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Press Statement

Faker Encounter Killing of Com: Varghese

is not an lsolated event;

Struggle against all forms of State-Terro

The confession of the CRPF constable who
shot Com: Varghese on February 18, 1970 under
threats from senlor police officers has further ex-
posed the fake encounter story propagated bythe
authorities from those days. After arrest and id-
entification by many he wasbrutally tortured and
murdered Forlong CPI(ML)RedFlaganddemocrat
ic forces were demanding proper enquiry and pun-
ishment of those responsible fo trhis criminal act.

From the CPI (M) days Varghese was very
actively working among the adivasis and poor
peasants of Wynad district. After joining revo-
lutlonary movement he alongwith many others
struck against feudal interests and police atro-
cities. They challenged auction and sale of
-adlvasis every vear-during Valliyur temple fest-
ivals, and demanded higher wages and distribua-
tion of land to landless. The then Congress
supported CPI-RSP-Muslim League government
ordered brutal repression of the movement lead-
Ing to murder of Varghese. What happened later
during emergency days was continuation of this
state terror on more wider scale leading to arr-
est and torture of thousands, and the death of
Rajan and Vijayan under police custody in torture
camps,

These are not isolated events They were
repeated on much wider scale at all India lzvel
-especfally In W. Bengal and AP from Naxalbari
days. Many among the topmost leaders of CPI-
{ML) movement including Charu Majumdar and
Saroj Dutta in Bengal and Panchadri Krishna-
murthl and Vempatappu Satyanarayana in AP
and thousands of activists were eliminated all
over the country through fake encounters aad
torture under police custody. This is still con-
tinuing wherever people are resisting the oppre-
ssive policies of the state. [t is this intensifying
state terror which has paved the way for unpre-
cedented criminalisation of the society at all
llevels.

The Kerala state committee of CPI (ML) Red
‘Flag, relatives of Varghese and democratic for-
.ces have raised the demand for an immediate
judicial enquiry and punishment to all who were
.responsible for killing Varghese under police
.custody., A statewide people's campaign and

legal measures are taken up In support of this
demand. Inspite of its earller demand for judi-—
clal enquiry In to the killing of Varghese raised
in 1970, CPI (M) leadership has not ordered it
‘eventhough it came to power thrice. Even now
the LF government In Kerala has not taken steps
for It in spite of increasing people's demand.

The same thing is happening in Bengal also.
When CPI (M) led front came to power In 1977
it had accepted the demand .for judiclial enquiry
and follow up action Into the killing ol thous«
ands of Communist revolutionaries including
Charu Majumdar. But the enquiries were stopped
mid-way, the reports recelved are not published,
and no follow-up actions are taken.

It is in this context the July 28 Committee
formed under the leadership of Com. Souren
Bose and relatives of the martyrs have demanded
further judicial enquiry and punlshment of
those responsible for the brutal acts. But the
L F government is refusing to take any action.

Today CPI(M) and L F have called for
united struggle against the increasing fascist
threats mainly posed by Sangh Parivar in pres-
ent. context, But the fasciclsation can be resi-
sted and defeated only by struggling for democr-
atisation of the state. Judiclal enquiry and fo-
{low up action into acts of state terror will only
strengthen thls democratisation. Rather thaa
ordering judicial enquiry into above acts of state
terror and uniting all left and democratic forces
on a programme for democracy and socialism to
fight against increasing fascist threats, CPl (M
is trying to rally behind the Congress which its-
elf has led the country into present crisis in all
fronts. This is nothing but sheer opportunism.

We appeal to all progressive democratic
forces to struggle unitedly against all forms of
state terror and increasing threats of criminali-
sation and fascism. As a part of thls struggle
we demand immediate judicial enquiry and puni-
shment of all those responsible for the murder
under police custody of Charu Majumdar, Saroj
Dutta, Varghese and other CPI (ML) leaders
and actlvists.

Calcutta.

20 November 1998. C.P. 1. (M.L) Red Flag
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EDITORIAL |

The Crisis Deepens

Once the results of the elections to the
four state assemblies are out, they are going to
further deepen the already serious crisis in the
ruling class politics, The rovt of BJP in Rajasthan
and Delhl has proved beyond doubt that the
people of those states rejected the fascist Hin-
dutua ideology of BJP. Eventhough the corrupt
DigvljaySingh Government of Congress (1) In MP
managed to save their skin it was not because
the people acknowledged their politics but was
due to their strong resentment towards the
misrule of BJP at centre.

For the BJP propaganda machine, explai-
ning away huge price-rise of essential commo-
dities was really an impossible task. That is why
it has consclously tried to shift the propaganda
to Hindutua agenda like Vandematram, Saras-
wati Vandana etc, RSS chleftains have Jaunched
viclous communal propaganda through VHP,
Bajrang Dal and their other outfits. The post-
election scene Is going to be vitiated by further
communalisation of Indian polity. BJP leadership
1s preparing itself for utllising the communal card
to the maximum extent if the threats to its
central minlstry materialises,

Though it may not be able to predict how
far this 18 party hotch-hotch alliance ministry
led by BJP shall continue, one thing is certain.
It cannot continue long. The in-fighting of the
constituents of this alliance ts going to further
intensify as the expected reversals to BJP has
materiallsed in this election. It has already dee-
pened the political crisis,

In the frantic bid to remaln in power and to
serve the interests of the imperialists and native
comprador ruling classes the BJP-led governm-
ent Is taking numerous decisions like allowing
407 forelgn equity in Insurance sector, sell- out
of even buge profit-earning PSUs, clearing
amendments to Indlan Patent Act of 1970, intro-
ducing product patents much before it is requi-
red to do so by 2005 according to WTO dictates,
further liberalisation ot export-import policies
etc. This anti-national coterle led by Vajpayee
is in a hurry to enslave the country in all respe-
cts. As a result the economic crisis is deepening
day by day.

But according to Jyoti Basu the Congress

leadership is still not ready to take the support
of all available forces Including Left Front and
to take Initiative in toppling the BJP rule, It Is
walting for BJP ministry to fall due to its own
acute internal strife, This waiting game may:
not yield immediate results as no party or group:
Is ready for another Lok Sabha election soon.
How far this situation may change after the
elections to these four assemblies is yet to be
seen,

Meanwhile, unlike 1996, in spite of best eff-
orts by the CPI (M) - CPI leaderships. there is
no possibillty for a third alternative. So
long as CPI (M)~CPI is also supporting the
liberalisation- globalisation policies In action wh-
erever they are in power, whatever they may
say in words, and so long as Mulayam, Lallu
Prasad, B S P like forces are also not opposing,
these policies, the possibllity as well as the
necessity for a third ruling class alternative does
not exist outside the BJP and Congress led
alliances. The ruling class politics Is getting
polarised more and more around these two.
alternatives,

As far as the CPI(M)-CPI talks of suppor-
ting the Congressin order to fight BJ P is
nothing but sheer opportunism. BJP has taken
over from where the Congress has left the cou-
ntry enslaved and criminalised. BJP is trying
to carry forward the liberalisation-globalisation
policies Initiated by Congress along with its open
communalisation scheme. In this context to
expect that BJP can be resisted by tailing be-
hind Congress is only an illusion, It is social
democratic policy to betray the people's interest,

Open surrender to neocolonial policles and
criminalisation-fascicisation of the state for im..
plementing them are agendas of both Cangress
and the Sangh Parivar. While the former utilises
communal forces covertly for it, the latter openly
goes for Hindutua policies. This is the only imp-
ortant difference between them.

So to resist and defeat neocolonisation and
fascicisation, whether on short-term or long-
term basis, the only alternalve before the
genuine left forcesis to forge their own unity
and unite all progressive democratic patriotic
forces around them.

Page 3 RED STAR December 1998

LIQLILISLD



www.padippakam.com

P.]. James

Amartya Sen: Imperialism’s
Human Face

The decision of the Royal Swedish Aca-
demy of sclences to award the 1998 Bank of
Sweden Prize or the so called Nobel Prize in
Economiics to Amartya Sen is now one of the
most attractive topics of discussion both in
India and abroad. An interesting aspect of this
media blitz Is the well-calculated and one sided
euphoria that is created about Sen in Indla. For,
both the right and the left ranging from the
ultra right BJP to the pseudo left CPI (M) in
the rullng class spectrum are now vying with
each other to appropriate 'Sen, In this context,
therefore, progressive and democratic forces are
duty-bound to make the record straight by
making an objective evaluation of the motives of
Nobel Committee as well as the true gssence of
Sen’s economics, albeit briefly.

Eversince its inception in 1969, Nobel prizes
in Economics have consistently been about con-
tribution to defending the capitalist -imperialist
system and the Nobel committee had no hesita-
1jon in unequivocally declaring this fact openlu.
For instance, for the last several years, prizes
4n economics were awarded to those exclusively
specialising in stock and currency market. Even
last year’s winners, Robert Merton of Harvard
University and Myron Scholes of Stanford Uni-
versity got the prize for developing a formula
for effective stock market speculation. (That
Long Term Capital Management, the finance
company run by these experts totally collapsed
this year as part of the global financial crisis
is another thing). As a matter of fact, contrary
to ruling class propaganda and mainstream per-
ceptlons, this year's award is also  strictly in
conformity with this consistent position espou-
'sed by the Swedish Academy. On the other
hand, in the context of the biggest-ever crisis
confronting imperialism, it is the dishonesty and
duplicity engineered by the Nobzl committee to
camouflage its motive that make this year's
award different. In the citation conferred on
Sen, the Swedish Academy says: “By combining
tools from economics and philosophy, he has
cestored an ethical dimension to the discussion
of vital economlc problems.” This statement it-

self was sufficlent enough In promoting sevara

commentators to acknowledge a fundamenta

change in Nobel Committee's own approach te
economics. Thus several columnists have started
pinpointing that this time Swedish Academy
has made departure from its past by including
those strands of economic thought which hitherte
were excluded from its consideration. Some
others have characterised the award to Sen as
a “discrediting of the neo-liberal paradigm'’ by
the Nobel committee while still others have in-
terpreted It as an effort on the part of Nobel
“to salvage its lost reputation”. A CPI(M) theo-
retician has gone to theextent of depicting Sen’s
contributions as ‘‘sharp weapons against globa-
lisation”. To be precise, current discussions on
this issue are proceeding in such a way as if
Amartya Sen is the new Messiah, the new pro-
phet who is going to liberate us from the pres-
ent crisis, As such, though a detailed enquiry
is not possible here, it is high time that the true
mission vehind the orchestrated campaign is
exposed based an an objective evaluation of Sen
and his position,

Stream to which Sen Belongs

At present, Amartya Sen is very much
projected as a humaalst quite often asking for
a democratic government that is honest and sen-
sitive to the needs of its citizens. However,
this characterisation of Sen is at varlance with
much of his creative works that appeared In the
sixties. During this period when Keynesian
economics had the top - most priority both at
academic and policy circles, Sen could be seen
placing himself in the discredited neoclassical
tradition and it was this that prompted hin to
dissoclate from emlinent leftist economists like
Joan Robinson. Even atter the collapse of Key-
neslanism in the early seventies, Sen continued
to be on the pay-rolls of Harvard, the btiggest
privately funded imperlalist institution consi-
dered to be the harbinger of today’s monetarist
or globalisation policies. During this period,
compared with die - hard moaetarists, being a
shrewd and far-sighted economist, Sen stood
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for the provision of substantial social services
to the poor, At the same time, as a neoclassical
economist firmly rooted in mainstream acade-
mic -economic theory, he was very much’ conc-
erned to make capitalism work better. Therefore,
he urged tktat the rich can continue to prosper
only so long as the poor are entitled to a
certain amount of social services. That is, for-
a “‘sustainable prosperity of the rich”, according
10 him, a minimum amount of food, health, and
education Is indispensable, Indeed, in a world
where reckless and unfettered freedom to spe-
culative capital and total abolition of all welfare
benefits hitherto available to common people
are the officially accepted programme, Sen's
position certainly provides ample scope to be
interpreted as humane and even radical. But an
overview of his perspectives on' markets and
globalisation is more than enough still to arrive
at an objective assessment of Sen and his true
mission.

