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“We launched our struggle for self
determination and political independ-
ence because of the systematic oppres-

sion of
state...”

our people by the Sri Lankan

- Velupillai Pirabakaran,
Leader of the Liberation Tigers

lowardls 8 Just Peaecs?

Sri Lanka Government Delegation arrives in Jaffna...

he Sri Lanka govern

ment delegation led by
Prime Minister Chandrika
Kumaratunga’s Secretary,
Mr.Kumarasiri Balapataben-
di arrived in Jaffna on 12 Octo-
ber for talks with the Libera-
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

The Sri Lanka delegation ar-
rived by helicopter and the pic-
ture alongside shows the delega-
tion being driven to the Jaffna
University for the talks. Hun-
dreds of armed LTTE fighters
guarded the venue for the talks
and the Subhas Hotel where the
delegation was staying. The oth-
er members of the four member
Government delegation were
Mr.Lionel Fernando, one time
Jaffna Government Agent, Mr.
NavinGooneraine and Mr.Rajan
Asirvatham.

The LTTE delegation to the
talks was led by Mr. K. Kari-
kalan, Deputy Head of the Po-
litical Section of the Liberation
Tigers. The LTTE delegation
included Mr.S.Elamparuthy, Po-
litical Organiser, Jaffna District,
Mr.A.Ravi, Head of the Depart-
mentof Economic Research and
Development and Mr.S. Domin-
ique, Head of the Department of
Public Administration.

Mr.Karikalan told a press
briefing after the first round of
talksthat the LTTE would par-
ticipate in the talks with an
‘open mind’. He said that this
was the message of Tamil Eelam
leader, Velupillai Pirabakaran
and added that the LTTE was
prepared to goon with the talks
even without a ceasefire.

The Sri Lanka state control-
led Sunday Observer reported
on 16 October that ‘political ob-
servers both in Jaffna and Co-
lombo feel that the immediate
outcome of the first round of

AR

talks was a working out of th
infra structural facilities neces-
sary for bringing living condi-
tions in the peninsula to an ac-
ceptable state of normalcy.’

A Reuter report added that
the LTTE wanted a Commission
of Inquiry into the burning of the
historic Jaffna Public Library in
1981. It is also reported that a

second round of talks will be

POV i LTS *

i e o
heid inJaffna withinthenextien
days. Officialsin Colombo have
indicated that the Sri Lanka gov-
ernment delegation for the sec-
ond round of talks may not be the
same as those who went for the

first round.

The Sinhalaowned Sri Lan-
ka Sunday Island (for which ex
PLOTE ideologue TARAKI is

—_— r——

—

slow tostart beating the Sinha-
la chauvinist tribal druns. It
commented editorially on 16 Oc-
tober 1994: * “The front page pic-
ture of the Sunday Island is one
of negotiators of the Sri Lanka
Government and those of the
LTTEinaconference roomwith
the flag of the LTTE in the
centre... We take this as an
ominoussign... The govemment
continued on page 4

a regular columnist) was not

«for talks with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam

Nctworking to sccure international reco

of Tamil Eelam

Food for
Thought

Sardar K.M.Pannikar,
Indian Ambassador to Chi-
na froml1948 to 1952, and
later Vice Chancellor, Mys-
ore University, wrote in
Principles and Practice of
Diplomacy in 1956:

Q ““The public habit of
Jjudging therelations between
states from what appears in
the papers adds to the confu-
sion. It must be remembered
that in international affairs
things are not often what they
seem to be. .. A communique
which speaks of complete
agreement may only mean
an agreement to differ. Be-
hind a smokescreen of hos-
tile propaganda diplomatic
moves may be taking place
indicating a better under-
standing of each other’s po-
sition. ...”’

O“‘Foreign Ministers and
diplomats presumably under-
stand the permanent interests
of their country.. But no one
can foresee clearly the ef-
fects of even verysimple facts
as they pertain to the future.
The Rajah of Cochin who in
his resentment against the
Zamorin permitted the Portu-
guese to establish a trading
station in his territories could
not foresee that thereby he had
introduced into India some-
thing which was to alter the
course of history. Nor could
the German authorities, who,
in their anxiety to create con-
fusion and chaos in-Russia,
permitted a sealed train to
take Lenin and his associates
across German territory,
have foreseen what forces
they were unleashing. To
them the necessity of the mo-
ment was an utter breakdown
of Russian resistance and to
send Lenin there seemed a su-
perior act of wisdom...”’

