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A NATIONAL SHAM(E)!

T he polls of March 1 to elect rep-
resentativesto the Batticaloa Mu-
nicipal Council, Amparai Urban Coun-
cil and the various Pradeshiya Sabhas
in the Districts of Trincomalee,
Batticaloa and Amparai had all the
ingredients of a Circus. ( Editors’
Note: We have withheld the name of
the Ring-Master on legal advice).
The tragedy, however, is that it was
held in the name of Democracy!

We give below a sampling of what
transpired on the day of the polls in the
Eastern Province, based on ground re-
portsreceived by the leader of EPRLF,

Suresh Premachandran, and intimated.

tothe Election Commissioner that very
night:

* Despite the mandatory cessation
of all election campaigning by Satur-
day, persons in a van fitted with a loud
speaker engaged in pro-UNP propa-
ganda till Monday night (ie the eve of
elections)

* In many AGA Divisions, where
polling took place for the respective
Pradeshiya Sabhas, voters were turned
away by the Police by 10 AM on the
grounds that the polling booths had run
out of ballots. The people of Eravur
were particularly subject to this hu-
miliation. This circus was enacted at
the polling booth at Batticaloa Central
College where the voters were tumed
away by the Police at 10 AM. How-
ever, as a result of protests, the booth
was kept open till 12 noon.

* In all polling booths coming un-
der the jurisdiction of the Batticaloa
Municipal Council, the ballot boxes
were sealed before admitting the poll-
ing agents of the contesting Parties.

* Two contestants for the Eravur
Pradeshiya Sabha, Sinnavan
Natkunasingham and Vasantharasa,
were preventing from casting their bal-
lot on the grounds that their votes had
already been cast.

* When refugees from the Zahira
refugee camp went to cast their votes,
they were politely told that they had
already voted

Another significant aspect of the
polling in Batticaloa district is the high
percentage of invalid votes.

Accordingtoofficial figures, 16.2%
of the votes polled in the entire District
were spoilt. These figures were much
higher in certain areas.

For instance, in the polls for
Manmunai West Pradeshiya Sabha,
31.2% of the votes were spoilt, whilein
Porathivu Pradeshiya Sabha, 31% of
the votes polled were rejected.

Otherareas wherethe spoiltvotes

- Continued...Page 7... @

Views On Polls

Tam1 people.

= ane Mlmster Mr. Rami chkremasmghe has welcomed. the recemly:“
oncluded polls for the Vavuniya Urban Council and all local government

, "es in the Eastern Province as an indicator of the faith thatthe people had
the democrauc process. He also mLerpreted the outcome as a clear vxctory

L :The Official spokesman of EPRLF L.Ketheeswaran; cimmed a defeat for
- des o_c_racy anda humlhanng expenence for Lhe people Hesaxd that despxte Lhe _

' process, no action was taken. On the contrary, what transpired on the day of the
Bt LheEastem Provmce far exceeded eventhe worst fearsharbouzed by the
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REFLECTIONS

The new Head Office of the Elections Commissioner, located at Rajagiriya, was
ceremomously opened on 17th February with much pomp. It was attended by polmcal
| “celebrities” of all hue and colour.

‘ In the inaugural address, the President D.B.Wijetunga pointed out that, “ Electoral systems are
meant to serve the interests of the average elector. It should enable him to mark his vote freely and
secretly. Marking a vote should not be a mere ‘mechanical exercise. He should do so knowing
reasonably well, theimplications of it. To enable him to knov. the implications, I presume, he should
firstly understand the electoral system and the role and significance of his vote at the election. This
requires that whatever nice and sophisticated systems are drawn up, they should be within the grasp
of the elector. Otherwise, he will vote mechanically or under pressure to oblige some party or
candidate. To the extent that he does not understand it, he will feel alienated by the system.”

The problem in our opinion, however, lies elsewhere. It certainly does not lie in nice and
sophisticated systems of polling - but in the ugly and shabby methods of rigging of polls,
including the use of violence, by the powers that be and those who aspire to it!

The Report of the Commissioner of Elections-On The 9th Parliamentary General Elections has
extensively referred to such cases. “In all these instances firearms had been used to threaten and
silence the staff, forcibly chase away agents of the political parties and voters as well. In some of
these instances, it is alleged that the armed gangs had been led by candidates... who dared to expose
their identity. This unrestrained behaviour on their part is a clear deterioration in the standard of
clectioneering.”

