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The PR-UNP Agreement -What Next 2

The British brokered agreement between the ruling Peoples Alliance and the
opposition United National Party has produced renewed interest in the prospect
for a negotiated political solution to the protracted ethnic conflict in Sni Lanka.

In the background of entrenched majoritarian chauvinsm opportunistically
cultivated and fostered primarily by the two main political parties which have gov-
erned the country since independence leading to the present state of continuing
war resulting in daily death and destruction, the agreement reached between the
leaders of the two parties can be regarded as unprecedented in the island's re-
cent history. It may be late in the day after so much of death and destruction, but
itis not without significance that now both these parties “recognise that the reso-
lution of the ethnic conflict will restore peace in Sri Lanka and lead to the develop-
ment, progress and prosperity of the country and its people.”

The fact is that previous attempts at solving the conflict have been thwarted
by the main party of oppositon accusing the government of the day of betrayal of
the "race, country and religion". If there had been a common and bipartisan ap-
proach, a solution could have been found as early as 1958 via the Bandaranaike-
Chelvanayakam Pact, and the island could have developed into a model prosper-
ous democracy in Asia. But at that time, the UNP in coalition with extremist ele-
ments compelled the abrogation of that accord which led to the escalation of the
confiict, To give another example, the SLFP in the opposition whipped up popular
unrest and antagonism to the indo-Sri Lanka Accord of July 1987. If this had been
allowed to be implemented to the full and the conflict resolved, the country could
have been spared of a decade of debilitating war and tens of thousands of lives
could have been saved. In this background, the agreement between the President
and the Opposition Leader which recognises the sthnic conflict as "an issue tran-
scending partisan politics” and binding themselves not to undermine the efforts of
each other and adopt a bipartisan approach to a solution is of historic signifi-
cance. The agreement has been well received both locally and iniernationally.

The commitment to the bipartisan approach contained in the agreement is
predicated by the provision that “any discussions or decisions between the party
in Government and any other party, group or person, including the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam, aimed at resolving the ethnic conflict" must "have taken
place with the concurrence of the party in opposition.” It is therefore imperative
that, if this approach is to be sustained, a mechanism and channel of communica-
tion be established between the President and the Leader of the Opposition so
that "concurrence" could be guaranteed before and during discussions and before
decisions are arrived at.

Not without significance is the specific reference to the LTTE which leads to
the inescapable presumption that both parties to the agreement envisage discus-
sions also with the LTTE "aimed at resolving the ethnic conflict." The LTTE being
the primary protoganist on one side, its resposne to the new situation created by
the agreement between the PA and the UNP is crucial to ending the ongoing war.
There have been reports of the prospect of a resumption of negotiations between
the government and the LTTE, though there appears to be no evidence of any
moves being made in this direction by either side. However, recent pronounce-
ments of the LTTE would appear to indicate that if would be ready to commence
negotiations with third party mediation/facilitation. Now that a third party has played
a useful role in bringing about the agreement between the FA and UNR, the gov-
ernment ought not to dismiss the possible usefuiness of third party mediation/
facilitation in any future negotiations with the LTTE.

However, the biggest stumbling block for any resumption of talks is the insist-
ence on preconditions by both parties. The government's preconditions are that
the LTTE should surrender its weapons, at least partially, and that it should agree
on a time frame for commencement and conclusion of political negotiations. The
LTTE's preconditions include withdrawal of troops from army controlled areas in
the north, particularly from the Jaffna peninsula. it is unlikely either party would
agree to these preconditions. Knowing that to be the case, insisting on such pre-
conditions only mean that the parties to the confiict are still not committed to
peace through a negotiated solution.

The new mood of optimism generated by the agreement between the ruling
and opposition parties should not be allowed to be dissipated. The government
and the LTTE ought to drop their preconditions and commence negotiations, with
or without third party mediation/facilitation. The only precondition that should bind
both parties is that each commits itself not to resume violence and armed hostili-
ties until negotiatiations are concluded with a peaceful outcome.
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Govt and UNP Agreement
on Bipartisan Approach

Sri Lanka’s ruling People's Alliance
and the main opposition United National
Party (UNP) have agreed to work together
in adopting a bipartisan approach to the
solution of the protracted ethnic conflict.
It has been revealed that the agreement
between the leaders of the two parties has
been facilitated by the intervention of the
British Foreign Minister Mr.Malcoim
Rifkind, and efforts by the Under Secre-
tary of State Dr.Liam Fox.

Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Laksh-
man Kadirgamar said in a statement on
behalf of President Chandrika Kumara-
tunga and opposition leader RanilWickra-
masinghe that the two parties were aim-
ing at a“common approach” to solve the
crisis. "The President and the Leader of
the Opposition have exchanged letters
about a number of arrangements which
are intended to develop a common,
cross-party approach - a bipartisan ap-
proach - towards the resolution of the eth-
nic conflict in our country,” statement said.

President Kumaratunga and UNP
leader Ranil Wickramasinghe exchanged
letters in identical form and content bind-
ing themselves to a bipartisan approach.
The letters dated 3 April 1997 addressed
to each other and signed by the two lead-
ers stated:

“| believe that we both recognise that
the resolution of the ethnic confiict will re-
store peace in Sri Lanka and lead to the
development, progress and prosperity of
the country and its people. it is an issue
transcending partisan politics. The devel-
opment of a genuine bipartisan-partisan
approach to the resolution of the ethnic
conflict is vital to the achievement of a
permanent solution to the contfiict.

“Consequently, | would like to suggest
the following arrangements between the
Peoples Alliance and the United National
Party which | intend to put to the appro-
priate decision making body of my party
for ratification:

o the incumbent Head of Government
will brief and seek the opinion of the
Leader of the United National Party on
significant developments relating to the
ethnic conflict, both in the strictest confi-
dence, if in Government, the Leader of
the United National Party will reciprocate;

o the party in opposition will not un-

dermine any discussions or decisions be-
tween the party in Government and any
other party, group or person, including the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, aimed
at resolving the ethnic conflict, if these
discussions and decisions have taken
place with the concurrence of the party
in opposition; »

e against the background of such con-
currence, on election to Government ei-
ther party will honour ali such decisions
in full.”

In a statement with which the UNP
leader Ranil Wickramasinghe agreed,
Foreign Minister Kadirgamar said, “The
need to restore peace is of overwheim-
ing importance for progress in other ar-
eas in our country and for the prosperity
of our people. It is a need which transce-
nds party politics. There can be no doubt
that a great many of us in Sri Lanka, ifre-
spective of political persuasion, share this
view and believe that efforts should be
made to develop common approaches to-
wards the resolution of the conflict.

“Against this background, | have had
a number of discussions with Mr.Malcolm
Rifkind, the British Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs and
with Dr.Liam Fox, the Under Secretary of
State, who has visited Sri Lanka twice in
recent months, about the British experi-
ence of bipartisan-partisan approaches
in relation to the problems of Northern
Ireland. | understand that the Leader of
the Opposition has had similar discus-
sions. Dr.Fox's advice about this advice
has proved to be most useful.

“I believe that the understanding be-

tween the parties announced today isan -

important and valuable step with much po-
tential to help us to resolve a vital national
issue. It deserves to be welcomed widely
by our people and the friends of our coun-
try”

The British intervention via Dr.Liam
Fox who appears to have been the king-
pin behind the negotiations between the
President and the leader of the UNP
would seem to have had animpact on the
way the two parties dealt with the gov-
ernment's devolution proposals during the
campaign in the recently heldlocal elec-
tions. According to university don Dr.J.
Uyangoda, political commentators in Co-

lombo had missed one important aspect
of the local election campaign: neither the
ruling PA nor the UNP made the govern-
ment's devolution package an election
issue. There perhaps was already an im-
plicit understanding between the two main
political parties not to politicise the devo-
jution issue during the election.

Following the PA-UNP agreement,
there were speculative reports in the Co-
fombo press about British mediation in
talks between the government and the
LTTE with a view to resolution of the eth-
nic conflict. However, a press release
from the foreign ministry quoting Kadir-
gamar said that the British-assisted bi-
partisan agreement between the PA and
the UNP to work towards ending the coun-
try's ethnic war was not a prelude to for-
eign mediation in the matter. “The gov-
ernment was not contemplating mediation
or facilitation by any foreign government
or third party at this point of time. While
acknowledging the help given by the Brit-
ish in forging the People’s Alliance-UNP
understanding, the implementation of this
agreement is entirely a national matter,”
the statement added. The government
has consistently expressed willingness to
open a dialogue with the LTTE, subject to
conditions including a substantial laying
down of arms and an agreement to arrive
at a settlement within a stipulated time
frame," the statement said.

Responding to unconfirmed newspa-
per reports that Dr.Liam Fox has had talks
with the LTTE and that he was going to
piay a mediation role, the British High
Commission in Colombo issued a state-
ment totally denying such reperts. The
statement said, “The British High Com-
mission is concerned by the speculative
nature of some of the comments in the
Sti Lankan and Indian press alleging links
between the British Government and the
LTTE. There have been allegations that
Dr.Fox has spoken to the LTTE or that his
visit here was in some way connected with
reports of a visit by Lawrence Tilakar to
the Vanni.

“In fact Dr.Fox has had no contacts
with the LTTE. His initiative was confined
to discussions between the two Sri
Lankan parties concerned, the People’s
Alliance and the United National Party, in
order to share British experience in deal-
ing with the 1RA with them. At no time did
Dr.Fox or the British Government have
any discussions about this initiative with
the LTTE. The British Government reaf-
firm that acts of terrorism are never justi-
fied for political purposes.”

AgreementWelcomed

Hopes have risen for renewed peace
talks to end Sri Lanka’s protracted civil
war following agreement by the two main
political parties for a bipartisan-partisan
approach to negotiations. The fact that the
agreement refers to discussions with par-
ties, including the LTTE, has raised the
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prospect of a resumption of negotiations
with the Tamil Tigers.

“The possibility of such (peace) talks
has been clearly indicated in the state-
ment. Such a statement could not have
been issued without preparatory work,’
Neelan Thiruchelvam, a Member of Par-
liament belonging to the Tamil United Lib-
eration Front (TULF), told reporters. He
said if talks were resumed the chances
of success were higher than in the past
when the ruling party was unsure of op-
position support.

Foreign diplomats in Colombo said
that there was a strong possibility that the
government might be considering several
possibilities, one of them being reopen-
ing talks with the LTTE in view its inability
to subdue the LTTE and bring an end to
the war and secondly due to international
pressure.

However Foreign Ministry officials
said that there were currently no moves
to resume talks with the rebels or involve
a third party to mediate to end the war.
“The agreement among the two parties
is on the table. Other than that there is
no hidden agenda,” one official said.

Some have described the agreement
as alandmark political developmentin the
recent history of the island. Since the
1950s, the two parties have vied with each
other to portray itself as the better de-
fender of the interests of the majority com-
munity, and each has undermined the ef-
forts of the other to arrive at a negotiated
settiement of the ethnic crisis.

In London, a Foreign Office press
statement quoted deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Liam Fox as saying that Britain was
glad that they were able to play a part in
bringing about the agreement between the
two parties and expressing hope that it
would prove to be a significant step to-
wards an eventual resolution of the Sri
Lankan conflict. “| am delighted that the
leaders of these two parties have agreed
to adopt a bipartisan approach...| applaud
the statesmanship they have shown and
wish them well," Dr.Fox said.

The Australian Foreign Minister, Al-
exander Downer, issued a statement wel-
coming the decisions of the two parties
and reminding the government that the
remarkable achievement did not make the
task of bringing peace to the lad easy,
but the agreement had the potential to
provide a foundation for a just and equi-
table solution to the ethnic conflict that
has brought so much suffering. “There
remains a lot of hard work for the Sri
Lanka Government and the Opposition
parties in overcoming their differences
concerning the devolution package and
reaching a bipartisan compromise, includ-
ing ways of bringing the LTTE to the ne-
gotiating table,” the Minister said.

“Itis commendable that both the gov-
ernment and the opposition have put their
country's bé&t iterests above those of
party politics. The Australian Government

has always been greatly concerned by the
tragic suffering of civilians in Sri Lanka
and the Government belisves thatonly a
peaceful negotiated settlement will bring
an end to the human suffering wrought
by the continuing conflict.... On behalf of
the Government, | urge all Sri Lankan po-
litical parties and community groups to
provide their wholehearted support for
this agreement and to work together fora
prosperous and harmonious future for Sri
Lanka," the Minister said.

The agreement has been hailed as
demonstrating a change of attitude among
the island's politicians in regard to the
conflict. “| hope it will be the beginning of
an effort to solve this problem once and
for all,” President Chandrika Kumaratunga
told government officials and diplomats
in the capital Colombo.

Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadirga-
mar paid tribute to the UNP leader Ranil
Wickramasinghe “for having risen above
party politics of the day” But he cautioned
it was too early to be too euphoric about
the agreement. “In the long history of a
problem, only the foolish will expect that
on the morrow there is going to be some
beautiful blossoms in the garden,” he
added.

The National Peace Council said, The
agreement can be considered to be ma-
jor step forward in the search for a nego-
tiated political solution to the ongoing war.’
Expressing the hope that the agreement
would not be used to further sustain the
war effort, the NPC noted that it was “en-
couraging that specific mention is made
in the letters of agreement signed by the
two leaders about negotiations with the
LTTE. A sustainable and just peace can-
not be achieved outside of negotiations.”

In a statement addressed to the Presi-
dent and the UNP leader, the All Ceylon
Hindu Congress has welcomed the agree-
ment and called upon the two leaders to
manifest their sincerity and commitment
to solve the problems of the Tamil people
by declaring a cease-fire and to expedite
the process of finding a political solution.

TULF parliamentary leader group lea-
der Joseph Pararajasingham observed
that this was a significant move made by
both major parties who have been ruling
the country since independence. it was
the non-unification oi these two major par-
ties that had been the cause for the coun-
try facing the 21st century without a
proper solution in sight, he said. ‘| have
been advocating the settling of this mat-
ter and including the LTTE in whatever
peace process, It is only with the par-
ticipation of the LTTE that we can arrive
at a solution. Wickramasinghe's move
must be applauded. He as leader of the
opposition is joining hands with the gov-
ernment to solve the problem. We greatly
appreciate it Pararajasingham added.

Rauf Hakeem, Secretary General of
the Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, express-
ing applauding the move the two leaders

said, "Ranil has acted like a statesman
and | would say he has risen above petty
politics. We are happy about it. But both
leaders not signing a common document
indicates that there is a qulf between
these two. Hence both lsaders must keep
the present agreement as their base and
go ahead to signing a common declara-
tion.”

Douglas Devananda, leader of the
Eelam People’s Democratic Party, said he
was pleased with the move by both lead-
ers for having decided to agree on some
framework to bring about a solution to the
ethnic issue. “l admire Opposition Leader
Ranil Wickramasinghe for his attempt to
join with the President. He has understood
the seriousness of the problem and we
welcome this,” Devananda said.

Devananda, himself an avowed oppo-
nent and a target of the LTTE, said he
welcomed efforts to form a common plat-
form on the ethnic crisis but added that
Tamil-speaking people in Sri Lanka should
be differentiated from the LTTE since the
Tigerleader Pirabakaran had a separate -
agenda. "Coming togetheris important for
alasting political solution. But talking to
the LTTE is different,” said Devandanda.

M.Sivasithamparam, leader of the
TULF, hailing the agreement said, ‘The
past events in handtling the ethnic prob-
lem have shown that the party which
came to power and the party which was
in the opposition were unable to reach a
consensus among themselves in settling
the ethnic issue. Several healthy pacts
starting from the Bandaranaike-Chelva-
nayakam and the recent Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord had failed miserably and they
could not fulfil the aspirations of the
Tamils. The present agreement reached
between the Peoples Alliance and the
UNP is a good step towards working out
a conflict resolution agenda to solve the
ethnic problem.”

LTTE Reaction

TheTamil Tigers have not officially re-
sponded to the agreement between the
UNP and the LTTE. However, their jour-
nals published within and outside the
country have poured scorri on the par-
ties to the agreement and others who at-
tach much importance to it as a step to-
wards helping to solve the ethnic ques-
tion. Denying the speculative stories in
newspapers about behind the scene con-
tacts between the government and the
LTTE, they have warned the people not
to be deceived by such reports.

Referring to the parties to the agree-
ment, the Tamil weekly "Eelamurasu” pub-
lished from Paris describes the UNP and
the SLFP as creatures that have been
nurtured and nourished in the stinking
pond of Sinhala chauvinism; during its 17
years in power, the UNP was engaged in
genocidal war of destruction of the Tamil
nation; the Chandrika government since
it came to power has surpassed the UNP
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in conducting the war against the Tamil
nation; these two parties are not going to
negotiate a political solution recognising
the Tamil people as a separate nation;
therefore when they talk about a political
solution, that means imposing Sinhala
chauvinist domination upon the Tamils.

The article in the “Eelamurasu” aiso
answers the question it poses: For whose
benefit is this agreement reached be-
tween such chauvinist parties ? Certainly
it cannot be for the benefit of the Tamils;
these parties have been historically re-
sponsible for deepening and escalating
the ethnic conflict; they have been com-
peting with each other as to who would
better deprive more rights of the Tamils.
What are their respective positions on the
national question ? No difference what-
soever - they both deny recognition of the
Tamils as a nation, their homeland and
their right to self determination; what they
mean by a “common or bipartisan ap-
proach” is to seek a solution that guaran-
tees Sinhala chauvinist domination over
the Tamils.

The government of Sri Lanka on 26
March released the draft substantial sec-
tions of the proposed new constitution.
The new constitution, still being debated
by a parliamentary seiect committee,
would be proposed to the house within
the next couple of months, Justice and
Constitutional Affairs Minister G L Peiris
told a news conference.

“This reflects the results of the work
done by the select committee during the
past 15 months,” Peiris said adding that
the 18 chapters of the draft new constitu-
tion which were being released did not
include the chapter on devolution of power
to the regions was still under debate by
the select committee and was being held
back.

The new constitution proposes to
abolish executive presidency and a return
to Westminster-style parliamentary sys-
tem and to make Sri Lanka a more fed-
eral state. “Another aspect of making
democratic government of immediate
benefit to the people is the initiative to
devolve power to the proposed regional
councils” a synopsis of the constitution
said. "This empowerment of people at the
periphery will enable them to make deci-
sions on issues directly relevant to them
without reference to a central authority,”
the synopsis added. _

On proposed regional councils, it said
constraints placed on the provincial coun-
cils established in 1987 have been re-
moved. They have been made fully com-
petent within the devolved sphere. The
central government would have the power
to take immediate measures, including the
dissolution of a council, if any attempt was

made by a regional council to secede or
sever itself from the rest of Sri Lanka, it
said.

Peiris said the recent victory for the
ruling People’s Alliance at the local coun-
cil elections strengthened the govern-
ment's hand at taking the peace process
forward. Sri Lanka’s constitutional reforms
are expected to include devolution pro-
posals aimed at granting more autonomy
to minorities and ending the war in the
island’s north and east.

The new constitution also introduces
anumber of new rights guaranteeing pro-
tection for human rights and other free-
doms. If approved by a two-thirds major-
ity in parliament, the new constitution will
be putto the peopleina national referen-
dum.

The release of the draft constitution
has resulted in provoking a controversy
with the other political parties. The main
opposition UNP, strongly objected to Min-
ister Pieris’ move, saying that it is wrong
to release them to the press while delib-
erations on the draft constitution are still
on at the Parliamentary Select Commit-
tee. The UNP's position is that professor
Pieris has violated the provisions of the
Parliamentary Powers and Privileges Act.
The UNP leader, Ranil Wickramasinghe,
has also contradicted protessor Pieris’
claim that the draft chapters have re-
ceived the consensus of the parties atthe
select Committee.

Meanwhile, sources of the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress, a partner of the PA
coalition, also indicated that the SLMC
was not consulted before the release of
the draft constitution chapters. “We were
taken by surprise,’ remarked an SLMC
MP when asked whether his party knew
about the government decision to make

public the draft proposals that were un-’

der discussion at the Parliamentary se-
lect Committee. .

Political analysts, however, say that
the government may have taken a calcu-
lated risk by releasing to the public the
draft chapters of the constitution. “It is a
show of government's new strength as
against a weakened UNP. The govern-
ment probably wanted to celebrate the
local election victory by demonstrating
something positive to the electorate,’
commented an analyst with access to the
thinking of the PA leadership.

Local Poll Resuit Point

to Support for Peace

The ruling Peoples Alliance’s sweep-
ing win in the recently held local elections
has been seen by many commentators
as an endorsement of the government's
peace process through the devolution pro-
posals.

“Over the past two and a half years,
the government has gone to the grass-
roots with its peace message, and it

seems that the grassroots have accepted
that message,” said aTamil political ana-
lyst.

Analysts said the poil results showed
huge support for the PA in rural areas,
indicating that a large percentage of the
population favoured the government and
its peace plan to end the ethnic conflict.

“Qural voters seem to have grown up.
They no longer vote with their stomachs.
They are looking at the vote as ameans
of achieving long-term goals,” the Tamil
political analyst said.

“One can safely draw the conclusion
that, by and large, the (majority) Sinha-
lese people are in favour of a political set-
tlement” said Murugesu Sivasithampa-
ram, president of the Tamil United Libera-
tion Front (TULF).

“During the poll, while the PA actively
campaigned for the peace package, no
one in the UNP spoke against it,” he said.
“So the PA's victory and the UNP’s stand
{on the peace plan) shows that by and
large, the Sinhalese people support a
political settlement of the ethnic problem.”

The complete rout of the Mahajana
Eksath Peramuna(MEP), which stood at
the election on a platform of total opposi-
tion to the government's peace propos-
als, was also evidence of the people’s
rejection of extremist politics.

Election In Jaffna ?

Following the victory of the ruling
party in last month’s local elections in the
south of Sri Lanka, there is strong specu-
jation that the government may hold elec-
tions in the northern Jaffna peninsula
which remained for years the stronghold
of the Tamil Tigers until government forces
recaptured it at the beginning of last year.

“There is a strong possibility that elec-
tions (for local bodies) will be held in
Jaffna” said a senior government official.

Elections were not held in the war-
torn Tamil dominated north and east fol-
jowing representations from Tamil politi-
cal parties which told the government
conditions these areas were not condu-
cive for a free and fair poll. .

“It is only fair we give the choice of
the vote to people of the north and the
east, just as we did to people of the rest
of the country” the government official
said adding that an election would be a
good way to bring the people of these
areas into mainstream politics and that
holding elections in the Jaffna peninsula,
if not in the entire Northeast was a dis-
tinct possibility. None of the local bodies
in the district are currently functioning.

But a Tamil group, which has already
set up an office and started to function
said it would lobby the government for
more time if it decides to go ahead with
local polls there. ‘The situation immedi-
ately is not conducive for a free and fair
poll,” said Douglas Devananda, leader of
the Eelam People’'s Democratic Party.

“More than street lights and garbage
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collection, the people of Jaffna need
peace and an honourable settlement to
this war. Neither we, nor the government,
can offer them that right now,” Devananda
told the press. “The government has
made no concrete moves yet with the
peace plan and we have nothing to go to
the people with,” Devananda added.

If election is held in Jaffna, the LTTE
is bound to oppose and disruptit and call
upon the voters to boycott it. A spokes-
man for the LTTE in London said on 1 April
that, “Calling for elections in the army-
occupied areas of the north and eastis a
gimmick by the government to mislead the
donor countries into thinking that
normalcy has returned to Jaffna. How can
you hold a free election when the armed
forces are intimidating the local Tamil
population 7 Any election held under
these conditions cannot reflect the demo-
cratic wishes of the people.”

Human Rights
Commission Formed

Sri Lanka has set up a permanent na-
tional Human Rights Commission with
broad monitoring and investigative pow-
ers. Justice and Constitutional Affairs
Minister G.L.Peiris said that the five-
member body would replace the existing
Human Rights Task Force (HRTF) to rec-
tify inadequacies in the existing human
rights machinery.

“The setting up of the Human Rights
Commission is an historic occasion. The
protection of human rights is one of the
most fundamental concerns of our gov-
ernment,” the Minister said adding that
the Commission will try to settle disputes
before they go to court, advise the gov-
ernment on flaws in existing human rights
protection laws and raise community
awareness of rights issues and supervise
conditions of those in detention.

