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READERS’ VIEWS

REMEMBER NEHRU’S FOLLY
AND ORTEGA’S PLIGHT

Thirumalai Nathan

In the present critical stage of our almost half a cen-
tury old struggle to regain our freedom and independence, 1
am somewhat sceptical about the wisdom of entering into
pre-liberation commitments. [ refer to the oft-repeated state-
ments appearing in newspapers that the LTTE would partici-
pate in elections to the so-called North-East Provincial
Council in order to establish its status that LTTE alone rep-
resents the Tamils and to demonstrate to the world at large
that it commands the allegiance and support of the people.
To my mind elections at this stage are a trap, very much like
Jayewardene’s cunning proposal for a referendum on the
merger of the Northern and Eastern Provinces. Both the
provincial council elections and the referendum are fraught
with dangerous possibilities leading to disastrous conse-
quences to the Tamil Eelam cause, possibly even undoing all
the gains thus far made through much sacrifice. To under-
stand its potential for danger fully, one has only to recall the
famous blunder which an inexperienced but arrogantly self-
confident Jawaharlal Nehru committed in 1947 with regard
to Kashmir. I vividly remember the nonchalance with which
he spurned the advice of the more sagacious Vallabhai Patel
when Pakistan invaded Kashmir that year using ‘unofficial’
raiders and took the matter to the United Nations. Then,
under pressure from the UN and faced with no other way to
secure a cease-fire, which he so desperately wanted, he fooi-
ishly pledged his word and committed India to hold a plebi-
scite to ascertain the wishes of the Kashmir people whether
they wanted Kashmir to join Pakistan, or to join India, or to
remain as an independent state. This is a Himalayan blunder
which has haunted every successive government in New
Delhi since 1947, and has come to rule the roost even to the
present day. You can see in the currently ongoing Kashmir
crisis how India is hard put to wriggle out of it and how it
affects India’s credibility. I wish to God that the LTTE will
have the wisdom and courage to steer clear of any similar
commitments.

The recent defeat of Daniel Ortega of Nicaragua is a
parallel and comparable case from which LTTE should not
fail to learn a lesson, a lesson which is very persuasive and
compelling. Daniel Ortega did not foresee that American
money would be poured into Nicaragua’s election process or
that it could influence the hardened and committed San-
danistas to turn against him. But it did. Can you imagine to
what lengths India (and its RAW) would not go if only they
could discredit the LTTE? Do you have any doubts that they
will pour millions and crores of rupees into the Muslim part
and the poor sectors of the Eastern Province? Not only In-
dia. The gem rich Alutgama-Beruwala-Galle Muslim power,
which is very active in the UNP-SLFP echelons in Colombo,
may be depended upon to shower their combined wealth on
the Muslims of the EP. The point I am trying to make is,

. nobody should make plans to contest elections in the EP in
the hope that Muslims would stand by us.

In my reading of history I have yet to come across a
single instance when a liberation army fighting for the free-
dom of its people takes upon itself the onus, or the necessity,
to prove to the world through the mechanism of popular
elections that it has the support of the people.

I am also anxious that the blame for any failure of the
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negotiations now going on should not be laid at LTTE’s
door, now that they have agreed to sit down and talk. At the
same time they should not walk into a cunningly laid trap or
play into the hands of our enemies. Nor should Prabaharan
leave his headquarters or go anywhere near these talks (poor
Rohana Wijeweera!). 1 hope its leadership will not commit
the same mistake which Jawaharlal Nehru and Daniel Ortega

committed and lived to regret itater.. - = - . "

KILLINGS MUST STOP

Rajendram, Colombo

We have read of the killing of Sam Tambimuttu and
his wife recently. It is said that he was to submit a list of
people whom the LTTE has killed since the IPKF left Sri
Lanka to the Amnesty International and other non-govern-
mental organisations. It is also a known fact that Sam Tam-
bimuttu was highly critical of the LTTE. I do not support
the actions of Sam, but is killing the only way out ?

When the Sri Lankan forces and the IPKF killed the
Tamils, the Tamil expatriate community the world over
raised their voices to be heard even at the UN Human Rights
Commission. Now over 600 Tamils are said to have been

killed and there is no one to raise the issue or even to protest
1

It is the Tamil expatriate community that helped the
Tamil struggle from outside. They have a duty to see that at
least there are no more killings of Tamils by Tamils. I hope
Tamil International is independent enough to publish this let-
ter.

VADAMARADCHI WAS NOT LOST

Navamany, Kankesanturai

Anton Balasingam of the LTTE is reported to have
said that the LTTE lost Vadamaradchi because of false infor-
mation the RAW passed on to the LTTE. Had J R Jaye-
wardene succeeded in Vadamaradchi, he would not have in-
vited India to send in their troops.

What made Anton to say that the LTTE lost Vadam-
aradchi ? Is he not aware of the shock-wave that was caused
by the great martyrs Miller and Kamal ? May I refer him to
page 15 of TVI Vol 2 No 14 of Ist September 1989 - to
quote ‘“The helplessness led to Jayewardene’s surrender of
Sri Lankan soil to the Indian Forces... ". The spokesman
turned tactician should not disgrace the martyrs, our great
leader Prabaharan and our struggle.

_FATHER OF THE MOVEMENT

K Paramothayan, London

Your report on page 24 of 1st April issue refers to me
as ‘‘ father of the Co-operative movement..””. I must say
that it is totally inaccurate. I was not even born when the
Co-operative Movement started in 1911 and in my thesis [
have paid special tribute to the late C Ragunathan and V
Veerasingam as the real ‘‘Fathers’ of the Co-operative
Movement in Jaffna. They were the real pioneers.
Perhaps you could publish a small correction. Thanks very
much for your good service.
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EDITORIAL

BEING ALERT TOWARDS
DISINFORMATION

The euphoria of capturing power through the ballot in multi-party de-
mocracies such as Sri Lanka and India carries with it its own price : those
who succeed to power also inherit the legacies of the past. One has to
empathise with President Premadasa and Prime Minister V P Singh; what
they both inherited were mostly bad legacies left behind by theirimmediate
predecessors in office. While Mr Premadasa has been successful till now
in clearing part of the 11-year mess left behind by Mr Jayewardene, the
same unfortunately cannot be said for Mr V P Singh.

Given the fact that India with its huge land mass and population, with
several nationalities welded together under one political roof, is probably
the most ungovernable democracy in the world, it is perhaps too much to
expect major changes from any incoming government. Given also the fact
that unlike in Sri Lanka effective power lies with an entrenched bureauc-
racy than with politicians, speedy turns in policies cannot be expected. It
is bad enough when the bureaucrats who are merely the instruments of
governance become dictators of policy, but when an Intelligence outfit like
Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) begins to manipulate the process of
information it makes a mockery of the very idea of a Free Press - a valuable
ingredient in any democracy.

Neither the Sri Lankan Press nor the Indian (mostly) came out hon-
ourably in their reporting on Eelam Tamil issues. Sections of the Colombo
Press are not reconciled yet to President Premadasa’s approaches
towards the Tamil question, particularly on what they consider his accom-
modative policy towards the LTTE. In India, what is worse is the wide-
spread suspicion that RAW has been planting “stories” with the help of
obliging editors and reporters in order to wean away popular sympathy
towards the Eelam Tamil cause. Where they failed to suppress Eelam
Tamil nationalism through cloak and dagger methods on Eelam Tamil soll,
they now resort to a continuous campaign of disinformation through the
Indian media.

The most audacious attempt at disinformation was of course the
widely circulated story of the killing of Prabaharan last year. One Tamil
daily in Madras (the Dinamalar) even ran a 2-page report giving a blow-by-
blow account of how Prabaharan’s deputy Mahendrarajah (Mahathaya)
had killed his leader in a shoot-out, how the LTTE leader’s ashes were
being brought to Jaffna, giving specific names of little-known locations in
Vavuniya jungles. Such knowledge of place names in the north could not
have been available to that particular newspaper unless they were
furnished by an outside agency which had direct knowledge of the northern
topography. But such is the power of the printed word that there are still
weak-minded readers in India who are unable to disbelieve that fabricated
concoction despite all evidence to the contrary. One does not have to like
Mr Prabaharan in order to feel angry overbeing cheated by
false information. But it is the fallibility of the human mind that it believes
what it likes to believe. This has been the case of some Eelam Tamil
expatriates too.

