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How "little

girls" terrified

the Sri Lankan army !

“What are little girls made of ?
Sugar and spice

and all that's nice
That's what little girls are made of”
So claims some old nursery

rhyme. But battle-scarred Sri Lankan
soldiers K.G.Dharmawana and

A.M.G.Wijaya Bandara know better.
Recalling the night of the Tiger attack
on the Sri Lankan border post at
Thandikulam on 9th June, Wijaya
“... hundreds of

Bandara told Reuters:
little LTTE
girls were
withdrawing
while attack-
ing....”

Syarid
Dharmawana
who lost his
right leg: §
“Under the
very intense
fighting | had
to abandon
my  bunker
and withdraw to the next nearest one,
from where | saw more than 60 Tiger
girls creeping into the bunker where |
was a short while ago....".

37-year old policeman Bandula
Sarath Kumar who crawled on all
fours for more than a kilometre before
being rescued has a more terrifying
tale to say when”"nearly 1,000 Tigers
led by children and women attacked
Thandikulam....!” (Indian Express,
June 13).

“He was just about to get some
sleep,after finishing his night sentry
shift at the police bunker on the main
Vavuniya-Kilinochchi road, when he
heard the sound of children talking. He
and the other two constables at the
post peeked out, and what they saw
froze their blood: rows upon rows

of children in fatigues, firing laser
bullets as they advanced towards
their checkpost which was flanked
on either side by army bunkers..

“When the constables shouted
across to the soldiers to alert them, a
panic-stricken voice shouted to every-
body to keep their heads down.
Everyone hit the road, the bullets kept
coming and the voices grew louder
and during a lull i in the fighting, those-
who had survived it, scrambled up the
mud bunds on either side of the road
. and fled.*

Sl 11
w a s
every
" man for
himself.
" There
L was no
| time to
think
about
anyone
else”
- Bandula
said. He hid himself under a huge
heap of dried leaves under a neem
tree. One of his colleagues had disap-
peared, the other one was shot dead
when he ran towards a group of men
after they hailed him in Sinhalese.

“After taking over the area, the
Tigers set fire to the ammunition
dump. “There were lots of women
cadres walking about as if they
owned the place. | don't know how
they did not see me, if one of them
had stumbled on the leaves, | would-
n't be here now”, he said.”

And that, children, is the story of
the battle of Thandikulam. Hardly a
battle, eh? <

And so much for sugar and
spice!

S.S
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What They Say

INnternational

“A dead man
should not be
above earth. He
should be buried
in earth”.

~Riu.S s'iam
President Boris
Yeltsin advocating
moving  Lenin's
mummified body from Red Square and
giving it a Christian burial.

“A criminal in uniform is more dan-
gerous than any other kind of crimi-
nal...I'm against terrorists, in and out of
uniform”.

- Justice A.S.Bains, the best known

“All Tamils in the South, because
of the security situation, face a
greater degree of investigation, a
greater degree of surveillance, and
inevitably a greater degree of harass-
ment and intimidation which other cit-
izens in the south are not subject to”

Charles  Abeysekera  of
INFORM, Colombo, on his return
after participating at the Norway con-
ference on Human Rights and
" Refugees interviewed for WEEKEND
"EXPRESS June 7-8, by Kethesh
Loganathan.

.

“Our troops
fought so gallantly
and killed every ter-
rorist that crossed
the Forward
Defence Line. Some
damage would have
been inflicted on the
camp, but the
counter attack on
the enemy will be
remembered by
them as long as ¢
they live. The casu-
alties on the terrorist
side should be ten times ours”.

-"General" Anuruddha Ratwatte
in an interview with the DAILY NEWS

Human Rights activist in Punjab, India.

“Though we
have raised you
for this moment
of departure, and
we are very
proud of you, part
of us longs to
hold you once
more as we did
when you could
barely walk”.

- President Clinton in an emotional
send-off to his daughter Chelsea before
she joins Stanford University in
California.

“My formula for 100 per cent peace
of mind is 25 per cent money, 25 per

, June 11, just after the LTTE counter-
offensive at Thandikulam, causing the
government heavy loss of men, materi-
al and morale

“...The Deputy Defence Minister's
euphoric statement (referring to the
above) belies the tragic magnitude of
the event in its human perspective.
Perhaps, when the Minister spoke out,
the full extent of the event may not
have been known to him....”

- Editorial SUNDAY TIMES, June
15.

“When the Action Group of Tamils
in Colombo (AGOTIC) met the TULF
representatives in May, Anandasangari
asked how sure the AGOTIC was
about Krishanthi Kumarasamy rape to
blame the army. When Nadarajah (a
member of AGOTIC) mentioned that
6378 Tamil civilians were killed by the
army between 1983 and 1992,
Anandasangari said most of those who
died were Tamil civilians killed by the
Tigers. The above statements are very
serious statements derogatory to the
interests of Tamils made by a senior
and long -standing politician who is
described as senior vice-president of
your party ....

- “shocked and angered” members
of the AGOTIC in a letter to the TULF

cent health, 25 per cent social life and
25 per cent family life”.

- Philosopher buffoon of Hindi  cin-
ema, "Johnny Walker", quoted in OUT-
LOOK weekly.

“Every return to
Poland is like a gl
return under the /48
roof of thej
parental home, &
where every little
object reminds
me of what is clos-
est and dearest”

- Pope John Paul 11, on
his recent visit to his homeland, Kr.ikow,
Poland, his seventh visit since he b -ame
Pope.

President. 5
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G
element of
surprise nas
always
been the
o ol 0 S
strong p Jint.
Prabah:i-an
will not ' 3t it
go desaite
t h e
unprece-
dented calamity that "Jaya Sikuru"
has created in the Wanni. One of the
central problems the Sri Lan<an
State faces in prosecuting the Ee am
war has been its inability to make 1im
panic.”

- columnist TARAKI, writing in
the SUNDAY TIMES, of June 8, wo
days before the LTTE pulled off its
surprise onslaught on Thandikulam.

* & @ 2

“It is a set-back, there are no two
words about it... Now they (soldiers)
have to worry about their rear when
pushing forword”

-Retired Airforce chief Harry
Goonatilleke  on  the army’s
Thandikulam debacle.
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ri Lankan War and Genocide
Against Tamils is the Best Kept
Secret of Recent Times - declared Ms.
Erna Gans, President of the Holocaust
Foundation of lllinois, & a Holocaust
survivor at a public conference held in
Chicago; USA, on June 1, 1997.

A broad spectrum of scholars,
human rights advocates, non-govern-
mental organizations caring for
refugees and the displaced, legal
experts on self-determination, inter-
faith spokesmen representing the
Jewish, Hindu, and Christian religions
participated in a public meeting which
focused on the theme, ' Plight of
Tamils in Sri Lanka - A Silent Tragedy
' . They described the ongoing war
waged by the Sri Lankan Sinhalese on
the Tamils of Sri Lanka as a war with-
out witness, and the resulting tragedy
as the best kept secret of the 1990s.
They broke the silence and pleaded for
the world and people of conscience to
speak up and get involved to stop this
tragedy immediately. A resolution to
this effect was unanimously approved
by the audience.

CHICAGO, JUNE 1, 1997: A well
attended, three hour public meeting
was held on the evening of June 1,
1997 at Nordic Hills Resort, 30 miles

T ot PR, S L A A et T

west of Chicago,
USA. The event
broke the silence
on the plight of
Tamils in Sri Lanka
with 15 speakers
from the US,
Canada, Sweden,
Sri Lanka and the
UK , along with
uncensored multi- §
media presenta- |
tions using video,
overhead projec-
tions, and photo-
graphic exhibits of,
Tamil death and destruction by Sri
Lankan state terrorism. Well over 250
people of Tamil origin and Americans
of non-Tamil origin, including 15
Sinhalese, participated in the meeting
which was sponsored by the Midwest
Tamil Sangam and co-sponsored by
the International Tamil Language
Foundation, the Federation of Tamil
Associations of North America repre-
senting over 30 Tamil Sangams in the
USA and Canada, and the World Tamil
Organization with chapters in the US,
India and the UK.

