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INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY BACKS
PEAGE INITIATIVES - GAUTIONS LTTE!

t is clear that the International
Community whilce reposing con-
fidence on the PA Government
and President Chandrika, on mat-
terspertaining to the Ethnic Ques-
tion and Human Rights, is far from
pleased about the conduct ofthe LTTE.

The European Union, in a resolu-
tion on the prevailing situation in Sri
Lanka, following the massive mandate
for President Chandrika’s peace initia-
tives, expressed hope that this would
be an “incentive for the newly estab-
lished Sri Lankan government to
proceed with its constructive efforts
to undertake confidence-building
measures in order to resolve peace-
fully the problem of the north and
east of Sri Lanka”.

The Resolution, while condemning
the assassination of Gamini Dissa-
nayake, also urged the LTTE “to take
positive steps to respond to moves
made by the Sri Lankan government
for restoring peace in the country
and to cease its campaign of vio-
Temee~—

Inafollow-up Declaration, the Eu-
ropean Union, welcomed the January
8 Agreement on Cessation of Hostili-
ties and hoped that, “this important
step forward will be followed by the
speedy opening of negotiations to
find a political solution to the present
conflict”. Thereis aconsensus amongst
political analysts that this is aimed at
the LTTE which has, till now, stub-
bornly refused to bring negotiations on
a “political package” into the “peace
agenda”.

In the wake of the collective stand
taken by the Europgan Union, the U.S.
State Department in its annual review
of human rights in Sri Lanka, placed

-

before the Congress on January 31,
noted that “political and extrajudi-
cial killings and disappearances vir-
tually ended in government - con-
trolled areas” after the PA govern-
ment assumed power.,

On the other hand, the Report ofthe
State Department came down hard on
the LTTE. It pointed out that *“the
LTTE continued to commit extraju-
dicial killings, ranging from politi-
cians to suspected government in-
formants and from fishermen to
members- of anti-LTTE Tamil
groups. In the past, the LTTE had
killed university professors, mem-
bers of non-violent Tamil opposition

parties and human rights monitors.”
The report also maintained that the
LTTE was the “primary suspect” in
the suicide bombing which killed
Gamini Dissanayake.

The report further went on to casti-
gate the LTTE for being responsible
for “an undetermined number of ci-
vilian disappearances in the north-
east part of the country” as well as
violence which cut across geographi-
cal boundarics.

The ball is now very ciearly in
LTTE’s court and it remains 10 be seen
as to how it will respond to the “peace
offensive” of the PA Government. (See
Editorial)

Stop Press: It has been officially announced that four
foreign Chairmen of the Peace Committees had a brief
meeting with the LTTE leader, V.Prabhakaran.

with the postcards.

,Presudent Chan
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Peace Posteards!

The People’s _Peace: Movement has issued. ‘peace postcards
endorsmg the People’s Peace Appeal dlrected ‘at, both, President
“Chandrika and:LTTE leader, V.Prabakaran. The: postcard contains -
the following’ message: “I'endorse the ' People’s Peace Appeal
proclaimed on Human Rights Day’ 94 and appeal to you to take’
all measures to create a democratic peace by implementing the -
proposals of the appeal ” The Peace Appeal, which was carried in
our previous issue, is also bemg given the W|dest circulation along

In the meantime, followmg the Peace rally in: Colombo on 9th
December and successful mass contact campaigns in the South, the
People’s Peace Movement has taken the decision totake the peace
movementtothe north-east. Inthis regard, a massive peace rally has
been scheduled to be held in Vavuniya:on: February 16. The date
coincides with the: 8th anniversary of the ‘peace mission to Jaffna,
which was undertaken by the late Vuaya Kumaratunga and his wife, -

lka"Kumaratunga in February 1987 :
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he New Year began with heightened expectations as

regards the peace talks between the Government and the

LTTE. Following the conclusion of Round 2 of the Peace Talks,

itwas announccd that “cessation of hostilities” would come into -y

force with effect from January 8, for a trial period of 2 weeks. The fact that
it coincided with the birth anniversary of the former Prime Minister and the latc
father of President Chandrika, S.W.R.D Bandaranaike, symbolised the personal
interest taken by Presient Chandrika in advancing the peace process.

At the same time, the text of the Agreement makes it clear that the PA Govern-
ment is not averse to the legitimate concerns of those who argue that there can be
no peace, without democracy and that peace cannot co-exist with political terror.
This is evident from the fact that the agreement covers not only “offensive
operations” butalso “acts such as sabotage, bomb explosion, abductions,
assassinations and intimidations directed at-any political group, party
or individual.” The implications are obvious, although it is a moot point as 1o
whether the LTTE would take it seriously.

Further, the composition of the proposed Peace Committees, which include
foreign obscrvers with considerable experience with military affairs as well as
peace-keeping, is another indicator that Colombo does not see the agreement on
cessation of hostilities to be merely cosmetic. Hereagain, the ILTTE has been
somewhat cool towards the proposed Peace Committees since the foreign monitors
in the committees are neither “babes” nor “human rights romantics” who could be
easily taken for a ride.

Barring minor violations, it is clear that the cessation of hostilities is holding -
although, no one at this stage will be prepared to bet that a full-fledged ceasefire
is on the card. On the contrary, all reports indicate that, both, the LTTE and the
Security Forces are beefing-up their defenses. In addition, L'TTI’s main demand that
the Pooneryn army camp be dismantled has been rejected by Colombo, while the PA
Government’s proposal, that a dialogue on the political package be brought into the
agenda at the carliest, has not been taken too seriously by the LTTE.

Unfortunately and not surprisingly, the LTTe leadership appears to be merely—
concerned with the logistics of expanding its perimeter of administrative and
military control, under the guise of seeking remedies to the “day to day problems
of the Tamil People”. Similarly, the PA Government must ensure thatany “political
package” that it may forward is neither cosmetic nor tactical. Its proposals must
truly and concretely manifest the legitimate aspirations of the Tamil-speaking
People, embodied within a system of regional autonomy:.

Itis also sclf-evident that a “political package” should be for the People - and not
for the LTTE. This is particularly so since the claims by the LTTE of being the “sole
representative” of the Tamil People is mere fiction. Military might has got nothing
to do with democratic forms of representation.

Hence, it is vital that the PA Government, while advancing the peace talks with
the LTTE, should enter into a dialogue, with other components com pn'sjng the Tamil
polity and civil society, on evolving a “political package” that is durable and
equitable.