It is time that all Eelam Tamils become alert to this process of
disinformation. If they become prey to it, wittingly or unwittingly, they
would end up as self-deceivers and unhappy human beings.
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SAM TAMBIMUTTU MURDERED

Mr Sam Tambimuttu, MP (EPRLF)
for Batticaloa was shot dead at 1.30 pm
on May 7. Mr Tambimuttu’s car was
intercepted by unidentified gunmen on
motor-cycles at the gates of the Canadian
High Commission in Colombo and sprayed
with bullets at close range. His wife Kala
who was severely wounded died a few
days later.

In the period prior to the Indo-
Lanka peace accord, Tambimuttu actively
campaigned against the repressive ac-
tions of the Sri Lankan security forces.
As the chairman of the Citizens’ Com-
mittee of Batticaloa he spent a great deal
of his time documenting cases of human
rights violations and organising relief to
families made destitute by the murder or
incarceration of their breadwinners.
Tambimuttu continued to condemn Tiger
excesses, and to defend India’s involve-
ment. He also denounced his own party
when it tried to prop up its crumbling
power by pressganging young boys intoa
ragbag Tamil National Army. He knew,

From our Colombo Correspondent

as the survivor of at least two previous
murder bids, that the Tigers would never
forgive his criticism.

On May 7, the couple had gone to
the Canadian High Commission to ar-
range a visa for a trip to Britain, USA and
Canada. He intended to present Am-
nesty International with a list of the Ti-
gers’ latest victims.

Three youths were reported to have
fled the scene immediately after the
shooting. About 150 Tamil youths living
in boarding houses in Colombo were
arrested and questioned in connection
with the shooting. The EPRLF blamed
the LTTE for the shooting. The LTTE
has denied any involvement. Campaign
for Democracy and Justice in Sri Lanka,
in a leaflet issued in London, accuses
President Premadasa:

““.Since the newspapers had al-
ready alerted everyone that an LTTE
death squard was operating in Colombo,

the Sri Lankan Government cannot plead
ignorance. Moreover, with constant army
road blocks and surveillance operations
by the police and army, is it possible for
the LTTE killers with automatic weapons
to operate freely in the heart of Colombo
? The collaboration of the government or
at least their tacit co-operation seems
obvious. The government of Mr Prema-
dasa has violated every norm of decency
and rule of law and has established a
ruthless and tyrannical regime. It has
created death squads in order to elimi-
nate opposition political activists in the
South, and profited from the elimination
of Tamil human and democratic rights
activists by the LTTE.”’

Mr Sam Tambimuttu had been
having links with Indian Intelligence high-
ups and bureaucrats of the South Block in
Delhi even before the Rajiv Gandhi -
Jayewardene accord was signed, accord-
ing to knowledgeable sources reporting
from Colombo.

FIGHTING WITH WORDS!

1977 ¢“If you want to fight let there be a fight. If you want
peace let there be peace....”” (Prolonged applause)

* * *

1987 “‘The Government has decided to completely destroy

1979

1983

- Prime Minister Junius Richard Jayewardene

in Parliament on 18th August 1977, while the

anti-Tamil riots were going on in the country.

* * * *

““It will be your duty to eliminate in accordance with
the laws of the land the menace of terrorism in all its
forms from the island, and more especially from the
Jaffna district. I will place at your disposal all
resources of the state... The task is to be performed
by you and completed before the 31st December
1979".

- President Jayewardene in a Special Decree

issued to the then Army Chief of Staff Brigadier,

T1 (“‘Bull’’) Weeratunga, on 14th July 1979.

* * * *

‘I am not worried about the Jaffna people now... We
cannot think of them, not about their lives, nor of
their opinion about us... ¢
- President Jayewardene talking to lan Ward of
the Daily Telegraph, London, July 10, 1983
(two weeks before the riots began in Colombo)

1987

1988

all the terrorist camps in the Jaffna peninsula’’.
- Gamini Dissanayake, Land Development
Minister in the Sri Lankan Parliament.
The Independent, London, April 24, 1987.

* * * *

““We have decided to fight them and that will go on
until they win or we win.... We have taken three or
four years to get ready.... Everything must be put into
winning this war, if I may call it a war”’.

- President Jayewardene. The Independent,

London, May 28, 1987.

* * * *

“In Jaffna, the LTTE was fighting for its political
survival. In the east, they are fighting only for their
military survival”’.

- Lt Gen A S Kalkat, GOC, Land Forces,

IPKF, talking to Indian journalist Anita Pratap.-

Sunday Times, Colombo, June 26, 1988

( TI readers please note that none of the authors of the above quotes are

anywhere near the scene of action now!)
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“BARKIS IS WILLING....”

The Sri Lankan Plantation Indus-
tries Minister Ranjan Wijeratne at a re-
cent press conference has said that he “‘is
willing’’, willing of course to speak to

the EPRLF provided talks are uncondi- '
tional. The EPRLF grasped the opportu-
nity because they have nothing to lose !

but the Provincial Council. The talks are
due in May. Minister Hameed was to

join but appears to have developed sec- -

ond thoughts.

An EPRLF MP has gone to Orissa
to talk to Comrade Padmanabha. Re-
cently a foreign correspondent reported
that Padmanabha sports a beard and car-
ries a Lenin badge on his shirt lapel -
characteristics of a communist! The
CHRISTIAN WORKER of 1988, 4th
Quarter, published a report from the
‘“‘University Teachers for Human Rights
(Jaffna)’’. This contains an excerpt from
a letter by a breakaway EPRLF group,
which states,

"Dear Leader Comrade Padmanabha,

In your thirst for a rational form of poli-
tics and in your desire to build up the
EPRLF as an organisation to articulate it,
you used toroam Tamil Nadu, suitcase in
hand, sleeping on the streets. What are

you doing now when the very people for !
whose benefit you built up this organisa- .

tion spit upon it? Have you accepted this
line....”"

Sinhalese racialists, of whom there

are many in all classes, believe that the

EPRLF and the PLOTE have some back-
ing among the Sinhalese because of their
communist jargon which speaks of the
unity of workers and peasants and so on.
They believe that the Tigers are blood-
thirsty terrorists (not subversives, this
description is reserved for the JVP by the
Colombo media and politicians!). You
use the word *‘Comrade’’, sport a beard
and use communist jargon, even Moscow
falls for it, leave alone the assorted Com-
munist groups all over.

The Indian groups are also sup-
posed to have entered the ‘‘democratic
process’’. The following from a report
by the Sri Lankan Commissioner of Elec-
tions, Chandrananda de Silva, should
silence anybody talking about the so-

Ram - Jaffna

to the North and East Provincial Council |
elections in the report on the PC elections
the Commissioner has observed thatonly '
the EPRLF handed over nomination papers
in respect of five districts in the North.
Questions had been raised whether any-
one else who wished to hand over nomi-
nations could have managed to do so
without the assistance of the [PKF. *‘It
has to be accepted that since people had
to filter through the security cover of the
IPKF, the movement of the people and
the political leadership may not have
been freely available... If anyone claims
that the necessary freedom to exercise
the right to submit nomination did not
prevail, it cannot be denied.... The elec-
tionto the Northern and Eastern Province .
will go down in history as an election that
was wholly manned by.... one-man poll-
ing stations.... In the Eastern Province
some of the officers of the IPKF had
brought lists of persons (not registered
electors) signed by the Grama Seva
Niladhari and insisted that they be issued
ballot papers to vote while in some in-
stances the [IPKF and armed men (who
are they? Question mine) had prevented
the closing of the vote and in such polling
stations voting nad continued beyond the
statutary hours.’” This is the NEPC that
JR-Dixit-Kalkat-Rajiv built!

called ‘‘democratic process’’. Referring ‘

If the Ranjan talks succeed, the
“legally constituted”” NEPC will start
functioning. The Sri Lankan army will
have to prop it. Where does the LTTE fit
in? Whither bound Sri Lanka?