The highlight of the evening was
the speech by Mrs. Erna Gans (a
Holocaust  sur-

(from left): Mrs. Vasantha Babu, Mrs. Erna Gans,
Vasantha Raja, Ms. Katie Hope, AL. Rammohan
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L vivor), President,
fgg Holocaust
COLONISU s Foundation of
sl N SR lllinois, USA who
'A S was introduced by
Mrs. Kannaki
Viswanathan,
President,
Midwest Tamil
Sangam, after her
welcoming
remarks. Mrs.
Erna Gans, in her
speech, herself a
holocaust survivor,

Chicago conference on plight of Tamils

compared her experiences of holo-
caust with that of the suffering of
Tamils today. She expressed surprise
that in this day and age, the rest of the
world is not paying much attention and
termed the Tamil tragedy and the cur-
rent Sri Lankan war on Tamils as a war
without witness and the :best kept
secret of the '90s. She pleaded all to
break this silence and speak up, take
note and stop this pain and suffering of
the Tamil people. She implied that, as
much as Jewish people were perse-
cuted for simply being Jewish, now the
Tamils are being subjected to similar
schemes.

The event was moderated by Mr.
Rammohan, President of the Tamil
Language Foundation, who kept the
flow and quality of the program at a
professional level. Following the light-
ing of the two, six foot, ten flame tra-
ditional lamps by Mrs. Erna Gans a
beautiful poem glorifying peace and
inner light, written by a Tamil mystic,
the 11th century Karuvur Thevar, was
sung hy Mrs. Geetha Kandasamy.

M Alagappa Rammohan, Director,
Interr ational Tamil Language
Founc ation, USA:

M, Rammohan outlined the history
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of Tamils in Sri Lanka and pointed out
how, historically, the Tamils and
Sinhalese nations were once indepen-
dent before and during colonial rule.
He brought into focus how the two
people were administered as one enti-
ty for administrative convenience by
the British from 1833 till independence
in 1948. He stressed the fact that the
Sri Lankan Sinhalese are the ones
who have unilaterally changed the
country from a pluralistic, multi-ethnic,
multi-religious, multi-language Ceylon
to a Sri Lanka based on one Sinhala
language, one Sinhalese people, one
Buddhist religion at the expense of the
Tamils, and pointed out that the pre-
sent conflict is only a prelude to the
birth of the Tamil Eelam nation in the
future.

Mr. Vasantha Raja, Former
Chairman of Sri Lanka State Television
& Head of the Sinhalese BBC
Program, UK:

Mr. Raja was introduced as a "man
of conscience", who had resigned his
comfortable position in order to expose
the hidden agenda of the Sri Lankan
government. He traced the Tamil-
Sinhala relationship in Sri Lanka, their
historical evolution in clearly demar-
cated areas and the birth of the free-
dom struggle. He pointed out the inva-
lidity of the 1972 and 1978 constitu-
tions and that the problem would be
solved if both nations reverted to their
pre-independence status. He stated
that most Sinhalese had a
Sinhala/Buddhist psyche, which he
referred to as the 'Mahavamsa
Mindset' ( a reference to a sixth centu-
ry chronicle by a Buddhist monk ).
The "Mahayvamsa Mindset" proclaims
the island of Sri Lanka as one that
belongs only to the Sinhala-Buddist
people and insists that everyone else
can coexist with them so long as they
assume the position of a "tenant" in a
rented house. The mythical
Mahavamsa text provides a rationale
for present day leaders to galvanize
political support by defining "Tamils" as
a threat. Contrary to "tenant-landlord"
hierarchy Raja demonstrated the rela-
tionship as that of two houses with
their own landlords, however large the
- relative sizes may have been, which

have coexisted over the cen-
turies. The artificial unitary
state established by the
British 150 years ago, which
involuntarily fused the two
houses into one landlord sys-
tem, has allowed the resur-
gence of the Mahavamsa
mind set since independence.
Raja concluded that the insur-
mountable suffering of Eelam
Tamils can only be brought to
a stop by achieving a two-
household, two-landlord sys-
tem. Permanent peace can
flourish only after that. He
hopes to see good faith medi-
ation efforts by India and
Western nations to resolve
the conflict.

Mrs. Vanatha Babu,
Midwest Tamil Sangam:

Mrs. Babu spoke about

the sufferings of Sri Lankan |

Tamil women and their heroic

transformation to responsible §
economic heads -of -house- |
hold with equality, self- |

respect and dignity. She point-
ed out that in the de facto
state of Tamil Eelam, caste
and dowry systems have
been abolished, and progres-
sive social changes have
been stimulated by the Tamil
leadership.

Prof. Peter Schalk of the
University of Upsala, Sweden:

Prof. Schalk spoke on '
The Human Rights
Implications of Sinhala
Buddhist Fundamentalism in
Sri Lanka ' and mentioned
that fundamentalism does not
recognize the human and
political rights of others. He
said that Tamils have been
wrongfully denied recognition
as a 'people' with a right to
self-determination, and that
Sinhalese can only think of a
unitary state under ‘'one
umbrella'. He pointed out that
the LTTE was not averse to
peace talks, which took place
in 1985, 1986, 1989/90 and

Ly

Prof. Peter
Schalk
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1894 and that none of these collapsed
due to the intransigence of the LTTE.,
The Swedish government's offer in
1995 to mediate was accepted imme-
diately by the LTTE but turned down
by the Sinhala government. Peier
Schalk, who is a Tamil scholar and
who has spent a lifetime of research
on Buddhist theology, pointed ou, for

example, A . Church
e mephigh The following resolutions were passed at the end of the conference:- bombing in
ranking fa) stop the indiscriminate bombing, shelling and strafing of Tamil areas; July 1995 in
2;&: n ; dr - (b) stop the arrests, torture, rape and killing of innocent Tamil civilians; #ah#:i? pe01p2lt13
their organi- () lift the embargo on food, medicine and other necessities; perished
zations have . . - instantly. It
e e (d) take care of refuge;es who have fled their homes by giving them adequate 8150 sshowet
exit and  shelter, food and medicine; moving
entry vows st : 9 it leavi b Indiar scenes  of
the Lo (e dam' from mte.ffermgt with r:efugees eaving by boat to India; ‘ 500,000 civil
take to suit  (f) permit NGOs to work in Tamil areas so that they may help refugees; ians fleeing
their present (o) allow journalists, both local and Joreign, to visit the Tamil areas and report || the  military
need for one - onslaught on
state using  Jreely on the conditions there; Jafina in Oct, °
the Sinhala (k) cease further colonisation and settlement of Sinhalese in Tamil areas; 1995. The
langua p L . s b1 j
onlr;'g 0?]: (1) desist from destroying cultivated and cultivable lands and forests; g;:fsqo:t \:f
religion that () withdraw the Prevention of Terrorism Act. nessing the
is Buddhism q 0.5 o . level of cruel-
e, (k) solve the national problem politically rather than pursue a military solution ty committed
v h o asthegovernment is doing now; by the Sri
Sinhalese. ; . Lankan gov-
Tt () w:thdrc-:w the army from Tamil areas, and . B ol
the high  (m) negotiate with the LTTE ( who represent the Tamil people and who are Jight§ white claim-
g’iaésdor: i":‘t. ing the liberation war on their behalf) under third party mediation due to the :ﬂg to "bee’ a’te
. . e ople
cannon and  éremendous amount of mistrust between the twe nations as a result of five from R the
Ahereby, cre-  decades of acrimony and the resulting war. Tigers!
ates  omi- & . The Very
nous human Rev. Dr. 8.J.
rights implications for the non-  Questioning of refugees in India Emmanusl, Vicar General, Catholic

Sinhalese, namely the Tamils.