Peiris said the composition of the
Commission would be a bipartisan exer-
cise and reflect the country's ethnic bal-
ance. “The composition of the Commis-
sion will not be the sole prerogative of the
government,” he said. “We readily ac-
cepted an opposition suggestion that we
should consult the Leader of the Opposi-
tion when members of the Commission
are appointed. We also want minority
groups to be represented in the commis-
sion.”

Gerard Peytrignet, head of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) in Sri Lanka, said he hoped the
new organisation would help improve the
human rights situation in the island which
has over the years been the subject of
severe criticism by local and internationai
human rights bodies.

“The fact that we are present in the
country shows the need for strengthen-
ing human rights protection,” Peytrignet
said.

The following are the members of the
Human Rights Commission: Retired Su-
preme Court Justice, O. S. M. Senevi-
ratne, heads the Commission. The other
members are A. T. Ariyaratne, Professor
Arjuna Aluvihare, former JusticeT. Sun-
theralingam and Javed Yusuf. A briet
resume of each member of the HRC is
as follows:

O. S. M. Seneviratne: Retired judge
of the Supreme Court. Justice Senevi-
ratne, after retirement, headed a number
of investigative commissions and at
present heads the Commission to inves-
tigate malpractices in Sri Lanka'’s univer-
sities.

A.T. Ariyaratne: Leader of one of Sri
Lanka's largest Non Governmental Or-
ganizations, the Sarvodaya Movement,
and winner of the Gandhi Peace Prize in
1996.

Professor Aluvihare: Professor of Sur-
gery at University of Peradeniya.He pre-
viously held positions of the Vice- Chan-
cellor of Peradeniya University and Chair-
man, University Grants Commission.

Justice T. Suntheralingam: Retired
High Court Judge and Chairman of the
Presidential Commission investigating
Disappearances in the Central and Uva
Provinces.

Javed Yusuf. Presently Sri Lanka’s

ambassador to Saudi Arabia. A leading
human rights lawyer, he was briefly a
member of the National Advisory Group
of the Human Rights Task Force and the
Civil Rights Movement.

The law to set up the HRC was
passed last July in Sri Lanka's Parliament
unanimously. The delay in setting up of
the Commission had earlier been high-
lighted by the Amnesty International. The
law provides that the Commission mem-
bers be appointed by the President, on
the recommendation of the Constitutional
Council. Since, the Constitutional Coun-
cil is not yet in operation, the President
had consulted the Prime Minister, the
Speaker of Parliament and the Leader of
the Opposition in naming the Commission
members. -

Following news reports that the Com-
mission would replace the Human Rights
Task Force, some members of the Advi-
sory Council of the HRTF have recom-
mended that itbe absorbed into the Com-
mission to continue looking into the prob-
fems of detainees under the PTA and
Emergency Regulations. Their primary
concern was that the creation of the Com-
mission does not permit the loss of ex-
pertise gained by the HRTF in the course
of its activities over the past years.

Violence Against Women and Human Rights

Women who try to live and work be-
yond the watchful gaze of their family or
community risk becoming a target for
male violence, concluded a U.N. special
report on violence against women, pre-
sented by Radhika Coomaraswamy, Spa-
cial Rapporteur on Violence Against
Women. If the sexual behaviour of a
woman is considered inappropriate com-
pared with the community norms, she can
be punished. The punishment can range
from expulsion from the community to
floggings, stonings, and even death.

The study by the Sri Lankan expert,
presented on 4 April to the United Nati-
ons Human Rights Commission, concen-
trated on violence against women in the
community.

The community is two-faced in rela-
tion to the human rights of women, as they
are denied certain rights within it, and
others outside. Both the structures of eth-
nic and religious communities, and the
social institution of matrimony, discrimi-
nation in work and education, and sexual
harassment in public places, can form
part of the brutality, violence and discrimi-
nation against women.

Meanwhile, the community often pro-
vides a framework which offers women
support and social solidarity, especially
when state compensation is involved.

Coomaraswamy report looked into the
case of women who try to improve their

economic capacity by working outside
the domestic or immediate community
spheres, as in the free trade zones or
other areas which make intensive use of
poorly-qualified workers. This category of
women tend to be considered as sexu-
ally promiscuous by men, and therefore,
sexually available, she said. The sexual
harassment of female workers is common
in these zones, both in travelling to and
from work, and within the workplace it-
self.

The report accepted that for the ma-
jority of women, the community provided
the framework for the enjoyment of a so-
cial space. However, it can also be an
ambit which determines the restrictions
on female sexuality and its regulation. in
many cases, the girls and women are vic-
tims of violence in their communities as
a result of their sexuality or sexual be-
haviour,

The community also includes the civil
society organisations which were the first
to combat violence against women and
discrimination, both from the state and
other groups. It also tends to provide the
regulating elements which offer support
and safety to female victims of viclence
in their moments of crisis. The commu-
nity is also where groups work to help
women confront and protest about de-
grading or discriminating practices, by
raising consciousness and mobilising this
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sector.

The report, while also covering the in-
ternational situation of rape and sexual
violence against women, including har-
assment, violence against migratory
workers, and religious extremism, called
upon UN member-states to adopt institu-
tionalised measures providing for the re-
spect for women'’s rights.

The level of “disappearances” in Sri
Lanka has hit a new high, Amnesty Inter-
national warned as the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights examined
the country's human rights record.

Coinciding with the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment’s pledge at the Commission that
“full rigours of the law will be brought to
bear” on the perpetrators of human rights
violations, Amnesty International submit-
ted more than 400 cases of “disappear-
ances" to President Chandrika Kumaratu-
nga asking her to bring those responsi-
ble to justice.

Since the security forces regained
control over the Jaffna peninsulain north-
ern Sri Lanka between late 1995 and early
1996, the total number of “disappear-
ances” reported to the organisation has
reached 648 - the highest number since
1990.

“That more than 600‘disappearances’
can occur in one year despite the gov-
ernment’s claim that it is addressing the
problem is outrageous. This highlights the
need for action to be taken now - to pre-
vent these violations from continuing,”
Amnesty International said.

There is a clear pattern of the secu-
rity forces resorting to “disappearances”
in reprisal for attacks on the security
forces by members of the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). In one inci-
dent which occurred on 19 July 1996, the
day after the LTTE attacked the Mullaitivu
army camp, at least 40 young men “dis-
appeared” after they were rounded up by
army personnel in Kaithady, and sur-
rounding villages in the Thennamarachchi
Division. They were allegedly taken to
Navatkuli army camp but when relatives
went to make inquiries, they were not
given any information. Amnesty Interna-
tional fears that they may have been mas-
sacred.

Others “disappeared” after they were
taken into custody during round-up op-
erations. One case reported was from
Ayam Madduvil North, Chavakachcheri
on 19 April 1996, On that day, the army
took away dozens of young men who were
among scores of civilians who had taken
refuge at Madduvil Amman temple, as in-
structed by the security forces at the start
of the military operation code-named
“Riviresa 2." At least 20 of them have

never been seen since by their relatives.

The United Nations Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances
(UNWGEID) reports that in 1990 it re-
ceived 4,774 complaints from Sri Lanka.
By 1991, this figure had gone down to 410
and had further declined since. During
1995, 36 cases had been reported. Even
at this level, this represents one of the
highest rates in the world.

“The situation is reminiscent of the
mid-1980s,” Amnesty International said.
“Between 1983 and mid-1987, we re-
corded 860 ‘disappearances’ in the area,
nearly all of whom are still unaccounted
for. Now we have 600 in one year."

Amnesty International is calling on the
president to allow international and na-
tional observers, including the UNWGEID,
to visit Jaffna and assist the government
in enforcing measures to bring an end to
“disappearances”.

“While the government has taken
some measures to bring an end to ‘dis-
appearances’, torture and other human
rights violations, there is obviously a need
for more vigorous action,” Amnesty Inter-
national said.

“The government should start by
amending the Prevention of Terrorism Act
and Emergency Regulations which pro-
vide a context for these violations to oc-
cur. And it should come down heavily on
members of the security forces respon-
sible for such actions.”

Anti-Govt Demonstration
in Geneva

A high-profile well organised demon-
stration against the actions of the gov-
ernment of Sri Lanka organised by the
“Swiss Federation of Tamil Associations”
attended by many thousands was held on
17 March in Geneva, Switzerland to co-
incide with sessions of the UN Commis-
sion on Human Rights.

The overwhelming majority of the par-
ticipants in the demonstration were Tamils
residing in Switzerland and other adjoin-
ing European countries who travelled to
Geneva for the occasion in specially ar-
ranged coaches and trains. The demon-
strators carried card-board cut-outs of the
picture of theTamil Tiger leaderV.Piraba-
karan and placards and banners pro-
claiming their support and allegiance to
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), and shouting slogans demanding
that the LTTE be recognised by the inter-
national community as the representative
of the Tamils of Sri Lanka.

Those who participated and ad-
dressed the gathering at the end of the
march included Kumar Ponnambalam, the
leader of the All Ceylon Tamil Congress
and Rev.Fr. Emanuel, the former Catho-
lic Vicar General of Jaffna.

A press release issued following the
event by the Federation said, “The 0~

onstration march organised by the Swiss
Federation of Tamil Associations on 17
March in Geneva highlighted the geno-
cidal attack launched by Sri Lanka on the
Tamil people.

“Amongst the panellists at a well at-
tended press confersnce before the
march, were Ms.A Frankhauser, Member
of the Swiss National Parliament and
Committee Member of the Socialist Party,
Kumar Ponnambalam, General Secretary
of the All Ceylon Tamil Congress, Rev.
Father D.J. Emanuel, and Ms.Diedri
Macdonald, Human Rights Activist.

“Ms.Frankhauser expressed her soli-
darity with the Tamil struggle for freedom.
She said the actions taken by the Swiss
authorities against Nadarajah Murali-
dharan, the LTTE representative in Swit-
zerland, were a violation of international
human rights. In answer to a question
about the allegation that Tamils in Swit-
zerland were being forced'’ to contribute
funds to the LTTE she replied: ‘This is a
general charge made against freedom
struggles by those who are opposed to
them. The truth is that the allegation
against the LTTE is without any founda-
tion.

“Mr.Kumar Ponnambalam said that
Tamil youths were being arbitrarily and
illegally arrested and gave several spe-
cific instances. He added: ‘That the Sri
Lanka government is motivated by mala-
fides and has therefore much to hide from
the outside world is shown by the prohi-
bition on media personnel to North-East
- except, of course, on conducted tours.

“Rev.Father Emanuel said that he be-
longed to no political party but he was both
avictim of and a witness to the genocidal
attack launched by Sri Lanka on the Tamil
people. He recounted the church bomb-
ings and the exodus of thousands of
Tamils from their homes that he had wit-
nessed. He said that the oppression of
the Tamil people by successive Sinhala
governments had started long before the
birth of the LTTE. ‘The Liberation Tigers
and the armed resistance of the Tamil
people were the result of decades of op-
pressive rule.The LTTE was not the cause
of Sinhala oppression. It was the result!

“Ms.Diedri McDonald said that foreign
aid to Sri Lanka feeds the genocidal war
against theTamil people. Sri Lanka’s out-
side propaganda was very different to the
harsh internal reality of military suppres-
sion in the Tamil homeland. 'Sri Lanka’s
prohibition and restrictions on the media
go far beyond any reasonable demands
of national security - they help to hide the
rape, torture and extrajudicial killings from
the public gaze’.

“An estimated eight to ten thousand
Tamils and supporters of the Tamil Eelam
struggle marched from the centre of Ge-
neva through crowded streets to the
United Nations Headquarters at the Place
de la Nations. The slogans and placards

- irded the following: UN: Condemn Sri
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Lanka's Genocidal War on Tamils, Sri
Lanka Army: Quit Tamil Homeland, and
Foreign Aid to Sri Lanka Feeds war aga-
instTamils. The march ended with a rally
before the United Nations. The rally was
addressed by Nadarajah Muralidharan,
LTTE representative in Switzerland,
Mr.Kumar Ponnambalam, and by delega-
tes from Denmark, Germany and London,
amongst others.”

NGO Statement

As many as 53 Non-Governmental
Organisations, including the International
Commission of Jurists, the World Coun-
cil of Churches, the International Human
Rights Law Group, Robert F. Kennedy
Memorial Center for Human Rights, In-
ternational Federation of Journalists, he
Regional Council on Human Rights in
Asia, Pax Christi International, Pax
Romana and the International League for
the Rights and Liberation of Peoples, ina
joint statement called on both parties to
the conflict in Sri Lanka to secure a po-
litical solution to the conflict which rec-
ognises the right of the Tamil people to
determine their political status and the
need to ensure full human rights of all
persons in Sri Lanka.

The joint statement said, “ We are
gravely concerned by the continued
armed conflict, the violations of humani-
tarian law and human rights in the island
of Sri Lanka and the new military offen-
sive in the Tamil Homeland.

“Long ago in its resolution 1983/16 the
Sub-Commission expressed deep con-
cern over the communal violence in the
island. Three years later, the Commission,
in its resolution 1987 61 called upon the
parties to the conflict to respect fully the
universally accepted rules of humanitar-
ian law’ and appealed at the government
of Sri Lanka to allow humanitarian activi-
ties.

“14 years have elapsed since the first
resolution but the violations of humani-
tarian law and of human rights in Sri
Lanka - Tamil Eelam war are worse than
ever before. We note in particular that:

1. the civilian Tamil population con-
tinues to be a target of military operations,
including intensive aerial bombardment,
by the Sri Lankan forces: disappearances,
extra-judicial killings, rape, torture, arbi-
trary arrest and indefinite detention;

2. the North-East of the island is still
under an embargo of essential food and
medicine in violation of humanitarian law;

3. there are more than 825,000 dis-
placed Tamil civilians living under appall-
ing conditions which include acute short-
ages of water, food and medicine.”

The joint statement added that they
“consider itimperative that the Tamil peo-
ple chose their own political and national
status to end the Sri Lanka-Tamil Eelam
war and to provide meaningful interna-
tional support to secure the aspirations
of the Tamil people we urge the Commis-

sion to adopt a resolution calling upon the
Government of Sri Lanka to cease all
military operations against the Tamil ci-
vilian population”, and“to withdraw the oc-
cupying forces from the Tamit Homeland,
to lift the economic biockade in the North
and East, and to allow humanitarian aid.”

‘Soldiers Charged
for Murder

Eight Sri Lankan soldiers are facing
trial before a court on charges of the
murder of 25 Tamil civilians, including
women and children, in eastern Trinco-
malee a year ago. The soldiers are also
charged with the attempted murder of 26
civilians who were wounded when the
troops went on the rampage in the village
of Kumarapuram on February 11, 1996.

Official sources said that the soldiers
had apparently shot dead the civilians in
retaliation for the killing of two soldiers
by the Tamil Tigers near Kumarapuram,
south of Trincomalee, the same day. The
government, which is seeking to crack
down on human rights abuses by its se-
curity forces, ordered an inquiry into the
massacre after complaints by human
rights groups andTamil parliamentarians.

Arunasalam Paramarani, an 18-
year-old girl who survived a massacre of
Tamil civilians, giving evidence in a Trin-
comalee court on 3 April, told the Magis-
trate that the soldiers shot her mother
dead and wounded her cousin and iden-
tified two soldiers involved in the killings.

Three other witnesses, out of 120 to
be called in total, gave evidence at the
hearing which was postponed until April
30.

Anura Bandaranaike, the politically
estranged brother of President Chandrika
Kumaratunga has instituted legal pro-
ceedings alleging that his fundamental
rights guaranteed under Sri Lanka's con-
stitution been violated and is seeking 25
million rupees ($433,275) as compensa-
tion from the government for an alleged
arbitrary search of his house by police
last month.

Bandaranaike’s house was searched
on suspicion he was hiding a suspect, the
UNP Member of Parliament Susantha
Punchinilame, wanted by police for the
killing of a ruling People's Alliance MP
Nalanda Ellawala.

“The search was done with mischief
and with political motivation,” Bandara-
naike said. “The suspect (UNP MP) could
never have come into my house because
this is a high security area and in the
same compound where my mother

(Prime Minister Sirimavo Bandara-

naike) also lives.” Police officers from the
criminal investigations department had
entered his house late on the night of
February 12 without a search warrant,
Bandaranaike said. His lawyers said since
police had searched his house without a
warrant Bandaranaike had been subjected
to unequal treatment before the law which
was an infringement of his constitutional
rights.

Commission Finds
- Former Ministers
and Officials Guilty

Two former ministers and three pub-
lic officials have been found guilty of
abuse of power by a Special Presidential
Commission which also recommended
the suspension of their civic rights.

The Commission comprising which
has been probing in commercial deals en-
tered into by the previous United National
Party (UNP) government found ex- min-
isters Wijaypala Mendis and K.D.M.-
Chandra Bandara misused their positions
to influence decisions that cost the ex-
chequer millions of rupees. The Commis-
sion also found R. Paskaralingam, former
Secretary to theTreasury, and Ackiel Mo-
hammed, then Secretary to the Ministry
of Power and chairman of a privatisation
sub-committee, guilty of using their posi-
tions to influence decisions in privatisa-
tion of a key state firm and a tender for
bus chassis and bodies involving an In-
dian firm.

Paskaralingam left the country shortly
after the People’s Alliance won parliamen-
tary elections in August 1994.The report
of the Commission now goes to parlia-
ment for consideration and if the findings
and recommendations are approved a
vote, the individuals concerned will be
stripped of their civic rights, depriving
them of the right to vote and hold or stand
for public office. The Attorney General can
also institute criminal proceedings if he
decides that there is evidence to support
a prosecution.

The Commission said in its interim re-
port published in mid-March that Mr.
Bandara, who is deceased, and Moham-
med were found guilty of influencing the
Divestiture Committee, which was re-
sponsible for the privatisation of a plant
run by a unit of the state-owned Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation (CPC). The report
stated that the Nylon 6 plant was sold in
the early 1990s for 227.7 million rupees,
which represented only one-fifth of its val-
ued price of 1.2 billion rupees, to South
Korea's Tongyng Nylon Company Ltd. The
CPC had stipulated that only 60 percent
of the shares be sold but Mr. Bandara got
the Committee to sell 90 percent at a frac-
tion of the valued price, resulting in the
loss of millions of rupees to the govern-
ment, the report added.

Two other junior officials who were
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also subject to the investigation were not
found guilty since they were forced to fall
in line with the Minister's decision, the
Commission said.

The Commission said Mendis used
his position to exchange 76 acres of his
own land in the north-central Anurad-
hapura district with a similar acreage of
coconut plantation belonging to the Live-
stock Development Board (LDB) in
Dankutowa, just outside the island’s capi-
tal, Colombo. It said the exchange led to
a commercial loss for the LDB as the
market value of the coconut plantation
was two million rupees ($34,662) and that
of Mendis’ farm 988,500 rupees.

The Commission said it found
Paskaralingam guilty of influencing a con-
tract to buy 1,500 bus chassis and body
kits from India’s Ashok Leyland Ltd
(ASOK.BO) costing 43.7 million rupees
($757,365) in early 1990s. It added that
Paskaralingam pushed the letter of intent
for the contract to be issued to Ashok
Leyland without cabinet approval.

Investigations into several other alie-
gations in respect of other deals under
the previous regime were continuing, the
Commission said.

Police sources in Colombo claimed
that a high-ranking LTTE operative be-
longing to its suicide squad presently in
their custody has revealed information as
to the exact location where over one hun-
dred officers of the Sri Lankan security
forces and those belonging to the Indian
Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) are
imprisoned by the LTTE Considered as
a “prize catch”, the 26-year-old suspect,
Anthonypillai Anton Nesarajah, also
known as Major Rahu Appa, had report-
edly told police that the prisoners are
being held under tight security in a bun-
ker in the Periyamadu area in the north-
west Mannar district. “On the eastern side
of a tank in Periamadu, proceed to a dis-
tance of four kilometres at an angle of 45
degrees and you will come across this
high security bunker”, Nesarajah is said
to have told his investigators, adding that
the prisoners are manacled and chained
and the bunker in which they are held is
guarded by about 20 well-armed LTTE
cadres. He is also reported to have given
details about the LTTE's main ammuni-
tion dump situated eight miles in an east-
erly direction from the Mullaitivu-Nayaru
bridge in the Nedunkerny area.

According to the police, Nesarajah
who has now been taken to Colombo and
held in unidentified location under tight se-
curity, was first arrested in Mannar on
suspicion and later interrogated in Vavu-

niya.

During interrogation, Nesarajah is al-
leged to have confessed to have been a
key member of a suicide squad detailed
to assassinate President Kumaratunga
and the EPDP leader Douglas Devana-
nda. He had also videotaped Temple
Trees, the President’s official residence,
and Devananda's residence from a
high-rise building in the capital Colombo
and had also revealed plans to attack
helicopters used to transport senior gov-
ernment politicians and officials.

In the meantime, according to govern-
ment officials, President Kumaratunga
was said to be planning to move from her
heavily guarded residence, Temple Trees,
situated in the heart of Colombo to amore
secure location. The Temple Trees resi-
dence is protected by radar. anti-aircraft
guns and bunkers. Several roads in the
neighbourhood have been closed to traf-
fic.

Soldiers

Rape Women

Amnesty International, in a statement
dated 17 March, has expressed deep con-
cerned about the reported rape of Velan
Rasamma and her sister, VelanVasantha,
at Mayilampaveli Colony, Batticaloa dis-
trict, on 17 March 1997.

Velan Rasamma (34), a widow, and
her sister, Velan Vasantha (28) were al-
legedly raped by four soldiers at their
home in Mayilampaveli Colony, Batticaloa
district, on 17 March 1997. The soldiers,
from the Mayilampaveli army camp, re-
portedly forced their way into their home
around 11pm and took the women out-
side. There, they raped them repeatedly.

Both women made a complaint to the
local police at Eravur. A medical exami-
nation was carried out on the women at
the local hospital on 19 March. A further
complaint was made to the local Joint Op-
erations Commander who promised to
take action. However, to date no action
appears to have been taken against the
alleged perpetrators, states Amnesty In-
ternational.

Amnesty International has urged the
Sri Lankan government to take immedi-
ate action against the alleged perpetra-
tors, and to provide protection to these
women to ensure that the alleged perpe-
trators cannot put pressure on them to
withdraw their complaint to the police.

Bolgoda Trial Collapses

When the case against 22 members
of the STF including senior officers of the
Intelligence Unit for involvement in dump-
ing of bodies in the Bolgoda Lake was
taken up in Courts on March 13, the judge

commented that the relevant parties were
not presentin Court and that the absence
of representatives of the Attorney Gen-
eral's Department in such a situation was
an obstruction of justice. Saying that con-
tinuing with the trial in such a casewasa
waste of time, he added that he would not
sit again in this case.

The Bolgoda case was one which had
received a great deal of prominence both
locally and abroad since it was a blatant
situation of extra-judicial execution of
those in state custody. However, ever
since the case first broke in mid-1995 and
STF officers were found to be involvedin
the matter, there have been a series of
delays in the legal process. The Attorney
General's Department may be unable to
connect the fact that these persons were
in detention in the custody of those STF
officers who have been named in the case
and the fact that their dead bodies turned
up in Bolgoda to the satisfaction of a
Court. However, there have been judicial
precedents where Courts have found sen-
ior officers in charge of Units from where
detainees have disappeared to be respon-
sible for the disappearance and have im-
posed exemplary fines on such persons.

When the question of the collapse of
the case was raised during the recently
held sessions of the UN Human Rights
Commission, the Sri Lankan Ambassa-
dor Bernard Gunatilleke responded that
the Attorney General would be reinstat-
ing the proceedings before aTrial-at-Bar
in the High Court.

Jaffna Library
Rebuilding Project

The government is to spend 700 mil-
lion rupees ($12 million) in rebuilding the
Jaffna Public Library which was set on
fire by the security forces on 1 June 1981.
In addition to the building which was re-
duced to rubble, as many as 95,000 valu-
able books and documents including
those regarded as a storehouse of the lit-
erature and heritage of the Tamil people
were destroyed in the blaze in what was
then described as an exercise in cultural
incineration.