Globalisation as the only Alternative

Among the Harvard think-tanks, Sen has
been, and Is, one of the staunchest protagonists
of globalisation, free trade and market mecha-
nism everywhere. For instance, in the context
of the inauguration of the new wave of moneta-
rist policies in India at the behest of Fund-Bank
comblne in the early nineties, it was Sen along
with Jagadish Bhagwati, a die-hard monetarist
who came forward unconditionally supporting
Manmohanomics, [n fact, his much trumpeted
advocacy of the need for ‘social safetynet in
the case of India camz only later. [t appeared
in an explicit form only in one of his most rec-
ent work entitled “India: Development and Soc-
ial Opportunity” co-authored with Jean Dreze.
But even here, Amartya Sen, ‘the prophet of
the poor’ subdtly remarks: “The expansion of
mirkets is amang the instruments that can help
pro note human capabilities and, given the imp-
erative need for a rapid elimination of the end-
emic deprivation in India, it would be irresponsi-
ble to Ignare that opportunity’. Since everybody
knows the true essence of this “opportunity”
from the past few years of experience, no
elaboration of it Is needed here. Of course'
Professor Sen is very consistent in this regard.
For instance, on October 15, at a news confer—
ence following the announcement of Swedish
Academy he agaln sald:” I take the view that
globalisation is ultimately a major force for
good, and indeed if adequately backed by’ nati-
onal policies it can be a major force of pros-

perity In the world”. N> doubt, at a timz when
the entire Afro-Asian-Latin Amnarizcan econo nies
are crumbling down one by one duz to this
‘globallsation’, Sen’s prlorities are his cownnit-
ment to imperlalists. In this context his latest
assessment of the Indian situation is very revee~
aling. In an Interview broadcast on the Hiadi
Service Voice of Amnarica on Octobar 22, he
even went to the extent of saylng that glabali-
sation had made it passible ‘'the elinination of
poverty in India within reach'. In fact, this
statement is more frightening than the allround
economic retardation and sacial upheavels that
the country and its people are exerieacling
today. And this so called apostie of humanism
and welfarism is highly intolerant to those who
criticizes glabalisation too. In the aforesaid
interview, according to San, those who oppuse
the new economic policies are mere “dogmnatls—
ts”. He says: “What is reqiired is the acknow-
ledgement of the seriousness of these Issues
rather than getting bogged down in some kind
of dogmatic debate about whether you rely on
100 percent on market mechanlsm or reject it
100 percent.” Appealing for a ‘‘nda-dag natic”
and “open-minded” approach to globalisation,
Sen concluded his interview thus: “S> relorms
were a moave in the right direction but not an
adequatzly complete move in thit directisn'.
Hzre both Amniartya Szn, ‘tha proahzt of the
poor” and the die~-hard nonetarists w1>denand
a further opeaning up of the economy toinp2-~
rlalist caoitil arz naviag taz sanz wivzleajra
in their thoughts.

Anti-Comni1aism, th2 Haillmark

Quite often, Szn's much trumoazted analysis
of poverty aad fanine teadis to shield the very
forces and processes that create poverty and
famines in pyar countries, [tis nywv a unver-
sally accepted fact that faminein thz m>izrn
era is the direct outcome of imperialist economic
policies both in the colonial and neo - colonial
period. Food policy has been one of the most
powerful weapans in imozrialism's globat plun-
der. For instance, the Bengal famine of 1343
to which Sen himself was a witness 'had been
the direct outcone of British colonial policy.
The famines of Ethiopla, Sanilia, Saihel, etc
are the direct offshsot of the neacolontal agrl-
businessi operations of MNZs led by U3 Inp-
erialism. Instead ot identifying this historica/ly
valid and objectlve truth, thrauga his highly
techaical and emplrical analysis of fanines Sen
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was always trying to whitewash the real culprit
that is Imperlalism and deviatirg world people's
wrath against the common enemy. At present,
a number of imperialist institutions and glcbally
junded NGO theoreticians are dolng the ssne
task. Quite often, even well - meanirg peuple
are atiracted and led astray by Sen’s apparently
phllosophical and prophetic questions like ‘W hat
causes starvation in general which shous Itself
In extreme form during famines'? But his cry-
ptic answer to this question is much revealirg.
For, after an elaborate siudy of mwodern tawrines
In various countries such as China, Ethiopia,
Sahel, etc. Sen makes the conclusion: “There
has never been a famine in a democratlc coun-
try’”’. The clue is obvious. That is, famines in
these countries are due to the lack of an Ame-
rican model democracy 1ihere!

This anti- communist orientation of this Ha-
tvard expert’s lamine studies is mwost conspic-
vous in his analysis of Chinese famines. It Is
common knowledge that pre-revolutionary China
had been the poorest country with the largest
number of hungry people in the world. (It was
for unravelling this Chinese reality in her novel
‘Good Earth’ that Pearl S. Buck got Nobel Prize
in literature) Obviously, Chinese food position
at the time of completing the revolution in 1649
was much worse than that of contemporary
Indla. However,fin spite of imperiallst er.circle-
ment and isolation, within & span of three de-
cades China transformed itself into a stage
where It could produce two-and a half tines
more foodgrains than India could produce. In
addition to this, to feed the most populous co-
untry in the world, Peoples' China had to resort
to annual import of about 20 milllon tonnes of
food grains too. Thus, in spite of heavy odds
including frequent natural calamities that created
acute food shortages (whose consequences
would have been much severe had the Chinese
state during this period been just like a com pr-
ador one as in India) in the initial years of socis
alist construction, the People's Republic of
China under Mao TseTung did succeed in mee-
ting the basic food needs of Chinese People. On
the contrary, almost half of the Indian popul-
ation is still urderfed and undernourished. To
be precise, while Chinese food avallabiilty
increased as part of the sociallst constructlon
occurring there, Sen’s 'democratic India’s’ {ood
situation was worsening during this perlod. In
this context, rather than makirg an objective
evaluation of the food problems confronting
China In the {iftles and sixties from a historical

perspective, Sen appreached the whole issue
with ideclogical blas and prejuldices. Compared
with this he has been very much soft to the
policy | fallures of Indlan rulers. In fact, Sen's
studles on Chinese famines are oriented In such
a manner that they can be used as powerful
ideological weapons in the hands of imperlalist
thirk-' tanks’ in their antl-communist global ba-
ttle. For instance, his statement that In China
during the Great Leap Forward over 25 mlllion
people died of starvation is a highly exaggerated
flaure which thrilled Sen's imperialist friendsh
very much.

However, Sen made a somersault after the
death of Mao Tse Tung and became the staun-
chest exponent of what is called a ‘Chinese
model'’ As the Dengist clique In collaboraties.
with Imperlalist forces could undo whatever
gains made under the leadership of Mao Tse
Tung within a short span of time, this apparent
transformation of Sen is quite consistent with
his Ideological predilections. In fact, the so
called ‘Chinese model' that Sen often eulogises
slong with ‘Kerzla mode!’ (during the late 70s.
and throughout the 80s together with World
Bank Sen did much to popularise and advocate
the Kerala model as a ‘third world development:
path’ at a global levely occuples a prominent
place In his writinas only as a corollary of the
concept of ‘soclalist market econcmy' put for-
ward by Deng since the eighties. While unem~
ployment under Mao had been an exception,
under Deng’s ‘soclalist market economy’ 25 cro-
res of Chinese people (almost equal te the pop-
ulation of USA) are now unemployed! Sen In
his Chinese studfes while vehemently criticizes-
Mao's econamic policies, keeps silence on the
gruesamre sccio-economic scenario in today's
China very revealingly. Probably, this may be
the reason why the studies of Sen which are-
selected by the Nobel Committee belong to the
period 1960s ard 70s, To be precise, uniike
projected by some so called Marxist theore—-
ticlans, Amartya Sen is not in the company of
Marxists but that of ‘market socialists.”

Imparting Human Face to
Globalisation

As humankind is confrnoting an unprece-
dented global political—economic crisls, unable
even to give an academic explanation to this
crisls, mainstream economic theory has already
become quite irrelevant As the productive base

(Contd P. 17).

Page 6 RED STAR December 1998

LIQLILIGBLD



www.padippakam.com

Following demolition ot Babari Masjid on 6 December 1992 ghastly communal riots broke out:
in Mumbai claiming thousands of lives and massive destruction of property. dustice Sreekrishna Co-
mmission was appointed to enquire into it. But in 1996 the BJP-Shiv Sena government which came to
power In maharashtra wound up the Commission. Under increasing public pressure the 13 day BJP"
government at centre in 1996 was forced to order restoration of the Commission

' Though the final report was submitted by the Commission in February 1998 the BJP - SS.
government refused to publish it as it condemns the Hindutuavadi forces for the communal massacre.
Once again it was following public pressure the government tabled it in the state  assembly. But it:
rejected the findings of the Comrmission contemptuously on flimsy grounds. This communal decislon:
was endorsed by the BJP led government at centre also. In this way the central and state govern-
ments are conspiring to shield those who have perpetrated the worst communal riots in Mumbali.

. " In thils situation the struggle to expose the criminal Hindutuavadis to punish the heinous ele-.
meats responsible for the rlots, and to tring justice to those who suffered and are suffering due to:
the riots, like the struggle to expose and punish those responsible for demolition of Babri Masjid

has to be foqght in the streets, among the people.

In order to help this struggle on the occasion of the sixth anniversary of the demolition of:

Babri Masjid and Mumbai riots and massacres we are publishing the
Report, Remaining parts will be published in following issues- RS.

Chapter 1 ‘Preliminary’ of the

._-"Sreekrishna Commission Report

Chapter 1

PRELIMINARY

11 For five days in December 1992 (6th to
10th December 1992) and fifteen days in Janu-
ary 1993 (6th to 20th January 1993), Bombay,
prima urbs of this country, was rocked by riots
and violence unprecedented in magnitude and
ferocity, as though the forces of Satan were let
loose, destroying all human values and civilized
behaviour. Neighbour killed neighbour; houses
were tansacked, looted and burned, all in
the name of religion, as If to vindicate palinfully
the cynical observation of KariMarx. ‘‘Religion
is the opium of the people.” Those fateful fif-
teen days saw the people on the streets opiated
beyond the call of right and wrong. The blood-
shed persuaded the Government of Maharashtra,
at the Instance of the then Prime Minister Shri
R. V. Narasimha Rao, to constltute a Judicial
Commission of Inquiry to Inquire into the grue-
.some incidents of riots and violence.