Ms. Katie Hope, Researcher, The
U.S. Committee for Refugees, USA;

Ms.Hope who visited Colombo,
Jaffna, Vavuniya, and Sri Lankan Tamil
refugee camps in Tamil Nadu and who
co-authored the March 1997 report of
the USCR titled “Confiict and
Displacement in Sri Lanka " spoke on
‘Rights of Refugees, Displaced
Residents and their Suferings and Sri
Lankan Tamils '. She mentioned that
the society in Jafina peninsula today is
militarized and referred to the terrible
conditions in refugee camps beth in Sri
Lanka and India. She mentioned that

mere than 50,000 Tamils have died,
over 1.2 million Tamils had been
uprooted from their homes and that
there are 800,000 who were internally
displaced, with nearly 750,000 dis-
placed living in the Vanni area. Many
have faced muttiple displacernents and
this has had a traumatic effect on the
psychalogy and education of children.

revealed that they had left Sri Lanka
because of fear for their security, lack
of food and congern for the education
of their children, and that they were not
forced to flee by the LTTE as claimed
by the Sr Lankan government. The Sri
Lankan government was not helping
the people in need, and the LTTE was
not in a position to help them either
she said.

War without Witness Video
Presented by Mr. flankumaran, VP,
Chicago Tamil Sangam:

Mr. illankumaran introduced an

uncensored video presentation captur-
ing the sufferings of civilians and

refugees, and the result of indiserimi-
nate bombing and shelling by the Sri
Lankan military. These video tapes
were smuggled out of the Island at risk
by individuals who helped the outside
world become aware of the war crimes
committed by Sri Lankan government
behind the news blackout. The video
captured the aftermath of the Navaly

Church of Jaffna, Sri Lanka:

Dr. Emmanuel's subject was '
Witness to the Silent Tragedy of the
Tamils '. Rev. Emmanuel, who has
lived in Jafina, was part of the 'EXO-
DUS' from there. He was himself dis-
placed several times along with the
other civilians . He made a very mov-
ing speech about their experiences.
He also spoke of the mere than four
decadés of oppression of Tamils by the
Sinhalese. Only “Truth will Free Us”
he proclaimed, appropriately, after the
audience had seen the uncensored
video clips showing the untold suffer-
ing of the Tamil people that is being

Hot Spring, May-June 1997
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kept a secret from the civilized world.
His speech riveted the audience's
atterttion. [nstead of enjaying his life of
retirement relaxing, he has taken on
this extraordinary task of traveling
worldwide to tell the people the truth.

Mr. Sricdhar Damie, Friends of India
Society Intemational:

Mr. Damie talked on ‘The Sri
* Lankan Tamils' Hindu ldentity and
What is at Stake?* He declared that he
had learned a lot about the Tamil plight
by just listening to all the other pre-
sentations. He brought to the surface
the silence of the media, the involve-
ment of certain countries, the role of
organized religions, etc. as obstacles
to finding a lasting solution to the prob-
iem in Sri Lanka. However, he said
after the bitter memories of the
India/Pakistan separation he simply
could not conceive another separation
in the region as an Indian himseli.

Ms, Barbara Jackman, Solicitor &
Barrister, National Security Law,

Canada;

Ms. Jackman pointed out that, in
accordance with the Geneva conven-
tions and additional protocols, the
Tamils are a "people® with the right to
self determination and may engage in
armed conflict in exercise of that right.
She built a convinging legal argument
for the Tamils of Eelam to have a
nation of their own, based on their right
to self-determination. She is repre-
senting a landmark case in Canada
supporting a Tamil community leader
who has been put in prison, accused
of violating a recently enacted “dra-
conian® law aimed against recent
immigrants. In due course, she said
that shie has goften to leam so much of
Tamil history that she may even con-
sider retiring in Jaffna to teach history
to Tamil people! (laughter). Tamils
have a distinct culture, language and
homeland and their national identity
has been expressed through many
forms. Tha international governments
which are helping the Sri Lankan gov-

ernment, that has a an incriminating
record of war-crimes, must instead
help the LTTE to achieve their legiti-
mate Tamil homeland. International
laws allow Tamils to claim a nation of
their own (strong support from audi-
ence) .

Throughout the speeches the Sri
Lankan government's policy of using
food and medicine as weapons of war,
the perpetration of genocide, the
scorched earth policy followed by the
military, and the need to hold a war
crimes fribunal against the persons
involved were frequently emphasized.
A resolution appealing to the world's
governments and the world communi-
ty to ensure that the government of Sri
Lanka ceases its atrocities and its pur-
suit of a military solution and agree to
a political solution with third party
mediation was proposed by Mr. Thani
K. Cheran, President, World Tamil.
Organization and passed unanimouys--
ly. The meeting was finally concludéd
with satisfaction.

U.S. to initiate settlement

ASHINGTON (AP) -
Richard Holbrooke, key
architect of the 1995

accord that ended ethnic war in
Bosnia, is taking time off from Wall
Street to try to frame a settlement
between ethnic Greeks and Turks on
the Mediterranean island of Cyprus.

Returning to the Clintan adminis-
tration as 'd part-time special envoy,
Hotbraoke will take a highly personal
style of rigorous diplomacy to leaders
of the two feuding communities who
have agreed vaguely on a federation
but remain far aparnt on details.

These include whether Turkey will
withdraw the 35,000 troops it has
deployed on 37 percent of the island
along with an estimated 80,000 set-
tlers from the Turkish mainland. Only
Turkey recognizes the independence
of a state Turkish Cypriot leaders

" declared on northem Cyprus.
¥

Cyprus is made even more compli-
cated for American peacemakers
because Greece and Turkey, some-
times-feuding NATO allies, tend to line
up in support of their ethnic brothers in
the Greek and Turkish Cypriot com-
munities.

The Holbrooke-led Bosnia peace
talks near Dayton, Ohio, in 1995 result-
ed in separate Serb and Muslim-Croat
republics in the Balkans country, while
maintaining a central government in
Sarajevo. The solutich was described
by seme as a form of partition.

Cyprus President Glafcos Clerides
called Helbrooke “"a tough and capa-
ble career diplomat" and added: 'l do
not underestimate our own capabili-
ties."

Clerides said in a statement in
Nicosia that he has no “"such fears" of
a Dayton-type solution for Cyprus.
“Perhaps others may have," he said.

Cyprus also has proposed demili-

‘tarizing the island. With a population

of about 650,000, Cyprus spends an
estimated $3 million a day maintaining
its army and buying weapons.

"*We have forcefully made our con-
cern known to both governments,”
Clinton said in a report to Congress on
the lack of progress toward a negoliat-
ed settlement.

A 1,200-strong U.N. force controls
the island's 103-mile-long demarcation
line.

Holbrooke's assignment signals the
Clinton administration's intention to
make the complex 23-year-old partition
of Cyprus a top foreign policy item in
the second Clinton administration. The
1874 Turkish invasion, on the ground

-that Turkey had to protect the Turkish

Cypriots, followed two decades of eth-
nic unrest an the island and a Greek-
supported coup in Nicosia.

6
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since the outbreak of the third
stage of the civil war between the
Sri Lankan State and the LTTE.

Although the govemment promised
a quick and decesive military victory
over the LTTE, events have proven
otherwise. The war has turnted out to
be as destructive as ever before with
the likelihood of being dragged into yet
another stage of protracted con-

I,l is now maore than fwo years

occupation of Jaffna has driven a
widening barrier between the Tamil
community and the State and fuelled
the aspiration and justiflcation for a
separate state of Tannil Eelam as noth-
ing else had done before. The aspira-
tion for a separale state has arisen as
a result of the pitiful inability of the Sri
Lankan State to address the issue of
national seli-detennination of the Tamil
people ir. the North-East-which the
adventurism of the new generals has
compounded S0 recklessly.

most brutal aggressions across the
globe and its open support for the
most terroristic regimes in the world.

India has played a deadly game of
chess in trying to manipulate the Tamil
national liberation struggle to get a
strategic foothold into Sri Lanka and
the Nortrh-East. Its objective is to
entrench a servile Tamil leadership in
the North-East as a means of gaining
a strategic foothold on Trincorpalee
and the region and to co-opt thee
natianal democratic aspirations of the *
oppressed Tamil people of Tamil

flict. The Mullaitivu and then the
Vavinitivu debacles had provided
indisputable proof of the fact the
LTTE continues to retain a most

“Shameless jingoisin spurred on
by arrogant generals”

Nadu and Sri Lanka. Through
funding and fuelling

the war against the LTTE it is
also creating a dependent vassal

formidable military capacity to hit
back-both in the Noith and the East.