“The rebuilding of the Jaffna library is
symbolic of a new peace, a new under-
standing and a new harmony among the
people of Sri Lanka,” President Kumara:
tunga said, in launching the project. The
rebuilding of the Jaffna library would mari
the beginning of a lasting bond betweer
the people of the north and the south,
President Chandrika Kumaratunga said.

In a goodwill gesture, a Reuter report
datelined 10 April said that two Sinhalese
students handed over to President Kuma-
ratunga a book and a brick each, both of
which would go towards the rebuilding of
the Tamils’ most important intellectual
seat.
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- MSF Invited

to Jaffna Hospital

The government has requested the
Paris-based medical relief NGO, Medicine
Sans Frontieres (MSF), which is already
operating in Sri Lanka, to deploy team
medical personnel in the JaffnaTeaching
Hospital. Last October, the Health Minis-
try invited the relief agency to commence
working in Jaffna, but the Defence Minis-
try was reluctant then to give clearance
on “security grounds”.

MSF's Dr.Guillemmo Bertoletti con-
firmed the request made by the govern-
ment. One surgeon and paediatrician
would be in the team that wouid go to
Jaffna. The MSF is already active in the
Point Pedro government hospital. A seri-
ous drug shortage existed in Point Pedro
and medicine and other equipment worth
approximately Rs.1 million had been pur-
chased and handed over to the health
authorities, according to Dr.Bertoletti.

The MSF is not permitted to transport
medicine and equipment on their own.
Everything purchased by the MSF has to
be handed over to a certain department
handling supplies and then airlifted.
Dr.Bertoletti said that it would be easier
if the MSF was authorised to transportin
the vessel hired by the ICRC as that body
is the only humanitarian agency allowed
to operate a vessel between Jaffna pe-
ninsuia and the south.

The navy plans to triple its strength
and use more aggressive tactics in the
war against the formidable naval wing of
Tamil Tiger guerrillas, the Sri Lanka’s navy
chief said on 4 April. Admiral Cecil Tissera
said the navy needed a fleet three times
the size of its current 100-plus vessels to
meet the threat from the Sea Tigers na-
val wing of the LTTE.

“Sri Lanka being an island nation, we
should concentrate more on building up
the navy," Tissera told reporters. The Sea
Tigers have sunk several naval craft us-
ing a variety of unorthodox tactics, includ-
ing underwater suicide squads.

“The development of the navy will
take place in two phases - firstly, the im-
mediate development of our fighting ca-
pability with better armament and detec-
tion equipment, and secondly, the
long-term expansion of the fleet," Tissera
said. According to him the navy plans to
buy multi-purpose vessels to replace its
fleet of Chinese Shanghai-class gun-
boats. “These vessels will have bigger

guns for shore bombardment and be ca-
pable of meeting the LTTE threat from the
air and underwater,” he said.

More Dvora-class fast attack craft,
shallow-draft inshore patrol craft and land-
ing craft would be acquired, mostly
through local production to save foreign
exchange and generate more jobs, he
said. The navy also planned to buy a
high-speed hovercraft for amphibious
operations and troop transport, the first
of what could become a fleet of hover-
craft, he said.

The government has allocated 44 bil-
lion rupees (US$754 million) for defence
this year, of which the navy gets about
6.7 billion rupees. Defence spending in
calendar 1997 will account for about 22
percent of total government spending.

In recentyears, the navy has acquired
waterjet-propelled attack craft from Israel
and patrol boats from France, while China
has sold an anti-submarine warfare ves-
sel and gunboats and landing craft. The
naval buildup began after the Tigers in
April 1995 sank two gunboats in the east-
ern port of Trincomalee, the navy’s big-
gest base, leading to the resumption war
between government forces and the Ti-
gers.

Cash Relief to Displaced
Tamils Stopped

Sri Lanka authorities announced on
15 April that financial aid to Tamil refu-
gees in northern welfare centres and be-
gan issuing food items instead in an ef-
fort to persuade them to return to their
homes. “We have stopped financial aid
from today because we want to encour-
age them to go home,” said a govern-
ment official. Each family used to be given
250 rupees ($4.3) and individuals 50 ru-
pees (85 cents) a day to buy food, he said.

Most of the people were displaced by
fighting between government forces and
LTTE in the Wanni region last year. "More
people are expected from the other side
(LTTE controlled areas) in a few days,’
said K. Ganesh, the senior government
administrator in the northern town of Va-
vuniya. Some 15,500 Tamils lived in gov-
ernment welfare centres in Vavuniya.
“Many of them have been staying for up
to six months. Some appear to think they
can stay on and have not decided to re-
turn to their homes.”

“We cannot accommodate all of them
so we are trying to encourage those al-
ready in the camps to return to their
homes,” he added. “It is so crowded that
there is hardly enough room for people to
cook.”

The authorities claimed in early April
that about 60,000 displaced Tamils had
crossed to government-controlled Vavu-
niya since last October from LTTE-held

areas in the Wanni. It said 43,775 of the
refugees had been sentto theirhomes in
Jaffna and other parts of the north. A
military statement said that aimost every
day several hundreds of displaced peo-
ple were crossing over to government-
controlled areas at Thandikulam, near
Vavuniya.

In the wake of non-LTTE Tamils par-
ties like the EPDP and PLOTE setting up
offices and commencing political work in
the Jaffna peninsula, EPDP leader Doug-
las Devananda was recently named by the
government as a co-Chairman of the Dis-
trict Co-ordinating Committee for the dis-
tricts of Jaffna and Kilinochchi. The other
co-Chairman is Gamini Fonseka, the
Governor of the North-East Province. This
Committee would have the responsibility
for co-ordinating civilian administration
and economic development in the north-
ern peninsula. The DCCs are statutory
bodies originally headed by Government
Agents. in the districts of Trincomalee and
Batticaloa, A.Thangathurai and Joseph
Pararajasingham of the TULF function as
Chairman.

Mr. Devandanda had visited Jaffna
several times recently under heavy se-
curity provided by the security forces, and
in mid-March he chaired the inaugural
meeting of the newly established DCCin
Jatfna. On his return to Colombo, Mr.De-
vananda said that rehabilitation activities
and the day to affairs in Jaffna were im-
proving. He along with other Jaffna MPs
belonging to non-LTTE parties had dis-
cussed a wide range of matters in con-
nection with the rehabilitation and rebuild-
ing of the war-ravaged peninsula. With the
assistance government officials there,
they had worked out an elaborate pro-
gramme to be implemented in three dif-
ferent stages.

According to Mr.Devananda, the first
stage would cover the immediate prob-
lems facing the day to day lives of the
people, the second one would be an in-
terim scheme and the third would be long
term one for the rehabilitation and recon-
struction of Jaffna. “We are now mainly
concentrating on raising the funds for the
rehabilitation and development of the
Jaffna peninsula. The allocations from the
government as well as from foreign do-
nors are urgently needed.”

One of the main reason for the Jaffna
people to draw close to the political par-
ties now operating in Jaffna is the re-
ported disappearance of many young
persons. Parents or next of kin first go to
the army camps or police stations in
search of the disappeared persons, but
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when they fail to get a satistactory re-
sponse they go to the offices of these
political parties which are able to estab-
lish contact with and seek information
from the security forces operating there.

Predictably the Tamil Tigers are op-
posed to these parties operating in Jaffna,
or for that matter anywhere, and have de-
nounced them as traitors and quislings
of the government. A statement from the
LTTE on 19 March said, “The Sri Lankan
government promotes these Tamil quis-
ling groups - PLOTE, TELO, EPRLF,
EPDP and a government-backed splinter
group of EROS - internationally as the
“true” representatives of the Tamil
people...These pro-government Tamil
groups were responsible for the murders
of many Tamil people though it was im-
possible to determine the precise number
due to the secrecy with which these
groups operated. They were also to blame
for numerous disappearances at illegal
detention centres...... Itis well known that
these same groups operated during the
period of the IPKF presence in Tamil
Eelam at which time they collaborated
with the occupying army and carried out
some of the worst atrocities against the
Tamil people. They continue to play the
same role today with the occupying Sin-
hala army.”

The re-opening of a key road link in
northern Sri Lanka after eight years has
given a new lease of life to the people of
war-ravaged Mannar, who are now busy
putting their lives back in order, a Reuters
report datelined 9 April said.

The report added that until February,
when the military cleared the road,
Mannar was isolated from the rest of the
island as the highway was controlled by
the LTTE. But now loaded trucks travel
the road linking dusty Mannar - famous
for its fish and rice - to Vavuniya, 100 km
(60 miles) to the east every day. While
fish and rice is sent from Mannar, trucks
bring in flour, soft drinks, cement and
other commodities that until recently were
juxuries for the town's 30,000-odd peo-
ple. There is a construction boom as peo-
ple rebuild their homes. L

“Unlike many other districts, Mannar
used to be a highly productive district. We
supplied the country with a substantial
amount of its fish and rice requirement,’
said Velupillai Vishvalingam, a deputy
government administrator of Mannar.
“Now, with the road open, we are opti-
mistic of regaining some of that stature,”

Vishvalingam told Reuters during a recent
visit to Mannar, 240 km (150 miles) north
of Colombo.

Government forces captured the high-
way, which is now reduced to a dirt track
in many places, after a lengthy offensive,
pushing the LTTE rebels to the north of
the road. Signs of economic revival are
strong. “As far as transport is consid-
ered, the situation has improved tremen-
dously,” said Xavier Cruez, a Catholic
priest and head of the Mannar Associa-
tion for Relief and Rehabilitation. "Till the
road was opened, Mannar experienced
severe scarcities in just about everything.
Whatever that came here had to come by
sea and was expensive,” he said.

“We're already seeing a drop in prices
and the demand for construction mate-
rial, like cement and steel, is rising,” said
Colonel Udaya Ariyaratne, commander of
Mannar's armed forces.

Vishvalingam said about 100 tonnes
offresh and dried fish left Mannar daily,
bound for markets in Colombo. Nearly half
of the district's expected rice production
of 32,300 tonnes this year had found
markets outside the district, he said.

But the army has been told to limit
incoming supplies of many items, fearing
they may fall into the hands of rebels who
still control large areas to the north and
Northeast of Mannar. “Still, there are a

fair price

[ T7.S.T. SKY TRAVEL __

* We offer you flights on scheduled airiines at a

* We specialise in flights to Sri Lanka, India, Malaysia,
Singapore, USA, Canada & Australia
*  We will gladly refund the price difference if you can
convince us that you could have got the same ticket
cheaper elsewhere on the same date of purchase.
Please contact Mr. S. Thiruchelvam

Office Residence

255 Haydons Road, 69 Toynbee Road
Wimbledon Wimbledon

London SW19 8TY London SW20 8SH

Tel: 0181-543 3318 Tel: 0181-542 5140

P

@ Conveyancing (Sale and
Purchase-houses, Flats
Commercial property)

@ Partnership agreement,
Power of attorney,
last wills etc.

Please Ring

BALA & CO

Solicitors and Administrators of Oaths

We offer friendly legal service on
@ Immigration
@ Divorce and Matrimonial
@ Civil and Criminal Litigation
@ Landlord and Tenant
@ Employment

Legal Aid also available
B. Balaraman

Address: 101 Wakefield Street, East Ham, London E6 1NR
Telephone: 0181-548 8808

INTERNATIONAL HBH
LIFE ASSURANCE ™~

LIFE, CRITICAL ILLNESS, SAVING PLAN
& SCHOOL FEES PLAN

INTERNATIONAL PENSION

Personal Pension, Executive Pension and
Company Pension

INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENT
Virtually Tax-Free Offshore Fund Growth

WORLD-WIDE COVER FOR
NON-UK RESIDENTS

) |

BUYING AND SELLING RESIDENTIAL
PROPERTIES IN INDIA/SRI LANKA

Please contact: P. SRINIVASAN
Independent Financial Adviser

Regulated by the Investment Authority
For Investment Business Only

32, Abbots Lane, Kenley, Surrey CR8 5JH
Tel: 0181-664 8800 / 0181-763 2221

Fax: 0181-763 2220




15 APRIL 1997

TAMIL TIMES 13

few LTTE rebels in town. They mingle with
civilians and hide from us. We have to
ensure that while the town gets its require-
ments, they don't fall into LTTE hands,"
Colonel Ariyaratne said.

At the Mannar hospital, the number
of patients has doubled since the road
opened.“A lot of people outin the villages,
who earlier did not seek treatment, now
have access to the hospital,” said a medi-
cal worker from a Western aid agency.
But the operation to clear the road has
also forced about 80,000 of the district's

. original residents to cross over to
rebel-held areas in the north. “Now we
have to consider the plight of those peo-
ple, too,” said Father Cruez. “They have
been dislodged from their homes and
fields and are living as refugees.”

Mystery Surrounds -

Missing Helicopter

A Sri Lankan helicopter gunship with
two pilots and a technician on board went
missing on 19 March about two hours af-
ter taking off from a northern military
base, according to Defence Ministry offi-
cials. It is reported that one pilot and the
technician were Russians.

Search operations carried for the
missing Russian-built Mi-24 helicopter,
which was believed to have gone down
off the coast of northeastern Mullaitivu,
have proved unsuccessful.

A Defence Ministry spokesman told
press that two Mi-24s took off from the
Palaly airbase in the northern Jaffna peni-
nsula ataround 10.45 a.m. heading east.
At around 12.45 p.m. one was reported
to have gone missing. The other helicop-
ter landed at Trincomalee in eastern Sri
Lanka.

Mi-24s are part of the air force’s at-
tack fleet used in the war against the
LTTE. It was not known if the helicopter
had been shot down by the Tigers who
control large areas of the northeast where
the helicopter disappeared. But the Tigers
did not claim that they were responsible
for the missing helicopter.

Sri Lanka’s small air force has already
lost six aircraft this year in operations
against the Tigers. A Pucara ground at-
tack aircraft exploded over the northeast-
ern Polonnaruwa district on 15 March af-
ter the pilot had ejected safely.

Tamil Tigers blew up aY-12 transport
plane at the China Bay air base in
Trincomalee in early March while in Feb-
ruary an An-32 transport plane crashed
while taking off from a base near Co-
lombo, killing three servicemen and
wounding 36. In January, a Kfir fighter jet
crashed after the pilot had ejected after
takeoff from the Katunayake base, just
~orth of Colombo. A Y-12 with four peo-
pie aboard and an unmanned drone, both
on reconnaissance missions, went miss-
ing the same month.

The Strugyle for a Seat
In the Ship Thraki

by Chistopher Kamalendran, Trincomalee

The Finnish Captain of the ship that
shuttles between Trincomalee and Kanke-
santhurai has not taken a single day off
sinceThraki, as the shipis called, began
its mission in last September.

Worse is the plight of the passengers
the ship carries. Among them were the
displaced of Jaffna who go through tre-
mendous hardship for months in Trinco
before they get a place in the ship to go
to Jaffna for which they require security
clearance. Obtaining security clearance
is also a difficult process, pushing the dis-
placed into more hardship.

In KKS (Kankesanthurai) too, hundr-
eds of people, some of who require ur-
gent medical treatment, wait for a long
time in the waiting list to get a place in
the ship.

Thraki takes three days to come back
toTrincomalee, Passengers lucky enough
to get a place on the ship would have
spent at least a month awaiting the secu-
rity clearance and a place on the ship.
Reserving a place on the ship is a diffi-
cult task, but life in transit refugee camps
in Trincomalee is more difficult.

The Sunday Times team visited two
overcrowded transit camps in the
Trincomalee town. The inmates have no
choice but to bear with inhuman condi-
tions there until they get back to their
homes. The two camps - the Glass fac-
tory and the camp at the Sangamitha Pil-
grims Rest - house more than 2000 in-
mates each at any given time. Facilities
available there are hardly enough for 1200
persons.

Not only refugees, but regular pas-
sengers as well are clamouring for a berth
in the ship that carries only 289 passen-
gers. But priority is given to the displaced
many of whom stay in lodging houses and
with friends and relatives.

Trinco Divisional Secretary, V.Velum-
mylum says, “for a day | am receiving at
least 500 displaced persons from Vavu-
niya. In addition | get 300 more applica-
tions from regular passengers who want
to go to Jaffna. We give priority to the dis-
placed persons

In addition to the ship Thraki, there
are two other smaller chartered vessels
taking refugees and passengers between
KKS andTrincomalee.

Refugee influx to Trincomalee soared
after the recent Operation Edibala. More
than 13,000 refugees who have arrived
in Vavuniya from the uncleared areas want
to get back to their homes in Jaffna. Un-

able to proceed further south, the only
option open to them is to return to Jaffna.

Nagendran Devendran, 30, a fisher-
man from the northern town of Karainagar
left Jaffna a year ago. While in Vavuniya,
he said his parents, sister and one of his
aunts died of malaria due to lack of proper
medical treatment.

“It's difficult living in Vavuniya. The
only place left for me is Jaffna and | am
trying to get back to my native place,
Devendran said adding that life in Jaffna
was much better than in Vavuniya,

Eagambaranathan Sivalingam, an
electric welder on his way back to Jaffna
said that even if he got back to Jaffna it
was not possible to start his job as there
was no electricity. “But it is still better go
back to Jaffna and stay there,” he said.

Among those awaiting their turn to re-
turn to Jaffna are government servants,
farmers, fishermen and students. All of
them are determined to get back to Jaffna
and try to start a new life, although they
are not quite sure as to what is in store
for them., )

(Courtesy of Sunday Times)

Sri Lanka does not expect a rise in
its defence spending this year, according
to atop finance ministry official. P.B.Ja-
yasundera, deputy secretary to the Treas-
ury, said military spending should not top
the proposed budget of 44 billion rupees
($758.6 million) for 1997.

“The 1897 budget is more a military
type of budget, which has fully accom-
modated the military requirement,” he
said. "Each plane crash does not mean
that we have to add something,” Jaya-
sundera said in reference to the country's
air force, which has lost six aircraft dur-
ing military operations this year.

Sri Lanka's defence spending in 1995
was 34 billion rupees, but rose sharply to
nearly 46 billion, or about six percent of
gross domestic product, last year as the
war escalated. Jayasundera said the big
increase was largely because previous
budget forecasts had been made on the
assumption that there would be no esca-
lation in the conflict. "There was a gross
underestimation in terms of events” he
said.
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uccess in any ch-
allenging task de-
pends on the ad-
option of the rightstr-
ategy and importantly
on the way its execu-
ted. This is an axiom
that applies to a wide
range of fields from the

PEACE PROCESS:
TIME FOR MEANINGFUL ACTION

indicates that there
is ample room for
the Government to
demonstrate its sin-
cerity in addressing
the grievances of
the Tamils.

The Prdfessor

operation of business
venturesto wars. Win-
ning the peace is often

By Dr.S. Na‘rapalasingam

has drawn attention
to an important

more difficult than
achieving military vic-
tories in the battle field. if the strategy is
wrong, then the method of execution be-
comes irrelevant for success and inevita-
bly will result in colossal losses. The worst
case is when both the strategy and ex-
ecution are fallacious.

National reconciliation becomes more
difficult, when the civilians experience un-
told suffering as a result of the long dura-
tion of the war in which the methods of
prosecution include blatant violations of
tundamental rights, deliberate harass-
ment of innocent civilians and the impo-
sition of economic hardships on the en-
tire people. Winning the hearts and minds
of the people caught in the war is crucial
for achieving the peace goal. If the latter
is the ultimate aim, as claimed by the pro-
ponents of the strategy of ‘war for peace’,
then there is little evidence so far to dem-
onstrate the success of this strategy in
terms of convincing the affected people.
The wisdom of adopting this strategy has
been questioned not only by this writer
but by many others in theTamil Times, si-
nce the resumption of hostilities between
the LTTE and the Sri Lankan armed forces
in April 1995,

The feeling among the Tamils in the
North-East that they are living under an
occupying force, which happens to com-
prise almost fully members of the Sinha-
lese community who cannot communicate
with the civilians because of the language
barrier, enduring all the harsh punish-
ments of the army as retaliation for any
shiper attack by the rebels is not condu-
cive for achieving peace. It is a fact that
in the mind of the ordinary soldier, the
Tamils are the traditional enemies of the
Sinhalese. This perception have got in-
grained as a result of the racist rhetoric
used by shortsighted politicians over sev-
eral decades merely to win votes.

Although there has been a desirable
change with regard to the attitude towards
the Tamils among the new leadership that
emerged in 1994, this has neither gone
down to lower levels where direct deal-
ings with the public take piace nor yielded
some tangible benefits to give the ne-
glected people the hope that there will
soon be a fair and just political solution to

the ethnic problem. In this situation, the
“war for peace” strategy has only hurled
doubt in the minds of the affected people
on its purpose.

Political Pulture

The alienation of the minorities is the
result of the evolution of the attitude that
retaining or regaining power by whatever
means, however immoral or damaging to
others and the country as a whole is part
of the political process. There is some evi-
dence that it is precisely this kind of atti-
tude that has contributed to the ascend-
ence of political violence in Sri Lanka. As
Prof. S.T. Hettige, an eminent sociologist
and Head of the Department of Sociol-
ogy, University of Colombo in an interview
(published in the Sunday Island of March
16, 1997) has explained, that until 1977
the two parties gained ruling power aiter-
nately not by advocating seriously com-
mon policies and political ideology but by
simply promising various personal ben-
efits, such as jobs, promotions, transfers,
licences for different business purposes,
funds etc. to their supporters. As re-
sources were scarce, it was impossible
to fulfil such unrealistic promises, in so
far as many supporters not so close to
the politicians in the ruling party. When it
was found that this tactic would no longer
be effective to win votes for petty personal
gains and to serve the personal interest
of the members of the political parties and
their leadership, the main political parties
resorted to large scale political violence
as a means of “coming to power or re-
taining power”

What the Professor has missed in his
observations is that both parties had in
the past used the minority Tamils alsoas
ameans of coming to power or retaining
power.The non-implementation of ratified
legislations and approved policies pro-
nounced initially as government's commit-
ments to eliminate the discrimination
against the Tamils has been an intrinsic
part of this strategy. The recent complaint
to the Official Languages Commission by
the TULF regarding non-compliance with
the law relating to the maintenance of
the elections register in the Tamil langu-
age and the failure to issue polling cards
in Tamil by the Commissioner of Elections

point hitherto not
highlighted by other
independent politi-
cal analysts, namely, ‘that even if it (LTTE)
gains control of the north and east through
democratic means, it will still notbe in a
position to achieve its goals. This is one
reason why democracy is anathema to
the LTTE.” It is not unreasonable to con-
clude that the politicians, while claiming
to uphold democratic principles have by
their own immoral actions contributed to
the erosion of the confidence of the
masses in the democratic process. The
two unsuccessful uprisings in the south
can also be attributed to the frustration
of the youths with the political system.
There has to be radical change in the
political process in Sri Lanka to assure
confidence in its fairness among all com-
munities in the different regions.

Lucien Rajakarunanayake, the vet-
eran columnist highly respected for his
realistic and forthright comments on po-

. litical affairs in Sri Lanka wrote (Sunday

Leader of March 16, 1997). "Between
them (UNP and the SLFP) the two par-
ties have threatened the safety and civic
rights of the citizens and it is time to ask
what role these parties have, if any, in a
democracy. Are they in what is called the
political mainstream for the people orfor
themselves? The answer is quite simple.
Both are there for what they can get out
of it. They are in politics for its spoils. For
the power, privileges, contracts and other
benefits they can get out of politics.

“The level of violence in the recent lo-
cal government elections makes it clear
that the leadership of both the UNP and
SLFP have no interest in an end to the
violence and terror that has been bredin
this country, under the cover of a demo-
cratic mask. It was surprising to read how
Ranil Wickremesinghe promised to ap-
point a police commission to inquire into
the police when they return to power. The
irony of this pledge lies in that it came
from the leader of the UNP who keeps
accusing this government of only appoint-
ing commissions of inquiry, and doing
nothing else to solve the problems of the
people. Even worse, one realises that this
pledge to probe the police comes from
the leader and former prime minister of a
party which was largely responsibie for
the wholesale politicisation of the police.
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It was the party that gave promotions to
police officers the very day after they had
been guilty of human rights infringements
by the supreme court.”

