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Joint Statement of Five Organisations
on Union Budget 1997-98

The Second Union Budget presented by
the United Front Goverment for 1997-98 has

provided real and substantive benefits to the: 5. .
industrial houses

foreign companies and big
while ignoring plight of the poor sections
and the overwhelming masses of the country.
The United Front Govt is continuing to tread
the path of new economic policies of its
predecessor Congress Govt. despite is proven
disastrous effects on the masses of the
people, on increasing poverty, unemployment
and rising prices of essential commodities.

Despite heavy burden on the country’s
financial resources due to interest payments,
the Union Budget provides across the board
exemptions on custom duties in the interest
of giant multinational companies. If custom
duty cuts over past two years led to -the
closure of many indigenous industries or made
them sick, this year's cuts will effect them
more: While opening the country more and
more to MNCs, it further accentuates the
process of deindustrialisation of Indian indus-
tries. Privatisation of health insurance which is
but the beginningof the processof privatisation of
insurance sector as per the condition of WTO
and raising the limits for the, stakes of. faks
eign institutional investors to 30% 'has gladdened
the hearts of foreign imperialist investors

Further it has dranted big relief to  the
industrial houses in the form of abolishing
surcharge on corporate tax and dividend tax.

In fact the share of indirect taxes in the ‘reve— ‘

nue which means burden on the people and
which was already high, has further.gone up,
Union Budget with its-emphasis on indirect taxes
is bound to lead to further escalation of the
rise of prices of essential commodities hitting
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New Democracy
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the poor the most n

The coneern expressed by the United Front
Govt. for the common people and rural masses
is once again sham as the financial allocation
on the programmes targeted to benefit them is
either stagnant or has gone down in real terms.
The meager budgetary allocation for the welfare
schemes has exposed the real character of
the policies of the UF Govt.

The Union Budget alongwith the hikes in
the fare and freight charges in railways budget
and sharp increase in postal rates has placed
heavy burden on the people of the country and
will be inflationary. This Budget is once again
in the service of the foreign companies and
their Indian collaborators at the expense of
Indian people. [t will add to the miseries and
deprivation of the common masses.

The Union Budget expresses the concensus
among the ruling class parties to further in-
crease the imperialist exploitation and plunder
of our country. Even the revisionist parties of
‘Left Front’; ' patticularly the CPI and CPM have
hailed the budget as growth oriented which

- -only shows {heir,adoption of ghe pro-imperialist

economic policies

" CPT'(ML)-New Democrady, CPI {ML)-Liber-
ation, CPIl (ML)-Red Flag, CO! (ML) and MCPI
strongly oppose this anti~-péople budget. We
call upon all the progressive, patriotic and
demacratic forces to unitedly [fight against the
anti-people budget proposals and to build a
strong movement against anti-people and anti-
‘national economic 'policies beéing Implemented
by United Front Govt. in the name of its Com-
mon Minimum Programme.

COI(ML) MCPI
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April 22:

The formation of the CP] (ML) twentyeight
years ago by the Communist revolutionaries led
by Charu Majumdar was a great step forward in
reorganising the Communist movement in our
country based on Marxism —~ Leninism — Mao
Tsetung Thought. It could be achieved not
only by fighting against the Krushchovian re—
visionist line pursued by the leaderships of CPI
and CPIl (M), but also by struggling against
the alien trends influencing some sections of
the Communist revolutionaries, Even though
the sectarian line based on the definition of the
present era as that of ‘total collapse of imperi-
alism and victory of socialism’
contrary to the Leninist evaluation of it as a
protracted one of ‘imperialism and proletarian
revolution,” which gained dominance within the
Communist Party of China for a brief period
and gave rise to serious deviations within the
Marxist — Leninist movement at global level,
created severe havoc within our movement also,

the formation of the CPI (ML) was a _historic
step forward.
Today, the imperialist system at global

level is facing intensifving crisis. Its monetarist
measures and neo -~ colonial plunder have not
helped it to overcome this crisis. On the other
hand, it has only further intensified the cont—
tradictions between imperialism and socialist
forces, between the proletariat and monopoly
bourgeoisie in the capitalist-imperialist countries,
setween the oppressed people in the neocolo-
nies and imperialism, and among the imperialist
powers and monopoly groups. Side by side,
and as a continuation of this, within our country
the contradiction between people and imperiali-
sm, between the proletariat and comprador
bureaucratic bourgeoisie, between the people
and remaining feudal forces, and among the
fuling classes also have intensified. The ruling
:lass politics is degenerating fast. These de—
velopments have once again created excellent
pbjective situation for the toiling masses every
vhere led by the proletarian forces to make
tew advances. The people’s revolts all over
the world reflect this. It calls for urgent steps
to reorganise CPI (ML), uniting all genuine.
Marxist-Leninist forces, in to the powerful va-
1guard of the Indian proletariat.

This reorganisation ' can be carried forward

EDITORIAL

Party Day

successfully only if we dare to evaluate the past
efforts in this direction. Why these efforts bv
some of the then leading organisations fail?
Mainly because they failed to correctly evaluate
the objective situation in the post — Second
World War period, and the reasons for the right
and left deviations within the movement Asa
result, some of the organisations using the
banner of CP1 (ML) still uphold Dengist line
Even though China is implementing the struct-
ural adjustment policies dictated by IMF-World
Bank-WTO and MNCs and has integrated to
the world imperialist market system, they call
China as a socialist country. Some other org-
anisations, though they have denounced Dengist
revisionism after initial hesitance, are still up-
holding the class-collaborationist ‘Three Wolrd
Theory' put forward by Deng-~-Hua revisionists
in late 1970s. Still there are some other orga-
nisations who follow the Lin Piaoist sectarian
line in practice eventhough they have denounced
it in words. And, irrespective of these differ-
ences, all of them refuse to recognise the
transformation undergone by imperialist system
from colonial phase to neocolonial phase, that
is in to a more heinous and pernicious phase as
Mao called it As a result they fail to analyse
the changes taking place both in the imperialist
countries and in the neocolonies, stick to. dog-
matic positicns, and degenerate to right
epportunist or sectarian positions.

On the other hand, those peripheral groups
and individuals, who overshoot their arrow,
have embraced the neo-Trotskyist position that
the stage of revolution has become socialist in
India. All these trends are creating confusion
among the Marxist-Leninist forces and among
the youth and students who are looking forward
towards a proletarian  vanguard party. Only
by struggling against these trends with the
perspective of winning over large sections am-
ong them to the ranks of the Marxist-Leninists
the party reorganisation can be effectively
carried forward

Indian proletariat is a contingent of the
world proletariat. The CPI (ML) can be reorg—
anised only as an integral part of the
International Marxist - Leninist Movement So,
our reorganisation process should be based on.
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the teachings of the Third International led by
Lenin and Stalin, and the General Line positions
put forward by the CPC led by Mao in 1963 as
part of the Great Debate, and in continuation
to them. It should be based on the concrete
analysis of the imperialist system in itsipresent
neocolonial phase. It should also be based on
an uncompromising struggle against Krushcho-
vian ‘Three Peacefuls' (peaceful competition and
peaceful co ~ existence with imperialism and
peaceful transition to socialism as the general
line of the world pro!etarlat} and its later ver-—
sion, the ‘Three World Theory’ Thus CPI (ML)
should be reorganised tirmly based on prolet-
arian Internationalism and the general line of
the ICM put forward by Third International and
Great Debate. This is all the more important
in this. period when imperialism under globali—
sation have 'aunched new counter revolutionary
offensives against world people

In continuation to this proletarian inter—
nationalist stand, the New Democratic
Revolution in India should be advanced as a
part of the world socialist revolution. The
evaluation of India as a neocolony, and task of
the NDR as the overthrow of the present Indian
state led by comprador bureaucratic bourgeoisie
and  big landlords serving the imperialist
system, and building upa New Democratic state
led by the proletarlat based on worker-peasant
alliance should be basic features of our pro—
gramme. Emphasis should be given for
building up the party on Bolshevik lines at  all
India level including thz building up of class’
mass organisations with democratic programmes
for developing class struggles in all fields utili-
sing all forms of struggle for the revolutionary
seizure of political power.

The Marxist teachers have always pointed
out that “the correctness of the ideological
political line determines everything" and that
“without a revolutionary party no revolution is
possible”. These teachings have -cardinal
Mmportance today when we are in the process of
reorganising CPI (ML) utilising the excellent
objective conditions for the successful com-
pletion of the NDR. It is proved time and agan)
that opportunist attempts or liberalism towards
Ideological struggle or pragmatist shows cannot
lead towards building up a  Marxist ~ Leninist
party. These attempts are bound to fail-

On the 28th anniversary of the [ormantion
of the CP] (ML) let us resolve to carry forward
the task of reorganisation of the party with full
vigour uncompromisingly struggling against all

allen trends and firmly upholding  proletarian
class line

(From P. 6)

campaigns against the imperialist powers,
in the neocolonies vigorous campaigns are
organised by the proletariat and the oppressed
messes as a whole with the slogans: Kick out
IMF-World Bank-MNCs, Quit WTO, Write off
imperialist debt, and Scrap the imperialist
dictated policies of privatisation—liberalisation
globalisation. They are militantly upholding
the spirit of proletarian internationalism.

We support and salute all these class-
conscious campaigns, and hope that together
we shall make the May Day this year a
day to remember, a day of militant expression
of the great unity of the proletarian forces
at international level. Let the red banner of
May Day, the revolutionary banner of the
international proletariat be raised higher and
higher with firm resolve to intensity the revo-
lutionary struggles in all countries, to mobi-
ilise solidarity action in support of struggling
peoples,and to build up international unity of
the proletarian forces.

Let the revolutionary struggles and
militant May Day actions of the world pro—
letarlat and the oppressed masses of everywhere
shake the very foundation of the imperialist
system, and let their May Day call reverberate

.over all continents heralding a new upsurge

of the world proletarian revolution.
Long Live Revolutionary May Day

Long Live International Solidarity of World

Proletariat.

March 1,1997 Central Reorganisation
Committee,

C.Pl (Ml) Red Flag.

RED STAR

Single copy: Rs. 5/-
-Yearly subscription: Rs. 50/—
By Airmail: S 20
Send your MO/DD In the name of P. J. Baby,
Red Star, Thrissur, Kerala-680322

—
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C.P. 1 (M. L) RED FLAG
Raise Revolutionary Banner Of May Day Higher

May Day is observed in this vear by
the revolutionary forces all over the world at
a significant time when the proletariat and the
toiling and oppressed masses everywhere are
waging numerous struggles against the imperial-
ists and the native comprador ruling classes:
when the forces struggling for democracy and
socialism at international level are once again
regrouping and strengthening their ranks
@gainst the capitalist-imperialist system marking
@ new beginning for great changes that are
going to sweep the world in coming years.

Day by day it is getting increasingly ex—
posed that in spite of the serious setbacks
suffered by the international working class mo-
vement, it is not socialism but the Imperialist
system which is caught in severe crises. Stag-
nation in the fields of production, mounting
unemployment, fall in living indices of the masses}]
and  curtailment or abolition of the democratic
rights hitherto enjoyed by the people are
becoming the universal characteristics in the
imperialist countries. Imperialist system is  be--
coming an ebstacle to the growth of the prod-
uctive forces and even to the further developm-
ent of science and technology contrary to the
claims of its ideologues. As its moribund
character is increasingly coming to the fore
it is surviving depending on speculative capital,
intensifying the plunder of the masses of the

neoco onies and proletariat at home, through inc-
reasingl competition for world market, and war |
trade.’

maongering to prop up lucrative arms
Simultaneously it haslet loose an  allround
cultural ~ offensive to  spread its deg-
enerated, reactionary value system. These de-
velopments have sharpened all the contradict-~
lons at international level, that is, the contrad-
iction  between socialism and imperfalism,
between proletariat and bourgeoisie in the
imperialist countries, bztween the oppressed
masses in the neocolonies and imperialism, and'
among the imperialist powers and the global
monopoly groups.

This is reflected in the mighty revolts
of the proletariat and other oppressed masses
in the imperialist countries that shook them
during the last few years. The imperialist bou-
rgeoisie, the monopoly groups, the various
revisionist forces, and the labour aristocracy
they have ‘developed have not succeeded in
curbing the repeated outbreak of these stru-

ggles. The vigorous campaigns unleashed tv
these forces of reaction against socialism po-
nting out the disintegration of Soviet Union
and developments in other former socialist co-
uniries, their celebration of the ‘demise’ of
socialism and final victory for market system
heralding the dawn of a ‘new world order’, and
their declarations about the 'end of history'
have not helped to disarm the working class
who are coming up once again to challenge the
imperialist system.

In the former socialist countries inclu-
ding Russia, in spite of all smokescreens :re-
ated by imperialist propagandists and their
local accomplices, the proletariat and all
other toiling masses have once again started
showing their aspiration for the socialist system,
and are again on the move against those in
power like the VYeltsins.