The following sentiments expressed by President Chandrika, in her Message to
the Nation on National Day on 4th February, is most reassuring and timely: “Our
commitment to Peace and a negotiated political solution to the Ethnic
Question and the North-Eastern war shall remain unshakeable in the
face of all obstacles.”
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rincomalee District, today.
constitutes an area which has
the potentials, as well as the prob-
lems, associated with a multi-
ethnic populace that is evenly
balanced. The problem. however, is that
the changes in the demographic compo-
sition was largely brought about as a
result of state-sponsored colonization
schemes and anti-Tamil pogroms. Under
these circumstances, any attempt at pro-
jecting Trincomalee as a “‘show case” of
cthnic harmony, as cnvisaged by some, is
possible only if the basic contentious
issues are resolved in a manner that is
cquitable and just.

Some of these contentious issues
which need to be resolved without any
delay are:

(i) Illegal State-sponsored Sinhalese
Settlements: While state-sponsoredcolo-
nizationschemes which commenced prior
to Independence, and intensified after
Independence, are matters for negotia-
tions, it is imperative that atleast thosc
settlements which were overtly or cov-
ertly established as an appendage of a
military solution to the ethnic conflict be
brought to a halt - and dismantled.

One instance of this are the illegal
Sinhalese settlements in Muthur which
emerged in the vicinity of the Muthur
Police station. The residents of these
scttlements were directly involved in the
anti-Tamil pogroms which were un-
leashed in arcas falling within the juris-
diction of the Muthur Pradeshiya Sabha,
following the renewal of armed hostili-
ties between the LTTE and the Security
Forces in June 1990. These mobs, from
this particular illegal settlement, went on
the rampage, attacking, looting and en-
gaging in widespread arson. That they
had the “blessings™ of the local police
was evident.

As possibly an act of redressing the
problemor asa cover-up, these Sinhalese
scttlers were moved to Kantalai and set-
tled in the colonization scheme. They
were given agricultural lands and assist-
ance to build homes. Despite these facili-
ties, the settlers found their way back to

Muthur, since they found it more lucra--

tive to engage in liqour business, legal as
well as illicit, and other forms of “money
spinners” in the informal sector - particu-
larly activities which were not exactly
legal!

In addition, these settlers enjoy the
patronage of the Security Forces as well
as other state institutions. They arc now
seltled in and around state lands and
institutions falling within the jurisdiction
of the Muthur Pradeshiya Sabha. They
include lands adjoining the Post Office,
People’s Bank and state rest houses.

In view of the past bitter expericnce
with these settiers, the Tamils of Muthur
are living in fear. Numerous representa-
tions have been made appealing to the
Government to resettle these settlers in
Kantalai.

The following account of
the prevailing situation
in Trincomalee District
is based on a Memoran-

dum submitted by
Mr.R.Thilakaraja,

EPRLF’s Trincomalee
District Secretary, to the
Minister for Irrigation
and Power and the
Deputy Minister for
Reconstruction and
Rehabilitation.

(ii) Deteriorating Situationin Refu-
gee Camps: Therefugee camps in Muthur
and Pachchaloor recently were affected
asaresult of floods and monsoonal rains.
Since the inmates of these camps are
from areas which not “cleared” (eg:
Iralkuli, Navaladdy), they are not in a
position to be resettled in their original
places of domicile. In view of this, it is
essential that the living conditions in
these camps be improved.

As far as the inmates at Clappenberg
refugee camp are concerned, the imme-
diate task before the Government is to
resettle them in their original places of
domicile. These areas include Kanniya,
Aathimoddai, Sambalthivu. In addition,
inorder to ensure that persons resettled
do not live on dole in perpetuity, it is
imperative that an integrated develop-
mental and reconstruction activities be
stepped-up. The same applies to the in-
mates at the Nilaveli refugee camp, who
can now be resettled. Hereagain, they
must be assured of security, employment
and self-sustenance.
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Itis encouraging that the PA Govern-
ment has decided to take a fresh look into
the task of resettlement and rehabilita-
tion in a manner that is aimed atreducing
the dependence on dole and increasing
employment prpospects and carning ca-
pacity of the refugee-returnces.

(iii) Muthur-Trincomalee Boat
Service: Till recently, only two mecha-
nized boats were plying this route. At
present, one boat is in need of repairs -
and, as a result, the People have been
subject to untold hardships. It is, there-
fore, essential that a modernized ferry
service is introduced and, failing which,
to allow the private sector to provide this
vital service.

(Editor’s Note: This problem has
been somewhat rectified by the re-
cent inauguration of a ferry service
by the Minister for Rehabilitation,
M.H.M.Ashraff)

(iv) Road Transport: Since the
Muthur-Trincomalee mechanized boat
service is hardly adequate to accommo-
date the traffic and since this service is
not available during monsoon scasons, it
is evident that bus transport connecting
Muthur and Trincomalee via Allai-
Kantalai be made moreregular. As a first
step, the road linking Allai to Kantalai
needs to be repaired.

(v) Irrigation Facilities: The PA
Government has been taking an active
interest in improving the state of agricul-
ture in the District. However, the specific
problem of the Seruwilla constituency in
the Ecchilamppathi area, whichis clearly
the most neglected and the most back-
ward in the entire district, must be tack-
led without any delay.

The long outstanding need of this
arca is irrigation facilities. The
“THARAICHENAI” project which was
in the pipeline in 1977 was never imple-
mented by the UNP regime. The ost
affected were the farmers of Seruvilla. If
the “THARAICHENAI” irrigation fa-
cility is implemented, over 3000 acres of
paddy land will have irrigation facilities.
The water for this scheme could be ob-
tained from Verugal Aru. The areas that
would benefit as a result are the agricul-
tural lands at Verugal, Mavadichenai,
Muddichenai, Eechilampathi, Vaddavan,
Poomarathady Chenai. This irrigation
project, if implemented, would also mini-
mise the effects of flooding and soil ero-

sion. ®
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fhistoric significanceisthe

fact that today, after many

decades of communalist

politics, we find ourselves

at the threshold of a new
era facing the great challenge of recon-
structing Lanka as a multicthnic de-
mocracy. There are many aspects to
this challenge.

The peace process initiated by
the new government needs to be in-
terpreted in a much broader sense
than talks with the LTTE and the
lifting of the economic embargo on
the people of the North.

No doubt, thesc are very important
steps and they have indeed convinced
the Tamil-speaking people of the will-
ingness of the government to find a
political solution to the national ques-
tion. An important aspect of the peace
process and democratisation that does
not seem to have caught the scrious
attention of the PA government is
decommunalisation of public institu-
tions.

While the current popular political
trend-in our society is against commu-
nalism, the state and public institutions
remain communalised duc to the poli-
cies and practices of the past four dec-
ades. Puiting an end to institutional
communalism is a necessary condition
for the building of amultiethnic Lankan
society.

1956 Language Act and Impact

Communalisation of public institu-
tions began in 1956 with the imple-
mentation of the Official Language
Act. Subsequently, this was extended
to recruitment of personnel to govern-
ment departments and appointments to
high offices. The armed forces and
police are extreme cases in point. They
donotreflect the multiethnic character
of Lankan socicty.