Inspite of this, the government is
hell-bent on waging war. The "Jaya-
Sikuru® military campaign is the latest
adventure. Already it has cost tremen-
dous hardship with mounting casual-
ties on both sides and thousands of
the pooerest being displaced.

The mounting number of human
casualtles, the inctedible sufferring
of the people, the milltary debacles,
do not seem to provoke any
reassessment of the governments
strategy of imposing a pohtical set-
tlement through military means. Al
the lessons of the past seem to
have been lost in the din of a
shameless jingoism spurred on by
arrogant generals .

First came the occupation of
Jaffna-possibiy the most innane mili-
tary decision of all time. The late
General Kobbekaduwa had resisted
thia type of adventurism, but the new
generals were hell bent an proving
their manhood on the battlefisld. The

¥

The international community has
played a criminal riole in covering
up for the PA government. It has
cendoned the virtual censorship
and the imposition of a nationwide
emergency. It has condoned the
human rights viclations, the Indis-
crimlnate bombings, the degrading
harassment of civillans. Some of
these countries continue to supply
the most modern weapons of high-
tech mass destruction to the PA
government, Including torture
equipment.

The US has sent its crack elite mil-
itary advisers to train the Sri Lankan
security forces in the art of genocidal
war.The US has declared the LI'E to
be a terrorist organisation which
should be dealt with militarily. The US
state deparntment has even accused
the LTTE of rape-which is a gross and
malicious lie.ln any case, it is the
height of the most cynical hypocrisy for
the US government to denounce ter-
rorism with its unparrelled record of the

state which it can then manipulate for
its regional ambitions.

The people of Sri Lanka have
become the hapless victims and
pawns in the deady game of these
international players.The people in the
North-East have been, once again,
made to suffer untold suffering and
destruction and the antagonism
between them and the State has inten-
sified as never before. Sinhala soldiers
from the peorest families are the can-
nonfadder for the hunt. Recenlly some
225 police officers abandoned their
post and refused to be used as can-
nonfodder when the government tried
to establish a police post in an ancient
Tamil village on the Vavuniya-Mannar
road-which the state had even re-
named “"Sapumalgama'. It is these
policies of naked aggression and sub-
jugation that have brought about the
struggle for a separate state-and not
just the alleged intransigence of the
LTTE.

The economy is on the verge of
collapse. Cost of living Is escalating
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day by day. Unemployment and
inflation is rising to unprecedented
helghts. Millions of poor farmers
and fishermen are being driven out
of the so-called private sector dri-
ven/ open market economy with
nothing to fall back on. Democratic
norms have been buried under the
dictatorship of a virtual censership
and a nationwide Emergency
backed up by stlll more draconian
taws such as the Preventlon of
Terrorism Act. Elected Provincial
Councils have been undermined. Local
elections have been brazenly rigged
using stafe terrorism.Trade unions are
being marginalised as never beiore to
pave the way for super exploitation of
ihe warkers by foriegn predators. The
Executive Presidency has been further
entrenchied and become more capri-
cious. And the war continues to bleed
the country economically and morally
while offerring fertile ground for region-
al and international powers to sink their
teeth into the economig, political and
cultural lifelines of our society as never
befare. Sri Lanka has become a pup-
pet neo-colonial state where even its
national security interests are being
dictated o by foreign and regional
poOwers.

The UNP bides its time untill the
PA government proves itself to be
Jvorse criminals than the previous
reginme.This is the choice offerred to
the people after fiity years of this flve
star democracy.The JVP wants to
prove that they alone can militarily
destroy the LTTE, while the MEP has
slided into the pit of political bankrupt-
cy by opposing any form of develution
of power to the Tamil nation. These
narrow political trends that lust for war
are all playing into the hands of the
international powers and the Sri
Lankan State. They place themselves
in irreconciliable opposition to the pro-
gressive, democratic and patriatic aspi-
rations of the people of Sri Lanka.

The LTTE had sufferred a tactical
set-back with the loss of Jaffna. Yet,
they have managed to retain and even
amplify their fghting capacity. They
have expanded their area of military
operations into the Valigamam area

- itself, Mullativu, the East, the North

West and Celombo. Although the Tami!
people have acute contradictions with
the LTTE for its undemocratic and ter-
roristic methods, they have abiding
respect for the LTTE as the only force
thet has stood firm against the aggres-
sions of the [PKF and the Sri Lankan
State.

The LTI'E has repeatedly called for
a resumption of negotiations with
mediation on the basis of restoring the
staus quo that prevailed before the
resumption of hostilities.

Are we to grasp this opportunity
and establish a negotiations modality
that would introduce the requisite pro-
fessionalism to ensure a just and last-
ing peace, OR shall we continue to
capitulate to the dictates of foreign
powers and to the generals and be
passive spectators to the rape and pil-
lage and the steady destruction of our
existence as a modern civilised
nation?

The Jaya*Sikuru military campaign
is supposed to drive the LTTE to the
jungles and open the Vavuniya-
Killinochchi road. But, time and again,
the LTTE has proven that it will adopf
classic guerrila tactics to confront
these conventional offensives. They

will put up stiff resistance, but they will
rely on a protracted strategy of draw-
ing the security forces deeper into their
territory so that the L'I''E may harass
and attack at will. The L'I'V'E can better
afford to wage this type of protracted
war of aftrition since it is a small gueri-
la army while already the state has to
bear the cost of maintaining some
110,000 troops- not to mention spi-
ralling costs of arms and eqgiupment.
So what is this highly flouted military
campaign about. Like beforte, itis sim-
ply the politics of desperation of a
beseiged and bankrupt government
that has reneged on ALL its pledges o
the people and is now using war to
simply hang on to power.

A;l progressive, democratic and
patriotic forces should study this ques-
tion deeply and unite to give sustained
expression to the will and aspirations
of the people for a united, indepen- ,
dent, democratic and prosperous Sri.
Lanka, o

[Ajith Rupesinghe is the National
Organiser, National Peace Counsil.
The views expressed in this article

are those of the author’s and not of
the NPCJ.

Pro-govt

militant

F_'ive former Tamil
groups who are based in
Colombo and helping the govern-
ment to wage war on their own Tamil
people have now reached a political
dead-end.

An alliance of these groups com-
prising the EPDP, PLOT, EPRLF,
EROS {a splinter group) and TELO
have written to President Kuma
ratunga and Constitutional Affairs
Minister G.L.Psiris, expressing dis-
pleasure over the government's
apparent indifference in finding a
negotiated political settlement to the
ethnic conflict

They have pointed out that they

Tamil ups
feel frustrated

gave up the armed struggle and
joined the"democratic mainstream®in
response to an appeal by the gov-
ernment. They had faith in the nrego-
tiation process . but now they were
disappointed, Even the proceedings
of the Parliamentary Select
GCommlitee were bogged down. A
spokesman for the EROS group told
Colombo's MID-WEEK MIRROR that
they feared they were being “taken -
for a ride®.

Although they claim to have
joined the democratic path, some of

- these Tamil groups are armed by the

government , and the PLOT group
works with the Sinhala ammy.
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Humanitarian

May 14 .
crisis looms

Many thousands are fleeing at the
start of Sri Lanka's latest military
assault on the northeast Tamil popu-
lation. Omanthai and Puliyankulam -
both Tamil civilian centres - are
scenes of devastation, with hospitals,
public buildings, commercial centres
and homes torn to the ground by
heavy artillery fire from advancing
Sinhala forces. MI24 helicapters and
tanks are smashing up everything in
their wake. The firing is intense, indis-
crimiriate and remarseless. The ofien-
sive is calculated to generate
refugees, destroy Tamil property and
engender ecological disasters in the
Tamil homeland by the systematic
destruction of vegetation. Civilians
meanwhile have scattered in all direc-
tions with thousands forced to take
refuge in unsafe jungle terrain. A
humanitarian crisis is looming and set
fo worsen, with children and the
elderly at particular risk. The interna-
tional community's response to the
impending disaster is yet to be seen
as Sri Lankan troaps prepare to con-
tinue further into Tamil territory. The
bombing is continuing unabated...