In the vast areas of the Afro-Asian—
Latin American countries under the vicious
grip of neocolonialism unleashed by the US
led imperialist camp,the proletariat and oppre-
ssed masses are launching powerful struggles
in various forms to resist the anti-people
policies and to overthrow the comprador regi-
mes. In these neoclonies the imperialist sustem
has only reproduced allround stagnation and
degeneration, and a regime of speculative capital
plunging them to extreme crises and deva-
station. Under dictates of the instruments of
imperialist capital like IMF, World Bank, WTO
numerous international financial institutions etc
and the MNC's the policies of privatisation-
liberalisation-globalisation and the mounting
debt repayments are pauperising the vast
masses there. As a result, the contradiction
between the imperialist system and the ruling
state system in these countries on the one
hand and the oppressed masses on the other
is intensifying day by day.

At this critical juncture the imperialist
camp and iis compradors are utilising all
possible arsenals under their command inclu-
ding allround imperialist cultural aggression
utilising all modern technological knowhow to
beat back these challenges from the prolet-
ariat and the oppressed masses. Knowing {ully
well that the best way to blunt the surging
people's movements and to lead them astray

Page 5 RED STAR April 1997

QL&D



www.padippakam.com

Globalisation Opposed In The Imperialist Countries

The IMF~World Bank dictated
policies of structural adjustment
enforcing a privatisation-liber~
alisation - globalisation regime
have already devastated the
neocolonies and pauperised the
masses there increasingly. As

aresult the proletariat and
all oppressed masses in these
Afro— Asian ~ Latin  American

countries have already started
revolting against this globali-
sation for the interest of MNCs
and the imperialist vultures co-
ntrolling them

If this opposition gained st-
rength in 1980s in the neocolo-
nies, in the 1990s the proletariat
and other toiling masses in
the imperialist countries have
also started opposing globali-
sation. As MNCs in the search
of more and more profit have
started shifting their ventures
to the neocolonies where much
cheaper labour js available, or
are compelling the workers in
the imperialist countries to
give more productivity at lesser
wages, globalisation has led to
wage rates falling and trade

Union rights being taken away
one after another. MNCs and
following them individual firms
have started cutting cost and
shedding labour strength, The
real wages have started falling
everywhere especially in the
US, and unemployment is incr-
easing especially in Europe.

When a third of the
ional trade is already
place within the transnational
or multinational corporations,
and this percentage is contin—
ously increasing, no feasible
measures to check these devel-
opments are possible. These
anti-labour policies are imple-
mented in the imperialist coun-~
tries when asa result : of
globalisation, as UN secretary

eneral is forced to say, “Over
60% of the world's population
must susist on § 2 or less per
day. A 100 ofthe world’s countr~
ies are worse off today than they
were 15 years ago”. :

internat-~
taking

Ofcourse, the imperialist
ideologues are trying to confuse
the issue by pointing out dem-

ography or migration of the
labour of neocolonies to imperi—
alist countries, or the human

rights violations and child lab—
our in the neocolonies as the
reasons for present plight of

the workers in the imperialist
countries. They never accept
the fact that it is the plunder of
the MNCs utilising latest tech-
nological knowhow and their
control of the resources, labour
and markets at global level
without least bothering even to
share a part of their loot with
the toilers, without allowing any
democratic rights to them, that
is causing pauperisation and
unemployment ' everywhere. In
this way they are trying to
divide the proletariat in the
imperialist countries and toilers
in the neocoionies.

What the proletariat ail over
the world and the oppressed
masses as a whole everywhere

have to realise is that globali--
sation and the imperialist syst-
em which is imposing it is theiv
common enemy

is to disarm the proletarian
ideologically and politically

all time-tested means and>
this purpose. They are

they are utilising
instruments
promoting

class forces

for
various

developing at global level for a new
tionary offensive only by combating this all~
round c¢ounter—revolutionary attacks by
imperialists and their lackeys through streng-

revolu-

the

alien trends which are negating proletarian
class positions, and the very concept of the
dictatorship of the proletariat. Reformist ideo~
logies including the so-called'grass-root’
concepts propagated by voluntary/non-govern-
mental organisations are promoted- Religio-
fundamentalist, racist, national chauvinist like
forces are encouraged and utilised to divide,
divert and maim the proletarian forces. At
the same time, to supress any forms of
people’s struggles, the state is made incre-
asingly fascist and state terror is unleashed.
Even hitherto existing democratic rights are
abolished.

The proletarian socialist forces can
utilies the present excellent objective situation

thening their ideological-political-organisational
preparedness internationally by and in each
country based on Marxist—Leninist positions
and proletarian internationalism. Let the taking
up of this historic task and building up of
steel like unity of the proletarian forces at
international level be our clarion call on
this May Day.

It is inspiring that once again the
proletarian forces have started regrouping at
international leval organising conferences,
seminars and solidarity campaigns etc. This
positive trend has gained momentum during
the, iast tew years. While the proletariat in
the imperialist countries organise May Day
(Contd P. 4y
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P. J. JAMES

The Bubble Budget
Unprecedented Gains to Speculators, False
Promises for the Poor. e

Bven after two days of Chidambaram!s |
budget presentation, while these lines are heing
written, crackers are still' bursting in India's
stock exchanges and consumer = markets. .As
noted by several observers, the second budget
of Chidambaram’ was 'clearly oriented to the 20 -
million players in the country’s stock,  markets
and 200 million upper-middle class people (as
defined by the yankees) comprising the most;
thriving and flourishing consumer . inarket  In
the world! “As “the 'concessions . offered by
Chidambarani to' the ' fihancial speculators far |
exceeded thedemands ‘raised by stock-market ;
patticipants ‘on the éte'of 'the budget, . the
market euphoria'seen is' quite | Unprecedented.
RuHi Patil, Managing Director of National Stock
Ekclange (NSE) has aptly 'said:’ “This budget
hds'glven @good impétiis to the' capital markets.
In fact, whatever was asked for, everything,
. 'has been given 'to i#t”.' ‘Notorious  NRIs. both
SiPJHinddja and "GP Hinduja have charac-
terised- the budget as “courageous and . exge-
lidnt’s “o1n Cparticilar; | “GP Hindyja,  said-
Despite ithe limitdations ' of the coalition aoyer-

due'to Chidambaram’s “bold” . application . of
the last nail in the coffin of Keynesianism and
uncontrolled launching | of menetarismiin, India.
In an'interview in Chennai, Mr Camdessus _succ-
inctlyrsaid:’®' “J'am 'very proud = 'to have ‘been
associated w ith it (the reform process)’

1At

. No_doubt, as a manifestatian of the upbeat:

mood. in the speculative: sectol of the! | economy;
the stock exchange indices in various parts ©f
the country ;zeemed |isharplyi sto their dizzy
heights. || For instarice; 1/ in/ the 11 post=budget
sessions, the Bembay Sensexirose by 177 points
on Eriday. evening. and hy 205 points owSatorday
to reach 3850:  Leading market plavers ) have
predicted 2 breach of the 4008 levelvery nsoom:
Ag.a mere stroke ofipen; the gains|/| adeé:avais
lable to. stock exchange piayers alonerby «Chida+
mbatam amount, fo,al . minimutwof:Rs. 25000

crores.,  The handeome packagetofiigops 1which?

included tiie enorrious-dinect taxiconcessionsite
the rich coimposed.of al 30 percentireductions i
income tex pavment-by higherincome |brackets:

. . % i I . { i F15 ohe ot SRS " " T I3el
nment; the'Prime Minister had Kept his promises abczu_tlcu olisuzcharge oii) corporate t?x,pél_ﬂ?df_
made to Captain's’ of Ihdien Tmdlstry during; the g o any ok nds; . dilution of Miritnum

“Lecember: 31 meet!" He added: “'The Finance, Alter & LAy with fuiliexeraptions from
Minister has'shown dynathism, Courage  and its p W ion 80 caiied exnontens andus solon:
boldness 'by taking forward 1the' "fiberalisaticn i seep ofsincelntives’ andw co=
agenda‘where Dr. Manthohan Singh had left it!'. Sei Gshi1 Uhicarsbabar toithe!
Intavestingll, 'on'Febvuary 28 'itself Manrohan anti nationaljand frallorgus class in }o
Sihgh! commented ioh 'the budget: “This 5 the - detbt, these mearures hauve the
endovsdmant! of s folicies feflowed "o, “the mast dieherd expgne ¢ intod
Covigiess Q‘d(rén‘:m?'e_n‘tf""‘ 7P6 bap Tt ci'l‘fl."'._chll viarg iferice as’s be » with
218900 Ojust e wday: Gy the'Budget; chilchel - hiese, Chidambaram's @s
Camdessus] thie Markding 'Diréttor of {‘MF who increasing the celli vestment

(Flo'fél{jﬁ-‘-'f‘-'J‘ﬁp({??"?
exchanads fronl ¢ ] ’ |

hike: ! the (EaRTBIFPITE T HRE /il oF TR I~
vidiial compantd®  WElJUHipE ' 1He Prdedls g1
R capital accoddt W vertt S & 65 o ' “c l‘;e'«;é.‘::
=71 fulllooriver 1Y of the yuptl ‘Whefeby _pltinging
lopment in the structiral adjustment processbd " thedcowitiyin to tfe ,d?_I'Df';a',t'\élffla_f}%\'b!’f,_ff_f{{?!f“-_.-.[.‘,:;.i
keeping the poor i:pan‘stai-'ti-:’-‘'cjf*fiih%n*s’ti‘ai FHIHR _?“_‘ﬁ;'l' | doraltspeculition; efforts’ to. r‘)’{xfi{ba‘_t\ff(l—z('_l'_ iillélqi-a_;liwg'ﬁ 4
culanthé ‘congratultted the architects g{, ‘t'f'i_.'gi;'[ - finlaccorda nce wlthtfe " coffiitindtit “made to,
“news ttepsiwhichlare béing takien foddy* ‘towards WTCathat i n® Itstratite Ig.'c_a:c"_t'_ox" : “would b (I
liberalisation/6f ! thevéconsmy, td,i}-aras-;“z:‘diﬁq?‘i"‘ - privatised beéfore -m)éaiémkﬁr_&f;”-l%?d ffn‘ry&;__ﬂ de-
rtivilityt towards -gr‘éatpfiirfdepeﬁé@p’cé“;o e s "re“s'lé*a_-’\_/altk‘);'? of sbrk?Sfnifica }.'trbﬁé’rﬁé.{ﬁm g};ﬁ :
Central*Baiik 'and Sfopping ‘autématic fingiding ' list have* imniEnsely “erithised global and com—
of budget deficits”. His enthusiasm was mainly prador capitalists. Of these, the last one, fe,

had ‘come! over to' Thdia' to praise 'Fi¥e '* Uisiol
arid!cburage df pegple v Oiwhe® wete {H 3¢ ‘of”
affalrsy nindndial in 1991 Sariddof those'wh
nolwitaking ithe Oliberdtisation protdss ™ "
hasimwhicleheartedlys! praiseil G -Chidar,
baram Co!{or ) Keeping up 'cofifimifty idnd deve

, 'h;dfa.'h'_sltb;:}:

L' 4

e p—, i Y P LTS AT A el
VEEL A AATYE d5M S sesY
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the dereservation of items in the SSI list and the
enhancement of the limit from the existing Rs.
60 lakhs to Rs 3 crores is clearly intended to
eliminate the small scale industries even in
name. All the existing benefits of SSis will be
cornered by global and comprador interests,
they will be swallowed up by the latter one by
one or will end up as sub-contractors to big
capital. In brief, destruction of the employment~
generating small scale sector is part of the
strategy of integration of the economy  with
glabal finance capital.