1.2 By a Notification Home Department No.
FIR- 5693/Bombay-1,/ Appointment/SPL-2 dated
25th January 1993, the Government of Mahara-
shira constituted this commission of Inquiry
with the following Terms of Reference:—

(1) the circumstances, events and Iimmediate
causes of the incidents which occurred in the
Bombay Police Commissionerate area in Decem-
ber 1992 on or after the 6th Decamber 1992
and, again in January 1993, on or after the 6th
January 1993;

{liy whether any individual or group of indivi-
duals or any other organisatlon, were respon-
sible for such events and clrcumstances;

(i) the adequacy or otherwise of the precau-
tionary and preventive measures, taken ty the
Police preceding the aforesaid incidents;

(iv) whether the steps taken by the Police in
controlling the riots were adequate and proper
and whether the police firing resulting in deaths
was justified or not; and

(v) the measures, long and short term, which
are required to be taken by the administration
to avold recurrence of such Incidents, to secure

. communal harmony and also to suggest impro-

vemerts in law and order machinery,

13 After the Commission’s office and esta-
blishment had been set up, public notices were
issued on 15th February 1993 calling upon all
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persons having knowledge about facts touching
the Terms of Reference to come forth and file
affidavits before the Commission, The Commi-
ssion also called upon the Government and the
Police to file detailed affildavits putting forth
their respective versions. Though, initially, the
time given was upto 22nd March 1993, the time
came to be extended, in response to applicat-
ions for extenslon of time made by several
prominent citizens, the State Government and
the Police from time to time, upto 7th June
1993. 2126 affidavits were filed before the Co-
mmission, of which 02 were by Government, 549
4y the Police and 1575 by members of public.

14 Recording of evidence commenced on
29th June 1993. As virtualily the entire area fall-
dng within the Bombhay Police Commissionerate
had been affected by the incident of riots and
‘violence, the Commission decided to examine the
incidents Police Stationwise, that too taking up
for examination twenty-six police stations
where large number of serious incidents had
.occurred. Evidence wasrecorded from day to:
-day, excepting for short periods of recess re-
.quested by the Police on the grounds of unusual
tbandobust and security arrangements:-

1.5 Congress-1 was the party in power in
the State when the Notification appointing the
. Commisslon was issued, but went out of power
~ in the Assembly elections of 1995 The coalition
Government of Shiv Sena-Bharatlya Janata
Party was Installed by or about 15th March
1995. Consistent with Its public utterances, the
Shiv Sena-Bharatlya Janata Party Government
desired the Commission to go into certain
aspects of the Serial Bomb Blasts which occurred
on 12th March 1993 in the city of Bombay. The
Terms of Reference were expanded and the
following additional terms were referred to the
Commisslons-~

{v) the clrcumstances and the immediate
cause of the Incidents commonly known as the
serial bomb-blasts of the 12th March 1993,
which eccurred in the Bombay Police Commi-
ssionerate area;

(vil) whether the incidents referred toin term
{i), have any common link with the incidents
referred to in term (vi) above; and

(vill) whether the incidents referred toin
term (i) and In term (vl) were part of a common
-design.

1.6 By a Notitication Home Department No.
FIR-5696/Mumbai-1/ Appointment/JC datéd’ 23rd:
Januvary 1996, the Commissionwas ' disbanddd
on the ground thatit had taken unduly
long time to produce its report and that its
report, even If produced, was only likely to
open old wounds which had healed. As could

have been expected, there was a backlash. of
media and publlc protests. A group of Wtit
Petitions were moved before the Bombay

High Court challenging the Government’s action
of disbanding the Commission. By the time the

Writ Petitions were heard and about to be
decided, the Government at the centre changed

and Bharatiya Janata Party led coalitlon aSsu-

med power for about two weeks. During those .
two weeks, the then Prime Minister, Shri Atal
Behari Vajpayee, addressed a letter to the Chief

Minister of Maharashtra, Shri Manohar Joshi;
advising him to revive the Commission and the

Commission was reconstituted by the Notifica-
tion Home Department No. FIR.5696/Mumbai-1/

Appointment/JC dated 28th May 1996,

1.7 Time was'spent from 28th May 1996 to
24th June Y996 in debating and deciding the
scope.of the added Terms of Reterence. By pub-
lic notice dated 26th June 1995 the Commission
called upon all persons having knowledge of the
facts and circumstances pertalning to the added
Terms of Reference to file affidavits. In res-
ponse to the public notice, nine affidavits were
filed, of which one was from the Government
six from the Police and two from a private citi-
zen. >

1.8 The work of recording of evidence was
resumed from 24th June 1996, continued and
came to an end on 4th July 1997, during the
course of which the Commission has recorded
the evidence of 502 witnesses, whose deposi-
tions run into 9655 pages and also took on
record 2903 documents as Exhibits (about
15,000 pages) and 536 orders were passed.

1.9 Statements of Case were field by (1)
Lawyers' Collective, (2) Committee for Prote-
ctlon of Democratic Rights (CPDR), (3) Bombay
Bar Association, (4) Communist Party of India
{CPI), (5) Jamlet-E-Ulema, (6) Bharatiya Janata
Party, (7) Shiv Sena, (8) Indian Human Muslim
League, (9) All India Milli Council and (10) Akhil
Bharatiya Hindu Mahasabha. Most of the parties
were represented by Counsel who actively parti-
cipated in the proceedings. The able assistance:
of all Counsel, including those for the Commi-
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-ssion. rendered invaliable h’qlp'ﬂ”t'o the Comm-
ssion In deciding several contentious’ issues of
daw and the conduct of the procéedings before
it | s f

110 'Since proceedings before it are not
adversary proceedings and considering the eno-
rmous amount of time already spent, the Comm-
Ission called upon the parties before it to 'file
Written Submissions, if any, briefly highlighting
their respective stands and thair conclusions
with regard to the evidence recorded by the
Commission. MC shn
1,11 Lawyers' Legal Ald Committee and All
India Milli Council, Jamiet-E-Ulema, Bharatlya
Janata Party and Shiv Sena have filed their Wri-
tten Submissions which have been taken' on
record  and considered by the Commission, In
making this Report. -
112 For the sake of brevity and easy reada-
bllity the Commission has glven its conclusjons
in this Volume and discussed the evidential nua.
nces In the Second Volume of the Report. '

1:13 Communal riots, the bane of this coun-
try, are like Incurable eplleptic seizures, whose
symptoms, though dermant over a perlod of
time, manifest themselves over and over again.
Measures of various kinds suggested from time
to time dealt with symptoms and acted as palli-
atives without effecting a permanent cure of ‘the
malaise. This Commissior {s aware that ‘there
are several maladies, which may have no perma-
nent cure, but yet with effective treatment, can
be contalned within manageable limits. In the
views of this Commission, till there is a radical
change in soclal outlook, achieved only by total
revanping of soclal values and wides pread edu-
“cation, co nmnunal riots must be treated, perh-
aps, as an incurable disease whose prognosis
calls for sultable measures to contain its -evil
effects. This Commission has no magical nos-
trum or panacea to offer, but only age old wis-
dom conditioned by newer experlences.

114 The Commission by an'order dated 13th
September 1993 appointed a Committee of Ex-
pert Assessors from the Tata Institute of Soclal
Services under the Chalrmanship of Dr, R K,
Hebsur, Professor, Social Sciences, and 'Head,
Department of Research Methodology, Tata In-
stitute of Soclal Sciences, Deonar, Bombay
400088, comprising Dr. Jacob A. Alkara, Profe-
ssor, Sociology of Education and Head, Unit for

Sociology of Education, Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, Deonar, Bombay 400088 and Dr, Cha-
ndan Sengupta, Reader, Unlt for Urban Studies,
Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Deonar, Bo~
mbay 400088 and Mr, S. Siva Raju, Demograp-
hist, to study the political, socioeconmic, dem-
ographic and other factors contributing to the
riots, The Committee of Assessors have made
a report [Exhibit 2680 (C)] which is elucidating
and enlightening and improved the overall per-
ception of the Commlssion.

115 The Commission also appointed a Co-
mmittee of Assessors by an order dated 24th
June 1993 comprising Mr. K, F. Rustamji, . P S.
(Retd ), (Former Director General of Police, B S.
F.), Mr K P, Medhekar, | P, S, (Retd,), (Former
Director General of Police, Maharashtra State),
Mr. DS, Soman, LP, S, (Retd.), (Former Director
Genera! of Police, Maharashtra State), and Mr,
D. Ramchandran, I, P, 3, (Retd.), (Former Addi-
tlonal Director General of Police, Maharashtra
State) who were called upon to study the polic-
Ing system in the city and make suitable
suggestions to Improve its efficacy, By a report
dated 23rd June, 1994, this Committee has also
made valuable suggestions which have been
considered oy the Commission,

1,16 Apart from the witdesses examined be-
fore it and the reports of the Experts, the
Commissian has also githered material Inputs
trom a vast body of literature on the subject.

2. The build - up

L The sense of camaraderie, which existed
between the Hindus and the Muslins when they
were united in their efforts to throw the British
out of this country, apoeared to have vaporized
and vanisazd with th: “two Nation theory
alvocated by Maohammed All Jinnah spawaing
the political perfidy of partition of the country:
and leading to the massacre of thousands of
innocent citizens on both sides of the border,
uprooting and utter ruin of innocent families
whose only mistake was that they happened to
reside in an area predominantly occupied by the
other comnunity  With attainment of free dom
and adoption of the Indjan Constitution with
its Inbuilt guaranteed fundamental tights of
minorities, apprehenslons entertained by the
minoritizs should have subsided. However, it
was soon realized that the apprehensions were
merely driven daeper into the psyche, to fester
there and manifest themselves at periodic inter=
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vals. Creation of Syecial Rights in favour of the
minority, though interded for allaying their fears,
brought in its weke a resentm ent against the
minorities on the part of the majority ie. the
Hindus, An almosphere of distrust., and a feeling
of “us"” and “them” which exlsted, albeit nebu-
lously, soon after ike partition, became thicke-
ned by opportunistic politics. Piffling 1ssues
become Insuperable when the mind 1s blased
and absent the will to reconcillate, Right through
the Forties, a section of Hindus started the
clamour for ‘“liberation” of several mosques,
which according to them, were temrples oppress-
fvely converted Irlo mosques during Muslim
reign. The Government at the Centre, instead
of addressing Itself 10 an acceptable resolution
of the issue, dregged its feet, perhaps with the
fond hope that the frcblem would soon disa-
ppear If swept uncer the carpet.

22 Time and again, the Hindutvawadis (as
the Hindu comrmunal partles are popularly called)
raised a shrill cry {for construction of a temple
at Avodhya at the very place where the Babri
Masjld stccd, clairirg that it was the hallowed
place where Lord Shri Rem, the embodiment of
all that is Irdlan, was born. This was, of course,
stcutly resisted by the Muslims who refused to
glve up even aninch.