Q¢“Sri Krishna, when he
was being requested by Yu-
dhistra to go as a special en-
voy to the Court of the Kau-
ravas, was asked by Draupa-
di what his purpose was in
undertaking so hopeless a
mission. He replied, ‘I shall
go the Kaurava Court to
present your case in the best
light; to try and get them to
accept your demands, and if

continued on page 4
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Rajan Sriskandarajah
is a Vice President of
the US based llankai
Thamil Sangam and
Editor of the Tamil
Voice. He wrote this
comment for the edito-
rial of the US based
Tamil Voice, in August
1994, before the recent
General Elections
which removed the
UNP government from
power. But that which
he wrote remains rele-
vant today to confront
those who would like the
world to believe that it
is LTTE intransigence
that somehow prevents
a settlement of the con-
flict in the island.

The Sri Lankan propa-
ganda machinery is hard
at work.

Itis sweating and labouring,
against all odds, to prove the
Sri Lankan state to be ‘peace
lovers’. At the same time it is
also struggling to depict the
LTTE as dichard extremists,
averse to harmony and peace in
the island.

Vast sums are expended in
this asinine but sterile endeav-
our. Sterile and fruitless none-
theless - as evident from the
increasing worldwide condem-
nation of the Sri Lankan state.
Amnesty has published 4 re-
ports this year alone, in addi-
tion to its numerous calls for
action. Individual and groups
of NGOs and observers have
issued stinging reports about
Sri Lanka’s human rights
record, and many have called
for a resolution based on the
Tamil right to self determina-
tion. Foreign nations are be-
coming increasingly vocal. And
as a final insult, the Aid to Sri
Lanka Consortium has been
postponed indefinitely.

Regardless, Cabinet Minis-
ters are sent around the world
to tell the westemn states that
theirgovemmentis working for
peace, and that the LTTE is the
only obstacle. Valuable re-
sources are expended in this
wasteful, vituperative and of-
course, very futile exercise, to
slanderthe LTTE as inflexible
radicals, who would settle for
nothing less than a separate
Eclam,

They have to work hard on
this one, because the facts are
just the reverse. One doesn’t
have to go too far back to look
atthe evidence.We have listed
alongside a few of the many
LTTE pleas for peace talks,
and their willingness to com-
promise. We have also listed
the Sri Lankan government’s
rejections, not only of LTTE
overtures, but also some of the
numerous third party offers for

peace.

We don’t need to elabo-
rate or embellish - the evi-
dence against the Sri Lan-
ka government is stagger-
ing. Res Ipsa Loquitur -
the thing speaks for itself.

Rajan Sriskandarajah writing from New York says:

Res Ipsa Loquitur - the
thing speaks for itself

amil Eelam Leader, Velupillai Pirabakaran interviewed by the BBC Tamil
Service during the second week of September 1994:

Q.You broke the talks with President Premadasa in mid stream. Why should the -new
Government trust you and commence talks with you?

A.ltisincorrect tosay that itis we who broke up the talks with President Premadasa.
The talks continued for about 2 years. But during those two years, none of the basic issues
concerning the Tamil people were taken up for discussion. The Premadasa Government
did not place before us any proposal whatever for the resolution of the Tamil question.
The talks therefore became meaninglessly prolonged and in the end broke down. This
is what happened in truth. To allege that we had breached the trust placed on us is but
to spread mischievous propaganda. In all talks, we have placed the interests of our people
at the forefront. We have emphasised that our people seek to live in peace, with dignity
and with due recognition of their rights. It is because Sinhala Governments have
refused to recognise our people’s true, reasonable, basic and fundamental rights and
dispense justice, that talks have failed. Time and again itis the Tamil people who have been
deceived by Sinhala Governments. Time and again, it is Sinhala Governments who have
broken agreements, dishonoured assurances and breached the trust placed on them by the
Tamil people. Nobody can deny this historical truth. If the new Government has resolutely
determined that it will accede to the reasonable demands of the Tamil people and that
it will dispense justice, then the new Government need not be afraid.