Reduction in Fiscal Decficit and the
Trend towards Full Monetarism

A casual look al  the budget documents
reveals the basic orientation of it as the speedy
movement towards full-fledged monetarism and
the dismantling of the last vestiges of Keyn-
esianism. In fact, as’noted = by us earlier, the
most striking feature of ‘the budget recognised
by.noene other than the IMF chief himself has
been - the decline in the capacity of the state
to dntervene in the economy as manifested th-
rough the “greater independence of the central
bank and stopping automatic financing of budget
deficits'. This is going to he achieved through
the replacements of adhoc treasury bill arrange-
ment by ‘ways and means advance' by the RBI
As part of this, despite the huge tag cuts and
concessions to.the corporate and high income
classes, in accordance with the “commitment of
good fiscal management’'made at the behest
ofiFund-Bank combine, Chidambaram has pegged
the 1997-98 fiscal'  deficit at a lower target of
4.5 percent of'the GDP  While this results in
what is called more ‘fiscal discipline' on the one
hand will - ‘provide greater ‘autonomy’ to  the
Reserve Bank.in conducting the monetary policy
of the country at the instance of ‘IMF

BIGGEST-EVER SQUEEZE OF THE
7 'MASSES

A cgrollary ot this emphasis on monetarism
o1 eflscal discipline'.as,it is called is.a.conspirat-
orhal reductian In expenditures on sacial services
even’ in absolute terms In the midst of the
rhetoric of ‘growth with social justice’, In fact-
the reduction in the fiscal deficit (total expendi-
ture minus total revenue),
heavy revenue lpsses through cutsin impant
tarlffs and corporate and Income taxes tagether
with ever—increasing non ~plan expenditures 'in
the form of intereat payments and defence
spanding (the budget envisages arise of = Rs.
lm crores lodnterest pagments and Rs. .6Q00

in the context.of

crores in defence expenditures)is achieved
through a drastic reduction in spending on so—
cial ~ services and subsidies, especially food
subsidies intended for the poor. It is an irony

that among the ruling circles, it was Manmohan
Singh himself who first expressed his  worries
about the huge reduction in food subsidy as

seen in Chidambarm's second budget that is
acclaimed as the “best budget in the past sev—
eral years”. The so called “innovative" budget
that subsidises the elite, the comprador  capi-
talists ‘and MNCs to the tune of thousands of
crores worth of resources and which envisages
the growth of total government expenditure
from Rs. 202298 crores in 1996 - 97 to Rs.
232176 crores in 1997 - 98 and the growth in
nominal GDP from 14.9% in 1996-97 to 15.2% in
199-7—98, has reduced the food subsidy (sub-
sidy for foodgrains and su ar) from Rs 8066
crores in 1996-97  to 7500 crores in 1997-98.
This is In spite of Gowda's own statement a few
days ago that thig subsidy was budgeted at Rs.
8300 crores during the financial year 1997 - 98,

In"a recent revelation the Planning Commission
has pointed out that the percentage of people
below povertyline s alost 41 percent. And
some members of the Planning Commission put
the figure at 44%. 'It isin this context and
in the background of the much trumpeted dual
card system under the Targetted PDS that this
absolute reduction in food subsidy has been
made. It Is an objective fact that lion’s shareof

this so called food subsidy is not at allavailable

for the poor in the form of reduced food grain

or sugar prices, but spent as administrative and

establishment charges, interest  payments,

storage costs and so on. In a situation where

food praduction is reported to be stagnating and

purchasing power of the broad masses of people
is'declining and in the background of the bud-
get proposals for decontrolling trade jn food

grains (Rice Milling. Industries Act 1958, Gin-
ning and Processing Factories, Act 1925, Edible-.
Qils and Edible Oil Seeds Storage Control
Order 1968. etc, are all going to be repealed);
one can at least guess the true effect of this
paltry sum on food subsidy. Given the officially
estimated inflation being at 8% (this is an unde-
restimate, since the prices of foodgrains and
essential articles, as experienced by common
people contrary to what official statistics say,
arg now .lnge \sing at the double digit levedy
tha real value of this year's food subsidy pro-
posed would be worth about 76% of that in
1996-97. Thus, it is through considerable. under-
prdgl'""lnriitgg-' of expendifures to the  poorer
sections that Ghidambaram. _1s able:to maintair: -
the figcal defigit at 45%.0f GDP as dasired! by,
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she Fund~Bank Combine. Of course, he cannot
do this by reducing the enormous concessions
and special privileges granted to affluent sect-
ions for obvious reasons. That Is why squeeze
of the masses is all the more significant in Chi-
dambaram’s ‘landmark’ budget. Even in the
past too, spending for the poor ‘has remained
only on paper. For instance, take the case of
Chidambaram's first budget In 1996-97, a total
of Rs. 20,324 crores was budgeted on social
sectors and rural development, But the actual
spending as per the Revised Estimate of
1996 ~ 97 has been only Rs 18805 crores, a
short—fall of 8% even in nominal terms. This
time also, the story will be the same. Take, for
example, the outlay on social services sector
alone which Is being enhanced from Rs. 11785
crores in 1996-97 to Rs. 15707 crores in 1997-98.
Since nothing has been set apart for this in the
budget, resources for meeting social expendi-
tures are to be met from the propesed Volun-
tary Disclosure Scheme for mobilising blackmon-
ey. No doubt, as a proportion of GDP, the
total social sector and rural development outlay
has declined from 1.7% in  1995-96 t0 1.5% in
1996-97. The trend will be the same in this year
too. Even governments of Sub-Saharan Africa
are spending much more on poor than the tndian
State. As a proportion of GDP, while some of
these states spend almost 10% on education,
for example, the Indian state spends a  meagre
sum ol 2%.

FURTHER INTEGRATION OF
AGRICULTURE WITH
AGRI - BUSINESS

In consonance with the CMP. that called for
doubling of the flow of eredit to agriculture
within five vears, last year's budget had geyised
a number of programmes and policies in, the
agricultyral sector, As a result, during, 1996-97,

the first year of the UF goyernment; the. cxedit

flow to agriculture ingreased Srom Ra. 220X

crores.to Rs. 28600 crores. It.was in accondance
with the gf}hﬂi machinations of impexialism in
fully integrating india's vast. agricultusal: sector
with aarlhnﬁ‘nesa interests, basedon. WTO
wegulatigns. Its aim has beentp transfpsm the
!an;d\!q;.d7kulak
agribusiness MNCs like Cargill, Pepsi ete, In-
itiatlyes, were also taken to extend the 'Karnat-

aka model' land legislations to othex.pants ef.

India. In the last budget a,sexies.of steps. ke
the creation of Rural Infrastsucture, Revplapm-
‘ent Fund (RIDF) with a capital base.af Re
2500 crores, the raising of the share capital of
"NABARD to Rs 2000 crores arid the creation of

ctlons, as juplor. partners. of

new private sector banks in rural areas were
taken. The 1997-98 budget, though having no
new policy declarations, is going to develop
further the steps already taken to encourage
agribusiness activities. For instance under
RIDF-I and RIDF-II, a sum of Rs. 3400 crores
has already been disbursed by March 1997. An-
other sum of Rs. 2500 crores under RIDF-III is
earmarked for the financial year 1997 - 98
Another additional allocation of Rs. 500 crores
will be made to NABARD to augment its share
capital. With the aim of enriching kulak farmers,
Accelerated lrrigation Benefit Programme s
being enhanced from Rs. 900 crores in the last
vears budget to Rs. 1300 crores in 1997-98. All
these steps that continue with intensified vigour
together with the total decontrolling of trade
in almost all important agricultural items are
clearly oriented to strengthen global agribusin-
ess in India.

DISMANTLING OF IMPORT
TARIFF AND
DEINDUSTRIALISATION

In tune with the CMP and WTO regulations,
and in continuation of last year’s budget, in his
full year budget for 1997-98, Chidambaram has
accomplished a further reduction = in
import duties with a view to progressively inte—
grate Indian economy with international market.
Thus customs, duty has been further reduced
from the existing peak rate of 50% to 40 and
duty on capital goods has been reduced from
25% to 20%. Thus the vast Indian consumer
market for all items ranging from luxurious
items and consumer durables to essential items
is further thrown open to MNCs. No doubt
this will gliminate whatever left of the already
weakened industrial and manufacturing activity
in India. Customs duty reduction .on imponted
cold rolled steel, chemicals and ather capital
goods will definitely, destary.the existing do-
megtic industrial base. [That is, Chidambaram
is bringing the deindustrialisation process un-
leaghed .in 1991 to itslagical. culmination:
Hundreds of thousands.of industrial unjts: will’
be glosed.dawn and millians.af workers will be
thrown.to streets. Associated.with this. de-
industrialisation trend is.the new thrust .given
to, “information technplagy!’ in the: budget
Duty,reductions,an the jimport of camputer and
electronic itams. will helpMNCs to transplent:
the labour-Intensive component of their ‘culture
industries' to Indla;te take:- advantage of -the
cheap but .skilled: labour abundantly: avalable
in India. This.ds dully incaccordance with: globgl:
capital’s new [pternationali dividion of labour
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based on the latest advances in information,
communication and transportation technologies.
It is quite revealing that the arrival of Bill
Gates, world's biggest ‘microsoft’ and computer
businessman, in India is coincided with Chidam-
baram’s budget presentation in the Parliament.

ALL ROUND PRIVATISATION,
LIBERALISATION AND -
CULTURAL DEGENERATION

A'look at the budget will reveal that every
item elucidated ' in it'is aimed ai'subserving the
narrow class interests of ‘comprador and imp-
erialist capital * This'is true' in the ' proposals
for further'disinvestment "of public enterprises
with a view'to mobilise another Rs.' 5000 crores,
privatisation df' 'hedlth 'insurance as a step
eI A N OV el St OO 1 STl ATE e SECE OiwlTh

accordance with the commitment to WTO, "pr=

ovision of 7 years tax holiday for companies
(meaningNiNCs) !in'the) “petroleum 'fand " tele—
communications sectot: dismantling FERA and

so on. Allthese will] sleadto 1ihe imténsified
plunder of the couniry's people and its resour-~
ces bu.global {inance  capital inalliance with
comprador indlen capital,

in the o‘/emh context in which"*all ‘rourd
speculative g tesiled by imperialist finance

capital are flourishing candirealiv productive act
tivities ave staonating, the de'generation'of Tndien
ruling ¢ o'kricws no bounds, The best
‘ tiis is'related! “tov the “proposal
shing b.qcf' motie?ilt ishintereSting
f@n an Mo
Noldersiifirst casie ¥rom
Devolonmem Cou~
uv‘ ]e tluo
1‘emctant to
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nesty’

T o1 ir & caSwmspRaall tHe LY based
1\ i madeithe fol io\' s observation:” Yoltntary”

loghive dsustem enivisent -wiona' v signals®to
e esiors mat'}nc.‘ii- ?Ub"\'r o/ tana
thenwould condanel Wwrongdoing,” "Past 'expet-
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March-end 1997 theoil pocl deficit will reach.

effort'tl to®*
mobilisedresources throughi providing!’ amnesty™
lders isigoing! to be another_

rstonly gl
: unplecedelxted :

“decades’;

the staggering, figure of Rs. 20000 crores. The
interest payment on public debt will. be' higher
by at least Rs. 25000 crores.in the icoming fiscal
year. There are enough hints to presume that
in the immediate future the Gowda government
will try to resolve 'these issues through extra—
budgetary executive measures suchrise' in
petroleum prices, other non-tax levies, etc. In.
a post—budget speech; . Chidambaram remarked.
“Budget is. not the instrument to address : the
petroleum price or any administered prices’. It
is reported that the government iscontemplating
the total dismantiing .of the administered : price
regimé ih petroleum and other ' essential items.
In its own terms, the next stage jof | ‘reforms’
requires the dismantling of all state-sponisored
welfare schemes and further, relaxationlof 1 all
labour.legulatlons . : el

All the ruling ciass parties and the: entire
medija, have come. forward praising Chidambarm's
second budget which they call as the . ‘“best in
;Initially, the CPI (M) also /had more
or less the same . opinion,- {That.was. why, in an
interview | to press persons itsileader lin the pa—
rliament,;:Somnath Chatterjee charactarised this'.
budget as,, “prospoor and growth. . oriented.'
However, a bit later, as part of awell-considered
strategy, its leadership found /the, substance
of the budget dizappointing despitz the concern
c)\plc sed fov.the economicaily, disadvantaged
But today the CPI (8 leadershin cen be 'seen
vehemently attacking the budget after taking
pains te pinpoint the budget’'s bejsic) departures
from the CMP. (L,ommon MinimumgProgramme)

But on a closer ‘examination, one.can see that
there is no basic' divergence hetween the CMP
and the second budget of UF government, the
Catter Uheinglal continuation’ of the first hudget
as'pointeditout’by Chidambaram himsell. DNot

@l otheriimperialist age

what oocvred Wwasa'basle. eonuergm."" bét"-

Funa
ncies

onlusthat, “even 'the

 dedBEat CaPishall form the basic guide
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(5094, Datta Ohairwan Castiol Indiayin ~Tdia
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NEW CHALLENGES IN THE WORKING

The NEP is rather new; it is
only' five ‘years: old” ih Ihdia.
It 'Has' not' ''started” to' Have
its real' impact in' all f{ields.

Large 'scale retrenchment; "and
an explosion 'in ‘uhemplo-
yment' rate''alongwith eniploy-

ing contract labour’ 'system 'in
all fields are vyet to come.
While the job cuts so far
effected have been' with ade-
quate compensation in' many
cases from ''internal resources

or from National Renewal fund
(NRF) mainly in public sector
enterprises (PSUs), ' the worst
is 'yet to come. The imperial-
st agencies dictating NEP,
ithe government' and the man-
agement all are aware of it.

So they have initiated long
term  planning for ‘labour
management,’ that is develo-~
ping methods to keep the
working class  under their
tight control by eliminating
their fighting capacity, = and
organised strength. Simultane-
ously methods to erhance
productivity  continoucly are
also evolved.