Several citizen groups have mobilised
themselves to deal with the menace of
political violence. The statement issued
by the Coalition against Political Violence
on February 13 (published in the TT of
15, March 1997) highlighted the threat to
democracy posed by renewed acts of
political violence. The Peoples Associa-
tion for Free and Fair Elections (PAFF-
REL) in collaboration with the Movement
for Free and Fair Eiections (MFFE) moni-
tored the March 21st local government
elections. Reporting centres were estab-
lished to report complaints of intimidation,
impersonation and other forms of vio-
lence. it had over 10,000 observers at the
various polling booths and in addition
mobile units to monitor the elections.

The Free Media Movement (FMM)
wanted the two monitcring groups to dis-
close early all the information they had
gathered about alleged incidents of vio-
lence and malpractices to the media. Ac-
cording to the statistics released later by
the monitors, of the 2,000 incidents of ele-
ction-related violence nearly 1,000 were
of a serious nature. This included seven
killings. The monitors had said “another
disturbing feature was the apparent po-
lice inaction in more than 90% of the
cases" The PAFFREL/MFFE report con-
demns the political parties for not taking
“any meaningful action to demonstrate
unequivocally their rejection of violence.”
This is yet another instance of the con-
tradiction between declaration of intent
and actual performance on the ground
that has become the salient feature of the
country’s political culture.

Self-serving politicians

Lisa Marshall, a psychologist at Glas-
gow’s Caledonian University in a
three-year research project that involved
interviewing 105 long-term offenders in
Scottish prisons discovered 50 of them
were psychopaths. She questioned all
and compared their answers to a widely
used list of 20 characteristics of a psy-
chopath (ref. the UK newspaper, “The In-
dependent” of 4 September 1996). Inter-
estingly these include: being selfish; cal-
lous; remorseless user of others; patho-
logical liar; lacking in remorse; fails to
accept responsibility for actions; has high
sense of self-worth; has socially deviant
lifestyle; needs constant stimulation; is
irresponsible; has unrealistic goals; and
is promiscuous. According to her, many
politicians have the characteristics of psy-
chopaths but without the criminal intent.
Had she considered the behaviour of
some of our politicians, she probably
would have concluded differently!

The comment of Lucien Rajakaruna-
nayake in his column in the Sunday Lea-
der of March 9, 1997 is apt here. He had
observed: “Those who seek to enter lo-
cal government today, as a stepping stone
to provincial councils and later to parlia-
ment, are a new breed that has made
easy money by hook and by crook, but
find such money giving them little accept-
ance in society. They seek the acceptance
through politics, and in the process be-
come the patrons of violence and thug-
gery”What he had failed to add was that
for those accustomed to making easy
money by hook and by crook, any oppor-
tunity for continuing this practice would
not be missed after entering politics. The
appeal to the voters made by President
Chandrika Kumaratunga before the local
government elections substantiates the
above concern. She is reported to have
said in a public rally in Kolonne: “it is also

your duty to ensure that only candidates

who have a clean record are elected. They
should display no criminal tendencies.”

Many politicians at the national level
can by no means be considered as men
chosen for their superior virtue, wisdom
and dedication and discretion to act in the
higher national interests. The very fact
that politicians have thought it necessary
to carry arms, in addition to those car-
ried by the security personnel assigned
to them, even when they go to their own
electorates shows the extent to which
politics in Sri Lanka has become milita-
rised. The paranoia that has engulfed the
Lankan society is not exclusively from the
sporadic attacks on civilian targets by the
Tamil rebels. The recent tragic events, un-
related to the ethnic conflict, have clearly
proved that “terrorists” are present even
outside the North-East.

Concerted effort needed

The Special Report No.8 of UTHR
(Jaffna) released on 7th March 1997, ex-
poses the hidden unethical way the State
machinery continues to function and the
failure of the Government to end the dis-
criminatory practices of some bureau-
crats, who ignore the principles of good
governance to which the Government
claims to be committed. The kind of
warped reasoning which has deprived the
legitimate rights of the minorities contin-
ues to influence their thinking. “Where it
is anissue where the law appears to place
the minority in an advantageous position,
a grave crisis and a threat to peace are
discovered and used as an argument to
deprive the members of the minority of
benefits” An important message con-
veyed in the report is that“efforts towards
devolution will not be fruitful unless the
State begins to take steps towards gain-
ing the confidence of the people in the
North- East”" It has quite rightly stressed
that“ confidence building must therefore

be an exercise independent of the {devo-
lution) package. In part it involves clean-
ing the Augean stables that comprise the
State machinery”

Although there are peace and civil
rights movements in Sri Lanka, they have
not bothered to “marshal their energies,
coordinate their activities and bring to
bear a common voice of the people.”itis
astonishing that those who worked so en-
thusiastically to put an end to political vio-
lence in Sri Lanka had remained indiffer-
ent to the abuses of the State machinery
and the mistrust that permeated at an
alarming rate all sections of the society.
In order to have lasting peace in Sri
Lanka, mutual trust must prevail between
the diverse ethnic, religious and regional
groups and all must have trust in the leg-
islative, executive and judicial branches
of the government. A drastic change in
the way the state machinery functions
consistent with the fundamental change
in the ideology that hitherto allowed in-
justices to be perpetrated, both overtly
and covertly, against the minorities is des-
perately needed in order to give credence
to the peace efforts.

Lord Buddha preached to reject those
doctrines which when putin practice led
to loss and suffering. Those who had lost
their lives and of their dear ones and/or
endured untold suffering either in the
north or south are mostly the poor peo-
ple. To ignore the continued suffering of
the innocent and impoverished people is
unacceptable in a society that claims to
be humane.

Apparently, there is a perception that
to condemn the unethical or unjust stand
of any group is likely to infuriate some
section of the population and therefore it
is prudent to remain passive or silent. if
this attitude continues even among rea-
sonable citizens, righteousness will re-
main buried and evil will prevail. The strik-
ing paradox in Sri Lanka is that while the
country has a very high literacy rate and
intellectuals who have received recogni-
tion nationally and some even internation-
ally, yet very littte has been done outside
the political process to avert the kind of
man-made disasters that have brought so
much misery to the people.

There are no constitutional or other
legislative constraints for the government
to demonstrate its seriousness in bring-
ing about the much needed changes vital
for removing the psychosis of fear and
giving hope for peace and security to the
people. Practices that unlawfully penal-
ise the minorities and which have got
deeply entrenched in the State appara-
tus, both civil and military, as a result of
their prolonged use over several decades
cannot be condoned by the government,
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that is committed to resolving the ethnic
conflictin a just manner. Even here much
could be done within the existing legal
framework, while the devolution package
is taken through the process of making it
constitutional. Durable peace in Sri Lanka
requires more than the reform of the con-
stitution, although this is essential.

Meaningful Actions

A permanent Human Rights Commis-

sion has been set up recently under the
Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka
Act. At the inauguration ceremony the
Justice Minister Prof. G.L. Peiris is re-
ported to have said: “Protection of human
rights is one of the important pledges the
People’s Alliance gave the people before
the 1994 August elections and the set-
ting up of the Human Rights Commission
makes that a reality.” Until one sees how
effectively the Commission functions in
bringing to justice tie violators of human
rights in Sri Lanka, regardless of their po-
sitions in the government and society, it
is premature to conclude that the pledge
has been fulfilled. However, there is some
hope for improvement on this front judg-
ing from two separate developments tak-
ing place in Sri Lanka.

Amidst growing concern at incidents
of rape and harassment in the North-
East, the ICRC in Colombo has initiated
a programme that will emphasize the
need for compassion and discipline amo-
ng the government forces. The ‘law of
war’ is now being taught in depth. This
should have been done years ago. The
judges are also getting firm on human
rights violators. While welcoming such
positive steps, it must be stated that these
only touch the tip of the iceberg. Given
the complex nature of the problem, great
deal remains to be done both within and
outside the political process. The vivid
description in the latest special report of
UTHR (Jaffna) relating to the happenings
in Trincomalee and which have contrib-
uted to the mistrust and fear among dif-
ferent communities there, gives an idea
of the priorities that need to be established
for achieving lasting peace.

It is stated: “Trincomalee is an area
where the damage and discriminatory
practices of state structures are most
deeply entrenched, and have shown no
change for the better under the present
Government. It would serve the cause of
peace well if the Government would make
an effort to understand the situation and
make Trincomalee a model of how differ-
ent communities can realise their com-
mon interest of harmonious co-existence.’

In an exclusive interview published in
the March 1997 issue of “Business To-
day”, Foreign Minister Mr.L.Kadirgamar
has reiterated the present government’s
total commitment to the devolution pro-
posals. He emphasized: “we will not be
deterred by adverse propaganda, we will

not be deterred by threats, we are defi-
nitely going to put these proposals to par-
liament, and in fact when necessary to
the people.” Such declarations no matter
how often they are repeated will not give
confidence and hope to the people, who
continue to suffer physically and mentally
without any sign of some relief. President
herself has been in the forefront explain-
ing to the Sinhalese people the urgency
for a political solution to the ethnic prob-
lem through the devolution of powers.The
Tamil people desperately need in the in-
terim some tangible relief that alleviates
their suffering.

The ruling People's Alliance landslide
victory in the March 21st local govern-
ment elections has strengthened Presi-
dent Kumaratunga’s hands to steer the
country out of the crisis situation with con-
fidence. During the election campaign the
PA reiterated its commitment to:- the
peace plan, restoration of human rights,
democracy, eradication of bribery and
corruption and uplift the living conditions
of the people. The MEP which virulently
attacked the devolution package was
badly defeated at this election toc. There
cannot be any valid grounds for any main-
stream political party to obstruct the gov-
ernment from giving the people what they
have been yearning for so long to live in
peace without the fear of being terrorised
by groups within and outside the govern-
ment.

The Justice and Constitutional Affairs
Minister Prof. G.L. Peiris told a news con-
ference on March 26, the day 18 chap-
ters of the draft constitution were released
(but not the key chapter on devolution of
powers to the regions) that “the recent
election victory for the ruling People’s Al-
liance has strengthened the government's
hand at taking the peace process forward.’
The general secretary of the main oppo-
sition party (the UNP) in a statement is-
sued on March 29 has said: "Members of
the select committee have only agreed on
some issues so far. There are issues
which they have disagreed on and issues
which still have not been discussed.”
Some opposition MPs have disapproved
the publication of some parts of the con-
stitution, while the Parliamentary Select
Committee proceedings are continuing.
The UNP’s uncompromising stand on the
unitary state and the ‘indissoluble union
of regions” in chapter 1 just released see-
ms to be not reconciled.

The statement issued by the Foreign
Minister on April 3rd, on behalf of Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga and the
opposition leader Ranil Wickremesinghe
on their acceptance of acommon (bipar-
tisan) approach to the ethnic conflict is
very encouraging. Under an accord
brokered by the British Government, the
ruling PA and the UNP have agreed to
work together to end the ethnic conflict
through negotiations with theTamils. The

two leaders have exchanged letters in
which they “agreed that the head of the
government would seek the opinion of
opposition leaders on significant develop-
ments relating to the ethnic conflict, re-
gardless of the party in power” They have
also “agreed that the party in opposition
should not undermine any discussions or
decisions between the ruling party and
any other group, including the LTTE rebe-
Is, aimed at ending the conflict” Despite
this encouraging development, ho one can
predict with any certainty how long it will
take for the present constitution to be
amended and in what form it will emerge.
Even from the language used in the agree-
ment, it is clear that a permanent solu-
tion is not near. This only signals the
ground-breaking step in the peace proc-
ess,

The Government should seize this
mood of the opposition and act immedi-
ately on hitherto neglected matters that
could help to take the peace process for-
ward. As mentioned earlier, these do not
require either constitutional reform or new
legislations. What is needed is the wili to
act. Any hesitation in addressing the ba-
sic issues related to the Tamil problem will
only help the extremists to sabotage the
peace effort. This lesson has been learnt
at great cost. The “war for peace” strat-
egy must give way to an effective strat-
eqy for peace without war. Sri Lankans
should not be deprived this time too the
peace that they have been waiting for
since 1994 and which they deserve to
have after their harrowing experiences
with the protracted war.
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 LOCAL POLLS

IN RETROSPECT

By D B S Jeyaraj

local authorities in seven provinces

other than the Tamil dominated
North-East has been concluded. The rul-
ing Peoples Alliance has won 194 of these
comprising 7 Municipal councils, urban
councils and 167 Pradeshiya Sabhas
(units based on Assistant Government
Agentdivisions).

The Chief Opposition Party, the Unit-
ed National Party has won 5§ municipal
councils, 11 urban councils and 27 Prade-
shiya Sabhas. An Independent group has
won a solitary victory in remote Angulan-
pelessa of the Southern Province,

Compared to the 1991 position where
the then ruling UNP had captured 193
local authorities the PA performance this
year was almost a complete turnaround.
In simplistic percentage terms the PA vic-
tory amounts to 81% of the total con-
tested.

The elections themselves were con-
ducted in an atmosphere of violence, ter-
ror and intimidation. The centre for moni-
toring election violence reported that 731
incidents of violence have been recorded
in 30 police divisions covering all areas
where elections were scheduled from
§ March to 5 April.

The impressive performance of the PA
underscores another norm gaining ac-
ceptance in recent times. In Sri Lanka
there has been a tendency for people to
support the Party in Government during
local authority elections. This tendency
has been further reinforced by the una-
bashed use of all State apparatus at it's
disposal by the governing party or par-
ties in power in the course of the cam-
paign. The UNP did it earlier and the PA
is accused of it now.

In a statement that indicated clearly
a change of roles Opposition Leader,
Ranil Wickremesinghe charged the PA
with large scale impersonation and vote
rigging. The UNP also alleged that the PA
did comparatively well in areas where
large scale violence prevailed. Independ-
ent observers did withess several inci-
dents where UNP polling agents were
terrorised and chased off from polling
booths and counting stations.

It must be noted that these election
campaigns were conducted by both par-

The recently conducted polls to 238

ties with an intensity that was not usually
seen in local authority polls. The mood
was like a General or Presidential Elec-
tion where the power stakes are naturally
high. This was the main reason for the
massive violence this time. Notwithstand-
ing this spectre of violence the PA per-
formance has been hailed by the Colombo
media as a resounding victory.

Looking at the polls from a headcount
perspective will certainly convey thatim-
pression. The PA got 194 or 81% out of
238 local authorities; it won 167 or 86%
out of 195 Pradeshiya sabhas; 20 or 65%
out of 31 Urban councils; 7 or 59% out of
12 Municipal councils.

Another way of looking at it would be
on the basis of votes garnered. 7,522,477
votes were registered. This was 77.2%
of the total votes. The usual voting aver-
age for local polls has been generally
around 65%. This high rate of polling has
been adduced in favour of the UNP argu-
ment about vote rigging.

The Government obtained 3,418,205
votes amounting to 48.97%; The UNP with
2,879,759 got 41.25%; These percent-
ages were compared and contrasted with
the 1994 August election results to show
that the PA continued to retain it's voter
base while the UNP had seen a drop. In
August the PA got 48.94% while the UNP
had 44.04%.

Constitutional Affairs Minister Profes-
sor G L Peiris went a step further when
he pointed out that the votes gained by
the PA backed Independent group in Co-
lombo as well as those of it's constituent
partners the Ceylon Workers Congress
and Upcountry Peoples Front should also
be added on to the PPA Votes. By this logic
the PA percentage went up to 50.9% of
votes polled.

A direct comparison with the 94 Gen-
eral election results may not be appropri-
ate or accurate for two reasons. Firstly
local authority elections have not been
held in the North-East as in 94; Elections
were held only in 17 districts of the South.
Secondly there was a drop of 372,893
votes in the present polls as compared to
94 Aug polls.

Comparing the present voting pattern
with Aug 94 on the basis of the relevant
17 districts alone provides a different in-

sight. The PA got 3,784,926 in the 17 dis-
tricts; This is devoid of CWC and UPF
votes; The PA percentage was 51.47%.
So the PA performance in 94 was better
in the 17 districts. Likewise the UNP which
got 3,353,532 in August 94 has less now.

In that context the better comparison
would be with the Presidential polls of No-
vember 1994 where Chandrika Kumara-
tunge scored heavily with 62%; The Presi-
dential elections of November 94 saw
6,997,398 votes being polledin the 17 dis-
tricts in question. The PA gained
4,267,725 votes while the UNP got
2,608,675 votes. Against that resulit the
PA this time has lost 708,458 votes while
the UNP has registered a gain of 271,084
votes.

The overwhelming victory of Chan-

-drika Kumaratunge in the Presidential

stakes was due mainly to the massive
support of the minorities. Since there
were no elections to the North-East it
could be surmised that the PA percent-
age on a national scale would be much
higher than at present with Tamil and
Muslim support

But then again the most significant as-
pect of the current local polls was the re-
surgence of support for the UNP among
the minority communities notably the
Tamils, The traditional minority vote bank
which wentover to the PA in 94 has seem-
ingly returned to the UNP this year.

In Colombo the PA backed independ-
ents listied by former UNP Mayor Gane-
shalingam who did a political long jump.
polled only about 90,000 votes while the
UNP led by a relative newcomer Karu
Jayasuriya got 120,000. This was in spite
of an explicit assurance that Ganesha-
lingam would become Mayor again by the
powers that be. Ganeshalingam’s per-
sonal votes were much lower than ex-
pected while only one out of 7 CWC nomi-
nees got elected, A clear indication that
Tamils had either voted for the UNP or
opted not to vote for PA.

This was the case in almost all areas
in the up-country where sizable concen-
trations of Tamils are prevalent. The CWC
contested five councils on it's symbol of
cockerel. The UPF also conrtested sepa-
rately as Independents in some. In other
PA lists CWC candidates were accommo-
dated, Thondaman'’s reputation as a King-
maker who could deliver a bloc vote was
seriously damaged when results were an-
nounced, The CWC was not able to win
any council on it's own; In the Wattala-
Mabola areas the CWC performance was
abysmal. Likewise the UPF;CWC candi-
dates on other PA lists also did not fare
well. The unkindest cut of all was that
large number of Tamils had voted for the
UNP which they had spurnedin 1994.

In the case of the Muslim community
the swing against the PA was not that se-
vere. Again this was more due to the
Muslim Congress and the individual mer-
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its of some candidates rather than an in-
dex of support for the PA alone. The Mus-
lim Congress which fielded only one can-
didate alone in areas where Muslims were
concentrated campaigned that all 3 votes
should be cast for their nominee alone.
This was a device by the Muslim Con-
gress to test the waters and gauge sup-
port for a future bid of contesting alone.

28 Muslim Congress Candidates were
elected in all with several topping the lists.
The running battle between Ministers
Ashroff of the Muslim Congress and
Fowxie of the SLFP saw the former win-
ning the round in Colombo. Ashroff's
nominee Azoor came second in the list
ahead of Fowzie's own son who had been
blatantly promoted by the Father.

The reasons for the Tamil vote bank
returning to the UNP are quite complex
and deserves a more detailed analysis
that could be the subject of another arti-
cle. At the risk of over-simplification it
could be said that Chandrika's strategy
of “Peace through War” has in practice
caused tremendous misery to the Tamil
people.The predicament of the People in
the traditional Tamil homeland is vicari-
ously experienced by Tamils living in Co-
lombo and the South too.

Moreover the Tamils living in Colombo
and in the South have been continuously
subjected to humiliating hardship in the
name of security. Their basic human rights
have beeb violated callously time and
again by Security officials. All this has
resulted in Tamil opinion shifting away
from Chandrika in the past year. She her-
self did not seem to realise that her im-
age among the Tamils was now a moon
on the wane. Many Tamils in Colombo
have become quite hostile and expecting
them to vote for a renegade UNPer of Cyrit
Mathew vintage merely because he bore
a Tamil name was too much to expect. In
the case of the upcountry Tamil they too
share along with their SriLankan Tamil
counterparts a common vulnerability to
the excesses of the security forces who
see a tiger behind every tea bush. Apart
from this are the particular problems fac-
ing them ranging from housing to educa-
tion. There is rising cost of living without
real wages showing a corresponding sub-
stantialincrease. Also there are problems
compounded by privatisation. Despite the
Plantation Patriarch Thondaman and the
messiah of the intelligentsia Chandras-
ekeran being Minister and State Minister
nothing tangible has been achieved.

The Tamit voting trend indicates that
the minorities in the South have very real
problems including the fallout from the
War for Peace. The groundswell of resent-
ment cannot be contained by the prom-
ise of an overall political package alone.
The glimmer of the pot of gold at the rain-
bow end is fading away. Existential reali-
ties become painfully important. The har-
assment undergone by Sri LankanTamils

in the name of security measures has to
be remedied. Up Country Tamils have
particularly genuine problems that have
to be addressed effectively. Doling out
political patronage alone is ho answer.

The election results also have some
positive lessons for the UNP leader Rani
Wickremesinghe This is the first major
election campaign he has led from oppo-
sition ranks. Possibly his biggest achieve-
mentin this election could be the wooing
of the minority vote bank away from the
PA. Although the UNP has not pledged
tull support for the proposed political
package it has at the same time not
whipped up a chauvinist campaign again-
st it too. This is quite contrary to earlier
experiences where parties in the opposi-
tion have been quick to oppose any meas-
ure contemplated by the government in
power on the ethnic question.

Ranil however has curbed the Chau-
vinists in his fold and refrained from an
all out campaign against the envisaged
settlement. This is appreciated greatly by
Tamil opinion and is a contributory factor
to the UNP's success vis a vis the Tamils
at the recent polls.

At the same tine he has been cau-
tious in not extending support to some
principles such as transforming the uni-
tary state into a union of regions. If on

- the other hand the UNP asserts itself

more positively in favour of Tamil rights
then it could possibly perform even bet-
ter. Memories are short in politics and no
entity has a political monopoly of a vote
bank for ever and ever, political strength
itself is an ephemeral phenomenon. The
UNP could be the champion of the mi-
norities again if it plays it's cards correctly.
Besides what many people do not realise
is that if and when the ethnic problem is
settled current political equations would
undergo a drastic transformation with
Tamils opting to join or support parties
on a national level.

The recent agreement between Presi-
dent Kumaratunge and Opposition leader
Wickremesinghe regarding the adoption
of a bi-partisan approach towards the eth-
nic problem has proffered Ranil a golden
opportunity. Already by signing the accord
Ranil has demonstrated to his Tamil con-
stituency in particular and the world at
large that he will not stand in the way of
an amicable settlement. What is now re-
quired of him is greater involvement and
participation in the peace efforts whereby
he could share equally along with
Chandrika any credit that would accrue
as a result of a satisfactory solution. A
bi-partisan approach on the modalities is
meaningless without a bi-partisan con-
sensus on the fundamentals.

The local polls in the initial stages
were projected as a substitute referen-
dum. The PA has been dismayed by the
absence of a definite commitment by the
UNP towards the Constitutional reform

process. Apart from a consensus at the
Parliamentary select committee level,
amending entrenched clauses require a
two-thirds majority in Parliament and con-
sequent ratification at a referendum. This
made UNP co-operation vital. In the con-
text of perceived UNP non co-operation
the PA was toying with a new option de-
scribed as a“constitutional revolution”.

The idea was to conduct a non-bind-
ing referendum on the envisaged politi-
cal package. The ensuing campaign
would compel the UNP to adopt a defi-
nite position on the issue. The possible
loss of support among the minorities as
well as the prospect of losing supportive
international opinion would make the UNP
hesitant in opposing it vigorously. Given
the success displayed in the 94 Presiden-
tial polls and the new voting bloc avail-
able in the North the PA would cruise
through smoothly with a thumping major-
ity at the referendum. Thereatfter the UNP
could be persuaded to co-operate with the
process that had been endorsed by the
country at large or threatened with a snap
election which would in the wake of a suc-
cesstul non-binding referendum provide
the PA with a two-thirds majority, This was
the original strategy.

Later there was a change of tactics.
Itwas decided to hold local authority elec-
tions and test public opinion. The goal
however was a voting percentage of 55%
in favour of the PA. Since the PA was sup-
posedly stronger in rural areas the date
for the polls was fixed to follow the har-
vest period and precede the drought sea-
son. The intensity of the campaign was
caused to a certain extent by the desire
for a substitute referendum.