23 The issue became contentious and landed
iteelf In the lap of Courts. Thanks to the in-
evitable judicial delays, the issue smoldered in
Ccurls, till the Nineties when the Bharatiya
Jarata Farty revived 1t to regain lost political
milege. The Rath Yatra of Shri L. K. Advani,
leader of the Bharatiya Janata Party, refocu-
sced attention on the Ram Janma Bhooml-Babri
Masjid dispute. The inevitable clashes and
nircr cases of riotirg, which took place along
tke 1cute of the Rath Yatra, as reported by the
reusporers, where the distant thunderclaps
gortercir g the storm to come,

24 From Or about July 1992, the Bharatiya
Janata Party orchestrated its campaign {or con-
stiuction of a temple at Ayodhya by holding
Ram F aduka processions, Chowk Sabhas and
Meetirs using these occaslons for delivering
speeches exhorting the Hindus to become united
on the issue. Not only were these occaslons
used tor exhorting Hindus to unite, but some
speeches and slogans on such occaslons were
down right con munal, warning the Muslims that
dissent on the Ram Janma Bhoomi- Babrl Masjid
dispute would be an act of treachery for which

the Muslims; would be banished from the covntry,
Slogans like “Mandir Vahi Banayenge” and “Is
Desh me tahana hoga to Vande Mataram kahana
hoga” rent the air. Though ostensibly religious,
the Ram Paduka proce'ssion had less of religlon
and more of politics.  Under the attractive garb
of advocating one's own religion, the Hindutva-
wadis politicized the lssue and tried to pre-
empt the issue pending in the Court of law, by
thelr sirident clamout for construction of Lord
Shri Ram's temple at Ayodhya,

2.5 The ?apillat{ng attitude’ of the Central
Government emboldened the sudden Installation
of the idels of Ram Lalla in the disputed struct-
ure and spawned the demand for permission to
carry out pooja therein. The Babri Masjid, a2
dilapidated structure, which perhaps was not
even used as a Mosque, suddenly became a
rallying point for the Muslims. Vocal sections
amongst the Musiims formed the Babri Masjld
Protection Committee, which called upon the
Government of India to ensure that no harm
would befall the Babri Masjid. Hindu religlous
passtons were whipped up by the demand for
permission to hold Karseva at the disputed spot.
The first Karseva was sometime in 1991 and,
barring minor Incidents of rloting and police .
firing, there was not much serlous trouble.
“Though, Hindutvawadis kept up sustained pro-
paganda that the waters of Sarayu had turned
crimson with the blood of Innocent martyrs shot
down by the police, the issue cooled off. The
waning influence of the Congress (1) and the wa-
xing popularity of the Bharativa danata Party
aspiring to capture power at the Centre led to
the declaration of a second Karseva on 6th
December 1992

96  The period from October 1992 to Nove-
mber 1992 saw hectic preporations on the part
of the Bharativa Janata Party, and its allied
parties like V. H. P, Bajrang Dal and R.S. S,
for the Karseva scheduled on 6th December
1992. The strident clamour of the Hindutvaw—
adie for construction of a temple at the disputed
site grew louder every’ day; so did the resist-
ance of the Muslims who were bent upon oppo-
sing the Hinous on any further concessions in
the matter of using the disputed structure. Mee~
tings, processions, placards, pamphlets Issued
on both sides, each fielding its most eloquent
speaker to exhort the public that its point of
view was right. Speaker after speaker thundered
forth at the meetings about the disastrous cons-
equences that would ensue if the Babri Masjid

(Contd. P, 15).
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THE COMING CRISIS

We are already in the middle of a general
crisis of the capitalist-imperialist system, [t
is estimated that in terms of both financial and
real economic varlables, the deflationary press-
ures are stronger today compared to any time
since the Great Depression. Or, this new edi-
tion of Great Depression is much more sarious,
This fact is accepted by the propagandists of
the imperialist svstem also. To face this crisis
efforts are being made for new reforms, new
adjustments also. In the name of waelfare eco-
nomics a new mixture of monetarism with neo—
Kevnisianism is also put forward.

While the ruling systém is engaged in atte-
mpts to get over this crisis, the task before
the proletartan revolutionary forcesis to find
ways and means to topple this system and to
lead the world towards a soclalist alternative.

In order to overthrow this system it is nec-
essary that the proletarian revolutionary forces
should know the magnitude and character of the
present general crisis. To help this study we
Intend to publish a series of articles. Contri-
butions and comments are invited. To start the
search for understanding this crisis we are repr-
oducing the following article of Jayati Ghosh
from Frontline, dated 6 November. It glves a
comparatively good description of the present
crisis, though we do not agree with her sugge-
stlons for the solution to this crisis—RS,

Many years ago. the economist Charles
Kindleberger had identifled the pattern of a fin-
anclal crisls in his classic work, Manias, Panics
and Crashes. The crisis is the last phase of a
cycle which begins with an initial boom. The
upswing usually starts with some change, such
as new markets, new technologies or political
transformations.. It proceeds via credit expan-—
slon, rising prices, particularly of assets, and
euphoria.

Overtrading and then speculative mania
emerge, “as a larger and larger group of people
seeks to become rich without a real understand-
ing of the processes involved.” Ultimately, the
markets cease rising and, as a consequence, so-
me highly borrowed players find themselves ov-
erstretched.

This is the “distress” stage. Distress gen-
erates other fallures, including some unexpect-
ed ones, and this Is followed by a stage of ‘“‘re-
vulsion” or “‘discredit.”” This final phase is a
self-feeding panic, involving a downward free

fall.

But then financial markets are notorlously
prone to cycles; asset markets have always.
tended to go boom and bust. This In itself does.
not necessarily make for major real economic
depression unless there are other deflationary-
forces operating, or unless the effects of the fI-
nanclal faflures on the real economy are not co-
unterbalanced by increased ‘spending In some
other way. Kindleberger recognised that major
economic depressions do not result from credit
cycles in themselves, but from a complex inter-
play of real and financial factors that reinforce
each other. The central message of Keynes.
was that such a downward spiral can be broken
by public action, The central message of Kind-
leberger’s work Is that in a global economy, su-
ch piblic action depends upon institutional arr-
angements, power configurations and division:
of national responsibllities which cannot be tak--
en for granted to exist.

This Is because deflationary tendencies ha--
ve a tendency to be transmitted across countr--
les, through trade flows of course, but even:
more significantly through the movements of
private capital. In the Inter- War period which
gave rise to the Great Depression, the fears of
capital flight and inflation preverted governm-
ents from engaging in expanslonary fiscal and
monetary strategles which could have warded
off the crisis. As Kindleberger pointed out, this
could happen because in that period there was
no clear leader in the capitalist world ready to
take on both the power and responsibilities ass-
ociated with Jeadership.

Such a leader has to operate at both the
financial and real levels to prevent economic
collapse. In terms of finance, there are three
Priorities: first, to prevent lailures of highly lev-
eraged speculative investors from generating
systemic financial collapse; second, to meet the
flight of capital from emerging markets with the
provision of liquidity to countrles in trouble; th-
ird, to respond to any contraction of credit do-
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.mestically with determined monetary loosening.
These correspond to the usual lender of last
resort functions. In addition, the leader must
also operate on the real economy, to ensure a
continued expansion of demand and. economic
activity. This means running large trade detic-
its, and ensuring continued and expanding mar -
kets for the exports of countries facing econo-
mic difficulties. . These have been described as
the duties of the buyer of last resort, and they
are as necessary for stable international capita-
lism. !

.1t is fairly obvious that the world ecenomy
today Is desperately in need of such a world le-
ader, in terms of both buyert and lender of last
resort. The current dellationary pressures=in
terms of both financial and real economic varl=
ables-are stronger today than they have been
at any time since the Great Depression. A sha-
pshot view of the woyld economy today reveals
a picture of stagnation and decline that would
have been simply unbelievable even two years
ago.

Thus, most of the Asian region-including the
most dynamic economies of the previous decade
~is already in the midst of 2 substantial esono:
mic depression. For the crisis ridden countries
of East and South-East Asia, gross domaestic
product (GDP) forecasts for the current year
range from declines of 6 per centinSouth Korea
to around 10 per cent in Thailand to as much as
20 per cent In Indonesia  Even China has not
been immune, despite its attempts to shore up
domestic demand, and growth forecasts there
have had to be cut. Meanwhile in Japan, cont-
inued attempts at fiscal expansionand monetary
relaxation have come to naught, as the infection

from the East Asian depression refuses to go
away.

In Europe also, the situation is bleak. The
Russian economy is on the verge of complete
collapse, and national income is expected to fall
again for the ninth consecutive year, resulting
in the sharpest economic decline in modern his-
tory, with-output around half of the level of a
decade ago.

Even formerly socialist countries which ha-
ve supposedly “recovered” have barely manag-
ed to limp back to national income levels of the
pre-transition period In western Europe, out-
put slowdown and high rates of unemployment
persist despite all the hype surrounding the for-

matlon of the European Union's single market,
and notwithstanding the hopes generated by
the future potential of the euro as one of the
world's major currencies. In Africa, already
one of the poorest..regions in the world; per
capita incomes have been falling in most count—
ries for nearly three decades now and there are

no signs of a reversal of this .disastrous trend.

Latin Ametica was being hailed by market
analysts as a reglon that was finally coming out
of its own crises indaced by excesses of extern-=
al debt and private capital inflow. Earlier this
year it even seemed as if Latin America ‘would
emerge relatively unscathed from the financial
crises besetting Asia and Russia. But the pre-
¢sures stemming from lower commodity prices
and instabllity on the international markets ha-
ve begun to tell in the past two months.

In the wake of the Russian debt default and
devaluation, the continent has been buffeted by
a wave of speculative pressure. Stock markets
have plunged, currencies have come under pre-
ssure and bond yieids haverisen to their highest
tevels since the Mexican ' Tequila" crisis of 1995,
Once aghin, the most vulnerable economies are
those of Brazil and Mexico. Indeed, Brazil is
currently a focal point of the crisis raging thro-
ugh world financial markets. If Brazil goes, it
will drag much of Latin America down with it,
The impact of this on the U S, economy and
financial markets would be considerable. Some
observers have argued that a serious crisis In
Brazil would be the proximate catalyst that cou-
Id push the already slowing world economy fin-
to recession.