QOuruniversities have progressively
lost their multiethnic character. Even

public

academic,
" anlicle
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Decommunalising
Institutions
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condexi a% the on-
though Tamil is now an official lan-
guage, more often than not Tamil
speaking persons are unable to exer-
cise thejr right to transact business
in their ownlanguage in government

institutions in multiethnic areas like
Colombo and Kandy.

These institutions secm to be
practicing a ‘Sinhala Only’ policy.
Many of them do not have officials
proficientin Tamil, and very often they
do not even have the forms and other
basic documents in Tamil. It is not
uncommon to {ind an official in a pub-
lic institution in Colombo, replying to
you in Sinhala when you arc talking to
him or her in Tamil.

In such a situation, a citizen who
cannot understand Sinhala fecls help-
less and, perhaps, intimidated by the
bureaucracy as personified by the un-
helpful official. Perhaps, the heads and
other officials of these institutions could
afford to be'so negligent because such
failure on their part to facilitate a citi-
zentoexercise his or her language right
goes unquestioned by higher authori-
ties.

I am here referring to government
institutions like post offices, police sta-
tions, education department, kach-
cheries, offices of registrar of births
and deaths, pension offices, immigra-
tion and emigration, municipal offices
etc. Even letters sent by government
institutions to Tamils and Muslims liv-
ing in the North and East and the up-
country are often in Sinhala only.

It was reported in the Tamil daily
Veerakesari of November 19 that
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Tamil correspondents appointed to the
Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation
received their letters of appointment in
Sinhala. They were also sent a letter
asking them to attend a training pro-
gramme and aquestionnairetobefilled,
all in Sinhala only again. There arc
numerous such instances of violation
of a fundamental right by the very
system whichis supposed to enforce it.

These are manifestations of institu-
tionalised communalism which has so
consistently weakened the credibility
and legitimacy of the Lankan state
among the Tamil and Muslim Peoples.
Restoring popular legitimacy to the
I.ankan state among the minorities
is a precondition for building a
multiethnic democracy in this coun-
try.

Some Remedies Against
Institutionalised Racism

This is no casy task as it demands a
genuine and systemic multi-pronged
programme of decommunalisation at
all levels of government and the state.
Ttis not just a matter of enforcing some
new administrative rules. It is a chal-
lenge of creating a new conscious-
ness and ethic among public officials
and the citizenry at large, an under-
taking that carinot succeed without
fundamental changes in the contents
and forms of our formal education.

Furthermore, the mass media and
political and social movementsin Lanka
have a major role to play in support oof
this process.

Decommunalisation of public in-
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stitutions involves the following as a
minimum:

* Dismantling of the communalist
ideological structures of the state

* Eliminationofall formsofovertand
covert discrimination on ethnic
grounds

* Development of a work ethic based
on values of pluralism, cfficiency
and accountability among public of-
ficials

* Building awarcness among the pco-
ple of their language rights, and the
confidence to assert these rights
where they are stifled by public of-
ficials; and

*  Active promotion of a Lankan con-
sciousness and a corporate national
identity overarching the ethno-com-
munal identitics.

Case for Secularism

For a multi-ethnic democracy to
flourish, the state while guarantee-
ing religious freedoms and protec-
tion against communalist violence to
“all citizens, should remain truly secu-
lar. Only asecular state canreally be
ethnically neutral and stand above
communal divides as the legitimate
arbiter of conflicts.

Thusitisintheinterestofall groups
(whatever beliefs they subscribe o) to
join forces in creating the secular state.
A sccular state in Lanka may sound
like a distant dream to many, but it is
the most realistic institutional device
10 ensurc the formation and develop-
ment of a harmonious multi-cthnic $o-
ciety and sustain it indefinitely.

Secularisation of the state should
enter our public debates on peace, de-
mocracy, and the development of a
pluralist political culture. While we
debate the immediate and longlerm
prospects of establishing a sccular state,
the present government may take some
immediate concrele steps towards
decommunalising public institutions.

A task force with a clearly defined
mandate to decommunalise the most
essential public institutions within a
time-frame of six months, and tocvolve
a longer term strategy to extend the
excrcisetoall publicinstitutions, would
scem to be a feasible approach. The
mandate should include the following:
* Prioritisation of public institutions

according to the magnitude of pub-
lic demand for services in Sinhala,
Tamil and English;

* Assessment of the current capaci-
ties of particular institutions in terms
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e outrightly condemn the brutal and cowardly assassina-
tlon of the Deputy Leader of PLOT, Mr. "Karavai”
Kandasamy at his residence in Dehiwela. This is yet
another in a series of political assassinations and political
terror, in the heart of the capital Clty where the victims were either
leaders, members or associated in one way or another with Tamll
political parties and ‘groups.

Amirthalingam and Yogeswaran of TULF were’ gunned down in
cold blood at their party office in Colombo. Uma: Maheswaran, the
founder-leader of PLOT, was the next to be killed whlletakmg astroll
along the beach in Colpetty. Then Sam Thambimuthu of. EPRLFand
his wife Kala Thambimuthu, were shot and killed"at the entrance-of-
a foreign Mission. Last year, Uma Prakash the Ieader ofa sphnter

_group was assassinated.

-After the change of Government an ex- member and bodyguard
of the leader of a Tamil group brutally murdered and dumped by the
sea-rocks off Wellawatte. And now we havethe brutal assassination
of Mr.Kandasamy. '

‘Although, most of these killings took place under the prewous :
UNP Government, itis, indeed, regrettable’that political terror.contin--
ues unchecked under the present Government Most of the instances
cited above remain in the category of * ‘mysterious” killings. If promp
actions had been taken in the past, following speedy, impartial and
efficient investigations, many of these senseless kllllngs couid have
been averted: -~

ftis, therefore, imperative that the present PA Government whlch
has pledged to eradicate all forms of political terror fromthis country s
polity and civil society. does not repeat the mistakes of the previous
government. We strongly urge the Government and-the relevant
authorities to take promt actions aimed at preventmg all forms of
political terror and assassinations. :

The late Mr.”"Karavai” Kandasamy was a veteran Ieftlst leader and -
a member of the Communist Party, He later joined PLOT and
performed his political tasks in relation to the Ethnic question. Forthe

past | few years, he took a keen interest in the task of resettlement,

“Fehabilitation and the reconstruction‘of the: North=East: Although; he.
was not in the best of health, he did not allow this to deter him from
carrying out his social and political commitments. !