LTTE attack in Jaffna

LTTE forces attacked a mini army
camp and radar station in Allapiddy
(near Jafina town) early this morning,
killing more than 5 Sri Lankan soldiers.
The radar station was totally destroyed
and the camp was overrun. One LTTE
fighter lost his life.

Six fishermen
killed

Sri Lankan Kifirs yesterday thun-
dered across Mullaitivu's coast killing
six Tamil fishermen and injuring anoth-
er seven. Two of the dead were a
father and son, and four of the injured
are still in a coma. Yesterday was the
second successive day of air attacks
an Muilaitivu's fishing community in
which innocent fishermen have been
singled out by Srl Lankan warplanes.

War Diary
Govt.ignores

y15 |
ICRC plea

Under cover of a strategic army
offensive, the co-ordinated slaughter of
Tamil civilians all over the Tamil home-
land by Sri Lankan (Sinhala) forces
has intensified. The Chandrika gov-
ernment is blatantly violating the
ICRC's plea last Thursday to protect
civilians with respect to the humanitar-
ian law of armed conflict.

3 children among killed

Armny shelling from Manal Aru (Weli
Ova) in the East has so far killed 5

Tamil civilians in Nedunkerni. Three of
the dead are children, and two of these
were sisters. A pregnant woman - P.
Supathira - is also among the dead.
Shrapnel ripped open her stomach
and she later died in hospital from her
wounds. Meanwhile, the mather of the
two dead sisters - Vithusa (3) and
Nivetha (2) - is inconsolabls.

LTTE attack in Jaffna

Sri Lanka's military forces have
deliberately set a northwestern Vanni
jungle on fire. The motive is to cause
permanent damage to the Tamil home-
land's ecology. At 10.25 yesterday

morning Sri Lankan Kfirs dropped a
wide circle of incendiary devices in
Villankulam'’s jungle region, triggering
the blaze. The fires are still raging and
spreading uncontratlably with no facil-
ities available to extinguish them. Wild
animals have foined the dash for safe-
ty along with residents.

Refugee exodus in Mullaitivu

Thousands of Tamils are on the
move away from Mullaitivu's outskirts
and scrambling towards interior vil-
lages to escape continuing vicious sea
and air attacks from Sri Lanka's navy
and airforce. The past 48 hours have
seen a fleet of navy gunboats blasting
the coastal villages of Alampil and
Semalai, which are now deserted and
uninhabitable. ‘Cannonfire is now being
directed deeper into the interior.
Meanwhile two Tamil villages -
Puliyankulam and Omanthai - on the

amy's route from Vavuniya are under %

intense shelling from the military base
at Vavuniya and facing overhead
bombing from Sri Lanka's airiorce for
the second consecutive day. Civilians
have been forced to fles further into
the Vanni interior

Hospitals unable to cope

Without proper medical supplies
and severe staff shortages, Tamil hos-
pitals are having to cope with an influx
of injured civilians from Sri Lanka's
incessant bombardments on civilian
centres laking place across the Vanni,
The Mallavi and Puthukudiyiruppu hos-
pitals are facing the severest crisis.
There is no hope of them accommo-
dating all the injured patients. Since
Tuesday - when military attacks on
Tamil civilians were stepped up - the
amount of people arriving with bodily
injuries has been phenomenal.

W Second forest

set ablaze

Two days after setting fire to a
northwestern forest, Sri Lankan forces
vesterday tarched a second Tamil for-
est, this time the Kanakarayankulam
forest (northeast of Puliyankulam).
Pucarra bombers midday stormed
over the forest and dropped incendiary
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devices at its northern and southern
ends. Communities of Tamil people liv-
ing in the forest are in panic. High
winds have made their situation worse,
sending the fire in all directions and
greatly hampering their movement.
Kanakarayankulam is vast and pre-
cious forestland. More civilian dis-
placements are imminent. Besides the
humanitarian disaster, the long-term
ecological impact caused by the pur-
posetul scorching of forests is consid-
erable.

Civilians targetted

Sri Lanka's frustration at its lack of
progress from Vavuniya is being vent-
ed against Tamil civilians with a new-
found ferocity. The military seems
more preoccupied now with maiming
_ civilians than confronting LTTE forces.
Army shells from Kilinochehi, Elephant
Pass and Manal Aru continue to rain
on residential Tamil villages, while
MI24 helicopters and Kfir warplanes
are singling out civilian centres across
Vanni.

" In its latest military offensive Sri
Lanka is pursuing a scorched earth
policy. The Ilush farmlands of
Omanthai, Puliyankulam and
Nedunkerni are no mare. Armoured
vehicles and tanks have been deliber-
ately tearing up paddy lands and
banana plantations with a view to mak-
ing them un-cultivatable. Not a single
building or farmer's hut is left standing
in these areas. They have either been
torched or bombed out. The stench of
dead cattle is every where. Sinhala
troops have maliciously destroyed sev-
eral million rupees worth of Tami! civil-
ian property. Displacement is total in
these areas.

In Omanthai alone 3500 families
have been driven away. No effor has
been undertaken to house the
refugees by any organisation so far.
But 330 families have found accom-
modation in schools - in
Puthukudiyiruppu Maha Vidyalayam
107, Mullaitivu Maha Vidyalayam 108,

_Ananthapuram Vidyalayam 56 and

Farmlands
scorched

Manthuvil Vidyalayam §9. The rest are
languishing in jungles and roadsides
away from the two main theatres of
war.

Through Sri Lanka's military oper-
ations the last two years mare than
650,000 Tamil civilians are internally
displaced and most of them are living
rough in the open. The government is
preventing all NGOs. from helping
these refugees. Sri Lanka's ban on
journalists prevents any of this whole
scale devastation from being known to
the outside world.

20 Sri Lankan soldiers died and a
further 75 were critically injured when
LTTE torces put up stiff resistance to
the army advance from Omanthai. The
LTTE lost 6 fighters. In the same bat-
tle, LTTE forces completely destroyed
two T-55 tanks and a troop carrier. A
further two Sri Lankan battle tanks
were damaged beyond repair.

The Omanthai
battle

Sinhalising Tamil area

President Chandrika Kumaratunga
has declared that Manal Aru, a former
Tamil area, is to become part of a
Sinhala district, completing the
Sinhalisation process begun by
President Jayawardene. Manal Aru
was once an exclusively Tamil area
until Sinhala armed forces drove out
the original residents to make way for
Sinhala colanies. Jayawardene
renamed the area with a Sinhala
name, *Weli Oya". Chandrika has
gone a step further by her announce-
ment, setting the scene for a complete
Sinhalisation of the Tamil region and its
surroundings.

Assimilation continues

The process of assimilating Tamils
and erading their culturalfreligious
rights continues unabated in
Trincomalee. The government has just
banined Tamils from sprinkling ashes of
their departed into the Trinco sea, an
ancient Hindu religious rite. The order
- issued by Trinco's Sinhalese govern-
ment agent and enforced by the

Sinhala military - has caused deep
offence to Tamils.

Tamil youth taken away

A 22-year old Jaffna boy who was
granted permission by the military
authorities in Jaffna to go to Colombo
has been arbitrarily arrested by Sri
Lankan police in the capital city.
Sepamalal Muthu Kulokus, an old
boy of St Patrick's College (Jatina), is
presently an undergraduate at Jaffna
university, He was visiting relatives in
Dehiwala when polics took him away.
Many Tamils are routinely rounded
up in this way in Colomba under the
pretext of being LTTE suspects.
These ordinary people lack the
power to challenge the authorities
and sometimes languish in jails for
years without trial.