As in all other aspects of
NEP  under its structural

adjustment policies (SAPj, the

World Bank is the trend
setter in this field also. Its
1995 World Development
Report  warns under the
pretext of arguing for the
unorganised sections that:
“they (the organised: unions)
behave as monopolists, prote-
cting a minority group of
relatively well-off unionised

workers at the expense of
the unemployed and those' in

rural and informal markets.”
Again: “coal miners in" India
have  been shlelded ' from
competition ' ever' since the
government take‘ over' of the

Industryin' 1973.: The  highly

GLASS FI*ELD

unionised coal: workets exert
political pressure to obtain
wage increases that ' are

unrelated ‘to' market realities.”
The' WB report do' not’ bother

to''even  mention the' condi-
' tionof ‘the wotrkers' in coal
fields * 'or = elsewhere before
unionisation, or' of those' who
seek' solutions to problems
without joining unions. The
bureaucratic character of the
learderships of the trade
unions' belonging to ruling
class' or reformist parties
are utilised as' a cover to
attack trade union movement

as a whole. The WB is only

repeating its ‘many ' decades
long slandering of organised
working class movement.

In tune with this WB attack
Rao government had initiated
moves to tame the trade
unions through new legislaticn.

Through numerous struggles
the organised working class
movement in India  had

succeeded in compellirg earlicr
government to enact many
progressive labour laws. Now
the proposed Industrial Relat-
lons Bill have clauses allowing

the controversial exit policy
alongwith  closing down of
latour courts. It introduces
a system of compulsory
arbitration. It also seeks to
abolish  the use of secret
ballot by unions during elect-
ions. Through this measure
government is trying to cut

down even the rights enjoyed

by the organised workers
who constitute less than 10
percent of ' the total working

class. Even before the 'bill is
passed government has started
openly siding with the manage~
ment “including " using force to
brake workers’ strikes Theway
the New PensionBill was :passed

by the government rejecting the
opposition 'from’' vast ‘majority

of the' wotkers indicaté the
growing antl-working”' " class
approach,

The state governments are
following the same policy. In
an article “Trade' Uniods: Los~
ing 'Clout?” Business India
(November4-17) © has' quoted
Deepak Khaitan, managing dire-
ctor of Calcutta based
Willlamson Magor Group: “State
governments today are not
encouraging  and breeding
labour militancy.” Maharashtra’s
Commerce and Trade secretary
is quoted as' follows:  “With
the change of mindset, govern-~

ments will have to fight it
out for investments. And
investors-both foreign  and

local-will come only when the
risk factors are less. Trade
union militancy can lead to
the state being deprived of
investment.” The state govern-
ments are competing with each
other to boring down tiade
union movement, especially
the politicalisation  of the
workirg class.

introduct-
during the
especially
struggle
and
chall-~

once again

before the
NEP,
decades,
Naxalbari
Feasantry
started

Even
fon of the
last two
following
when  the
working class
enging the state
and resorted toc gherao and
other forms of struggle to
compel the reactionary mana-
gements to accept their legit-
imate demands, the govern-
ment as well as managements
had started promoting various
anti-worker moves ' including
encouraging independent or
managemnient unions. They - are
against left  'oriented trade
unions  who' politicalise~ the

Page 11 RED. STAR< April 1997

LIQLILI&LD



and mobilise them
for countrywide struggles
against government's anti-wor~
ker policies. During the last
tive years when the ruling class
parties constituting all trends-
rightist, centrist and leftist—
reached a broad consensus
on the NEP, the attack on the
organised and politicalised wor-~

workers

king class movement further
intensified.
From 1950s itself govern-

ment, the PSU and private/cor~
poratelmanagements had ulitised
INTUC like unions to serve
the bourgeois interests promo-
ting labour aristocracy and
bureaucratic TU leaders. Under
the label of ‘recognised unions’,
these trade unions were made
to work as management
unions in major enterprises.
Alongwith them independant
unions were encouraged who
excelled in militant econo-
mism, but consciously kept
the workers away from polit-

icalisation. The rise ot Dutta
Samant in Mumbai, Kuchelar
in Chennai and many others
should be seen in this Con-
text. According to Kuchelar
“party—affiliated wunions are
rrelevant.

In 1970s and 1980s these

‘militant economists’ could sign
many agreements hiking work-
ers’ wages and other economic

Lenefits. But  simultaneously
the managements started extr-
acting their pound of flesh
also. Wage increases were
linked with productivity. As
industrialist Bajaj said ‘“‘they
want more money and we
want higher productivity.” But
this phase did not last long
in this form. Even Samant’'s

like independent unions became
inconvenient with the NEP. In
the atmosphere of a long
period of  depoliticalisation,
‘when voluntary retirement
schemes {VRS) and similar
50ps  are offered, atleast

a section among the well

www.padippakam.com

paid workers and employees
prefer to opt for money rather

than workihg class rights.
Lockouts and employment of
contract labour are also
effective threats utlilised to
maim the workers.

Alongwith this, as the

degeneration of the ‘left’ par-
ties to ruling class positions
are taking place fast, their
TU leaders have also become
advocates of surrender. For
example general] secretary of
AIBEA and a CPI man,
Tarakeshwar Chakravarthy see
“irritation among this populat-

jon (middle class)y about TU
activity.” He adds ‘‘there has
been a decline in enthusiasm
for trade unions among the
organised sector workmen.”
Agreeing with the views of
managements, a CITU leader

Ravindranath says ‘‘the unions
have exhorted their workers
to raise productivity and push
capacity utilisation in these
factories beyond 120 percent.”
But even this total readiness

to comprom:se on the part
of there left unions has nol
satisfied the managements.
They are apprehending the
possibilities of these unions
giving calls for countrywide
movemsants  under pressure
from ranks as in the case
of the central government

employees and Telecom - P&T
employees struggles recently.
Even that much politicalisation
is anathema to managements.

going for
settlements.

So they are
Blue Star like
Faced with the challenge of
an independant left-oriented
internal union over a wage and
productivity agreement, the
management manipulated the
entry of Shiv Sena led BKS union
and signed an agreement with
it. These union of SS-the
Bharativa Kamgar Sena (BKS),
Shramik Sena and Maharashtra
Shramik Sena (MSS) are run
like business based on pure

economism. Thackray launched

his unions in 1960s ‘“to
prevent Bombay becoming
Calcutta.” He call for
“production, productivity, and
discipline” and advises ‘‘no

strike, go-slow  or worke-to-
rule.”’ Same is the case with
RSS led Bharathiya Mazdoor
Sangh (BMS). It claims to
have biggest TU membership
in India by excelling even
INTUC in becoming ‘manage-
ments’ union.’

The corporate managements’

latest move is to welcome
underworld mafia gangs in
to labour field. It is reported

that the elevation of Sachin
Aher, a nephew of the under-

world don, Arun Gawli, to
the genecal secretery ship of
INTUC affiliated RMMS in
Mumbal is an indicator of
this heinous move.

As for as imperialist
agencies, government and
corporate managements are
concerned they have their
programme well charted out.
They are ready to go to
any extent to prevent the
coming up of a revolutionary
trade union movement.

The latest developments
show that they have succeeded
these

to a large extent in

manoevres. With the formation
of UF government the left
trade unions have put a
brake to even the struggles

they were waging during last
five vears against NEP. Many
independent ‘left’ union leaders
are purchased like Trotshkyists
and Kanoria Jute Mill struggle
leaders, and through them
ideas like “worker's self-manag-
ment” are spread to blund
workers struggle. Communal,
casteist, chauvinist forces are
promoted to divide the
working class. Continous efforts
are made to create a broad
consensus on the necessity of
liberalising the economy, and to
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divert the working class move-
ment from socialist orientation.

The consequences of these
ruling class assaults "on the
working class movement and
degeneration of the left trade
unjons to unprincipled compr~
omises and surrender are clearly
visible today. According to
the provisional memberships of
five all India trade union centres
issued by Labour Bureau (Shi-
mla) in 1989, BMS is leading
with 30 lakhs, while INTUC is
pushed behind to 27 lakhs.
Meanwhile memberships  of
CITU, HMS and AITUC are 18,
14 and 9 lakhs. These and other
trade unions taken togother
have only less than 10 percent
of the total working class as
members. While most of the or-~
ganised sections are consciously
converted in to apologists of
ruling class policies by these
leaderships, vast majority of
the workers are unorganised
and kept away from the path of
struggles.

This is well reflected in the
workers’ struggles during this
period. Even when working class

was subjected to growing exp-
loitation and oppression the
strikes and lockouts between

1991 and 1996 (January to
April) came down from 1810 to
252, out of which lockouts were
more. If the mandays lost in
1991 due to lockouts were 14
lakhs, it was only 12.42 lakhs
due to strikes; and came down
to 1.90 and 1.51 lakhs in 1996.
The managements have started
declaring that the trade union
movement has started losing its
relevance. Even CPI (M) and
CITU leaders have started ad—
vising the workers to become
more ‘responsible’, that is to
cut down their struggles further
and participate in increasing
production surrendering to pri-
vatisation, liberalisation, globa-
lisation.

These

developments have
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posed  the gravest challenge
before the working class in
India. The consequences of NEP
have only started surfacing.
The inevitable ‘deindustrialisa~
tion' in a new form and automa-~
tion are going to render many
more millions jobless. The
contract labour system is inten-
sifying wage— slavery, cutting
down the wages, while the prices
of essential commodities are
soaring up. Simultaneously
other toiling sections are also
getting pauperised more and
more. Any protests are put
down by the state which is be-
coming increasingly fascistic.
These are natural results of
neocolonial slavery ‘to which
our country is pushed down du-
ring these decades after 1947,
And it calls for organised resis-
tance.

The history of all revolution-
ary movements at international
level and in India has time and
again proved ' that only the
working class is capable of
leading this resistance forward.
But all the leading trade union
centres have proved that they
have surrendered to the ruling
class policies. It is in this con—
text, the relevance of mobilising
the working class with a  clear
cut political orientation by the
revolutionary forces arises.

Whatever may be the propa-
ganda of the ruling classes, the
working class has waged many
significant struggles during the
last decade. More and more
workers are becoming conscious

of the necessity for a revolutio—
nary movement. They are be-~
coming capable of seeing thro—
ugh the reformist and defeatist
positions of many of their
leaders also.

Internationally also the situ-
ation is becoming favourable to
the working class movement.
In more and more imperialist

countries many working class
struggles are coming up. In the
neocolonies, togother  with

other toiling masses workers,
struggles have started surfacing.
This objective situation of im-
perialist crisis and mounting
repression and plunder of the
working class and other toiling
masses in the neocolonies is
going to compel these struggles
to intensify in the coming days
irrespective of the temporary
gains by the ruling classes. In~
spite of the surrender by the
leaderships, more and more
section of workers and emplo-
yees are going to come forward
to participate in struggles. The
imperialists and their compra-~
dors of all sorts, including their
media cannot reverse this
trend however hard they try.

It is the responsibility of the
revolutionary forces to  study
the present concrete situation,
intensify  their efforts to give
leadership to the working class
movement organisationally and
politlcally, and to launch count—
rywide united ¥ movements
against the Indian state policies
serving imperialism.
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PIPPALPANKA WATER: RESERVOIR PROJECT

The TATAs have extended
their octupus—like - exploitative
tentacles to grip another patch
in ' Ganjam district by ' displacing
people from their habitation
and livelihood. In collusion with
the ruling elites in Orissa “ they
have already hatched the plan
to acquire around 6000 acres of
land at'Chamakhandi'nearer to
Gopalpur Port by displacing aro~
und 25,000 people  from  their
very fertile land and livelihood
for establishing a 10 m tonne
steel plant. Agalnst this collu-
ding conspiracy the people
have already declared battle
never to give up their land for
the profiteering of a private
company. The Govt. has unle-~
ashed reign of terror, even has

rbant ~f

arient Ol killing

gone to the killing
people to force them to submi-
ssion to the hoax of so-called
development. Inspite ol this
resistance of the deprived peo-
ple at Gopalpur the Govt. of
Orissa and the'Tatas have the
audacity to embark upon anoth-
er phase of deprivation «nd
displacemient by  proposing to
construct a dam at Pippalpanka
on the Rushikulya river for sup~
plying water to the proposed
plant at Gopalpur

Pippalpanks  Location

Pippalpanka is situated arou-~
nd 110 kms away from Gopalpur
in Sorada block of Ganjam dist.
40% of this district is covered
by forest, the better part of
which is nearer to Pippalpanka.
This forest is full of medicinal
and valuable tree species. The
forest is also inhabitated by
wild animals, mostly elephants.
The people of this area are dep-
endant on this forest for their
livelihood by collecting leaves
for making leaf plates, brooms-
ticks, sal seeds etc. Around
1000 bamboo cutters fully earn
their livelihood from this forest.