e e T e e e T T e s e e e e e e e e e e

Sri Lanka/Sinhala
Intransigence

Liberation Tigers
Peace Initiatives

‘“...the LTTE is willing to consider any
alternativeframework which recognisesthe
right to self determination of the Tamil peo-

ple, provides for genuineautonomy and prop-
er constitutional safeguards.’’ (Voice of Ti-

gers Editorial, July 1990,)

‘“The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam has
unilaterally declared a ceasefire with effect
from midnight of 31 December 1990... . If the
Sri Lanka government reciprocates positively
and the ceasefire is observed by both patties,
the LTTE will be prepared to enter into peace
talks.”” (Statement issued from LTTE Head-
quarters, Tamil Eelam, 29 December 1990)

““The LTTE does not oppose the conten-
tion of the government that the Tamil ques-
tion should be solved within an united Sri
Lanka, but it will be meaningless to do so
under a unitary constitution.”’ (Sathasivam
Krishnakumar in an interview with the Ma-
dras Hindu, March 1991)

‘.. the LTTE have, for several years, con-
sistently declared their willingness to enter
into talks with the Sri Lanka Government ..
(howeyver) the Sri Lankan government has not
seriously responded to the many proposals for
cease-fire and peace talks, even when present-
edbyotherconcemed govemnments...The lead-
er of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,
Velupillai Pirabakaran, has declared that
the LTTE was prepared to consider a feder-
al structure with the NorthEast forming the
Tamil homeland.’’ (Statement of the Interna-
tional Secretariat of the LTTE released at UN
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimi-
nation and Protection of Minorities, 16 Au-
gust 1993)

‘‘Canadian Human Rights Mission calls
for immediate internationally monitored
ceasefire and negotiations. Offer rejected
by Sri Lanka government.’’ (May 1992)

““Four Nobel laureates propose a peace
formula. Sri Lanka rejects proposal.’’ (Au-
gust 1993)

‘‘Max Berger, a Canadian Barrister, writes
to President Wijetunga on behalf of Canadi-
an Parliamentarians offering mediation. Of-
ferrejected by SriLanka.’’ (November 1993)

“‘Prime Minister Ranil Wickremasing-
he rules out direct talks with LTTE *’
(December 1993)

‘‘Norwegian government requests Ame
Fjoertoft of Worldview International to act
as an intermediary. Govermnment silent on
this, but an AFP telex a few dayslater states:
‘Senior bureaucrats say that the Govern-
ment’s reluctance to start peace dialogue
stems from the fear that any concession to
minorities would be unpopular with the
majority Sinhalese community, especially
in an election year.’’ ( February 1994)

‘‘Minister Thondamaninvited to visit Can-
ada to discuss Canadian mediation offer by
Max Burger, Maria Minna M.P.., Bill Gra-
ham M.P., Tim Murphy MMP, Tony Ro-
prect MMP, and John Sola MMP. President
Wijetunga tells Minister Thondaman: ‘For-
eign mediators arenot needed in the north-
east.” ( March 1994)

‘‘President Wijetunga refuses permission
forSpeaker Hon.M.H.Mohamed o visit Jaff-
na. Offer by Mr.Mohamed to resign his post
as Speaker and go as a private citizen also
rejected.’” (March 1994)
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catastrophic consequences for
Muslims and Tamils alike. The
emergence of “Muslim Home
guards’™, the rise of Islamic
fundamentalism, the appear-
ance of Muslim refugees, clash-
esbetween Muslimsand Tam-
ils, massacres by Muslims and
massacres of Muslims have
come to characterise the proc-
ess of destabilisation set in
motion by the Muslims being
dragged into a conflict which
they were determined to avoid.

However, given the changes to
the demography brought about by
the last 40 years of State-Aided
Sinhala colonisation of the Tamil
Homeland, it was inevitable that
the Tamil-Speaking Muslims who
make up a third of the population
of the “Eastern Province” (the
Southern flank of Tamil Eelam)
were drawn into a conflict in which
Muslim support was and is crucial
to the Sinhala Government and the
Tamils of Eelam.