What do Ranjan and Shahul Hameed |
feel about the LTTE? When told of the
popular talk in Jaffna that the Tigers

should not give up their guns, Mr Wijer-
atne said, **What? Do they like the con-
tinuance of gun culture? Do they like ex-
tortions to continue?’’ Peace broker Shahul
Hameed told parliament recently that the
LTTE were a bunch of fighters and it
would take some time for them to trans-
form themselves.

In David Copperfield, the carrier
Barkis falls in love with Pegotty, David’s
nurse. Barkis wanted David to tell Pe-
gotty “*That Barkis is willing.”” **Thatis
the message’’. repeated Barkis. The in-
nocent boy conveyed it and they did
marry.

Ranjantoois willing. What will be
the outcome?

MATRIMONIAL

Hindu Tamil parents seek response
from well qualified young men aged 30 -
35 for well educated caughter, perma-
nent resident in the USA. Reply to: Mat.
3/190. c/o Tamil International.

* ok ok ok

Alliance sought by uncle for Hindu
Tamil niece, well educated US perma-
nent resident from prospective qualified
partners aged 28 - 33. Reply Mat. 4/190,
c/o Tamil International.

L I
Uncle looking for partners for his
nephew, Chartered Civil Engineer (Lon-
don), 38 years and his neice, B.Sc Dip in
Ed.. 33 years. Highly respectable family
inJaffna. Reply to: Mat. 5/190, c/o Tamil

International

ALL | SEND
- %M"Y PLmE KEEPING
- FORCE ?

WrAT ABOYT

&) N~ SECRET AGNT
R#2 HAMEED >
et

A,
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OUR LITERARY
HERITAGE

NAALADIYAAR
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““Though innocent in intent, per-

sons will be despised on account of

their bad company. In the forest both
the fragrant sandal and the vengai tree
will be burnt when the brush wood
which has been cut takes fire’’ (Trans-
lation)

“Tell me who your friend is, I
will tell you who you are’’ is a prover-
bial saying. If we grant that there is
sense in what this says then it is safe to
presume that the saying presupposes
that we learn, good or bad, construc-
tive or destructive, through imitation.

Modern educationists say that
learning is nothing but imitation. A
child which is incapable of imitating
never learns. A child who is deaf or
blind is incapable of imitating and
therefore never learns. Medical history
tells us that a majority of children who
are mute have been found to be deaf.

Now to the couplet under consid-
eration. As we learn through imitation,
the quality of our learning depends on
the person whom we imitate. If the
person we imitate is a person of exem-
plary character, then we imbibe and
acquire the good qualities of that per-
son. On the contrary, if the person
whom we imitate is not a person wor-
thy of emulation, then we copy his no-
torious characteristics.

We can imitate only people who
are close to us. It is not easy to imitate
people who are far away from us. If
the people who are near and close to us
are good then we will naturally imitate
them and acquire good qualities. If the
near ones are bad, then we will be
forced to imitate and to imbibe their
bad qualities.

From this it follows that we
should be careful in the selection of
people. If the selection is bad then we
are doomed. But there can be excep-
tions also. Let me illustrate. How a
person will be is determined by two

things; one is nature and the other is
nurture; it is said that nature contrib-
utes 50% and nurture the other 50% of
the make-up of a person. Perhaps this
is true; and perhaps this is not very
true. In certain instances the nature of
a person is such that nurture is unable
to overshadow nature. In such cases a
person who is naturally good remains
good and grows good in spite of his
nurturing in bad company. Also there
are instances where a person who is by
nature notorious and wicked remains
so in spite of being nurtured in the
company of noble and virtuous people.
The verse that is taken up for interpre-
tation says that the way of the world is
such that even a good natured person
will be despised and branded as wicked
if that good natured person is found
mixing and mingling with socially un-
acceptable people. Naaladiyaar ex-
plains how this is so by citing a natural
phenomenon which is observable in
day to day life. In the forest when the
brushwood which has been cut takes
fire the fire burns the vengai tree also
and no one feels sorry about it. But
vengai tree is not the only tree that
burns. Even the fragrant sandal which
no one wants to be destroyed also gets
burned. The only sin on the part of the
sandal is that it had grown in the midst
of bush and vengai trees.

by S Sriskandarajah

Likewise good and innocent
people are also spurned, despised and
castigated by the great, if found in the
company of vicious people. We there-
fore have to be very wary in the selec-
tion of friends. We are judged by the
company we keep. In the Mahabhara-
tha, Karna the eidest son of Kunti, and
the eldest brother of the Pandavas, was
a personification of generosity and an
embodiment of virtue. But he was be-
friended selfishly by Duryodhana and
he happened to be in his company and
in the midst of people like Sakuni.
The virtuous Karna’s association with
people like Sakuni and Duryodhana
could not change his intrinsic nature
though wicked nurture at times tried to
overshadow his unyielding good na-
ture. Because of that Karna has all
along been perceived as a wicked per-
son. Even Vidura the personification
of justice and fair play could not re-
frain from branding Karna as wicked.
Such is the force of the company one
keeps.

It would be well if the youthful
Tamil refugees, who have flocked into
this country in their prime. bear this in
mind and act accordingly. If they fail
in their initial selection of friends, they
are doomed; once bogged down and
trapped, retrieval would be a Hercu-
lean task.

R D Ratnasingham
N Krishnarajah

Vijaya Ratnasingham, Associate

Tele: 081 - 574 6303

KRISH RATNA & CO
SOLICITORS & ADMINISTRATORS OF OATHS

Specialists in
Residential & Commercial Conveyancing
Criminal & Civil Litigation
Immigration & Matrimonial matters

V N Navaratnam, LL.B Consultant

61 A/2, Kings Street
Southall
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Fax : 081 - 574 1096
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DEVELOPMENT OF VIABLE DAIRY INDUSTRY

PREAMBLE

The development strategy to be
pursued in Eelam would to a large ex-
tent be determined by the nature of the
political and economic relationship she
has with the rest of present day Sri
Lanka. This paper is written on the
assumption that Eelam would be able
to pursue an independent developmen-
tal strategy and maintain a mutually
beneficial trade relationship with the

rest of Sri Lanka, irrespective of the

nature of political relationship that
could evolve.

The other factor that could have
a bearing on the development strategy
to be pursued in Eelam is the political
philosophy that would be adopted by
the government. Once again this paper
assumes that the government of Eelam
will adopt an imaginative and vigorous
policy aimed at creating wealth, while
pursuing the goal of social justice.

In the above context, it is appro-
priate to cite a recent article titled,
“‘Retreat from Socialism” by B K
Nehru in the Ilustrated Weekly of In-
dia (Feb 19, 1990). In the light of re-
cent developments in the Soviet Union
and Eastern Europe, one cannot but

agree with B K Nehru when he states, |
"The mistake of socialism has been |

the attempt at equal distribution be-
fore wealth has ever been created".
He further states, ‘‘The fundamental
weakness of socialism lies first in its
refusal to recognise the incredible
strength of the human instinct of greed
and secondly in its belief that social
justice necessarily requires economic
equality”’. All successful economies in
the modern world have exploited and
channelled the greed (the strong desire

to obtain a lot more than what is
needed, especially food, money or
power) that is inherent in every human

being to create national wealth and
have concurrently evolved systems to
bring about social justice, utilising the
surplus wealth that had become avail-
able. Eelam no doubt would pursue a
similar path, instead of experimenting
with systems that have been abysmal
failures in much of the so called devel-
oping countries.

by R Narendran, B.V.Sc, M.S¢,Ph.D.

INTRODUCTION

The market value of powdered
milk sold in Sri Lanka in 1988 was Rs
628 million. We are a nation support-
ing and sustaining employment and
profitability in the dairy sector of milk
product exporting countries at the ex-
pense of our hard earned foreign ex-
change resources, national develop-
ment and national self reliance.

