www.tamilarangam.net

Tamil

TIMES

ol VIl Mo.i2 ISSN 0266-4488 15 NOVEMBER 1989

75p

* Rohana Wijeweera & Top JVP
Leaders Killed After Capture

* A Time For Challenge
and Re-Evaluation

* Seven Days in Jaffna
* Opposition Pulls Out of APC

* Sri Lanka’s Rs.9 Billion
Damage by Violence

* Minister’s Bodyguards
on Murder Charge

* ‘India Forming Army of Cronies’

* Wealthy Tamils Abducted

ohana Wisweera
addressing an elechion rally in 1982

S00H CxAl SLAIEIF &ieUFH6IT



2 TAMIL TIMES 15 NOVEMBER 1989

CONTENTS CONTENTS
Wijeweera & JVP leaders Killed. . . . ... 3 Seven Days inJaffna.............. 11
A Stalemate................. e 5 ISSN 0266-4488 LTTE Keeps Out of Peace Cttee. . . . .. 15
] ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
A Time of Challenge & Re-Evaluation . . 9 UK/India/Sri Lanka. . . £10/US$20 News Round Up.................. 17

All other countries. . . £15/US$30

Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily Published by ) The publishérs assume no responsibility for return of
those of the editor or the publishers. TAMIL TIMES LTD unsolicited manuscripts, photographs and artwork.
P.O. BOX 121

SUTTON, SURREY SM1 3 TD
UNITED KINGDOM

THE LESSON THAT SHOULD NOT BE LOST

Compared to the death toll, sometimes reaching as many
as over one hundred a day, resulting from the unpre-
cedented savage and brutal carnival of violence and
counter-violence in south Sri Lanka, the number of
deliberate politically motivated killings in the Tamil domin-
ated North-East may be said to be low, but it nevertheless
remains unacceptably high and unnecessary particularly
since the cessation of ‘offensive operations’ by the IPKF.
The IPKF has already pulled out of the eastern Amparai
district and is expected to withdraw from Batticaloa
shortly. The continuing deaths, disappearances and
kidnapping are the direct outcome of the continuing
fratricidal armed conflicts between Tamil militant groups
and their actions.

With the projected departure of the IPKF by the end of
December, the prospects for the people of the North-East
are ominously flashing dangerously red. If what happened
in the Amparai district on 5 November when the LTTE
mounted attacks on the camps of its rivals — EPRLF,
TELO and ENDLF - and the number of people killed in
that encounter is anything to go by, the bloodletting that
most people are predicting is expected to take horrendous
proportions. The contending groups are making feverish
preparations for what appears to be a certain suicidal war.
In the end one group or the other may emerge ‘victorious’,
but at what cost, for what purpose and for whose benefit?

In this situation of impending tragedy, certain public
statements recently made by important spokesmen for the
LTTE and EPRLF give hope for some optimism.

Mr. Anton Balasingham, the accredited spokesman for
the LTTE, has stated that the LTTE was prepared to
participate in fresh provincial council elections after the
present provincial administration was dissolved. He
asserted that the Tigers were prepared to accept the
result of free provincial elections and added, ‘If we are
elected, we are prepared to embrace the Eelam People’s
Revolutionary Front (EPRLF). If we lose and they win, we
are prepared to cooperate with them ... Create the
provincial police force. We are prepared to enter the
police system. Let other groups also come . . . The Tigers
are now committed to peace and a political solution.
That's why we are willing to walk down a street, as
policemen, rubbing shoulders with our rivals’.

The Chief Minister of the North-East Provincial Council,
Mr. A. Varatharaja Perumal of the EPRLF is reported to
have said that ‘any differences between the LTTE and the
EPRLF could be resolved through negotiation and dia-
logue. This is not a hero’s cinema for others to see the

blood of the Tamil people. The Tamil people have suffered

enough. We need not fight among ourselves. If the LTTE
agreed to come into the democratic process we are
prepared for fresh elections. | am prepared to negotiate
with the LTTE and if we have any differences we can
settle them by dialogue’.

What these statements convey is that there is a
convergence of views between these groups as to what
should happen. If these gentlemen and their organisations
are genuine in what they have stated publicly, they should
take concrete steps to translate their words into actual
deeds. As a first step, the EPRLF -and its allies should

forthwith cease conscripting young Tamils into the so-
called Tamil National Army. The very method of forcible
recruitment to it is most reprehensible and the move has
made them more unpopular than they ever were. Whatev-
er the motivations may have been for the formation of the
TNA, the fact is that, besides pushing additional sections
of Tamil society into the process of further militarisation
and acclimatisation to gun-culture, the LTTE considers it
as a force that is being mobilised to fight it and therefore
has reacted accordingly. If the EPRLF and its allies are
serious about their protestations of peace in our time with
the LTTE, then they must abandon this self-defeating
counter-productive exercise and begin making serious
efforts to establish .contact with the LTTE leadership, if
need be through intermediaries.

In simultaneous reciprocity, in the spirit of what Mr.
Balasingham has publicly stated, the LTTE leadership
ought to take concrete steps to offer real reassurance to
other Tamil groups, particularly to the EPRLF and its
allies, who genuinely fear that they will become targets for
physical elimination once the IPKF leaves. The LTTE has
repeatedly asserted that it has the support of the vast

majority of the Tamil people, and if this is the case the
LTTE leadership should have no difficulty in openly
recognising the right of other groups to exist, function and
participate in political activities concerning the Tamil
people. A categorical assurance on this question from the
LTTE ought to remove any obstacles that may exist in the
path of dialogue and negotiation among Tamil groups.

Whatever gains have been achieved so far by the Tamil
people, they are the product of enormous sacrifices made
by the entire community. They have been extracted from
an unwilling and unyielding government in Colombo which
was determined to suppress the struggle for the restora-
tion of Tamil rights militarily. In the process of this
struggle, several thousands have lost their lives. an
estimated 250,000 Tami!- left the land of their birth in
search of refuge and security. The exodus is still
continuing. The destruction and devastation in the Tamil
areas are incalculable.

It should not be forgotten that neither the forces of the
Sinhala chauvinist ideology have been irreversibly defe-
ated nor have the institutions it created during the last four
decades to maintain its domination been fotally disman-
tled. An attempt to reassert its domination will certainly be
made by seeking ways and means to deprive the Tamil
people of the gains they have so far made. And the sure
way of doing this is the age-old method that every cunning
ruler or government has employed — divide and rule. The
Colombo government in its present predicament may
pose as a friend of one group chosen for the time being
and even supply arms and provide safe sanctuaries to
mount attacks upon its rivals. But once the rivals are
eliminated, it will lose no time in seeking to destroy its
chosen group. The lesson from what happened to Rohana
Wijeweera and the rest of the JVP leadership this month
even as President Premadasa was preaching his much
publicised philosophy of ‘consultation, compromise and
consensus’ should not be lost on the leaderships of Tamil
groups.
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COLOMBO NEWSLETTER

-by Chithra

15.11.89 — Many top leaders of the
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP-
Peoples Liberation Front) including its
founder-leader Rohana Wijeweera and
General Secretary Upatissa Gama-
nayake have been killed by the secur-
ity forces. What has astonished many
are the bizarre official accounts of the
circumstances in which they were re-
ported to have been killed. Bluntly the
JVP leaders had been captured alive,
shot dead and their bodies cremated
immediately thereafter by the security
forces ‘under conditions of maximum
security’.

The 47 year-old Rohana Wijeweera
and other leaders of the JVP went
underground following the proscrip-
tion of the party in the wake of the
July 1983 anti-Tamil pogrom. Even
though the ban on the JVP was lifted
one-and-a-half years ago, the JVP
leaders continued to remain under-
ground having commenced a violent
anti-government campaign.

According to reliable sources, the
breakthrough for the security forces
came with the arrest some days ago of
a politburo member of the JVP, D.M.
Ananda, who had succumbed to the
‘treatment’ given to him and led the
security forces to the hideouts of many
of the JVP leaders. On 12 November,
he led them to a bungalow on a tea
estate in the Ulapone area in the
central hill district of Gampola. At the
bungalow, the security forces found
the elusive Wijeweera, his wife and
five children.

According to JVP sources, the infor-
mant D.M. Ananda was shot dead by
security forces personnel soon after
Wijeweera was captured.

At a press conference given on 13
November in Colombo, the State
Minister for Defence, Ranjan Wi-
jeratne, read out a letter from the
Commander of Army, General Hamil-
ton Wanasinghe, which stated that
Wijeweera was taken to Colombo
where he had broken down and wept
during interrogation and made a long
statement. The JVP leader also had
volunteered’ to make a public appeal
to the nation’s youth which was
videotaped by the army. He also had
‘voluntarily offered’ to lead a combined
police and army team to the JVP’s
headquarters in a suburb of Colombo.
When Wijeweera and the team of
security officers reached the JVP head-
quarters, the JVP leader apparently
asked H.B. Herath, another deputy
leader of the organisation to hand over
all the documents and other articles
the security officers asked for. After
handing over some documents and
while pretending to search for more,
Herath had presumably pulled out a
gun and fired at Wijeweera. The secur-

Rohana Wijeweera & Top JVP
Leaders Killed After Capture

ity personnel had ‘reacted immediately
and opened fire. In the course of this
firing, Mr. Wijeweera and Mr. Herath
received injuries to which they suc-
cumbed. Acting under emergency reg-
ulations, the officers took all steps
necessary to cremate the bodies under
conditions of maximum security’, the
Army Commander’s letter stated.

Ranjan Wijeratne also told the press-
men that Mrs. Wijeweera and her five
children were in ‘protective custody’.

There is widespread scepticism as to
the veracity of the official account of
the circumstances of Wijeweera’s
death. JVP sources claim that its lead-
er was summarily executed after the
security forces had obtained all the
information they wanted in the form of
a statement and having videotaped an
‘appeal to the youth to give up violence’
by him.

JVP General Secretary Upatissa
Gamanayake and six other top leaders
of the JVP were apprehended in the
central Kandy district on 13 Novem-
ber, within 12 hours of the JVP lead-
er’s arrest and execution. It is believed
that Gamanayake and the others were
traced on the basis of information
given by Wijeweera himself. As in the
case of Wijeweera, Gamanayake and
his comrades were taken to Colombo,
summarily executed after obtaining all
the information the security forces
wanted and then their bodies cre-
mated. The government’s version that
Gamanayake and his colleagues were
shot dead on the night of 13 November
as they tried to escape from military
custody has been received with total
disbelief.

The JVP has been engaged in a
violent anti-government campaign
during the last two years. With a
strange mixture of strong marxist rhe-
toric and Sinhala nationalistic slogans,
the JVP’s campaign demands have
included the throwing out of the Indian
Peace Keeping Force, abrogation of the
Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement of July
1987, the abolition of the Provincial
Council system introduced mainly to
meet Tamil demands for autonomy,
resignation of the President and the
government, and the disbandment of
paramilitary security forces. The JVP
characterised the government and
some opposition parties as tools of
‘Indian imperialism’ backed by ‘Tamil
separatist terrorist fifth column’, a
description it assigned to the Tamil
militant groups. The main weapon
used by the JVP in this campaign has
been politically motivated assassina-
tions not only directed against ruling
party politicians and security service
personnel, but also against those be-
longing to other opposition parties
which disagreed with the JVP. Many

leading and not so leading members of
the SLMP, SLFP, CP, LSSP, NSSP,
and former members of the JVP fell
victims of these assassinations, among
whom the most notable was Vijaya
Kumaranatunga, the charismatic
leader of the SLMP. It also targetted
certain longstanding human rights
organisations characterising them as
‘anti-national’.

By the use of sheer force and threats
of death, the JVP was able to paralyse
vast sectors of industrial, transport,
commercial, banking and administra-
tive activities not excluding hospital
services. Any one who disobeyed JVP
dictates was dealt with summarily by
its armed wing, the DJV. Hundreds of
lowly placed state employees like Gra-
ma Sevakas and Sub-post masters and
as many as 220 transport workers paid
the price with their lives. The island’s
hospitals remained closed for over two
weeks when the JVP ordered medical
staff including doctors out of the hos-
pitals and dozens of patients died dur-
ing this period for lack of medical
attention. The universities in the south
of the island have remained shut for
the last two years and two Vice-
Chancellors have been murdered.

Equally violent and brutal was the
response from the government and the
security forces. Thousands of youth, on
the mere suspicion of having JVP
sympathies, were detained and sub-
jected to the worst forms of torture. In
apparent retaliation to JVP’s actions,
scores of suspected ‘subversives’ were
killed as a matter of routine every day.
Death squads associated with govern-
ment party politicians and the security
forces accounted for a considerable
number of these killings. Even civil
rights lawyers who took up cases on
behalf of those alleged to be connected
with the JVP were killed.

In spite of the extravagent counter-
measures adopted by the government,
the JVP’S campaign of assassinations,
enforced strikes and economic sabot-
age was becoming more and more
difficult for the government to subdue.

But in August this year the JVP
made what has now proved to be its
ultimate blunder. Driven by adventur-
ism or afflicted by a supreme faith of
its own invincibility or both, the JVP
ordered the members of the security
forces to throw away their uniforms
and desert their posts as from the 18th
of that month. The sanction for not
obeying the JVP dictat was declared to
be that all members of the families of
security service would face death.
Hitherto, the armed and police forces
were engaged in a half-hearted and
reluctant fight against an anti-
government campaign and in the pro-
cess were losing men. But now the JVP
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Tigers‘ attack rival 6amps

Chris Nuttall in Colombo

The opening shot of what is expected to
be a new war in Sri Lanka’s north and
east were fired yesterday, as the Tamil
Tiger separatist guerrillas attacked
camps of the nascent Tamil National
Army (TNA). ‘

At least 74 people were reported
killed in clashes in the eastern district
of Amparai between the rival militant
groups. The Sri Lankan army was sent

in to end more than 12 hours of

fighting.

Soldiers of the Indian Peace Keeping
Force were completely withdrawn from
Amparai on October 24. The Tigers
had been fighting the Indian army for
nearly two years and were expected to
turn on groups which had collaborated
with India during its occupation.

The Tigers’ attack on two camps of
the TNA, near the coastal town of
Akkaraipattu, was the worst incident
of violence since a ceasefire came into
operation between the Indian army
and the militants more than six weeks
ago.

