavuniya trader shot dead: April 22 - Unidentified gunmen
shot and killed a shop owner at Veppankulam, 2.6 km northwest
of Vavuniya on Saturday (22) at 7:55 p.m. The victim, Mr.
Satkunarajah Rajapathman, 31, owns a shop, Madumatha
Kalanchiam. Local residents said he was a Tami activist and was
involved in the dispute with the security forces on flag hoisting
during Heroes day celebrations. Four Sri Lanka Army soldiers
were killed in a Claymore ambush at Veppankulam last Monday.

LTTE’s gunfire on Navy boat with SLMM on board: April 22
- A Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission representative was at hand
recently to witness the shooting of the Sri Lanka Navy in the sea
off Mullaithievu on 19 April according to a Sri Lanka Army
report. The SLMM monitor aboard the craft witnessed this broad
daylight LTTE shooting and ruled it a gross violation of the
Ceasefire Agreement and informed the SLMM Head in
Trincomalee. According to the official website of the Sri Lanka
Army, LTTE cadres on fast fiberglass dinghies with heavy weap-
ons in the seas off Mullaithievu around 2,00 p.m. on Wednesday
(19) brazenly violated the Ceasefire Agreement (CFA) by firing at
a Navy vessel with an SLMM monitor on board,

Released after payment of ransom: April 22 - It has been
reported that a British citizen Sivananthan Sivakaran and his
brother have been released following payment of ransom of Sri
Lankan Rupees 500,000 to the LTTE. The two brothers landed
in the UK on 20 April 2006. It was reported that the LTTE had
taken the two brothers into captivity when they were proceeding
to Jaffna to visit their parents, They were forced into detention
at LTTE’s Muhamalai check point. The friends of Sivakaran in
the UK worked tirelessly and raised the sum demanded by the
LTTE and facilitated both their release.

Three Tamil youths killed in Trinco: April 23 - A Tamil youth
was shot dead at Kappalthurai, a Tamil village in the Chinabay
police division, Sunday (23) morning. Meanwhile, bodies of two
Tamil youths were found with gunshot injuries at Poddankadu in
Kantalai on Sunday (23). According to villagers, the victims were
among the the five Tamil youths who had come to Kantalai from
Muttur, Saturday, to meet representatives of Insurance Company
and were detained by Sri Lankan Government armed forces.

The bodies of the two youths were found along rail track near
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Erulankuda in Poddankadu, a suburb in Kantalai town, around 6
a.m., Sunday. Gunshots and explosion were heard in Poddankadu
Saturday night, the villagers said.

About 400 families from the village fled from their houses
and sought refuge in Kappalthurai government school, following
violence that erupted following blast in Trincomalee marcket on
12 April. They returned recently to their houses.

With the killing of a Tamil youth Sunday morning, these
resettled families have again started fleeing from the village seek-
ing refuge in other areas for safety, sources in Trincomalee said.

Gunnmen target auto-rickshaw owners: April 23 - An auto-
rickshaw owner was shot dead by gunmen at Irupalai junction on
the Jaffna-Pt.Pedro main road, around 1 p.m. on " Sunday (23).
“The victim was sitting inside his vehicle. He was chased by the
assailants when he tried to escape. He was shot and killed near a
hindu Vairavar temple.

In a seperate incident, a former member of the PLOTE,
Amirthanathan Kennady, ,35, was gunned down by suspected Tamil
Tigers at Navanthurai, in Jaffna, around noon, Sunday.
Amirthanathan Kennedy escaped an assasination attempt 3
months ago. He was shot and seriously injured by unidentified
armed men inside a private bicycle park in Jaffna town. The auto-
rickshaw owner who was killed Sunday was identified as Kurunathan
Janarthan,23, of Kulakkandy lane, Kopay in the Valikamam sec-
tor of the peninsula,

Two SLA soldiers wounded in gunfire: April 23 - Two Sri
Lanka Army (SLA) soldiers were wounded when unidentified gun-
men launched an ambush attack on an SLA checkpost at
Vadamuani, 6 km southeast of Welikanda on Sunday (23) around
6:30 a.m. Welikanda police said. Gunfire was exchanged for 30
minutes, sources said. On Saturday, a Major rank SLA official was
killed in a Claymore ambush at Welikanda. A soldier wounded in
Saturday’s ambush succumbed to his wounds Sunday.

Attacks on Police, STF escalate in Batticaloa: April 23 -
Suspected Tamil Tigers lobbed a grenade into the police checkpost
located in front of the Batticaloa Police Headquarters wounding a
Sub Inspector, a sergeant and a Police Constable around 11:50
a.m. Another police sergeant was wounded in a grenade attack
Saturday (22) night at Navalkuda police sentry in Kalmunai in
Batticaloa district. The attackers, who were hiding behind the
wall of the Veerakathi Pillayar temple, lobbed a grenade into the
checkpost wounding Sub Inspector Mr. M. Moorthy, 55, Police
Sergeant M. J. Jemeel, 38, and Police Constable S. Puvichandran,
5.

A grenade attack at 9:30 a.m. targeted a patrol of 16 Special
Task Force (STF) personnel near Mandoor junction. Noone was
wounded in the grenade attack. Police Sergeant W.B. Sugathasa,
35, was wounded Saturday at 8:30 p.m. when unidentified attack-
ers lobbed a grenade into the Navatkuda police sentry post.