All this year, the U. S. economy seemed to
be the great survivor, even the beneficiary, of’
the gloom and doom 'in other markets, The
flight to U. S. assels {rom other financial mark-
ets in decline led to the equity boom which has
in tern led a U S consumer boom, driving pers-
onal savings ratesin the U. S close to zero,
and creating all the features of an asset price -
led bubble feeding into real economy expansion.
Less than a vear ago, Alan Greenspan, chairman
of the U. S. Federal Reserve, said it was possi-
ble that the Asian crisis would have a “salutary"
effect on the U. S. economy. His argument was
that the damping effect would slow the U S.
economy just enough to restrain inflationary pr-
essures, but not by so much as to prompt a rec-
ession. .
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Even - Greenspan's tune has changed by .
now. :In September he admitted that “it {s just

. not credible that the U. S. economy can remain
an oasis of - prosperity unaffected by a world
-that.is experiencing .gteatly increased: stregs.”
In the past month U. S. equity prices have stu-
mbled badly as fears mount that the widen ‘dep-
ression Is coming home to America, There are
at least three reasons for these fears,' which
override the effects ol the continued consumer

. boom in the U, §. . ; i

First, the global financial crisis is expected
.to bite harder. The increase in the U. S, trade
deficlt in the first half of.the year. is likely to be
the harbinger of more. bad news. The- Asian
Jregion has turned dowa further since then and
the crisis has spread to Russia, among other
countries. It also looks like causing mayhem
in Latin America, which is even mere Important
for the U. 8. Second, U: S. companies seem in-~
creasingly vulnerable to deflation. Many are
being squeezed between a near inability to raise
prices because of weakness in international ma-
skets and rising costs at home. The resulting
crunch on corporate profits is likely ta trim inv.
estment, which has been a big contributor to
U. S. growth in the past few years, and to wea -
ken the already nervous financial matkets. Th-
ird, the stock market retreat in recent months
is likely to reduce domestic demand, Since no
one really knows the extent to which the move-
ment of the market has affected consumer con-
fidence and spending in the U. S, it is also-dif[-
icult to judge the Impact of the retreat, but the
direction is inevitably negative in terms of spen-
ding and economic activity .

This explains the gloomy nature of the cu-
rrent forecasts of world output growth. Mains-
tream private forecasters like J. P, Morgan have
predicted U. S economic growth at a miserable
0.1 per cent next year. Growth in all emerging
economies together, including those that have
escaped contagion, Is forecast to be only 1.3
per cent. Quite optimistically, J. P. Morgan
forecasts Japanese growth at 0.7 per cent and
that of the European Union at 1.7 per cent. But
for the world as'a whole, all this means growth
of only 0.9 per cent. 1t should be noted that
all of these forecasts-of the International Mon-
etary Fund, of the Organisation of Economic
Cooperation and" Development and .of . private
forecasters-are belng continuously revised:- do -
wnwards, which Is another classic indicator. of
recession, i LGS

If history is any gulde, the need for a leader
to pull the capitalist system ozt of this slump
Is obvious. It is also clear that the IMF is to>
misguided In its pollcy responses and too small
in terms-of its resources to play the role of len-
der of last resort. Indeed, the Bretton W>sds
Institutions have ‘earned such & bad namz in the
current crisis that even London’s Thz Financial
Timas now refers to them as “the gruesomne tw-
osome."” But in ary case, the amount of resour~
ces required to " prevent international financial
debacle Is certainly beyond thair capacity. i

Similarly, the world desperately needs a
major buyer of last resort. I the casuilties of
the tinancial meltdown in Asia, the teetering ec-
onomies of Latin America, the oppressed prim=
ary exporters of Africa, and the devastated reg-
ions of the former Soviet Uaion are to recover,
they must find markets for their goods id the
West, Thus the developed capitalist countries
must Incréase their imports from such reglons
dramatically in order to avold a more generalised
slump. Blg trade deficits in the most prospero-
us natlons are an essential part of a resolution
of the present crisis.

So far, however, the U. S, seems unwilling
to take on the dutles and respansibilities assocs
fated with leading world capitalism, and the res-
ponse of mast European leaders has bean siml-
larly unimaginative, It almast seems as If the
world econony is condenned ts a repatition of
the widely read history of an eaclier deprassion,

. Of course, that particular dapressian did also

mark the first syste natlc attemoats at Indistria=
lisation in a range of underdavelop2d countries
across three continents. Could the ciming de=~
presslon provlde another such chance?

@
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On Dr. Amartya Sen and Nobel Prize

“In any case the Nobel Committee has en-
*hanced the prestige of the prize by giving it to
people like him™ (le Sen). This is wkat is written
by Sitaram Yechury, CPl (M)'s politbureau mem-
ber about Amartya Sen getting the prize (Sun-
day 25-31 Oct,). As a leader of a social demr.o-
cratic party Yechury has expressed himself well.
After all the soclal democrats are dominating
the Nobel Committee, and it Is always serving
the capitalist - imperlalist system well by hono-
uring those whose names can be used well for
its interests. So one should not be surprised. .if
Surjeets and Yechurls laud Sen to the skies for
his welfare economics which is nothing but
¢classical capltalist economics. e,

" Then there are so-~called progressive colu-
mnists like Praful Bidwal. He is {inding it dilfi~
cult to search-out appropriate words to sufii-
clently appreciate and eluogise Sen, See what he
writes: "Amartya Sen is the economists' econo-

mist, the philosophers’ philosepher. More, he is .

a public Intellectual who brings morality into pu-
blic policy disccurse~-. The honouringof Ama-
rtya Senis a vindication of the humanist-radical-
secular project.” He goes on to add that “the
award also signilies the discrediting of the neo-
liberal economic paradigm” whereas Amartya
Sen is only presenting s new mixture of Keyni-
slan and monetarist policies which is useful to
the Imperialist camp today for overcoming the
crisls to the liberalisation-globalisation scheme
experienced everywhere. When Bidwai gives the
certificate that “Sen is a staunch defender of
human rights” (Frontline, 6 November) he Is co-
nscilously concealing that Sen Is only a defender
of human rights under capitalist patronage.

But however hard these social democrats
and columnlsts try, theycannot cover up the
zreal class character of the Nobel Committee and
that of Sen. These talks about welfare econo-
mics under capitalist economy are themselves
absurd. We are wilnessing what three centurles
of uninterrupted capitalism could create in-US.
For detalls one can refer to human rights re-
cords In US written by Bldwai himself in the
same issue of Frontline.

To understand about Nobel Committee please
yremember that last year two fairly nondescript
economic statisticlans engaged In so-called mira-
cle of derlvative economics as applied to stock
markets were chosen for Nobel prize in econo-
mics. They were closely assoclated with the fin-
anclal firm, Long Term Capital Management,

which collapsed leading to the loss of the life-
savings of hundreds ot thousands of American.
households, This collapse necessitated a §
3.6 billlon bail out. When Robert Merton and
Myron Scholes were elected for Nobel prize the
general crisis of IMF-WB package had not rea-
ched present stage. Imperialist ' ideologues were-
optimistic of neo-liberal or monetarist wonders.
Teday the picture has changed. Not only the
Asian Tigers even Japanese ecanomy is in sha-
mbies. Stagfletion is reaching unprecedented
léevels. That is why somebody wko can say that
the blggest fallure In indla Is social Inequality
and still opt for capltalism which irtensifies this
inequallty Is elected ' this year for the prize.
Those who praise Sen to the skies [cr achieving:

‘this prize do not care to' note that Sen is a de-

fender of the llberalieation-globalisation scheme
-which is ruining the ¢ountry. When he does so
he.does not take Into consideration the capita-
list-landlord cheracter of the Indian state within
which this scheme is Implemented, or the conse-
quences of this scheme In' the numerous coun-
tries where it is already implemented. His is only
a prescription for the imperialist system to ad-
just fast to cover up Its general crisis.

. What is being done while debating the vir.
tues of Nobel prize for Sen is to conceal the fu-
damental contradiction between the capitalist
imperialist system and the socialist system. Sen
like many others like him are of the ‘end of his-
tory’ school, who does not see any possibility
outslde the existing social system. They do not
even mention the possibility of soclallst alter-
native.

The Marxist-Leninists should not be cairied
away by the present one.sided debate on Sen
going on. The realclass orientation of Sen’s eco.
nomics and the reason why he is awarded this
year when the neo-liberal or monetarist schemes
are facing acute crisis should be correctly
understood

The Nobel prize to Sen and the propaganda
value goes with it have immensely helped the
imperialist system to conceal its real crisis. Ra-
ther than getting confused by it, the progressive
forces should take lessons from the very speedy
methods utilised by the ruling system to adjust
to new conditions and to survive its general
crisis agailn and again even when it is already in
its moribund stage. In spite of all this, it will
not be able to withstand If a mighty offensive
is launched by the revolutionary forces with
clear-cut soclalist orientation. @

Page 14 RED STAR December 1998

LIQLILISLD



(From Page 01)

was harmed, or If Karseva was stopped. Hind-
utvawadis roared that not permitting the con-
struction of a temple on the sacred banks of
Sarayu at Ayodhya at the spot where Lord Shri
Ram was born, was a blot on the self-respect
of every Hindu; Muslim leaders harangued that
any concesslon on the issue would put Islam
into “Khatra" (darger). The Hindu majority, with
its new~found Identity, and the Muslim minoriy,
with its heightened sense of insecurity, flexed
muscles and rattled sabres,

2.7 As preparations for Karseva at Ayodhya
were in full swing, large numbers of Karsevaks
were recruited all over the country, expectation
being that lakhs of Karsevaks would congregate
for Karseva on 6th Cecemer 1992, The Gove-
rnment of Indla held rounds of unfruitful talks
with the representatives of the Babri Masjid
Protection Committee and representatives of the
Hindutvawadi partles. Neither side was pre-
pared to relent. The Central Government formed
a High Powered Committee consisting of the then
Defence Minister, Home Secretary, and other
high officlals to monitor the situatlon at Ayo-
dhya from day to day and to keep the Prime
Mirister advised. The issue of safety of the
Babri Masjld became subjudice before the Sup-
reme Court, as the Babri Masjid Protection
Committee apprehended that the Bharatiya
Janata Party Government In Uttar Pradesh, led
by Shri Kalyan Singh, would show scant regard
for its safety. The issue was also ralsed on
the Floor of the Lok Sabha. The then Prime
Minister, Shri Narsimha Rao, assured the House
that the safety of the Babri Masjid, and all that
it represented in a secular democratic polity like
India, would be fully safequarded. A categorical
undertaking was given by the Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh before the Supreme Court that
no harm would be allowed to befall the Babri
Masjid during the Karseva. A categorical assu-
rance to similar effect was also glven in the
meeting of the National Integration Council,

28 The Central Government deployed a large
number of Para- Milltary forces around the Babri
Masjid from or about the Ist December 1992,
Though the situation was growing potentially
explosive from minute to mirute as lakhs ofiKar-
sevaks congregated at Ayadhya, the Central Go-
vernment was lulled into a false sense, of secu-
ity on account of the undertakings given to the
Supreme Court and its deployment of a large

number of Military and Para-Military forces

around the disputed structure at Ayodhya. This

was the general scenario on the fateful 6th of
December 1992,

2.9 Gn 6th December 1992, a large number
of local policemen, who ringed the Babri Masjid,
were attempting to stop the surgirg multitvde
of Karsevaks from proceeding beyvond the barri-
cades built arourd it, Throngs of frenzied
Karsevaks kept pushing against the Para-Military
forces and the Constabulary, It is alleged that the
District Magistrate present at the spot refused to
give an order of firingto the Military and Para-Mil-
itary forces ard that the Constabulary declined
to {ire on the Karsevaks whom they considered
their own brethren. Hordes of Karsevaks broke
through the barricades, forcibly entered the
Babri Masjid stiucture and succeeded in demo-
lishirg it, Foreign Television medla, particularly
the British Broadcasting Corporation Television
(BBC T. V), showed the footage demolition of
the Babri Masjid by triumphant Karsevaks in
its news bulletins hour after hour, frem or about
2.30 p.m, on 6th Decenber 1992

=

. 3. Impact of the news of demolition
of Babri Masjid ;

3.1 The demolition of Babri Masjid appears.
to have caught the State administration and
police machinery totally unawares. The inte-
lligence inputs obtained by the State Governm-
ent through its Intelligence Agencies and the
Central Intelligence Agencies nelther indicated,
nor led to the assesment that there could be
damage to or demolition of the Babrl Masji¢
All police officers, who gave evidence before
the Commission, and the then Chief Minister
Shri Sudhakarrao Naik, frankly admitted that
cdemolition of Babri Masjid was a wholly unex-
pected contingency, Surprisingly, most of them
learnt of the happening only through Television
coverage, By the time the news was officially
conveyed by the Government of India's Intellig-
ence Agency, it was tco late and things had
begun to roll.