The TNA comprises Indian-backed
groups who feel threatened by the
Tigers. It has forcibly conscripted
thousands of youths, who have been
armed and trained with India’s help.

The morale of these unwilling re-
cruits has always been suspect and
reports said more than 100 had surren-
dered to the Tigers, mostly without a
fight.

More than 50 TNA soldiers were
reported killed when their camps were
attacked and 12 others died in two
Tiger ambushes. The Tigers were said
to have captured arms and ammuni-
tion, while losing half a dozen of their
own men. They used boats to launch
an attack by land and sea and em-
ployed mortars and rocket-propelled
grenades in the assaults.

Five Muslims were killed in com-
munal violence which erupted after
the attacks and a Tamil boy was
reported to have been tied to a Jeep
and dragged along before being
hanged.

The Tigers may have made a milit-
ary error in attacking their enemies at
this time. Amparai was the first dis-
trict to be vacated by the Indian army
under the September agreement with
Sri Lanka to recall Indian troops com-
pletely by the end of the year.

But the prospect of the Tigers li-
quidating India’s allies among the
Tamil militant groups in the north and
east could lead to India slowing its
withdrawal.

Indeed, a complete pullout from the
north and east by the end of the year
seems logistically impossible. More
than 35,000 troops are still in the
country and the withdrawal rate has
been 5,000 a month.

As they launched their eastern
attack yesterday, the Tigers accused
India of despatching 2,000 fresh troops
into the northern Jaffna peninsula.
The Tigers added that continued forced
conscription of youths for the TNA had
compelled them to reconsider their
decision to observe the ceasefire de-
clared on September 20.

(Courtesy, The Guardian, 6.11.89)

Continued From Page 3

had thrown down the gauntlet and the
security forces were forced to pick it up
to defend themselves as an institution
apart from the government or its in-
terests. No longer was it a case of only
protecting the President, his cabinet
and his government.

Even as President Premadasa was
appealing to the JVP leaders to come
forward for negotiations, the security
forces launched an unrestrained pri-
vate war against the JVP — a war to
protect themselves and their family
members. For every member of the
family of a soldier or policeman killed
by the JVP, 14 JVPers and their
families would be killed, a poster put
up everywhere by the security forces
promised. And .the promise was kept
with a vengeance. Bullet riddled and
burning bodies of suspected ‘subver-
sives’ and their family members lying
on roadsides and bodies floating in
rivers became a familiar sight every
day. Since August, it is estimated that
the security forces and the JVP have

caused the death of as many as seven .

thousand persons and the daily body
count was rising sharply at the time
JVP leaders were captured and ex-

ecuted.
With most of the top leaders of the

JVP having been massacred, there is
no doubt that the security forces have
gained the upper hand. Although it is
reported that, in the way they have
been operating during the last three
months, the security forces have been
acting almost independently of Pres-
idential control or approval, the de-
capitation of the JVP leadership may
eventually lead to a consolidation of
Premadasa in his hitherto shaky pres-
idential seat.

DEAD BODIES
'BLOCK TRAFFIC |

The bodies of 11 young men shot dead
by suspected vigilante groups blocked
traffic in central Sri Lanka on Monday
in the latest wave of killings that have
claimed at least 29 lives in past 24
hours, military sources and residents
said.

They said the bodies were spread
across a main road nine km (six miles)
west of Kandy in the central hill
province.

“Vehicles could not move for a few
minutes, delaying schoolchildren and
office workers,’ a Kandy resident said
by telephone. The bodies were later
removed by the police.

Two other bodies were found in the
Kandy area. One bore a note written in
blood reading. ‘This is a punishment
for giving information to the police.’

Military sources said the Leftist Peo-
ple‘s Liberation front was active in the
area. They said 15 Buddhist monks,
one of them a university student, were
among 40 youths detained by troops
around Kandy on Monday.

An earlier government statement
said 16 people were killed in the 24-
hour period, including a civilian mili-
tiaman and three of his family in
Ratnapura, 80km (50 Miles) south-
east of Colombo. The attack was
blamed on the front.

The statement said two rebels were
killed in the south by troops who also
recovered weapons, grenades and
police uniforms.

In the north-central town of Anur-
adhapura, a soldier arrested for
allegedly collaborating with the rebels
was shot dead trying to escape, the
statement said.
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A STALEMATE

Although the inclusion of LTTE top
ranker Sathasivam Krishnakumar,
alias ‘Kittu’, in the third round of talks
with the Colombo government last
month fuelled speculation that a broad
framework of agreement between the
two sides would be made public, no-
thing of the sort happened.

The week-long deliberations over,
the LTTE delegates went their own
separate ways. Kittu, to London to be
fitted with an artificial limb. Dr Anton
‘Balasingham and wife Adele, to Lon-
don as well, Lawrence Thilagar to

France and Yogi back to base in the

Mullaitivu jungles.

The Tigers were non-committal on
.their discussions with the Colombo
government, except for the position
they took vis a vis participation in the
Peace Committee agreed under a
second Indo-Lanka agreement signed
on September 18th. To the Tigers the
presence of a Tamil National army in
the region was a serious impediment,
to returning the region to peace and
normalcy. It not only precluded the
Tigers from involving themselves in
any peace negotiations, but also from
committing them to a definite timef-
rame to enter mainstream politics.

The Eelavar Democratic Front
(EDF, the former EROS) opting out of
the Peace Committee, for the same
reason has only widened the rift be-
tween the Tamil groups. Although
today, the Chief Minister of the
EPRLF controlled North-East Provin-
cial Council, Varatharajah Perumal
has categorically denied to the Sri
Lankan authorities the presence of
any para-military force in the region,
not so far back as October fourth he
told pressmen in Colombo ‘call it what
you will, we will have a 30,000 strong
force to meet any threat when the
Indian forces leave the island’s north
and east’. ) .

Chief Minister Perumal’s warning
was no idle threat for no sooner had
the Indian troops vacated eastern
Amparai on October 24th, the ‘north-
east militia’ as self-designated ‘Briga-
dier Khalid’ of the Amparai command
describes it, took over. And soon
enough ran into problems, not only
with the Sri Lankan government and
other Tamil groups, but with other
minority groups in the multi-ethnic
district as well.

Reports of Sinhala villagers being
ordered out of the district by the armed
militia has gained wide publicity in the
local media and called for the dispelling
of the fears and anxieties of all com-
munities through a legitimate law and
order machinery.

Speaking from his newly opened

by Rita Sebastian from Colombo

‘headquarters’ in Kalmunai Brigadier
Khalid, who refused to divulge the
strength of his forces saying ‘remem-
ber you don’t ask a Brigadier that
question’, didn’t deny that his brigade
did not comprise Citizens Volunteer
Force personnel (CVF), armed by Sri
Lanka and trained by Indian soldiers
to fill the security vacuum when the
Indian soldiers leave the north and
east. The north-east militia was a
separate outfit altogether armed with
sophisticated weaponry and ready to
move into any trouble spot in the
region. Since its presence cannot be
wished away by denying it exists, it is
incumbent on both the governments,
India and Sri Lanka, who are Jjointly
overseeing IPKF withdrawal to see
that the security vacuum when the
IPKF leaves is filled by the legitimate
forces designated by the two govern-
ments. CVF strength today is in the
region of four to five thousand person-
nel although the targetted number is
seven thousand. Expected to be de-
ployed along with the Sri Lankan
police, to maintain law and order in the

‘north-east, they were however trained

as a para-military force, their training
involving besides policing, anti-
terrorism training. )

The original intention was to have
the CVF interface with the Sri Lankan
army but when objections were raised
by the police high command, the idea
was abandoned.

State Minister for Defence, Ranjan
Wijeratne has repeatedly pointed out
that CVF deployment is an interim
measure until a provincial police force
can take over. CVF personnel would
then be absorbed into the police force
or they could opt for the army.

Meanwhile as Indian troop with-
drawal gathers momentum and official
figures put the number of troops re-
maining in the country at thirtysix
thousand, there are doubts whether
the December thirtyfirst deadline to
move out every Indian soldier will be
met. ]

There are of course problems of
logistics but there is a general belief
that India will not move out completely
until she is sure that the EPRLF and
its allies are equipped to handle the
situation. :

India quite happily keeps making
periodic announcements that there
have been no major violations of the
September twentieth declared IPKF
ceasefire, discounting of course the
continuing internecine warfare be-
tween the Tamil groups, that has
claimed civilian lives, those of Indian
soldiers notwithstanding.

A curious, but not unexpected phe-

nomenon, is that India has not aban-
doned its options where the LTTE is
concerned. Under-cover negotiations
have been continuing in spite of the
armed confrontation between Indian
forces and the Tigers. What Indian
officials are quick to point out is that it
is Indian interests that come first, and
in that scenario nothing must be ruled
out.

The Tigers too have always main-
tained that their doors to India remain
open, and they would like to have
Delhi recognise their place in the
north-east region. Having discussions
with the Colombo government and
talking peace has not meant that the
Tigers have called a halt to military
activity.

In their camps and hideouts the
Tigers continue with training their
cadres and as Kittu said in an informal
discussion in Colombo last month the
young men are being trained in adv-
anced technology as well.

From manufacturing improvised
mines and grenades they have now
graduated, he says, to the manufac-
ture of more powerful mines. ‘Johnny
mines’ named after their comrade
Jdohnny, an emissary flown into Vavu-
niya by the IPKF last year to meet

.with LTTE leader Prabhakaran and

later killed by them. And ‘Arul gre-
nades’ named after one of their men -
killed last year, by Indian forces. They
are rifle grenades that can be fired
from a distance of three hundred
yards. ‘How else do you think we could
have taken on the fourth largest army
in the world’ asks Kittu. )
In the changing scenario of the’
north-east, nobody can predict the
next act in the bloody drama, but given
the bitter rivalry between the EPRLF
and the LTTE, the fear is that an all
out war between the two groups is not
unlikely once the Indians leave.

And as an Indian army top brass put
it, if the Sri Lankan government
cheats on its committment to the
North-East Provincial Council there is
the real possibility of the EPRLF de-
claring UDL Not even being left with
some of the military hardware by the
departing Indian soldiers can secure it
for them unless they have the support
of India.

On the other hand what is the Tiger
strategy? They have not announced
that they are dropping the demand for
Eelam. LTTE theoretician Dr. Anton
Balasingham made it known during
the third round of talks, that if the
North-East Council is dissolved and
fresh elections are held and they take
control, they will treat the North-East
Provincial Council merely as an admi-
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nistrative structure and then ask the
people what they want.

Supporters of the EPRLF in the

south point to EPRLF’s commitment to
the unitary concept of the constitution
where the Tigers choosing to remain
gilent on the Eelam demand have
made the south wary of their real
intentions. :

The north-east conflict cannot be
seen only from the perspective of the
Tamil question. It has to be seen in the
wider context of the country embroiled
in violence and the demand by opposi-
tion political parties for the re-
structuring of the political system.

The All-Party conference from which

much was hoped, has fallen apart with

the main opposition Sri Lanka Free- ¥
dom Party and the traditional left ¥

opting out of any further deliberations.

A number of measures taken by
President Premadasa like allowing the
International Committee of the Red
Cross into the island, the appointing of
a youth commission to look into the
causes of youth unrest, appointing a
language commission to implement
language policy and his recent appoint-
ment of a Land Task Force, an attempt
to respond to southern unrest, has
somehow managed for a time at least
to halt the general discontent in the
country.

His land policy has been motivated
by his concern that the existing land
reform legislation implemented during
the SLFP regime of 1972 has led to an
unequitable distribution of land and
unproductive land being available to
the landless poor. Another concern of
the government, is the tendency of
rural youth to move away from agri-
cultural pursuits and seek urban em-
ployment.

Will these moves help solve the
country’s deepening crisis, with infla-
tion expected to rise sharply with the
removal of subsidies on consumer
goods, an assurance given to the World
Bank, and political unrest showing no
signs of being resolved?

INDIA FORMING
‘ARMY OF CRONIES’
Says LTTE

The LTTE has accused the Indian
government of organising ‘an army of
cronies’ with the help of some Tamil
militant groups, and called for the
surrender of ‘recalcitrant organisa-
tions’ if they are only concerned about
their safety’.

The following are extracts from a
press release issued by the LTTE on 2
November:

‘Under the pretext of defending the
Tamil and Muslim people the Indian
government is organising an army of
cronies. A senior member of RAW,
named Chandran is frequenting Trin-
comalee and supervising the military
training.

The young boys and girls kidnapped
by EPRLF, ENDLF, TELO, and
PLOTE are being forcefully trained by
the Indian army. An army of 12,000
strong is being created to serve the
interests of Indian government.

The Tamil people will not be pro-
tected by these undesirable elements,
instead they will use the arms to kill
our innocent people, kidnap our young
girls to be raped by Indian soldjers and
to carry out armed robberies.

In the past, under the pretext of
armed struggle these groups threw our
young boys and girls to the Indian
army. Today for their own self-
preservation they are kidnapping and
forcefully training the youngsters.
When parents enquire about their mis-
sing children they get badly beaten up.

When the Indian forces withdrew
from Amparai these undesirable ele-
ments set up camps where IPKF were
before. Camps have been set up at the
following places:

Tirukovil & Karaitheevu (3rd col-
ony) — TELO
Konavil - ENDLF
Akkaraipattu (Wellington Cinema),
Karaitheevu, Sammanthurai and
Thambiluvil (Mehala Cinema) -
EPRLF

Akkaraipattu (Santha Cinema) -
EROS

These recalcitrant organisations are
creating a force to destroy the Tamil
people and their independence and
claim to be democratic and peace lov-
ing organisations. Rather than risking
the lives of our young men and women
we look forward to our people meeting
these undesirable gangs at the elec-
tions. If they lack the courage to meet
our people at the ballot box and if they
are only concerned about their safety
they can surrender to us and we will
guarantee their safety. Many of the
recruits have already surrendered to
us and we have ensured their safety.

If these Indian quislings create a
force to serve their own self interest
and that of Indian government then
they themselves will be destroyed by
that force.

£ TAMIL
NATIONAL ARMY
© DOES NOT EXIST’

The Chief Minister of the North-East
Provincial Council, Varatharajah
Perumal denied the existence of a
Tamil National Army or any other
army in the North and East.