As the campaign progressed different
developments occurred and changed the
originally envisaged direction of the cam-
paign. The question of the political pack-
age became marginalised. In the firstin-
stance the UNP was careful in avoiding
references to the package. The party con-
centrated on other issues for propaganda.
Even the parties opposing the package
like the JVP, MEP and the independent
groups backed by Srimani Athulath-
mudali's DUNLF could only oppose the
Package in principle as a mere abstract
concept; It could not be attacked on a
concrete level as the nitty gritty aspects
were not made public. 18 chapters of the
draft were released only after the polls.

Surprisingly the PA too did not make
much use of the political package in their
campaign. Only Chandrika Kumaratunqe
and GL Peiris referred in detail to the
package. Most PA leaders also avoided
speaking about it. On the contrary propa-
ganda centred more around the military
successes in the North. Four days before
the polls Chandrika jolted everyone with
a political gaffe reminiscent of her pred-
ecessor D B Wijeytunge when she said

(Continued on next page)
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PEACE PROCESS
THE NEED FOR A COMPLETE STAGE
BY STAGE APPROAGH TO END
THE LANKAN ETHNIC CONFLICT

By V Ambalavanar*

(Contd. From last issue)

VI.STEPS NEEDED
TO MOVETOWARDS PEACE

(1) Cease-fire

One of the basic requirements of any
peace process is a cease-fire. If itis bro-
ught about, Parliamentarians will have a
proper environment to sit and discuss a
package meant to bring about peace to
the country in a calm atmosphere. It is
particularly important to ensure that emo-
tional reactions to destruction by violence
does not cloud positive and objective
analysis by those who are entrusted with
the responsibility of doing justice to the
job that they have been elected to do. The
cease-fire should also be properly moni-
tored by an independent party, preferably
aforeign party acceptable to both sides.
The Government, the LTTE the official
opposition party and other parties and or-
ganisations should help to stop the vio-

(continued from page 18)

that there was no ethnic problem and only
a terrorist problem thereby negating all
need for the constitutional reform proc-
ess.

After the assassination of the young
Ratnapura MP Nalanda Eilawela the di-
mension of violence and counter violence
pervaded the campaign in a big way. The
question of pros and cons for the political
package became irrelevant, It soon be-
came a non-issue. Therefore it has be-
come pointless to refer to the PA victory
as a victory for peace and the political
package. Neither the PA nor the UNP
were stridently articulate either for or
against the package in their campaign. it
was not an issue for the voters with those
supporting a political settiement voting for
the UNP and those opposing the settle-
ment voting for the PA.

What is necessary now is for the ma-
jor Sinhala parties to set the acrimoni-
ously bitter election campaign behind
them and move positively forward to forge
a bi-lateral approach and consensus to-
wards the resolution of the ethnic ques-
tion. o

lence that is causing so much of destruc-
tion to the people and their properties.

A second factor of crucial importance
is the feedback from the people to the Se-
tect Committee's work. Here again a need
for a peaceful atmosphere needs no ex-
tra emphasis. Of special relevance is the
feedback from the people of the North and
East and even from other areas. No solu-
tion worked out through the ongoing proc-
ess could have much credibility as a solut-
ion if the people as a whole are denied
the facility of studying the contents of the
package and making their views known
to the Select Committee.

The Tamils in particular should feel
that they are free to go to possible meet-
ing places, have discussions, and make
their views known to the Select Commit-
tee without the fear of being taken into
custody by law enforcement authorities
on suspicion.

In this process, facilities which enable
Tamils and others outside the North and
East to interact with the people of the
North and East are most desirable. It is
therefore very necessary to revise the
various security checks within and be-
tween regions to help the Select Com-
mittee process in a meaningful way. Since
the Government claim that the revised
legal document that is before the Select
Committee will bring about peace to this
country and expects everyone, especially
the Tamiils to make their views known, the
Government should take note of these
basic requirements and initiate action to
create the proper environment. This is
also a matter that even the Select Com-
mittee itself should insist on to ensure that
all sections of the people of this country
are provided adequate facilities to make
representations to it. A cease-fire will be
a step in the right direction.

(2)The need to win the hearts and
minds of theTamils

While a cease-fire is a first necessary
step to bring about a calm atmosphere in
the country, of equal importance is the
provision of the basic needs to the Lakhs
of people who have been displaced from
their homes since 1994. These people
and the Tamils elsewhere in the country

who overwhelmingly voted for the present
Government especially at the Presiden-
tial Elections with the hope that the Gov-
ernment will bring about peace, should
not be identified as villains when others
who live in more comfortable surround-
ings oppose the package of the Govern-
ment and make further action difficult in
the peace process. The Government
should learn from the experience of Em-
peror Asoka and make sure that it does
not fall into the same trap which the Em-
peror fell into, despite the correct advice
of the Buddhist Clergy. There is no doubt
that a vast majority of the Clergy from all
our religions will not want the violence and
destruction to continue and the basic
needs of a section of the people ne-
glected.

(3) Importance of re-commencement
of peace tatks

Inthe modern world, peace cannot be
achieved by violent means. This has been
accepted by both parties involved in the
violent conflict in Sri Lanka. The earliest
peace talks took place on this basis. It
should also be noted that negotiations
took place in 1994 and 1995 when there
was no cessation of hostilities. Under the
circumstances if talks without mediation
are not considered helpful by the Gov-
ernmentandthe LTTE, the obvious alter-
native is to have talks facilitated by third
party mediators. Itis a heaithy sign to find
about 23 Members of Parliament who at-
tended a peace conference abroad re-
cently, advocating such an approach. This
is also being suggested by peace groups,
human rights organisations and the like.
In arecent statement, H E the President
has also suggested a similar approach.

As afriendly neighbour and as a coun-
try having close links with us in several
spheres, India is the obvious first choice
for third party mediation. It is expected
that India's concern for the suffering peo-
ple and the magnanimity of the people of
india will soon help to erase any bitter
memories of the recent years and pave
the way for the Government of india to
come in and play an active and construc-
tive role as a mediator.

However, no third party will like to
come in as a mediator if the parties in-
volved in the conflict do not ask for such
mediation. If the assistance of an Inter-
national organisation or another Govern-
ment is considered helpful, the initiative
to get such help should be taken by the
Government. Instead of continuing with
the costly war, the Government should
consider this option seriously, especially
at a time when the mediation process
could provide very useful feedback to the
Select Committee. Such discussion with
the help of a third party mediator should
also bring the main opposition party di-
rectly into the process, thus taking it
above party politics. The other parties
represented in Parliament as well as the




20 TAMIL TIMES ‘ 15 APRIL 1997

x CARLTON LEISUREK

“Fly wlth us once. ..........................

“Fly with us once-
gt TICIKET PROVIDER sy

COLOMBO MADRAS
_SPECIAL . £367 SPECIAL £383

UNBEATABLE FARES AVAILABLE TO ALL OTHER WORLDWIDE DESTINATIONS
CALL US NOW FOR FARES AND SEATS DURING SUMMER & CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

TORONTO £229

SPECIAL

QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST FOR HOTEL BOOKINGS AND TRAVEL INSURANCE
CALL: HARRY VAHEESAN (VAGI) or BINIE RAMACHANDRAN

0171-434 2233

(EMERGENCY LINE: 0831 541200, FAX: 0171-287 1577)
SUITE 212,PREMIER HOUSE, 77 OXFORD STREET, LONDON W1R 1RB

=

Shruthi Laya Shangham &

@ Mahajana College Oid Stuasnts (UK.

Jointly Present
A grand Vocal Recital by the Renowned Indian Singer
Padmashree

K.J.YEsuss

CLASSICAL & SEMI CLASSICAL MUSIC CONCERT
ACCOMPANIMENTS FROM INDIA

on

th 'TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT :

Local Tamil Shops &
Saturday 07 June 97 Sri Lankan & South Indian Restaurants
For Further Detalls Telephone:

7.00pm (Doors Open 6.30pm) . « rdap (Thayalar
at 01268 766624 (Ramanathan)

" Barbican Centre [ A X e
“ 8ilk Street, London EC2.

Audio, Video Recording & Photography Strictly Prohibited ~
Underground Station: Barbican, Moorgate

Tickets Sponsored by 3
AlIRLANKA
ar Park: NCP adjacent to hall

Admission: £25, £20, £15, £10 [EdBarbican Centre

Box Office 0171638 8891 ..




15 APRIL 1997

TAMIL TIMES 21

rest of the country will have their say
through the Select Committee process.
In fact the talks aided by the third party
mediator could also continue during the
stage 2 that was referred to earlier after
reaching a suitable position. It could also
facilitate the active participation of the
militants in the political process through
the Regional Councils.

The recent reports of large number
of desertions from the armed services
convey the message that large numbers
of persons selected for these services
(between 16,000 and 18,000 according to
recent reports over the media) do not like
to fight the war. ltis ironic to find the Gov-
ernment which is committed to bring
about peace trying to persuade and even
threaten these persons not to engage in
peaceful occupations in Sri Lanka and
abroad. Some reports of possible con-
scription have also recently appeared in
sections of the media. It is not clear whe-
ther the Government is considering such
an option seriously.

As the further escalation of the war
itself and conscription (if true) are mat-
ters of major concern to the public, the
Government should consult all sections
of the people even at this late stage. An
appropriate step at this juncture is a ref-
erendum to find out whether the people
really want this damaging war to continue
or they would rather prefer fresh efforts
towards a negotiated settlement through
third party mediation or facilitation. In
such a negotiation process the devoluti-
on proposals of the Government amended
as per suggestions in section 7, could be
one of the basic documents.

{(4) Resettlement, reconstruction and
rehabilitation

It is well known that the North and
East of the country have been seriously
affected by the violence of the past thir-
teen and a half years. After the cease-fire,
urgent matters that need attention are the
resettlement of people, reconstruction
and rehabilitation. While discussions on
Devolution and related issues continue,
the details of resettlement, reconstruction
and rehabilitation shouid be worked out
simultaneously by groups consisting of
Government representatives and the lo-
cal poiitical and administrative machinery
including the militant cadres in the respec-
tive areas. The participation of all these
parties will be facilitated if the amnesty
announced by the Government is kept
open and the security of everyone is en-
sured. The rehabilitation should also cover
the rehabilitation of human beings. In this
connection we must learn from what has
been happening in the world and accept
the fact that today’s militants could be to-
morrow’s protectors of the Nation. The at-
titude of forgetting and forgiving is of cru-

cial importance as preached by all our.

religions.

VIl. COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC
MATTERS INTHE PACKAGE

(1) Preliminary notes

Normally, when peace is attempted
both parties involved in the conflict will
be talking peace on the basis of a peace
package. However, in our case the two
parties who were already involved in a
violent conflict at the time of the an-
nouncement of the package in August
1985, found themselves in a situation
where the violent conflict only escalated.
To date we are not aware as to whether
the August package has been sent to the
militants by the Government.We are also
not aware of any detailed comments by
the militants on the package. Even other
organisations of the North-East who could
have made some views known were not
in a position to express views as most of
them probably found themselves among
the Lakhs of new refugees of the post
1994 conflict.

Under the circumstances any com-
ments on the present Consitutional pro-
posals should attempt to do two things:-

(a) Whatamendments are necessary
to the August 1995 proposals to stop the
violent conflicts?

(b) What amendments are needed
to make the present proposals to prop-
erly reflect what were stated in the origi-
nal proposals and what additions are nec-
essary to cater to (a) above?

Besides the above it should aiso be
recognised that the present Constitutional
proposals on Devolution should best be
viewed along with the overall proposals
for Constitutional changes. This brings us
to (c) below.

(¢) What amendments are needed to
all other Constitutional proposals to en-
sure that they are compatible with accept-
able Constitutional changes on Devolu-
tion?

Any comments given in this paperon
the present proposals should therefore,
be viewed in the proper perspective, tak-
ing note of (a) to (c) above.

(2) Comments

(a) The words'an indissoluble Union’
should be changed to ‘a Union’in line 2,
section 1 of chapter 1. This Devolution
Package is a legal draft of the centre.
Such restrictive terminology could be con-
sidered after close consultation at Re-
gional and Sub-Regional levels is facili-
tated through a feedback from Regional
Councils themselves. This is particularly
necessary because consultation with a
substantial section of the Tamil popula-
tion in the North-East has not taken place.
Further, any formal attempt by the North
Central Provincial Council and the
Sabaragamuwa Provincial Council to
make representations has been precluded
for some time.

(b) The entire sub-para (2), section 2

of chapter 1 should be deleted. This
Sub-para is an impediment to free dis-
cussion of Devolution and Unit of Devo-
lution by the Regional Councils which is
considered necessary to provide the
feed-back from the Regions in Stage 2.

{c) First Schedule - Until the Regional
Councils express their views formally
through the Devolution Commission and
Parliament takes a final decision the Re-
gions should be as follows:

South-West Region consisting of the
Southern and the Western Provinces, ex-
cluding the Capital Territory.

Central-West Region consisting of the
North-Central and North Western Prov-
inces.

Central Region consisting of the Cen-
tral, Sabaragamuwa and Uva Provinces.

North-East Region consisting of the
Northern and Eastern Provinces.

The rationale behind this has been set
out in section 3 of this paper.

(d) The entire chapter 2 should be de-
leted. It creates further room for divisions
and separatist tendencies. The words of
wisdom ‘One language, two Nations or
two languages, one Nation’ of our experi-
enced political leaders should be recalled
here. When we are grappling with the
massive problems already created on an
ethnic basis, it is desirable to refrain from
introducing matters that could lead to
similar problems on the basis of religion.

(e) The words‘and not more than six
other Ministers’in line 2, sub-para (1), se-
ction 14 of chapter 3 should be changed
to read as‘and such other number of Min-
isters’. When the number of Ministers is
specified in this manner, it does not take
into consideration the needs properly. In
Regional Councils where there is high
workload, more Ministers may be needed.
Centre should not treat the Regions as
less responsible than the centre when it
comes to increasing overheads by ap-
pointing more Ministers. We must remem-
ber that both the Centre and the Regions
are equally answerable to the people who
electthe representatives. Moreover, stipu-
lating the number of Ministers goes
against the very basics of Devolution.

(f) Atthe end of sub-para (5) (d), se-
ction 20 of chapter 3, a new sub-para (5)
(e) should be introduced to read as ‘(e)
the land area of the Region.' This is sug-
gested on the basis that more resources
will be needed to develop larger areas.

(g) Inline 2, sub-para(1), section 21
of chapter 3, the words ‘in consultation
with the Governor’ should be replaced by
the words. ‘with the concurrence of the
Chief Minister'. The present wording may
have been used to preserve the independ-
ence of the Regional Public Service Com-
mission. However, the initial appointment
of this Commission with the concurrence
of the Chief Minister will help to select
suitable officers for appointment to the
Regional Councils. While the Public Serv-
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ice Commission at the centre has been
functioning with little independence over
a long time it is meaningless to expect
independence to be preserved at the Re-
gional level. If the suggested amendment
is not made it will convey an impression
that from the beginning the Regional Pub-
lic Service Commissions are being con-
trolled by the centre. This will be an ad-
verse factor against healthy devolution.

(h) At the end of sub-para (4), sec-
tion 24 of chapter 3, a new sub-para (5)
should be introduced to read as ‘(5) Any
land allocations by the Centre under
sub-paras (3) and (4) above shall be sub-
ject to the provisions of sub-para (2)
above.This is animportant amendment.
After providing for the relative priorities
in land allocations in sub-para (2) the
Centre should not have the flexibility to
violate such priorities. if it is aliowed to
violate the pre-specified guidelines, the
local people of the Region will feel let
down.

(i) Sub-paras (3)(a), (3)(b) of section
25, chapter 37 provide for different ways
in which Regional Police Commissioner,
and the other members of the Regional
Police Commission are to be appointed.
Sub-para (b) should be changed to en-
able the appointment of the other two
members of the Regional Police Commis-
sion by the Chief Minister in consultation
with the Governor in the interest of a
healthy functioning of the Regional Police
Commission. Hence, the words ‘Consti-
tutional Council’in line 2. of this sub-para
should be replaced by the words 'Chief
Minister in consultation with the Gover-
nor’

(j) Sub-para (4), section 25 of chap-
ter 3 conveys a wrong idea. The offences
such as the ones referred to in this
sub para should be viewed on the basis
that the Regional Police is as concerned
as the Central Police about the country’s
interests. Thus, this sub-para should be
completely deleted.

(k) Section 26 of chapter 3 should be
completely deleted and details as per sec-
tion 8 of this paper shouid be included in
section 29 of chapter 3when itis revised
as suggested in this paper.

() From the contents of sections 27
and 28 of chapter 3, it would appear that
most of the revenue collection is in the
hands of the Central Government. Al-
though it may be explained that the Gov-
ernment needs large extents of financial
resources to enable priority allocation of
funds to the Regions that have been badly
affected by violence, from a fong term
point of view there exists a clear need to
suggest amendments. Hence, this has
also been included as a subject that
needs careful study before amendments
are suggested. These could be referred
to the Devolution Commission for special
consideration.

(m) The matters referred to under
section 29 of chapter 3 concerning the

Chief Ministers’ Conference shouid be
deleted and provision should be made for
the establishment of the Devolution Com-
mission and the Peace Secretariat as per
details in section 8 of this paper.

The above does not necessarily in-
clude all the matters that have been reck-
oned as matters needing amendments. It
is not the intention of this paper to list all
the matters that are reckoned as matters
needing amendment. Only certain impor-
tant matters have been included.

Vill. IMPLEMENTATION

(1) Important aspects of implementa-
tion

It has been brought out in the earlier
sections that the package announced by
the Government is not a complete peace
package. The several additional steps that
are necessary to bring about peace have
also been stated in those sections. Since
properimplementation is of crucial impor-
tance to the success of the process, this
section discusses some of the relevant
issues involved in the monitoring, review,
feedback and evaluation work connected
with the package. In this regard itis use-
ful to note that the monitoring, review and
feedback work should be carried outon a
continuing basis during formulation and
implementation. This will facilitate speedy
corrective action whenever problems are
encountered. Evaluation is an exercise
that is to be undertaken at the end of a
suitable phase in the implementation
when we will like to know whether all the
expected benefits have been realised.

In order to do the above in a satisfac-
tory manner, it is necessary to briefly
state the present (baseline) situation. This
is done in sub-section (2) below'.

(2) Present situation i

At present, we have an Executive
Presidency which has been widely criti-
cised by the people as not being suitable
for us. The Provincial Councils System
established under the unitary framework
has been recognised as not suitable to
meet the aspirations of the national mi-
norities by the present governing party.
When the People’s Alliance sought a man-
date from the people, it promised to pro-
vide for maximum devolution, stop the war
and bring about peace. However, when
the dream of peace through direct talks
failed to materialise the Government did
not appear to have a proper plan to take
the peace process forward without en-
hancing the intensity of the war. The devo-
lution package came out in its original
form, only four months after the cessa-
tion of hostilities agreement broke down.
Seventeen months have already passed
since 15 July 1995, the original deadline
set for the abolition of Executive Presi-
dency.

The losses to the country resulting
from the war, including expenditures on

defence, which were estimated to add up
to about Rs. 100 Billion per year when the
present Government came to power have
shot up to about Rs 150 Billion per year
since then. Likewise, the loss of life which
was about 5,000 per year when the Gov-
ernment came into office, shot up to about
7,000 per year since then. More than six
Lakhs of people from the North and East
have lost their homes and become refu-
gees. Over two Lakhs of students from
those areas are struggling to continue
their education in pathetic conditions un-
der trees without adequate furniture, etc
and without even necessities such as ex-
ercise books and the like. Even the sch-
ools in the rest of the country have been
closing and opening without any set pat-
tern and functioning in a very unsatisfac-
tory manner. The latest major disruption
to education has taken place inVavuniya.
Higher education in the North has almost
come to a standstiil. People throughout
the country are living in constant fear that
there may be a major attack or bomb
blast.

Our country which was said to be
marching towards a newly industrialised
country status not so long ago seems to
be going in the opposite direction. Fali of
per capitaincome, increasing unemploy-
ment, increase in the cost of living, fall in
the standards of living, etc. are being fac-
ed by the people. :

The above situation can be changed,
only by a truly dedicated peace effort. The
counter productive nature of the war for
peace strategy became evident several
months ago. This strategy has only made
the problem more complex. The parties
concerned have been advised or urged
through papers by several peace loving
people and organisations to stop the war
and initiate peace talks through third party
mediation because of the realisation of
the above. Such widespread efforts are
continuing. ‘

(3) Monitoring, review and feedback
When actions are initiated to imple-
ment the suggestion made, three groups
of activities should be subject to close
monitoring review and feedback process.
Firstly, all the actions contemplated
should be scheduled and prepared in the
form of a programme, which should be
subject to daily, weekly, monthly, quarterly
and annual monitoring as appropriate and
adequate feedback provided to the deci-
sion makers. Secondly, the benefits and
the reduced harmful activities should be
identified and made known to the deci-
sion makers and the people on a continu-
ing basis. Thirdly, there should be an alert-
ness to possible man made disasters that
could upset the peace process. These
tasks should be assigned to a Peace Sec-
retariat that would function in a responsi-
ble manner with a sense of commitment
to peace. During the early stages, this
Secretariat should function as an organi-
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sation which is primarily designed to han-
dle disasters.

When reference is made to man made
disasters, attention needs to be given to
ways and means of taking action to pre-
vent disasters. Experts who have handled
such situations elsewhere in the World will
be able to advise as to how signals on
impending disasters could be identified,
monitored and feedback provided. There
should be in position a countrywide moni-
toring arrangement. If disasters occur,
they will create disturbances which in tum
will put back the peace process. Hence
there should also be in position a disas-
ter mitigation arrangement.

It has been explained that the Peace
Secretariat will be an important organi-
sation in the performance of the above
tasks. However, a Secretariat alone can-
not be expected to handle the above mat-
ters adequately. There should also be in
position an organisation which could pro-
vide the necessary authority and status
to the Secretariat and guide its activities.
Key political leaders at the Central and
Regional levels and peace workers should
form such an organisation. It is also de-
sirable that the organisation functions
above party politics.

Reference was made to a Devolution
Commission in the package of August
1995. It is most appropriate to arrange
the functioning of the Secretariat referred
to above, under such a Commission as
its supporting Secretariat. Thus the es-
tablishment of a Devolution Commission
and the supporting Peace Secretariat is
strongly suggested as an addition to the
Legal Document. The Commission should
be headed by the President or the Prime
Minister (after the Executive Presidential
System is changed). The Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament, Chief Ministers
of the Regions, Members nominated from
the Parliament (same number as the
number of Chief Ministers) and not more
than five Peace Workers appointed by the
President should be the other members
of the Commission. The administrative
head of the Peace Secretariat should
function as the Secretary of the Commis-
sion.

New institutional arrangements cre-
ated along with changes should come into
existence, only in terms of the new needs.
Thus, if a Devolution Commission with
heavy responsibilities is set up, there is
no need for a separate Chief Ministers’
Council. If there is a Devolution Commis-
sion of the type suggested in the pack-
age of August 1995, it will provide an ideal
opportunity to decide on all matters re-
lating to Centre - Region conflicts through
healthy consultations. The chances of wit-
nessing the recurrence of the unfortunate
experiences of some of the Provincial
Councils will be considerably reduced.
With these arrangements the provisions
of Section 26 of Chapter 3 in the Legal
Package should also be amended to pro-

" vide for an initial discussion of matters

relating to the need for a State of Emer-
gency in a Region by the Devolution Com-
mission and decisions taken in consulta-
tion with it.

The above arrangements should, in
the first instance, be made through an
early appointment of a Peace Commis-
sion in the manner suggested for the ap-
pointment of the Devolution Commission.
A section of the Ministry of National Inte-
gration could be immediately converted
into a Peace Secretariat to do necessary
spadework. At an appropriate stage they
could be transformed into organisations
of the type described.

As regards the second chamber re-
ferred to earlier, the decision could be
postponed for the second stage. The ad-
vantages and disadvantages of further
institution building at the centre need car-
eful study by the centre as well as the
regions before a finality is reached on the
matter.