LTTE sentry attacked, 3 wounded: April 23 - Three Liberation
Tigers cadres who were repairing the bunkers at LTTE controlled
Vavunathivu were wounded in Sri Lanka Army soldiers gun and
mortar fire, alleged LTTE’s Political Head of Batticaloa District,
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Mr. Daya Mohan. However, the SLA sources claimed that the
Tigers were wounded when SLA troopers counter-attacked an
LTTE penetration team attempting to enter Government con-
trolled area.

Ice-cream vendor injured by gunfire: April 23 - S. Kajendran,
25, an ice-cream seller was seriously injured when gunmen fired at
the van he was travelling in at the Natchimar Kovil area in Jaffna-
KKS road on Sunday (23) around 7 p.m. The driver and the pas-
senger said that the gunfire was from Sri Lanka Army (SLA)
soldiers who were stationed near the junction.

SLA soldiers blocked ambulances from taking the injured to the
hospital for more than half an hour, according to local witnesses.
Kajendran has been admitted to the Jaffna Teaching Hospital and
is undergoing emergency surgery, hospital officials said.

Two suspected Tigers swallow cyanide: April 23 - Two out of
three suspected LTTE cadres scheming to assassinate Agriculture,
Irrigation and Mahaweli Development Minister Maithreepala
Sirisena at Kaduruwela, Polonnaruwa tried to commit suicide by
swallowing cyanide when they were arrested by the Police around
1.30 in the afternoon on Sunday (23) . The two would be assassins
were rushed to the Polonnaruwa hospital and were due to be brought
to Colombo this evening. The other person was detained by the
Polonnaruwa police and he too was to be taken to Colombo for
further questioning,

The Minister who was in Polonnaruwa to attend several func-
tions organized by Aralaganwila and Welikanda divisional secre-
tariats was advised by the police not to attend them as informa-
tion had been received that the LTTE had dispatched a group of
assassins to Polonnaruwa to assassinate him. Mr. Sirisena then
cancelled his visit and returned to Colombo. The police acting on
the tip off was conducting a special search operation at Kaduruwela
and spotted a suspicious looking man in a bicycle posing as a
sweets and bread vendor. Two other persons were near him and
when they were about to be searched, the cyclist and one other
person had swallowed cyanide.

Batticaloa police comes under bomb attack: April 23 - An
Inspector, a sub-Inspector and two constables were injured when
LTTE cadres flung a grenade at the Batticaloa police station
around 11.45 this morning. This was the first attack on a police
station, though there was a spate of claymore mine and grenade
attacks against security forces over the past few days.

The army acting on a tip off found a claymore mine near
Central College in Inner harbour Road, Trincomalee this evening.
Military spokesman Brigadier Prasad Samarasinghe said the forces
had recovered 24 anti-personnel mine in search operations con-
ducted over the past few days.

Sinhala village attacked, 6 killed, 4 injured, 6 missing:
April 23 - Five persons were killed, four injured and six others
were reported missing, all Sinhalese, when an group attacked a
suburb Kallampathai in Gomarankadawela village in Morawewa
police division along Trincomalee-Anuradhapura main road, 33
km northwest of Trincomalee town on Sunday (23) evening. The

_ (continued on page37 )
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CLASSIFIED ADS

First 20 words £10. each additional word 60p
charge for Box No.£3..Prepayment essential.

The Advertisement Manager,

Tamil Times Ltd.,

PO Box 121,

Sutton, Surrey SM1 3TD United ngdom
Phone: 020 - 8644 0972

- Fax: 020 -

8241 4557

E-Mail: admin@tamiltimes.org

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS .

MATRIMONIAL

These advertisements
appear regularly,
also on our website:
www.tamiltimes.org

British citizen father seeks
professionally qualified groom
in UK/EU/USA/Canada

for his fair daughter, B.A
(First Class), 25, 54", living
in Colombo. Please send de-
tails to
M 1470 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
professional groom for Doc-
tor daughter, 27, working in
UK, Mars afflicted. Please
send horoscope, details to
M 1471 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
professional groom for Doc-
tor daughter, 25, working in
Australia. Please send horo-
scope, details to

M 1472 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
professional bride for son, 41,
5'4”, British citizen in employ-
ment in UK. Please send horo-
scope, details to

M 1473 c/0 Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu mother seeks
Tamil Hindu professional
groom, 28-32, for graduate
daughter, 27, 57", Please re-
ply with details to

M 1474 c/o Tamil Times.

OBITUARIES

Mrs Thanaluxmy Chelliah
(Thana), Dearly beloved wife
of late Swaminathapillai
Cheliiah (of Lawton Road,
Manipay),; beloved daughter
of late Ramanathan and
Vadivambei, ; beloved sister
of late (Dr.)Sri Pathmanathan
(London), Beloved sister-in-
law of Sheila Sri Pathmana-
than (London), Beloved moth-

er of Nagendran (London),
Vasanthy (Brisbane), Jayan-
thy (Melbourne), Balendran
(Melbourne), Dhamayanthy
(Melbourne) and Ushanthy
(London); Beloved Mother-in-
law of Yogeswary (London),
Sivananthan (Brisbane),
Rajarubendra (Melbourne),
Shashikala (Melbourne) and
Sooriyakumar (London), Be-
loved Grand Mother of Nadia,
Arangan, Dhakshmi, Ghajan,
Salasan, Nilanie, Dr. Niros-
han, Thakshan, Dilakshini,
Nidiya and Murali; Beloved
great grandmother of Brinda
and Haran . passed away
peacefully on 28th February
2006 in Melbourne, Australia.
The cremation took place ac-
cording to Hindu rites on Sat-
urday, 4th March 2006 in Mel-
bourne, Australia — 287,
Norcot Road, Tilehurst,
Reading, Berkshire RG30
6AF, U.K. Tel: 01189411107.