Addressing a press conference at a
Colombo hotel on 4 November, the
Chief Minister said that the only group
of armed Tamils in the area was the
Citizens’ Volunteer Force comprising
4,000 members.

The CVF is the Provincial Police
Force which comes under the Central
government, he said, adding that the
membership of the force was to be
increased to 7,000 with the approval of
the government.

When it was pointed out that pic-
tures of the Tamil militia had been
published, Perumal said that it was a
case of mistaken identity and that
those pictured would have been body-
guards of Provincial Council members,
or members of the CVF.

Mr. Perumal also alleged that the
LTTE was preparing for war. ‘LTTE is

kidnapping people in Jaffna and de-
manding ransom.

He said that he had asked his mem-
bers not to take any action against the
LTTE in order to enable the Tigers to
enter the democratic process. But he
warned that if the LTTE violated or
disturbed the peace or launched any
attack on the CVF, then the Provincial
Council would have to get involved in
destroying the LTTE.

The Chief Minister however added
that he is ready to have a dialogue
with the LTTE and that if they agreed
to come to the democratic process, he is
willing to have fresh elections. ‘We
want the LTTE to realise the struggle
of the Tamil people and come and join
the democratic process’, he said.

‘I am prepared to negotiate with the
LTTE and if we have differences we
can settle them by dialogue’ he said.

Appealing to the Tigers to lay down
arms, the Chief Minister said that any
differences between the LTTE and the
EPRLF or the Provincial Council could
be resolved through negotiation and
dialogue.

This is not a hero’s cinema for others
to see the blood of the people. The
Tamil people have suffered enough.
We need not fight amongst ourselves’,
Perumal said.

He also revealed that India had
agreed in principle to provide 5,000
automatic weapons on a loan to the
Provincial Council. He said that this
followed his request to the Sri Lanka
government which in turn requested
India.

The Chief Minister added that at the
meeting of the security co-ordinating
group last Friday, a number of major
problems concerning the area had been
solved. He said that he had proposed to
the government that in the future,
recruitments of personnel for the
armed forces should be done on an
ethnic balance. He said that presently
there are 65,000 in the regular and
volunteer forces in the country but
there are only about one per cent
Tamil people included.

If the Chief Minister’s proposal is
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approved 21,500 Tamil speaking per-
sons will be recruited to the armed
forces within the next three years, he
said. He said that he had proposed that
50 per cent of this number be recruited
within the first year and the other 50
per cent in the next two years.

SLFP, LSSP & CP
PULL OUT OF APC

“The main opposition parties, Sri Lanka
Freedom Party, Lanka Sama Samaja
Party and the Communist Party have
.pulled out of the All Party Conference.

¥ On 28 September, the SLFP Execu-
tive Committee adopted a resolution
‘that the party should withdraw from
:the APC and together with other
opposition parties ‘launch a concerted
:agitational campaign against the gov-
ternment to bring to an end the current
‘trend of killings and violence and also
bring down the cost of living’.

The main demand of the opposition
parties has been the abolition of the
Executive Presidency and the forma-
tion of a provisional government which
would hold fresh elections.

The resolution was proposed by Pro-
fessor Vishva Warnapala and seconded
by Mahinda Wijesekera, MP. Addres-
sing the meeting, the SLFP leader
Mrs. S. Bandaranaike said that the

APC had now ‘lost all direction and .

nothing worthwhile was emerging out
of it’. Even while the APC was con-
tinuing, hundreds of killings were tak-
ing place and at the same time prices of
essential goods were skyrocketing
bringing untold suffering and misery
on an already beleaguered people. The
UNP government had totally failed to
restore law and order and several
SLFPers also had been killed under
the guise of crushing subversion, she
added.

. Prof. Warnapala said that a crisis
‘situation had emerged in the sphere of
higher education in the country as a
result of the continued closure of the
universities. To prevent further youth
unrest and frustration, and also to
overcome an imminent dearth of intel-
lectuals, the government should initi-
ate immediate steps to re-open the
universities.

IPKF TO MOVE OUT
OF BATTICALOA

The Indian Peace Keeping Force which
completed its ‘deinduction’ of troops
from the Amparai district in the east
on October 24 will next withdraw from
the Batticaloa district, according to the
Indian High Commission in Colombo.

Although relevant ‘readjustments
and preparations’ were underway for
the IPKF withdrawal from Batticaloa,
no time frame had been set, according
to Mr. M.P. Singh, the First Secretary
of the Indian High Commission.

The Security Co-ordination Group “*"rising cost of commodity items affect-

comprising the State Minister for De-
fence Ranjan Wijeratne, Chief Minis-
ter of N-E Provincial Council
Varatharaja Perumal and Senior Offic-
ers of the IPKF and Sri Lankan Army
who met on 1 November discussed the
post-withdrawal law and order
arrangements for the Batticaloa dis-
trict.

When the IPKF pulled out of the
Amparai district, it was expected that
two thousand personnel of the Sri
Lankan police force would take charge
of the law and order situation there.
However, it was noted that quite a
large number of armed Tamil youth
comprising the North-Eastern

Citizens’ Volunteer Force had taken up -

positions in Amparai in an apparent
attempt to fill the vacuum created by
the IPKF pullout.

‘ELECTIONS & TALKS
OF PEACE’ AFTER
IPKF LEAVES

— Balasingham

‘We cannot discuss peace with Indi-
ans around. After they go and after
Indian-sponsored paramilitary units
are disbanded, we must hold elections
and then talk of peace’, LTTE’s accre-
dited spokesman Anton Balasingham
stated in Colombo as reported in THE
SUNDAY TIMES (29.10.89).

Reiterating the LTTE’s demand that
the IPKF must leave before any poli-
tical settlement could be achieved, Mr.
A. Balasingham stated that the LTTE
was prepared to contest provincial
council elections. Calling for the dis-
solution of the North-East Provincial
Council, he said ‘the EPRLF was
elected last November in a fraudulent
poll backed by the Indians’.

The Tigers were also prepared to
accept the results of free provincial
elections. ‘If we are elected, we are
prepared to embrace the Eelam Peo-
ple’s Revolutionary Liberation Front
(EPRLF). If we lose and they win, we
are prepared to cooperate with them’.
He added, ‘Create the provincial police

force. We are prepared to enter the’

police system. Let other groups also

~ come. . . .The Tigers are now commit-

ted to peace and a political solution.
That’s why we are willing to walk
down a street, as policemen, rubbing
shoulders with our rivals’,

UNIONS DEMAND
50% WAGE RISE

Twenty nine trade unions affiliated to
the Joint Trade Union Council have in
a memorandum to President R. Pre-
madasa put forward 12 demands for
speedy action in view of the steeply

ing living standards of the masses

. including wage earners.

Among the demands is a salary
increase by 50 per cent subject to a
minimum of Rs.2,500 per month.

The other demands are:

* Reduce prices of medicine and
other essential consumer goods and to
impose a price-control on them.

% Payment of Rs.5/- for each point of
increase in cost of living index to all
wage earners,

* Payment of monthly wage to
estate-workers.

* Abolition of recovery of Income
Tax from the earning of private sector
employees.

* Abolition of increased percentage
of Widow and Orphans Fund from
Public Sector employees without addi-
tional benefits to them.

* Reinstatement of 1980 July strik-
ers without conditions and remove
punishments imposed on those already
reinstated.

* Appointments and promotions
effected without political influence.

* Make all temporary and contract
employees, permanent.

* Remove repressive regulations
which hinder the free functioning of
Trade Unions.

* Remove the State of Emergency,
suppression and terror and ensure
democracy, and

* Stop privatisation of government
departments and other undertakings.

The Affiliated trade union organisa-
tions are:

Ceylon Federation of Trade Unions;
Lanka Nidahas Sevaka Sangamaya,
Ceylon Federation of Labour, United
Federation of Labour, Sri Lanka
Mahajana Trade Union Federation;
Public Service Trade Union Federa-
tion, Government Surveyors Associa-
tion, Central Council of Ceylon Trade
Unions, Samastha Lanka Rajaye Lipi-.
karu Sangamaya, Government United.
Federation of Labour, Sri Lanka
Mahajana Government Trade Union
Federation, Government Workers’
Trade Union Federation, Democratic
Workers’ Congress, Sri Lanka Inde-
pendent Trade Union Federation,
National Union of Workers, Govern-
ment Dental Surgeon’s Association;
Local Government Clerical Union,
Ceylon Plantation Workers Union,

.United Corporation Mercantile Union,

Desha Vimukthi Kamkaru Samithi
Sammelanaya, Ceylon Trade Union
Federation, Central Bank Employees’
Union, Lanka General Service Union,
Sri Lanka Inland Revenue Service
Union, Local Government Clerical Ser-
vice Union, Insurance Workers Union,
Ceylon Teachers’ Union, Ceylon Rail-
way Guards’ Union and, Joint Front of
the Water Supply & Drainage Board
Trade Unions.
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j iranagama

As reported in our last issue, Dr. Rajini
Thiranagama, head of the Anatomy De-
partment of the University of Jaffna was
gunned down by a lone 'unidentified
gunman’ on 21 September in Jaffna.
Reproduced on this page is a statement
made by the University Teachers for
Human Rights.

The UTHR(J) are organising a Rajini
Commemoration event on 21 November
to mark the 60th day of her death. The
event is to take the form of the publication
of a Commemoration Volume, a public
meeting preceded by a peace march,

“at this stage we do not want to ask who did

[ COMMEMORATING RAJINI

seminar and workshops. The UTHR(J)
have invited delegates from other parts of
Sri Lanka and from abroad to participate in
this event. In the letter calling for participa-
tion, the UTHR(J) states, ‘It is widely
known that in the community at large there
are strong feelings against violence and
politics of all sides that continues to trap
very young persons into carrying arms.
But there is fear of expressing such
feelings openly. This led to the idea of
observing the occasion in the manner that
would enable the public to participate . . .
A particular reason for this time being
appropriate for such occasion is that a
ceasefire is being observed, negotiations
are going on and peace is being talked
about. A surge of public expresion from
outside can influence the process. It may
also create space for the emergence of
people’s organisations and healthier poli-
tical alternatives. !

‘Rajini‘s killers remain unidentified and

it. What is certain is that all forces, both
official and unofficial, have used assas-
sination as a political tool. On the positive
side, particularly in Tamil areas, all the
forces do not wish to be seen interna-
tionally as being responsible for inhuman
acts. ‘This gives us hope that frequent
visits and close monitoring by international
human rights organisations will provide a
valuable complement to the work of local
groups, as well as an expression of
solidarity’.

A Time of

Challenge

and Re—evaluation

On 21st September 1989, Dr Rajini
Thiranagama, a live wire and leading
member of the UTHR(Jaffna) was
murdered while returning home, a few
yards from the Faculty of Medicine
where she worked. One may ask, in a
community benumbed by hundreds of
senseless killings and driven to protec-
tive indifference, what is the signifi-
cance of this particular murder? To be
sure, as many speakers have pointed
out at commemoration meetings, the
killing was a dastardy act against a
lone, helpless and unarmed woman,
and a mother of two little girls. Its
phenomenal significance lay in what
the killers were trying to destroy. This
representad a whole spectrum of
values which Rajini upheld both in
practice and precept and deemed both
by her and fellow members of the
‘UTHR as being necessary for the life
and freedom of the community. Her
field of activities included, telling the
truth about the unpleasant side and

hypocrisy of this suicidally-bent com-
munity, the practice of academic free-
dom, telling students that some of
their views were simplistic and nar-
row, and practical involvement in the
concerns of women who had suffered.

The killing was very different from
what one might expect from an undis-
ciplined military force in a state of
anger. It was coldly premeditated and
meticulously planned. Even the detail
of minimum disruption, by scheduling
the killing just after the last viva voce
examinations in anatomy had been
looked into. The murder took place on
the second day of the ceasefire. The
killer had waited at a relatively lonely
spot that she would have to pass while
rushing home from work to care for
her little ones. He had even found the
time, after Rajini had fallen, to park
his bicycle and pump a few more

bullets into her head, before making -

his escape.
Fascist Regimentation

Even Rajini’s death brought out
from the society around many of the
attributes of fascist regimentation —
the antithesis of a freedom struggle —
the very thing Rajini had stood against
throughout her career. On hearing the
assassin’s shots, with the exception of a
few medical students and some ordin-
ary people, the rest ran away or shut
themselves inside their homes. It was
difficult to find a vehicle to transport

her to hospital. Those who volunteered
to look after her children or visited
them the night following the killing
were neither neighbours nor col-
leagues. There was fear of association.
Many close to the family admitted fear
of attending the funeral and the meet-
ings which followed. Far from showing
a sense of solidarity and outrage, the
local medical profession and her facul-
ty colleagues were divided and con-
fused as to how to respond to this
killing. No doubt everyone knew that
it was wrong and totally unjustified,
not least the killers. The latter chose
silence and anonymity. Rajini’s friends
and admirers were many who had
enjoyed her personal care and had
benefited from the many risks she had
personally undertaken. Her enemies
were those who were against what she
stood for, but would not say it openly,
lest they expose before the people their
emptiness, real motivations and inten-
tions. Yet initially at least, the domi-
nant reaction to her killing, as for
other Kkillings, was not anger but a
mixture of sadness and fear. This was
the society, pliable and spiritless, that
her killers were trying to build; and
herein lies the chief significance of the
event.

The future of Education

The UTHR(Jaffna) in its reports
over the last year, concentrated on
exposing the devaluation of human
norms by all armed groups, relying
only on the strength following from
integrity. It also attempted to foster,
from within the community, discussion
of the social dimensions of its drift
towards a fascist order. This was
thought of as a necessary self-purifyng
process. Rajini was amongst those
most conscious of the truism that we
cannot condemn the society as aliens
outside it, but that we must examine
ourselves as part of the problems and
our conduct and attitudes as contribu-
tory to the growth of evils. Thus in
many senses the men who held the
guns were some of the most tragic
victims of this society. Rajini’s anger
was never unmixed with compassion.