Food stocks abandongd

Precious food stocks belonging fo'*
Tamil multi-purpose co-operatives in
Nedunkerni, Unchal Kaddy,
Nainamadu and Paddikudiyiruppu
have had to be abandoned as Tamil
people flee from Sri Lanka's aerial
bombing and artillery shelling of these
towns. The value of food stocks left
behind is incalculable. Detailed distrib-
ution lists had also to be abandoned in
the rush. The occupying army is now
in possession of the abandoned food
supplies and also all the money left
behind. 105 employees of these multi-
purpose co-operative societies are
untraceable, joining the ranks of the
newly displaced. In Colombo, the gov-
ernment claims that the army had
spized LTTE food dumps and the
newspapers faithfully published that
false claim.

Sri Lankan forces - thraugh heavy
shelling - have created another three -
ghost towns in the Tamil Vanni -
Mankulam, Puliyankulam  and
Kanakarayankulam. In the exodus

3 more
ghost towns

‘away from these towns, thousands

more people have been rendered
'homeless refugees'. They will be arriv-

10

Hot Spring, May-June 1997




War Diary

ing soon in places already brimmed fill
with displaced people from all over
Vanni. The army - stalled just north of
Omanthai - has been pounding distant
Tamil towns with long-range artillery. All
three places were thickly-populated
towns and it was only a matter of time
before panic-stricken residents took
flight. Sri Lankan authorities knew full
well that a mass displacement would
be the rasult. Therefore their strategy
amounts to a wilful criminal act of war
intended to disrupt civilian life. The
Geneva Conventions regarding the
protection of civilians are in no uncer-
tain tetms being violated. The news
blackout keeps the international corn-
munity (each time) blinded till after the
destruction has been wreaked.

EPDP death squads

Government-sponsored EPDP ter-
rar-squads have carried out another
killing in Jaffna. The victim on this
occasion was the watcher of the
Nedunthivu co-op stores, Arumugam.
A boat used by the Tamil public was
also slolen by the thieving gang.
EDPD - like all Tamil groups bought off
by the Sri Lankan government, are
deeply resented in the Tamil home-
land. Not only do they partake in the
Sinhala army's torture of young men
and indecent assaults on Tamil
women, they help sustain to the illu-
sion (internationally) that Tamil people
are divided about the need for libera-
tion. By their small-minded, cash-moti-
vated support for the government, they
do nothing but prolong the Tamil
nation's urgerit need for liberation from
Sinhala forces.

Mannar: Mortar and arillery shells
launched by Sri Lanka from Thalladay
onto Mannar's mainland have wreaked
widespread damage in an all-too-famil-
iar pattern. Houses have been
knocked down, Tamil peopls displaced
and their catlle slaughtered.
Meanwhile, Sni Lankan navy gunboats
continue to spread panic among Tamil
residents with repeated cannonfire
aimed at coastal towns.

‘" Civilian terror
continues

»

Puliyankulam: Residential areas
came under sustained attack when Sri
Lankan Kfirs dropped powerfu! bombs
and Sri Lankan artillery shells inflicted
heavy damage on the town. Most peo-
ple avoided injury by fleeing in time.
However, they now join the ranks of
the displaced, a category which is
exp.anding by the hour.

tManal Aru (Weli Oya}: Tamil civil-
ian: fled to safety Friday as artillery
rain :d down on them at 2 in the mom-
ing, causing heavy damage to trees
and property. The towns mast affected
by :he shelling are Koddiawatha,
Mur ppu and Poothan Vayal.

Sex kicks of SL army

Tamil women in Jaffna are having
to face the indignity of being watched
as they bathe or attend the lavatory.
Armed Sinhala soldiers position them-
selves in places where they can see
girls and women performing their daily
functions. By an éarlier army ruling all
fences, walls and trees around Jaffna's
houses had to be removed, ostensibly
for security reasons. But Sinhala sol-
diers are using this new exposed ernvi-
ronment to pursue vulgar sexual kicks.

Mankulam is
flattened

o p——

Many thousands
denied food

Sri Lanka is only allowing enough
dry food to cater to 5000 of
Mullaitivu’s internally displaced Tamil
families. This arbitrary figure - decid-
ed by the ministry of rehabilitation -
leaves many tens of thousands of
refugees in Mullaitivu without food.
The ministry's decision to supply to
only 5000 families was taken even
though the government agent for the
district handed over a detailed list of
all the area's displaced people. This
means the ministry of rehabilitation
was well aware of the full food
requirement of Mullaitivu, yet chose to
ignore it. .

Ratwatte’s fabri-

w cations says LTTE

An LTTE press release says:-
Sri Lanka's junicr defence minister
Anuruddha Ratwatte is quoted in an
AFP report (11 June 1997) as saying
the LTTE yesterday pounded civilian
areas killing 60 people. It should be
noted that the allegation comes on the
back of an overwhelmingly successful
military strike by LTTE forces on a mil-
itary camp in which 8ri Lanka has suf-
fered heavy troop casualties and finds
itself in an extremely precarious situa-
tion militarily with regard to its latest
offensive, "Jaya Sikuru". To cover up
this disaster from the Sinhala people
and the international community and
also anticipating further military disas-
ters on the battlefield in the coming
weeks and months frantic efforis are
being made by Sri Lanka's military
high command to divert attention frorm
troop casualties. One reliable diver-
sionary taclic is to fabricate stories of
"civilian casualties” directly following
efficient LTTE attacks on military tar-

. gets, which is what has happened in

this instance. We categorically deny
minister Ratwatle's baseless allegation
of civilian casualties, independent ver-
ffication of which is not possible owing
fo the govemment's ban on the inter-
national press from the war-zone. The
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LTTE, for its part, is a liberation army
committed to evicting foreign Sinhala
forces from the ancient homeland of
the Tamils. it has no interest in "pound-
ing" chvitian centres, which is rather the
preoccupation of the Sinhala military,
which continues to strike at Tamil civil-
ian centres including Odduchuddan,
Mankulam, Kanakarayankulam,
Puliyankulam and Mulliyawalai. It is
reasonable to expect that as the des-
peration of Sri Lanka's military high
command heightens, many more fran-
tic (and devious) fabrications are like-
Iy to,try and discredit the leadership of
the Tamil independence struggle. Only
the entry of western journalists into
afiected areas can deny Sri Lanka's
military hierarchy this luxury of con-
cocting false stories about the LTTE at
will.

Parents of the disappeared
desperate

Hundreds of Tamil parents of chil-
dren recently 'disappeared’ by Sinhala
armed forces in Jaffna have sent a
strong letter to president Chandrika
Kumaratunga, asking to meet her face
to face. These parents have found no
avenues to get information about their
missing sons and daughters, believed
to have been tortured and killed by
Sinhalese soldiers.

The government's Human Rights
Task Force (HRTF) - ostensibly there
to follow up on such cases was total-
ly ineffective anyway, but has now
actually closed down its Jafina office
and returned to Colombo, while the
Sinhala military high command in the
occupied peninsula refuses to discuss
anything at all with the Tamil mathers
and fathers. With no other options
remaining, the parents have called on
the president to intervene if she is sin-
cere. Their letter further states that the
_government media has twisted and
perverted their predicament, portraying
their children as having gone abroad
or joined the LTTE. Such false stories
indicate an official cover-up by gov-
ernment authorities trying to hush up
and wash their hands of these military
crimes against Tamils.

27,000 Refugees

starved

The Sri Lankan government says
only displaced Tamils staying at ‘well-
known weliare centres' will be given
food. That leaves out a staggering
27,000 Tamil refugees, who will face
starvation. A communigue issued by
the commissioner for essential ser-
vices and sent to Mullaitivu's govern-
ment agent says that anyone who falls
out of this official category will not be
entitled to any help. Such people,
accerding to the new ruling, will go
without food as they do not fall into the
government's designated category.