Mrs Saraswathy Chellap-
pah of Mylany, Chunnakam
(Born: 09.04.1906)
Beloved wife of the late Mr.
Ramalingam Chellappah and
loving mother of the late
Ramanathan, Dr.Shanmuga-
nathan (London), Dr. Rajalak-
shmi, Seethalakshmi, mother-
in-law of Kamaladevi, Dr.Gan-
eswaran (Melbourne) and the

late Murugasothirasar.
Daughter of the late

Dr.Naganather and Mrs. Thei-

vanaipillai and the youngest

sister of the late Thangam
Kumaraswamy, late Dr.
N.S.Nathan (Johore Bahru),
late N. Senathirajah (Thin-
navaly Thotam), late N.Kuma-
rasingham (Colombo), late
Rukmani Mailvaganam (Ipoh)
and grandmother of Selvi, Dr.
Gangatharan (Melbourne),
Dr. Chenduran, Shankari (Lo-
ndon), Arani, Ranji and Murali
(Colombo),; great grand-
mother of Ruby, Ramanathan
and Haridarshan passed
away peacefully on 08/02/
2006 and the funeral took
place at the Galkissa Crema-
torium on 13/02/2006.

The family wishes to thank
all those who attended the fu-
neral, sent messages of sym-
pathies and floral tributes and
assisted in various ways dur-
ing this period of sadness.

-146 Ridge Lane, Watford,
Hertfordshire WD17 4WU
Tel: 01923 235552

Second Year Remembrance

In ever loving memory of Mr. C.K.Kanthaswami, Former
Principal, Kokuvil Hindu College, on the second anniversary
of his passing away on 21st of April 2004.

Sadly missed and fondly remembered by his beloved
wife Mahadevi, sons and daughters and their families;
Dhayananthan and Vijayalakshmi, Shanthi and Sivakumar,
Abhiramy and Jayantha, Vaheesan and Dhushyanthy,
Gitanjaly and Nirmalarajan and his grandchildren Gajendran,
Janarthani, Branavan, Sivahamy, Ahran, Ramya, Ahrani,
Hariharan, Bhargavy and Sindura.

- 7 Gossington Close, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 6TG.

House for Sale

House on 2.1 Lachchams of land in
Sivapragasam Road,
Vannarponnai, Jaffna

available forimmediate sale.
Please phone
Australia 61 2 96421 130 or Write to
Box 231, Strathfield, NSW2135, Australia.
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IN MEMORIAMS

Ninth Anniversary Remembrance
Pradeep Jeganathan

31.03.1997
Nine long years ago today

You were cruelly taken away
Time stood still for us that day
But memories of you will always stay.

Sadly missed and lovingly remembered by his parents
Jeganathan and Shakuntala, sister Mythili, brothers
Janarthana and Sanjayan and their families.

Auckland, New Zealand.

Seventh Year Remembrance

In loving memory of Mr. Vallipuram Kumarasamy on the
seventh anniversary of his passing away on 20th April1999.
Fondly remembered and sadly missed by his beloved
wife Sarojini; loving children Nirmala, Baskeran, Sh yamala
and Dayaharan;, sons-in-law Rasalingam and Uthayakumar;
daughters-in-law Gnanamanohari and Sujatha; grandchil-
dren Gayathiri, Gajan, Arjun, Shivani and Pooja, relations
and friends.
- 24 Rowlands Avenue, Hatchend, Middx HA5 4BH/ 37
Mississippi Road, Seven Hills, NSW 2147, Australia.

A Forthcoming Events

May

01. Mayday Bank Holiday;
Feast of St. Joseph

02. Shashti;

08. Eekathasi

10. Pirathosam

12. Full Moon; Sithraparuvam

14. Feast of St. Mathias

16. Sankadakara Sathurthi:
Feast of the Ascension of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

20. Feast of St. Bernardine
of Siena

23. Eekathasi;

24. Pirathosam

26, Amavasai; Karthigai;

Feast of St. Philip Neri

27. Feast of St. Augastine of
Canterbury

28.Stoneleigh Sri Rajaraj-
eswari Amman Temple
Annual Festival Flag
Hoisting Ceremony

30. Sathurthi

31. Feast of the Visitation of
the Blessed Virgin Mary.

At Bhavan Centre,

4A Castletown Road,
London W14 9HQ.

Tel: 0207 381 3086/4608

May 28th 6 p.m. Vani Fine
Arts presents ‘Ojas- A Rare
Brilliane’ — Bharatanatyam
& Kathak by Nirupama —
Rajendra and Group

Sri Lankan Teacher in Seychelles Wins
Commonwealth Science Award

Mrs Pamathy Sivaku-
maran, science teacher in the
Seychelles Ministry of Educa-
tion has won the first prize in
the annual CASTME (Com-
monwealth Association of
Science, Technology and
Mathematics Education )
competition conducted by the
Commonwealth Foundation
for the year 2005. Her envi-
ronmentally friendly project on
“ Farewell to Whitefly” was
ranked the best in the Sey-
chelles Science and Technol-
ogy exhibition in 2004.
Whitefly is a dangerous pest
that has caused great dam-
age lo agriculture and envi-
ronment in Seychelles. The
European Union has been
funding heavily to eradicate
this pest from this environ-
mentally friendly small island
nation in the Indian Ocean.