The run-up to the polls to the local government in the Eastern Province and Vavuniya Urban Council
did not reveal any semblance of the Government taking heed of these waming by the Election
Commissioner. In our previous issues we had already highlighted the case of ““phantom candidates”
and the "militarization of the electoral process" in the Eastern Province.

As though to confirm the militarization of the electoral process in the Eastern Province, the Army
Commander for Eastern Province, while addressing the Grama Sevakas of Batticaloa a few days
before the polling date, presented a rather curious lecture on the essentials of Democracy. In his
opinion, anyone who did not cast his or her vote, was anti-democratic and hinted that the Army
would keep its eyes open for individuals not having the identification mark on their fingers! Little
does the General realize that the decision not to vote is no less democratic than the decision to vote.

The events on the day of the polling, elaborated in our lead article, has also demonstrated in no
uncertain terms that the “will of the People” need not exactly be voluntary! To digress a bit, one also
need to reflect over the absence of observer teams and election monitoring teams, national as well
as international. Is it because they had decided not to observe the obvious, knowing fully well that
what they observe would be an embarrassment to the Government?

Coming back to our main theme, if voters are alienated, it is not because that they are overwhelmed
by the so-called sophisticated methods of polling. Their alienation stems from the indignity and
humiliation that they have to undergo in the face of coercion, bribery and the undemocratic manner
in which electoral processes are conducted.

In this the “Election Year”, it is appropriate to remind the powers that be that the People may be
overwhelmed. But they are certainly not gullible. They will await their tumn. And their verdict may
be the most unexpected - to the extent of overwhelming the powers that be.

Let Us Not Confuse Rigged Electoral Processes With Democracy!
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HUMAN RIGHTS “BALANCE SHEET” FOR SRI LANKA IN 1993

- U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT-

While attempts by the Clinton Administration to use “human rights issues” as a pretext for
interference in the affairs of nations, refusing to toe its line, is clearly unacceptable, the denial
of a universal concern for “human rights” on the grounds that it is purely an “internal prob-
lem” is equally un'tenable.‘,We give below excerpts from the Sri Lanka Country Report for
1993, issued by the U.S. State Department.

On‘Sri Lahkan 'State'

1merrogaixon was common durmg 1993 Reports of torture
.mcluded near. drowmngs pfacmg of msecncxde Qf

, gauon of abducuons and disappearances ocx:um'ng aftez
Januar 1991 has proven madequatc tothetask.

epdrts’ continue that govemmem security: forces he!d
ple incommunicado for months or even years in previi
‘undisclosed places-of .detention. There were alsd
reports that Tamil irregulars, asmed and paid by the Govern
p’eratm g theu own defention facﬂmes

’ ndamental ri ghts apphcatlon was ﬁled n Lbe supreme
rt agamst the leader of ong; such’ militia, ‘the Eelang
ple’s Democratic Party(EPDP);alleging: illegal abduc-
nd torture. The People’s Liberation Organuauon of
il Eelam(PLOTE), an anti-L.TTE Tamil rmlma allied
1e Government, is believed 1o be responsible for tha
_ppearance of several persons in the northern: dxstnct of
miya. In January army soldiers operating in conjunc
with irregulars’ from the Tamil Eelam Liberation
ization(TELO), an anti-LTTE militia allied with thie
ment;: mportcdihilcd and- beheaded two unanned

;fome O %Ocivuxans wcre_ _ll

‘* 'Ihe L’ITE tolerates no freedom of;e :

'Jafﬁlg‘Penuwuia has been tbe target Of severe rej Vtesvsu)n by

human rights violations in both L’ITE and|

> The LTTE has expelled ai! Muslirns from: the ‘areas: of

“lan omies, and busmmxes and threatened Mauslim fam:.

comrol and reQumng them to: Icave all of their prcpeny in
escrow. In orderm ensure that people return, thc‘ﬁgersoften

*.Observers.in the North-East xeponed that the L’ITE "Wag]
responsm[c for a:number of dlsappcarances :

. The L’I‘I’E someumes conscnpt hxgh school-age chudren

rehable reports of chudren bexn

 as fjoroad-labqqrim
buﬂd foruﬁcauons A

essxon The prmt
and broadcast media in areas under its controk are tightly
regulated, The LTTE has been known 10 execute those who
criticize it or disagree publicly with its policies. In the past,
university professors, members of non-violent Tamil oppo-
sition parties, and human rights monitors have beﬁn amorg
thosc killed.