Until the conflict became a vio-
Ient confrontation (with the Tamil
youth resorting to an armed strug-
gle to fight Sinhala hegemony) the
Muslims of the Tamil Homeland
had managed to remain neutral.

EARLY SINHALA FAILURE TO
w00 MUSLIMS

The Sinhala attempt to woo
the Muslims of the Tamil Home-
land (North-East Province) was
badly hampered by the follow-
ing:

Firstly, these Muslims (who
only spoke Tamil) were disad-
vantaged by the Government’s
Language policy just as much as
the Tamils.

Secondly, the Muslims real-
ised that although the Govern-
ment’s discriminatory policies
were generally directed at the
Tamils, in the long term, they too
have been subject to and have suf-
fered by the very same policies.

Thirdly, the Sinhala Govern-
ment’s colonisation policy of carv-
ing out Sinhala enclaves in the
“East” was making the Muslims
an even smaller minority in a
region where they had lived for
centuries.

EARLY TAMIL FAILURE TO
ACKNOWLEDGE SEPARATE
MUSLIM IDENTITY

On the other hand, the Muslims
were wary of Tamil politicians who
sought their support on the grounds
of a common language while fail-
ing to acknowledge the distinct
identity of the Muslims which was
one based on the Islamic religion.In
view of this the Mulsims felt (and
quite justifiably so) that they were
being merely exploited by Tamil
(parliamentary) politicians.

Unable to accept either the Sin-
hala or the Tamil leadership, the

Muslims of the Tamil Homeland
had little choice but to look to their
own community leadership which
was essentially Colombo-based.

Being Colombo-based this
Muslim leadership had little in
common with the Tamil-speaking
Muslims of the North-East, but
was able to maintain its hold by
appealing to the Islamic identity
which is paramount to all Mus-
lims.

In effect, when the Tamil strug-
gle which had been non-violent
until the 1970’s tumed into an
armed confrontation (Eelam War
1), the Muslimsof the Tamil Home-
land were leaderless and unsure of
their loyalties

The Tamil-speaking Muslims
who were caught unawares by this
confrontation responded by at-
tempting to be neutral notwith-
standing the Colombo-based lead-
ership’s inclination to support the
Sinhala State.

By the mid 1980’s,however, de-
spite the Sinhala State’s attempt to
win the Muslims over, it appeared
that the Muslims of the Tamil
Homeland were tilting towards the
Tamil militants with some Muslim
youth even joining the Tamil gue-
rilla movement.

KITTU’S EFFORTS AT
RECONCILIATION

A definite shift occurred in
1988 when Sathasivam Krishna-
kumar (Kittu) of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
entered into an agreement with
the MULF (Muslim Liberation
Front-a local Muslim organisa-
tion) acknowledging for the first
time the separate ethnic identity
of the Muslims and spelling out
measures to preserve that dis-
tinct identity.

The LTTE-Muslim nexus was
to grow so effective that during the
Indian Peace Keeping Force
(IPKF)-LTTE confrontation, sev-
eral Tamil Freedom fighters were
protected by Muslims and Muslim
villages became safe havens for the
Tamil fighters.

‘When Eclam War 2 broke out in
June 1990 with the pre-emplive
strike by the LTTE, the Sri Lankan
Government realised that it had
little chance of winning territory in
the North and therefore chose to
focus on the “Eastern” theatre
where Muslim support for them
was vital.

Ever since the confrontation
between the Tamil people and the
Sinhala Government graduated
into an armed struggle, the Gov-
emment’s strigjy it.l the liast con-

SIS

sisted of two specific courses of
action.

Firstly, the 40 year-old practice
of settling Sinhala peasants in re-
gions occupied by the Tamils was
pursued much more aggressively
and overtly by the Government
beginning to physically drive out
Tamils from their villages before
settling these villages with Sinhala
peasants from the South.

Secondly, a sustained attempt
was made todrive a wedge between
the Muslims and Tamils who dur-
ing the IPKF Occupation of the
Tamil Homeland had managed to
forge an alliance.The Govern-
ment’s success in this even helped
itimprove on its strategy of driving
the Tamils out of their villages as
Muslim “Home Guards” armed by
the Government now became will-
ing tools in the hands of the
Government. Thus Muslim “Home
Guards” known as the “Jihad” were

the vanguard of the Government’s
terror campaign designed to drive
the Tamils out of their villages.