Proposed: project

The Tatas have entered into
an understanding, with: the  Gavt.
of Orissa to construct a’dam. at
Pippalpanka by spending; around

“138 crores to supply 60 . million

gallons of water per day to their
proposed 10 millien tonne
capacity steel plant; at Gopal-
pur. The water would be carri~
ed by laying around 110 kms of
pipe at the cost of around ano-
ther Rs 200 rrares. The height
and length of the dam would be
45.56 mts (136 ft) and 1456 mts
respectively. :

It may be recalled. here that
for last 45 years the people of
Sorada block have been deman~
ding for a medium . irrigation
project by constiucting a med—
jum height dam at Pippalpanka
for irrigating the  agricultural
lands there. Eventhough survey
was conducted twice, the dam
was not constructed on the
plea that the soil was not suit-
able for constructlng a dam
there. But very strangely, acco-
rding to the Govt. the soil sudd-

enly turned out to be  suitable
enough to construct a dam at
the same place for the benefit
of a private company  where it
was unsuitable for the  benefit
of hundreds of farmers. It is

also learnt that eventhough ten
years back foundation stones
were laid for constructing irriga-~
tion projects at Sanganda, San-
dabeli, and Sanapanka in Sora-—
da block, even a brick has not
been put in these projects since
then. But the Govt. has become
suddenly committed to the cau-~
se of the development by pro-
posing to construct the dam to
provide water to the Tatas.

Adverse impact of the
project

By the creation of a reservoir

at the Pippalpanka' due to the
construction aof tHe damy around
1500 families of 8 ‘villages™ - will
be'affected* 300" families' who
cultivate ‘arountd’ 500*ha. of com-
mon land and subsist on it wou-
1d ‘losettieir 'land’and” livelihood

“without'even any compensation

since they have not'been given

any record of rights over their
land. Around- 1000 bamboo
cutters who subsist ' on Pippal—

panka, forest and others 'who
subsist on preparing leaf ' plates
and collecting broomstick's
from the jungle would ‘also lose
their livelihood. Around 100
tonnes of sal'seeds would also
be lost, besides other minor
forest produces. :

The proposed Pippalpanka
dam would be an environmental
disaster also. This would defo-
rest around 1254 ha. of reserve
forest having around 8 lakhs of
very old and valuable trees
Besides, it would also  destroy
around 20 lakhs of trees from
the reserve forests in its catc~
hment area of around 51200 ha
The witdlife mainly consisting
of elephants would naturally be
destroyed.

othet
of the
malaria
threat of

It also suffers from all
environmental hazards
big dams like spread of
due to water Jogging,
earthquake, degradation in the
nutriticnal and nourishing con~
tent of the water etc. The total
environment cost is  estimated
to be around Rs. 1000 crores.

All these devastations and
degradations are in  the frenzy
of the so called development,
all these sacrifices of the live—
lihood of hundreds of people of
this State is just for the earn-
ing of super profit by some - pri-
vate industrial houses~ the age~
nts:of world capitalism.
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People’s resistance

As expected and as has alre-~
ady been experienced .at Cha-

makhandi in  Gopalpur area,
people’s resistance is gaining
ground in the Pippalpanka area

against this destructive project
designed to displace the people
from their land.

Pippalpanka Project-
Putting in perspective

The analysis of the entir-~
Pippalpanka issue reflects, the
pattern of operation of the pre—
sent phase of capitalist = impe-—
rialist system that is spreadmg
its hooks and hoax all over 'the
world in the name of liberalisa-
tion, privatisation and globali-
satlon It rips open the devili-
sh design of the accomplices  of
the world capitalism. Therefore,
the Pippalpanka issue can ne|t~
her be seen i isolation from the
proposed Steel Piant at Gopal-
pur nor it can be seen In isolat~
ion w1thout putting it in the
perspective of the operation of
impenahsm and the paradigm of
development it professes all
over the world

The people are dxsplaced
from and deprieved of the ‘own-
ership’ and controll of their tra~
ditional source of sustenance
in the name of so called ‘devel-
opment. It is proved that the
socalled development has never
been able to absorb the demand
for original level = of livelihood
of the entire people it displaces
and deprives, not to speak of
the “development” of the enti-
re State or country it promises
This has been already proved in
case of the displacements from
projects, in Orissa like Hirakud,

Rengali, Indravati, @ NALCO,
Upper Kolab, NTPC where the
displacees have been :reduced

to beggers, slum dwellers in
cities, and the. womenfolk to
prostitution.

Granting that the entire disp-
laced people will be. employed

fifth. generation

www.padippakam.com

in the developmental project
they will simply be made ‘“‘wage
slaves’’ without any ownershlp
and, contx;ol over the  source. of
their livelihood and also " with—
out any guarantee of any liveli-
hood in future.

The other pattern of operati-

on of the  imperialist  capijtal
that is being fully | reflected in
the proposed Steel Plant at

Gopalpur is
social surplus more and more
in the hands of capitalists due
to the collysion of  technology
with capital fully  enslaving or
dlsplacmg labour In terms of
wages and benefits to the fabo-
urers, compared, to cases of
other steel plants like Rourkela
the fate will be worsef or wor-
kers.

It is learnt that the Gopalpur
Steel Plant will be using the
technology
persons

highly

employing only 857
most of whom shall be
skilled persons leaving some
Chaprasi and Clerical posts to
the common unskilled ' persons.
It is also.learnt that the surplus
employees at, TISCO, Jamshed-~
pur due to modermsatxon there,
are proposed to be re——emplo—
ved at Gopalpur by Tatas.

The third classical
of the ‘operation of
capital that has been
ed is the unholy nexus of

symptom
imperialist
manifest-
the

concentration of,

retainer capltalists Ilke Tatas
with the imperialists in the
name of technology import and
attracting foreign investment
with total overt anti-people
patronising of the political pow~
er and glamour hungry ruling
elites The agents and accom-
pllces of world capitalists have
been fully succesful in captiva-~
ting, the political power by com-
missjons and kickbacks.
Their retainers, in the ruling
class have not only readily swa-
llowed their bait for the petty
gains of their class  accruing
from this so called developme-
ntal loots but also are propaga-

ting their developmental hoax
to the common people who . will
be the first victim of this type
of development.

The hysteria of a second
Steel Plant In Orissa has been
hyped to such an extent asa

vote catching device. and made
to be a prestige nssue ) between
two ‘‘Pattanaiks’, that to talk
against this anti-people hoax
is now dangerous, leading to be
dubbed as anti people.

It is high time that all the
patriotic and democratic mind—
ed people should raise their
protest against these anti-peo-
ple projects.

repotr
Adhikar

(Prepared based on a
made by Manabika
Sangathan, Orissa)

Proposed Gopalpur Steel Plant

Proposed Capacity

Total no. of employment to be generated -

No. of people to be displaced
Land to be acquired

Density of population in the area
Density of population of Orissa
Annual yield from the land to be acquired

= 10 m tonne
857
~ 25,000
- 6000 acres
—1041 per sq kms:-
—202 per sq kms
—34.15 qtls/per ha

Average annual yield from the land in Orissa —14.53gtls/per ha

(Source VOICE Gopalpur Vol.ly
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K. N. RAMACHANDRAN

On Deng Tsiaoping

To be disliked by the enemy is a good thing.
1t means you are in general on the right path.
Similarly, if one is glorified by the enemy it
means there is something fundamentally wrong
with him or her as far as the people’s cause is
concerned. If Stalin and Mao are vio'ently dis-~
liked and continuous vilification campaigns are
organised still aganist them by the imperialists
and their agents it is not difficult to understand
the reasons. After all it was Stalin and Mao
who gave leadership to the world people to fight
against imperialism and led the socialist forces
to historic victories based on  Marxist~Leninist
teachings Besides from the time Marx and
Engels put rward the Communist Manifesto,
the enemy camp is engaged in manufacturing
numerous ideologies of their own like the latest
postmodernism to attack the very concepis of
seizure of political power by the proletarian for-
ces and the dictatorship of the proletariat.
And like Stalin and Mao, Marx, Engels and
Lenin are vilified and slandered continuously by
the enemy camp for putting forward these con-
cepis Compare these with the glarification of
Deng when he pasced away as the greatest lea-
der of Chinese people by the Clintons, John
Majors and the comprodors like those who lead
the ruling class parties in India, These rich tri-
butes paid by the imperialists and their agents
expose the real character of Deng and those
jike him.

As far as Deng Tsiaoping is concerned his
life had two parts. In his early years he joined
the Communist Party of China and under the
leadership of Mao played an important role in
the victory of the New Democratic Revolution
in China. In carrying out the early tasks ot the
N D R also he played an important role.

But once Mao Tsetung calied for carrying
farward the revolution to socialist transforma-~
tion stage, differences started cropping up wit~
hin the C P C. A serious inner party struggle
erupted in the main between those who wanted
to advance towards socialist revolution and
those who wanted to freeze the revolution and
10 give one-sided emphasise on development of
productive forces. Deng along with Liu Shochi
belonged to the latter camp. As the socialist
vevolution advanced this inner party struggle
intensified and transformed to two lines, of soc~
ialist path and capitalist path. During the Cul-

tural Revolution there were conscious efforts
by the capitalist roaders to sabotage the
socialist advances. They one-sidedly magnifi-
ed the errors committed by the sectarian forces
who were utilising the banner of C R, and inst-
ead of helping to resist them, utilised their sec—
tarian actions to malign the CR. As they turned
the inner party struggle into antagonistic con-
tradiction and continuously attacked the socia—
list roaders, Deng, L.iu like forces were removed
from all positions of authority.

After the Tenth Congress of the C P C held
in 1973 which marked an important stage in the
struggle against the sectarian trend represented
by Lin Piao, Deng was reinstated as he self-cri-
ticised and promised to implement the party’'s
general line. But this self—criticism and promi-
se were proved mean'ngless. Once inside the
party and the state apparatus, Deng again bec-
ame the rallying point of the capitalist roaders.
He intensitied the struggle against the socialist
tranfsormation steps taken by Mao in the name
of criticising the sectarian mistakes during the
Cultural Revolution. He refused to identif the
positive aspects of C R which was launched by
Mao as a process of class struggle under the
dictatorship of the 'proletariat. He dubbed it
as a pack of gross mistakes by one sidedly rep—
eating the excesses committed by the sectarian
forces. In effect the sectarian Linpiaoist trend
became a very useful weapon for Dengists to
attack the socialist roaders once again proving
that right opportunism and sectarianism are two
sides of the same coin. Cunningly avoiding
direct attack on Mao, the Dengists focussed
their attack on the socialist roaders who were
struggling against both Lin piaoist sectarianism
and Deng revisionism. Side by side pretending
to be an active advocate of the ‘Four Moderni-
sations’ launched by Mao to strengthen the soc-
jalist advances, Dengists made all possible effo-
rts to implement the ‘white cat, black cat’ theo-
ry under its banner.

When these conspiratorial moves were tur—
ned into efforts for open revolt to usurp power
utilising the memorial meeting for Chou Enlai in.
1976 beginning, Deng was once again expelled
from all positions in party and state. The stru-~
ggle against the capitalist road advocated by
Deng was intensified But before this struggle
could weaken the hold of Dengist ideas  within
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ithe party, state and the army Mao Tsetung éx’p~
ired. It provided the much awaited opportunity
for the Dengists who were covertly supported
by the imperialist camp led by US imperialism as
well as the revisionists of all brands led by
Soviet social imperialism. Utilising the 'servic—

es of the centrist Hua Kuofeng and staging a
swift military coup to suppress the ' socialist
roaders, Dengists managed to usurp power.

They reversed the socialist policies and. annou—
:nced many capitalist initiatives to rally the cap-~
.italist elements at every level. At the same
time they were particular to create the impress-
jon that thev were following Mao’s: verdicts by
eulogising him by embalming his body and ere-
cting a memorial against his wishes, publishing
the fifth volume of his selected works, and rep-
eating lies and slanders against the socialist
roaders including Chiang Ching. Even the ele—
venth congress of the C P C was utilised for
this purpose. But once they consolidated their
position at all levels utilising all heinous and
suppressive measures, Deng came out as the
supreme leader in 1978 and the attacks on
Mao’s revolutionary contributions were intensi-
fied. ‘Four Modernisations’ put forward by
Mao was turned into structural adjustment pol-
icies as advised by I M F.and World Bank to
Jinitiate privatisation and liberalisation at all
levels. The socialist structures built up during
two and half decades were demolished at incre-~
asing pace. The general fine of the Irternatio-
nal Communist Movement. put forward by Mao
in the course of the Great Debate was abando-
ned and replaced by the class  collaborationist
and counter revolutionary ‘Theory of Three
Worlds' as the strategic line of the world prole-~
tariat. The positive contributions of the CR
including Mao's contributions on continuing the
revolution under the dictatorship of the  prole-
tariat were thrown out. Mao’s  teaching ‘take
class struggle as the key link’ was replaced by
‘production by any means as the key . link’
Soon it became a total reversal of the. socialist
path in the name of “socialist market economy’
and under the banner of socialism with Chine-
se characteristics. '

The consequences of these policies are
clearly manifested in both internal and external
policies pursued by Chinese rulers during last
two decades. All socialist institutions like
Communes, putting workers and peasants in
power increasingly at all levels, the iron rice-
bow!/ that is guaranteeing social welfare - meas~
ures like education, employment, all essential
requirementsat fixed prices, housing Public hea-
lth etc, total liberation from the hold of impe-
rialist capital, restricting market system increa—

singly and continuously etc are abolished. The
slogan ‘to get rich is good’ is implemented eve-~
rywhere. Starting with ‘Non—Resident Chinese’
the imperialist capital and MNCs are allowed free

entry with permissions to repatriate profit.
Chinese coastal region is converted into new
Hong Kongs.  From a country with no foreign

or domestic debt in 1976, in two decades the
foreign debts have sky-rocketed to § 140 billi-
ons. Alongwith industrial sector, the agrarian
sector also is increasingly integrated with inter~
national market. Though, due to the industrial
and agrarian advances achieved through two and
half decades of socialist construction all elf-
ects of these neocolonisation measures are not
so far felt as seriously as in other neocolonies,
the spiralling gap between a minority of neo-rich
and vast majority who are getting more and
more disposessed has started exposing the
consequences of this neocolonisation.