Wetakethis opportunlty to extend our heartfelt condolences to his
famrly and loved ones.

of personnel and other logistical re-
quirements to meet the demand,

* Identification of feasiblc alternatives
in terms of cost effectiveness, time
efficiency and healthy public rela-
tions (ic client satisfaction), to raise
institutions’ capacities to met the
demand,;

* Assisting each of the institutions in
choosing the most suitable alterna-
tive for reform and capacity build-
ing and in scheduling implementa-
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tion;

* Monitoring progress of implemen-
tation and taking appropriate action
to assist institutions lagging behind
schedule; and

* Informing the public and mobilise
public opinion in support of the
decommunalisation programme
with the aid of mass media and by
setting up mechanisms to reccive
feedback on implementation from
members of the public. o

—— —
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ri Lanka’s Contribution To The

Development Of Tamil Language
And Literature.

(Excerpts from Justice Sharvananda’s Paper prepared for
submission before the 8th International Tamil Conference.)

he early lithic records of
Sri Lanka, the Brahmi in-
scriptions, bear testimony to
the prevalence and use of
Tamil language in Sri Lanka
from about the 3rd century B.C.

A high standard of litcracy was
rcached by the Tamils of Sri Lanka
during the Sangam period, so much so,
that a poet from Sri Lanka Eclathu
Poothan Tevanar was able to get his
pocms accepted by the assembly of
Tamil scholars in Madurai during the

. Sangam period - that is about the 1st

century B.C or 1st century A.D.

Sri Lankan literacy in Tamil was so
high that we get descriptions in Tamil
verse from Anuradhapura(9th century
AD), Vavuniya (12th century A.D),
Kurunegala(13th century A.D) and
Kegalle (14th century A.D). During
the period of the Kingdom of Jaffna,
Tamil learning was well patronised by
the Kings. There was a Tamil
Academy(sangam) and alibrary called
Saraswathy Mahal.

When the Jaffna Kingdom was cap-
ured by the Portugese, the Library was
destroyed and several rare manuscripts
were lost... Two notable works pro-
duced during the period of the King-
dom of Jaffna are Raguvamsam
authored by Arasakesari, a member of
the Royal family, and the different lo-
cal versions of Cilappatikaram.
Raguvamsam of Arasakesari is consid-
erecd to be a better treatise than
Kalidasa’sRagguvamsam. Vaiyapadali,
Kailaya Malai and Yalpana Vaipava
Malai - all works of a historical nature-
were also produced during the same
period. Variousliterary formshavebeen
used during this period.

As the Portugese were very harsh,
we do not see any literary
activily...Therc was nothing that can
be called remarkable during this pe-
riod. But the literary productions were
not inferior to what was produced in
Tamil Nadu, in the 18th century.

Sri Lanka made landmark contri-
butions towards the development of
Tamil language and literature, during
the 19th cenwry. English education
played an important role. The
vaddukoddai Seminary did extremeleey
well and was likened to European Uni-
versities by Emmerson Tenant. Two
students of the Seminary, C.W.Thamo-
tharampillai and Carool Viswanatha
Pillai, passcd the first B.A. examina-
tion concluded by the Madras univer-
sity in 1857,

Arumuga Navalar stands out sin-
gularly as the hero of the 19th century.
He revolutionised Tamil literacy by
bringing out in print the ancient texts -
both classical literature and religious
literature, including Puranas. He was
tollowed by C.W.Thamotharampillai.
It was only later that U.V.Swaminatha
Aiyar of Tamil Nadu followed their
footsteps....

In 1868, another Tamil Academy
was formed by T.Kailasapillai, a
nephew of Arumuga Navalar, assisted
by a galaxy of scholars. In 1901, the
Madurai Tamil Sangam was cstablished
by the Zamorin of Ramnad District,
Pandithurai Rhevar. He obtained the
prospectus of the Jaffna Tamil Acad-
cmy to formulate the prospectus of the
Madurai Tamil Sangam. N.Kathira-
vetpillai of Puloly was an examiner for
Panditand Vidwan Examinations since
its inception.

In 1921, the Jaffna Oriental Studies
Society was started to popularise the
study of Tamil and Sanskrit. In 1930
Kalai Pulavar K.Navaratnam cstab-
lished the Kala Nilayam for the propa-
gation of studies in Tamil literature and
culture.

The first-ever major two-day con-
ference on Tamil Studies was organ-
ized by T.A. Thuraiappah Pillaiin 1922
in Jaffna. Dr.S Krishnaswamy
Aiyangar, K.Subramania Pillai,
P.V.ManickaNaicker and A. Madaviah
from Tamil Nadu participated. The
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Youth Congress of Jaffna heldits fourth
Convention in 1924 at keerimalai. At
the literary Conference, two great free-
dom fighters and scholars
V.Kalyanasundara Mudaliyar and
S.Sathiyamoorthy participated. Sri
L.anka was in the vanguard of major
conferences for development of
Tamil studies.

Sri Lankan contributions in the
ficlds of Tamil literary history, history
of the Tamils rendering of Tamil liter-
ary works into English, Tamil lexicog-
raphy, teaching of science and western
medicine in Tamil, coining of techni-
cal terms in Tamil, comparative Tamil
ctymology, comparative literary criti-
cism, Tamil enclycopedia, and wom-
en’s literature are unique and indelible
landmarks. That is why Tamil litcrary
historians have acclaimed that the 19th
century Tamil literary history is
esentially Sri Lankan in character.

Sri Lankan contribution in the 20th
century is no less either. Swami
Vipulananda introduced comparative
literary criticism. He spearheaded the
task of coining technical terms in Tamil.
His Yarl Nool is a landmark contribu-
tion in the study of classical Tamil
Music. It was he who popularised
Bharathi, the great poct of the cen-
tury...

The new forms of literature, short
story and Novel produced in Sri Lanka
had the distinctive imprint of human-
ism, and dalit literature appeared over
a quarter century ago. Kailasapathy
cxcelled as a literary critic...A new
chapter on internationalising Tamil
studics was opened by Sri Lanka from
the middle of'this century. The singular
services of the latc Rev.Fr.Thani
Nayagamin this field is part of history.

No history of Tamil language and
literature, can be complete without
the reference to the enormous quali-
tative contributions of Sri Lanka
from the Sangam period to date.
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heInternational Asso-
ciation of Tamil Research

(IATR), which was foundedin

1964 and held its 1st Interna-

tional Conference in April
1966 in Kuala Lumpur, conducted its
8th International Conference in
Thanjavur in January this year in the
Indian State of Tamil Nadu.

President Chandrika Kumara-
tunga in a lengthy message of felicita-
tions to the Conference referred to the
contribution made by Rev.Xavier
S.Thani Nayagam, ““one of the intel-
lectual vanguards of the movement’ %
in founding the IATR. The message
further noted that “the most impor-
tant contribution by Sri Lankan
scholars in the 19th century was to-
wards the modernisation and popu-
larisation of Tamil prose”. In this
context, special mention was made
regarding the role played by
Arumuga Navalar and C.M.Thamo-
tharampillai.