The Government was further
assisted by those Tamils and Mus-
lims who had collaborated with the
IPKF during the IPKF occupation
of the Tamil Homeland. These two
groups which had earned the en-
mity of the LTTE were ready and
willing to assist the Government in
any action which was perceived to
weaken the LTTE militarily or po-
litically.

Then of course there was the
Sinhala-owned media ever ready
tocarry the Sinhalaestablishment’s
banner in the latter’s war against
the Tamil people.

Sri LANKA’S EFFORTS TO
DRIVE A WEDGE

The Sri Lankan Government’s
initial attempt to discredit the Tamil
militants involved use of the Sin-
hala-owned media to “plant” a sto-
ry of a massacre of over 60 Mus-
lims by the LTTE.. Unfortunately
for the Government, the story was
proved to be a liec by a Western
journalist who happened to be in
the location where the massacre
was alleged to have taken place.
Subsequently,two UK publications
(the “Daily Telegraph” and the
“Sunday Times”™) carried reports
retracting the earlier reports of the
massacre.

A later attempt to discredit
the LTTE was undertaken with
assistance from Tamil mercenar-
iesmade up of members from the
discredited Tamil quisling
groups. This time care was taken
to stage an actual massacre at a
public location and that too by

Tamils! Accordingly a massacre
of Muslims was carried out by
Tamil mercenaries(in the pay of
the Sinhala Government) in Au-
gust 1990 at a Mosque in
Kathankudy in the East. As en-
visaged, the perpetrators were
accurately identified by the sur-
vivors as Tamils and immediate-
ly labelled as “Tigers” by the
Sinhala-owned media.

Colombo-based Tamil collabo-
rators left high and dry by the un-
expected departure of the IPKF and
anxious to ingratiate themselves
with the Government were more
than willing to endorse this inter-
pretation.

In order to make its allegation
credible,the Governmentneeded to
explain the obvious illogic of the
LTTE engaging in a massacre
which would only earn the enmity
of the Muslim community ata time
when Muslim support was regard-
ed as crucial by both parties to the
conflict.

The world in general but the
Muslims in particular had to be
convinced that the LTTE was re-
sponsible for attacking the Mus-
lims. In this the Government was
assisted by the State-owned and
other Sinhala-owned media (which
meant almost all of the Sri Lankan
media) which repeated in true
Gocebbelsian fashion over and over
again that the Muglim Massacre
was perpetrated by the LTTE.

THE Bic LIE TECHNIQUE

Notwithstanding the obvious il-
logic of blaming the LTTE, the Sri
Lankan Government’s strategy was
successful to a remarkable extent
in making some Muslims believe
that the LTTE was in fact respon-
sible for perpetrating the massa-
cre. (Proving the theory of the Nazi
Chief of Propaganda Herr Goeb-
bels who held that even the most
outlandish lie could be turned into
“truth” if often repeated). And these
Muslims provoked by a sense of
revenge and armed by the Govern-
ment began to terrorise the Tamils
in the East.

As some of the Tamils driven
out of the East by the Muslims
escaped to the North and stories of
the massacres began to spread
there, there emerged the real pos-
sibility of the shedding of Muslim
blood in the North.The suspicion
(not without grounds) that some of
the Muslim traders in the North
were involved in “intelligence
gathering” on behalf of the Sri
Lankan Government did not help
either. The scenario of Tamils
turning on the unarmed Muslims
in the North now became a real
possibility.

ation of Australia.

The LTTE which had countered
the Sri Lankan Government’s vi-
cious propaganda by pointing out
that “No Muslim living in areas
controlled by the LTTE had been
killed” (Voice of Tigers Jan/Feb
1991), could not permit this to
happen.

LTTE DECISION TO REQUIRE
MUSLIMS TO LEAVE JAFFNA

The decision taken by the LTTE
in this situation was one which
could only be described as
“damned if you do and damned if
you don’t”. It could protect the
lives of the Muslims by incarcer-
ating them as the US did with the
American-Japanese during World
War Two OR it could ask them to
leave the North.