It was this realisation that impelled
Rajini and several others to strengthen
their efforts at tackling problems with-
in the university as members of staff
unions, as student counsellors and as
members of Senate and Faculty
Boards. Nearly all those who felt a
need for reform, from professors to
assistant lecturers, became members .
of the UTHR, student counsellors, of
whom Rajini was one, had one of their
busiest times dealing with problems
faced by students in the way of arrest
and security, together with specific
problems of new entrants. Amongst
the most important issues within the
university was the exercise of admin-
strative power in a system where the
hierarchical differences had been
strengthened while channels of
accountability had fallen into disuse.
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An important event in the university
during this period was the setting up of
the co-ordinating Committee of staff,
students, executives and employees
unions, with the Vice Chancellor as
chairman. It has stood up to several
tests in dealing with crises involving
the university.

Many saw this urge. for reform as
crucial for the raising of educational
standards, as well as for the elimina-
tion of violence in the society in
general.

Irreplaceable setback

A crucial element in the mainte-
nance of educational standards is the
return of those who go abroad for
doctoral training. After the July 1983
riots it almost came to be taken for
granted that such persons would not
return. Administrators thought they
would be lucky if only the bond obliga-
tions, which included travel and salary
advances, could be collected. Mean-
while the exodus of trained persons
continued. Rajini’s example is a case in
point. In this country which has five
medical colleges there were four
trained Anatomists (three now) to run
a proper Anatomy course. Each medic-
al college requires a number of Ana-
tomists, Anatomy being the key pre-
clinical subject. Rajini ran the depart-
ment single-handed, making many
sacrifices to uphold standards. If not
for Rajini’s ability as an administrator
in representing the problems of an
assistant lecturer whose research
program suffered because of war diffi-
culties, the university would have lost
an Anatomist who is now under train-
ing in Britain. The training of doctors
in. Jaffna has now suffered an irre-
placeable qualitative setback.

In spite of the disincentives, a num-
ber of trained academics returned in
recent times. They did not come for the
salaries or for the research facilities.
They came because they felt an obliga-
tion to answer the challenge, and be-
cause they felt that the community
had a need of people who would take a
principled stand on issues. They did
not think themselves extraordinary,
but wished to be ordinary working
people and a sobering presence. This is
attested to by the fact that all four
persons, including Rajini, who re-
turned from Britain with doctoral de-
grees from early 1987, have been com-
mitted and active members of the
UTHR. Thus the educational advance-
ment of the Tamils is linked to the
society demonstrating that it values
and has room for commitment of this
kind. :

In Rajini’s own case, she had with
three other academics co-authored
“The Broken Palmyrah‘ in early 1988,
which attempted to examine impartial-
ly the Tamil predicament. It spoke
frankly about the actions of state pow-
ers and militant groups, and their
ideologies. Rajini was conscious of the

risk and had referred to her possible
death a number of times. Personal
Jetters in her possession and letters
written by her, testify to a number of
friends and those of influence putting
pressure on her to remain in Britain
while she was there for a three month
research stint. But, Rajini came back
on 3rd September. Two commitments
uppermost on her mind were the Ana-
tomy viva voce examinations for the
2nd MBBS and the teething problems
of Poorani Illam, a women’s rehabilita-
tion centre she had helped to start. Her
killers were cynical enough to wait for
her to complete her examinations.

A letter addressed to the Vice Chan-
cellor soon after her return from Eng-
land, and read out by him at the first
commemoration meeting on 2nd Octo-
ber, says much about Rajini. In it she
informed the Vice Chancellor of her
research successes and went on to say,
‘There is no life for me apart from my
people. So here | am’. It is this kind of
commitment and integrity that the
killers find most unwelcome. The
Tamil society they have in mind is one
that is spiritless, uncaring, where ev-
ery man fears his neighbour and which
is moreover a cultural, educational and
intellectual desert.

The protest

In every crisis, however numbing
the initial shock, there are mysterious
well-springs from which strength
flows. From grinding fear and feeling
that there was no option but flight, the
move to protest, to express disgust and
to perserve the integrity of Rajini’s
work and memory gained momentum.
Students, staff and members of the
public joined forces to give it strength.
Where men faltered, women and girls
stepped in. The impossible became
possible as fear waned. Students went
about putting up defiant posters all
over Jaffna. Three well attended com-
memoration meetings were held — Uni-
versity of Jaffna (2nd October), Jaffna
College (4th October), Chundikuli
Girls College (6th October). The last
was very encouraging in view of the
feeling and help forthcoming from staff
members and senior girls. On the
morning of 2nd October, the Vice
Chancellor and the Dean of Arts led
the largest demonstration in the his-
tory of the university. Up to almost the
time the demonstration set off, the
general opinion was that it would be
lucky to have two hundred partici-
pants. The eventual figure ran into
thousands. All this took place against a
backdrop of terror and fear of the
unknown.

It is one thing to discover strength
and quite another to deploy it effective-
ly. If a university and its members
forget that it is much more than a
degree-awarding institution, it surely
dies. A university is a place where
people are trained for positions of lead-
ership as citizens of the modern world.

Not only does a university implant in
persons a respect and assertion of
human rights, but it is also part of a
process that helps the community to
enjoy human rights such as obtaining
control over their environment. No-
thing is assured. Whether the uni-
versity or the UTHR will stay alive are
matters that cannot be determined by
our resources alone. We are unsure of
our next step. It is a reality that in a
society where only mad men and gun
men are deemed fit to take risks, the
students who came forward to give the
lead in protest activity are exposed and
live in fear. We need all the help and
understanding that we can get . ..

An appeal

A large number of persons living
both in the South of the country and
abroad, have over the years shown
a sincere concern for the Tamil
problem. But it is not widely recog-
nisd that it has moved far from the
simple ethnic problem that it was
seen to be in 1983. It is now one
where for the short term at least,
the internal dimensions have by far
overshadowed the external. We
appeal to all, particularly the
Tamils abroad, to be sensitive to
this new reality that faces us, and
not to jeopardise those tendencies
that work for greater accountabil-
ity from within. What faces us now
is a battle for basic humanity and
civilised values. Its outcome will
decide whether Rajini and many
others died in vain.

(statement by the University
Teachers for Human Rights (Jaffna),

mid-October, 1989)
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SEVEN DAYS IN JAFFNA

By Professor N. Shanmugaratnam
(Agricultural University of Norway)

I spent seven intense days in Jaffna
from 23 to 30 June 1989. Before that,
my last visit was in April 1982. In the
intervening seven years the North and
East of Sri Lanka have gone through a
brutal civil war and an almost perma-
nent state of internecine armed con-
flicts between rival Tamil militant
groups. I went to Jaffna almost two
years after the ‘Peace Accord’ and the
arrival of the Indian Peace-Keeping
Force (IPKF). The visit was mainly for
professional reasons. I was there on
behalf of a European humanitarian aid
agency to evaluate a rehabilitation
programme supported by it in the
North and East. The target groups of
this programme consisted of the poorer
victims of the civil war. I visited twelve
villages in the North from Kayts to
Kilinochchi and met with more than
600 villagers, of whom about 7 per cent
were women. My professional work
took me to a stratum of Tamil society
that has been most severely hit by the
war before and after the Accord, and to
families that cannot afford the money
to send their children out of the coun-
try as students or ‘political refugees’.
These are the sons and daughters of
the Tamil homeland for whom peace,
freedom and dignity are a life and
death question. In my seven days of
perambulations across and outside the
Jaffna peninsula I did not witness any
bomb blast, ambush or massacre, but I
saw and heard the agonies of the daily,
the hourly struggles of ordinary house-
holds to survive. This subversion of
household economies is a relatively
unknown, undocumented aspect of the
violation of human rights in the cur-
rent situation. In a place where this
has been going on for years, it is not
dramatic any more and does not make
sensational headlines. It is ‘normal’
life. I also met with some old friends
and young activists and analysts who
enlightened me on various aspects of
the present situation. . . .

The Golden Rule

My uncle and aunt received me with
mixed feelings of joy and concern about
my security. A few minutes after I had
got into my sarong and sat down in the
living room, my uncle — a retired public
servant — told me, ‘you must be careful
here. I don’t know what kind of prog-
ramme you have but you must avoeid
politics. This is not the place for a man
of your temperament. You see, you
must not get into polemics with any-
one, those days are over’.

The ‘jungle telecommunication sys-
tem’ is quite efficient in Jaffna. Within
half an hour of my arrival a friend
came to see me. With his usual lively
grin he said, ‘Welcome to Jaffna, but

remember the golden rule here: you
open your mouth for two things only,
to brush your teeth and to eat’. This is
the agony of Jaffna wrapped in a pithy
humour that is characteristic of all
Lankans.

I spent the day visiting friends and
relatives, listening to their outpour-
ings of grief and anger. The days of the
Sinhala army had receded somewhat
to the back of people’s minds. The
post-Accord militarisation has made
them feel that one occupation army
has been replaced by another, and a
more ferocious one at that. A middle-
aged woman told me, ‘We thought the
IPKF would save us from the Sinhala
army and from our own trigger-happy
boys. We don’t see the Sinhalese these
days, but our agonies have more than
doubled. Now we have to be protected
from the fourth largest army in the
world and our own boys — all of whom
are killing Tamils. There is no hope for
us’. ...

Had discussions with three groups of
farmers and rural workers in the
Neervely-Kopay area. Two groups
were entirely women, about a hun-
dred, the other was mixed. Most of
them were recipients of or aspirants for
a soft loan scheme for agriculture and
self-employment supported by the
humanitarian organisation referred to
earlier. Why so many women at these
meetings, I wondered. The question
was answered by one of them: ‘These
days men are exposed to so many
dangers. The IPKF and its local allies
are hunting for Tigers. You don’t have
to be a real Tiger, if they suspect that
you support them or are related to a
Tiger, that is enough. Young boys
especially are not safe. And now, a
worse thing is happening. EPRLF,
TELO and ENDLF are conscripting
boys for military training. They are
taking away our boys by force. How
can young men come out without fear?
Most of the time they are in hiding.
The result is men are unable to play
their usual role in earning the house-
hold’s livelihood. So, we have taken
over their role too. This is what is
happening in all the villages’.

Overworked Women

But there is a limit to what the already
overworked women can do. The con-
sequences of the insecurity of the men
due to the military situation is the
economic and social insecurity of the
household. One of the most shocking
aspects of Tamil society in the midst of
all these hardships is the continuing
discrimination against women in the
labour market. The wage-gap between
males and females is incredible: where-

as a man would earn Rs60 per day, a
woman would earn only Rs25. The
wage difference is maintained even
when women are hired for the so-called
hard tasks which are traditionally
assigned to men. An adult woman and
a child of 14 years are paid the same
wage. . ..

Had an interesting discussion with a
woman involved in a development
programme. According to her, alcohol-
ism, illicit liquor-making and prostitu-
tion were growing in Jaffna. she talked
about the implications of the break-
down of civil society and militarisation
for the women workers in the peninsu-
la. Basic labour regulations are not
observed, and there is no authority to
enforce them. This is one reason why
women’s wages are so low. shop-
owners in Jaffna town have brought
girls from the Eastern Province and
employ them at Rs200-300 per month,
This, she observed, cannot be stopped
as the labour department is not func-
tioning and there is no alternative
authority, nor is it possible to wage
trade union struggles.

She also commented on the problems
of widows and rape victims. There are
thousand of widows and hundreds of
rape victims. The latter’s situation is
made more complex by the attitudes of
‘our own people towards these unfor-
tunate women. We must find ways of
helping them to return to normal life
without moving them out of the com-
munity. They have no reason to feel
guilty of a crime committed on them by
someone else. Our people should be
educated to understand this and their
responsibility in returning these
women to normal life’. Some very poor
young widows have been driven to
prostitution just to survive. . . . -

Manipay is an area of heavy military
presence. The stories people told me
were very similar to those I had heard
from the farmers I met yesterday —
shortages of inputs and price hikes,
crop damage by IPKF, etc. One old
woman, about 70 years of age, stood up
with rage in her eyes and said, ‘Our
men are either dead or in hiding. Qur
boys have to go underground to avoid
conscription, our young girls have to be
kept indoors to protect them from
sexual assault. We, the mothers and
grandmothers, run the farms and the
households most of the time’. . . .

Blessed Are
The Barren

I reached Pandateruppu with a hurt
and disturbed mind. But as I listened
now to a group of about fifteen women
who talked about their daily struggles
and traumas, I felt that what hap-
pened to me was nothing. Humiliation
gave way to humility.

Pandateruppus’s problems were
basically the same as those of the other
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villages, but these women were even
more outspoken about the political
situation. Two of them were particu-
larly articulate and their language
flowed like poetry. I am just not cap-
able of capturing the poetry of their
free-flowing Tamil and putting it into
English. One of them, a mother of a
teenage boy, expressed her anguish in
a language almost biblical. ‘Blessed are
those who are barren’, she said, ‘for to
have a son is to lose him. It was a joy to
see my child grow up. Now, that joy
has turned to grief. I ask God why he
gave me this son. I would have been a
happier woman today, if I did not have
a child at all’. . ..

For the first time in my field visits I
also heard some very frank opinions
about Tamil expatriates. A tenant far-
mer and part-time agricultural labour-
er said, ‘We and our boys have suffered
untold hardships for years, and we
continue to suffer. Those Tamils who
had the means to escape, to run away
to Europe, may be waiting to come
back to rule us when the war is over.
They are the worst kind of Tamils. We
cannot allow them to enjoy the fruits of
our sweat and blood’. . . .

We had been advised to leave Kilinoch-
chi early as the situation was rather
tense. On our way back, somewhere
near Mirusuvil, we saw a group of
colourful Kavadi dancers dancing to a
Sinhala baila tune played on the tradi-
tional Tamil instruments, the nahas-
waram and thavil. They were dancing
their way to a local temple. One thing
that had struck me was the heightened
religiousness of the people. Wherever 1
went, | saw many people praying at
temples. On the way back, at a big
Vishnu temple near Jaffna, I saw a
woman crying and singing a song for
god Krishna. She might well have been
praying for her teenage son to be saved
from conscription. In a land without
freedom religion is indeed the ‘sigh of
the oppressed, the heart of a heart-
less world’. When one cannot open
one’s mouth in public to speak one’s
mind, speaking to god is the safest
outlet. God, at least, is not known to
be an informant! But, ironic as it may
seem, the Indian soldier and the ordin-
ary Tamil worship the same gods in
Jaffna; and in all probability both of
them are praying for the same thing —
personal safety! I saw it at the Nallur
temple.