President Chandrika’s messagealso
referred to the modern period and the
“distinct contribution to the evolu-
tionof Tamil literature, literary criti-
cisms, the study of folk plays, music
and poetry” by Sri Lankan scholars,
Inparticular, reference was made to the
role played by Swami Vipulananda,
Prof.K.Kanapathipillai, S.Selva-
hayagam, S.Vithyanandan, Prof.
K Kailasapathy amd M.M.Uvais.

The message concluded by declar-
ing that, “the Government hopes that
the delegates from Sri Lanka will
continue to enrich the work of the
International association of Tamil
research through their research and
scholarly studies”.

Ironically, however, the Conference
was marred by the actions of the Tamil
Nadu Government, which prevailed on
theIATR to ignore the numerous schol-
arly contributions sent by Sri Lankan
scholars and to exclude them from the
procecdings. While security consid-
crations remain valid, following the
assasination of Rajiv Gandhi and in
view of the activties of the LTTE and

their sympathisers in Tamil Nadu, the
high handed conduct of the concerned
authorities in relegating the Tamil
scholars in Sri Lanka to the status of
“pariahs” is in no way justifiablc.

Inthe meantime, reports from Jaffna -

indicate that Jaffna-based scholars,
while condemning the Tamil Nadu
Government forpreventin gSriLankan
scholars from participating, have also
taken a critical stance against those
who were deported.

At a public meeting organised by
the All Ceylon Kamban Kalagam,
Vidwan K.Sokkalingam, lashed out at
the deportees by saying, “We now
learn that some of our Tamil schol-
ars went to the Conference on tourist

8th International Tamil Conference
holars rrom S
denied access!

visas. What a shameful act this
is. They are prepared to do anything
to gain publicity”. Dr.K.Gunarajah
also taking a side-swipe remarked,
*“Our Tamil scholars shouldn’t have
attended the conference without in-
vitation. Why did they demean them-
selves by going there? Did they go
there as tourists or to publicise their
ingenuity.”

The above seniiments, which obvi-
ously had the endorsement of the LTTE,
has activated the rumour mill in Co-
lombo that the “portly” Professor from
Jaffna University, who was onc of the
deportees and widely known to be a
sychophant of the LTTE, is somewhat
ill at case about the reception he might
reccive on his return to Jaffna!

o

Pope appeals for “Social

Pope John Paul, during his historic visit to Sfi Lanka,in:the
- midst of ‘a controversy with  th v

impassioned plea forpeace and harmoni
different speeches, the Pope touched o ing
resolution of internal conflicts, co-existence between different
religions-and spiritualism -Hestruck the rightcord by appealing -
for a spirit of: reconciliation and forgiveness. Mo Lo i

The high point of his visit, however, was the congregation -
of-all ethnic communities atthe Galle Face Green to witness
the open-air mass. This was easily the largest gathering that
cut across the ethnic divide. F urther, the influx of thousands of
Catholics from Jaffna and the hospitality extended to them by .
the PA Government constituted
tion of the on-going'peace;initiati,ves:

Another point of interest was his rejection of Pproselytism
and the claims of unethical means to gain. conversions. His.
referencetothe positive values of Buddhismwas clearly.aimed
at ‘soothing the- hurt feelings of sections of ‘the Buddhists, -
fallowing the wide publicity given to a Vatican publication
authored by the Pope ‘which contained sections: allegedly. -
constituting misrepresentation of Buddhistphilosophy.

e Buddhist clergy, made an

inSrile
n topics.

anging from.

the most. tangibvlevvmanifesta‘-‘ G
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“Letter Rogatory”

tis clear that there is a persistent
and an obsessive concern in the
midst of the LTTE leadership
and its lobby that India would
seek the extradition of LTTE
leader, Velupillai Prabhakaran. As
thoughtoallay these fears, particularly
at a crucial stage of the on-going talks
between Colombo and LTTE, the Sri
Lankan Foreign Ministry thought it
appropriate to clarify this issue.

While denying that the extradition
of the LTTE supremo did not figure in
the recent talks that Foreign Minister,
Lakshman Kadirgamar, had with In-
dian leaders, the communique states
categorically that “no Lankan citizen
was arrested, extradited or handed over
to the Indian authorities in connection
with the Rajiv Gandhi assassination
case.”

The background to this denial was
the wide publicity that was given to one
P.Sivagnanam, retircd Registrar of
Marriages of Batticaloa, who gave evi-
dence in the on-going Rajiv Gandhi
murder trial.

sends jitters within
the Tiger lobby!

While not denying this fact, the
Foreign Ministry conceded thata “Let-
ter of Rogatory” was received from
the Presiding Judge of the Designated
Court in Madras, established under the
Indian Terrorist and Disruptive Activi-
ties Act, addressed to the Competent
Judicial Court in Colombo.

A Letter ol Rogatory (ie Letter of

Request) is a mechanism, under inter-
national norms and practice, where the

judicial authority of one country re-

quests assistance from the judicial au-
thority of another to record evidence
and obtain productions.

According to the Forcign Ministry,
it was in this context that the summons
of the Designated Court, channcled
through diplomatic channels, were
served on Mr.P.Sivagnanam through
the District Court. The release further
adds, “ In accordance with the law
and practice in such matters, it was
left entirely to the persons concerned
whether to comply or not with the
summons issued by the Indian
Court”.

‘The situation in Jaffna is extraordinary”
- - Group of International Observers

The Group of International Observers, which observed the conducL of

*“the Presidential Polls, released their report o the public on December 28.
- The group was chaired by Eric Gonsalves of India.

While the: chort declared the Presidential Election of Novgmber 1994,

to the observations made by an earlier International Team which monitored
.the General Elections of August 1994,

v While declaring the situation in Jaffna to be “extraordinary”, the
" Report noted that “Only 82 out of the 445 polling stations were actually
..setup in Jaffna the same number as for the Parliamentary General
. Election in August 1994...0ut of the total of 596, 366 1eglstered votel S

—only.17,716(2.97 %) ‘were able to vote.”’ :

In refemng to the situation in the “cleared areas”, the Report observed
3 hat “the voters appeared to be subject to intimidation by the EPDP
and others atleast in some of the booths. Among the other irregularities

he same voter 2418

: “freeand fair”, it’s comments on the Jaffna electoral scenc was no different J

at'pl abably occurred were impersonations and repeated votmg by

Amnesty International in a recent
“Urgent Action” circular, dated 6 Janu-
ary 1995, has taken up the case of
Velayutham Varnakulasingham, a
member of EPRLF, who was abducted
by six members of the LTTE while
attending the funeral of a relative in
Pallikudiruppu, Mutur, Trincomalce.