A MODERN DAIRY
INDUSTRY

A dairy industry by definition en-
compasses all activities centred around
milk-producing animals such as dairy
cattle, buffaloes and goats. This paper
will exclusively deal with the industry
centred around the dairy cow. A mod-
ern dairy industry based on the dairy
cow is no longer sustainable as a cot-
tage industry where individual cows or
at most 10 - 15 cows are maintained in
household backyards or farmsteads
scattered across a wide area.

ORGANISING A MODERN DAIRY
INDUSTRY

1. An ‘‘Agricultural Develop-
ment Fund™ should be set up to mobi-
lise the capital requirements for agri-
cultural development. including dairy
development.

2. An ‘‘Agricultural Develop-
ment Lottery’’ should be run weekly to
generate capital for the Agricultural
Development Fund.

3. All foreign aid for agricultural
development should be channelled
through the Agricultural Development
Fund.

4. Foreign Aid to finance the im-
ported components needed along with
Rupee capital for local procurable
components should be mobilised to ini-
tially set up a 300 - 500 milking cow
model dairy farm in each district.
These farms should include facilities
for housing, milking and milk process-
ing, in addition to feed milling equip-
ment to effectively utilise agricultural
by-products and other locally available
ingredients.  Each of these farms

should have sufficient land area re-
served for cultivation of forage crops.

The aid-giving countries or agen-
cies should be committed to providing
pre-agreed support especially with re-
gard to semen, machinery and spare-
part imports, and specialised training,
for a fixed period after the farms are
established.

5. A large Feed Mill should be
established, once again with foreign
aid plus local financing, in a central-
ised location.

6. The proceeds from the sale of
shares and government share of profits
from the different farms and the feed
mill should be ploughed back into the
Agricultural Development Fund.

7. The model farms and the Feed
Mill should be exempted from taxation
for a period of five years.

8. Free land, soft loans, tax holi-
days, and import duty and foreign ex-
change concessions should be provided
to individuals or groups willing to es-
tablish other modern dairy farms, for-
age production units. feed mills. semen
production units and other ancillary
support services. Surplus animals from
the model farms should be sold
through the agency of the Agricultural
Development Fund to newer farms to
form part of their nuclear stock.

9. An expert panel should be set
up to establish priority areas for the
disbursement of governmental support.
with the priorities being periodically
reviewed in keeping with the unfolding
developmental pattern.

10. Universities in Eelam should
be provided with funds to embark on
research that would help resolve the
problems facing the local dairy indus-
try and provide the necessary exten-
sion services.

I'1. The Government Ministry of
Agriculture should organise facilities
for vaccine production, feed and soil
analysis and animal-health-related
laboratory services.

12. The Government Ministry of
Agriculture should also set up facilities
for monitoring quality control and
health standards in these farms and en-
force strict standards in the dairy in-
dustry.

continued on page 20
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MEDIA EXCERPTS

PREMADASA
PREPARES TO
MEET TIGERS

President Premadasa of Sri
Lanka may soon hold a meeting with
Mr Velupillai Prabaharan, the para-
mount leader of the secessionist Tamil
Tigers group which, analysts say, has
scaled back its demands for a separate
State in the north and east of this tropi-
cal island.

He seems prepared to meet the
Tamils more than half way, diplomats
here say. “Premadasa is ready to give
the Tigers so much autonomy it may
almost be like Eelam (a separate Tamil
State)”, said one. “The Tigers may
control everything on their turf except
foreign affairs, the army and the po-
lice. In this way Eelam will not be
accomplished but it will be approxi-
mated.”

Mr Premadasa is likely to do
well in future talks with the tough and
ruthless Tiger chieftain, Mr Praba-
haran. The Tigers’ chief spokesman,
Mr Anton Balasingham, told The Aus-
tralian: “We trust Premadasa and we
appreciate his radical approach to the
Tamil problem.” Another diplomat
said they (Mr Premadasa and Mr Pra-
baharan) are both bulldozers and come
from the same background. “They
should be able to do business to-
gether.” Other compliments were
similarly backhanded. .

“He (Mr Premadasa) is a vain,
harsh, decisive leader and a dedicated
professional politician from his toe-
nails upwards”, said one Western dip-
lomat who has observed him at close
quarters. "He is the closest thing they
have here in this country to a political
boss.”

Critics say he has surrounded
himself with cronies rather than advis-
ers; that he does not like being advised
or questioned and will sometimes
slight one of his ministers in public
just to show he is boss.

But the President’s humble ori-
gins have earned him the liking and re-
spect of much of the working class and
the rural peasants. These sentiments

grew when he recently ordered his
ministers to reduce the number of per-
sonal bodyguards they allowed them-
selves saying some ministers, when
they travelled, had up to a dozen back-
up security vehicles. [Courtesy: The
Sunday Observer, Sri Lanka - May 13,
1990]

HAMEED ON THE
HIGH WIRE

The third ‘war’ in Sri Lanka’s
several, multi-faceted political-military
conflicts, is also the oldest - the Eelam
or Tiger war. The LTTE is talking to
the president having agreed to a ‘cessa-
tion of hostilities’ with the Sri Lanka
Army - a diplomatic move than a mili-
tary triumph; half a victory in what is
also a high-risk, probably very danger-
ous venture.

Judging each element in a
tangled situation correctly, the LTTE
leadership has played the game with
exceptional skill. For well over a dec-
ade, an entire Tamil generation has
fought, died or lived in the jungle.
And that means that the average Jaffna
family had gone from war to war,
knowing little peace, enjoying no
physical or economic security. So
much so, thousands of families have
found refuge somewhere, legally or il-
legally.

Few communities have survived
such hardships for so long a period.
Since every Tamil is not a militant, nor
every youth a ‘Tiger’, the pressure for
peace, or at least a respite from endless
wars, must be extremely strong. The
LTTE must know that; must surely feel
that. It is a guerrilla army. And much
more than regular armies, the guerrilla
cannot alienate the people. The fish
cannot drain the water in which it
survived and swam quite freely. The
people of the peninsula, the Tamil
heartland, stood by the LTTE, as the
IPKF learnt to its bitter cost. The
people crave for peace, the ‘Tiger’
needs a breather. But not at any price.

In war, regular or unconven-
tional, the decision on laying down of
weapons is of course the moment of
truth. To lay down arms does not
mean a surrender, if there is no winner
or loser. Nor does it mean handing
over ALL weapons. This is an unusual
situation. An essential part of the

devolution exercise is “safety and se-
curity” of the Tamils i.e. a provincial
police force. But with what powers?
How is it integrated into the Sri
Lankan structure? A Tamil superinten-
dent of police (a former LTTE area
commander?) would supervise police
stations that have armouries. With
what type of weapons? And what of
the LTTE’s heavy weapons, the artil-
lery pieces, which armies, not police
forces, need?

In the end, it is a question of
trust. The LTTE, and indeed all Tamil
parties, do not trust Colombo, this or
any other administration. To them, the
history of the Tamil problem is a his-
tory of betrayal; of pledges made and
broken; of agreements signed and
sealed and torn up - both UNP and
SLFP. Thus, a legacy of distrust. Un-
til this distrust is progressively erased,
no firm accord will be reached. This is
Mr Hameed’s job, as top negotiator.

There is another, not so easily
discernible or definable factor. If any
incident, in the North-east, creates a
highly charged situation in the South,
the talks will break down. More. The
stability of the Premadasa regime may
be threatened. What turn will events
take then? It is this incalculable that
the LTTE must include in its calcula-
tions. Hameed’s high-wire diplomacy
has radically altered the calculus of
risks. For the rest, it’s the old story -
land-mines all along the path to peace:
north-east council polls, 6th Amend-
ment, merger, referendum etc. [Cour-
tesy: Lanka Guardian, May 1, 1990]
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While Sri Lanka had met all her obli-
gations under the accord, except for
the holding of the referendum, India
had not fulfilled her part of the bar-
gain. We are still in square one with
the Tamil National Army cadres and
the LTTE continuing to carry arms.
India was expected to disarm the mili-
tants in 72 hours, but she stayed on for
27 months and did not fulfil her mis-
sion.