Taste of
Peacekeeping

On the road from Madduvil to Chunna-
kam I witnessed a horrible scene at
Eevinai. I saw an Indian soldier hitting
a farmer on the head with his rifle butt
just ten metres away from our car. As1
turned away from that gory sight, I
saw on the other side of the road, four
jawans dragging two youths into a

truck at gunpoint. That was a slight

taste of the ‘peace-keeping style’ of the ,

IPKF. I was, of course, convinced even
before 1 saw these scenes that the
IPKF was not professionally equipped
to keep the peace. India did not build
the fourth largest army in the world
with peace-keeping in the region in
mind! And, we are not living in the
days of Dharmasoka or Elara.

It was a day full of political discussions
with friends at the university. I was
told about the arrest and torture of
undergraduates by the IPKF. Many
male and female students from Jaffna
university have been arrested and tor-
tured by the IPKF and its allies. Some
of the accounts of torture were blood
curdling. One brave group has pro-
duced a two-volume documentation of
human rights violations by the IPKF
and Tamil militant groups, including
the LTTE which has shot several peo-
ple on charges of collaboration with the
Indian army and the Provincial Coun-
cil. The volumes bear the pregnant
title The Broken Palmyrah. Palmyrah,
as alluded to before, symbolises the
endurance of the Jaffna people. The
title captures the social dislocations,
the deprivations and the broken
morale of the Jaffna society. ‘Where
have we ended up after so many years
of struggle?, asked a friend. ‘Do you
get any impression of any kind of
liberation, are there any signs that we
have moved forward? In many respects
we are more unfree than before we
started. The way our people welcomed
the IPKF was a show of their despera-
tion. They had virtually lost hope in
the militants who were spending more
of their energies in fighting each other
and, in the process, Killing a lot of
innocent people. People had a feeling
that the ‘boys’ were too divided and
politically too adolescent to deliver
them to the promised land of Eelam. In
a fundmental sense our liberation
struggle has yet to begin’.

: Soil
Without People?

If casteism and the status of women in
today’s Jaffna are any indicators, the
liberation struggle has made hardly
any impact on the social structure and
reactionary values of the Tamil socie-
ty. As we discussed the women’s and
caste questions, I remembered some-
thing I had heard from a woman just
before I got into the car after the
meeting at Pandateruppu. ‘They (the
militants) talk of liberation of our land.
They vow to fight to the last to defend
the Tamil soil. They are heroic, but
what is this soil without us, the
people?

‘We must rediscover our humanity
before we can go further’, said a young
man with glistening eyes. ‘The biggest
casualty of this struggle in the name of
liberation is the most cherished value
of liberty itself’.

A student from the plantation area
up country made an acute observation
about Jaffna society. ‘As individuals,
the people are highly literate and
admirably persevering, but as a com-
munity, they are not progressive; on
the contrary, they are conservative,
reactionary’.

I met a small group of teachers and
students who were interested in dis-
cussing the role of social movements in
the struggle for restoration of civil
society. An interesting point was
raised and discussed at some length.
What represented the state in the
Tamil areas? In the last two years the
Sri Lankan state has not been visible.
Its military apparatus has been with-
drawn and the IPKF has filled that
role. Its bureaucracy has become dys-
functional without any alternative
structures. To the ordinary people
state means authority, and they equ-
ate authority with the IPKF and the
various Tamil militant groups. If the
IPKF left, the Sri Lankan army would
be back, and with that the Sri Lankan
state back too. For those concerned
with restoration of civil society, the
struggle is against militarisation in
general.

Jaffna and the rest of the Tamil
homeland is in the agonising grip of a
new subculture of machine-guns and
bombs, which knows only one way to
deal with dissent. ‘LTTE set the style
of militarism, groups like EPRLF are
trying to imitate that style in their own
ways. It is a never ending cycle of the
brutalisation of our society, as some of
our intellectuals have called it’. The
more militarily strong a group, the
more anti-intellectual it is, the more it
spurns serious political discussion and
debate. Revolution is not a dinner
party, but if the gun, and not politics, is
in command, it is strange to call it a
liberation struggle. The passionate
words of that young man are so signifi-
cant. Yes, we must rediscover our
humanity before we go further. There
is nothing called Tamil soil (it is as
empty as the talk of a Tamil blood).
There is only the oppressed Tamil
nation. AK47s are not enough to free
them. It was a very useful, though in
many ways an unfinished, discourse.

Opportunist
Behaviour

Attended a discussion at the Tamil
Refugee Rehabilitation Organisation
(TRRO) in the morning. The discussion
centred on the loss of human lives,
mostly able-bodied males, and the des-
truction of means of production. So far,
4,000 widows, whose husbands were
killed by the Sri Lankan and Indian
armies and Tamil militant groups,
have appealed to TRRO for relief from
within Jaffna alone. The actual num-
ber of widows in the peninsula is
certainly more than that, and when

the whole of North and East is taken
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into account, the figure may exceed
30,000. An important question was
raised: Are we going to restore the old
social structure in the name of rehabi-
litation or are we going to create new
structures? This is, indeed, a part of
the whole question of what the libera-
tion of the Tamil people means.

Later in the day, I spent a lot of time
reflecting on many things and writing
notes. I recollected something said by a
man the previous day about the social
psychology of people living under con-
ditions of growing brutalisation. It all
began with his comment about the
community’s responses to the murder
of Government Agent Punchalingam.
He was a popular civil servant. It was
also widely known that he had de-
veloped a good working relationship
with the LTTE. When the news of his
death came out, the first reaction of
many people was that the EPRLF
must have been behind it. People were
angered about the murder of ‘a golden
person like the GA’. But when the
LTTE claimed responsibility for the
killing, the same people who had called
Punchalingam ‘a golden person’
changed their tune, and now they
started wondering, ‘Perhaps he did
something wrong’. It was not actually
the murder of ‘a golden person’ they
had been condemning in the first place,
but the murder had provided an excuse
for condemning a particular group.
This ‘opportunist’ behaviour of the
people, according to the man I talked
to, reflected the psychology of survival
under conditions of militarisation.

Those people who changed their
minds did so partly due to fear of and
partly due to their ‘faith’ in the LTTE.
When I asked him to explain ‘faith’, he
said that most people in the North felt
that the LTTE was the most reliable of
all groups as a protector under condi-
tions of armed hostilities. Of course,
this dependency has a complex history.
But at the level of a local community, it
is a question of survival by an un-
armed people in the midst of con-
tinuing militarism. ‘It is the military
capacity and heroism of the guerrillas
against what the people perceive as the
enemy, as the alien, that are critical in
this context, not the politics of any
group’, he said.

) Diploma Disease

When I come home from the field, it is
like coming into another sector of the
Jaffna society. Politics is, of course, a
topic in every home in Jaffna. But its
terrain and nuances change as you
cross class and caste lines. Jaffna is
basically a petty-bourgeois society, or
one may say that it has a broad ‘middle
class’ consisting of several social layers
and status groups. A preoccupation of
this middling world is the social mobil-
ity of the children via education. Pa-
rents and children are engaged in
unending talks about grades at ‘O’

level and ‘A’ level. It is a social stratum
that is deeply afflicted by the ‘diploma
disease’. Private tutories are a thriving
industry in the midst of the inhuman
war. The walls of Jaffna are full of
posters advertising them. The scram-
ble for places in the medical and en-
gineering faculties exceeds all imagin-
able limits. Competition among the
students takes the form of competition
between families who want their chil-
dren to enter the more coveted facul-
ties. Petty jealousies and rivalries are
part and parcel of life. And when a
youth cannot make it to the engineer-
ing or medical faculty, as is the case
with most of them, the parents go all
out to send him or her abroad. These
days, most parents want to send their
children abroad in any case, because
that is a way to save them from joining
a movement or getting shot or arrested
by the army.

Jaffna has its paradoxes. Jaffna’s
survival seems to depend on a com-
bination of two apparently irreconcil-
able approaches — communalist and
individualist. On the one hand, at the
local level one sees a lot of community
spirit and great self-organising skills,
On the other, it is a highly atomised
society, perhaps because of its petty-
bourgeois character. One sometimes
wonders if Adam Smith’s self-
interested, rational, egotistic indi-
vidual was first born in Jaffna. Both
the community spirit and atomisation
have gathered momentum in the peo-
ple’s bid for survival during the civil
war.

Met a mother whose 19-year-old
nephew was taken away by force by
the EPRLF. She referred to the boy as
‘my son’. Her sister, the boy’s mother,
was not living, so she is now the
caretaker of her sister’s family.,

‘He is a student at the Anaicoddai
school. On the day of Nainativu Am-
man temple’s car festival (15 June),
Jjust after dinner, five or six boys came
and dragged him into a vehicle, I don’t
know where they are keeping him. I
know it is EPRLF. As they were taking
my son out, I and his sisters went after
them pleading with them not to take
the only boy we had. The boys were
very rude to us and told us that he
would not be released. I went to Asoka
hotel (where the EPRLF office is) so
many times and asked them to at least
show me my son. They said, ‘why are
you making such a fuss? We are also
the children of mothers. We are going
to train him as a fighter. We need
people. Moreover, there is no school
these days’. There were 200-300
mothers like me pleading with the EP
fellows. They showed us some children
lined up on a balcony some way away.
But no mother could recognise her son
because they all had very short hair
and clean-shaven faces. It is more than
twelve days since we saw our boy last.
he is very timid and scared of guns.

You know, when they took him he was
praying them not to take him because
he is so scared of all these things. His
sisters cried and begged them not to
take their brother, but they showed‘
their guns and shouted ‘Shut up. We'
will shoot you women’. His father was ‘
a toddy tapper, now he is a sick
person’,

Obsession
With Power

There was a time when the EPRLF
had a base among the people. After the
annihilation of many of its cadres by
LTTE, the EPRLF leaders retreated to
India. They returned after the Accord,
but they have not been able to develop
a solid mass base in the North. Instead,
they became dependent on the IPKEF,
and alienated themselves from the
people whom they are supposed to be
governing through the Provincial
Council. The Provincial Council has no
teeth. The EPRLF and its allies have
chosen to operate almost exclusively
via the Indian government and behind
the IPKF, which was by now fighting a
war with the LTTE. Their obsession
with power and the impending final
battle with the LTTE have made them
insensitive to the sufferings of the
people and pushed them into total
militarism and subservience to the
Indian state. Today, they are more
alienated from the people than ever.
Their militarism has further under-
mined their already questionable legi-
timacy as people’s representatives.
Many of those who shared criticisms of
the IPKF-EPRLF-ENDLF-TELO
alliance were equally critical of the
LTTE, but in the prevailing atmos-:
phere, anyone who opposes the EPRLF!
is branded by them as pro-LTTE. '

Of the major militant organisations;
EROS has the least militarist posture
in the North, although many people T
met suspected that it was responsible
for the death of Mr Kandasamy, a
famous campaigner for Tamil rights
and founder of the Tamil Information
Centre in London (who had returned
from there in 1987 to help the peace.
process back home through economic
development), Saturday Review, and
TRRO. There is a general impression
that EROS cadres are more friendly
with the people and are willing to
listen to them.

Somewhat jokingly, one person re-
marked that EROS seemed to be hav-
ing a lot of development plans, but he
wondered how they were going to
implement them without power. It
appears that EROS has adopted a
middle, non-militarist course between
India and the LTTE, while conde-
mning IPKF’s atrocities.

The whole island is in the repressive
clutches of three alignments which are
poised against each other: The UNP-
LTTE, the JVP plus its allies within

Continued on Page 21
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LONDON SCEIOOL OF BUSINESS STUDIES

The London School of Business Studies will conduct the IDPM, CACA and ICSA
Courses, formally conducted by The London School of Accountancy (LSA)
from 15th December 1989

Courses Details

E

IDPM . Fees dropped from £325/subject to £195/subject
‘ Programming project fees are dropped from £650/subject to
£300/subject
CACA . Levels 1, 2 & 3 : £725 per level (Certified Accountants)
ICSA ' ;. £195/subject (all stages)
COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY : £400 (Over 3 months)
TRAINING :
COBOL . Programming Course £400 (120 hours) (over 6 months)
ABAC . (Association of Business & Administrative Computing Certificate)

. £850, Diploma £950 — One year course

ABAC, ICSA, IDPM & CACA (a) Correspondence Course £70/subject
Text books, 3 progress tests with answer guides, plus 1 mock
‘ , « " exam with answer guide and a revision pack. Tests are
J ; marked and returned to students. (With Tuition)

(b) Reader Course All materials above but no Tuition — £50/subject

OVERSEAS STUDENTS . Study skills in English (day & evening) £300/Course. Duration
i .. 3 months i
DAY RELEASE COURSES = : Please enquire 4

3 ]

For further details and an application form contact:

The Registrar, (District Learning Division)
. LSBS
PO Box 104D
New Malden
- Surrey KT3 6BH

; or
The Registrar, (Full-time Courses)

LSBS
74 Roupell Street
" London SE1 8SS

Telephone: 01 336 1053/ 01 928 6115
Fax: 01 336 1057/ 01 620 0563
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LTTE KEEPS OUT OF ‘PEACE COMMITTEE’

A.C.S. Hameed, Chairman of the
North-East Peace Committee and
Minister of Higher Education, Science
and Technology had consultations with
the LTTE delegation led by Anton
Balasingham. The other members of
the delegation were Krishnakumar
Kittu, Yogaratnam Yogi and Lawr-
ence Thilagar, a Government com-
munique stated.

It added, in welcoming the delega-
tion, the Minister said that the decision
of the LTTE to enter the democratic
process is an encouragement to all
those who cherish democratic ideals
and values.

Mr. Balasingham emphasised that
the LTTE is firmly committed to peace
and that any conflict should be re-
solved by peaceful dialogue. They have
been able to have successful peace
talks with the Sri Lanka Government,
Consequent to this, they have declared
a cessation of hostilities and also made
a firm commitment to enter the politic-
al main stream through the electoral
process.

While welcoming the genuine efforts
that are being made by the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka to restore peace and
normalcy in the North and the East,
Mr. Balasingham said that they are
deeply concerned about the formation
of the so-called Tamil National Army.
The people of the North and the East
are against the formation of this illegal

army.

Mr.Balasingham said that the LTTE
has decided not to participate in the
Peace Committee meetings because of
the formation of the illegal army.