In the socio-cultural scene, once again the
imperialist cultural aggression and feudal rem-
nants have started exerting their impact. As
in the imperialist countries and neo colonies
‘get-rich’ ideas have started making the society
corrupt and criminal. The proletarian democr-
acy, that is the dictatorship of the proletariat,
is now replaced by bureaucratic dictatorship’
and under imperialist prompting it is in the pro-
cess of transforming to western model bourgeois
dictatorships. The socialist values strenuously
built up during the socialist period are replaced
by decadent capitalist values.

As the Communist Party of China (CPC)
is turned into a Party of the new
bureaucratic bourgeoisie, proletarian internat~
ionalism is replaced -‘by subservience to
imperialism. As a result Chinese foreign
policy has become basically similar to that
of a neocolonial country like India. It
covertly or overtly support the aggressive
policies of imperialism now led by US imperi-
alism as in Irag and numerous other cases.
In the case of the C T BT doctored by US,
it supported this heinous policy of the nuclear-
haves. [tis ready to go to any extent to
become active participant in ASIAN and APEC
In short, in spite of iis name, redflag and
jargons, the Chinese Leadership today is
apologists of neo colonialism.

Those who still call this China as socialist,
are either imperialists who want to hoodwink
the people, or revisionists who want to justify
their own class-betrayal. That they are success-
ful to a considerable extent to pursue their
nefarious efforts in order to ideologically
disarm the world proletariat, shows the nece-
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MIGRO CRERIT

[An edited version of the release of Public Int-
erest Research Group, an N.G:O. While. bring-
ing out. many. information this NGO study want-~
ed to laud Micro Credit as a,measure for. ‘empo-
werment' of the poor Asifacts speak : otherw-
ise as in the case of all N.G O studies, we took
the information only. It:shows that Micro Cre-
dit is nothing but another neocolonial: measure
to fleece the poor. to further enrich  imperialist
chieftains and their compradors.]

A global campaign to ensure that 100 milli—
on of the world’s poorest families receive credit
for self employment by the year 2000 was laun-
ched at the three—day. Microcredit =~ Summit in
Washington, DC, on February 2-4:1997. . Orga-~
nised by RESULTS Educational Fund, a US-
based non-governmental organisation (NGO,
this summit is supported by an array of financ—
ial and development institutions including the
World' Bank, International Fund for Agriculture
and Deveiopment, and transnational banking
institutions like Citicorp, Chase Manhattan and
American Express.

Microcredit has the support of many wom-
en's advocates who view expansion.of.. microcr~
edit as a potential Ltellweather for women's
empowerment.as poor women.gaingreater access
to financial resources. Multilateral developm-
ent banks, in an era of budget,cuts and disbur~
sement reductions, are embracing microcredit as
an opportunity for them to move away from the
capital-intensive ‘“development as charity’’ mod-

ssity for intensifying an all out struggle to
uphold the basic teachings of Marxism-~Leninism
on the part of the Communist revolutionaries.

The occasion of the death of Deng
Tsiaoping is now utilised by the imperialists
as well as the revisionists to launch a fresh
offensive aganist the socialist values and
the socialist path itself. Deng is comouflaged
as a great ‘Communist revolutionary,’ as the
paramount leader who led China to greatness,
obliterating the glorious history of the CPC
under Mao’s leadership. Some of the arch-
revisionists have not hesitated to depict him
as the leader of the ICM. They are vulgarising
history and erasing the line of demarcation
between Marxism and revisionism.

The Marxist-Leninists should intensify
their ideological offensive in all fields to
beat back this counter-revolutionary offensive.

el toithe potentially more profitable ''developm-~
ent ag buginess."'. ' But perhaps:most significan—
tly, the financial'community has woken ‘up to
the faet that there-is.a great deal of money to
bé.made in'micrelending, where interest rates
can,range. from 20 to 100 percent. Microcredit
is'often. portrayed as a “win—win" option, where
in investors: profit handsomely ' while the poor
gain access to, resources that allow them to
help themselves = The reality, however, is not
always so rosy.

In india, a number of self—help groups
(SHGs) were created  in the 1980s, to provide
credit facilities to the poor, especially women,
in both . urban and rural areas. These _SHGs
stumbled upon a surprising .finding: By targe—
ting women, repayment rates came in well over
95. percent, higher than most traditional banks
Impressed by the repayment rates, _ institutions
ljke, National Bank for .. Rural Development
(NABARDS and Small Industries Development
Bank of India (SIDBI) began increasing their
lending to SHGs in India. However, the lending
rates ofi SHGs to borrowers were not cheap.
For .example, (SIDBI) lent to NGOs at 9%; .NGOs
were allowed to onlend to SHGs at a rate wup to
15%; and .SHGs, in turn, were allowed to charge
up to 30% to individual borrowers. Although
such high—interest credit is touted as a_ vehicle
for. poverty alleuiation wherein the poor use
the funds .to.undertake commercial ventures,
various studies have [ound that the loans are
largely.used by poor people to meet their daily
cansumption needs.

Nevertheless, similar microcredit operations
are now:being established in India, with. liberal
grants from:international donor agencies like
Ford:Foundation, UNDP: and Swiss . Agency for
Development and 1/Cooperation (SDC).  This
'seedimponey, in.turn, will attract additional cap-
italifrom theicorporate sector and financial ins-
titutions Loans are to be provided to borrow-
ers through a network of subsidiary lending ins-
titutions In order to assure investors a good
rate of-economic return, these corporate entities
will lend at market rates = Critics charge  that
such microcredit, rather than resulting in pover—
ty-alleviation will simply keep the poor on the
treadmill of debt.

The World Bank last year launched its own
microlending'arm, the = “Consultative Group to
Assist the Poorest,” (CGAP) with the goal of
“systematically increasing resources in microfi-
nance.” - World Bank President James Wolfen—
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sohn announced this program at the 1995 Fourth
World Conference on Women in Beijing, claiming
CGAP would improve access to micrccredit for
“the globe’s poorest citizens, particularly wom-
en,”

Will CGAP and other microlending progra—
ms will actually achieve the goals? The World
Bank’s CGAP, is focused on microlending as an
end in itself.

A recent report produced by the Washing—
ton, DC-based Institute for Policy Studies, fou-
nd that 46 percent of CGAP’s expenditures in
its first year of operation was spent on tolicy
reforms which may benefit lenders but end up
hurting poor borrowers, particularly women.
For example, CGAP views microlending as unvi-~
able in the presence of usury laws-laws which
provide ceilings on interest rates. Thus, its first
order of business at a $500,000 conference in
Mali was to get government officials to repeal
their nation’s usury laws. CGAP also calls on
countries to completely privatize their microlen-
ding institutions, removing all subsidies for ban-
ks which service the poor. Such reforms would
force banks which relied on subsidies for years
before becoming financially viable, to shut down
or charge much higher interest rates to reach
self-sufficiency in a shorter time—span. CGAP
also advocates stronger debt collection laws—
specifically collateral laws—-which will result in
a safer environment for bankers but which cou—
Id exclude the poorest, and poor women in par-
ticular, from access to small loans.

CGAP is arguably a small program- whose

total budget approximates one-tenth of one
percent of overall World Bank lending. Yet if
past performance is any guide, this small prog-
ram could prove to wield significant clout in
defining the paramzters and practices for micro-~
lenders.

In the current global economic climate, mic-
rocredit as a poverty alleviation tool, by itself,
is analogous to giving a man a fishing pole, and
telling him to go fish— in the wake of a giant
trawler whose net spans the horizon. Macroe-
conomic policies of liberalisation and globalisat—
ion have destroyed many formal sector jobs;
drastic cuts In social sector spending under the
rubric of World Bank imposed structural adjust-
ment programmes coupled with the absence of
any social safety net has further aggravated
poverty for the World's poorest. The only
option for many poor is self-employment, which
microcredit aims to foster Yet the odds are
stacked against the self-employed in the ‘global
marketplace. Consumer trends fluctuate near-
ly as wildly as the economy, which is becoming
more prone to external factorsias India opens
its markets. Aggressive brand selling and ma-~
rketing coupled with the strong - financial clout
of transnational corporations places the poor,
at a particularly unfair advantage in the global
marketplace.

In this context, microcredit, at best, can
lead to micro-solutions. Apy  developmental
strategy will require far more than the “band--
aid” of microcredit on the gaping wound of
poverty and unemployment. { ]

WHITHER NP M O?

That the National Platform of Mass Organi-
sations (NFVC) Leld a national conventionon 16
December 1996 and called for an agitation dur—
ing February-March 1997 to ‘‘expressits arguish
over the non-chalant pursuation of the retro-
grade policy of “liberalisation’” by the UF
government creating severe adverse impact on
the life of the common people” raises serious
questions especially when this formation is
led by the mass organisations of the LF
parties led by CPI (V).

The declaration adopted by the convention
states, “the policies of the government of
India as reflected in the last budget and the
subsequent measures led to deterioration of the
economic situation. Despite tall commitments
nothing has been done to check the price rise
leading to impoverishment of common people
arising out of failure to ensure exransion of

public distribution system. Norany radicai
steps has been taken for upliftment of the lot
of poor people particularly in unorganised and
rural sector. Itis also noted with concern
that there has been a consistent decline in the
real minimum wages all around. Growirg casu-
alisation and contracterisation of labour and
decline  inthe prorortion of permanent work
force has beccn e the order cf the day.

“Despite assurances the comprehensive
central legislation {or agricultural labour has
rot yet been introduced in the parliament. Ne-
ither any concrete steps has been taken for
radical land reform... ... ...

“The Convention further notes that in the
background of phenomenal rise in unemploym-—
ent no concrete measures have been taken f{or
employment gereration. On the other hand,
economic policy measures are bringing gloom

Page 19 RED STAR April 1997



www.padippakam.com

1o domestic industrial economy making further
bleak the prospective of productive employment
generation,  The growth of industrial produc~
tion has already marked a decline during.  the
first six months of the current year. Nothing
hias been done to revive the vast number of
sick industrial units. On the contrary the so-
called economic reforms have led to closures
e@ggravating the unemployment situation. Side
by side in spite of total opposition by the TU
movement the central govt. is proceeding with
the process of reckless disinvestment of PSU
shares, which if allowed to continue as per the
design of the govt. would end in dismantlement
of 90% of the PSU network in the country. Fu-
rther opening of the vital sectors of the economy
like Telecom, Insurance, Power etc. to foreign
aund  prlvate  monopoly capital would also
seriously endanger the self-reliance, besides
adversely impairing the indigenous units in those
areas . ...

“In the field of education as well, the
steps being taken by the govt. indicate a clear
tilt towards greater commercialisation of edu-—
cation taking education beyond ' the 'reach of
the poor people.. The patrons of globalisation
remained mereionlookers to' the desperate in-
vasion of international’ medla network through
electronic media and | other means with their
merchandise of degenerated culture immensely
harming the cuitural fabric of the country.

“Women became  the worst victims of the
so ~ called policy of liberalisation. The women
workers in'thousands in the'unorganised sector
lost jobs; atrocities on women increased with
impunity; rights of women get the least priority
in the society. Despite commitment from  all
political parties, 33% reservation for women in
parliament and assemblies could not be ensured
as yet.......

So the Convention noted that “the [MF—
World Bank dictated policy measures must be
squarely defeated if the national as well as
common people's interests are to be defended’’.

The Convention also extended  support to
the camy.2ign of the PSU workers against anti-
PSU policy ©f the government of India.

The declaration on the whole expresses
well the reaction of the toiling masses and pro-
gressive forces against the policies  continued
by UF government in the interest of imperialist
and private monopoly capital. But it refuses to
accept the factthat the UF government isorred
and surviving with the support and initiative of
these very' same LF parties also, whose mass
organisations 'are leading the NPMO Besides,

in Bengal, Kerala and Tripura the LF govern-
ments are following the very same reactionary
policies. In 'the name of keeping BJP out of
power, the LF parties as a part of UF are party
to the imperialist dictated policies of Rao gov-
ernment being implemented by the UF govern-
ment. Similarly, by saying that the state
governments have no other way out but
implementing the central governrnent's policies,
the state governments led by LF are justifying
their anti-people policies. When the anti-
worker pension bill was got approved by bath
houses of parliament in haste, the LF members
did not vote against them. Thus while rajsing
hollow criticisms against the UF policies, the
LF parties are lauding the UF as a historic
progressive step In this situation, if the mags
organisations led by these LF parties are com-
ing out  with such a declaration and.  putting
forward an agitational platform, it lacks since-
rity. It'is nothing but an opportunist move to
conceal their surrender to ruling class policies.
It is also a calculated effort 'to weaken the
efforts of the revolutionary left to get together
for decisive countrywide movement against the
ruling class policies.