3.2 Coming events cast long shadows. Scr—
utiny of the Log Books of wireless communj—
cation maintained by the Police Control Room
fairly portends the events to follow, In the view
of the Commission, these Log Books, though
in illegible and, often, indecipherable hand- wri-
ting, provide first hand information about events
transpiring in the city during the crucial
moments. Being contemporaneous documents,
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their authenticity Is greater than the documents
which have come into existence subsequent to
appointment of this Commission, Painstaking
wading through the entires in the Log Books for
6th December and 7th December 1992 gives an
insight into the genesis of trouble during the

crucial hours whep the communal conflagration
was sparked off.

4. 6th December 1992

41 Troubie appears to be brewing in the city
even before the demolition of the Babri Masjid
and percolation of the news. The chronology
.of events on that day:—

42 0010 hours:—155 people gather near Am-
‘bedkar Garden at Charni Road and there is tro-

uble near Bharat Cafe in Chembur at 045
thours.

4.3 1134 hours:—There is trouble reported
mear Bombay Municipal Corporation Building
Darga, Lohar Chawl. within the jurisdiction of
iL, T. Marg Police Statlon. . .

4.4 1100-1200 hours:—There are various
meetings held by Karsevaks, activists of Vishwa
Hindu Parlshad and Bharatiya Janata Party at
different places in the city.

45 1233 hours:—A crowd of 300/400 holds
o meeting opposite Shiv Mand!r, Dadar.

4.6 1400 hours:—-A crowd is reported near
Elphinstone Bridge in Bhoiwada jurisdiction.

47 The Babri Masjid is demolished at about
1230 hours and the news of this event is widely

publicized by the electronic media, particularly
BBC News

48 1640 hours:— A cycle rally of 200/300
persans is taken out by the local leaders of Shiy-
Sena in Dharavi jurisdiction, This rally passes
through several communally sensitive and Mus-
lim predominant areas in Dharavi and termin-
ates at Kala Killa where a meeting 1s held and
addressed by the local activists of Shiv Sena.
Provocatlve speeches are made at this meeting.

49 1952 hours:— A crowd collects'at [mam'
Wada, Bhendi Bazar in Pydhonie jurisdiction.’

410 2033 hours:— A crowd colleéts at Nizam
Street, Masjid Cross Lane. '

4.11 2042 hours:— A crowd of 50/60 Hindu—
tvawadis collects at Jijamata Lane in Byculla
jurtsdiction.

412 2110 hours:— There is stone throwing
reported at Hajar Nagar, ‘G’ Building in Jogesh-
warl jurisdiction.

413 2115 hours:— Trouble 1is reported at
Kala Killa, Chembur..

-4.14 2322 hours:—500 people are reported tg
be indulging In stone throwing near Minara Mas-
jid in Pydhonle jurisdiction. This becomes int-
.ensive and police become the taiget. The police
wuse. force and disparse the crowd successfully
by 2326 hours.

415 2334 hours:— Attempted arson by an
irate mob is reportied near Mandvi Telephone
Exchange, Pydhonie.

416 2344 hours — The police report haviag
fired only one round near Mlnara Masjid and
that about 200 people had gathered near Mandwi
Head Quarters.

4,17 2352 hours:— Stone throwing and soda-
water bottles isreported in Bhendl Bazar in
Pydhonie jurisdiction.

418 2350 hours:— Stone throwing is also re-
ported near Momin Masjid, Mohammed Ali Road.

4,19 2355 hours:— Private fiting is reported
from a building in Bhendi Bazar, Dongri jurisdi-
<ction.

420 2358 hours:— Firing and stone thro »ing
incidents are reported in Bhendi Bazar aad
Dongri jurisdictions .

421 The flames catch on in several parts of
the city and the whole of Bombay Is aflame from
the next day.
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- Amartya Sen: Imperialism’s Human Face

(From P. 6) 7
of the Imperialist global economy itself is colla-
psing and all socio~“economic problems including
poverty and inequality are  agravating every-
where, Imperialist think tanks are now standing
aghast before these developments, No econo-=
mist, policy maker-or imperialist “institution has
anything to offer except the already discredited
monetarism to suck out whatever lett in the arte-
ries of global people. People everywhere have
started reallsing that imperialism' has become a
soclal anachronism. It s 'in this context that
the imperialists, who are desperately swimming
in the ocean of capitalist anarchy, are trylng to
put on’'a ‘human face" as a'last resort to hood-
wink humankind thereby diverting world people's
united struggle against the caplitalist-imperialist
system, Various' U N agencies such as the
UNDP, a whole set of imperialist funded NGOs
and of late even the World Bank itself Have
come forward espousing the need for providing
a minimum of social services to the poor. This
move is all the more significant for the imperi-
alists In the background of the unprecedented
‘backlash that Is evolving against the market
paradigm. The award to Sen, whose significant
works rooted In market economics appeared
decades back but,who inrecent years is much
enamoured of a ‘soclal safety net’, is to be under-
stood in this overall coatext of Imperialism's
diversionary tactics. :

At the same time, a few words about the
hollowness of Sen's welfarlsm and the pseudo
nature of his appeal for a social safety net are
aiso in order here. An integral part of globali-
sation or the most important conditionalitles
required by [MF-WB-WTQ trio are the withdr-
awal of the state from social service sectors
and the dismantling of state undertakings even
in strategic sectors of the economy thereby
throwing millions of workers out of work. Those
who have a minimum understanding of globalls-
ation and Its essence (that s, monetarism) know
very well thatthe so called sovereign governments
In neocolonies are legally bound to Implement
all the anti-people and anti-national policies
as required by International caplital as per pro-
vislons of the recent global agreements such
as related to WTO  That is,” globalisation and
market paradigm do not allow any scope for the
implementation of a ‘social safety net'in poor
countries. In brief, national governments are

forbidden to enact and enforce any soclal wel-

tare programme, in education or health that is

beneficial to the poor. Even the existing land

ceilings are being taken away leading to further

landlessness among the poor and land concen-
tration in the hands of the neo-rich (in Karnata
aka and U P, legislations are also belng made
in this regard) in accordance with the agribusi-

ness ‘interests of MNCs, Of course, Sen, one

of the staunchest protagonists of globalisation

knows these things better than anyone. Ho-

wever, being! acclaimed as the prophet of the

poor, he is engineering a biggest deception

in this context. For Instance, in his news con-

ference at United Nations on, October 15, he

pinpointed that lack ofja 'social safety net' is the
principal ‘reason for the fallure of globalisation
in India:and Pakistan, He sald: *...... Paklstan
and Indla had neglected education, and health
care and land reform In a truly regrettable way,” -
Rather than logically pinpointing this negligence

as'the outcome of globallsation, by posing the

issue in this manner, Sen is simply running with

the rabblt and hunting with the hound, To be

precise, his -appeal for a social safety net is

totally sham and deceptive; its true motlve is to

hoodwnk poor people. He is sinply avolding the

basic fact that it is globalisation and monetarist

policles that negated even the existing social

welfare program nes in world's poor countries.

Another aspect of Sen’s analysis of poverty
and famines and his appeal for social justice,
though we have already relerred to, nust again
be stressed here, He is much vociferous regars
ding the need for soclal justice and ‘aemocratic
spaces’ within countries He is totally and con-
splcuzously slient on the ever-~worsening inter-~
national inequality In the distributlon of wealth
and Income and the concentration of assets iIn
the hands of a few multi-trillicnaires. He who
extol the virtues of political pluralism domesti-
cally, keeps mum on the most villainous Impe -
slalist atrocities comnitted on poor countries.
At the least, Sen, the Nobel prize winning eco-
no nist refuses to ackno xledge the close intet-
relationship bet ween international and domestic
political eeono nic problems or the international
ramlfications of the latter in the globalised world.

Balance Sheet of Sen’s Economics

Amartya Sen truly belongs to the malnst-
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ream of academic economic theorists who barp
only on the Inmediate causes ormwere appear-
ances In soclety and lgnores the objective hist-
orical forces that underlay them. ~The highly
technical jargons or professional slangs such as
“functlons and capabilitles”, “capability depriva-
tion", “entitlements”,"empowerment” and so on
that he has evolved through elaborate analytical
.exercises do not belong even to Keynesianism
but to the tradition of neoclassical emplricism
whose real aim is to camouflage the class ess-
ence of political economy, Academic economics,
which has already lost its credibility on account
of the lack of an acceptable theory eversince
the collapse of Keynesianism in the early sev-
entles, is now looking to Sen and his likes as
an alternative in the context of an unprecedent-
ed crisis enguliing thie imperialist world econemy,
Sen’s structural and empirical analysis of fam-
ines, hunger, poverty, oppression, etc. using
certain technlcal toocls (such as the Sen Index,
for Instance) with the avowed objective of '‘en-
titling” or ‘empowering” the poor and oppre-
ssed, Is a powerful stimulus and an intellectural
source for imperialist think tanks and Interna-
tional NGOs to refine their ‘alternative parad-
igm’ of development, As we have already noted,
Sen's'analysis, though appear radical . at the
analytical level,is a deliberate attempt to negate
both a historical approach in social science
research and a class approach in the political
sphere. His studies using academically complex
tools often flavoured or mixed up with ethics
and sentimentalism, In the ultimate analysis,
aim at diluting grave social and economic prob-
lems as merely ethical issues there by deviating
the people away from the fundamental task of a
political solution. It is for perfecting this tech-
uique that Amartyva Senls awarded the Nobel
prize in economics, Unlike conceived Ly many,
it |s not' an aberration, buta well-thought out
and consistent move.