However, he said, that the LTTE
will continue their direct talks with the
Government of Sri Lanka, and make
every contribution to the efforts being
made for the restoration of peace and
normalcy.

Mr Hameed said that the LTTE is an
important constituent in determining
the future of the people of the North
and East.

Their participation at all levels will
create the necessary climate for politic-
al and civilian activity. ,

Mr.Hameed further said that the
future of the North and the East is
dependent on three factors, viz, the
withdrawal of the IPKF, the coming
together of all the militant groups and
the creation of better understanding
among all ethnic groups. He urged the
LTTE to participate in the Peace Com-
mittee meetings to realise these objec-
tives, which are of vital importance to
the future of the country.

Mr.Balasingham said that he would
convey the request of the Minister to
the Central Committee of the LTTE.
Mr. Hameed will continue the process
of consultations with the other mem-
bers of the Peace Committee.

TULF ON THE MURDER
OF ITS LEADERS

TULF leaders, A. Amirthalingam and V.
Yogeswaran were assassinated in Col-
ombo on 13 July, and M. Sivasithampar-
am was seriously injured. The following
is the text of a statement issued by the
TULF through its branch in London:

On the fateful 13th day of July 1989
the voice of the Tamil Eelam nation
was silenced by an assassin’s buliets.
The three members of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam met Mr. Amir-
thalingam and his colleagues Mr.
Yogeswaran and Mr. Sivasithampar-
am ostensibly to talk peace and bring
about unity among the Tamil groups.
They shot and killed Mr. Amirthaling-
am and Mr. Yogeswaran and injured
Mr. Sivasithamparam.

On Thursday the 13th July 1989
Aloysius, Visu and Sivakumar all
members of the LTTE met Messrs.
Amirthalingam, Sivasithamparam
and Yogeswaran at their residence in
Colombo. The appointment had been
arranged by Mr.Yogeswaran. In
February 1989 the LTTE had invited
the TULF leaders to their camp, when
Mr. Yogeswaran visited them. During
this visit to Pandikulam camp they
received him well and gained his confi-

dence. Following this Aloysius became
very close to Mr. Yogeswaran. In fact
Aloysius had visited Mr. Yogeswaran
in his apartment on many occasions
from the time LTTE commenced peace
talks with the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment. On that day when Aloysius
spoke to Mr. Yogeswaran over the
telephone, he requested him to waive
the security check by the guards.
Claiming ‘Tamil brotherhood’, he ex-
plained that his associates will feel let
down if such searches were made.

Around 7 p.m. Aloysius, Visu and
Sivakumar arrived at the residence of
the Tamil leaders. Mr. Yogeswaran
beckoned the security staff to send the
three visitors in without the security
check. While Sivakumar remained
downstairs, Aloysius and Visu followed
Mr.Yogeswaran to his apartment. Af-
ter a while messages were sent to
Amirthalingam and Mr. Sivasitham-
param to come upstairs to meet the
LTTE representatives. Refreshments
were served by Mrs. Yogeswaran while
the leaders were in discussion with the
LTTE men. During the discussion Visu
inquired from the leaders why they
had not come to Pandikulam. Mr.
Amirthalingam explained that due to
the recent illness of Mr. Yogeswaran
the fact that Mr. Sampanthan was in
India, they could not make the visit.
Furthermore it was pointed out that it

would have been unwise to visit their
camp as it would have exposed the
hideout of the LTTE.

Mr. Amirthalingam then asked Visu
about the progress of the talks the
LTTE was having with the Sri Lankan
government. Visu said that they were
deluding the Sri Lankan government.
Then Visu wished to know whether the
TULF leaders would come to their
lodge in Colombo for the next round of
talks. Mr. Amirthalingam said that
the venue was not satisfactory. Mr.
Sivasithamparam proposed a private
house in Colombo. Visu agreed to the
suggestion on condition that the house
be available for inspection prior to the
meeting.

In the meantime one of the security
officers downstairs became suspicious
of Sivakumar because of his nervous
behaviour, searched him and found
ammunition and a grenade on his
person. This security officer promptly
alerted his fellow officers and rushed
upstairs. )

In the apartment, the discussion
proceeded cordially and in good
humour. Visu, who was next to Mr.
Amirthalingam, stood up to place an
empty tumbler on the table in front of
him. While doing so he turned towards
Mr. Amirthalingam and remarked ,
‘You may think that we are monsters,
but we fear that you are the real
monsters’. This provoked laughter
among the leaders. At this juncture
Visu drew a pistol and shot Mr. Amir-
thalingam in the head and chest. Next
Mr. Yogeswaran who stood up was
shot several times by Aloysius and
Visu. By this time the security officer
who had reached the balcony heard the
shots, opened fire through the glass
window at the assassins and wounded
them. The wounded gunmen aimed
their guns at Mr. Sivasithamparam
but only succeeded in injuring him. As
they ran down the stairs on either side
of the house shooting at the guards,
Visu attempted to throw a grenade but
the security men shot and killed both
of them. Sivakumar who was in the
hallway was shot at, and later suc-
cumbed to the wounds.

The police later raided a house at
Narahenpita, a suburb of Colombo and
found arms, ammunition, cyanide cap-
sules and detailed maps of the resi-
dence of the TULF leaders and a letter
addressed to Aloysius by Mr. Yoges-
waran.

The Statement added:

1. Visu alias Aravindaram was the
area commander of the LTTE of Vada-
marachchi in 1987. He also took part
in the handing over of a captured IPKF
soldier in June 1988. .

2. Aloysius was the LTTE area com-
mander for Vavuniya and participated
in an early round of talks between the
LTTE and the government.

3. Sivakumar was a member of
LTTE.
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WEALTHY TAMILS
- ABDUCTED
FOR RANSOM

At least twenty wealthy residents of
Kalawanchikudy and Palagamam in
Batticaloa have been abducted by
members of a Tamil militant group in
recent weeks and ransoms amounting
to millions of rupees were being de-
manded for their release.

Among those kidnapped were
businessmen, jewellers and landed
proprietors. Ransom demands ranging
from Rs. 5 million to Rs. 10 million had

release. ;

The former Mayor of Batticaloa, M.
Ambalawanar who was forcibly taken
away from his Batticaloa residence
over a month ago had still not been
released by his abductors. A ransom of
Rs. 5 million had been demanded for
his ‘safe release’. He is suspected to
have been abducted by a Tamil group
and his whereabouts were still not
known. Some of those kidnapped do

staggering ransom demands.

A member of Parliament in the
region confirming the continuing spate
of abductions of wealthy residents for
ransom said that this dangerous trend
was showing signs of spreading to
other areas in the district.

The relatives of some of those kid-
napped had not informed the Police or
the IPKF through fear of reprisals. It is
alleged that parents whose children
were employed overseas had also been
‘ordered’ by Tamil groups to pay every
month a sum of money stipulated by
the militants. The number taken away
for ransom could be much more as in
most cases there is reluctance to com-
plain to the Police or IPKF.

Complaints made to the Police and
Indian Army have been investigated
but it has not been possible so far to
trace those who have been kidnapped.

Even in the northern Jaffna Penin-
sula, during the last two months there
have been many businessmen who
have been kidnapped followed by ran-
som demands running into millions of
rupees for their release.

The Tamil groups comprising the
Tamil National Council, EPRLF,
TELO and ENDLF, have denied any
responsibility for this spate of kidnap-

pings.

RS.9 BILLION
DAMAGE BY VIOLENCE

Sri Lanka has suffered losses up to an
estimated Rs.9000 million because of
the recent violence, President R. Pre-
madasa announced at a meeting held
on 3 November in the southern town of
Matara.

The President gave the following
breakdown of the losses: (a) Damage

caused to private buses: Rs.16,000,000;
(b) Losses suffered by the state owned
Ceylon Transport Board:
Rs.280,000,000; (c) Damage caused to
the Railways: Rs.242,000,000; (d)
Damage caused to government vehi-
cles: Rs.100,000,000; (e) Damage
caused to government buildings:
Rs.960,000,000; () Losses suffered by
Rural Banks: Rs.20,000,000; (g) Dam-
age to telecommunications:
Rs.200,000,000; (h) Damage to elec-
tricity installations: Rs.256,000,000; (i)
Damage to tea industry:
Rs.400,000,000; (j) Damage to the agri-

. cultural sector: Rs.250,000,000; (k)
been made from each of them for their |

<1 1 Rs.200,000,000; (1) Damage to the min-
| ing sector: Rs.75,000,000; (m) Damage
. to the Banking and insurance sector:
' Rs.652,000,000; (n) Losses to the admi-
i nistrative sector: Rs.1600,000,000; (o)

Damage to the industrial sector:

Losses in the service sector:
Rs.500,000,000; (p) Production losses
in the public and private sectors:
Rs.2474,000,000; and (q) Damages
caused to goods and services:

. Rs.6477,000,000.
not have the means to meet such:

- MINISTER’S
BODYGUARDS ON
MURDER CHARGE

| Four bodyguards of a senior minister
* who have been remanded in connec-

tion with the alleged killing of a UNP
supporter have made an application to
the Attorney-General for transfer from
judicial to military custody.

Three UNP supporters, including
the one who was killed are said to have
come recently from Anuradhapura
with a letter from a member of parlia-
ment from the North Central Province.

Having met the Minister, they were
on their way back when they were
abducted by the Minister’s body-
guards. One of these UNP supporters
was later found dead with gunshot
injuries near St Joseph’s College, Col-
ombeo.

Investigations led to the remanding
of the bodyguards and the Minister’s
driver by the Fort Magistrate. An
application for bail was refused by the
Magistrate on the advice of the
Attorney-General.

LAWYER ABDUCTED
AND KILLED

Attorney-at-Law Mr. Sanath Bandara
Karalliyadde who was practising at
Teldeniya Courts was alleged to have
been abducted by a gang of unidenti-
fied gunmen on the night of October 26
from his house at Karalliyadde. His
body has been found near the Oruthota
bridge, away from his house the follow-
ing day '(27th) morning, along with
three other bodies of unidentified per-
sons.

Thirty-year-old Lawyer Karalliyad-
de was one of the lawyers who looked

after the interests of the school boy
who died of police shooting at Telde-
niya Maha Vidyalaya premises some
time back. His clerk and another

lawyer’s clerk who were witnesses in

the Teldeniya MV. police shooting case
too were found killed a few weeks ago.

It is believed that these murders
were carried out by members of the
security forces.

400 SUSPECTS
REFUSE TO ATTEND
COURTS

Four hundred prisoners charged with
involvement in subversive activity
have refused to appear in court as they
fear for their lives, following the killing
in hospital of the first accused in the
Harsha Abeywardene murder case re-
cently.

A letter signed by over 400 sus-
pected subversives has been forwarded
by the Prison authorities to the High
Court, where they are being tried.

High Court Judges have sought the
assistance of the Attorney-General in
the legal problems arising from the
refusal of the accused to appear in
court.

A recent amendment to the Code of
Criminal Procedure allows a High
Court trial to continue in the absence
of the accused if the Court feels satis-
fied with the reasons given (Article 8 in
21 of 88).

Legal sources point out that practic-
al problems have arisen from the pris-
oners’ refusal to appear in Court.

They say that the Prison authorities
have the alternatives of letting the
Court try the accused in absentia or
taking the prisoners to Court by force,
even at some risk.

The Court (trial-at-bar) hearing the
Parliament bomb case on 30 October
directed the Magazine Prison author-
ities to produce the accused before
Court on the next trial day.

The Prison authorities, accordingly,
will have to bring the accused by force
to Court, even if this means risking the
lives of prisoners and guards alike,
another source added.

The same amendment also requires
that a trial by the High Court at bar be
heard from day to day, unless excep-
tional circumstances so warrant to
ensure the expeditious disposal of
these cases.

YOGA & CO

Solicitors &
Administrators
of Qaths
47 Booth Road

Colindale
London NW9 5JS

Telephone:
01-205 0899
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NEWS ROUND-UP

® THE THREE ACCUSED In the Air Lanka bomb attack
case, S.A. Gunasingham, S. Kulasabanathan and B.
Balachandran were freed by the High Court in Colombo on
October 12 when the Attorney General announced that he
did not wish to proceed with the case. The Attorney
General’s difficulty in proceeding with the case arose
following a previous ruling by the Court upholding the

defence objection that the ‘confessional statements’ .

obtained by the police from the defendants and sought to be
admitted by the prosecution under the Prevention of

Terrorism Act were not voluntarily made that they had

been obtained by undue influence and torture.

@ MRS. MONHARI WATSON, mother of two children, and
who was. sentenced to seven years imprisonment for her
involvement in the Maradana bomb blast in which 38
persons were killed and 113 wounded in November 1987
was freed on 27 October. She was freed after spending two
years in prison following an appeal by the LTTE. Several
LTTE members from Jaffna were in Colombo to receive
Manohari on her release.

@ SEVERAL COMPLAINTS have been made to the author-
ities that police and army officers have committed rape
against women in the south under the pretext of investigat-
ing ‘subversive activities’. In this connection five police
officers and four junior army officers are facing rape
charges.

@ SOMASUNDARAM Senathirajah, also known as Mawai
Senathirajah, has been nominated by the Tamil United
Liberation Front as its Member of Parliament in place of
Appappillai Amirthalingam who was assassinated on July
13 this year. Mr. Senathirajah took his oaths before the
Speaker on October 18.

® FORMER HINDU AFFAIRS Minister and ex-MP for
Batticaloa, Mr. C. Rajadurai is to be appointed as High
Commissioner for Sri Lanka in Malaysia. Other new
appointments in the diplomatic arena are: Central Pro-
vince Governor E.L.B. Hurulle is to be appointed as High
Commissioner in Australia, the present Defence Secretary
General Seypala Attygalle as High Commissioner in the
UK and M. Gautamadasa of the Foreign Ministry as
Ambassador to China.

® OVER TWENTY DEAD BODIES of young persons were
found on 26 October outside three state-owned buildings, a
Co-operative shop, rural bank and post office, which had
been set on fire and destroyed previously allegedly by
‘subversives’at Walpita in Divulapitiya. It is believed that
these killings were carried out by the security forces in
retaliation.

©® A MASKED MAN pretending to be a member of the JVP
who entered a house in the Sapugaskanda area raped the
housewife and then walked out with her jewellery. The
man’s face was covered with a piece of cloth and he had told
the woman that several members of the ‘movement’ had
come to the area that day and were calling at every house.
Then the man had brandished a knife and raped the
woman whose husband was not at home at the time of the
incident.