The revolutionary left forces have to carry
forward a two-—fold policy.. On 'the one hand
they should expase the opportunist line of the
LF parties who have embraced social democracy
once for atl. .« On the other hand, they should
strengthen their unity and . dare to give leader-
ship to a united peoples’s movement based: on
democratic slogans. Only in this way they can
win over the mass organisations and progressive
forces still led astray by the leaderships of the
LF parties led by CPI (M). ®
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Build Up People’'s Movement To
Resist The Imperialist Cultural
Onslaught

Report on the AH India Cultural C_amp held at Kannur, Kerala

The All'India Cultural camp held at Kannur
in Kerala on 12th, 13th and 14th of March 1997
decided to take up the tasks of unification and
consolidation of people's and progressive cultu-
ral'activities taking into account the present
day cultural situation where the cultural  upper
hand of the left and progressive forces are gett-
ing' weakened and the imperialists and their
‘culture industry’ and the reactionary forees
who subscribe to the imperialist ideologies and
the communal and religious fundamentalist for—
ces'try to establish their hegemony at the cul-
tural front. The camp attended by revolution-
ary, progressive and democratic cultural ‘activi-
sts, artists and intellectuals from various parts
of the country further decided to go forward
with the objective of building up a progressive
and democratic cultural ' movement at All
India level, by taking lessons from the histori-
cal experiences of Progressive Writers' Associ-
ation'and I P T' A and by internalising the anti-
imperialist cultural essence of ‘their activities.

The camp. hosted by J K S V. (Janakeeya
KalaSahithya Vedi (Keralay was the, continnation
of the camp held at Jabalpur, M Pduring 10-12
of October last vear,

The first session ol the camp, started at
the morning of 12th March was presided’  over
by Com: P. J James of Janakeeya KalaSahithya
Vedi(J/K S V). Dre K: NI Ajoykumar,  convenor
of theireception committee weldomed the delow

gates. com:P. K. Venugopalan, State Sedtetary

of J. 1. S V made the introductory speech
He explained of the context and background in
which the camp is held and - the objectives of
the same, Citing the unanimous resolution ado:
pted at the Jabalpur camp which ‘called upon all
the democratic, progressive’ and' revollitionary

cultural activists and organisations to unitedly’

ally with the struggles of people against imperi—
alism and feudalism, he expressed - hope that
the camp would be helpful to provide an impe~
tus to the struggles against the culture, ideolo~
gy and politics propagated by the forces of imp-

erialism and reaction.

The first ression was that of presentation
of reports on experiences of cultural movemen-
ts of different regions and the present situation.
Delegates from various parts of ‘the country
presented reports.

Comrade Saroj Dass of OPWAIA (Orissa Pro-
gressive: Writers and Intellectuals g Association)
Orissa;, presented the report aleng with a
paper on culture and' cultural movement. He
pointed at'the contradictory situation in' Orissa
where'acute poverty and pre-feudal relations of
production still exist alongwith the proliferating
market of imperialist consumier goods.

Com: B. M. Puttaiah from Janasanskritik
Sangh, Karnataka said that Karnataka is turned
as the testing ground and target areaof all
imperialist products in India. It is not acciden-
tal that all those things like Kentucky chicken,
the Beauty Pageant, Cargill like agribusiness
monopolies have appeared first in  Karnataka.

Com: G. P, Mishra, one of the editors of
'‘Real Wealth' from Kanpur, U. P explained
how the communal forces are trying to  devide
the workers of industrial areas like Kanpur on
communal lines. He stressed upon the necessi-
ty to start a genuine progressive cultural move-
ment capable to make the reactionary trend
defeated.

Com. P N..Chatterjee of  ‘Gonasamskritik
Andolon' Calcutta spoke on the confusion pre—
vailing in the cultural scene of WestBengal
He pointed out that imperialist cultural commo-—
dities are being sold out among intellectuals,
youth and even among workers of West Rengal
like opium.

Comrades Raghu and Prof. Thankaveluswa-
my pointed to the present day cultural realities
of TamilNadu. Prof. Thankaveluswamy explai-
ned how the progressive streams evolved from
the historic dravidian movement and of the inf—
luences of imperialist projects like the Green
revolution. (Contd. P 23)
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Resolutions Adopted At The All India Cultural Camp-

1 Release Com: Gadder
unconditionally and revoke all
charges against him

Comrade Gaddar the well known revolutio—
nary poet, singer, and cultural activist of Andh-
ra Pradesh was arrested alongwith seven civil
rights activists at Nalgonda on 22nd of Febru-—
ary 1997 and implicated in false cases and deta-~
ined The charges against him are that of mak-
Ing nuisance, supporting banned revolutionary
organisations and using of foul languaga against
Chief Minister, Home Minister and 1G of Grey
hounds, the special police force organised for
suppression of revolutionaries.

As we know, killing of revolutionaries in
fake encounters is the order of the
day in Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and other places.
Revolutionary organisations are banned and the
activists are arrested, kept in  illegal custody,
tortured and even killed. Even the cultural
activists are not spared. The Government and
state machinery are not even ready to conduct
post mortem of the dead bodies of revolutiona-
ries murdered in fake encounters or to hand
over it to the kith and kin of those  comrades.
Comrades belonging to all revolutionary organi-
sations are treated in the same manner.

Comrade Gaddar was arrested while he
was demanding the release of the dead bodles
of two revolutionaries killed in fake encounter.

The All India Camp of revolutionary cultu-
ral activists held at Kannur, Kerala strongly
condemn the Govt action against Com: Gaddar,
the executive committee member of AILRC
and other civil rights activists and demand the
unconditional release of him and to revoke all
the charges framed against him. We further
demand to revoke the ban orders imposed upon
all revolutionary organisations, put anend to
all fake encounters and illegal detention and
torture of revolutionary political and cultural
activists.

II Getunited against the ruling
classes’ new cultural offensive

Present trends in the cultural life of India
which is already under the grip of neocolonial

interests of imperialism and feudalism are those
of fast degenerating. As is manifested through.
the recent Jackson show in Mumbai and the
world beuty show in Bangalore, the degradation
of Indian cultural scene is reaching unfathom-
able levels. In the context of the unpreced-
entedly liberal policies announced in the second
budget of Gowda Govt: facilitating the intensi-
fied penetration of electronics and information
technology into the country, India also is going
to be fully integrated into what is called ‘in-
formation super highway’ bui't up by world’s
media billionairs such as Murdoch, Bill Gates
and the like. Instead of devoting the new
developments in technology including the inter-
net to the propagation of scientific spirit and
rational outlook in life, hand in glove with the
religious fundamentalist, casteist and reactionary
forces, feudal and pre—feudal values are being
propped up ali over the couniry. FProgrammes
like ‘Om Namassivaya' and ‘SriKrishna‘ relayed
through the electronic media in continuation of
the earlier ‘Ramayana’ and ‘Mahabharatha’
serials are aimed at reviving and perpetuating
religious mysticism and obscurantism. The co-
nsequences of this unholy alliance between
the ‘culture industry’ of the imperialist west and
oriental feudal reaction is the manipulation of
people's consciousness in favour of the existing
order Along with this, using the new possibi~
lities opened up by printed, electronic and
computer media, various post - modernist thou-
ghts which are intellectual products of decaying
imperialism are thrust upon the people to
deviate them from progressive thinking. In the
process, a series of divisive and -fragmentising
categories such as caste, religion, race, nation—
ality, language and ethnicity are used intensively
These new developments have also led to a
section of the intelligentia who till yesterday
was keeping a posture of progressiveness to
come out in the open as protagonists of the
new decaying cultural trends.

The participants of Afl India cultural camp
held at Kannur on 1997 March 12-14 resolve
and call upon all the  progressive democratic
and revolutionary cultural activists and organi-
sations to unitedly come forward fighting againsy
these trends.
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(From P. 21)

Explaining the contemporary cultural scene
of Kerala com: P. K. Venugopalan pointed to
the history of renaissance movement started in
the early half of 19th century and howit prepared
ground for the Progressive and left cultural
movement of 1930s and 40s born and brought
up along with the communist movement.

Com: Bhuvaneswary Pratap, writer and activist
from Bhopal pointed to the necessity of united
actlivities against all reactionary trends including
communalism which is connected at all levels with
imperialism. ‘

Com: Asit from Madhya Fradesh talked upon
the progressive trends of Hindi literature. He
opined that no revolutionary cultural maovement
can go forward by joinirg hands with social
democrats and revisionists.

Com: P. J. James who presided over the
session concluded it evaluating the general
factors of the experiences and observations of
the delegates.

The open seminar held at the evening on
the subject, ‘Cultural dimensions of Globalisa—
tion’, was presided over by Com: K. N. Ajoy-~
Kumar. Com: P. J. James, Prof. Kochadai,
Ravindra Shukla, and P.K. Venugopalan parti—
cipated

Nalapadam Padmanabhan, Rafeek Abmed,
Divakaran Vishnumangalam, Sivadas Purameri,
O.M. Ramakrishnan, and Joseph participated in
the poets session ensured Dr- Shanmughan
Pulappatta presided over the session.

On‘the second day of the camp the main
subject of discussion was ‘Our approach towards
Post modernism’~ The session was presided
over by Com: P.N. Chatterjee. Com: P. J. James
presented the paper ‘Post modernism: A product
of Imperialist Degeneration’. Comrade James
said that the Post modernist thoughts which
fragmentise everything related  with life like
thought, conscience sensibility, social sense etc.
and refuse the class realities and the tortuous
political power of the existing ‘system and pro-
pagate that everything has its solution within
the system itself and negate absolutely all the
organised movements fighting for emancipation
only help the imperialism and its ideologues.

Com: Asit of ‘Vikalp’ Jabalpur opined par-
ticipating the discussion ensued that the Post-
modernism is not merely a subject related with
culture buta part of the political agenda imposed

by imperialist powers uponthe third world
countries, Com: Ravindra Shukla said that post
modernist ideologues take advantage of the
hurried theorisations from the part of some so
called Marxists to reduce all social phenomena
into some oversimplified formulae.

Prof Thakaveluswamy, Com: Raghu, Prof
Kochadai (T. N.), Saroj Dass (Orissa), Vijaya-
kumar, Ajoykumar, Edwin, Dr. Shanmughan
Pulappatta (Kerala(, Com: G. P. Mishra, Sakun-
tala (U. P,y Com: B. M. Puttajah (Karnatka) and
others participated in the discussion.

Com: M. M. Somasekharan of CPI (ML)
Red Flag said that the philosophical formulae
of post modernism are instrumental for the
Imposition of ideological  slavery upon the
poverty stricken third world countries and the
confusion in the realm of thought created by it
is being used to deviate the efforts of emanci-
pation. While the post modern thoughts refuse
to be within the agreed frames of _definitions
it do not come even to the level of idealism but
remain at the levels of subjective idealism
There is nothing new in it. The politics and
philosophy of Post modernism are brought up
as a part of the consistent efforts to negate
Marxism and to make it irrelevant. It negates
historicity and the very concept of time itself.
Time is meaningless in the concepts of post
modernism. While it employs its own terminology
and methodology it is not the concern of Post
modernists that whether their philosophy and
ideology contribute anything to emancipate the
human being and society -from the demonic
embrace of imperialism.

Comrade James concluded the discussion
explaining his positions to the responses of
comrades rarticipated.

The open seminar on ‘Revivalism and the
new role of intelligentta’ was held in the evening
of the second day, Dr: K K. N. Kurup, M. M.
Somasekharan and P. N Chatterjee spoke. Dr
K. K. N Kurup, the noted historian opined that
no religious ideologies can ensure the liberation
or emancipation of India but it is possible only
through the struggles of toiling masses based
upon a scientific and revolutionary ideology.
Com: Somasekharan said that what is being
brought back into society by the revivalist
forces is nothing but the class hegémony of
reactionary forces subserving the imperialist po-
wer interests. Com: P. K. Venugopalan presided
over the seminar
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Letter from Com; Banbehari Chakravarthy greeting the Ali India
Cultural Camp held at Kannur

Dear Comrades,

In spite of my very earnest efforts to keep
myself fit'enough to travel to Kannur to attend
the All India Cultural camp, [ have failed, and
regret very much this failure For the last ten
days I have been lying on bed and  therefore
it has not been possible for me to prepare any
paper for discussion.