hid 'Ihe L'I'I’E holds numerous prisonégs of conscience, m-
cludmgﬂmpogtmdwomen sacuvxs:’IhxagaraJahSevamthy,
w ho hasbeen xmpnsoned smce auggns; 1991 for her pamm

the LTTE for its altempts o present a balanced pictare of]

govemmcnt -controlled-areas.of Sri Lanka.

naithern Sri Lanka under its controf; expropriated Mistin

. _.ith death if. Lhey awampt 1o’ Teium: 0 heir homes.
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FREEDOM FROM FEAR!

t a time when notions of Hu-

manism, Co-existence and
Freedom were being stigmatized and
renderedobsolete, there em erged, from
time to time, individuals who sacri-
ficed their lives to keep these noble
Ideas and Ideals alive.

Richard de Soyza, who feltrepulsed by
State Terrorism, in the South, and
Rajani Thiranagama, who revolted
against the rise of fascism from within
the Tamil Resistance in the North, were
two such individuals. Typically,
Richard de Soyza died at the hands of
State Terrorism while Rajani fell vic-
tim to LTTE Fascism.

4 years have elapsed since Richard’s
mutilated body was found off the shores
of Moratuwa and Rajani was brutally
gunned down in the streets of Jaffna. It
was o commemorate the untimely and
tragic deaths of these two young brave
idealists that, at 8.30 am on 21 Febru-
ary, local and foreign journalists, hu-
manrights activists, representatives of
political parties, and foreign observers
congregated at the spot where Richard
de Soyza’s body was found. A mana-
cled pen atop a tombstone against the
backdrop of portraits of Ra janai and
Richard symbolized the solemn event.

Lucien Rajakarunanayake, the famed
journalist and human rights watcher,
addressed the gathering passionately
in Sinhalese and English, Youths, wear-
ing T-shirts depicting sketches of
Rajanai and Richard stood in silent
salute. In the midst of these activites, a
deep agonizing sorrow punctuated the
proceedings.

Manoranee Saravanamuthu, the mother
of Richard, in her grief, also reflected
the agony of the mothers of all those
youths who remain in the list of the
“disappeared” - and the dead.

Lotus buds were strewn in front of the
portraits of Rajani and Richard. Nor-
mally, lotus buds are laid before Lord
Buddha - the epitome of compassion -

asaform of veneration. But here, lotus
buds were laid before the portraits of
Richard and Rajanai - the victims of
hate - as a mark of tribute. The buds
also symbolized the “flowering” of a
better future for which these two young
people laid down their lives,

“FREEDOM FROM FEAR” was the
theme selected by the organizers of the
Commemoration Meeting. That slo-
gansymbolized the urge to frec oneself
from the fear of “necklacin g” by burn-
ing tyres, the fear of torture chambers
and the fear of “disappearing”.

The slogan brought to my memory the
revolutionary Tamil poet, Subramani ya
Barathi, who through his songs and
poems urged humanity to banish from
their thoughts the very notion of fear.

The peacetorch was litand was brou ght
on 1o the road by two youths, a male
amd female, only to be met by hun-
dreds of policemen who seemed to
have come prepared for war! Police
vehicles had parked across the road to
block the procession. After the proces-
sion had proceeded for a few yards, the
police obstructed it by locking arms.
What could possibly be the intentions
of those who sought to obstruct a pro-
cession that symbolized the collective
wish of a people to live without fear
and to live with dignity?

Behind the banners, depicting thé theme
of the Commemoration Meeting, young
men and women marched forward sing-
ing songs in Sinhalese that inspired
humanism and compassion. Although
I'could not understand the language, to
me the songs manifested anguish as
well as hope, inner turmoil as well as
serenity.

It was mid-day. Under the full fury of

“the afternoon sun, the particpants of the
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meetings sat down and laid across the
road so as to prevent the police from
dispersing them. Youths in vehicles
sang songs in a high pitch about their
hopeless future without employment -
and about death.