The “Urgent Action™ has appealed
toallits branches 1o send out appealsto
the LTTE International Secretariat in
Londonand Lawrence Thilagarin Paris
expressing concern for the safely of
Velayutham Varnakulasingham, re-
questing the LTTE toreveal his wherea-
bouts and to allow immediatc access to
relatives, a doctor and members of
ICRC.

In providing background informa-
tion, the Al circular notes that “abuses
of human rights committed by the
LTTE include the deliberate killings
of hundreds of non-combatant Mus-
lim and Sinhalese civilians, the arbi-
trary killing of civilians in attackson
buses and trains, the torture and
killing of prisoners, and abductions
for ransom”.
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he main problematic raiscd

by the speaker is how and

why struggles for national

minority rights degeneratc

into something very differ-
ent, bordering on the denial of the fun-
damental democratic and humanrights
of the very People on whose behalf the
struggle is being waged. This problem
is particularly relevant to Sri Lanka,
given the nature of the ethnic conflict
as well as the character of the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam(LTTE)
which the Ram Mannikalingam char-
acterised as an “ultra-nationalist™ or-
ganization.

Atthe conceptual level, the speaker
differentiated the struggle ofa national
minority for self-rule by using the
“democratic’ criterion and the “na
tionalist™ criterion. In so doing, the
speaker also highlighted some defi-
ciencies in both.

The former stressed on the right of
Individual Equality, with the proviso
that majority rule does not always lead
to equality and fair play (ie the tyranny
of “majoritarianism”). Further, “demo-
cratic theory” usually finds itself
hardpressed to explain as to why one
cntity should be distinct from another.

Asregards thenationalistargument,
which proclaims that every nation is
equal, RamMannikalingam maintained
that whilein theory, equality is stressed
by a nationalist movement, in prac-
tice, a nationalist movement inherits
the tendency that denies democracy
and cquality.

In the Sri Lankan context, the rise
of the LTTE as the “vanguard” of the

Tamil national movement was made
possible only by annhialating any sem-
blance of an alternative to itself. In
short, the emphasis on democratic
norms itself became an impediment.

The speaker then proceeded to place
the above problematic in the context of
the .on-going peace talks between Co-
lombo and LTTE. RamManikkalingam
posited that the democratic argument
for self-rule is more consistent with a
negotiated settlement than the nation-

alist argument. In this also lies, the -

major obstacle to peace - namely, the
Tigers’ desire for absolute power.

Democracy and Nationalism
- A Complicated Relationship

The Alumni Association of the Bandaranaike Centre for Inter-
national Studies recently conducted a seminar on the theme
Demacracy and Nationalism. The chief speaker was Mi.Ram
Mannikalingam - a scientist, journalist and human rights activist

based at the Massachussets Institute of Technology. During his
present stay in Sri Lanka, he has been actively involved in the
peace movement and in several mass contact campaigns in the

Sinhalese areas.

We give below aresume of Ram Mannikalaingam’s presentation:

It was therefore imperative that all
steps be taken to ensure that the Tigers
adhere to basic democratic and human
norms, simultancously with the evolu-

tion of a “political package” by Co-
lombo that is aimed at redressing the
icgitimate grievances and apprehen-
sions of the Tamil-speaking People.

FaOMIZ
HO S THE ‘BBC “LAD

“The BBC interviewed luaders of Tanul speakm g pohtlcal groups after‘
the recent Elections. Its motive seemed to be to ultimately and msnnetwely
to legitimise the LTTE. Mr.Ashraff who is the icader of the SLMC isalso -
acknowledged and supported by a substantial section of the Muslims. He
was asked by the BBC lady ifhe was ready to (tree) jump("thavu’) alliances, -
Ashraff l'(,plled ‘(tree) 1umpmg is done by monkeys We are. not monkcys :
we are men’™ ‘ : - .

The non- LTTE mlllmnt groups were cv1d<,nt1y quc,suoned wuh a view. _
to cornering theniand bringing out their lack of legitimacy: For example the
PLOTE was pinned on its lack ot an electoral base in the East and its support-
for the PA which it was belicved would-offer at best a Tamil-speaking .
autonomous area‘in a truncated rather Lh'm the wholc of’ lh(, North-East:

By comparison,. th(, 1merv1ew the lddy had w1th the: L’[TE leader was, -
as many listeners felt, deferential and almost too. perfect to'be impromptu. -
Nothing really awkward in it. Nothing about what legitimacy the LTTE had .
in the East after its Tactics and massacres of Muslims and Sinhalese led to.
the debacle of'mdss slaughter of Tamils., Havenot its politics aand- tactics
led 1o what is in effect a Lrunbdt(.d reglon of the North-East,sans the East" ‘

The lady had also in a previous broadcast observed regrctfully that
Tamil representation in Parliament was low because the Tamil parties were
divided. It would have been too much to expect her:to- discuss division
amc. g Tamils with the LTTE! The lady had earlier asked other:groups if*
they . the moral right to represent the Tamil people. ‘She had no:such:
moral qualms about the LTI'E nor. about 1ts prcsumcd nghts ovcr the

Tamils.

Accordmg to sourccs closc to LTTE lower ranks from beyonde
'I’handlkulam thc BBC lady s address andfconduct caused deep misgivings

s0psH G sielewTs a}mgasm'
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Sunil Bastian(ed) “Devolution and Development
in Sri Lanka”, International Centre for Ethnic

Studies, Colombo in association with Konark
Publishers, 1994.

lot has been said and written about “devolution” in

Sri Lanka, particularly since the advent of the

Indo-Sri Lanka Accord and the 13th Amendment

to the Constitution. This is not an accident or an

unrelated coincidence. It must be clearly under-

stood that the Provincial Council System in Sri

Lanka, as embodied in the 13th Amendment to the Consti-

tution and the Provincial Councils Act, did notdrop {rom the
skies - although the food parcels certainly did!

The Indo-Sri Lanka Accord, in turn, was the culmination
of a protracted armed conflict between the Sri Lankan State
and the Tamil Resistance which was interspersed with
cpisodic rounds of negotiations and “proximity talks”. Ne-
gotiations, ofcourse, centred on evolving a “devolution
package” that would satisty the legitimate aspirations
of the Tamil-speaking People whilst ensuring the
unity and integrity of Sri Lanka.

Today, it is an indisputable fact
that “devolution” is not only linked
to the festering Tamil National Ques-
tion, but is also seen as a necessary
prerequisite for its resolution. The re-
cent publication of the International
Centre for Ethnic Studies(ICES). Co-
lombo "Devolution and Development
in Sri Lanka" (Konark Publishers),
comprising of a collection of articles by
eminent intellectuals and academics and
edited by Sunil Bastian, is a clear mani-
festation of this stark reality.

"Devolution and Developmentin Sri
Lanka" consists of 6 Chapters, including the
Introductory Chapter by Sunil Bastian. The publication
carries themes ranging from the nature of the post-colonial
Sri Lankan State, centre-periphery relations, the
politico-economy and the judicial components of devolu-
tion and the functioning of the provincial councils system in
Sri Lanka.