Mrs Pamathy is an old
student of Jaffna Vembadi
Girls High School and a
former teacher of Kandy High
school. Itis to be recalled that
she is the fourth Sri Lankan
science teacher from Sey-
chelles to win this prestigious
Commonweaith Award.

V.Sivasupramaniam

(continued from page 35)
gang had set fire to a paddy harvester and attacked people in the
village. The military has accused the Tamil Tigers for the attack.
“Those farmers were working in their paddy fields when they
were taken and shot,” army spokesman Brig Prasad Samarasinghe
said. The spokesman told the BBC that the Tigers were trying to
provoke communal violence by targeting civilians. Sinhalese vil-
lages in fear of further attacks are reported to have fled the area.
Two youths killed in Batticaloa: April 24 - Sri Lanka Army
(SLA) troopers shot and killed two suspected Tamil Tigers a youth
and another was reported killed around 7:30 a.m. on Monday
(24), when SLA soldiers detected a Claymore land mine attack on
Thivu Road in Vantharumoolai, police said. An SLA soldier was
wounded. An ambush on an SLA patrol was also reported at 10:30
a.m. at 18th Mile Post on Batticaloa - Valaichenai Road. SLA
sources have claimed that they have recovered a Claymore mine,
a 200 meter wire and a grenade from the victims. Vantharumoolai
is located 17 km. northwest of Batticaloa town. The youths were
in the process fixing a Claymore mine on a Mango tree, the SLA
troopers have told the police.
Gunmen kill education officer: April 24 - Gunmen who entered
the Education Office in Valaichenai shot and killed Mr.
Kanagaratnam Lingeswaran, 29, a clerk from Vaharai Education
Office, around 10:45 a.m. on Monday (24). The gunmen who
shot the victim with handgun were covering their faces with
helmets. Another official, Mr. A. Nagalingam, 53, was wounded in
the gunfire, education officials said. The victim, Mr. Lingeswaran,
is from Thirukkovil and was residing in Valaichenai. Q
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THIRUKKURAL BHARATHAM

We wish to let you know of an exciting and innovative theat-
rical production called Thirukkural Bharatham to be pre-
sented at the Logan Hall, University of London on Saturday, 3
June 2006 by Kavitha, Meera & Anjana Pathmarajah of Lancas-
ter, California, USA. Choreography for this

graduates / undergraduates to the Northeast, each of whom
has spent their summer vacations teaching English and work-
ing as camp counsellors. Meera Pathmarajah, a Harvard post-
graduate in education, has been spending long periods in dif-
ferent children’s homes in the Northeast translating Visions’
aim into action and influencing the different educational institu-
tions there to implement innovative curricula that would pro-

dynamic dance event, expounding on virtu-
ous living, and involving twenty-seven verses
from Thirukkurel, is the brain-child of the
world renowned Indian dancing couple, VP
& Shantha Dhananjayan. The highly ac-
claimed artiste couple has produced an
excellent creation within the traditional pa-
rameters of classicism. They will dazzle the
audience with a brief performance of their
own at the start of the concert.

The concert is sponsored by
Nandalala Seva Samithl Trust of
Chennai, India and Vislons based in Call-
fornia. Thirukkural Bharatham was very suc-
cessfully performed by the Pathmarejah sis-
ters last year to large audiences in Chennal
(three shows), Los Angeles, Washington
DC, Virginia and Toronto. The funds raised
by these concerts have been used entirely
to aid underprivileged children in Sri Lanka
and Tamil Nadu.

The Trust’s main objective Is to serve
the weaker society, particularly in educa-
tion, arts & crafts and personality develop-
ment for the youth and preventive health for
women & children. Visions is a voluntary
organisation of young graduates and under-
graduates. It aims to uplift war-affected youth
in Northeast Sri Lanka through skills train- | -
ing, scholarship opportunities and leader- ’
ship camps. Visions has raised about US

mote wider knowledge acquisition by the
6 -12 year old children. *

We are confident that you will lend us
your support to sell some tickets for the
above event to be held at the Logan Hall,
We are particularly interested to sell the
reserved seats on the front rows at £50
per seat. Seats on the other rows go at
£15 for each aduit, £10 for child (under
16) and £40 for a family comprising & cou-
ple and two children. All proceeds from
this concert will go to fund children’s edu-
catlonal programs, including provision of
scholarships to talented students at Vanni
Institute of Technology (Vanni Tech).
Vathsala & Paramanathan
(020 7603 7689/ 0777 351 6468

Tickets could also be purchased from:
Mr & Mrs Srinivasan

-020 8763 2221/07958 424222,
Mr & Mrs Shivejee
-02084407183/07710 257309
Dr Sivakumar
-02084687181/07788 415927;
Dr Chellappah

-01892824 661/07971 167405
Mr Yoganathan

- 020 8954 6392/07725 313438,
Mr Ganeson - 020 8845 7900

The following websites contain informa-

$45,000 during the last two years by conducting similar pro-
grammes. It has provided funding and other support to over 18
children’s homes and local service organisations to enhance
youth education and empowerment to thousands of poverty
stricken children. To date, Visions has sent 49 international

tion and reviews on Thirukkural Bharatam:
http://www.newstodaynet.com/O3jun/ev1.htm
http://www.bharatakalaanjali.org/productn/tkural.htmi
http://kutcheribuzz.comy/news/20050603/hiru.asp
www.narthaki.convinfo/reviews/rev297.html