3 PLOTE gunmen killed

LTTE forces attacked FLOTE's
headquarters, killing three cadres.
Stationed near the Senkalady army
camp, PLOTE's armed gang had
instilled terror In the lacal Tamil popu-
lation, extorting money and carrying
out countless tortures and rapes.
PLOTE is one of the Tamil groups Sri
Lanka [ikes to hold up as "the democ-
ratic alternative"

Six checkpoints overrun

Sri Lanka's tenuous hold on the
Jaffna peninsula is being progressive-
ly weakened as LTTE forces stage
regular attacks on Sri Lankan military
targets. Yesterday, six checkpoints and
one mini army camp were demolished
in Thenmaradchy.

Six soldiers killed

Six Sri Lankan troopers died when
LTTE forces intercepted an army vehi-
cle in Kinniyady (Batticaloa). After the
attack, army reinforcements indiscrim-
inately fired in revenge on civilians.

325 Sri Lankan soldiers
died at Thandikulam

Despite junior defence minister
Ratwatte's determined efforts to con-
ceal military casualty figures the LTTE
counted no less than 325 Sri Lankan
soldiers dead after the Thandikulam

battle. The entire Thandikulam camp
has now been-destroyed. The LTTE
lost 80 LTTE fighters,21 of whom are
women, says an LTTE press release.

Tigers took the war
. nearer the
Sri Lankan border.

Located five kilometres north of
the border town of Vavuniya is
‘Thandikulam, which marks the Sri
Lankan military's Forward Defence’
Line. A 500-strong Tiger force , many
of them young women, armed with:
Rocket Propelled Grenades, and a
big arsenal of weapons moved into
Thandikulam [n the early hours
ofdune 10 morning, broke through the
Sri Lankan "defence lines®,blasted
ammunltion dumps, smashed up a
vital link bridge, crippled a helicopter
gunship, kilted or injured over 400 Sri:
"Lankan troops, captured a few along
‘with some valuable military hardware,
and a stock of medicines.
Unconfirmed reports say that among
tha captives taken prisoners were a
'8inhalese army officer, a doctor and
a few PLOT members. As to what
happened to two 120mm artillery
guns at nearby Nochchimoddal is not
known, but because the Tigers had
the Thandikulam-Nochchimoddai
area for more than 36 hours under
their centrol, it would not be a surprise
if the guns were seized by them.

Air Vice Marshal (retd.) writing in
the WEEKEND EXPRESS of June
21-22, commented:- "What baffles the
experts is how, In the face of a frontal
assault from two axes by two divi-
sions numbering nearly 20,000
troops, said to be the biggest opera?
tion in this Eelam war, the LTTE, with
less than a thousand cadres was
capable of inflicting so much death
and destrugtion in an area that was
supposed to be heavwily fortified, and
which housed its brigade headquar-
ters, and which was probably the best
datended after Palaly in the North,and
‘was overrun by cadres, whose front-
line troops were "little girls®, as men-
tioned by an injured soldier from his
hospital bed In Colombo |
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War-displaced Tamil family now in jail

n entire Tamil family consist-

A::lg of a 35-year old woman,

er husband and four chil-

dren, displaced fram Kilinochchi and

who came to Colombo with the inten-

tion of starting a new life are now lan-

guishing in jails

In a fundamental rights application

lodged in the High Court of Colombo,

Mrs.Rajanimala Seevaratnam has sub-
mitted the following:

She is being held in the Women's
section of the Welikade jail, along with
two of her younger children, aged four
years and nine months. Her husband
is being kept in the Kalutara jail, and
her elder two children aged 11 years
and 8 years are being detained in a
Salvation Amny home in Borella.

Unable to live any longer in their

family home in Kilinochchi following the
Sri Lankan government offensive, she
and her husband decided to move to
Colombo. On the 21st Movember
1986, they rented out a house in
Mutwal, Colombo, paying a monthly
rent of Rs.5000/- and a 25-month
advance of Rs.12 lakhs. One month
later, on 28 November 1896, they were
all taken into custody by the police
alleging that they were supporters of
the LTTE.

Although she was taken into cus-
tody on 28 November, she was not
produced before the Calombo magis-
trate until January 17, 1997, on which
day she was sent to remand jail. She
was not told what the charges were.
Instead, she was assaulted with S-lon
pipes by pohcemen an the first two
days.

When they asked the woman
owner of the rented house, a
Sinhalese for the refund of the
advance money, she told them that
she would refer the matter to the
C.).D.police. Most of her close relatives
Mrs.Rajanimala said, live in foreign
countries.

Stating that her arrest and deten-
tion was unlawful and illegal, and a
breach of her fundamental rights,
Mrs.Rajanimala has through her
lawyer Paramasivam  Sritharan
appealed to Court to set her free.

When the application was referred
to a 3-member Bench consisting of
Justices Amerasinghe, Ananda
Coomarasamy and Bandaranaike, the
police asked for time to file the answer. «
The Judges crdered time till July 8.

Reuters man in Colombo

will now work
for SL government

chan Samarasinghe, corre-

M spondent of the Reuters

news agency in Colomba is

among five "cornmunication experts”

appointed by the Sri Lankan Ministry of

Foreign Affairs to work as Counsellars

in Sri Lankan missions abroad.

Mr.Samarasinghe has been posted to
Otitawa.

Others who have been appointed
to project "a positive image of Sri
Lanka" and "correct any mispercep-
tions" about the country are
Sugeeswara Senadhira of the WEEK-
END EXPRESS, (Stockholm}, Aruna
Kulatunga, Corporate Communications
Specialist working in Hong Kang
{Londaon), Vipula Wanigasekera, for-
mer Director, Marketing, Ceylon Tourist
Board (New Delhi) and Ms.Rajika
Jayatilleke (Bangkok).

Cuddling couples in park
unnerve the police!

e Vihara Maha Devi Park in
Colombo is a favourite haunt

of romantically inclined young couples
who seek privacy in its sylvan sur-
roundings. But to the paranoic police-
men af the Cinnamen Gardens police
station,that is where danger lurks. A
Colombo newspaper quotes senior
police officers as saying that "there
could be members of the Liberation

Tigers of Tamil Eslam behaving as if
they were carsssing couples®, but in
reality hiding bombs in the bushes!

Reasons why the palice get the jit-
ters are: Nearby Green Path is used
by President Kumaratunga to drive
between her residence and pariament;
2. the office of the Deputy Minister of
Defence "Gen." Ratwatte is located
near by.

U.K. Tamil couple held in Colombo

A;’:imn couple living in U.K. wha had gone to Sri Lanka on 2 visit was
rested in Colombo on June 11 and detained at the Kollupitiya police
station. It was stated that the couple was seen around 5 p.m. on that day near
"Temple Trees" behaving "in a suspicious manner*, the euphemism normally
used by the police to take in any Tamils without any evidence of any guiit.

"Temple Trees" Is the officlal residence of President Ghandrka Bandaranaike|

Kumaratunga.

It Is reported that the pofice was in touch with the Bidtish High Commissmn}
in Colombo to ascertain background information on the couple. Inquiries e
[being mads by a police squad headed by Inspector S.Pathirana of the Kollupltlya

police.
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Another Air
Force plane falls

two-seater Sia Marcheti aircraft of the Sri

nkan Air Force crash-landed in a

paddy field south of Anuradhapura on June 14,

killing the instructor Shanthilal Ratnapala and

seriously injuring the trainee pilot. The plane was
tadly damaged.

The crash was the ninth this year. and the

17th since government resumed hostilities in

April 1995.

France too
offers training

To add to the number of countries offering
arms and training to battie-battered Sri
Lanka, France is the latest. Two Sri Lankan
sailors have been taken on board the French
supply and command vessel, “La Somme" when
the ship called at Calombo recently. Although it
would be a symbolic training lasting 10 days
until the ship touches Djibouti, Sri Lanka has
appealed for more naval recruit training.

Boosting the fast depleting military transport

COLOMEOQ: In an effort to boost its
fast depleting military transport aircraft
fleet, carrying supplies to over 30,000
Srt Lankan troops deployed in the
northern Jaffna Peninsula, Sri Lanka
has entejed into an agreement with a
second private Kazakhstan airline
company to fly more military cargo air-
craft. saya a PTl report.