The ranks of the Police began to swell.
Members of Parliament N andamithira
Ekanayake of SLFP, Suresh
Premachandran, leader of EPRLF,Raja
Collure of the Communist Party, Indika
Gunawardena,CommunistPany mem-
ber in the Western Provincial Council
and Yukthiya Editor Sunanda
Deshapriya and Joe Seneviratne tried
to impress on the Police the purpose of
the Commemoration Meeting and
urged on them not to disrupt it. This
wasmetby asound of silence. Did they
understand the meaning of what was
happening? I wonder.

They snatched the Peace Torch and
doused it. Did they think that by this
they could douse the sentiments of the
People? They threatened to fire tear
gas. This tussle lasted for about two
hours. Eventually, the participants
reached the venue of the meeting at
Vihara Mahadevi Park by proceeding
along railway tracks, by-roads and in
vehicles.

At the Vihara Maha Devi Park, large
portraits of Richard and Rajani were
displayed prominently. People sat down
on the amphi-theatre. Songs depicting
human rights themes were being sung
by well-known artists. Even here the
Police were conspicous by their pres-
ence.

A photographic and poster exhibition
was also on display depicting the hor-
rors of the 10 year of war and the
victims of state and anti-state terror-
ism. .

As I was proceeding home after the
days proceedings, it occured tome that
the Vihaha Maha Devi Park, the venue
for tamashas and carnivals, should for
a change serve a meaningful cause.,
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SOME THOUGHTS ON

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

- MARCH 8§ -

Ithough “International

Women’s Day” was first
inaugurated in July 26-27 1910,
it was subsequently changed to
March 8 in 1921 and has since
been so observed by Women,
the world over.
While Women, share similar
problems, it is also necessary to
focus on specific problems that
face women of specific socie-
ties. In this context, it is relevant
here to pose some questions
aboutthe plightof Tamil Women
- since I am one.
Leaving aside the problems that
we face arising out of the war,
we do not have the choice or the
right to shape our own destinies.
The dowry system, which has
degraded not only women, but
the society at large, has intensi-
fied - even under the conditions
existing in Jaffna. Or is it be-
cause of the situation prevailing
in Jaffna? I wonder.
If you take our Muslim sisters,
the advance of Islamic funda-
mentalism is threatening to con-
fine them to their homes - and
purdah. Those Muslim women
who are struggling against these
tendencies are facing intense op-
position from fundamentalist
-elites in the urban centres.
The plight of our sisters in the
Plantations remains the same -
despite a long tradition of trade
unionism. The dual burden of
labouring in the Estates and in
the “Lines”, expropriation of
their earnings by male members
of the families and inadequate
creches with inadequate re-

sources are some of these prob-
lems. Is it because the Trade
Unions in the Plantation areas
fail toinclude in their agenda the
specific problems faced by the
female work force?

In sum, if we are to be liberated
fundamental changes must take
place in our modes of existence
andin our thinking. Thisrequires

a struggle that encompasses
women of all social and eco-
nomic stratum. This also neces-
sitates linking with other strug-
gles for social progress.

Yalini

Continued from page 1
-..VIEWS ,

The statement reiterated that
their earlier stand that the holding
of elections, under prevailing con-
ditions, is a violation of all demo-
cratic norms had been vindicated.

The statement added, “All those
who cherish democratic values
cannot afford to remain uncon-
cerned or complacent about these
distressing developments. Not-
withstanding these constraints, it
isclear that the Tamil and muslim
People, haverejected the policies
and approach of the UNP Gov-
ernment towards the ethnic ques-
tion”.

The SLMC which had, on the
night of the elections, called on the
Election Commissioner to annul the
polls in Batticaloa district in view
of widespread electoral malprac-
tice and violence against their sup-
porters, has interpreted the outcome
of the polls as a rejection of chau-
vinist political parties by the Sinhala
and Tamil people.

But the most telling comment
onthe polls comes from Rev. Harry
Miller, an American Catholic Priest
who has been residing in Batticaloa
foralmost45 years. Rev.Millertold
Reuters that he had been repeat-
edly saying that the forthcoming

SIS CaHrFl LauewIF &iegHel

elections for the local government
was a comedy. “Unfortunately, no
one is laughing”, he added!

continued from pagel
~SHAM(E) - ° :

were conspicous are Manmunai
South (18.1%), Manmunai
South-West (29.5%), Eravurpattu
(15.3%), Manmunaipattu(15.4%),
Valachchenai(17.7%) “and
Batticaloa Municipal area(16.2%).