BOOK REVIEW
“MEMORIES ARE FOR EVER”

As | started perusing the book :"Memories Are For Ever’,
by Mr.Karthigasoo Jeganathan, | was astonished at the au-
thor's memory power. He has written this autobiography run-
ning to more than 200,000 words, narrating his life history
spanning over seventy years, purely from memory without docu-
mentary material. He also observes in his preface that he had
little experience in writing. But anyone who reads through a few
pages of this book will be struck by the lucid style and the
simple language of his writing.

The first three chapters simply narrate his childhood and
teenage days, and these provide us with information about the
life of an average Tamil in Jaffna in the nineteen forties. Later
the author vividly describes the passing of the bill on Free
Education and how it opened a new world for millions of young
ones who were denied education because of the cost. He also
describes the travails of a large middle class family in Ceylon
and how the end of World War Il brought in inflation and an
uncertain future.

The author joined as a teacher in 1948 and was selected
for training in June 1950. At the College of Education, he met
Shakuntala whom he later married. He writes about the pass-

ing of the Official Language Act declaring Sinhala as the only
official language and how the rift that began with it widened as
the Government brought in one irritant after another. From then
on he describes vividly the travails of the Tamils as he narrates
his own progress in his career which ended on 31 July 1979.
He then went over to Africa and worked for the next eighteen
years. As we read his story we weep when he suffers a set
back, we are happy when he succeeds and we marvel at his
extraordinary memory, his courage to stick to the straight path
and convictions. As we come to the end, we are convinced with
an irresistible feeling that God will be with those who do their
duties sincerely and honestly. | recommend this book to every
Tamil.
Prof. S.Muthukumaran
Former Vice Chancellor Bharathidasan University, Chennai, india.

Copies of the book are avallable for sale, the price In-
clusive of postage from the following whose names and
telephone numbers appear below. Those Interested please
contact them.

London : Miss. S. Muftucumaru - 020 - 89597634 Payment Fifteen pounds.
Toronto: MrM.Rejasingham - 416- 6931431  * Twenty dollars
Sydney : Mr. J. Janarthana - 02 - 97646502 * Twenty dollars
Melbourne: MrK. Sathialingam - 03 - 95610117  * Twenty dollars.
New Zealand- Mrs. M.Sathianathan 09 - 6206664 * Twenty dollars
Colombo - Mrs. S.Satcunananthan - 112 - 514584 “ Five Hundred Rupees
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10th World Saiva Council
Conference Sydney 2006

The 10th World Saiva Conference
organised by the World Saiva Council
was held in Sydney, Australia and ran
over four days from 27th January to 30th
January 2006. Yogananda Adikal, the
president of World Saiva Council, gave
the opening address welcoming saivites
from all over the world to the confer-
ence. Thiripperunthiru Santhalinga
Ramasamy Adikal of Peru Aatheenam,
Sri la Sri Somasundara Thesika
Gnanasampantha Paramacchariya
Swamigal of Nallai Aadheenam, and

India had been able to achieve even though they have been in
existence for much longer period.

To translate his vision into practice, Swami Siva Nandhi
Adikalaar formed the World Saiva Council in 1992 as an inter-
national Saiva educational and social
service organisation. Its objectives,
among others, are (a) to preserve, fos= -
ter, promote and further develop the
Saiva religion, philosophy and traditions
¥...| of Saivite Tamils, and (b) to initiate pro-
M%) grammes and activities for the
JeEe| progress, welfare and solidarity of the
|| Saiva Community throughout the world.

The Conference lasted a period of
four days. Seminars were held on the
first and last day with Saiva Siddhanta
discussed on Friday 27th and Siva
Yoga on Monday 30th both at the Syd-

Satguru Bhodinatha Veylan Swami of
Hawaii Aadheenam graced the occasion and deI/vered the open-
ing addresses after the opening ceremony. Mr Santhiran, the
chair of the organising committee, gave the inaugural address
on behalf of WSC Australia. The Conference itself commenced
with the raising of the traditional Saiva flag at the Sydney
Murugan Temple.

In his speech, Santhalinga Adikal praised Swami Siva
Nandhi Adikalaar for having the vision and courage to estab-
lish the World Saiva Council in order to bring about a revival of
Saivism in the West. He highlighted the carrying of the Saiva
message fo the five continents through the World Saiva Coun-
cil Conferences as Swami Siva Nandhi Adikalaar’s greatest
achievement, adding that this is much more than the Mutts of

ney Murugan Temple. These events were well subscribed with
excellent feedback from attendees. During Saturday 28th and
Sunday 29th, the conference moved to the Hills Centre, a short
distance from Sydney, where the conference proper ran for two
days. Papers were presented and speeches delivered on Saivism
and related topics during the day on these days. By the evening
the atmosphere at the centre was transformed for the Tamil
cultural events showcased by the Tamil youth of Sydney. These
shows were witnessed by large and appreciative crowds, with
all shows without exception receiving standing ovations. The
conference is held to have been a great success by all those
who attended the event.