The LTTE opted for the latter
and as a result the Northern Mus-
lims who had lived in the region
formany generations became dis-
placed as they trekked out of the -
Northinto Sinhala country.This in
tum served toonly further alienate
the Tamil-Speaking Muslims from
Tamils.

The attempt by the Sinhala
Government to exploit the sep-
arate ethnic identity of the
Tamil-Speaking Muslims has
(however) resulted in not only
reinforcing this separate iden-
tity, but alsoin the Tamil-Speak-
ing Muslims realising that they
could no longer be dictated to
bya Colombo-based leadership
which does not reflect the inter-
ests of the Tamil-Speaking Mus-
lims whose interests are inextri-
cably linked with the interests
of the people of the Tamil Home-
land.

Itisinrecognition of the above
that Dr Ameer Ali, a Tamil Mus-
lim and an academic says,*“The
Muslim community today is a
linguistically divided communi-
ty in Sri Lanka.Their situation
is analogous to that of the Urdu
speaking Muslims and Tamil
speaking Muslims of the North
and South of India.This means
the Muslims (of the Tamil home-
land) must come to a settlement
with the Tamils. Instead, tobar-
gain with the Colombo Govern-
ment for a separate province
for the Muslims and to arm the
Muslim youth... is suicidal.”

The Tamil-speaking Muslims
also realise that the colonisation
policy of the Sinhala Govern-
ment under a de-merged North-
east would eventuallylead to the
Muslims being reduced to anin-
significant minority and hence
the statement by the Chairman
of the Sri Lanka Muslim Con-
gress on 9th April this year (at
the party’s annual conference)
opposing the demerger.
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negotiators most of whom are neo-
phytes in dealing with the LTTE
perhapsdid notknow that the LTTE
flag had been declared by the LTTE
as the flag of (Tamil) Eelam in
1991.. The Government owes an
explanation to all Sri Lankans
for this stupid act of our negotia-
tors... What went wrong here is
perhaps the composition of the del-
egation itself. They are indeed all
honourable gentlemen having dis-
tinguished themselves in their pro-
fessions. But apart from Mr.Lionel
Fernando, the rest have no experi-
ence in negotiations of this kind
quite apart from negotiating with
the wily Tigers. Ms.Kumaratunga
by selecting her own confidantes
was perhaps sending a direct mes-
sage to the LTTE. She did not want
totraverse the beaten track by send-
ing diplomats or soldiers who will
be guided by their professional in-
stincts. All that can be appreciated
but the interests off the nation
should never be at risk... Before
the commencement of the negoti-
ations the government pledged
that all negotiations with the
LTTE would be made public and
there would be no secret deals.
Thus the public would like to
know in details the discussions
that went on Thursday and Fri-
day... News reports indicate that a
ceasefire has been discussed. What
will such a ceasefire mean to the
people of the North and East? Will
it mean that troops and even the
Special Task Force holding the
Eastern Province be withdrawn?’

Haredship - yet smiling

*‘A delegation from the Rotary Club of Colombo which visited :
Jaffna earlier in the week said that the people of the peninsula i
were undergoing hardship but yet remained a ‘happy and
smiling’ community. Mr.Kushil Gunasekera said that the
people of Jaffna were self sufficient inrice. “They are certainly
facing hardships. But they are happy and smiling which the
Colombo folk cannot do. They have created their own bottle

lamps. They have formulated their own vehicle fuel with a
special mixture of kerosene and vegetable oil operating the
popular Morris Oxford cars’ he said. (Sri Lanka State Con-
trolled Sunday Observer, 16 October 1994)

Tax Payer & the Navy (1)