® OVER 2000 PEOPLE staged a demonstration on 30
October opposite the IPKF camp on the Vavuniya-Mannar
road and submitted a memorandum on the alleged kidnap-
ping of two persons belonging to the Tamil militant group.
TELO, by the Sri Lankan army in Vavuniya. The demon-
stration was organised by the Tamil National Council and a
hartal called by the TNC brought Vavuniya to a standstill.
Following the kidnapping of the two TELO men, 18 Sri
Lankan police personnel, including two National Intelli-
gence Bureau officers, were abducted allegedly by TELO,
but following the intervention by the IPKF, the Sri Lankan
police personnel were released.

® THE MALDIVIAN authorities have inquired from the
government of Sri Lanka whether 68 convicted mercenar-
les from Sri Lanka who participated in a failed coup
attempt in November last year and sentenced to various
lengths of imprisonment, including life, could be sent back
to Sri Lanka to serve their sentences. When asked by
newsmen, Foreign Minister Ranjan Wijeratne is reported
to have said, ‘They left illegally, and attempted a coup

What do we do with them if they are returned? As far as we
are concerned, they can be dumped in the sea’. According to
legal circles, Sri Lanka will have to take back her nationals
as Article 14(1) of the Constitution says that every citizen
is entitled to the freedom to return to Sri Lanka. But even if
they are accepted by Sri Lanka, there is no provision under
which they can be required to serve their sentences in a Sri
Lanka jail as a sentence passed for a criminal act in,
another country has no validity in Sri Lanka. ’

@ TWO POLICE CONSTABLES of Wadduwa police station
were taken into custody on 29 October in connection with

an alleged plot to kill the Officer-in-Charge of the police

station, Inspector Samith Edirisinghe. On this day a

Sub-Inspector and five constables attached to the same

police station were taken into custody for their alleged

involvement in the attack on the Field Force Head

Quarters in Colombo. A police sergeant in charge of the

anti-subversive unit at Tangalle in the south and a

Sub-Inspector attached to the Depot Police, Narahenpita
are also in detention for their involvement in this attack

and alleged connections with the JVP. Security sources .
claimed that seven suspected ‘subversives’ were shot dead

by soldiers who raided their hideout at Kamburupitya.

@ A PERSON IDENTIFIED as Martin who was a supporter

of the Communist Party was dragged out of his house and

shot dead by an unknown gang on 30 October at Malimba-

da in Akuressa. Sub-post offices at Pallegama in Deniyaya

and Godagama in Matara were looted and set on fire. At

Batetta, a person identified as S.H. Dharmadasa was shot ‘
dead. Two armed youths stole a land-rover belonging to the

Ministry of Rehabilitation valued at Rs.1,200,000 when it ~
was proceeding to Jaffna from Colombo. The Ellagolla
sub-post office, Grama Sevaka Office at Katupilagama and
the Village Council office at Paglovita were set on fire in
separate incidents. A youth identified as N.C. Nanasiri
taken into custody for his alleged links with the JVP was
allegedly clubbed to death by another suspect in the
detention camp in Middeniya.

@® AT LEAST 25 PERSONS including many women were
killed in a rampage by security forces in Galnewa on 31
October following a landmine explosion in which the
Officer-in-Charge of the Galnewa police station, Inspector
Ratnapriya, and three other police officers were killed. A
gang of ‘subversives’ armed with automatic weapons
entered the house of Nandasena, a soldier on leave, and
shot him dead in Badulla. At Thelijjawila in the south five
burnt bodies were seen by people.

® TROOPS RAIDED a buddhist temple in the central
province on 30 November and shot dead three persons
alleged to be JVPers including a Buddhist Monk. The
security forces claimed that the slain Monk, Pasgodaya
Saranankara was an area leader and the coordinator of the
JVP. An army deserter was also killed in the raid on the
Pattigolle temple in the Kandy district.

@ ALLEGED ‘SUBVERSIVES’ attacked a Sri Lankan army
post at Agbopura in the Trincomalee district on 1 Novem-
ber and killed three soldiers of the Gajaba Regiment and
wounded three others before fleeing with several automatic
rifles and many rounds of ammunition. In Kamburupitiya
a ‘Roller’ belonging to the Highways department was set on
fire. In Colombo, security forces found an unidentified body
at Vandervert Place. The buildings housing the Agrarian
Services Centre and the Coconut Development Board at
Madahapola were set on fire. Four tea factories were set on
fire in Badulla.

Continued on Page 19
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You Can Achieve Success In Higher Education

UNITY,.COLLEGE

The association for the
Recognition of Business
Schools

Inspe and ecog-
nised as Efficient by

Offers Commitment to Higher Educational Standards
Higher Qualified and Experienced Lecturers
Individual Academic Support.
Fees you can afford and Good Locational Advantages.
Enrol now for full and part-time courses in:
Accountancy and Management Studies
Association of Accounting Technicians
Association of Chartered and Certified Accountants
Institute of Cost and Management Accountants
Association of Business Executives
Institute of Administrative Management
Banking
Institute of Bankers Stage 1, Institute of Bankers Stage 2
Certificate and Foundation courses
Marketing
Institute of Marketing — Certificate/Diploma
CAM Education Foundation
Computing Courses
City & Guilds, British Computer Society
Association of Business and Administrative Computing
Institute of Date Processing Management
English as a Foreign Language
For Further details write or telephone:

UNITY COLLEGE

Admissions Department

81-89 Fortess Road

Kentish Town ‘

London NW5 1AG

Tel: 01-482 3349

We invite you to

g
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% the Food, Ambience
|

5

Self-service Sunday
Biffet of over 15 dishes
(ever changing)

£6.95

TRY US ONCE —
You will be there every week

ﬁan ir

a taste of paradise

%Fn’das & Saturdays 67a SYDENHAM ROAD SE26

PRI

Bookings only RESERVATIONS

as from 01 676 8641 &

MOTOR INSURANCE

Nobody looks harder to find you a competitive quote

MORTGAGES ARRANGED
100 p.c. MORTGAGES AVAILABLE
FIRST TIME BUYERS WELCOME

COMPETITIVE QUOTATIONS ON
* Home contents insurance
* Life cover
* Pension policies
We pride ourselves on persona/
service

.asdmadng . Contact
J. KULENDRAN
Beddington Insurance

Services Limited
157A Hartfield Road, Wimbledon,
LONDON SW19 3TJ

Telephone: 01-543 5181

FLETCHER LETTING & MANAGEMENT

- ATTENTION
ALL LANDLORDS

Are you interested in letting your property?
Then why not call us on

994 0528

@ Legal documentation

prepared

@ Inventories drawn up
and property maintenance
undertaken

@ References fully checked

@ Deposit held against
damages

@ Carefully chosen tenants

® Monthly inspection &
conditional report to
Landlords

® A fully comprehensive
letting & management
service

@ Free advice with regard
to all aspects of letting
your property

@ Personal attention on
your property

TENANTS: No charge for you
We have Houses/Flats/Maisonettes of your choeice

NOT JUST A SERVICE.A COMPLETE SERVICE




15 NOVEMBER 1989

TAMIL TIMES 19

NEWS ROUND-UP

® AROUND FIFTY BODIES of young persons riddled with
bullets were found on 1 and 2 November in the Laggala
police area as violence swept the Matale district. Nineteen
bodies were found at Handungamuwa, Maraka and
another location in the same area on 1 November. Most of
the victims were identified as from the local area. On 2
November thirty-one bodies were found in the same area.
The bodies were later loaded into trucks and taken away by
the police.

@ THE INSPECTOR General of Police has appointed a
special CID team to investigate allegations of a plot to kill
ten leading members of the Sri Lanka Mahajana Party
(SLMP) including its leader, Mrs, Chandrika Wijekumar-
anatunga. A seven member team headed by an Assistant
Superintendent of Police including two Inspectors has been
assigned to investigate the alleged plot. The names of the
investigators have not been divulged. It may be noted that
Mrs. Chandrika Kumaranatunga is continuing to stay in ~
the UK where she and her two children took refuge for
security reasons following the assassination of her hus-
band, Vijaya Kumaranatunga.

@ INFLATION RATE in Sri Lanka rose by 13.3 per cent in
the 12 month period ending October. The Colombo Cost of
Living Index in October rose to 861.3 points in October *
from the September figure of 851.5 points. Prices of -
essential commodities have been sharply rising in recent
weeks with wheat and sugar prices going up rapidly.
Because of a shortage of foreign exchange in hard currency,
Sri Lanka has been borrowing on the commercial market.
Official sources confirmed that the inflation rate was
around 17 to 18 per cent although the cost of living index
was pegged at 13.3 per cent.

@ THE SR! LANKAN government was supplying the LTTE
with sophisticated weapons and ammunition and there was
irrefutable evidence to prove this, the Chief Minister of the -
North-East Provincial Council, Mr. A. Varatharaja Perum-
al, claimed at a press conference held in Colombo on 4
November. The arms presently used by the LTTE were of
Chinese and Israeli manufacture similar to those used by
the Sri Lankan army, he added.

@® TWO SRI LANKAN soldiers were reported missing in
Vavuniya since 3 November. The soldiers who were
returning after having been on leave were believed to have
been abducted by members of a Tamil militant group.

® FOUR PERSONS were abducted by an unidentified

armed gang at Unuwathurabubula in the Maha Oya area

on 27 October. A newspaper office in Jaffna was attacked

with bombs; although there were no casualties the buiding

was damaged. An armed gang robbed Rs.99,000 from an oil

mill owned by a senior army officer at Waskaduwa in the

Kalutara district. Three civilians, two of them identified as
D.R. Wickremasooriya and M. Fernando, were shot dead in

the Walsmulla area by an unidentified gang.

® A TOP LEADER of the LTTE, Sathasivam Krishnaku-
mar popularly known as ‘Kittu’ left for the United
Kingdom on 29 October to seek medical treatment. About
two years ago he lost a leg in a mysterious bomb attack in
Jaffna where he was area Commander of the LTTE. Prior
to leaving for London, Kittu had discussions with President
Premadasa as a member of the LTTE delegation.

@® A POLICE CONSTABLE, U.B. Wanninayake and six
members of his family were hacked and shot dead at
Galigamuwa on 4 November by suspected ‘subversives’. In
a separate incident on the same day, three ‘subversives’
were killed, two captured and several weapons recovered
by the security forces in the Alawwa jungles in Nitam-
buwa.

SPECIAL

* Curry Powder
* Red Rice Flour
* M.D. Chutney & Jam
* Hopper & Dosai Mix
* Vethamathayas Mix ;
* Instant String Hoppers (R/W)
* Nestle Coconut Milk Powder
* Achcharu (Home Made)

STRING HOPPER MOULD, PITTU PAN,
also

“We don’t claim to be number one — we are second to none”

itkg ..., 99p
............. 500g ceree.....1.99p
............ 1kg ceree.....1.45p
...................... 1.29p
............ 400g ceeree....99p
............ 100g . LT o)
............ 2259 temeraaa...69p
............ 350g ceriaae..1.49p
............ 350gm ..........1.25p

AMBUL THIYAL, MALDIVE FISH, DRY FISH - PRAWNS, ITTALI MOULD, HOPPER, MOULD,
THOSAI KAL, SMALL URAL, COCONUT SCRAPER

SRI LANKAN SEER (THORA) FISH, SHARK, PRAWNS AND DELICIOUS CRABS AND
MANY MORE PRODUCTS AVAILABLE AT REASONABLE PRICES
Retail and Wholesale

Sri Lankan Food Specialist

316-318 Willesden High Road
Willesden., London NW10 2EN
Phone: 01-459 8589

01-451 2902

Open 7 days a week 6.00am — 11.00pm
MAIL ORDERS WELCOME

OFFER
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Bharatha Natya Arangetram

in USA
A large crowd, estimated at 1000, attended
the Bharatha Natya Arangetram of Mirnalini
Mohanraj, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Navarat-
nasingam Mohanraj recently. It was the first
such event in Hartford County in Connecticut,
USA.

Padmini Ramachandran awarded the diplo-
ma of the Padmini Institute of Fine Arts.
Mimalini is a student of that Institute and of
Mrs. Hema Rajagopalan of Chicago.

The chief guest was the Honorable Nancy
Johnson, senior member of the Connecticut
delegation to the U.S. Congress. Mirnalini,
who was accompanied by a live orchestra of
artistes, gave a memorable performance.

She is the grand daughter of the late Mr.
and Mrs. C.V.E. Navaratnasingam and Mr.
and Mrs. S. Anthonypillai.

Continued From Page 13

and outside the government, and the
IPKF-EPRLF-ENDLF-TELO. Militar-
ist and authoritarian, these align-
ments are destroying civil society in
the name of various brands of pat-
riotism.

I was back on the same SLAF plane
that had brought me to Jaffna. And, as
the plane rose into the air, I could not
help getting sentimental. But such
sentimentalism is a luxury when peo-
ple down there are struggling for sur-
vival, and where so many brave men
and women have decided to stay on
and fight to the last. For me, it was a
week of learning about a part of my
society I was — to be honest — afraid to
visit for seven years. As I looked down
through the window, ‘the golden rule’
of Jaffna came to mind — and I marvel-
led how people could still communi-
cate, still keep their humanity, still
struggle, even when the ‘golden rule’
operated like an iron law. I was hum-
bled.

(Certain sections of Prof. Shanmugarat-
nam’s comprehensive account have been
regrettably omitted for reasons of space)

Senior Tamils’ Centre, Toronto

The fourth Annual General Meeting of the
Senior Tamils’ Centre was held on 23.9.89 at
the Oriole Community Resources Centre,
Don Mills and over 150 members and well-
wishers were present. The following were
elected office bearers. President: Aloy Ratna-
singham, Vice President: Siva Gnanaratnam,
Secretary: Siva Nathan, Treasurer: Fredrick
Balasingham, Committee: Kingsbury Jeeva-
nayagam, Duraipillai Subramani, Anne Cana-
garatnam, Mani Pathmarajah, Kanagambigai
Ragunathan, James Balendra and C.T. Wi-
Jeyarajah. The Centre receives a government
grant for its activities and has been provided
free accommodation. It has a vibrant Bridge
Club, and organises cultural cum religious
activities and sighiseeing tours for its mem-
bers.