Australian Newsletter

Melbourne Siva-Vishnu and Sydney Murugan temples ob-
served the annual ten day festival which culminated with os-
tentatious Rathotsavam that habitually attracts people from a
cross section of the community. Tamil New Year was cel-
ebrated with special prayers and religious rituals in temples
across Australia & New Zealand and the congregation in most
temples was more than usual as the Tamil New Year day coin-
cided with the Good Friday public holiday.

New Zealand witnessed a volcanic eruption in Raoul is-
land about 1000 km northeast of Auckland. It is a scientifi-
cally known island roughly triangular in shape with an area of
29 sq km and the volcano began erupting after a strong se-
quence of earthquakes. According to Seismograph data avail-
able, eruption continued for 30 minutes and was at its most
intense for about 10 minutes. The eruption occurred in one of
the craters known as Green Lake and threw out mud, rocks
and a plume of steam. Raoul is known to have erupted 14
times and the last being about four decades ago that resulted
in a sequence of strong earthquakes and big changes in lake
level, gas emissions and hot springs.

- K Ganapathy

Commonwealth Games in Melbourne was an ostentatious
success attracting more than a million live spectators to the
city with more than 100,000 lined the Yarra river for the open-
ing ceremony, 110,000 in the streets for the triathlon and an
estimated 150,000 for the marathon. According some esti-
mates 95 percent of Melbourne’s 20,000 hotel rooms were
occupied on the night of the opening ceremony and about
300,000 in a total of 1.5 million tickets were sold to people
outside the state of Victoria

Australia experienced wild weather across the continent.
First it was the tropical Queensland and then Western Aus-
tralia and Northern territory were hit by cyclone and heavy
rain. Queensland’s banana plantations were devastated and
as a direct consequence the local market experienced some
scarcity for bananas.

Australian and New Zealand classical music circle which
normally experiences the incessant flow of artiste from the
sub-continent had a rare experience when Yarlpanam
Rudrapathi Krishnan captivated the Auckland & Melbourne
audience with a violin performance. Melbourne, Auckland and
Sydney also witnessed classical performances from several
other visiting artistes during the month and Auckland’s an-
nual Thiyagarajah utsavam was no doubt an alluring event.

- Sivasupramaniam Sitsabesan

# Please Cal

75047

EMERGENCY TRAVEL ONLY []| T]-SRI LANKA

07956 676 360

-SOUTH INDIA
-SINGAPORE




" 40 TAMIL TIMES

APRIL 2006

The late Mr Sathasivam pillai
Kulasekaram pillai
(Sangeetha Bhooshanam)

07.03.1923- 26.01.2006.

- Appreciation

(By a Colleague)

Mr Kulasekarampillai
born in Velanai, Srilanka was
a leading Carnatic musician.
In Sri Lanka he was a music
teacher to hundreds of stu-
dents in Royal College, Co-
lombo initially for  over a
decade and later in Colombo
Hindu College, a father to his
seven beloved children and
an inspirational guru when it
comes to devotional songs
and cultural programmes.

Kulasekarampillai was
not only an asset to the Co-
lombo Hindu college but

also to the nation and to those
who were influenced by his music. He will be sorrowfully
missed especially by myself, staff, students, parents and all
those who were associated with the College.

His dedication to the Hindu religion was so immense that
he encouraged all young children to understand and memo-
rise Sivapuranam and Thevarams. .He ensur that they under-
stood the concepts of the religion and this was his mission
throughout his life.

1 wish to take this opportunity on behalf of the Colombo
Hindu College to convey our deep sympathies to his wife,
Poompaavai, his children Kulabhushany, (Bhushany Kalya-
naraman),Kulapoopathy, Kulasekary,Kulanayaki, Kulasunthary
and Kulamurugan and grand children. Our special condo-
lences are due to his eldest daughter, Smt Bushany
Kalyanaraman whom we remember very well and is now a

leading carnatic musician in India, famous for her regular
performances on Indian TV and All india Radio.

Let us all pray for his soul to rest in eternal peace and for
his music be an influential part of our lives. We will remember
him with love and kindness and may God bless his family.

T Sankaraligam
(Retired Principal, Colombo Hindu College)

(By an old pupil)

Mr Kulasekarm pillai taught Tamil language, literature and
Saivaism at Royal College Colombo for many years between
the late fifties and sixties for well over a decade. Like myself
many students will be saddened to hear of his passing away
recently in Chennai where he spent his last days in the com-
pany of his wife and his eldest daughter Bhushany
Kalyanaraman. We remember him as one of our popular teach-
ers. He has lived and enjoyed a full life of eighty two years.

| can recall with fond memories and nostalgia the hours
we have spent learning the basics of ‘Oriental Music’as it was
referred to in our school time table. We thoroughly enjoyed
having him teach us Thevarams and Tamil literature songs in
the cabin like wooden class rooms under the shade of mas-
sive tamarind tree at one end of our vast cricket grounds at
Royal College. We could hear his enthusiastic” humming” of
his favourite songs as he walked along the long corridors of
the marvellous school. He was well liked and respected both
by students as well as teachers at the school. Mr Kulasegaram
pillai was also involved in the Tamil literary Society guiding us
to greatly improve our debating and public speaking skills.
My involvement in the debating society gave me more oppor-
tunities to become close to him. He was always helpful and
willing to support us.

I was delighted to meet his eldest daughter Kulabhushany
after many years and was very happy to note that she has done
him enormous proud by establishing herself as a top quality
vocalist (carnatic musician) in the international and Indian
Carnatic music scene.