““‘Another point which the (Sri Lanka) Navy must answer is
that despite the sinking of a ship A-516 in Kankesanthurai
harbour on 16 August 1994 by mines, no advice or instructions
have beenissued by headquarters toships onhow best toavoid
this. Nor has the navy ever clearly told its officers what to do ‘
against sea tiger suicide boats which are so well disguised as
fishing craft. This is despite the sinking of the fast patrol craft
P-464 in August 1993 and the damaging of surveillance
command ships * Abheetha’ and ‘Edithara’ in 1991. Both these
highly effective tactics were used by the Tigers to sink
‘Sangarawardene’. What is most annoying to the (Sri Lan-
ka) taxpayer is that the navy keeps on losing ship after ship
and expects the public to keep on paying for more expen-
sive ones.Over the pastone and half years, one off shore patrol
vessel, one fast patrol craft and two in shore patrol craft were
sunk in battle, but the Tigers walked away with five more
inshore patrol craft when they overran Nagathevanthurai navy i
base (whichhas now been abandoned by the navy)and sank an
auxiliary vessel and a navy tug boat in KKS harbour...’
(Defence Correspondent, Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday
Times, 16 October 1994)

Tax Payer & the Navy (2)

““The Sri Lanka Navy...seems to have been ignored in the
building up of the security machine. The prohibitive prices of
sophisticated and specialist equipment coupled with an abhor-
rence by the hierarchy to get involved in alleged shady deals
also seem tohave beena contributory factor.. Should thingsnot
g0 the desired way, the Navy may be called upon to do their
duty by their brother soldiers... Let them not allow red tape to
tie their hands. As a senior security officer said, ‘If they know
their hands are clean, let them not hesitate to use their
funds in procuring materials for the defence of the coun-
try. Tomorrow it may be time to turn over the hour
glass.””’(R.T.F Security Report, Sri Lanka State Controlled
Sunday Observer, 16 October 1994)

Riding the old hobby horse

*“The People’s Alliance has signed secret agreements to divide
the country on ethnic lines. They are trying to capture power
with Pirabakaran... We will never allow the division of Mother

Not to be outdone, the Sinhala
owned Sri Lanka Sunday Times
also joined in the attack on Prime
Minister Chandrika Kumaratun-
ga, albeit on somewhat different
grounds. In an editorial entitled
‘Time to change, Madam PM’
the Sri Lanka Sunday Times com-
mented on 16 October: ‘‘The
Prime Minister’s undisclosed jour-
ney (to Singapore for four days)
leaves her open to the criticism of
a disregard for the normal conven-
tions of courtesy to her colleagues
if not the people of this land...
Within forty five days of being in
office she has the distinction of
missing a Cabinet meeting without
informing her Ministers, not turn-
ing up in Parliament to make a
policy statement (though she ex-
plained later that she was held up
in a traffic jam), and was late by
three hours for a government group
meeting, among late arrivals for
other public functions. So much so
when she arrived for a recent dip-

Towards & Just Peace?

lomatic function many diplomats
had instinctively looked at their
wrist watches.”” The Defence Cor-
respondent of the Sri Lanka Sun-
day Times was nothing if not frank
when he declared in the same issue
of the paper: ‘““Today no sensible
government will agree to a cease-
fire with the LTTE. No sensible
individual, military, political,
academic or otherwise should
advocate a ceasefire with the
LTTE.”

Informed sources have been
quick to point out that the direct
attack launched on Prime Minis-
ter Chandrika Kumaratunga by
the Sinhala owned Sri Lanka
press is in direct contrast to the
obsequiousness. displayed by
these same papers to the previ-
ous UNP regime. They point
out that the words of the late
Sathasivam Krishnakumar in
an interview with Melbourne
3CR in 1991 may well continue
to be significant: ‘“.. Sinhala
chauvinism which was nurtured
by Sinhala politicians for their
electoral advantage has grown
into a Frankenstein monster
which now has the power to de-
stroy and make politicians. This
we understand very well.”’

Atthesametime, other observ-
ers pointtothe centre page prom-
inence given in the Sri Lanka
state controlled Sunday Observ-
er of 16 October 1994 to an arti-
cle by S.Sivanayagam, previous-
ly editor of the Saturday Review
as evidence of a new approach.
Mr.Sivanayagam in an article en-
titled “War and Peace and the Tamil
mind’ wrote:

‘“ Sustaining the climate of
peace has therefore become the
need of the hour, with no major
developments likely to take place
until after the Presidential elec-
tion... If independence from al-
ien rule means something for the
Sinhalese people, should it not
mean the same for Tamils as well?
But what has it meant for them
these past 46 years? Let alone
become victims of legislative and
constitutional discrimination, and
continuous state repression, they
were beaten up and killed, and
made refugees in their own country
within ten years of independence.
That was long before the cry for
separation came and long before
the present generation of Tigers
were born!... Where were the Sin-
halese leaders and the Sinhalese
people during this 46 year dete-
rioration?... Whilst the South was
recently preoccupied with the ques-

Lanka... The East has already been liberated from the Tigers...
If the UNP receives a two thirds majority... the North-East
problem will be solved within one month.”’” (President
D .B.Wijetunga at @ UNP election rally at Malabe, Kaduwela,
reported in the Sri Lanka State Controlled Sunday Observer, 14

August 1994)
Really?

““North-East (Siﬁhala) Govemor Lionel Fernando says that the
election campaign in the East and the liberated (sic) arcas in the
North from Mannar to Pottuvil is being conducted in an exem-
plary manner.”” (State Controlled Sri Lanka Sunday Observer,
31 July 1994)

1994

\the BBC, 12 September 1994

" Without Comment

“Any problem can be resolved if both sides try honestly and
sincerely. But if talks fail, we will have to pursue a military
solution. Either way, the government will not allow the war to go
on.”” - Anuruddha Ratwatte, Sri Lanka Deputy Defence Minister
quoted in the Sinhala owned Sri Lanka Sunday Times, 16 October

““We extend our hand of friendship to the Sinhala people.The
Sinhala people are not our opponents..Sinhala thesam should
understand that a solution to the Tamil question cannot be
found by resort to war and by military suppression of the Tamil
people’” - Tamil Eelam leader, Velupillai Pirabakarn speaking to

¥,

tion whether President Wijetunga
was right or wrong in saying that
there was no ethnic problem but
only a question of terrorism, that
line was crossed much earlier as
far as Tamils were concerned. It
was no longer an ethnic problem
anyway, it was one of nationality!
In short history was leaving behind
the thinking in the South. Cling-
ing on to the concept of a mult
ethnic, multi lingual, multi reli-
gious entity, however noble it
sounds, would appear to be a case
of closing the stable door after the
horse has bolted. Even Prime
Minister Chandrika Kumara-
tunga’s well intentioned peace
moves could be in danger of
falling into... ‘the too little, too
late’ syndrome. In which case
even an acceptable emissary to
Jaffna like Lionel Fernando
could end up as the ‘last train to
Jaffna.’... To bring about a dura- :
ble political solution a government
has to look beyond self interestand
strategies. There has to be a genu-
ine urge to understand the Tamil
mind.... How come the activities of
women Tigers, young virgins at
that, had escaped the notice of...
social scientists? A case of selec-
tive perception obviously. These
women actually wear pants! They
drive vehicles and handle powerful
weapons. They are in the fore-
front of battles, with no ambi-
tions of acquiring political pow-
er, on the contrary, they are
ready to give up their lives. They
had emerged from a conservative
Tamil society that was riddled with
cultural taboos only a few years
ago...What has driven them into
such fierce motivation? This is one
aspect of the Tamil mind that needs
serious inquiry. But it is too vital to
be left to social scientists. The onus
of empathy and a search for un-
derstanding is on the Sinhalese
people, mothers, sisters and
daughters, politicians, mediapeo-
ple and primarily on the Prime
Minister awoman herself.Insuch
understanding, may one submit
lies the key to peace and a worth-
while settlement.”

A matter of diplomacy

continued from page 1

my efforts fail and war be-
comes inevitable we shall
show the world how we are
right and they are wrong so
that the world may not mis-
Jjudge between us.’ All the
secrets of diplomacy are con-
tained in this statement of
Sri Krishna... If my persua-
sion fails’, said Krishna, I
shall proclaim to the world
your innocence and their
crime. Ishall make the world
understand that you are
fighting only for your
rights’...

There are but few cases in
history where both the par-
ties to a conflict do not claim
to have been forced into a
defensive war. Whether the
world accepts such a claim
depends entirely on the suc-
cess or failure of diplomacy.
In the case of the Pandavas,
SriKrishna’s diplomacy was
supremely successful even to
the extent of causing dissen-
sions among the Kaurava
generals...”’
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