Tamil Broadcasting in U.K. A weekly Tamil -
Service is being broadcast on Sunrise
Radio, commencing on Monday, 6th Novem-
ber 1989 from 9 p.m. to 10 p.m. The
broadcast is titled the Magazine Programme
and is on the Medium Wave Band on 1413
KHz (212 m). The area of coverage is West
London.

Lavanya Top in Badminton

11-year-old Lavanya, pupil of Ratton school in
Sussex triumphed in the recent English
Schools Badminton Association’s Southern
Region Tournament held at Basingstoke.

She is the number one among under 12
players in Sussex and won 10 titles last year.
She is now on course for a national ranking
this year at the National Junior Badminton
Championships to be held in Brighton in
January. Lavanya is the only daughter of
Badminton Ace Dr. Kum Vijendra and Sha-
mala Vijendra of Eastbourne.

The London Tamil Congregation
Christmas Carol Service
Sunday, 10th December 1989 at 3.45 p.m.
Watch Night Service
Sunday, 31st December at 11 p.m.
(Coffee afterwards)

All are welcome
at
The Methodist Church
Gwendolen Avenue
Putney, London SW15
For further details
please contact:

Mr Stanley Nalliah on:

01-542 3542

Forthcoming Bharatanatya Arangetram

The Bharatanatya Arangetram of Sudharshi-
ni, Niroshini and Anushini, daughters of Rev.
Dr. Wesley and Mrs Shyamala Ariarajah will
be held at the Logan Hall, Institute of Educa-
tion, 20 Bedford way, London WC1H OAL on
Saturday 6 January 1990 at 6.45pm. Since
Rev. & Mrs Ariarajah do not know the address
of many friends, they request friends and
well-wishers to ring Mrs V.L. Singham in
London on 01-672 9717 (after office hours)
for personal invitation.

PERSONAL

Mr S. Chelliah Attorney at Law, Point Pedro,
Sri Lanka presently of 60 Blakes Lane, New
Malden  Surrey U.K. has been successful in
the British Solicitors Final Examination, Sum-
mer 1989.

Jaffna College Alumni
Association U.K.

Christmas Dinner & Dance

on Saturday 16th December 1989
at 6.30 p.m.

at Hampstead Town Hall

Haverstock Hill
(Junction Belsize Avenue)
London N.W.3

Adults £6

For Tickets and Information
please contact

Mr. A. Ratnarajah 01-599 8162
Mr. K. Kandasamy 01-441 2791
Mr. C.P. llamurugan  01-942 2263
Mr. N.J. Rajaratnam  01-422 6783

Standing Committee of
Tamil Speaking People
(S.C.0.T))
presents

Dinner & Disco
on Saturday, 16th December 1989
from 6 p.m.
at Lola Jones Hall
Tooting Leisure Centre
Greaves Place, Off Garratt Lane
London SW17 ONE
For tickets & information
please contact
01-422 8984, 01-870 9897
01-567 5641
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MATRIMONIAL

Jaffna Hindu Engineer brother (Australian
citizen) seeks preferably professionally qual-
ified partner for sister, 29, B.Sc. graduate.
M327, c/o Tamil Times.

Parents seek for orthodox Jaffna Hindu
vegetarian young U.K. qualified software en-
gineer daughter, 21, working in U.K., teetotal-
ler professional partner, preferably also
vegetarian. M 328 c/o Tamil Times.
Accountant American citizen mid 40,
divorced, seeks pleasant, good natured,
broad minded, unencumbered professionally
educated lady. M 329 c/o Tamil Times.

Mother seeks suitable partner for Tamil, 41
year mechanical engineer son, Australian
citizen. Reply with details, photograph, horo-
scope to M 330 c/o Tamil Times.

Sister seeks professionally qualified bride for
Jaffna Hindu electronics engineer, 38, British
citizen, working under contract in Chicago.
Horoscope and details to M 331 c¢/o Tamil
Times.

Jaffna Hindu parents seek attractive homely
graduate partner for professionally qualified
son, 32, teetotaller, employed Australia. De-
tails returnable horoscope, photograph tre-
ated confidentially. M 332 c/o Tamil Times.
Hindu family seek educated partner, 35-40,
for graduate bride. Write with horoscope,
details M 333 c/o Tamil Times.

Aunty seeks partner for niece, 29, farr,
goodlooking university lecturer. Reply with
horoscope, details to M 334 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna mother seeks professionally qualified
partner for daughter, 30, B.Sc. graduate,
British citizen. Final year students consi-
dered. M 335 c/o Tamil Times.

Jaffna Hindu sister in Canada seeks partner
for sister, 35. Residents from Canada are
welcome. Reply with horoscope and details to
M 336, c/o Tamil Times.

Uncle seeks Jaffna Tamil Christian profes-
sionally qualified partner for graduate qual-
ified accountant nephew, early thirties, work-
ing in Canada. Details, photograph to M 337,
¢/o Tamil Times.

Seeking Tamil Catholic or Christian, qualified
bride, mid-twenties, for groom, Ph.D., 30,
residing, working U.S.A. M 338, c/o Tamil
Times.

GENERAL

bomputer Courses: Private Tuition avail-
able on Introduction to Computers & Basic,
Word processing and Database. For details
please ring 01-366 4183.

WANTED

South London Tamil Welfare Group needs
a Clerical Assistant urgently. For  details

telephone 01-879 7716.

WEDDING BELLS

We congratulate the following couples on
their recent marriage.

Rangarajan son of the late Mr Rajeswaran
and Mrs Ranganayaki Rajeswaran of Ranga-
nathan Lane, Tellipallai, Sri Lanka and
Priyadharshini daughter of Mr & Mrs Renga
Cumarasamy of 168/9 Inner Flower Road,
Colombo 3 at Hotel Taj Samudra, Colombo
on 18.10.89.

Dr Joseph Ravi Priyaraj son of Mr & Mrs A
Thampu Emmanuel of 13 Nightingale Lane,
Bickiey, Kent BR1 2QH and Mariana Srima-
nie daughrer of Dr & Mrs John St. George of
71 Albyn Road, Strathfield, NSW 2435, Au-
stralia at St. Joseph’s Church, Bromley, Kent
on 28.10.89.

OBITUARIES

Mrs Thilagavathy Loganathan, wife of the
late Mr C. Loganathan, former General Mana-
ger, Bank of Ceylon and World Bank; mother
of Sathananthan, the late Gowri, Dr Sritharan,
Vasuki, Lalitha and Ketheswaran passed
away on 8.10.89 in Colombo — Information
received from her eldest son L. Sathanan-
than, 13 Lomond Avenue, Reading RG4 OPL.

A.R. Surendra (53) formerly mechanical En-
gineer, Ceylon Steel Corporation and later
Rediffusion Simulation, Crawley, U.K.; eldest
son of the late Mr Ragunather, formerly Head
of Mechanical Engineering, Ceylon Technical
College, and the late Thevanayagi; beloved
husband of Sundaramani; father of Shankari,
Ragunather, and Ramanan; brother of
Ganendra (Sri Lanka), late Yogendra,
Alagendra (Sri Lanka) and Mrs Ananthaluxmy
Sutendra (Canada) passed away in Crawley,
Sussex, U.K. on 28.10.89 — 2 Dedisham
Close, Furnace Green, Crawley, Sussex
RH10 6SA. UK. Tel: 0293 24221.

Dr. T. Rasaratnam (Mani), 46, Consultant
Anaesthetist, Regional Hospitals, South York-
shire, U.K.; son of the late Mr Thambiah and
Mrs Valliammai Thambiah of Kampanai, Chu-
lipuram, Sri Lanka; beloved husband of Dr
Renuka (U.K.), loving father of Madurika and
Ramkumar; son-in-law of the late Mr Kumar-
asamy and Mrs Kumarasamy of Thirunelveli,
Sri Lanka; brother of Mrs Kamalasani Ratna-
durai and Mr Sethukavalar, Kandy General
Hospital, Sri Lanka; passed away in
Rotherham, U.K. on 16.10.89 — 49 Whiston
Grange, Moorgate, Rotherham, South York-
shire S60 3BG, U.K. Tel: 0709 370158.

Mr. R.M. Gunaratnam (RMG), former Vice-
Principal, Hartley College, Pt. Pedro, Sri
Lanka; father of Marcus (Australia), David
(Trinidad), Sajo (U.K.) Thevi (Canada);
father-in-law of Kamini, Cumudhini, Joe &
Shan; passed away on 16.11.89. Funeral
held on Wednesday, 22.11.89 at St. Matth-
ew’s Church, Chadderton, Oldham, 12 Rook-
wood, Chadderton, Oldham OL1 2TU, UK.
Tel: 061-633 7233.

IN MEMORIAM

P.V. Nadarajah
Born: 13 September 1926

Passed away: 16 November 1989
Fondly remembered by his mother; wife
Thilagavathy; children Usha Sivanathan,
Varathan, Nalini and Nanthini; son-in-law,
father-in-law, brothers, sisters-in-law and
brother-in-law.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

December 2 7.00 p.m. Violin by Dr. L.
Subramaniam at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
4A Castletown Road, London W14 9HQ Tel:
01-381 3036/4608

Dec 3 6.00 p.m. Arumuga Navalar Day
Celebrations at Tooting Youth Project Hall,
7A Beechcroft Road, London SW17. Al
Weicome

Dec 4th to 8th : Seventh International
Tamil Research Conference in Mauritius.
For details contact Ministry of Education &
Cultural Affairs, Mauritius.

Dec 8 7.30 p.m. Dance-Drama — Shakuntala
at The Commonwealth Institute, Kensington
High Street, London W8. Tel: 01-458 1233.
Dec 9 7.00 p.m. Bharatha Natya Aranget-
ram of Vidya & Sathiya Kugananthan of
Catford, London SE6. For invitations ring
01-697 4745.

Dec 9 7.30 p.m. Sitar by Mahmud Mirza at
Kufa Gallery, 26 Westbourne Grove, London
W2 Tel: 01-229 1928.

Dec 22 to 24 Tamil Literary Conference at
Mehringof, Gneisenau Str 2a, 1000 Berlin 61.
For Details contact: Tagung von Tamilen,
Bildungswerk fur Demokratie und Umweit-
schutz e.V., Zeughofstr. 20, 1000 Berlin 36.
Tel: 030 612 60 74/5.

Dec 23 4.30 p.m. Christmas Carols, Dance
& Singing at Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 4A
Castletown Road, London W14 9HQ. All
welcome.

Tamil Performing Arts Society presents
Tamil play Muham lilatha Manitharkal

Nov 25 6.00 p.m. Copeland Community
School, Cecil Ave, Wembley, Middx.

Dec 2 6.30 p.m. Lola Jones Hall, Greaves
Place off Garratt Lane, London SW17

Dec 3 6.30 p.m. Waltham Forest Theatre,
Lloyd Park, Winns Terrace, London E17
Dec 9 630 p.m. Wimbledon Methodist
Church Hall, Martin Way, London SW20




15 NOVEMBER 1989

TAMIL TIMES 23

o

Quality, practical computer training for student, professionals and business people

LONDON SCHOOL OF COMPUTING

Computer Modular Courses

O

Programming Languages

B I I b S

Other Packages

Fundamentals of Computers — 15 hours maximum

(A unique course designed to suit everyone from absolute beginner to experienced programmer)

COBOL (COmmon Business Oriented Language)

BASIC (Beginners All purpose Symbolic Instruction Code
- PASCAL

‘ CC’

- ASSEMBLER

PL/1
MODULA-2
PROLOG or any other in the market

Word Processing

Database

Spreadsheet

Desk Top Publishing, Typesetting etc.
Advanced Operating Systems Commands

Long Term Computer Courses

O
O
O

External Examinations

General

Diploma in Software Science
Certificate in Computer Programming
Certificate in Business Computing

British Computer Society Part 1
City & Guilds - Information Technology Scheme

Courses are available on ad-hoc basis to suit individual requirements
All courses are available full-time & part-time

Our full-time courses satisfy Home Office requirements

Why not take our free aptitude today?

For further particulars and application form contact:

The Registrar
LSC
Linburn House
350 Kilburn High Road
London NW6 2Q.J
United Kingdom
Telephone: 01-328 9966

Telex: 892843 OFFLET G Fax:01-624 4100
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GENERAL & BUSINESS TRAVEL _
55 RATHBONE PLACE, LONDON WI1P 1AB ENGLAND '[
| % BRITISH AIRWAYS
AlIRLANKA f
A faste of Paradise 7
SOME OF OUR BEST FARES OME WAY RETURN
LONDON TO COLOMBO (Direct flights) £260 £445
LONDON — DUBAI — COLOMBO £320 £495
LONDON — COLOMBO — MADRAS £280 £475
LONDON — DUBAI — COLOMBO — MADRAS £330 £525
LONDON — COLOMBO — TRICHY £280 E475
LONDON — COLOMBO — SINGAPORE £295 £495
LONDON — DUBAI — COLOMBO — SINGAPORE £350 £550
LONDON = COLOMBO — KUALALUMPUR £295 £495
LONDON — DUBAI £250 £325
i CIRCLE TRIPS FROM LONDON RETURN
LONDON-BANGKOK-SINGAPORE-COLOMBO-LONDON £560
LONDON-BANGKOK-KUALALUMPUR-SINGAPORE-COLOMBO-LONDON £579
LONDON-BANGKOK-MANILA-KUALALUMPUR-SINGAPORE-LONDON £604
LONDON — ZURICH — COLOMBO — LONDON £515
| SPECIAL AUSTRALIA FARES
LONDON — COLOMBO — KUALALUMPUR — PERTH — LONDON £708
LONDON — COLOMBO — KUALALUMPUR — SYDNEY — LONDON £809
WE HAVE SPECIAL DISCOUNTED FARES TO CANADA AND NEW YORK
WE HAVE WIDE RANGE OF CHEAP FARES ALL OVER THE WORLD
IF YOU WANT TO FIND MORE DETAILS PLEASE CALL US NOW ON
01 580 4460

kSREANAIR AR FRANCE

We accept all major credit cards — Visa/ Barclaycard/ AccessiAmerican Express
WE ARE NOW OPEN SATURDAY BETWEEN 10.00 HOURS to 13.00 HOURS
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