Acommon themethat literally “binds™ the book together
is that the process of devolution in Sri Lanka is incvitably
and inextricably linked to the Ethnic Question. For instance,
Jayadeva Uyangodanotes in his article, ""The State and the
Process of Devolution in Sri Lanka", “Thus, the contextin
which devolutionary reforms were introduced in 1987 was
characterized by an unresolved political debate concerning
the ethnic distribution of state power and the definition of
“soverignity’”.

RadhikaCoomaraswamyin her Chapter entitled, "'Devo-
lution, the Law, and Judicial Construction" opines that,
“In fact, if it were not for the ethnic factor, much of the
decision of the Supreme Court may have been unanimous”.
And Sunil Bastian in his "Liberalized Policies and re-
gional Autonomy"' observes that, “The devolution scheme
was the result of a growing political crisis due to the ethnic
conflict”,

On the subject of devolution. it is also pertinent to look
into the tendency to view, as synonymous and coterminous,
the processes and terminoiogy of “devolution” and “decen-
tralization”. Hereagain, the preeminence of the “ethnic
factor” invariably comes into play. As Sunil Bastian has
argued, “In analysing the present exercise of devolution in
Sri Lanka, it is very important at the very outset to differen-
tiate this from carlicr attempts at deccniralization. The
principal differcnce arises from the fact that the present
exercise is a result of the cmergence of ethnic considera-
lions.”

In addition to the above commonality, each €hapter,in
turn, also has its own specificity and specialty. While Jani de
Silva in her Chapter entitled " Centripetal Pressures and

Regime Change in Sri Lankan State" secks 10 ex-
plorc the specifics of the centralization processes and
the move towards authoritarianism in post-Inde
pendent Sri Lanka, Jayadeva Uyan-
goda dwells into the political and
ideological constitution of the cen-
tralized state. While Jani de Silva’s
main concern appears to be the inca-
pacity of the authoritarian and cen-
tralized State to accommodate and re-
solve various forms of dissent, includ-
‘ing the cthnic one,

Uyangoda secks to present before
the readers the problematic of devolu-
tion in Sri Lanka which in his own words
“is a political and historical necessity, yet
with no firm grounding in the mainstream
political and constitutional discourse.” Un-
doubtedly, Uyangoda was referring to the environ-
ment that prevailed at the time of the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord.
He would also agree that the prevailing climate is more
conducive for an “internalized” political and constitutional
discourse on devolution.

The thrust towards regional autonomy and federalism
also figures prominently in Uyangoda’s article. He provides
the broad contours of the processes leading to the “Federalist
Project” and “Tamil Nationhood”. Uyangoda hits the nail
squarely on the head when he seeks to explain as to why the
Tamil political leadership, during the deliberations before
the Soulbury Commission, could not think beyond legisla-
tive representation and constitutional sateguards.

This tendency continues Lo figure in the negotiation
process even today - although, it is generally accepted that
when one speaks aboutdevolution or regional autonomy, the
primary concern is not mere proximity to the centre or
representation in the central parliament, but a political
system with coordinate or a hierarchy of soverignities.

Sunil Bastian, who has been studying and writing about
the political-ecconomy of the “liberalized” economic poli-
ciesof the UNP regime since its inception, hasin his Chapter
attempted at drawing the nature of relations between “liber-
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alized policies™ and regional autonomy. He highlights the
point that “liberalized” economic policies, does in fact
require a not so liberal political system. And that the
implementation of the “liberalized package™ requires a high
degree of central control over major cconomic decisions,
These two tendencies together, ncedless to say, impede any
processes aimed at devolution.

The Chapter on "Devolution, the Law and Judicial
Construction" by Radhika Coomaraswamy seeks to ana-
lyse the “legal package contained in the Thirteenth Amend-
ment, not from a positivist point of law but as a measure
ofits reflection of political will.”’ This articleis ofimmense
value to those interested in the politico-juridical issues that
were discussed and deliberated when the 13th amendment
came before the Supreme Court for a ruling on its constitu-
tionality.

Itisintercsting that while the Judges who ruled in favour
should make laborious legal and constitutional arguments to
demonstrate that the 13th amendment was consistent with
the unitary Constitution, the Judges who ruled otherwise
should advance arguments that went beyond the palc of
legalism and cntered the sphere of “cthnic parlance™.

The age-old fears about federalism. being a stepping
stone for secession, and the recognition of the North-East
Province as the Tamil “traditional homeland”, being the
“death-knell” of the Sinhala interests, were all articulated at
the Supreme Court by these learned judges. It is, therefore,
understandable that Raghika Coomaraswamy should posit
the argument that if not for the cthnic factor the ruling of the
Supreme Court would have been unanimous and in favour of
the constitutionality of the 13th amendment.

However, she may have over-extended herself when she
posits the question, rather hopefully. that “if at this point of
our history, the call for devolution had been led by a
Gandhian ora Tamil “gentleman”, schooled in judicial ways
which had some resonance with the judges, would the
responsc have been Iess hostile?”. Would it have been? I
wonder.

The Chapter entitled "The Provincial Council System
inSriLanka" by Amita Shastri is of particular relevance to
the problematic pertaining to centre-periphery relations and
the chasm between the theory and practice of the 13th
amendment. The author has painstakingly gathered concrete
instances of, both, the deficiencies of the 13th Amendment,
as well as the absence of a political will on the part of
Colombo to fully implement the devolution package.

In particular, the Chapter reveals almost a first hand
knowledge of the political environment in which the
North-East Provincial Council(NEPC) functioned. Other-
wise, the author would not have made the following astute
observation: “Through the period of its briel existence till
June 1990, the EPRLF-dominated NEPC constantly at-
tempted to establish its own legitimacy as well as the
credibility of the PC scheme in which it was participating at
its own risk. It sought to do so by asserting an expanded
authority as rapidly as it could for the PCs.

While much maligned by popular opinion and the
domestic media, Sri I.ankans sympathetic to and knowl-
edgeable about its functioning were impressed by the
determination, aggressiveness, and innovativeness with
which its leadership attempted to assert its authority
over the devolved subjects....In attempting to wrest pow-
ers from the centre, the NEPC sought to force a clear and

slpd Candlw

expanded definition of the extent of provincial powers
promised by the constitutional provisions.”

Devolution and Development in Sri Lanka is a book
that is highly recommended to scholars and policy-makers
alike. It is a serious study that stands above the bulk of
literature that has recently proliferated on the process and
problematic of devoiution in Sri Lanka.

Itis. indeed, unfortunate that some obvious factual errors
should figure in the Introduction. For instance, the Provin-
cial Police Commission was never established, as men-
tioned, and the dissolution of the NEPC was not in March of
1990. but June of 1990.