The Accord had spelt out that the repa-
triation of Indian citizenship holders
and Sri Lankan refugees in India had
to take place concurrently. “If India
wants to violate agreements she can do
s0, but I don’t think she will”, said the
minister on the question of repatriation
expected to commence as soon as the
ferry service becomes operative. The
minister’s position is that since India
accepted the refugees it was her re-
sponsibility to convince them to return
home.

TAMIL AT THE PALACE

Mr Norman Armstrong, a Tamil, who
heads a successful cleaning company
nas been awarded a tender to clean the
Buckingham Palace this year. This
contract is one of 300 blue chips that
Norman’s ‘Climax Cleaning Co. Ltd,’
now handles. Norman has almost 700
people working for him. He uses the
most up to date management methods
to keep his clients happy. Norman ar-
rived in UK almost 22 years ago as a
student. To find pocket money Nor-
man had done part time work as a car
park attendant where he had occasion-
ally to wash cars belonging to custom-
ers. Norman, like most other Lankans,
hopes to lay down his bones in Sri
Lanka some day. At present he hopes
to start a few industries “not with the
idea of making more money but to
help his mother country” he says. He
has his office in Neasden, London.

EROS MP RESIGNS

EROS MP Mr S Sivamaharajah has re-
signed from parliament. In his letter of
resignation to the Speaker he has cited
personal reasons as grounds for his res-
ignation.

TIGERS RECOGNISED

Lexicographers have recognized the
Tigers. The Oxford Paperback diction-
ary (New Expanded Edition), Reprint
1989 with 4,000 new entries defines:
Tiger (n) - A large Asian animal of the
cat family with yellow and black
stripes. Tigers (pl.n.) - A Tamil mili-
tant organisation in Sri Lanka seeking

independence for their community.
POLICEMEN DISMISSED

Six policemen formerly of the Veeran-
agar police station at Trincomalee
were dismissed after an inquiry into an
alleged row between police and villag-
ers. The police station had to be
closed after the incident. Two other
policemen of Serunuwara police sta-
tion were also dismissed over a similar
incident.

TRANQUILIZER
INJECTIONS
ON ASYLUM SEEKER

Tranquilizer injections are admini-
stered on some repatriates by Canadian
Emigration. The Minister concerned
defended the practice and claimed that
there was no way of sending back per-
sons whose asylum claims were re-
jected and who turned boisterous at the
airport.

LTTE WILL NOT STAND BY
AND WATCH

Karikalan, a high-ranking member of
the LTTE has declared that the LTTE
will not stand by and watch the devel-
opment of a situation when a section of
Tamils would be forcebly sent back to
India or otherwise subjected to repres-
sion. He made the statement when he
addressed a media conference in
Jaffna. “If the Tamils working on tea
and rubber estates in Sri Lanka want to
settle in the North-East Province, our
organisation is ready to help them. We
are ready to provide the necessary fa-
cilities” Karikalan said.

A successful general strike (Hartal)
was launched by the PFLT on May 21
in the North-East in support of the
plantation Tamils. The NE came to a
stand-still. ~ All shops, schools, govern-
ment and private offices were closed.
All public and private transport were
stopped. A statement issued from the
PFLT headquarters condemned the Sri
Lankan government efforts to deport
unilaterally over 100,000 plantation
Tamils to India without their consent.
“From last week onwards the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka is engaged in sup-
pressing the protests against the depor-
tation by using brutal military force.
Several people have been assaulted by
the police and several youths have dis-
appeared after arrests by the police.
Sri Lankan Government while preach-
ing peace, compromise and dialogue is
engaged in ruthless oppression of the
Tamil speaking people in the planta-
tion areas” the statement added.

The statement further said that
the PFLT high command was contem-
plating further moves in order to put
pressure on the Government of Sri
Lanka to cancel the inhuman plan of
deporting the plantation Tamils who
have lived and worked for over 150
years for the island’s prosperity.

ESTATE WORKERS STRIKE

Around 600 plantation workers from
two estates in Talawakelle have re-
sorted to strike action to protest against
the arrest of Upcountry People’s Front
(ULF) leader P Chandrasekeram, who
was now being held under Emergency
Regulations. According to Inspector
General of Police, Ernest Perera, Mr
Chandrasekeram was arrested by the
Talawakelle police on the basis of a
statement made to the Nuwara Eliya
police by a youth who was appre-
hended with a sterling sub-machine
gun.

HUNGER STRIKE IN INDIA

More than 100 Sri Lankan Tamils im-
prisoned in a southern Indian jail have
launched a hunger strike demanding
freedom. The 109 prisoners have
threatened to commit suicide if they
were force-fed. The protesters aged
between 20 and 30 want to be set free
or moved to refugee camps. Mean-
while an EPRLF spokesman in Madras
urged the Tamil Nadu state govern-
ment to free the prisoners on humani-
tarian grounds and move them to refu-
gee camps.

LTTE - COLOMBO
RELATIONS DETERIORATE

The Sri Lankan Government
and the LTTE held their second
round of talks in the month of May
on the 28th amid growing concern
that relations between the two sides
are deteriorating. The head of the
government delegation, the Justice
Minister, Shaul Hameed, said the
government was exploring every
possibility and wanted to find a way
to comply with the Tigers’ two main
demands - the repeal of the sixth
amendment to the constitution and
the dissolution of the North-East
Provincial Council.

The LTTE delegation empha-
sised that both conditions would
have to be met before the Tigers
would enter the political main-
stream. There have been persistent
reports that both sides are reinforc-
ing their military positions.
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[( SRI LANKAN NEWS )

SUNDAY TIMES EDITOR
RESIGNS

Mr Vijitha Yapa, the dynamic
editor of The Sunday Times, had be-
come the latest victim of the govern-
ment’s strong-arm tactics to muzzle the
national press into submission. Mr
Yapa, who resigned on May 7, refused
to speak about the reasons behind his
sudden exit. His only response to re-
peated questions was, ‘‘I believe in the
freedom of the press’’. It is obvious to
the readers of The Sunday Times that
the owner of the publication, Mr
Ranjith Wijewardene, had, after pub-
lishing a story, gone out of his way to
placate the government. Some of the
editorials in recent weeks would have
made it possible for any self-respecting
editor not to resign.

U S LOSES INTEREST
INV O A TRANSMITTER ?

Washington is no longer inter-
ested in proceeding with the setting up
of an expanded Voice of America
transmitting facility in Sri Lanka,
though the US is paying lease rent for
the site of the transmitting station near
Puttalam on the north-western coast.
Reporting this, the Far Eastern Eco-
nomic Review is a recent issue says:
““The waning interest in setting up this
station, which is regarded with suspi-
cion by India, and has been a bone of
contention, has been verbally conveyed
to Colombo but the promised written
follow-up has not materialised’’.

CHANDRIKA BACK IN
LONDON

Mrs Chandrika Kumaranatunga
who returned to Sri Lanka recently af-
ter a prolonged sojourn in Britain is
now back again in London. A spokes-
man for the SLMP (V) said in
Colombo that she would return after
two months to take up permanent resi-
dence in Sri Lanka.

RED CARPET FOR JAPAN’S
PM

Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki
Kaifu with his wife arrived in Colombo
on May 3 for a one day visit to Sri
Lanka. The visit was part of a five-
nation South Asian tour. After talks
with.the Lankan President and Minis-
ters, the Japanese Premier agreed to
send a high level mission to Sri Lanka
to study Japan - Sri Lanka collabora-
tion in industrial development. Mr
Kaifu pledged to support a nutritional
improvement programme with 300
million yen.

five years.
HELICOPTER CRASH

A helicopter of the Lankan Air
Force crashed near Habarana on May 5
killing all six airmen on board. The
helicopter was on a mission tracking
gunmen who had robbed tourists at
Sigiriya the previous night.