Of course, Sen's long-term association
with various international institutions such as
the UNDP, UNIDO and even the World Bank
including his long Innings at Harvard, has very
much enabled them to put on a human lace
over their in ternational operations. A best
example Is the concept of Human Development
Index (HDl) developed by the UNDP drawing
intellectial resources from Sen. As a matier
of tact, talks on the need for a ‘human face' to
globalisation as exemplified in the recent Human
Development Report of UNDP, Trade and Deve-
lopment Report of UNCTAD, Warld Develop-

ment Report of World Bapk and. similar other
publications were a prelude to the selection ot
Sen as the Nobel laureate by the Swedish
Academy,

~In the realm. of economics profession in
india, Sen has substantial influence. He has
contributed . much in maintaining several soclal
science research instituticns and unlversities
in India as centres specialising in purely empi-
rical studies, A number of his bocks [such as
‘Collective Choice and Social Welfare' (1970),
‘On Economic Inequality’ (1973), ‘Commodities
and Cepabilities' (19€5), etc,] has become mo-
dels for economics reseprchers In these instit.
utlons. Followirg the footsteps of Sen and
making use of the teconcmetric’ tools developed
by him, & lot of empitical werks on various
sectors of the ecaromy are peuring in.  Quite
naturally, the authors of these studies are inca-
pable of bresking thelr acedemic barrler Now,.
in the context ol Sen wirpning the top most prize
in the world, such Sen-ians wlill get a tremen-
dous boost ,at least temporarily, o

India, dun;p'ihg_= glrouhd for
foreign waste

From US municipal sludge to Kuwaiti rubber
waste-India’ls rot only becomirg a dumping gr-
ound lor all sorts of ‘loreign waste’, but it also
pays billions of tupees for them, Shiploads of
old pairts, chemicals, pesticides, tyres, crashed
automoblles, discarded ships, batterles, radio-
actjve waste, ash, slag. astestcs, mercury.’ lead
etc, are Imported by screp trgders ard send to
fllegal backyard recyclirg urits in spite of peo~
ple's pratests and Sugpreme Court ruling barnirg
import of such hazardous materials. In 1997.98
1885 million tonnes of hezzardous scrap costing
Rs. 11 billlons from the Imperjalist countries were
imported. .

Increasing dumping of these waste hasled
to unchecked arowth of illegal backyard recy-
cling units.at numerous places. Workers are
dying prematurely while the dealers are making
huge profits. i 4

'
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Mini-TADA in Maharashtra

When the question of TADA detenues is
still not settled, in the name of fighting incre-
asing criminalisation the Maharashtra cabinet of
Shiv Sena- BJP has decided to go for a mini-
TADA, the Maharashtra Control of Organised
Crime (MCOC). During the last few years, es-
pecially after SS-BJP government coming to
power the criminals are having a good time.
Instead of analysing why the criminal gangs and
mafias are mushrooming In the state and deplo-
ving the present forces and laws to suppress
them this mini-TADA is proposed as if It will
do the work. In fact even when TADA was in
force the crime rate in the state did not {all.
So this black act is not going to control Daw-
ood Ibrahims and Chota Rajans who are oper-
ating from headquarters in foreign countries;
but will be enforced against the political oppo-
ments, TU leaderships and revolutionary forces
as the cabinet decision reveals,

According to Gopinath Munde, BJP's deputy
chief minister once this ordinance Is issued
“these will be no need for police to produce an
accused before the court within 24 hours of
his detention or file the charge sheet within 90
days as provided In IPC”. According to the
ordinance recorded telephone conversations
and confesslons made before senior police offic—
ials are admissible as evidence. This mini-
TADA provides police sweeping powers to ar-
rest and detain anyone as suspects. It gives
powers to police to intercept any telephone
call, tape conversations and present it as evi-
dence before speclal courts constituted under
its provisions. Once president’s assent is ob-
tained and the ordinance is issued the SS-BJP
government will no doubt enforce aganist its
political opponents Intensifying their fascicis—
ation agenda. It is the responsibility of all pro-
gressive democratic forces to fight against the
introductlon of this black ordinance, They sho-
uld start raising volce aganist it. :

Romesh Sharma and his
political links

At last, Romesh Sharma, the key agent 'of -

News from States

' temperature goes down to

Dawood Ibrahim in Delhi for nearly two decades
was arrested by CBI. He was planning murders
and identifying targets for extortion {or Dawood
gang, During this process he earned many
hundreds of crores which he lavishly shared
with the political big-wigs during these years,
He had close relations with prime ministers
Rajiv Gandhi, Chandrasekhar and Narasimha Rao
and with top political leaders of all ruling class
parties like Charan Singh, Lalloo Prasad, Devilal,
Sushama Swaraj and numerous others, Like in
the Jain hawala case once again all these po-
litical leaders shared the loot with Sharma.

He has excellent connections with poalice
officers also in many states. When Dawood
became angry with another underworld chieft-
ain Babloo Srivastava who himself was powers=
ful enough In running his business from Nai-
nital Jail using cellphones, Sharma got him killed
within the jail using UP police,

His good connections extend to 1AS offi-
cers and judiciary also. The Delhi magistrate
before whom he was produced has ordered that
Sharma should be given all facilities including.
fruits, milk and mineral water plus five star
provisions of accommodation. So Sharma can
continue his business while enjoying all these
luxuries from the jail,

These are not tales of a house of horror,
but of India under Congress and BJP raj. The
mafia chiefs controlling operations from foreign
countries are least afraid of the political leaders,
the administration and the police set-up inclu-
ding CBI as most of them are in their pay-rolls,
Everybody knows that this reactionary state
apparatus and the political leaderships running
It are not going to harm them or the vast riches
they have amassed. Like Babloo Srivastava,
they have only the fear of rival gangs who may
finish thelr career due to gang-warfare.

War of Siachen

Slachen glazier is located in the Karakoram
Ranges at 22,000 feet above sealevel, The

minus 35 degree
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‘Celstus there. To drink water one has to break
chunks of ice and heat them in'a sauce-pan.
Here the armies of two poorest countries In
the world, India and Pakistan, have deployed
around 2000 soldiers each with three-or four
times more as frequent replacements and to
man supply lines for battling for these glaziers
for the last 14 years with no end in sight. As
part of Kashmir imbroglio Siachen also cosumes
many more human lives and many. more crores
every year,

From every point it is a ridiculous war incl-
uding from the environmental point of view as
large quantity of junks are thrown away by
both armies which never rot at these temper-
atures. 'But like Kashmir, its part, Siachen, is
algo a sacred cow, '‘Nobody dares to touch it
including the traditional left. All are afraid
whether so-called natlonal sentlment may be
hurt. So India and Pakistan will go on spend-
ing ‘fortunes while their people starve to keep
Kashmir front alive with corpses thrown around.
Both will not dare to give the option to Kash-
mirl people to declde; whether Congress, UF
or BJP rules no change in this scenarlo.

Seminar on the
Communist Manifesto

CPI (ML) Red Flag Orissa Committee organi-
sed a seminar on ‘'present situation and the rel-
evance of The Communist Manifesto” at Smriti
Bhavan Town Hall, Bhadrak from 3 pm.on Noev-
mber 15 An effective propaganda with printed
posters and hand bllls was carried out. Though
a sudden depression and cyclonic raln from
early morning created serious obstacles, there
was good attendance all through with comrades
from nearby districts also participating.

Com. Vinod Sahu presided. Welcoming the sp-
eakers and audience Com. Sivaram pointed out
the relevance of the subject In today’s context
when many of those who talk about Communist
Manifesto have degenerated to reformist path.
Such discussions are organised to assert the
revolutionary orientation of the movement and
as a part of politicallsation of the masses.

Introduclng'the subject 'Com. K.N. Ramach-
.andran explained in detall how ‘The Commu nist
Manifesto' became, and continued to stand for
ideological struggle ‘against all alien‘trends, and
-the torch-bearer of ravolutionary transformation

of the society. When the globalisatlon under
~capitalist :system as forseen in CM has reached
vunprecedented levels and it is trying to trans-
form the whele world in its own image intensi-
“fying the contradiction between imperialism and
soclallst forces to new levels, once again oppor~
tunity for advance of proletarian forces:gvery-
where is unfolding. ‘We have to take ‘'lessons
from the past, develop. politicalisation of the
masses and launch.a new offensive for democr-
acy and soclalism.

Dr.Birendra Naik focussed his 'tatk .on
questions; of :.globalisation ‘and abolition 'of:pri-
vate property starting from teachings of the GM..
HeJinked: them:to the question.of :ovetthrowing
present.social -system for a: Communist fature:

Com. Banchanidht Das, ‘' columnist, stateld
that'in these ‘days of ‘confusion created'by im:
perlalist ideologues, ‘the teachings ‘of the '‘CM
is;our 'guide. It 'helps us to andlyse present
world :situation :and Inspires us’to struggle for
a socialist future. Com, Gajanand Trlipathi called
for united strugales to create ‘the new world
for which'the CM has given the ottentation.

Comrades of Viplabi'Gana Sanskritik Manch
presented revolutionary'songs. Com. Vijay dena,
convenor Khetmulya Sanghatan expressed vote
of thanks. The programme helped tc give a
new fillip to party building in Bhadrak disttict.

UP Administration: Afraid of even
-a'Drama

On 31st October, 1998, ‘Mukti:Path’ (Road
to Liberation), a drama, was organised by a rev-
olutionary'drama team in village Pathartali in
Hardoi'District of U P. Although, It was org-
anised with the permission of local administy-
atlon, as 'the evening approached a heavy police
contingent reached under 'the leadership of SDM
in order to stop ‘the performance. But, the
presence of 2500 people from about 30-40 villaZ
ges kept the morale high‘of‘the organisers. Even
after three hours' efforts ‘when'the organisers
and Red Flag comrades refused to relent, the
administration was compelled to bow down and
the drama continued till 06:00 am:in the prese—
nce of police force.
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Karnataka: - fire

Seminar on '150th year of Comm unist
Manifesto

A'one! day '‘sdminar on - ‘the ‘reldvance of
‘Communist Manifesto In'the "present day world'
was held on november 20th at'the NGO Hall'in
Ralchur city, Karnataka as a part of the'dbsér-
‘vationof the 150th year'of Comimanist 'Mani-
|festo, The seminar was 'é¥ganised by 'the tom-
mittees of TUCI, 'RCSS -and RYF of the ‘area.
‘Wide ipublicity was “given to'the sefninar by
means of hundreds' of phmphléts “ahd poéters

More than a hundred people from various
walks of life attended the seminar. Com. R.
Mananiah-"secretary*;qf CPIML) Réd Flag!Karna-
taka state committee who'made the ‘kevnote

addregs-pointed ‘out'that the Communist Manjis .

fésto'is Very'much tefevant in'the present day
world where the forces of capital continue to ex-
ploit and oppress the working people 'world over
with utmast brutality utilising neo-colonial me-
thods. He analysed the ‘present state of inters
national communist movement ‘and the causes
behind the set back of the movenient. He said
that while it is important to ifight agalnst ‘tevi.
slonism It is equally important to fight sedtdria-
nism also to uphold the true revolutionary spirit
ot the Communist Manifesto.

comnrades V. H. Mastar, Purushothama Ka-
lal Bandi, R. Shiya putra, Ayyappa Hugar, Basa.
valingappa also 'spoke in'tHe seminar. The dis-
cussions'and responses were of'better qbality
-and the geminar was a real'siccess in terms‘of
no of participants and'enthusiasm created.