At the Jabalpur meeting we had discussed
that the building up of a Revolutionary Cultural
Movement in india would be a long and compli-
cated process and would require several
meetings and prolonged discussions. Please
arrange to send me the copies of papers to be
presented along with a summary of discussicns,
if possible, so that it may be convenient for
me to participate in the next phase of the dis-
cussion in writing and in any other cultural camp
that may be arranged in future,

[ take this opportunity to urge upon the
participants to be cautious and not to be
swayed into the whirlpool of high - faulting
academic discussion, the trend which is so
evident in West Bengal today. [am afraid, a
section of the Marxist intellectuals who have
been inattentive to the historical experience of
the era of imperialism, have fallen victim to the
charm of  Post ~ modernism .which opposes
class struggle and homogeneity and highlight the
sectional problems of tribes, gender, religion, ca-
ste etc Instead of carrying oninvestigationsn to
the complexity of forms of class struggle in the
present stage of social development, the int—
ellectuals prefer to sink deep into the quicksand

ef barren academic discussions resulting in total
inactivity .

-—

Some academic Marxists think that Post-
modernism  is the natural outcome of the
limitation of Marxism. They fail to see that
Post - modernism is one of the many deliberat—
ely planned method of world imperialism to
combat Communist philosophy. And this method
is nothing new. We have alreadv noted that
the League of Nations, in the twenties and
thirties of this century, commissioned the agents
of the Second International as non - governm-
ental or voluntary organisations to counteract
the activities of the Communist International.
(Cf. Real Wealth: Vol I No. 2, Sept. 1996). That
Post - modernism is a deliberate method of
world  imperialism to combat the activities not
only of the Revolutionary Marxists but also  of
all forms of class struggle and political move-
ments may be clearly seen in the recent
decision of - the World Bank in respect of
developmental loan granted to West Bengal.
According to the terms of the loan, only volun-
tary organisations approved by the World Bank
will be allowed to  make use of the loan  for
rural development. .

In the Jabalpur meeting of the cultural
activists we had resolved to build up a cultural
movement against imperialism. [ hope that the
Kannur Camp will keep up the spirit of Jabalpur.

I heartily wish that the Kannur Camp  will
advance our cause a step farther.

With revolutionary greetings

Calcutta {Banbehari Chakravarthy)
7.3.1997. MARXIST-LENINIST GROUP FOR
IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE

Comrades Swapan Das (Bengal), Puttaiah
Shaila, Kamadal (Karnataka), Saroj Dass, and

Jalandar Jena (Orissa) presented cultural Pro-
grammes.

On the third day of the camp, ie 14th March
the main subjectof discussion was ‘towards buil~
ding up aRevolutionary Cultural Movement in In~
«lia’. Com: Raghu presided over the session. Com:
M. M, Somasekharan presented the paper relat-
ing the basic approach to be taken on building

up a revolutionary cultural movement.

Comrade M. M. Somasekharan invited the
attention of all delegates to the glorious heri-
tage of anti imperialist struggles and renaissance
movements and the great history of the
progressive artists’ and writers’ movement
which upheld the working class ideology and
was a part of those struggles and to the
experiences of ideological struggles waged at
the cultural front under its leadership. Differing
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Agriculture:
The Liberalisation Mania

‘Continuity with change’ is the fuzzy
logic of the United Front Government. Every

from the revisionists who abandoned this posi—
tive historic lessons and embraced the decadent
streams like post modernism, we have to go
forward with our efforts to build up a new
cultural movement internalising the lessons of
those cultural upheavals of yester years and
proletarian internationalism and joining hands
with all political and social movements struggling
to realise the revolutionary and democratic
aspirations of the people. He said.

Comrades ° Bhuvaneswari Pratap, Asit, Th-
angaveluswami, G.P Mishra, R.K Nair, Awadesh
Bajpai, Vijaykumar, P:J. James, BinodSahu,
RavindraShukla, T A. Babu, Shanmughan
Pulappatta and others took part in the disc-
ussion. Concluding the discussion Com: Soma-
sekharan said that it would be improper to
finalise such an important paper related to the
basic approach and we have to take up the
discussion on it to much higher levels in the
next phase of the process. ‘

The programmes proposed to be taken up
in continuation of the camp and the outline
of the future programme were presented. It
was decided to hold the next camp at Patna
in Bihar within some months. Comrades P.N
Chatterjee, Asit, RaivndraShukla and others
put forward their suggestions to make the
next camp more fruitful.

The participants of camp unanimously
adopted the resolution condemning the arrest
of Com: Gadder and calling upon all progre-
ssive and revolutionary cultural activists and
organisations to get united against the new
cultural onslaughts from the part of ruling
classes.

‘ Delegates from various states spoke
evaluating the experiences of the camp. Com:
Ajoykumar expressed vote of thanks to the
particlpants of the camp on behalf of the
receptio.r committee. The camp come to an
end with the public function organised in
connection with the commemeoration of the
martyr Comrade Ramesan.

The exhibition of the paintings of Com:
Awadhesh from M.P. was also concluded along
with that.

—Robinson

constituent of the patch~up coalition government
under Mr. Deve Gowda swears by the Common
Minimum Programme (CMP)’ asifitisa God-
given Book of Revelations. The whole world
knows that in spite of its title, the CMP
represents the maximum area of agreement on
the vaguest generalities. Is the CMP at all a
document which hints even broadly at any
undamental transformation of Indian agricult—
ure?

Never mind such embarrassing questions.
After all, the Prime Minister, has made a cate—
gorical declaration and that too at the India
Economic Summit which the World Economic
Forum organised in New Delhi last week in col-
laboration with the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CIl), that his Government was hatching
a new agricultural pollicy. A new blueprint for
Indian agriculture for the Brave New World
beyond the Uruguay Round? To discount the
effort as nothing more than the penchant of an
insecure Government to seek to reinvent the
wheel at any cost would be to miss the quint-
essence of the resolve which is to show the
wotld that Indian agriculture would not be left
to drift when the whole economy is being driven
towards the goal of globalisation.

FDI for agricultural diversification

Why did Mr. Gowda choose the forum of
the Indian Economic Summit for the annouce—
ment that a new farm policy was on the anvil?
Expert observers tend to equate the extempore
announcements of Mr. Gowda, at conferences
particularly of foreign investors, with exercises
in the nature of ‘‘thinking aloud’” which would
perhaps be more appropriate at Cabinet meet-
ings! Nonetheless the inference is logical that
on the particular occasion under discussion.
Mr. Gowda wanted to remove the general
impression that foreign direct investments would
be welcome in infrastructure and not in agricul-
ture. .. ...........

The new paradigm and food security

The model for agriculture envisioned by
the Karnataka policy (now intended to be nat—
ionalised for the purpose of globalisation) is
clearly one of crop dlversification based on
capital intensification and driven by global
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Balance of payment shaky

In 1991 Rao—Manmohan NEP was justified
as panacea for the balance of payment crisis.
But after five and haif years of NEP once
again - BOP is creating nightmares with the
possibilities for Mexican like crisis always in the
shadow. The finance ministry and advocates
of NEP counter it by arguing that presently
India has a comfortable § 19.15 billion foreign
exchange reserve. But how volatile it is, can be

markets. Implicit in this model is the complacent
belief that India s goal of food self-sufficiency
has already been attained. At arounp 195
million tonnes, food production is assumed to
be at a level which is more than comfortable.
That this could prove to be a myopic vision
what with the decline in land area available
for cultivation of cereals and the continued
offical policy of pricing foodgrains beyond the
reach of the 70 ~ 80 million households which
represent the most vulnerable sections of the
community, needs to be underlined. The danger
is thet the allure of globalisation could adver—
sely affect the capacity of the nation to meet
the basic food requirements of the people,
while further enriching a small community of
well-to—do farmers

A depressing scenario

The recent WORLDWATCH publication on
the challenge of food security makes the point,
among other things, that the automobile surge
in India will itself result in a diminution of cro-
pland, with vast tracts of agricultural lands
being claimed for an expanded network of roads
besides the setting up of production facilities.
The comment that calls for de p consideration
by policymakers and a concerned public is that
“India appears to be giving little serious thou-
ght to the automotile threat to future food
security, as its population approaches the one
billion rsark in 1999, heading for 1.4 billion by
2030”. All this a part, the WORLDWATCH
prognostication is that the gap between demand
and supply of foodgrains in India wili grow to
45 million tonnes by the vyear 2030 But this
is not what the ardent visionaries of globali-
sation are envisaging. For them the whole
process of transforming Indian agriculture .into
a global export—earner would' constitute the
path to the abolition of poverty!

(by S. Swaminathan, Hindu, November-6)

understood only when lts composition is, anal—
ysed.

Out of this reserve the outstanding balance
under various NRI schemes alone amounts to
% 17.18 billions. These are not fixed deposits,
but are susceptible to get withdrawn at  short
notice if the rupee value starts falling or the
economic stability here is threatened. These
deposits are here not for patriotic considerat—
ions, but on attractive and competitive consi-
derations and if the monetary authorities do
not constantly upgrade their returns, or it
their deposits are anyway threatened they can
be withdrawn with out notice.

Another source of foreign exchange inflow
is short-term investments in Indian capital
markets, known as institutional investments or
portfolio investments. The total inflow of it
$ 6.7 billions by September 96 This is yet
another factor keeping the reserves comfort-
able now But if the alarms start ringing, these
also can be withdrawn at short notice.

As far as exports are considered, Indian
exports still constitute only 0.8 percent of world
trade; even after many concessions it is not
increasing phenomenally Meanwhile the impart
bill is steadily rising making balance of payment
look ominous.

So some NEP advocates argue that in the
background of wvolatility of the non-resident
funds as well as portfolio investments, the
foreign direct investments, which are non-debt
creating investments, and which bring along
modern technology, new techniques of manag-
ement, and employment opportunities are a
better proposition. Inspite of the glossy pictures
presented the problem with FDlis that it also
alms at speedy returns atas high rates as
possible, leading to ‘deindustrialisation’ in
consumer sectors {for the native enterprises.

Both ways the NEP is pushing the country
towards a dangerous situation.
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Karnataka: Spate of militant
mass movements

Under the leadership of the . Karnataka
state committee of CPI (ML) Red Flag militant
mass movements are developing in different
districts uninterruptedly involving tens of thou-
sands of different sections of people.

As more and more industrial units are
closed down or large number of workers. are
forced to quit under ‘voluntary’ retirerheht
schems (VRS) under privatisation pursued under
the imperialist dictated policies, and as the
traditional TU centres are not ceming forward
to oppose it, TUCI has taken up this issue at
many places. Against transfering Vikrant Tyre
Factory at Mysore and the proposed privatisat-
jon of Visweswarayya. lron and Steel Fadtory
Bhadravathi TUCI local committees -have
launched agitations. Large number of workers
are mobilised in these. Demanding action against

those responsible for Ramnagar police” firfrig in”
g g

which four workers was killed the workers of
Hati gold mines and in other sectors led by
TUCI organised a big rally at Raichur. Workers
entered the DC’s office and gheraoed . himp.
Only after urgent action was assured it was
liftted. Again, the cycle
Hospet (Bellary district).led by RYF
a big demonstration demanding basic. facilities
and an end to police repression. '

i ]

On March 8, the International  Wormen’s

Day was observed at many 'places Mgrg_..t,han .

one thousand women participated in a rally * af
Mysore demanding equal rights to women and
an end to present exploitative ruling system.

The well attended public meeting was addresséd "

by leading comrades of TUCI, RCSS,. RYF and
RSF. AT

The anti- liquer movement is géi.r']i‘ng
strength in Mysore and Mandhya districts. On

March 3 a protest demonstration was organiged:

at Mysore against the DC demanding bap 'on

liguor. When the deputy chief minister Sjdth- -

aramiah visited Mysore large number of women,
peasants, youth and students surrounded his
car, and detained
liquor trade. Police resorted to  brutal lathi-
charge in which many demonstrators * wereé
injured. Com. Kumar of RYF was -

assaulted in which his right hand was broken,

i

rikshaw worKers 'of +
organised -

him demanding an end to'

brutally’

Cases are charged against many.

Mandhya DC was surrounded by agitationi-
sts and beaten up. Again police resorted to
lathicharge. Opposing liquor aution such protest
demonstrations are organised at many places.
The dharna before Mysore DC's office by  the
anti-liquor movement is more than 100 days’
old and it has inspired people in different taluks
to take up the agitation at local level.

The mass organisations have condemned
the anti~people measures in the central and
state budgets. The bus-fare hike and liquor
policy of the state government are also severely
criticised. Similarly, the immoral embrace of
BJP and BSP in UP is roundly condemned as
most opportunistic. These political offensives
received good newspaper coverage reflecting
the growing strength of the mass movements.

The peasant rally at Hospet in Bellary dist-
rict was a good indication of the growing mass
base of the party and'the militant character of
the mass movements launched. The big rally
converged in front of taluk office and burned a
copy of the amendment to the land ceiling act
brought forward when Dewagowda was leading
the state ministry. This big rally led by Ryot
Cooli Samgram Samithi (RCSS) received good
response from the'people. The panic it created
was reflected in the next day’s newspaper head-
lines which read 'Naxalite raising head in
Hospet in big way’.

The development of the mass movements
in-all fields has created enthusiasm among the
people and is reflected in the growing organised
strength of these organisations.
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