(4) Evaluation

In order to assist in the evaluation
process, the present situation has been
briefly described in the previous section.
The situation that emerges after the op-
eration of one or two terms of the Regional
Councils could be compared with the
present situation and a projected situa-
tion that will make Sri Lanka a Newly In-
dustrialised Country to complete an evalu-
ation. Initial work in respect of such an
evaluation will clearly bring to focus the
fact that our country is lagging way be-
hind other developing countries especially
countries of the Asian region.

IX. SUMMARY OF SUGGESTIONS
AND CONCLUDING REMARKS

(a) This paper brings together some
of the work covered in earlier papers on
the Devolution Package. A different ap-
proach has been adopted to first bring the
Devolution into the picture as something
necessary anyway. Thus, we should bring
about an attitudinal change about devo-
lution and proceed on the basis that devo-
lution is necessary and desirable whether
or not there is an ethnic problem before
us,

(b) When decisions are made con-
cerning the units of devolution, we should
create multi-ethnic units which are larger
than the Provinces.

(c) Decisions about devolution are
best made on the basis of a consensus
between the Centre and the Regions.
When viewed in this manner, the present
work of the Select Committee could be
reckoned as Stage 1. In Stage 2, these
should be discussed at the Regional level
and brought to Parliament through the
Devolution Commission.

(d) In Stage 2, the Regions will get
an opportunity to discuss in detail all the
controversial matters and make their re-

spective positions known. Muslims in par-
ticular will have further opportunities to
get added support to their point of view.

(e) As regards the second chamber
referred to earlier, the decision could be
postponed for the second stage. The ad-
vantages and disadvantages of furtherin-
stitution building at the centre need care-
ful study by the centre as well as the re-
gions before a finality is reached on the
matter.

(f) The costs of the war which has
been going on for over thirteen and a half
years have been brought to focus. We
have lost over 60,000 lives, spent Billions
and Billions of Rupees, destroyed Billions
and Billions of Rupees worth of movable
and immovable property in the process.
The case of Mahabharatha has been
brought in to impress upon all of us that
we are going on the path of self destruc-
tion by refusing to give and take in nego-
tiations. The case of Emperor Asoka has
been mentioned to make us realise that
attempts to beat anyone into submission
will only be counter productive. By the
quick resolution of all the problems, we
will bring to an end the violence that has
been contributing to all this destruction.

(9) Through the cease-fire that com-
es out of the mediation efforts of a me-
diator acceptable to both parties and
proper monitoring by the same mediator,
the work of the Select Committee could
be carried out in a more credible manner.

(h) The discussion and follow-up pro-
cess through the Select Committee on is-
sues where agreement is reached at joint
negotiations involving the Government,
the main opposition party and the LTTE
with the help of a third party mediator is
avery useful method. The two major po-
litical parties should take the ethnic prob-
lem above party politics in the above man-
ner in the interest of the people of the
country. The LTTE, the other political par-
ties and all other organisations should
play their respective roles on the same
basis.

(i) As afriendly neighbour and as a
country having close links with us in sev-
eral spheres, India is the obvious first
choice for third party mediation. It is ex-
pected that India’s concern for the suffer-
ing people and the magnanimity of the
people of India will soon help to erase any
bitter memories of the recent years and
pave the way for the Government of India
to come in and play an active and con-
structive role as a mediator.

(i) As the further escalation of the
war itself and conscription (if true) are
matters of major concern to the public,
the Government should consult all sec-
tions of the people even at this late stage.
An appropriate step at this juncture is a
referendum to find out whether the peo-
ple really want this damaging war to con-
tinue or they would rather prefer fresh
efforts towards a negotiated settiement
through third party mediation or facilita-
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tion. In such a negotiation process the
devolution proposals of the Government,
amended as per suggestions in section 7,
could be one of the basic documents.

(k) Basic needs should be provided
as a matter of urgency to all the displaced
persons and others who have been made
refugees.

() While discussions on Devolution
and related issues continue, the details
of resettlement, reconstruction and reha-
bilitation should be worked out simulta-
neously groups consisting of Government
representatives and the local political and
administrative machinery, including the
militant cadres in the respective areas and
steps taken for early implementation. The
rehabilitation should also cover the reha-
bilitation of human beings. The amnesty
offered by the Government should be kept
open and the protection of everyone
should be ensured.

(m) The suggestions made in this pa-
per concerning the legal document do not
cover all relevant matters. However, the
other suggestions made in this paper will
help to obtain the views of all concerned.

(n) The suggestions which have been
made in this paper attempt to show a
peaceful way to handle a problem which
has proved intractable to date. There will
be always some delays in the attainment
of the full benefits of any peace process.
Therefore, all of us should patiently carry
out the respective tasks that are expected
of us.

(0) Inthis paper, it has been describ-
ed as to how the Devolution Commission
and its supporting Peace Secretariat
should function to implement the solution
to the Ethnic Problem. :

(p) Some important matters that need
to be considered immediately by these
organisations have been spelt out.

(q) 't has been suggested that these
two organisations should, in the first inst-
ance, function as a Peace Council anda
Peace Secretariat.

(r) Certain matters which were re-
ferred to as matters needing detailed
study have been discussed in some de-
tail and included as matters for further
consideration by the Peace Council and
the Peace Secretariat.

(s) There are also matters that have
not been touched on here. Implementa-
tion of Tamil as an Official Language is a
Right that has been denied to the Tamil
speaking people. A Government which
claims that itis committed to bring peace
cannot continue to turn a blind eye to the
non-implementation of Tamil as an Offi-
cial Language. Strict instructions should
go to Government organisations to reply
in Tamil when they are written to in Tamil
if officers fail to do this their extra aliow-
ances for the so called proficiency in Tamil
should be stopped and action initiated to
punish them for wrongfully drawing such
allowances.

() Finally brief comments are need-

By T N Gopalan

he 10-month old Deve Gowda gov-

ernment was voted out in the Lok

Sabha around midnight on 11 April,
plunging India into yet another period of
uncertainty and confusion.

The fall comes in the wake of the with-
drawal of support by the Indian National
Congress. However, the other major na-
tional party, the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), voted against the United Front (UF)
government.

The UF, a coalition of 13 parties, to-
gether commanded only 177 seats in the
Lok Sabha, and the Gowda regime had
survived in power thus far only because
of the support extended by the Congress
which has 144 members in the lower
house of the Indian Parliament.

What will happen now? Will the UF
and Congress come together again un-
der a new leader or are mid-term polls
inevitable given the current configurations
in the Lok Sabha and the respective po-

ed about the so-called silence of Tamils.
At times when people are emotionally
charged, silence is a virtue. When the
Government and the LTTE are fighting
there is very little that peace loving Tamils
or for that matter any peace loving citi-
zen of the country can do. Harmless com-
munications with intentions to bring about
peace, help the suffering people, raising
funds to help children’s education in their
present pathetic displaced state, etc are
often viewed with suspicion by those in
authority. This has filtered down to many
levels and to some of the guardians of
the faw in particular, who are looking for
a tiger in every Tamil and in everything
that they do. Itis up to the Governmentto
change this and show the proper way
though a recommencement of the peace
talks with the help of third party media-
tion as suggested here.

(Concluded)

*The author retired from Government
Service in February 1995 after 35 years
of service under different Governments.
The last position held was Additional Sec-
retary to the President. Recent discus-
sions with interested persons resulted in
the revision of the earlier paper prepared
in April 1996. The author’s thanks are due
to them. The views expressed here are
the author's personal views.

litical compulsions of the major group-
ings? All kinds of conjectures are going
the rounds, but everyone agrees that the
octogenarian President of the Congress,
Mr Sitaram Kesri, has unnecessarily
plunged the nation into a totally unwar-
ranted period of crisis and confusion by
unilaterally withdrawing his party’s sup-
port to the UF government.

All the same nobody has, at least not
as yet, any apprehensions over the sur-
vival of democracy - and thus despite the
fact that even a fresh round of polls might
not result in a decisive mandate for ei-
ther the Congress or the BJP and with no
single party in a position to form a gov-
ernment, the country could be in for a
prolonged period of uncertainty. Nobody
talks of a constitutional break-down or a
military coup. Even at the worst of times,
there would still be a modicum of good
sense leftin the Indian politicians and they
would not be so foolish as to allow the
boat in which they are riding to capsize
as a result of their murderous bickerings,
itis generally believed.

Even more important, the secular
stream would somehow rally together and
ensure that the polity is not held to ran-
som by antedeluvian ideologues who are
itching to convert Mother Bhrat into a vi-
cious communal battleground.

[t was such a good sense in fact which
drove the United Front parties and the
Congress into partnership in June last.
For who would have believed that such a
wide array of regional parties like the
DMK, Telugu Desam Party (TDP), Asom
Gana Parishad (AGP) and the Samajvadi
party (SP) besides the Janata Dal with a
token national presence, all thriving on
anti-congressism, could come together,
accept the support of the Congress from
the outside and seek to form a govern-
ment? If they had not, it would have been
a constitutional impasse, possibly neces-
sitating another round of polls then itself.

The UF, a post-election phenomenon,
was allowed to garner all the ministerial
offices for itself and run the nation and
the Congress contented itself to remain-
ing in the background all in an effort to
keep the BJP out.

Whatever its greed, opportunism and
sheer rottenness these days, the fact re-
mains that the Congress is almost the
sole unifying factor in the multi-nationa
entity of India - unifying not merely in the
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sense it has a national presence but also
thatitis eminently secular and as a party
it tends to rise above narrow parochial
considerations. It was that inbuilt spirit of
secularism which made Congressmen
reconcile themselves to supporting a gov-
ernment composed of many inveterate
anti-Congress leaders.

And no one except a cussed man like
H D Deve Gowda could have managed to
upset such a wonderful arrangement in
such a short period Gowda was a dark
horse and he got the job by default. There
was no other leader in the UF who would
have been found palatable by the Con-
gress at the time. All that was required of
the head of the UF was to keep the sup-
porting Congress appropriately placated.
Gowda too was doing so in the beginning,
doing some fine balancing act among the
various UF constituents on the one hand
and vis a vis the Congress on the other
hand in fact at one time he so willingly let
himself be led by the nose by whoever
mattered in the scheme of things that he
almost became a laughing stock.

But by the time Narasimha Rao made
way for Kesri as the Congress President
in September, power had gone to his head
and he started treating the main support-
ing party with lordly indifference, if not
total contempt Kesri repeatedly hinted
that he was not amused by Gowda's an-
tics, but the PM, in his misplaced sense
of importance and overweening arro-
gance, would not take the message. Not
even when Kesri managed to install him-
self as the Chairman of the Congress Par-
liamentary Party and declared that the
Congress’s support could not be taken for
granted, it would be issue-based and so
on, Gowda would change his behaviour
accordingly. Instead he unieashed his
hatchet-man, the CBI Director Joginder
Singh on all his adversaries, potential and
actual. A five-year old murder case was
revived and Kesri was made to look a sus-
pect through inspired leaks. His assets
were investigated and he himself was
grilled. Gowda even stopped making cour-
tesy calls on the CPP leader and would
not consult the Congress on any major
issue. He mistakenly thought that be-
cause Congress was in a bad shape and
would not dare face the electorate, it
would not dare topple his regime either.

Apart from the fact that his Finance
Minister presented a budget which was
widely welcomed by the industry and jour-
nalists and which did notincrease the tax
burden, the score-card of the Gowda gov-
ernment read absolutely pathetically. It
could not or did not fulfil any of the major
promises made in the Common Minimum
Programme drawn up at the time of the
formulation of the UF.

Whether it was economic initiatives
aimed at bettering the lot of the deprived
sections or devolution of more powers to
the states or maximum autonomy to

Kashmir or in blatantly violating constitu-
tional provisions and fending off the BJP
in Uttar Pradesh or cosying up to such a
wretchedly communal character like Bal
Thackeray or failing to tackle such sensi-
tive inter-state disputes like the Cauvery
of the festering North East rebellion.

Everywhere down the line, Gowda
was exposed for what he was - a crassly
incompetent but disgustingly opportunis-
tic politician who would meet with his
nemesis earlier than he himself realised
or acknowledged.

Well there were some welcome for-
eign policy initiatives indeed. Like the re-
sumption of dialogue with Pakistan and
the agreement on the sharing of the wa-
ters of River Padma with Bangladesh but
the credit should go the wizened foreign
minister | K Gujral though the Prime Min-
ister could be complimented for not stand-
ing in the way of his minister. And even in
this sphere Gowda could not show
enough sensitivity to the feelings of Tamil
Nadu and permitted Gujral to give a vir-
tual carte blanche to the Chandrika re-
gime without seeking to push it to the ne-
gotiating table. That a junior minister from
the UK should broker an agreement be-
tween the two major Sri Lankan parties
on the ethnic issue is a sufficient com-
mentary on the way India has let itself be
marginalised in this part of the subconti-
nent.

By and large, any way, as noted Praful
Boidwai acidly remarked, “The Front has
all but betrayed its early promise. Apart
from keeping the BJP out of power at the
Centre, it performs no useful function.”

Besides Gowda kept his own coun-
sel and operated only through his confi-
dant and Information Minister, Mr Ibrahim,
unscrupulous and crafty, distancing him-
self from the other UF leaders. Everyone
has some grievance or other, If Chandra-
babu Naidu was cheesed off over Gow-
da’s failure to make his home state of
Karnataka behave in the Alamatti dam
controversy, Karunanidhi was very un-
happy that the Prime Minister would not
do a thing to make Karnataka honour the
interim award of the Tribunal on Cauvery.
Moopanar felt that he was being targeted
in the Indian Bank scam - though the tact
remains that many TMC leaders had ben-
efited by the munificence of the previous
chairman and Moopanar nominee M
Gopalakrishnan and the bank had almost
gone on the verge of bankruptcy. Besides
on many occasions Gowda has slighted
Moopanar, his loyalists assert. And so
when the final blow came, the UF part-
ners prepared to ditch Gowda, though for
the records they maintained solidarity with
him.

Kesri himself had been angered by
reports that Gowda was cultivating some
dissident Congress MPs and was luring
them with offers of office and so peremp-
torily, without even consuiting other sen-

ior Congress leaders, called on the Presi-
dent of India, submitted a letter withdraw-
ing his party's support to the UF and
staked his own claim to form a govern-
ment.

The entire nation was dumbfounded,
the stock-markets tumbled and the UF
leaders were at their wits end. President
Sharma gave ten days to Gowda to prove
his majority on the floor of the House. The
UF had to come up with some solution
within that time.

At one stage the UF did remain firm
and said the leadership issue was not
negotiable and refused to support a Con-
gress-led government. There were
grumblings within the Congress over the
precipitate move of Kesri. But hopes of a
splitin the Congress proved short-lived
and the UF realised that the only way out
was to replace Gowda with someone
more acceptable to the Congress if elec-
tions were to be avoided.

Clearly none wanted immediate elec-
tions. Apart from the uncertainty of it all,
there were wide-spread fears that the BJP
would be the gainer in the process. And
so in order to avoid the polls, avoid a loss
of face all ground and forestalt BJP machi-
nations, Deve Gowda had to go, the other
UF leaders realised. Certainly Congress
too had climbed down from its earlier po-
sition of forming its own government and
seeking the UF support. And so even as
the debate was on, the UF frantically tried
to persuade Gowda to step down before
the confidence motion was voted upon.

But he would not oblige them. He in
fact felt let down and went on to make a
fighting speech in the Lok Sabha, defend-
ing his record, claiming innocence, attack-
ing fiercely Kesri who had called him cow-
ard and incompetent a couple of days
earlier and vowed to rise from the ashes.

Nobody was impressed. Not even the
BJP to which he had sent feelers imme-
diately after Kesri met the President. Re-
portedly he suggested to the BJP that it
abstain from the voting, save his govern-
ment. On the floor of the house, after
which he would tender his resignation and
recommend dissolution and polls. He
would remain caretaker prime minister in
the interim. Such was his lust for power
and sense of hurt. He would bring down
the entire House along with him.

The BJP did toy with the idea for some
time but finally decided against the op-
tion. For it wanted to show up all the other
parties as incompetent and unfit to gov-
ern the nation and increase the pressure
on the president to order dissolution and
polls when they would be returned with a
lot more seats. (Presently their tally falls
well short of 200 and so nowhere neara
majority in the 545-member House.)

And so Gowda has been voted out.
At the time of writing this piece there were
hectic confabulations between the UF and

(Continued on page27)
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T he Leftin India still has the time _ Bengal and at the national level.

Dilemima of the Left
“in India

to go along the path of a his-

toric compromise, said West
Bengal chief minister Jyoti Basu, to
his authoritative biographer two
months ago. He came up with a
separate interview holding the polit-
buro of his party, Communist Party
of India (Marxist), for not allowing
him or others join, or even lead, the

By G.Ramesh

Bengal got rid of its recurrent
power crises as Basu successfully
wooed Indian companies and even
some multinationals to invest in
Bengal. At the political ievel, Basu
repeatedly worked for alliances
among non-Congress parties. He
also has excellent personal rap-
port with Congress and BJP lead-
ers. He recently brokered a deal

united front governmentat the cen- :
tre. When the crucial decision was with Bangla Desh for sharing the

taken in May last year, the 83-year-oid
Basu and 68-year-old party general sec-
retary Harkishan Singh Surjeet, were out-
voted on this point. The politburo clearly
viewed the situation in a different light.
The CPI(M), they held, could join the gov-
ernment only if it is in a position to com-
mand the programmes of such a gov-
ernment! They had in mind the Kerala and
West Bengal models. And the CPI(M)
ended up outside the government and the
CP|, its junior partnerin the governments
of the two states, coolly joined the gov-
ernment. Basu was clearly peeved at this
sudden development!

Basu's revolt in December was a clear
warning of things to come. Basu and
Surjeet are now playing a vital role in the
ongoing united front-Congress(l) talks to
evolve some mechanism to accommodate
the latter. Of course, Basu would not join
a government in which the Congress(l)
will be a major partner. However, he is
not averse to joining, or even leading, a
government with Congress(l) support.
Surjeet too recognises the fact that if the
CPI(M) has a chance of actually getting
to power at the centre, it will be through
Basu and now. The choice of getting into
the government at the centre gives the
party a new face of acceptance and re-
sponsibility and a chance to acquire new
power bases, reckons Surjeet.

What makes Basu tick ? Charisma ?
Bengali bhadralok manners ? His grasp
of the Bengali public sphere ? The vet-
eran Marxist seems to have completely
sized up Bengal politics during the last
two decades. He has ensured that the
CPI(M) remains a predominantly grass-
roots ouffit in the state, pushing, both

(continued from page 25)

the Congress. No one seems to know
what will happen now. But the very fact
even after the defeat of the Gowda re-
gime, most of the parties are planning to
sit together and pass the Finance Bill
which only would make Chidambaram'’s
budget effective, shows that there is still
some hope. The mainstream secular par-
ties are showing enough care to frustrate
the designs of communal forces - how-
ever genuine or not their own commitment
might be - and if they show equal care to
opt for someone who would not be as pro-
vincial and petty as Gowda, that would
bode well for the nation. Q

within and outside the power structure,
for land reforms and health and literacy
programmes. The support for the party
ensures the election of 30-odd left front
candidates from the state to the parlia-
ment in every election. There is no one
to challenge Basu within the left front
which he keeps in his iron grip. The only
challenger was the burly Nitin Chakra-
borty of the Revolutionary Socialist Party
(RSP) who levelled corruption charges
against Basu. Nitin-da was provoked and
ousted from the left front cabinet some
years ago. The CPl is not willing to take
on Basu. Even the Congress(l) in Ben-
gal is split into two factions - one going
somewhat soft on Basu admiring him as
a great Bangla leader, and the other, led
by the hardline Mamata Bannerjea want-
ing to oust him from power.

Educated in Britain, Basu, the young
leftist, returned to India and worked for
the CPI. After decades of toil, he left the
CPl when the party split over the
Sino-Soviet schism in the early sixties.
He was a founder- member of the CPI(M)
which went on to criticise the Sino-Indian
war. He was among those targetted by
the media and dubbed “anti-national”.
Basu got rid of the stigma as the extrem-
istideologues parted company with him
in 1967. He was the deputy chief minis-
terin a coalition government at that time.
Throughout the turbulent late sixties, Basu
kept his cool, as the CPI(M) lost power,
and the leftists went into a fratricidal war.
In between, his party, the CPI(M), went
on to support the Congress government
led by Indira Gandhi when it was reduced
to a minority after the historic 1969 split.
Soon, he was at the receiving end, as
Mrs Gandhi, after winning the Bangla
Deshwar, wanted to consolidate the Con-
gress base in Bengal. Basu could not
even contest the 1972 elections. He spent
the Emergency in the jail, only to come
out and win the assembly elections. The
left front never lost power thereafter.

Basu’s overall strategy has been to
project himself as a sensitive Bengali re-
former, in the great tradition of Sri Vive-
kananda and Satyajit Ray, who belong
not just to Bengal but to all of India. His
most recent candid comment is on why
the Communists should reevaluate the
great contributions of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose. With Basu in power, the
CPI(M) took several initiatives both in

Ganga waters. And, most importantly, he
maintains a cool intellectual side and
never lets go a chance to host interna-
tional dignitaries - Francois Mitterand,
Nelson Mandela, Fidel Castro, Yasser
Arafat, Gunter Grass, Noam Chomsky
and even Jacques Derrida have been in
his Calcutta!

The CPI(M)'s problems in coming to
terms with wielding power arise from two
sources. First one is the party's Kerala
lobby. Led by chief minister E K Nayanar,
this lobby is of the view that the CPI(M)
cannot rely on unstable allies over along
time. Neither the Congress nor the united
front constituents are trustworthy, accord-
ing to Nayanar and comrades. The
CPI(M) is bound to be dictated by other
parties in the ruling arrangement at the
centre, they feel. The CPI(M) has another
lobby led by young and articulate ideo-
logues like Prakash Karat and Sitaram
Yechury who think that the party has a
better chance of pushingits programmes
if it stays outside power "as of now”. The
decision to be part of the united front yet
keep off the cabinet had been their idea,
after all. This way, they are left with some
power but no responsibility. But when a
government is about to fall, they end up
bearing all the responsibility for such a
collapse!

The CPI and CPI(M) have supported
several governments at the centre in the
past. Both parties lent crucial support to
Mrs Gandhi during 1969-71 on the ques-
tion of implementing socialist policies. In
the process, both parties had no option
but to lose heavily in terms of power
bases. The CPI{M) lost powerin Bengal.
The the CPI continued to latch on to Mrs
Gandhi right through the infamous Emer-
gency. The CPI(M) went ahead to lend
qualified support to the 1977-79 Janata
government led by Morarji Desai. Later,
both parties vociferously supported the
1989-90 governmenet led by V P Singh
even as the BJP pulled the rugs from
under his feet.

The CPI(M)'s current strategy seems
to keep a non-Congress, non-BJP front
going in the centre. Apart from this, the
CPI(M), the premier leftist party in India,
has failed to achieve much in terms of
expanding its power base outside Kerala,
West Bengal and a few pockets in other
states. The CPI has lost ground steadily

(Continued on next page)
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ATTEMPT T0 IMPLICATE
JAVA BOOMERANGS ON DMK

T N Gopalan

of all those in the mould of Karuna-

nidhi and Jayalalitha. Not long ago,

the late Kamaraj described the DMK
and the AIADMK as “ore kuttaiyil ooriya
iru mattaikal” - meaning in effect that they
were birds of the same feather. When it
comes to meanness, arrogance, corrup-
tion or vindictiveness, there is generally
nothing much to choose between Jayal-
alitha and Karunanidhi, though the latter
is any day a little bit more graceful and a
little less revolting. And in his latest stint
the septuagenarian war-horse takes pains
to go out of his way to prove that he has
learnt his lessons and has grown quite
mature.

However the incidents last month re-
lating to an explosive photograph show-
ing Jayalalitha “in the company of Rajiv
Gandhi's assassins, Dhanu and Sivara-
san" rudely shattered all the fond hopes
of those who believed Karunanidhi was a
changed man these days and that by
proving decisively that under him the state
would be much better off he would fore-
stall any possibility of Jayalalitha’s stag-
ing a come-back.

Once again he came over as a mean
and vindictive man, very unrepentant to
boot. By the same token. Jayalalitha does
seem to have scored a signal victory and
won some measure of public sympathy.