IRAN ASSURED

An Iranian delegation visiting Sri
Lanka was assured by Minister
Hameed that the government’s overall
political settlement would take into
consideration the safty of all ethnic
groups and also would consider the re-
ligious, cultural and social interests of
all communities.

RONNIE DE MEL
CRIMINAL BREACH OF
TRUST

A criminal breach of trust case
has been filed against the former Fi-
nance Minister Mr Ronnie de Mel. It
concerns the alleged misappropriation
of a sum of Rs 889,189.50 entrusted to
him on 15.1.1987. This is the second

He also pledged US $ |
230,000 for the presentation of |
Kandy’s cultural heritage. The Prime |
Minister also announced that Japan |
would train Asian youths over the next i

misappropriation case filed against the
former Minister now living abroad.

LANKANS DIE IN
‘DOWN UNDER’

Lalini (42) and Lakshman (55)
Jayawardana, who worked at the State
Bank of Victoria and the Pacific Bev-
erage Company respectively, were on
their way to pick up their 13 year old
daughter Tanya, when a motor acci-
dent snuffed out their lives. The time
was about 1 p.m on April 28 when
their car moved onto the main highway
which would take them to Melbourne
from their small town of Wantirna. As
the couple's car entered on the high-
way, a front-end loader trailer carrying
a tractor crashed onto it from a side.
Over five hours were spent in extricat-
ing the bodies of the couple from the
crushed car. The funeral of Lalini and
Lakshman was held in Melbourne.

FATE OF USA

The Communist Party of Sri
Lanka and the LSSP have turned down
a request by the SLMP to convene a
theeting of the United Socialist Alli-
ance. The SLMP made this request on
May 2. Earlier the USA’s secretariat
used to meet once a week, but it has
not met for the last two months. Pro-
vincial Council members who were
elected under the USA ticket are
baffled over their future in view of the
controversies that have plagued the
USA.

166 PETITIONS

One hundred and sixty six peti-
tions by or on behalf of persons being
held at five detention centres have
been sent to the Chief Justice, Parinda
Ranasinghe, over the last five months.
The petitions relate to persons being
held at detention camps in the South.
One of the petitions is on behalf of
about 2,500 persons being detained at
the Boosa Camp. The petitioners have
sought the intervention of the court to
provide the detainees with elementary
needs, security and legal rights.
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FOLK TALES AND HISTORICAL STORIES

HOW THE KING’S
EYE SIGHT WAS
RESTORED

What its ancient name was, it is
not known. A great lake has been
made to contain the water that flows
from many streams. This great task
was done by King Kulakoddan, the
famous ‘‘Builder of Tanks and
Temples’’. It made possible the culti-
vation of rice in the vast expanse of
lands all the way up to the sea. That
was how Kulakoddan directed the tank
be built.

There is a traditional story how
the place got its name. A King and his
retinue had encamped there on their
way to Koneswaram. The king is said
to have developed an infection which
affected his eyesight. However, he re-
gained his lost sight at the instance of
the priest there. Hence the place came
to be known as ‘‘Kan’’ (Eye), ‘Talai’’
(Regained). It continues to be known
as ‘*Kantalai’’, to this day.

WHY THEY HAD TO
SUPPLY THE WICKS

He was a devout king. Para Raja
Sekaram was the Tamil king of Jaffna,
during the 15th century. He paid hom-
age at Koneswaram Temple regularly.

On one of his visits to his favour-
ite place of pilgrimage, he noticed that
everything had gone slack at the
temple. So, it is said that he got down
to a detailed inquiry. The several oil
lamps in the temple were not lit due to
a shortage in the supply of wicks for
the lamps. The king allotted that task
to a village community. For the per-
formance of that work a tank was built
for them. Water from the tank could
be drawn by the village for the cultiva-
tion of rice and other crops.

From that time that village came
to be known as “‘Tiri’’ (wicks), ‘‘Yai"’
(suppliers). To this day the village re-
tains that name of *‘Tiriyai’’.

HOW THE PRINCE
REGAINED HIS KINGDOM

He was a forlorn figure; his king-
dom was lost; he had ridden a long
way and was tired. At length he
reached a river bank. Both the rider
and his horse had a good drink of the
river water. He laid himself down by
the banks of Mahaweli Ganga. The
cool breeze lulled him to sleep.

by Thaatha

In his dream he saw a sage. The
sage consoled him, told him not to be
disheartened. All is not lost. He ad-
vised the Prince to contact the local
Chieftain, who was benign.  The
Prince did as he was advised. The lo-
cal Chieftain provided him with a
strong force; with this help, the Prince
was able to regain his kingdom.

He returned and married the
Chieftain’s daughter. In commemora-
tion of the change in his fortune, they
built a holy place at the site by the
river, where he had the dream.

THE FERRIES OF
TRINCOMALEE

The Trincomalee district is along
the sea coast. A roadway along the
coast involves several stream cross-
ings. Bridges are provided at many of
the crossings. However some of them
are very wide, and therefore cannot be
bridged. At such places there are “‘fer-
ries”’ to convey people and vehicles
across.

In the Eastern region of Sri
Lanka there are several such “‘Ferry
Boat Crossings™. A ferry boat is a
large flat-bottomed boat, with ramps
aft and forward. The ramps are kept
raised when going in water and low-
ered at the shore for vekicles to get in
or out. Once, eight such ferries had to
be negotiated when travelling from
Trincomalee to Batticaloa.

The ferry service across the main
Mahaweli Ganga, called the Ganga
ferry can be hazardous. The flood
flow in the river can be deceptive due
to rainfall up-country. It can take trav-
ellers unawares. The ferry-men would
narrate exciting stories of how ferries
have been carried into the sea.

Then there was the interesting
story of the impatient doctor. Exasper-
ated by the delay, he drove his car into
the ferry and out, into the sea. Later
he and his car had to be fished out of
the water. However, improvements are
now being effected by motorising the
more frequented ferries.

HOW MANY NAMES

It is a unique place. Through
eras of history, it has had more names
than can be counted on one’s fingers.
Yet, of course, the place is one.

Dakshana Kailas, hailed Proto-
history, because of a legend that a
Hindu God from Mt. Kailash had taken
abode there.

Tri Kona Malai, said the an-
cients describing its shape.

Thiru Kona Malai, said the later
folks, incorporating the essence of both
the above names.

Thirukoneswaram

said the

- Prince Vijaya era in history.

Kona ma Malai, sang the Saiva
Saints, eulogising the magnificent Pal-
lava era temple they saw then.

Machcheswaram, said the Vaish-

! navites, who saw the similarity of the
i Hill to Vishnu’s **Machcha Avataram™
. or Fish Form.

Konamalai, was desired by the

- Chola Pandyans, as a beacon to assist

in navigation.

Koneswaram, the era of the

| Tamil Kings of Jaffna revered the

| temple of

their Supreme God

© “‘Iswaran’’.

Temple of a Thousand Pillars

| wrote the Portuguese, and broke it

down.

Pagoda Hill, cited the Dutch and
built their Fort on it.

Lover’s Leap bewailed the fond

i father of a forsaken maid.

© raphy.

Trincomalee, says English Geog-
Fort Frederick, orders the Brit-
ish Garrison, stationed there.

To the people and folks there, it
is their beloved Malai.

RAVANA’S REVERENCE

Ravana was the King of the

. Rakshahasas; he was very powerful.
| So much so that posterity usually de-

picts him with ten heads, that is ten
persons in one. His capital city was
Lankapuram; Lankapuram was situ-

. ated, we are told, off the South East

coast of the present Sri Lanka. The
region had been submerged in an oce-
anic bed up-heaval; the islets Great and
Little Basses are said to be parts of that

| region.

Tradition tells us that he and his
wife, Queen Mandothari, were devout
Saivaites. They frequently worshipped
at ‘‘Dakshana Kailasam’’ which is the
present ‘*Koneswaram’’ at
Trincomalee. In their journeys they
would stop at several places. It is said
that Ravanan would carry with him a
golden **Siva Lingam’’, a symbol of
his God Siva..Wherever he stopped, he
would sing and dance and perform
pujas to it daily.