As his students of the era gone by we will pray for the
Lord’s guidance and Blessings to his wife and family to cope
with his loss and offer our heartfelt condolences to them.

- Dr S Rajasundaram.

A TAMIL TSUNAMI ORPHAN’S
PLEA FOR PEACE

The rolling waves followed us
Like some snarling snakes.

My parents were gone.

They surrendered and went
Down into the fathom less deep.
| was pushed away to the shore
And thrown far, far away.

A roof landed on my head.

A shroud of darkness fell

And | became a senseless log.

| woke up in a tent.

Food tasted like the slimy water
That Tsunami poured.

1 lost my sleep. My mind
Journeyed to some distant land.
Throat, parched and dry

Choked all my words within.

My thoughts dug deep vigorously
Into the dark caverns

Of my battered brain

While my heart bled furiously
Longing to be with my mum and dad.
“Am | dead or alive?” | asked myself.

I'm now, in this orphanage.
Lovely people love me dearly
Friends abound with lots of care.
But, I'm alone.
Alone | stand and stare,
At the million waves
With a million hopes
For a miracle to happen
On those deserted shores
Strewn with all the debris and ruins.
I yearn for my loved ones
To come back and cuddle me,
And give me a kiss and a hug.
“A vain hope, my friend,” whispers my Reason.
“Keep calm,” reiterate my sensible Senses.
With a quick shudder, | realize,
The hypes of Tsunami are down
Like the air less balloons,
And have been blown like sands.
The likes of us are still forlorn,
The wound persists in our heads and hearts.
“Please do not taunt us more
With more wars or more suffering.
I beg you all, in the name of Tsunami orphans,
Bring back peace to our beautiful land.”

- Varatha Shanmuganathan
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- P & K Associates - Advertisement .

P&K Associates is proud to say it exist to provides total solution to Personal and
corporate clients on Accountancy and Tax matters. We guarantee that we would
provide a personal service to satisfy our clients. Our clients come from various ethnic
background, but predominantly Sri Lankan.

Accounts Assistant/ Manager

Job Description: The candidate must be well organised with good communication
skills, and show initiative & willingness to learn. Should possess good administration
capabilities. Part of the job is to bring new clients and manage office staff.
Job Responsibilities:

° Data Entry to Sales, Purchases Ledger from the source documents.
Finalise Quarterly VAT returns
Managing Cash books & bank reconciliation
Payroll processing (Weekly/ Monthly), and Y/E returns.
Reconciliation of supplier statements.
Staff training and Management
e Liaison with clients

Candidate should possess:
= Min. one year of similar Accounting experience
- Ability to adapt and troubleshoot Human resources management
- Must have some working knowledge of Business & Personal taxation
- Needs to be comfortable with Windows and MS Office

Desirable:

- ACCA Studier

- Speaking Tamil Language
Working Hours/ Salary/ Benefits: Working hours — 9 to 5.30 with one hr lunch:
20 days annual holidays. Salary package to be negotiated, but we guarantee the
statutory minimum wage. '
Please send your CV together with a hand written covering letter (No telephone calls
or agency please) and an explanation of how you meet the criteria for this position
stating your current salary by quoting the above reference number to
P&K Associates, 183 Burnt Oak Broadway, Edgware, Middx HA8 5EH. West
Wickham, Kent BR4 OBH.

Closing Date: 20th May 2006.

DIY General Insurance

www.armassociates.co.uk - useful links -ARM Online Insurance
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T L B EMPORIUM

Upper Tooting Road, London SW17 7EN
1I: 020 8672 1900

- Jewellers &Textiles

5 Plaza Parade! 29 - 33 Ealing Road, Wembley, Middlesex HAO 4YA
Tel: 020 8903 0909
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Tel: 08452399262 info@®a rfare direct.com

flocal rate)

or Tel:020 4340 2121 : /’ "”‘“‘“““\\

-~
a’ r'fare Colombe Spedial gr{if%;n /
d:rect LR ‘

Hustraliz Hoturn

Lodornbg . ‘
£320 & Tares ERYWARDS = Singapore / Kuala Lurpur /
-4 Bangkok / Hong Kol
QATAR MRWAYS kil (vaidostns | 17t April - till 20th June '06 ’«; m§ . gmg al 1t M’;?(f A 3?2%:33‘06

+10000 Miles afnnl _istMay - Till 20th June '06

Ouba £350 +Taxes ‘

£205 s T = ?“? e Cricket Tours
Coderri rvandrum/Cockindte pacial Family Fave March Offer

ééggii‘axes £355. Taves Available Colombo Return £1295

ﬁngland / india Bombay

15t March - 4th April
o Test Match

» Bangkok Hong %;mcg< 16th Aprll - 20th June
s w%f” x b 3
£325 Tmes  £380iTos g

60 + taxes
2ist&22nd MarchOnly "  Nights

' . {2 Nights in Bollywood)
1@{ rechble ndia | VIP Match Tickets
oo £360 + Taxes

@g@* Madras / Bangalore / Trivandrum/
Cochind Hyderabad
12th Feb'06 -Till 28th March'06

&}m%}&y el £1 80 i},;fiea;
+Taxes
Trvanchurs Zochin Myd
£370 s Tares
Slumpore Muals Lumpur
+ Taxes