P oliticians rarely, if ever, learn. Least

The citizens of Tamil Nadu woke up
on 28 March to be confronted with what
was touted to be a most sensational pho-
tograph of recent times - that of Dhanu
and Sivarasan in the company of Jaya-
Jalitha. It was actually a group photo of
some AIADMK leaders including such
persons as S Thirunavukkarasu and HV
Hande. Indian Express, its vernacular
stablemate Dinamani and the Tamil
bi-weekly JuniorVikatan which carried the
photograph also claimed that the picture
should have been shot sometime in 1990.
While the newspapers confined them-
selves to merely carrying the picture,
identifying those found in it and mention-
ing the possible date, the sensation-mon-
gering Junior Vikatan went on to raise
many disturbing questions - how come the
dreaded assassins came so close to the
former chief minister, was such an associ-
ation merely accidental or was there any-
thing more sinister, did Sivarasan and
Dhanu carry the photograph around and
gain access in AIADMK circles in further-
ance of their monstrous designs and sol-
amnly hoped that if only the other AlA-
DMK leader found in the photo could re-
call the past and explain the proximity of
the assassins to Jayalalitha one more link
in the assassination could be unraveiled.

The more respectable Dinamani and
Indian Express did not indulge in such

(continued from page 27)

in the peasant heartiand of Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Punjab. In Bihar, the war-
ring leftwing extremist groups have been
the beneficiaries. In Uttar Pradesh and
Punjab, non-left forces have captured the
power bases. A certain uneasiness in
leading the struggles of depressed
classes and castes has cost both the CPI
and the CPI(M) heavily. The CPI(M)
shows no signs of taking up caste-related
issues or striking compromises with ex-
tremist leftist groups and grassroot or-
ganisations which have managed to ac-
quire substantial bases. in the urban trade
union front too, the BJP has been making
steady inroads into left and Congress
bastions. The CPI, which managed to get
two berths in the union cabinet, is also
finding it tough to expand its base whenit
is inside the government. Its long-time
leader Indrajit Gupta is too suave and
soft-spoken to be a tough-talking home
minister of the entire country. He is known
to have putin his papers after he was re-
peatedly ignored by prime minister H D

Deve Gowda on crucial issues. Being in
power demands attending to a different
set of priorities and Gupta is just learn-
ing the ropes. The performances of So-
cialists while in power has not been much
to speak of either. Chandra Shekhar has
held the top post in the government, but
had to quit having antagonised his
supporter-from-outside, the Congress(l).
And another ardent Socialist, George
Fernandes, never got a chance to be a
minister for more than two years.

The CPI(M) is clearly aware that it
cannot work for long with a negative pla-
nk, that of keeping the BJP or Congress
out of power. It has to develop a frame-
work by which it can defiver the promises
made to the electorate when the party is
in power. In the process, if the party loses
power, it's fine. That's the only way it can
hope to expand its power base. For the
time being, any chief minister can hope
to have a shot at the Delhi throne. And
Basu. quite rightly, feels: “why notme, the
son of Bengal?” He needs a new frame-
work for the centre, if he has to keep up
his own standards in Bengal. Q

terrifying speculations, but the intention
was clear - to implicate Jayalalitha in the
assassination.

The lady found next to Jayalalitha and
the young man not far away do have strik-
ing resemblance to Dhanu and Sivarasan
- those who are familiar with the famous
picture of Dhanu, garland in hand and
Kurta-clad Sivarasan, waiting for Rajiv's
arrival in Sriperumbudur would indeed
have been tempted to believe that the two
found in the group photograph were in-
deed the Jaffna-duo. But can the press
go without checking its authenticity and
verifying accuracy of the identity of per-
sons claimed to be in the photograph, par-
ticularly in the context of the seriousness
of the allegation of a link between the
leader of a political party and the alleged
assassins of Rajiv Gandhi?

Besides Jayalalitha looks so slim in
the picture that one would think twice be-
fore dating it to early 1990 - by 1989 she
had grown quite obese. Evidently in their
zeal to fix her or serve Karunanidhi's
ends, the editors did not bother to stop
and think even for a moment.

Predictably the Assembly was rocked
by the “scandal”. While the DMK-men
themselves were silent, under instructions
from their high commend, the Tamil Maa-
nilla Congress (TMC) MLAs shook with
righteous indignation, drew most outrage-
ous inferences and demanded immediate
arrest of Jayalalitha for her roie in the con-
spiracy behind Rajiv's murder.

Karunanidhi himseif would not directly
comment on the issue but huried a num-
ber of innuendoes at her, wondering why
she should have avoided the Sriperum-
pudur meeting and why the AIADMK lead-
ers failed to turn up 1o receive Rajiv Gan-
dhi at the airport during that visit, noting
that she had backed the LTTE even after
the Padmanabha massacre and so on.To
get at the truth he would go in for a thor-
oughgoing enquiry, he announced.

The protests of the small AIADMK
group proved ineffectual. Already that
stormy petrel R Thamaraikani had been
suspended from the House for the rest of
the budget session for making “unsub-
stantiated allegations” against Arcot
Veerasamy, a senior minister and a con-
fidant of the Chief Minister. The suspensi-
on too had attracted widespread criticism
with the more objective section among the
press seriously questioning the impartial-
ity of Speaker Palanivel Rajan and remi-
nding him of the fate of his notorious pred-
ecessor Sedapatti R Muthiah.

But Palanive! Rajan was determined
to allow the TMC MLAs and the Chief
Minister savage Jaya and so he contemp-
tuously brushed aside the objections
raised by AIADMK group’s leader Thiru-
navukkarasu who vaguely recalled that
the two in the photograph could be advo-
cates from Dharmapuri and that the pho-
tograph might have been taken sometime
in 1988. Further even if the two were re-
ally Dhanu and Sivarasan, could one not

(Continued on page 29)
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interpret it to mean that the Tigers were
having a dry run, testing their access to
senior Tamil Nadu politicians, he wonder-
ed. Buthe was heckled and shouted down
by the DMK and the TMC benches.

But even as they were lfustily cheer-
ing the Chief Minister for his “patriotism
and responsible approach to such a mat-
ter of national importance, “ came a body
blow to the DMK's designs from a most
unexpected quarter - a Janata Dal mem-
ber from Dharmaspuri, who had until then
been denied an opportunity to make a
point, got up and told a stunned house
that the two identified as Dhanu and Siva-
rasan were only lawyers from his area,
that they belonged to the AIADMK law-
yers’ wing and that he knew both of them
personally.

The Chair post-haste wound up the
discussions on the issue, but no one ex-
pressed regrets for having slandered a
former Chief Minister or would challenge
the Dal member's assertions.

The press did appear contrite. The
managed to bring themselves to despatch
their reporters to Dharmapuri locate the
lawyers, Dhakshayini and Nanje Gowda
and record their statements to the effect
that they had indeed called on Jayalalitha
in early 1988 when the photograph was
taken. The very next day the two were pro-
duced before the press and an ailing Jaya-
lalitha appeared in person, for the first
time in two months since she was rushed
to the hospital for treatment for spond-
yliosis. She was at her hysterical best,
threatening to sue the press and finding
the hand of the government in the frame-
up. For once she found many sympathetic
ears. There was not an iota of doubt in
anyone’s mind that it was the government
which had tried to damn and embarrass
Jaya further by planting the photos in and
that a foolish Press had willingly obliged.
The general surmise was that the picture
should have been taken out of the albums
recovered from the Poes Garden during
the repeated raids a couple of months
ago.

In 1989 when her faction fared rather
badly in the elections, a dispirited Jaya
decided to call it a day but her then confi-
dant Natarajan snatched the letter from
her hands and took it away. Tipped of the
development. Karunanidhi had held his
hand at the time.

There is indeed a qualitative change
in the situation now, what with Jaya's
name in the mud for her various acts of
commission and commission. Still com-
ing as it does, after the Pudukotiai by-
election in which the DMK's victory mar-
gin had come down drastically and with a
possible realignment of political forces, an
alliance between the AIADMK and Gopa-
Isamy's MDMK, for instance, the photo-
graph incident has only served to revive
the sagging morale of the AIADMK.

The return of instability in the Centre
has already unnerved the DMK a bit. Was
it not after the fall of the V P Singh gov-
ernment that Karunanidhi's own was dis-

# READERS FORUM

ICONS AND ICONOCLASTS

The commentary by G Ramesh entitled,
“Sharmans and Deities of Tamil Nadu Old
and New" (TT, March 1997) was appreci-
ated, though its tone was somewhat cyni-
cal. Ramesh has provided a capsule history
of the ideological adjustments taken by the
Dravidian front leaders in Tamil Nadu to cap-
ture the seat of power and to hold it perma-
nently. Permit me to express a few points on
this theme.

| sense that Ramesh uses the phrase
“Dravidian cadres” somewhat derisively. For
better or worse, the majority of the Tamil
Nadu voters have continuously elected the
DMK or ADMK for 30 years since 1967, and
they have turned their backs to the grand
old Congress Party (stinking with corruption
of Himalayan proportions, and whose cur-
rent policies run counter to the principles of
Mahatma Gandhi) or non-Dravidian parties,
which include the Communists of more than
one variety. Pundits can call it stupidity (or
obscene, as Dr S Sivasegaram is fond of
calling the Tamil Nadu politics). But, please
give the Devil its due. None of the Dravidian
front leaders who became the Chief Minis-
ters of Tamil Nadu (Anna, Karunanidhi, MGR
and Jayalalitha) during the past 30 years
placed a gun on the voter's head and de-
manded their allegiance. The Dravidian front
leaders played the “democratic game” ac-
cording to the stipulated rules (as it is played
in Britain or USA) and they won it fair and
square. This is because the Dravidian plat-
form appeals well to the inner sentiments of
Tamils, similar to the platitudes such as“free-
dom and liberty” or “Jesus lives” trotted out
by American politicians, which appeal to the
average American Joe and Mary. So, itis a
futile exercise to decipher deeper meanings
for the actions of politicians like Karunanidhi

missed in 1991? Besides continuing cor-
ruption at lower levels, the high-hand-
edness of Karunanidhi's son M K Azhagiri
and of the DMK functionaries in general
and all round price rise, are all taking their
toll on the government's popularity. To
make matters worse the TMC seems set
to open a new front against its electoral
ally, choosing to attack the government
on the issue of non-devolution of powers
and funds to the municipalities and
panchayats. None other than the TMC
No. 2 and Union Finance Minister P Chid-
ambaram himself held out a threat of
statewide agitation at a public meeting.
Another Union Minister, S R Balasubra-
manian said that the tie-up with the DMK
was only temporary-as had been the case
with the AIADMK alliance - and so called
upon the TMC cadres to prepare to fight
the next elections on their own. Clearly
the situation is hotting up and the DMK
must needs be extremely cautious, avoid
similar gaffes and concentrate on govern-
ance instead of witchhunting if it does not
want to forfeit the people’s goodwill. Q

on the basis of atheism or conversion to sin-
gular godhead and what not.

When one looks beyond the borders of
India, we can be assured that what hap-
pened in Tamil Nadu is not an aberration. In
the Soviet Union and in China, iconoclasts
like Lenin and Mao were transformed into
icons by the communist cadres. We shouid
also note that Periyar EV Ramaswamy and
his then lieutenant (Thalapathy) V N
Annadurai, with their speeches and stage
dramas, modelled their Dravidian platform
in the early 1940s on a homespun version
of communism. Stalin, the name Karunanidhi
gave to his son (who is now being promoted
to take over the top job from his dad) is an
example for this communist honeymoon pe-
riod of the Dravidian leaders. The red colour
in the red and black DMK flag also, | believe,
is a borrowing from the Communist symbol.
Even MGR, after he formed his breakaway
ADMK in 1972, espoused his Annaism phi-
losophy as the “best amalgam from demo-
cratic, socialist and communist principles”.
Though many laughed at it as a joke, if he is
alive, even MGR may find it amusing that
Japan provides a good example of his
Annaism philosophy, where the society life
is based on an amalgam of“little democracy,
little socialism and little communism”. One
can even postulate that MGR must have re-
ceived inspiration for his Annaism philoso-
phy from Japan almost a quarter of a cen-
tury ago, because he had some fascination
for Japanese gadgets like the camera (be-
ing a movie star, this is not a surprise!) And
visited this country to shoot his own produc-
tion, “Ulagam Suttrum Vaatiban”.

Sachi Sri Kantha
5-16-305 Tsukimicho,
Fukuroi City, Shizuoka 437-01, Japan

Capitalist Society
& Schizophrenia

I do not know whether Dr.R.Sivamo-han
is a Bachelor of Medicine or a scho-lar of
another subject. However, certain assertions
relating to mental iliness in the article “The
Moral Centred Society” (TT 15 March 1997)
cannot be allowed to remain without com-
ment as there is a likelihood that the non-
tutored reader might accept the comments
as arising from detailed knowledge of the
topic. )

The statement that “.... Schizophrenia
is a psychological sickness one can getina
capitalist society, where he is so thoroughly
alienated from his real nature...”" is totally
wrong.

The prevalence rate of Schizophrenia in
any society anywhere in the world is approxi-
mately the same and is about eightin a thou-
sand. Therefore it is very likely that some
bio-chemical dysfunction contributes very
much to the onset of the disorder and not
the level of “civilisation” or “sophistication”
of the society.When the author refers to
“.....long periods of suffering with deep wor-
ries, difficulties with concentration and diffi-
culties with rest....", he/she is probably re-
ferring to the condition called Depressive dis-
order (also known as Depressive illness,
Clinical depression or just Depression) and
not Schizophrenia.

Dr.R.Thaya-Paran, FRCP
Billericay, Essex, UK
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MATRIMONIAL

Seeking professionally qual-
ified partner, 39 to 45, for Jaffna
Christian spinster doctor in UK
employment. Christians,
Catholics considered. Please
give all details in first letter.
Divorcees, widowers not consi-
dered. M 923 c/o Tamil Times.
Jaffna Hindu professional
from Australia seeks edu-
cated lady partner, 35-40.
Please send details and recent
photo to M 927 c/o Tamil
Times.

Ceylon Tamil seeks partner for
her sister, 34, certified general
accounts, employed but having
right hand slightly affected from
birth, Canadian citizen. Send
details M 928 c/o Tamil Times.
Jaffna Hindu parents seek
partner for daughter, 36, good
permanent employment in
Canada, innocent divorcee, no
encumbrances. Send details. M
929 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu family seeks
educated bride in UK for gradu-
ate son, 26. British citizen in
good UK employment. Send full
details. M 930 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
educated partner for their pretty
daughter, fair, 5’4", 28. Write
with full details to M 931 c/o
Tamil Times.

Jaffna Catholic mother seeks
professional groom for daugh-
ter, 36, Research Officer in
University Hospital in USA.
Send details. M 932 c/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Christian parents seek
partner, 30-35, for daughter,
29, M.Sc., Electrical Engineer
in good employment in Cana-
da. Send details. M 933 c/o
Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu sister seeks
bride below 33 for UK qualified
Civil Engineer, 38, British
Citizen, UK professional prefer-
red. Please send photo, details.
M 934 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek
bride (in US preferred) for son,
35, Mechanical Engineer,
permanent US resident, Mars
afflicted seventh house. Send
horoscope, details. M 935 c/o
Tamil Times.

. Sutton, Surrey SM1 3TD - .
0181-644 0972 Fax: 0181-241 4557

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following
couples on their recent wed-
ding.

Gunaseelan son of Mr. & Mrs.
Jayasingam of 99 Landseer
Avenue, Manor Park, London
E12 6HS. and Geetha daugh-
ter of the late Mr. S.D. Balara-
jah and Mrs. P. Balarajah of 21
Haydon Park Road, Wimble-
don, London SW19 8JQ on
22.3.97 at Rutlish Hall, Mostyn
Road, London SW19.

Dr. Kannan Athavan son of
Mr. & Mrs. Karuna Nithi of 12
Manor Drive, Worcester Park,
Surrey KT4 7LG and Dr. Ange-
la Jane daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
Roger Smith of 42 The Mount,
Curdworth, Warwickshire B76
9HR on 22.3.97 at St. Cuth-
bert’s Church, Shustoke, War-
wickshire.

OBITUARIES

Mr. Muthu Ambikaipahan
(Ambi), (61), formerly Statistical
Officer, C.T.B., Narahenpita,
Sri Lanka; beloved husband of
Thavamani; loving father of
Pahalavan, late Anapayan and
Lohini: loving brother of Mrs.
Maheswary Balasingham;
father-in-law of Rajeswaran;
uncle of Mrs. Mala Krishnara-
jah; grandfather of Kriththihar-
an, Suranutha, Priyankan and
Krishnavi, all of London passed
away on 28th March 1997 in
London and was cremaled on
5th April 1997.

The members of the family
wish to thank all friends and

relatives who attended the
funeral, sent messages of sym-
pathy and assisted them in
several ways during the period
of great sorrow. — 5 Abbeywood
Road, Abbey Wood, London
SE2 9ED. Tel: 0181 244 9795.

Ganeswary (bon 1917), be-
loved wife of the late Mr. E.S.
Ponnudurai of Alaveddy South;
daughter of the late Mr. S.A.
Kanagaratnam and the late
Mrs. Nagapoosani Kanagarat-
nam of Sandilipay North; sister
of Kaneswaran and Kaileswar-
an; loving mother of Dr. Siva
Sivakumaran (UK), the late Sri-
kumaran, Jayanthi, Jeyakumar-
an and Vasanthi, expired
peacefully on 02.02.97 and was
cremated the next day in Vad-
dukoddai (where she was resi-
dent since 1983 with her
daughter-in-law Rajes Sriku-
maran. The Anthiesty also was
held there on 4th March 1997. —
3 Savile Close, New Malden,
Surrey KT3 5QG, UK.

Mrs Grace Nagaratnam
Rasiah, formerly Varuththalavi-
{an, Tellipallai and llavalai, pas-
sed away peacefully in Col-
ombo on S5th April 1997. Only
daughter of late Mr. & Mrs.
Suntharam of Siruppidy and
Nallur and only sister of late .
G.0.D.B. Overseer Kanapathi-
pillai of Karaitivu (E.P.), she is
beloved wife of late Mr. M.A.
Rasiah (former Headmaster in
Ceylon and teacher at Herts
Tamil School, Watford), loving
amma to Sathianathan (Wat-
ford — 01923 662970), Pack-
iarajah (Kaluwanchikudi, E.P.),
Bhavani Stella (Dubai -
450729), Uthayashankar (New
Malden — 0181949 2888),
Nanthini Theresa (Mathagal —
lately Batticaloa), Logan
Rasiah (Watford — 01923
463466), and Rangini Emilda
(Canada — 905 887 0073);
mother-in-law of Rasammah,
Anuradha, Devendra (Appu),
Ranji, Nagarajah, Catherine

and Daniel; loving appamma
and ammamma to Ammu, Son-
na, Mathu, Thayalan, Andrew,
Dharun, Rajen, Ravi, Uma, Vi-
jay, Anand, Sarene, Jemina,
Damian and Dinanna.

The funeral took place on 8th
April at Wattala. Cemetery. Her
family members wish to thank
all friends and relatives who
attended the funeral and those
who sent floral tributes and
messages. — 1453 High Road,
Leavesden, Watford, Herts
wD2 7AP, UK.

Mr. Pradeep Jeganathan.
Lecturer in Mathematics, Uni-
versity of Transkei, South Afri-
ca: beloved youngest son of
Mr. & Mrs. K. Jeganathan,
formerly of Jaffna and presently
of Butterworth, Transkei.; lov-
ing brother of Mythili ( Transkei),
Janarthana (Sydney, Australia)
and Dr. Sanjayan (Cape Town);
brother-in-law of Sath-
thianathan, Meera, and Sivajini;
uncle of Gajanan, Mayuran and
Janani, passed away under tra-
gic circumstances on 31st
March 1997 — gunned down by
car hi-jackers who fled with his
car. The funeral rites were per-
formed by Swami Chaithany
Ananda of Sri Rajarajeswari
Peetam, Rochester, New York,
a close friend of the family, on
5th April.

The members of the family
thank all friends and relatives
who attended the funeral, sent
messages of sympathy and
assisted them in several ways
during the period of great sor-
row — 8 Kylami Flats, Butter-
worth, Transkei, South Africa.

For Sale
1992 Built House in
Mattakkuliya, near beach,
3 bed rooms (one with
en-suite B/room), one
additional bathroom/wc,
one wc, telephone. Please
reply E 75 c/o Tamil Times
with telephone number.
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IN MEMORIAM

In everloving memory of Mr.
Vellupillai Nadarajah, formerly
Director, Ceylon School of So-
cial Work, son of the late Mr. &
Mrs. Vellupillai of Chetty Street,
Nallur, Sri Lanka; son-in-law of
the late Mr. K. Muthulingam
and Mrs. Muthulingam of Telli-
pallai, Sri Lanka on the sixth
anniversary of his passing
away on 4.4.91.

Sadly missed and fondly re-
membered by his beloved wife
Muthu Ambikai; daughter Dr.
Sakunthala; son Dr. Ravindran;
son-in-law Dr. Suresh

Thayalan; daughter-in-law
Meera; grandchildren Arjun,
Nisha and Sathiya. — 11 Baro-
nia Croft, Highwoods, Colches-
ter, Essex CO4 5EF. :

In loving memory of Mr. Visva-
lingam Sivasubramaniam,
Principal Emeritus, Skanda
Varodaya College, Chunnakam
on the first anniversary of his
passing away on 26.4.96.
Sadly missed and fondly re-
membered by his beloved wife
Sironmany; children Dr. Siva-
nandarajah, Sivagnanasunder-
am, Dr. Sivapalan, Sivathasan,
Sivaratnam, Sivamanoharan
and Sivaloshanadevi; son-in-
law Thavarajah; daughters-in-
law Manimehaladevi, Anandhi,
Yogeswary, Kamaladevy,

Supathiradevi and  Devahi;.

grandchildren Sutharshan,

Priyatharshini, Suseenthiran,
Suhanthan, Sutharshika,
Suloshan, Suthaharan, Sulak-
shan, Arooran, Gajamohana,
Gajaharan and Vaishna. -
135A Sudbury Avenue, Wemb-
ley, Middx. HAO 6AW. Tel:
0181 385 0477.

In loving memory of Beloved

Amma Appa
Leelawathy  Saravanmutiu
Elankanathan  llankanathan

Born: 24.8.32 Born: 31.10.22
Rest: 28.4.96 Rest: 18.2.94

Gently with love your memory
is kept

iIn our hearts a silent sorrow
Silent, our tears that fall

Your spirit still felt

In triumph or disaster

Great courage, humour, wit and
wisdom "

Whose generosity knew no
bounds

You are greatly missed for ever
And arein the thoughts of

All your family and friends.

Fondly remembered and sadly
missed by your ever-loving
daughter Urmilia, son-in-law
Kuha, grand daughters Shobi
and Ranji — 58 Ringwood,
South Bretton, Peterborough
PE3 9SH. Tel: 01733 262760.

In loving memory of Mrs
Jeyamani Theresa Nicholas,
beloved wife of Albert Arasarat-
nam Nicholas, former Manager
of Oriental Bank, Berhad, who
passed away on 28th August
1995.

She - was a lady who prac-
tised her faith devoutly and this
saw her making a pilgrimage to
Rome to meet the Pope. For
more than 55 years, whatever
the weather, she attended early
morning dawn Mass and par-
took of Holy Communion daily
except in 1979 when she suf-
fered a stroke which hampered
her movements.

Her walk of faith rubbed into
all her children, five sons and
three daughters, as well as her
eight grandchildren, who pre-
ciously cherish the rich spiritual
legacy she left behind to always
trust in God, pray fervently and
read the Bible daily. She was
an active member of the
Women's Institute and travelled
with other members to Indone-
sia, Thailand and various parts
of Malaysia to meet the needs
of the poor and the forsaken. —
Jeya Vasa, 31 Jalan Bunga
Ros, 41100 Klang, Malaysia.

Tenth Death Anniversary
23.05.97

Mr. S. Sivasambo
(Retired Post Master)

Fondly remembered by wife
Sivakkolunthu, children Sridas,
Sriharan, Gowri and Sriskan-
than, brothers in law Sivakur-
unathar and Sambasivam, and
their families.