It is to be noted that EPRLF,
TULFand ACTC, whichboycotted
the polls, also called onthe voters to
cast their ballots, after spoiling
them, as a mark of protest. It is
clear that a significant section of
the voters took this to heart!

We had in our previous issue
highlighted instances of irregulari-
ties, including abductions and co-
ercion in the filing of nomination
papers, inthe run-up to the polls. In
fact we had posed the question, in
our front page lead story, as to
whether this was Democracy or
Drama.

However, in view of the events
that took place on the day of the
polling, we now feel constrained to
state categorically - a National
Sham(e)!
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"COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT"

In an interview given to BBC’s Tamil
Qosai, broadcast on 23rd February,
Suresh Premachandran, leader of
EPRLF and Member of Parliament for
Jaffna District, criticized the govern-
ment for indulging in a form of collec-
tive punishment. The arbitrary arrests
of Tamils in Colombo, solely on the
basis of their ethnicity, did not give
room for any other interpretation, he
said.

He further added that although one
cannot deny the Government its legiti-
mate security concemns, the irony was
that it were the innocents who were
being arrested, while a “terrorist” with
proper connections and financial clout

wasable to getaway scot free. This was
because extortion of money and cor-
ruption was rampant in police stations.

The Secretary-General of EPRLF was
particularly harsh on the Government
for going back on the commitments
given to Tamil political parties who
had repeatedly met the Prime Minister,
Defence Ministry officials and the
Chiefs of the Security Forces.

In particular, the Government gave its
assurances on a range of measures
aimed at stopping the harassment of
the Tamil People. According to the
agreement reached in June 1993, ar-
rests was to be based solely on a report
of suspicion by some agency or on

circumstances for suspicion. No per-
son would be arrested on suspicion
merely because he or she is Tamil.
Detainees were to be allowed to make
a statement to the police in their own
language and may write and sign the
statements themselves. Assurances
were also given as regards the observ-
ance of civilized conduct when women
are escorted to police stations and dur-
ing interrogations.

Despite the above assurances, Suresh
Premachandran charged the Govern-
ment for not observing any one of
them. In addition, he said that he had
received complaints about torture, beat-
ing and ill-treatment of Tamil detainees.

. AMNESTY INTERNAI‘IONAL ON

ABUSE OF. ARREST & DETENTION POWERS IN COLOMBO

Amnes'fylmemalional(AI) visitedCo-
{ombo iffJanuary 1994 to investigate
the arrest-and detention of Tamil peo-
ple in thé city during 1993. The total
number arrested in Colombo District
under Emergency Regulations or Pre-
vention of Terrorism Act(PTA) from 1
June 1993 (ie immediately following
the assassination of President
Premadasa) and 31 December 1993
exceeded 15,000.

Following numerous interviews with
Government officials, detainces and
released prisoners by a delegate who
visited Colombo in January 1994, the
AlLhas now released a Report entitled
Sri Lanka: Balancing human rights

& security:abuse of arrest & deten-

tion powers in Colombo.”

While Al has not questioned the right
of the Government “to take extraordi-
nary measures to prevent further at-
tacks” by the LTTE in Colombo, itis of
the opimion that “the indiscriminate
nature of the large scale arrests, during
which thousands of people have been
arrested solely because of their ethnic
origin, is unjustified and in breach of
the International Covenant on Civil

and Political Rights(ICCPR)”.

1tis to be noted that Article 4 of ICCPR
prohibits any emergency measure
which involves “discrimination solely
on the ground of race, colour, sex,
language, religion or social origin.”
The Al Reportalso criticized the Gov-
ernment for violating Sri Lanka’s own
emergency laws.

In the words of Al “Government offi-
cials told Amnesty International that
the security operations in Colombo
would continue. On the one hand, offi-
cials insisted that pcople are only ar-

rested if there are valid reasons. On the
other hand, the IGP explained that the
strategy is to randomly arrest people
and then to check their identity. Offi-
cialsargued thatalthough the round-ups
do cause problems, these are justified
in the greater interest of ensuring secu-
rity.“We have no option’, the Defence
Secretary told Amnesty International.
Itis this indiscriminate character of the
arrests, not based on concrete informa-
tion aboutspecific suspects, whichvio-
lates international law, the Emergency
Regulations and the government’s po-
litical commitments.”
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