Sei Lankan Special

O + Taxes
irwhin / Singapore / Kuala Lumpur /

218 Archway Road Bangkok / Tokyo/ Beijing /Jakarta 4 Metro Centre

*F in
Mishgate =, T T 5ty 05 & fiansons Way
Onaon
Fax - 020 8340 8826 it cards accep - @ Hertfordshi s; ﬁ;b;g;
- - ; - - 3 ertfordshire
Email - info@holidays2srilanka.com e IATA Fax 0870 350 0153

Main Agent For

A

SRILANKAN QATAR
AIRLINES AIRWAYS

Any Time, ANYWHERE - You caN GeT THERE witH LINKAIR Wecan cer You THE BEST
FARE, THE OTHERS WON'T COMPARE MAKE SURE YOU BOOK wiTH LINKAIR

Travels Limited

SRI LANKAN AIRLINES QATAR AIRWAYS
Silarkan COLOMBO from£410 COLOMBO from £390 = g
e INDIA from £325 INDIA from £295 GATAR NRHAYS
HONGKONG, BANGKOK DUBAI from £215
SINGAPQORE SINGAPORE from £390
KUALA LUMPUR from £360 KUALA LUMPUR from £390
BANGKOKfrom £380 BT

G4  '7amto llpm, 7 days aweek Yo
Please ring (020 BBGES OXZ20@

Or book on-line, take your TIME and plan your TRAVEL at your LEISURE www.linkair.co.uk

Linkair Travels Ltd, 361 London Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 3PB




“OTRAVEL © SHIPPING © AIR FREIGHT GTRAVEL & SHIPPING & AIR FREIGHTS

TE“ CH EST Starrlgge
Lol GLEN CARRIERS LTD €5 (B3
(HIJLI1, L IUM The Most Trusted and Reliable Name in the Trade zn-r1" ";2;‘;2’

1st box £15
box £ TO COLOMBO AND OTHER DESTINATIONS OF THE WORLD

2nd Come bring your goods pack it and send it 1o Lolomio. your Airline of your cheice
From 23 Jan. onward , untll further notice 1st Tea chest £15 and every additional
nnward £1 0 Tea chestat £10 dellvered to our warehouse

NEXT SAILING £410 Colombo (Conditions apply) Kuwalt Arways

05 MAY 2008 jsﬂwm £375Colombo .~ QATAR AIRWAYS | = 310-Coome
s 23 Apr.-27Apr.only | =L Fa=e] (EIP ok
ETACOLOMBO26MAY2006 | £ 420.china £ 310 Far East =T | £215-Caontn

Mapa) (o stopover COLOMBO

Wostaporer NCOee) (congitions apply) | £ 325 BANGKOK

Personal effectsand ' | — _
i =] [ £160
commercialcargoto | e T g DUBAI

' Colomhoand other | 17th Apr. To 20th Juna Canivens agely) J ‘ £ 350 PAKISTAN
worldwide Eares are excluding taxes and subject to change without prior notice

destinations at RING Us FOR OTHERSPECIAL FARES Hot Line 020 8743 7353
competitive rates EMERGENCY PHONE NO. AFTER WORKING HOURS 07931 776 466
LAKSIRISEVA L 14 Allied Way, off Warple Way, Acton, London, W3 0RQ
66 New Nuge Road \ %}J Tel: 020 8740 8379, 020 8749 0595, 020 8743 7353, Fax: 020 8740 4229
Peliyagoda "= Email; glencarriers@acl.com Website: hitp:iiwww . glencarriers.co.uk

Tel 0099912574180 A | FARES EXCLUDE TAXES - TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY - CREDIT CARDS ACCEFTED SUBJECT TOTERMS

SKY WINGS LTD

MAINAGENTFOR TRAVEL AGENT “Skywings..... Where the Sun neerets”  Simply the bestin Pﬁyﬁ Service
S 2.2 OO SGTZE O L
sy Y WE&WW!JL}H-\I‘LE@MUR
T i 119 HIGH STREET, TOOTING, LONDON SW17 0SY _ Emait baladskywingscak

SIMPLY THE BEST IN PRICE & SERVICE

sriankan airunes Colombo Return Colombo from £315
@ Bombay, Delhi irom £275

/ 1st May -15 Jul / 20Aug -13 Dec = Trivandrum, Cochin from £350

fromE 450+ taxes Dubai, Abu-Dhabi from £155

v Kuala Lumpur, Singapore from £340
16Jul -19 Au ATAR AIRW )
I < QATAR AN Bangkok from £320

Sfl[ﬂﬂkaﬂ from £ 540+ taxes

“EMIRATES 1stMay-15Jul/20Aug-13Dec | i MP@laZSid Welbourne, Sydney,
from £ 450+ taxes Adelaide, Brisbane from £400
Perth from £360, Auckland from £420

= Bangkok, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur,
Emirates trom £ 540+ taxes y O ;
All fares excluda taxes Conditions apply Manila, Hong Kong from £345

oo U for ke Avins pedl iy arto C0LOVE0 ¢ WOIA JRR| FARES AVAILABLE ON ALL ARLIES

OREN rm.'fSA '. ¢ OAD, TOOTING, SW17 9N r d&
=1 Thavel RIGHTGERET877775 0

Ui @5 The RIGHT people to do business with

L.%{j" 16Jul -19 Aug

'l!_
!
i
E-MAIL: infc@skybonker.com FAX: 020 8767 5991, MOBILE 07850 876921 s
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