In cherished memory of Mr.
Chinnathampy Rasiah on the
third anniversary of his passing
away on 24.04.94.

Deep in our hearts you will
always stay
Loved and remembered every
day.

Greatly loved, deeply missed
and always remembered by his
sorrowing wife Gunamany; sis-
ter Arianayagam; beloved chil-
dren Rajan and Rajini; loving
daughter-in-law Janaki; son-in-
law Lakshman; grandchildren

Thabojan, Prashanth and
Sulakshan; sisters-in-law,
nephews and nieces. — 14
Greenbriar Avenue, Wheelers
Hill, Melbourne Vic 3150, Au-
stralia. — 3818 Campolindo
Drive, Morga, 94556 California,
USA.

In loving memory of Mrs.
Mathuraranee Paraman-
anthan, Retired Teacher,
Chundikuli Girls’ College, Jaff-
na on the first anniversary of
her passing away on 14th April
1996

Sadly missed and fondly re-
membered by her loving hus-
band Paramananthan; sons
Babhirathan and Uthiran (both of
Sri Lanka), beloved sisters
Thanes (Colombo), Rajes (UK)
and Indirani (Jaffna); their fami-
lies in Tellippalai, Colombo and
UK. — 119 Hawley Road, Dart-
ford, Kent DA1 1PB. Tel: 01322

Mrs Rasamma Sabapathipil-
lai of Velanai, Sri Lanka, be-
loved wife of the late Naga-
nathan Sabapathipillai, loving
mother of the late Parasakthy,
Varnakulasingam (Colombo),
Sarojini (USA), Kularajasingam
(Canada), and Kulathungam
(USA),; mother-in-law of the late
Rajagopal, the late Padigaling-
am, Kamaladevi, Sargjinithevi
and Manoranjitham; grand-
mothere of Somavathi,
Sathiavathy, the late Thilaga-
vathi, Sukunavathi, Maheswar-
aran, Vani, Kumareswaran,
Vasuki, Jegatheeswaran, Sar-
weswaran, Raveendiran, Ra-
jendran, Jeyanthy,
Gnanendran, Shanthi,
Thanendran, Ananthy, Kunth-
avi, Ananthavi, Pamathy, Atha-
van, Senthuran, Murali and
Myuran; great grandmother of
Kanthan, Priya, Thenuha,
Hamsan, Sharmiran,
Praneetha, Prasheetha,
Prashoban, Suman, Joe Anne,
Michelle, Varan, Tara, Dharan,
Neeran, Arthi, Ehan, Aran and
Shankari, passed away at the
ripe old age of 98 in Harrow,
Middx., UK on 12.497 - 3
North Avenue, North Harrow,
Middx HA2 7AE. Tel: 0181 723
6176.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
May 2 Feast of St. Athanasius.
May 3 Krishna Ekathasi;
6.15pm Kokuvil Hindu College
0.8.A. (UK) Presents variety
entertainment at Claremont
High School Hall, Claremont
Avenue, Kenton, Harrow,
Middx. Tel: 0181 578 3159/761
0358.

May 4 Pirathosam.

May 6 Amavasai.

May 7 Karthigai.

May 8 Feast of the Ascension
of Lord Jesus.

May 10 Chathurthi.

May 12 Sashdi.

May 18 Ekathasi.

May 19 Pirathosam.

May 21 Vaikasi Visakam; Full
Moon.

May 22 Feast of St. Rita.

May 25 Holy Trinity; 4.00pm
London Tamil Christian Con-
gregation celebrates 25th
Anniversary with Special Ser-
vice of Thanksgiving at River-
court Methodist Church, King
Street, Hammersmith, London
Wwe.

May 25 9.00am to 7.00pm Fes-
tival of Cricket at Norman Park,
Bromley, Kent. Tel: 0181 930
2323/363 5770.

May 26 9.00am to 7.30pm
Tamil Cricket and Netball Fes-
tival at Wadham Lodge Sports
Centre, Wadham Road, Lon-
don E17. Tel: 0171 403 4554.

May 27 Feast of St. Augustine.

May 29 Corpus Christi.

May 31 Feast of the Visitation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

At Bhawan Centre, 4A Castle-
town Road, London W14
9HQ. Tel: 0171 381 3086/
4608.

May 3 7.00pm London Sivan
Temple presents Carnatic Voc-
al Concert by Smt Charumathi
Ramachandran and Kumari
Subhasri Ramachandran from
India. Tel: 0181 318 9844/690

0401.
May 11 6.00pm Carnatic Flute
by Master Shashank from

India.
May 25 6.00pm Sitar by
Shubendra Rao from India.

Sri Lankan Teacher Wins
Award in Seycelles

Mrs. Yoga Ravindran, Sri Lankan science
teacher from Anse Royale School in
Seycelles won the prestigious_Common-
wealth Association of Science Technology
and Mathematics Education (CASTME)

Award for her environmentally oriented '

project — ‘Composting’. The award brings
to focus the rapid development of science
education and environmental studies in
Seycelles. The above picture shows Mrs.
Ravindran receiving the award and certifi-
cate from Dr. Andrew Salisbury, Chairman,
CASTME at an impressive function at its
secretariat in London.

Mr. Ravindran, Yoga's husband is the
Acting Head of the School of Agriculture in
the Seycelles Polytechnic and hails from
Nawalapitiya where the family has long-
standing educational connections with
Kathiresan College.

Mridangam Chakravarti

Umayalpuram Sivaraman

in Jugalbandhi
The mridangam maestro who played for
the movie ‘Mridanga Chakravartl’
featuring the Tamil star Sivafi
Ganeshan.
Some readers might have enjoyed the
first performance of the UK tour at the

Queen Elizabeth Hall, London on 20th.

April.

Umayalpuram K. Sivaraman may be
considered the world’s most accomplished
and versatile mridangam player who is a
pioneer in his field. Last year major festiv-
als were held in Delhi and Madras to
celebrate his 50 years of service to Indian
classical music. He has toured world wide,
including in USA, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, Malaysia, Singapore, Sri Lanka,
Germany, Holland and Belgium. He has
played for most of the top artists in India

and played for All India Radio, Radio
Ceylon and Doordarshan TV.

The first half of Jugalbandhi is devoted
to melody, the percussion having full
scope in the second half.

A programme such as this is an example
of new directions in Indian classical music,
all made possible by K.S. Bhavani Shank-
er of Samudra who arranged the tour. The
overriding reason for this undertaking is his
eagerness lo make the mridangam, his
own instrument, more well known and
popular. He is sure that Umayalpuram
Sivaraman, who has the ability to charm
any audience, is the best person to do this.

Further performances: Sun. 4 May at
6.30, Birmingham Library Theatre, Cham-
berlain Square, B3, 0121 236 5622; Fri. 9
May at 8.00, Bluecoats Arts Centre,
School Lane, Liverpool, 0151 709 5297;
Sat. 10 May at 7.00, Oldham 6th Form
College, Union West St., Oldham, 0161
911 4072. Edinburgh date to be confirmed.

Garani and Divani
Blossom to Fame

—

The two lovely talented sisters Garani and
Divani, daughters of Gowri and Ravi
Nadaraja of Hayward, San Francisco and
pupils of Guru Mythili Kumar blossomed
into promising Bharatha Natya artistes at
their arangetram at the Hoffman Theater,
Walnut Creek in the Bay Area, which was
packed to capacity with an appreciative
audience.

The first item ‘Sri Vignaraajam Bhaje’ &
‘Alarippu’ was executed with such meticu-
lous precision that it induced an instant
aesthetic sensitivity in the spell bound
audience. It paved the way for the most
absorbing attractive dance of the evening,
‘Ainthu Sabai Natanam’, depicting the
dances of Lord Shiva in the five sacred
halls in Chidamparam, Madurai, Thirunel-
velli Kutralam and Thiruvaalangadu. It
was made georgeous by the precise back-
drop of the five great temples which were
timely focused at the rear of the stage to
highlight the significance of each dance.
The Ardhanarisvara dance in Kutralam, a
pose of which appears above and the
dance competition between Shiva and Kali
in Thiruvaalangadu were a real treat. This
dance piece was fabulous, revealing the
flawless footwork and their mastery of
exquisite expressions.

This was followed by ‘Abirami Stuti’
verses from the famous ‘Abirami Andaadi’
praising the benevolent graceful mother
goddess, which was aptly portrayed by the
sisters. The next offering was a ‘Varnam’
composed by Subbudu in Ragam Valaji.
The dancers beautifully depicted the feel-
ings of Goddess Devaiyanai on the mar-
riage of her husband to the hunter's
daughter Valii. This item was interwoven
with difficult jathis and statuesque poses
which were as exotic as their enchanting
costumes.

Taking the stage next was ‘Thirumal
Paraval’ from the ancient epic Silapathi-
karam with the scintillating song ‘Vadavar-
aiyai Mathakki’. Here the sisters depicted
the deeds of Lord Vishnu with great exper-
tise.

The tempo of the arangetram changed
with Garani performing a solo rendition of
Paapanaasam Sivan's ‘Naan Oru Vilaiyat-
tu Bommaiya' and Divani’s solo of Bhar-
athi’s ever popular 'Dhiku Theriyaadhu
Kaattil’, which were both executed with
graceful gestures, excellent footwork, re-
markable facial expresions and swift
movements.

The immaculate stage arrangements,
the extraordinary fitting costumes, eye
catching ornaments and delicate make-up
blended with their dynamic performance.
Their Guru Jythili Kumar, well known
among the maestros has given much of
herself in imparting her art and skill to her
worthy students. Her Nattuvangam, the
reverberating vocal of Asha, pulsating
Mirudangam of N. Narayanan and Kan-
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chira of P.V. Natarajan, stimulating Violin
of Shanthi Narayanan and swashbuckling
Flute of Dr. P.T. Narasimhan contributed
lowards the success of the memorable
evening. The arangetram marked the rec-
ognition of the unfiinching encouragement,
dedication and persevering efforts of the
parents Gowri and Ravi in arranging the
recital so efficiently and smoothly.

It was undoubtedly a delightful evening
to be remembered. Many in the auditorium
wondered, ‘Should such young, talented
dancers ever give up this hard learned
art?’ and wished that they should continue
in this unfathomable divine art.

Nandakumaran Navaratnam.

Anmeera’s Arangetram
in Switzerland

Ten-year-old Anmeera, daughter of Mr. &
Mrs. Sivanandam of Zurich, Switzerland
had her Bharatha Natya Arangetram at the
Kirch Gemein De Hall, Zurich on 22nd
March 1997. She is a student of Naiya
Kalaimani Gnanasundari Vasan.

Anmeera started the performance with
the traditional Pushpanjali, Alarippu and all
the pieces that are essential for a full
dance performance. Apart from the usual
items like Varnam, Patham, Thillana,
Anmeera performed the snake dance
‘Nathar Mudi’, the Kurathi dance and a
dance on ‘Our Motherland — Ealam’ com-
posed by Veeramani lyer which was well
received by the audience. Anmeera excel-
led in the Navarasa Patham ‘Kannai
Kavarum’ in Ragamalika when she
brought the nine moods in Ramayana so
beautifully, for which she received a stand-
ing ovation.

Guru Gnanasundari is a Diploma Holder
in Bharatha Natyam from the Fine Arts
Academy of the Jaffna University with a lot
of polential needed for a good teacher.
The Chief Guest, Mrs. Moganraj (teacher
of Guru Gnanasundari) in her speech
praised the-Gugu and her pupil for the
wonderful pérformance. Guest speakers

were Mr. K. Sivanandan from Germany,
Mr. Kumar G.G. Ponnambalam from Sri
Lanka and Mr. N. Muralidaran, P. Anton
from Zurich.

Anmeera was ably assisted by Smt
Gnanasundari Vasan — Nattuvangam, Smt
Ambika Thamotheram — Vocal, Sri Muthu
Sivarajah — Mirdangam, Smt Komala Kan-
diah - Violin, Sri S. Sivaji — Flute and Sri T.
Karunakaran — Tabla.

Piranavan’s Mridanga
Arangetram

The Mridanga Arangetram of fourteen-
year-old Piranavan, son of Mr. & Mrs. K.
Sucindran of Hampton and pupil of Guru
Kirupakaran took place at the Beck
Theatre, Hayes packed to capacity with an
appreciative audience. He accompanied
Rajkumar Bharathi, a popular vocalist from
India. He is the great grandson of the great
Tamil poet Mahakavi Subramania Bhar-
athi, and had come from India specially
only for this occasion.

The ‘Cutcheri’ was well structured and
presented in two sessions. The first ses-
sion contained two lively ‘Tanis’ — percus-
sion ensemble — with Mridangam, Ghatam
and Morsing and all the artistes played
wonderfuily. Kothandapani provided neat
accompaniment on Violin throughout the
concert. Piranavan seems to possess a
natural flair for mridangam and has a good
sense of appreciation of music. His solo
during the ‘thani’ contained very interest-
ing patterns including good weaving of
‘chatusra’ and ‘trisra’ nadais. In both the
‘thani’ mention should be made of the
novel ‘kuraippu’ before the final ‘mohara’
and ‘mukthayam’. Guru Kirupakaran has
made great efforts with his brilliant
teaching and credit goes to Piranavan for
his faithful execution. Prakash rolls his
fingers effortlessly on the ghatam and
Sithamparanathan produces good sound
on the ‘morsing’ with which he seems to
carry along his audience. Arrthy Sivaku-
mar who had her vocal arangetram recent-
ly played the Thambura.

Piranavan apart from the ‘thanis’, also
provided good accompaniment to Rajku-
mar Bharathi. All the artistes received
tremendous encouragement from the
vocalist and it was rapturous for the audi-
ence.

Rajkumar sang two detailed alapanas of
Thodi and Kalyani. Papanasam Sivan’s
‘Thanigai Valar' and Thiagarajah’s ‘Eta
Vunara’ with niraval and saram were ren-

dered with telling effect. His rendering of
‘Chinnanchiru Kiliye' was soulful with scin-
tillating tune in three ragas ~ Mohanakaly-
ani, Sivaranjani and Kanada. The concert
ended with a lilting ‘Thillana’ in ‘Tilang’.

The Chief Guests were Mr. Toby Jessel,
M.P., for Twickenham, Chairman Indo-
British Parliamentary Group and Mrs. Jes-
sel. The Guests of Honour were Smt
Saraswathy Packiyarajah and Dr. & Mrs.
Niththyananthan. Compering was excel-
lently done by two of Piranavan’s cousins
Gajan Sritharan and Ananthhi Nitkunan.
Piranavan'’s little sister Yalini delivered the
vote of thanks.

Overall it was a very delectable Aranget-
ram. Well done Piranavan.

First Sri Lankan Appointed

iRl
Mr. T. Kandasamy of South Australia has
been appointed a Civil Marriage Celebrant
for the whole of Australia. He is the first Sri
Lankan to be appointed in Australia. He is
also the first Sri Lankan to be appointed a
Justice of Peace in South Australia. .

He has successtully completed a course
in Criminology and is following courts
procedures in Magistrates Courts before
being called to the Bench.

For Sale
Land in Mabole. Wattala, Sri Lanka,
22.4 perches with old house adjoining
main Colombo - Negombo Road in
Industrial Area. Rs. 100,000 per perch
O.N.O. E 76 c/o Tamil Times.

Vazhuvoor Style
Bharatha Natyam Classes
By Mrs. Nandini Suthahar daughter
and pupil of well known teacher,
Kalabooshanam Mrs. Thiripurasun-
dari Yoganantham. For particulars
please contact: ‘Kalaimanram’,
139 Lynton Road, Rayners Lane,
Harrow, Middx. HA2 9NH.
Tel: 0181 422 7031.
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J. KULENDRAN SKY WINGS LTD |

Beddington Insurance

Services (Wimbledon) Ltd TRAVEL AGENTS /
157A Hartfield Road, Wimbled | ' "WE ARE ATOL BONDED .
artfield Road, Wimbledon, , ,
London SW19 3TJ FOR THE PROTECTION OF OUR CLI
Tel: 0181-543 5181 Fax: 0181-543 0728 119 Tooting High street, London SW17 0SY
BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE.
| @ Past oo FULLY BONDED AGENT
MOTOR | © Youngdrivers FOR YOUR FINANCIAL PROTECTION  RUCHUCEATR
— ® Convictions, etc. IMMEDIATE CONFIRMATION
AND ISSUE OF TICKETS _
R @ Contents and Buildings %
HOUSEHOLD ® Comr.nercial and Domestic MAIN AGENT FOR
Fundng AL ANIKA

: = @ Business Insurance '
COM"ERC‘N. ® Liability @ ROYAL_JORDANIAN 9 WA

@ Indemnity, etc.

(all: Bata. Shankar or Dack

Instant Cover For Motor Vehicles
Payment by Instaiments Available

0181-682 4747 (3Lines)
Mobile: 0850 876921

73782 Fax; 0181-672 0951
Open 7 days a week from 0930 till 2130hrs
SWEOL g

‘o, TRANSCONTINENTAL "

%Y SHIPPING & TRAVEL LTD e

Brotmsudsi 00D CUIEEAHE! SNEHAIBIGEREE HIIDWIGT, pHAGDEWITS GFsma.

* Qamuse yfiusrd BG5S o srars Coemau. (16 Sermiser)

* GaullemeoLs Qut i &efedlmBE), (W yerefleumenr geofliuL QUITmETEET 6u6nI.

* g, wHoid 2034y , 403y YU ATEBE ETHEHEHHS aNCaL &L L euTiD.

* ety 2L usE WhHSHTD, WHST UEDSSETT, 2_LIGTETTRISET.

* sevsmeu WHHT, Gefli grgsmiGUly GUTSTD aSL_(Hliumeusment LflswT &y 2 UBTETEISEHGE aflefuéE.
» 1561 GUIGAIE@HH® BRMHWI sl alpbin peisy SN ety ueHmar el IuGRG P

® > cusermafiu afomer QLTS CaenaisE aIsEmeT Br(hraseT. @
We Dravide Aiv Fright Services Worlduide

LONDON - MADRAS -
TRICHY-TRIVANDRAM - #&s-as KUALALUMPUR SINGAPORE

AIRLANKA, AIR INDIA, GULF AIR AIRLANKA, MALAYSIAN AIR KUWAIT AIR, AIRLANKA
ittt ng_r'ruGasrrsirm(BmsuirrL;mmr'reas'rr: Harry Mahendran Asoka Fernando or Nagabalan(Nags)

Fully Computerised Guaranteed Quotes and ! ' Tel: 0181-672 9111 (3Lines)

Woodgreen Bussiness Centre, Suite 412, Ashley House, SESEN

235 High Road, Woodgreen, London N22 4HF DAYS

INCLUDING
0181-889 8486 MOBILE: 0956 524500 FAX: 0181-889 2676 SUNDAYS
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@ he One & Only Hamil Heweller in Jondon

& VISIT US NOW FOR LATEST 22CT. GOLD JEWELLERIES.
& WIDE RANGE OF STOCKS ALWAYS AVAILABLE.

Thali Kodi, Necklace sets, Pathakkams,
Various types of Ear Studs, Jimmikkies,
Panchayuthams, Chains, Bangles Etc. Etc...

WE PERFORM THALI POOJA AS WELL.

230 UPPER TOOTING ROAD,
TOOTING, LONDON SW17 7EW

WE ARE AT YOUR SERVICE FEH—'S @ﬂ ﬂ ':7@7
FAY: 0181-767 8758

VLYY SHY /l////}/,”’/”/////” /;1/ //”//// 7z / 7z ////// iR ////// YA / 7 % /1////”/’;

o R AR
it ///////// //////////%////////?/ //,////////,//;// ik

W TDUKE'S COURT TRAVE

MAIN AGENT FOR COLOMBO
On

AIRLANKAD>-

A taste of Paradise

BRITISH AIRWAYS
™

'FARES FROM
Solowso  ‘oamicr. - £416.00

Tuesday & Saturday Wednesday & Sunday

HEATHROW- COLOMBO-
COLOMBO HEATHROW

Tuesday & Thursday Tuesday & Thursday

Saturday & Sunday Saturday & Sunday

. . We also offer
Stopover in Dubai & return from Madras O FARES ON OTHER AIRLINES TO COLOMBO
possible (Details on request)

©10% TRAVEL INSURANCE DISCOUNT FAMILY FARES - 40kg BAGGAGE
O LOCAL TOURS / HOTEL BOOKINGS / AIRPORT TRANSFERS

N age OCOLOMBO TO LONDON FARES AVAILABLE \
&l'llllll"l OCHILDREN'S DISCOUNT 2-11 YEARS l\l'lllll.el.
L 3
special

o L ]
Depart July S HIL RN J §3188 & \

YITNN (L eRomcrion. imsint onrRmmon o Ticker || | £490.00 -

Gu;lr?aigje’?xare CALL US NOW! !! : -RETURN-

Guaranteed fare

== i 0181 748 3535 | =~

FOR EMERGENCY TRAVEL DURING WEEKENDS CALL 0468 690 418

dissapointment




SHIPPING - AIR FREIGHT — TRAVEL

UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE — PERSONAL EFFECTS, HOUSEHOLD GOODS
VEHICLES, MACHINERY ETC.

7o COLOMBO AND OTHER WORLD WIDE DESTINATIONS
MAIN AGENT FOR AIRLANKA

Passenger Tickets and Unaccompanied Baggage %7
Please Contact Us For Various Discounted Fares

To Colombo And Other World Wide
Destinations

GLEN CARRIERS LIMITED

14 Allied Way, off Warple Way, Acton, London W3 0RQ
Telephone: 0181 740 8379/0181 749 0595

Fax: 0181 740 4229

BONDED WAREHOUSE
Laksiriseva, 253/3 Avissawella Road, Colombo 14 Tel: 575576

Start a pension with Abbey Life
and receive a special bonus I

Abbey Life's pension plans have proven invastment
performance and competitive charges. . .

™ TRICO |
%‘: INTERNATIONAL
Start a pension now and we will add a bonus equal 1o ]

_ _ SHIPPING LTD
the first three gross monthly contribulions to your plan.
Comact me now, without obligation, for full details of TRICO SHIPPING SCHEDULE

the bonus offer and Abbey Life's pensien plans on Y. GO0DS MUST BE AT DUR WAREHOUSH 5 WORKKG DRvS EEFORE DEPARTURE
f0181) 402 1100 Vessel Name Closing Date  Sailing  Arrival

sind Al hor DR M Hanjin Felixstowe 200487 25.0487 11.05.97
& e - i 1X. T, . =
Representative Execulive Associale Hanjin Keelung ~ 04.05.87  09.05.97 25.0597

Hurry — special incentive ends in June 1997 I Hanjin Kachsiung ~ 18.05.97 23.05.57 08.06.87

fi AbbeyLife ey it 3, 24

Trico Shipping - GBS Lansgowne Av., Unit 8, 24-26 Camic..
Abbey Life Assurance Company Limited ?5:'&211131-“;55 II:II.'I:IH 9, T#m'a";'u
Bromiley Branch Tel: 416 535 0098 Tel. 631 3388 5478
Imper!af House 21-25 North Street Our modern warehouse and offices are undar one roof wilh ampla

Bromley Kent BR1 150D car parking facilities where our customers have the exlsa benefit of
I packing their goods themselves with our assistance,

Abbay Lite is @ member af ina AS1and regulaled by e Perpanial nvastmem! dutharily
BEPETIT 1/9E) We offer a Inendly and prolessional service al competitive rales.

Cnco your goods ame in our hands, we guaranies a sate and

For full information an the pensions bonus, please refurn (0 etficiant delivery to your destination. We also ofler FREE STORAGE

Daryk W Gull, Abbey Life Assurance Company Linvted = to our customars for a period of ONE MONTH in our bonded

Bromiey Granch. Imperial House, 21-25 North Slreet Bromisy [ warahouse in Colombo,

ﬁ:?r:nfm 150 (| FHE LEADING SRI LANKAN SHIPPING AND FR ENGHT

’ - FORWARDING COMPANY IN THE UK

Address | Trico International Shipping Ltd

X I Unit 4,Building 'C'The Business Centre at Wood Green,
I . Evening:
— == .= ——

Clarendon Rd,London N22 GX.J
Tel: 0181-888 8787 Fax; 0181 889 5445
S — — - — ——
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