At all such places, a place of
worship of Siva originated. = Many
places of worship should therefore be
found frequently along the Eastern
Coast Road. But actually only a few
have survived. Many were said to
have been destroyed by an irate mon-
arch, later. Some have changed their
function.
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DEVELOPMENT OF VIABLE
DAIRY INDUSTRY

continued from page 7

13. The marketing of milk pro-
duced under unhygienic conditions
should be prohibited, once the dairy
industry set up along modern lines
finds its feet, and milk and milk prod-
ucts from these farms become readily
available.

14. The universities in Eelam
should be encouraged to establish de-
gree and diploma courses in Veterinary
and Animal Sciences, designed to pro-
duce graduates who have not only a
theoretical, but also a thorough practi-
cal grounding in the various aspects of
dairy production.

15. New varieties of forage crops
should be introduced and the farmers
encouraged through price incentives
and other fiscal devices to venture into
the production of these crops on a
large scale.

16. The government should also
venture substantial capital into identi-
fying sources of ground water, con-
structing reservoirs and establishing the
system to optimise the use of available
water.

CONCLUSIONS

Substantial increases in milk pro-
duction in Eelam can be achieved only
through the increased efficiency result-
ing from higher yielding cows intro-
duced from abroad, better nutrition and
better management on specialised
farms. Man-power, land and water are
our principal resources and these have
to be optimally exploited to enhance
our national prosperity. Capital for in-
vestment is not an insurmountable bar-
rier, once the national will is set on
achieving the seemingly impossible.
We have fought a tremendous battle
with guns on the political front and
almost won. Now let us prove that we
can also win the even bigger battle on
the economic front, with our sweat!

[Abridged from a paper submit-
ted to the Seminar held in March by
the Research Organisation of Tamil
Eelam]
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BRITISH AIRWAYS ‘KIDNAPS’

Three Tamil asylum seekers ar-
rived at Rome airport on 9 April and
were transferred on to BA flight 556
for the last leg of their journey. But
their passports and tickets were confis-
cated before boarding, without expla-
nation, by a member of the BA crew.
At Heathrow they were separated from
other passengers, and two British Air-
ways officials escorted them into a BA
van.

The van remained on the tarmac
for an hour while the three young
men’s pleas, in English, to speak to
immigration authorities and be allowed
to put their cases for asylum were re-
fused by BA staff. Finally, the men
were escorted by officials of the airline
to private BA offices at the airport,
where they were locked in, given food
and allowed to use toilet facilities.

One of the three, a 21 year old
who was travelling under the name of
Vasudeva Krishnan, then managed to
make a brief telephone call to family
members in London to tell them what
was happening. His relatives - some of
whom have been accepted here as asy-
lum-seekers - together with a solicitor
and refugee agencies, immediately
contacted the Home Office Immigra-
tion Service at the airport. But offi-
cials told them they were not holding
the men and had no knowledge of their
whereabouts.

After two hours in the custody of
BA at Heathrow, Vasudeva and the
two other asylum seekers were es-
corted by BA staff back on to their
Rome flight. No official notices of
removal were served on them. In
Rome they were detained by Italian
police and then put back on a flight to
Bombay, where two of the three were
badly beaten by Indian officials and re-
turned to Sri Lanka.

The Home Office confirmed that

the incident took place and is adamant |

that no police or immigration officials
were involved. More details have
emerged in letters received by relatives
in London from Vasudeva, who is
_ now in hiding in Sri Lanka. He claims
that he and his companions pleaded,

‘begging and crying’, to be allowed to
claim asylum, but a female BA staff
member allegedly told them that if
they were sent back the supplier of
their false papers would ‘learn a les-

)

son .

When they arrived in Bombay
they were beaten by airport police.
Vasudeva writes: ‘My face, nose,
mouth, all were beaten up, and my
face is still swollen.’

The airline’s action has horrified
refugee agencies. The director of the
British Refugee Council, Alf Dubs,
said: ‘I would have thought what BA
did was illegal. You simply can’t have
a private firm forcibly detaining people
and forcing them on planes. “This is
kidnapping and abduction. If the gov-
ernment condones it, they are saying a
private organisation is allowed to arrest
people. It makes a nonsense of civil
liberties and this government's com-
mitments to the rights of refugees.’

BA says it has been forced into
such drastic action by the Carriers’
Liability Act. It categorically denies
any mistreatment of the three Tamils.
A spokesman said: ‘I’'m sure you are
aware we are fined £1,000 for every
passenger we carry without valid docu-
ments.’

‘Our handling agents in Rome
suspected their documents were not in
order and sent a message to London
when the plane was airborne. Our staff
met them on arrival and we had discus-
sions with them. At no time did they
ask for political asylum or to see an
immigration officer or the authorities.’

Britain’s Immigration Act states
that every claim for asylum ‘must be
referred by the immigration officer to
the Home Office for a decision’. But
the Home Office refuses to get in-
volved.

A spokesman said: ‘We weren’t
aware of this incident until the three
passengers had been sent back. We've
talked to BA about it, and that’s basi-
cally it." Asked if the Home Office
now condoned the action, the spokes-
man said: ‘It is not a matter for us.’

Labour’s front bench spokesman
on Home Affairs, Alistair Darling, will
raise the matter in the Commons de-
bate on immigration rulzs. He said:
“This case has major implications for
people who genuinely fear for their
lives. It is intolerable that a private
British company is standing between
this country and refugees’ rights to
have their cases heard.’
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QsusEBw 6 10 I JPWsy UTMIHUJID
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NP, 2 1bum, GiwpsvsIT?

‘uanth aplriugl MNFCu Yy EHed

alawr® 218 GunEnsh Pphrurgsio - GammsssTLGurt
DM 2 MLWTTEGLD AETSI HaTaY Qs
gHm &Hwip GlFws’ (S1susmauwInTT)

AU5HE Gansitenm Geaurbsesr, B, pBInT THIY BT QevkBu  BEVEST
Sisumauns) Guimiul Letaunssd GFTaniuGRSTNS. GioMulg UTLEY JysusmaumT umigu
BIHUS ApSImTU uTLsalsd @sTm. Qbs @evaRui urLedls Gubsns auaTapo S yFwsd)
UATAPLD 2mHuGs SIsTILGHM STV SuumLeesT QeusRw Budms 6U T THEH L 63T usy
sTawafiGentsdr. weT SHHo AMTESSBILGT TOMTBD SHUUL GausisTiguEHsv V.
SMHUUBMTTHST sTEHT) STRTUNT&ESHN| LD Qsvdv. syGlesrsinmg s STADTTOUST  FLemLE
Q&I FHT6ST, LITLYEIT6U6BT uTCenLds G\aBdhHTBT 6TeTUZI SULD a1Lpd@. sTou(HID sTMSH Y| LD
GEGUUBOBY. BTHEST LTTEBHTD uriemaidsy syHuGBssTm Goumi un®asaflsnsy Fev
Fsouasatsn Guuly AR MNERSTHZI. 2 STITTSHNHES Qa1 UT(HBESSIT.