Anti-communal week being
observed

Class/Mass organisations of CPI (ML) Red
Flag of Karnataka State have decided to observe
“antl.communal week" from 30th November
98 to '6th December. Preparation for this ‘anti-
communal sapthah'is being made at Ralchur,
B‘ellary.Mys‘dre.'Ch!kkamangalore and Bangalore
districts. It 1s ‘planned to hold an'tl-commupal
meetings and other programmes to make the
people aware of the communal forces which
demolished the Babri Masjid six years ago and
try to communalise all spheres of life including
education and culture. Peoples of the localities

have expressed their solidarity ~ with the anti-
tommunal campaign and ' co-operated ‘with' the
comrades,

. Mumbai:

Anniversary of the Manifesto
observed

CPI (ML) Red Flag observed the 150th ahhi.
versary of the ‘publi¢ation of fhe manifesto by
organizing ' a'semlnar an the Relevance 'of the
Mnifesto Today for activists of the trade tnlon
and youth on the 7th of November. Members of
other Marxist.Leninist parties also participated
in the seminar.

" Speaking at the seminar Com. K, N. Rama-
chapdran, secretary of the Red Flag sald,‘_"Whh
wefind In the Manifesto Is the philosdphy of
the most advanced section' of the society.
Based on this philosophy we Should ordanise
the people. Until we organize th! people we
cannot claim to be  revolutionaries.”
“Many disruptive thoughts have ,entered the
working class movement which is dividing the
people,' he sald.

. Com. Uday Bhatt of the Lal Nishan ‘Party
(Marxist-Lealnlisty said “Marxism s a tool for
organizing the people. We should use it as a
tool to organize the unorganized workers whose
numbers are Increasing."

“Between two peaks there is the valley. Be-
fore climbing to the next peak one has to go
through the valley. Just now the communist
movement is in the valley Soon we will be clim~
bing the next peak,” sald Com, Pravin Nadkar
of the Provincial Committee of the Janasakti
(Maharashtra). “In the Manifesto Marx integrated
all the struggles of the people for liberation in
to class struggle,™ he added.

Com, Thomas Sebastian of the Red Flag
said that the imperialism is inventing newer and
newer ways of survival. “That is the reason the
capitalism has not broken down yet" he said It
is for the Marxist-Leninists ‘of today to under=
stand the operations ‘of Imperiallt system
and oppose It.

_ The. seminar was . presided over by Com.
Sanjay Singhvi of CPI (ML) Red Flag.
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Kerala:

TUCI March against anti worker
policies of BJP Govt:

Hundreds of workers marched to the Raj
Bhavan of Kerala at Thiiuvananthapuram to
register their protest agalnst the antl wcrker
policies of the BJP led central Govt. On 28th of
November under the leadership of TUCI, The
stéte wide propaganda narch frem Kasargod to
Thiruvananthapuram led by Com: K. K. Mamoo,
state president of TUCI had concluded on 271h.
The march had passed through all the 14 dist-

ricts of the state and main Industrial centres.
The main slogans against the anti - national”
economic policies of the BJP govt. and against
the move to privatise public sector units attra-
chted thousands of workers and people.

The RajBhavan March on 28th November was
inaugurated by Com: P. C, Unnichekkan, state
secretary of CPI (ML) Red Flag and led by com-
rades K. K. Mamoo, Charles George," M. K.
Thaokappan, K, M, Salim Kymar, K.l Joseph,
K. Sivaraman and others. The.march was blocked
by a heavy police force posted near the Raj
Bbavan and the 'march was turned. into a public
meeting. Leaders ot TUCI and other class;mass
organisations spoke in the meeting. .

AILRC demands judicial enquiry into

ALpS

[The £xecutive Committee of AILRC (All
Indla League for Kevolutionary Culture) met in
Calcutta on 20th of November 1998 adcrpted
the following resolution unanimcusly alongwith
others and the full text cf tke recolution is
reproduced here,]

The revelation made by certain former police
personnel in Kerala about the cold - blocded
murder of renouw ned revoluticnary Cecm: Varghese
in Wynadu in February 1470, dibted by tke
state and the police at that time as encounter
killirg, only contiim the apprehersiors rightly
held by the 1evolutionary mcvemert ard tle
public at large since that time, Clcse on ifs
heels came the ccrfession of a retired yolice
driver regerdirg the murder ard disgycsal cf the
dead body of Com: Vijeyaen ol Vatkale durirg em-~
ergency which again ccrrotorated the speculat-
ions in the public mmds contrary to Ihe police
version about it as ‘man missirg case’.

The details of the brutal torture to which
Com: Vaighese was subjected befcre ke was
shot dead point blark had seeped out ot police
secrecy at the time of its ocurrence and remain
afresh In the memory of people all over Irdia
even after a lapse of 28 years. During the perlod

1ke killings of com: Var'gh'ses'e;-a_nd Vijayah

in every state of India thousands were tortured
to death by police in the name of encounter
killings and many a case was' gone unreported
or unrecorded despite hue and cry trom public
and human rights activists:- ‘Now that at least
in two more cases the facts have come out in
the form of confessions from the part of cul-
prits themselves, The state and the police stand
unmasked and defenceless which give an edge to
the people’s rights to know

The episade seems an indicator to the fact
that time will corroborate the truth, held by the
people, however firmly it is suppressed by the

state and its brutal machinery.

The first response to the developments
from the ‘left front’ and its palitical leadership
in Kerala was to rule out any enqulry into the
killings of revolutionaries “they being Naxalites
and the events being time -worn. Demands from

the people have.compelled them to shift their
stand, :

' We demand the Govt. of Kerala to order a
judicial enquiry intoithe killings of Com: Varghese
and Com- Vijayan In the context of the public
confession from the part of the ex-police per-
sonnell and bring out the full facts and book all
those responsible. We call upon all the demo-
cratic and progressive forces to rally behind the
demand which will sérve a deterrent against the
police killings rampant all over India now.
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Once again on inter-group killings

The Statesman of 20th November (Calcutta)
has published a news item that cadres of MCC
beheaded a CPI (ML) People's War dctivist near

Gargoma village.in Palamau district, Bihar ‘tivo’

days earlier The attackers left handbills con-
taining the hitlist of rival organisation also at
the scene of this murder. j

Some months back when this type of inter-
group killings were taking place in Blhar we had
strongly condemned it, as we used to do earlier
also. We had demanded that such killings should
be stopped forthwith if the organisations in-
volved have any sincerity towards the advance-
ment of people's revolution in this country.
Following this MCC had sent us a very long
explanation justifying their stand with many
details. We did not find this sectarlan justifi-
cation deserved to be published as it only repe-
atedly stressed its right to defend Its area of
influence. We wrote back stating that this type
of explanation will only further aggravate the
group rlvalries. We had stressed in our.. not2
that all those organisations and forces who are
considering themselves. as part of the revolut-
ionary movement should wage ideological ~poli-
tical struggles in a healthy mainaer, stop all
forms of armad confrontations, and forge at least
slogan-based unity for joint actions agalnst the
Indian state We repeat our appeal to CPI (ML)
PW, CPI (ML) Party Unity and MCC to join the
slogan based activities already initiated by the
six organisations. 1520 ()

The present antagonistic relations between
MCC and CPI (ML) PW show that the merger of
PU inCPI(ML)PW hasonlyaggravated the situat-
ion. Big-brotherly or ‘let the guns speak for them-
selves’ policies are not:going to put an end to it.
What those organisations who are indulglng in
these inter-group killings should realise (s that
by these actions they are making the whole rev-
loutionary movement a subject of ridicule before
the people,

These are days when the reactionary Indlan
state Is intensifying state-terror leading to eri-
minalisation in all fields On economic, political,
soclal and cultural flelds the ruling classes have
mounted more fierce attacks on people. Imperl-
alist agencies are dominating everywhere, In
continuation to these the ruling:class parties of
all brands are promoting: ‘Ranbeer Sena’' like

forces to attack and kill the toillng misses and

_those who are raising thelr volces for the people.

.1t [Instead of forging the maximum passible

unity,” or at least issue based or'slogan based
unity against these forces and unitedly fighting
against them, if the forces calling themselves
revolutionary are Kkilling each other; it cannot
be even called a tragedy as these already repe-
ated many times. They are nothing but comical
forces which have nothing to do with democratie
tevolution in any way,

These killings have another dimension also.
Presently our country Is in the grip of a fascici-
sation process unleashed by the Sangh Parivar
forces in continuation to the state - terroristic
and fascistic Congress rule of mare thain four
decades. It is threatening even the existing dem-
ocratic rights enjoyed by the people. Bzsides we
are reading reports of how the democraticrights
are taken away and state Is becoming autacratic
in the bourgeois democratic countries also.
Further Talib31 in Afganistan and similar forces
are enforcing thelr brutish da nination through
Islamic fundamentalistic or other laws [n short,
with the setback suffered bgmthe international
Conmunist movement even the'bourgeois-dama-
cratic values are beling ovarthrown and alround
fascicisatlon is taking place evarynhere. In this
period If organisatlons calliny thznselves
communist also resort to primitive math>yd1s oz
punishments or ananthifations evea in haailing

, contradictlons among themselves or amang the

people, they are not golng to help the Commu~
nist movement In anyway.

Marxist — Leninists have seem bourgeols
democracy as a definite stage of develop nent in
human history. Their criticlsm is that it is demo -

-cracy for the minority against the majority even

when It talks about democracy for all. In that
sense it serves dictatorship of the bourgeoisie.
Contrary to it Co nmunists strujgle for the dict-
atorship of the proletariat which Is democracy
of the vast majority to be further developed in
to demoacracy for all. In countries like India we
bave to establish people’'s demacracy with the

-successful completion of New Democratic Revo-

lution to be developed to dictatorship of the
proletariat, another stage of development in the
democratic process It is now generally accepted
that one of the main reasons for the degenera=~
tion of the soclalist countries is that the demo—
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A scene from Raj Bhavan march at Thiruvananthepurm under the leadership of TUCI
to reglsterm their protest against the antl worker policies of the BJP led central Govt.

{From P. 23)

cratisation process did not go ahead among the
people, suifficiently pohiticalising them and maki-
ng them conscious and capable to defend thesoc-
falist gains. In short, people's democracy should
not be a going back from bourgeols democracy,
but a qualitative development of it, connected
with the seizure of political power by the peo-
ple’s forces.

But the sectarian influence has blinded
many of the organications from reccgnising these
principles. The struggle {or soclalism 'is Insep-
arable from the struggle for democracy. There
should be democratic struggle to establish one’s
jdeological-political line and struggle for demo-
cratisation in alj {ields.

Beheading of activists of other groups or
similar actions In the name of delending one’s
fledfom or areas of influence when the ruling
classes are intensifying allround attacks on the
people s ridiculous and deserves to be conde-
mned In the most severe terms.

Ob_it'ﬁaray, f |
In Memory of Comrade Ramu

Comrade 'Ramu of villiage-Mataria, Tehsil-
Hasangenj, District-Unnao (UP) died of a chro=
nic dikease on 20th Octobar, 1998 at the age of
35. “He remained resdutely attached to the ML
moveément ftom Its very’ beginning in this area,
During "‘all ‘activities, everyone used to be impr-
estedl to se¢ his dutyfulness and hardworking
culture which was "really exemplary. Even In
the évent of'his ailing body he continued to
serve the movement. His untimely death has
caused a great loss to our organisation. With
the ressolve to seek inspiration from his spirit
of dedication to the cause of revolution, we pay
him Red Salute! /

Jue 'UP Leading Committee
i CPI (ML) Red Flag
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