Therelevance of March 1990 was the conditional Unilat-
eral Declaration of Independence(UDI), which provided a
justification to the centre to dissolve the NEPC and intro-
duce the Governor’s Rule, through the passage of a legisla-
tion in Parliament. As to what prompted the NEPC to make
the conditional UDI and the virtual state of seige under
which it functioned is another matter altogether and, hope-
fully, would surface in a supplementary Volume on Devolu-
tion and the NEPC which I understand is in the pipeline of
the ICES publication series.

K.L.

Excerpts from Narayan Swamy’s

“TIGERS OF LANKA”

Editor’s Note: In view of the wealth of hard
facts contained in this recent publication, we.
propose to carry selected excerpts in this and
the future issues of Tanul Guardian. ‘

" “The EPRLF, morc than zu'fy other group, launched
aserious campaign in the post-accord period Lo retricve
lost ground in Sri Lanka, mainly in the eastern province:
where it had wielded considerable influence until the.
LTTE blitzkrieg in December 1986. It held massive
public meetings after the deployment of the IPKF. At
some places the crowd turnout was so much as to leave
even the EPRLF leadership surprised.

In sharp contrast, the LTTE's meetings outside
Iaf fna area were quite’ poorly atténded’ I.TTE’s Yogi
‘was so incensed over the poor turnout.that at one
mucung in Killinochchi he called the Tamil populamon'

“nanri kettavargal” (thankless- pcople) - who had
distcgarded the Tigers’ rccord of ﬁ ghung the Sri Laukan
security forces.

One possmlc rcasou why. lhc, EPRLF generated.
such popular-response was the growing public weari-
ness with.the war of attrition and internecine rivalries
which was ascribed principally to the LTTE. But the
EPRLF also made it clear-that the accord was not‘the
last word on the Tamil question - to that extent its
position was no different from that of the LTTE. “We®
don’t think the accord is the final solution to.the
ethnic conflict”, Pathmanabha told a rally at.
Battlcaloa “But the Indian gover nment has given:

- us assurances that.the Tamil demands will be:met..
"'Wewﬂlcontmueoul Lam ai nforthose ustrights.”
e e g J g J
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‘ow that a new Govern-

ment has been installed,

withan open commitment

towards transparency and

the weeding out of cor-

ruption in the sphere of
public governance, more evidence is
beginning to surface asregards corrup-
tion relating to the funds allocated for
the rehabilitation of the North-Eastern
Province during the previous UNP re-
gime.

The Emergency Rehabilitation
and Reconstruction Programme
(ERRP) was activated by the Minisiry
of Rehabilitation, Reconstruction & So-
cial Welfarc in December 1987. The
foreign aid component amounting to
approximately US$490 is second only
to the Mahaweli project.

It is, therefore, not surprising that
the donors have expressed deep con-
cernasregards the manner in whichthe
fundshave been utilized or not utilized.
A recent evaluation by the UNDP of
the ERRP has noted that “’servicing
anestablished bureaucracy’ was one
of the primary driving force!

In addition, investigative journal-
ism and indepth studies by independ-
ent NGOs have revealed gross
anamolies in the manner in which tunds
allocated for compensations were dis-
bursed amongst the applicants during
the UNP regime.

One mainstream weekly (Sunday
Times, December 20) alleged that
many politicians and government
officials had received amounts rang-
ing from Rs 150,000 to Rs 500,000.
The list of beneficiaries include Mem-
bers of Parliament, Members of the
Provincial Councils and senior Civil
Servants. The report also claims that
the majority of the beneficiarics were
resident outside the arcas of conflict.

Another area where funds had been
siphoned away from the intended ben-
eficiaries, or the “target groups”, re-
lates to infrastructural developmentand
reconstruction. The University Teach-
er’s for Human Rights, in its recent

report, observed that “the main ben-
eficiaries were those with capital,
political patronage and favoured
contractors.”

Itis clear, then, that availability ol

funds is the least of the problem. Now
that the PA Government has decided to
pump in an estimated Rs 39 million
into infrastructural development of the
North-East, it is imperative that the
authorities take a fresh look into the
task of resettlement, rehabilitation and
reconstruction. Let us hope that the PA
Government will be able 1o enthuse
public confidence, participation and
vigilence by ensuring that the intended
and the actual beneficiaries of resettle-
ment and rehabilitation programmes
coincide.

It is encouraging that the Minister
for Rehabilitation, Mr.M.H.M. Ashraff,
has taken this task to heart by recently
appointing Co-ordinators at the Dis-
trict level to monitor this process.

EP Polls
- skeletons in the

cupboard!

We had in our carlier issues fo-
cuscd on the farcical nature of the
local government polls which were.
held in the Eastern Province on
March 1, 1994. Let us-now. hear’
what happened from the horses own
mouth!

In a receent interview given:to
the Island (18 January), the then
OIC of Eravur, Kudahetti, who was |
interdicted along with Chicef Inspec-
tor N.A Jayashantha and the QIC of |
kattankudi Police, Inspector
Wasantha Kumara {rom January 6,
had this to say: “The UNP Govern-
ment wanted to hold elections to.
show that there was a peaceful
atmosphere- in the East. But we:
strongly said that the prevailing -
conditions were not conducive to

“hold the elections. As the govern-
‘ment wanted to hold elections at
any cost we took steps to create an |
atmosphere sultable to hold elec— ;
tions”. )

Thencame the bombshcll! Inthe
interview, the then OIC for Eravur-
revealed ‘that “except for a few,
others declined to contest as UNP
candidates. The responsibility of-
‘finding candldates fell on the po-
lice.” :

So much for democracy!

¢ | AL T
Chandrika on J.R: “He was trying to
- manipulate human beings”

In a lengthy interview given by.-President Chandrika to Malini
Parthasarathy of The Hindu (January 24), she highlighted what she
perceived to be the main differences, in'emphasis'and approach to the peace

© process, between her government and the previous UNP regime:

To quote: “ The last Government thought that they could use violence -.
to solve the problem which did not succeed at all...The second attitude
was that you could just manipulate. J.R Jayawardena was a master: at-
manipulating human beings and’ situations... This ‘has all kinds-of very
unpleasant and unsavoury consequences because it was not politics'that he:
was doing....The difference between theirs and ours is that, basically we
are utterly and sincerely committed to peace. And we are- ‘willing to go
very far for peace. But it is not peace without any morality.We have very
clear principles on which our discussions and negotiations are based.

One is that the unity of Sri Lanka is not negotiable. But unity does not
mean unitary. The second thing that is not negotiable is that we believe in
democratic movement. And we wantan end to all terroristic, violent political
activity...And we do not think that the minorities are commodities that
can be dispensed with here and there, to suit our political advantag’e.”)
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