‘onrEHI0g) % aGLY’ TETUZ) B agssiT AN HBHHI HU6HT. Qeogl SisienauUINT Quibhiw
‘91,5519’ s su(HID QTS LGLUITLSY. UTTERSTN UTTEa WL Qury sz Q5HS O\ B (C)
INTEHHUEINT OETHEENTID. 2WEEHIOF] M MBLY T M) 2mEsESMmBS5 SHHBHTD
wguTaTSmeHs aealLiGsh; BaMas GLg; @14 10HECHT HSTMEHHG LY TSI QssTs]MMW
QlUnepimsT QbS SDMMWIGL UL VIEES, gnmmi GUIEELTET 97510 G\&THEHBHTY THsIT.
IENHN Jysuma HHBH WS Gaugy. Gamiold QunGs; smisFmILULTS Qm; 2M&HsLOTE Qm
sTssTugl SHMsiT IsienandssT IMlaymy. U E)sV @srmmu @UehimaT Qeiamm 5HHEGU
QunmE st Womllsd) &HHBIN I NEReBT(Y THSIT.  STVNTD  LTTEHOIUITED T3
095 BUNFLEsIT.

unfisneu ey Gammented @svevmost Guohuly urL %y GuGurg uraGumio. @HaHU uTLaTE (6
SHTaugalush) 2 EITELD HRHSISTATSI. BTLD STEVTLD Gany) 2 svrusiEsT. QBB UMMy b
GmBsv plariugl udPuyto BT M & H M HLH e TEsiT. Omsv%y slmgaRGm o. gilh Brisafilsy
G WPLnsEBmzl. (phw BaroLau MDA\ mHS HTHT. IHS ALPLTHT6ST Gaugmaayib,
samLnsa) uflsnbaRstmgl. sfFmus FHllmeegn GargrBu 2 1Ol HS TN D
Rarioy WHVLY. YYD I1HD o flsveunadiLnsy 9ihs AW BBH  @pd
Rarioung. BN HH1 94 fSanw SimnM 9 NPeaw LB HLLT 65 NP0 B Ha
wlrugng. sfPews sn WGBTS ST B AN plnd@D; PSS (Lpdr

Rarioy . @B (PEBETYID 2 QTEND STHEHTEYID 2 FINLD.

@bz f@muuib GBo%IYD 2 FTHMTD &TLLY 2 WESFHGT Quibas QT
seragRemsr ssimar. sNRHTST wad; 2.1 Gugio Gurgl HredT. OV b
weadl Gaugiio Gmng Gurews GxmpmoafaBsarn 2 bllsveomod  aaTy (PLGWITLOG)
AmsRstmz. @ost GuraGa stdiuara) HAHDY  UMLSSHMADITTS B\mBSHTsI D
SIUTEHAT UdHS US(LPID YL HTa| LD @svsvmLosH Sfw Quilu srfukislr GlamHsyores FTHHEH
aprgungl. SiSTug Guilu HMEH UML S S0 THEE D s7m HmWD GFibu GouadGLOTED)6
uks UMD SuBubd. INHIHI ULHULD @esvsor alLTe) &(HLOLD Gadiu (PIgHBTYID
QUL HJ5HEE &((H LOBIBENF Gaiiu (LPL1yuT. Qbg 2 HTMIOMW alaTds QT 2 HTFeTLD
uniGuniv. GeiemsiG sthmst S wanamiGa sTamdr GumeyimsiT 0L whssaflsit
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aligeassnss s 2lags HFsdwear wWHSHG Gurymy @RS Y iHsiT. g@g(H
FOWSHV IaITEdT uulg QUuig eTedTay ANIRNHSZTNID o TSHsiT ST  STRBSIT
alig Glausitafl sTadTUGE)sV 6Tou(HEG D FHCHEHD BHbe (PLJWITSHI. I 6UTHSIT FT65T STRIGEHEIL W
2NFwsiT. NG weanflssit. Sysuiamsit FHussr (PhTHsms UV THSIT. D)6UTHST F5T6esT WPl s g
AT 6TLOEE) MISH6V S0 CUIBSTNOTHST. IauTHOTT (LPIGUT aflLmsd @wrﬁ:m&.uﬂsi)
Qafl GauGmaugTaYid APLIgUTFI. 6 THOHMLW AHM%Y BT GuTHaRHSTEM 0. LK,
UGS STAIH BTVHHED UTHST H0g DMLY 2 V@FHECH ST il LmissiT.

@mmAgyio suGuiul L DMV UMLESTEHENTTH 2 sitar 9 TPHeOHD 2 1OUTNVVTLOEY auemy
pryungl, Qeummsliann  QevkenshE GualiGuyn  QsvastLet,  9Gwflssn,
21955 Gys0)-

wr, seTLm Guassim mksaflgud sumepd “GUlplepiadn  JGHmew 2 lEaTTES
G\BTSHTOATEUTID. 96U T&HSIT Gumb o 1hamsiv gm)s\) Gunanak@go Gumeflayip 8 sYI9 LD
aULPRGHBSTY 2 10EHsT. IHHMmEW 2 LEsiT @mm@mfm Brhssflsy GlsusuGaumy Guimaflsy
Quik® AUHBSTNET. ey b & HHALNWBNTTE, FnhH G S5 CHEEMBEATISH 2 STaT6sT.
AEND M STHNTD FHloumsyisitar Gunandans, sl bhEH ANPEHESG 1P
SaTails) auLphEd HEHVOULNNVLY. JaTamsiT QT GaiHE 99,5 TMFU LT 2 aLpG; M0
ST FLpg 518 GuBsingld GlFsisuGst suarHib.

Qa1 GxTLTAN FOLBLY yua) BapuaThsTi 9 avrenioudlsy BLISHW &5 IS TaBs)
shsitut A T S QsHardasid uissT gmmu QM SHHHMHS BTy am 1y
af(m o BssTCmssT.

9 GlamssTEs)i: - ‘HLPLY STV MUWSTTHST 61531651 QFURSBI(Y TawsiT, STOLIGS GauBssT(my ii-
&EIT 6TETM] HL18H CHLEH (LPUaTGAEsiT. BT sTseVTID @EGH @GLTLY bzl afiiL 55657 eLpsvid
9Abs o fmwamu Qupbal el Lamissit. OSTSIM A FLOHEED JUTHAT UGID FnpL D
THYID BT UG HEBHEEAN VLY. BT &1 QLsbsalsidy. s Q) Lphmalsvtsy; 2 Wiflpdksadsy
&v. &M QuohgID, EULHEID, 2 Wiflphgio SO wWISTHEMS Qestay uamy &HL1gsh
HT5HZ15 OCBTHTIYHULMTHST e ThaT HMesr. sTed1Ga CuynlLghamg SuisaiiLn oG
MGGsumio. 2 M TWEROLY. YE)N &LMIWD Twh@GaNE. Kb GFHramayTm
DI AU L) FLPGSH 1AMHEHuTEsT. 9hd wasTamils) aaTihgHmamsr. KL s Esm)sD
uaTIESEIUL L TEST. %G BTID 6TeVsUTD SO WawEIHGEH HLMWOUULLAIASHST,
sTeoTGou  6TIDG! SLaicenwd GFlw  (PSTUTHEEST . QaiTy H(H Q% He18)ms 0D
2 (HBHIONE ImMan st alhHHTT. QbSHU UTLIgeT GQuThlnd HTssT o hiD GFTssTEn)T.

918 91uGs 1Wplhnis GaiasGLmEs)sit QUBHEGL HTuSIT 2 10wTE 2 Fa GauasG sTeTm
HHHH QUuTL S LEBuysirargs. 2 LBuflssr wpEBusbems NPuip 2 awy GausmGi.
f@llsr ym&%y 2.y yiu GueanGo. HNSmu TFDIHEG QUNALTH 2 1w
whHfommEeg @uilLsemb. gt ey Gumsg Gumegd G\gibgsrs 9gasmyidba@
AMaLLLsv whHNworfler sLsst. 9gaest Gamsvau ) Couarmsst sTsITM 6T L0dhE TGS sTobTMNE
Carawh oMoy GO&TLTE)H 560 wikHNEE@, 91L&, whHHNWGT uasTamus gmm ukhs
&HOUSST: ‘510 2 WiTdh@, 2 MIF) sTasTEm)T 3 60 10&65T Glsu@ T Gungiio; Glal osmoshwd; K
H® ading Hargemgsgo ofyi steotay alarERensst. el Gumaugna @)mHJHTsYID
sflunstangyio, HHUTSTMSZYD 2 mTTdhgs WHHNAGT s, syHeEiuGGm syHelu-
LG erestm Gasitadl oSN, 61108 dnt ng). syixm syo afl symamrafccmeio af 9ynflaysny
uLpmEs) Sismdailsst umfl. 9 dhgHamesw @ ussll 2 LwTD HLd&E)D 2 @[ sTETY Ssimeu
FaMlysiTarmsit. Sauarg unLedlst Qurming HhH5gEF GeunubGanip.
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