The declsion was taken after
Llon Air, the only private airline per-
mitted by the Sri Lankan govern-
ment fo operate In domestic sector,
refused to carry mlilitary personnel
and equipment to Jaffna. Lion Air
was operating two AN-32 alrcraft
leased from a Kazakh private com-
pany.

The airline was being used to carry

r

civilians, armymen and supplies to the
peninsula. This was in addition to the
two AN-32 aircraft which the Sri Lankan
Air Force (SLAF) was operating with
flight assistance from Ukrainian pilots.

Till recently, the strategic “air-
bridge," linking Colombo with Jaffna,
went withiout much of problems as Lion
Air flew six aircraft, each one making
saeveral sorties a day. The SLAF too
had seven AN-32s providing the much-
needed air cushion to the army.

Troops in Jaffna totally depended
on both air and sea routes as the cru-
cial land route, the Jaffna highway was
cut off by the LTTE, for which the army
is battling out for over a month to
recapture it.

Sut the alr-bridge came under

severe strain as SLAF, dogged by
poor maintenance of the planes,
lost 22 atreraft in the past two years

which included four AN-32s.
Another AN-32 was grounded for
repairs.

With only two Antanav working
over time, pressure also began build-
ing up on the Lion Air, which was only
the private air line which has cut the
size of its fleet from six to two owing to
pressures from the Kazakhstan gov-
ernment, army sources here said. -

Speculation was also rife that Lion
Air refused to fly military cargo owing
to threats from the LTTE as rebels

-shot two AN-32 of SLAF last year. So

far, none of the Lion aircraft has come
under attack from LTTE.
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A jour-
ney into
exile can be
a perilous
on e
Refugees
often find
themselves
at the
mercy of
human trai-
fickers
whose pri-
mary aim is
to make
money. Like
cattle they
can be
herded into
trucks or
boats, often
unsure of
their desti-
nation and
whether or
not they will
arrive alive.
Others
enlist the
help of
expert forg-
ers, paying
hundreds of
pounds for
false
papers and
then facing
the risk of
being
caught by
immigration
officials
before they
even board
a plane or a
boat.

- for false papers.

Others stmply run for their lives at a
moment's notice, leaving behind fami-
lies and homes as they head towards
an uncertain future.

What is clear is that Western gov-
ernments have made it increasingly
difficult for asylum seekers, pushing
mast of them inte the hands of racke-
teers and smuggiers. There are no
visas or passports issued on the basis
of being a victim of persecution, and a
journey into exile can often begin with
a visit to a “travel agent" where false
papers can be afranged.

It is also a costly business.
According to
some estimates, it
costs around
£5,000 to arrange
for an asylum
seeker to be
smuggled out of
Turkey, and £500

ment.

“The simple fact is that every
single refugee is a direct conse-
quence of a failure of govern-

If each government obeyed its
own laws and honoured the UN

Anton says that he had no choice
but to flee. A student activist for Tami!
rights, he faced arrest by the Sri
Lankan autherities at a time they were
mounting a harsh offensive in the pre-
dominantly Tamil area of Jaffna, in the
north of the Island.

Then, he gays, as splits occurred
between Tamil guerrilla groups, Anton
find himself on the wrong side. Either
way, he says, he would have probably
ended up being killed.

Hiding in a truck, during a time
when Sri Lankan authorities were
rounding up all young Tamils and
accusing them of
being guerrillas,
Anton made it to
the Sri Lankan
capital of
Colombo, a jour-
ney of ' more than
17 hours.

Once there,

These figures can
double if you are
trying to escape
from a country like
Sri Lanka, where
asylum seekers
are faced with

Declaration of Human Rights,
there would be no refugees.

No-one wanls to be a refugee.
People don’t want to be home-
less any more than you do - tor-
tured, murdered, raped, any

he remained in
hiding and only
ventured out to
visit an of the
dozens of "travel
agents*® that have
sprung up in the

longer, more com-
plicated journeys
to the West.

"My famlly
sold everything for my passage
out,” says Anton a Tamil refugee
now living in Londan. "it cost them
almost £8,000 and has left them vir-
tually penniless. [ have not seen my
family for almost eight years; that Is
the hardest part in living in London.
Friends of mine have been kllled;
my mother dled while | was in
England. But | can't go back
because | would be killed.”

wmore than you do....”
{Amnesty International)

city. They arrange
package tours
with a difference.
*The agent takes
carp of every thing. You have to pay
your money upfront and then remain in
the house hs finds for you, waiting for
the papers and the flight eut. There
were 20 of us in a house, all young
men. It was a terrible time. We were
frightened of being caught by the
police and worried about our families.”

During his two months in Colombo,
Anton had no idea which country ha
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would end up in. The agent arrived
one day, with forged papers and told
Anton to prepare for his trip. Anton
was lucky. At least his agent turned
up. Agents, who demand money in
advance, are known to cheat their
clients knowing they have no rights
and are unlikely to complain to the
authorities.

From Colombo, Anton flew to
Bombay, where he was detained and
questioned for around five hours. He
says he was slapped and kicked by
immigration officials and accused of
being a terrorist but was eventually
released, and he continued on the
next stage of his journey.

That took him to the Ethiopian
capital of Addis Ababa. Anton was
met by another agent at the airport
who took him and five others to a
house, where they remained for the
next four weeks. As in Colombo there
rarely ventured out for fear of being
caught by local police as their
Ethiopian visas had expired.

The boredom, the waiting and the
uncertainty is probably the hardest
part of any asylum seeker's journsy.
We didn't know which Eurcpean
country we were going to end up in or
if the agent was going to cheat us”,
says Anton.

it was in the middle of one of the
endless card games that kept the five
young Tamils occupied that the agent
arrived one day, passpoit and airline
ticket in hand. Anton was given an
[talian passpert and told that he was
booked on the next flight out to
London. "*The agent told me not to
warry abotit airport officials at Addis
Ababa because they had been paid.
| was so scared about being stopped,
| couldn't stop sweating and shaking.
My biggest fear was that | would get
caught and sent back to Sri Lanka.”

Anton's tortuous journey, which
took over three months and exacted
its mental and physical toll, is typical
of the experience of many asylum
seekers. Anton eventually made it to
London and applied for political asy-
ium. Therein lies the start of angther
" arduous journey.....

>

A better US role

in Sri Lanka

(The Bosion Globe, May 12, 1997)

he last yeass of the 20th

l century have witnesscd a
skeln of ethnic wars within
established or dissolving states.
Bosnia, Rwanda, and Chechnya
have become synonyms for crimes
against humanity. But another ongo-
ing ethnic bloodletting has escaped
the attention of the global village: the
scampaign of the Sri Lankan govern-
ment to liquidate once and for afl the
'secessionist movement known as
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

It is not easy to apportion blame
for the current warfare. The Tamil
Tigers, whorhave history of vicious
terrorism, resumed fighting after
talks failed in April 1995, providing
the government of President
Chandrika Kumaratunga with a ratio-
nale for invading and occupying the
northern and eastern provinces of
Sri Lanka, where most of the island
nations 21/2 million Tamils live.

But whoever Is at fault for
starting the latest round of vio-
lence, clvilians have been suffer-
ing unimaginable horrors. Half a
mlilion have been displaced. Many
are dying of disease in refugee
camps. At a recent UN human
rights commission

meeting in Geneva, the State
Department iamented the
unsolved disappearances of more
than 700 persons in Jaffna, capital
of the northern province, “and the
slow progress made by the gov-
ernment [n prosecuting securlty,
forces personnel implicated m
human rights abuses.™

If only for the sake of consis-
tency, the United States should do*
more than lament [n diplomatic’
language the kllling, raping and
uprooting of Sri Lankan civillans.
If Washington can sanctlon the
regimes in Burma, Iran and lratﬂ
for their violations of human,
rights, the least It can do for Sri:
Lankans Is to cease American mil-
itary assistance to the Srl Lankan
army. Although limited In scale,
the US assistance has symbolic
significance.

To help end the nightmare in Sri
Lanka, the Clinton administration
should actively support negotiations
between the warring parties, prefer-
ably with a brokering role for an inter-
national third party. The goal should
be a federal constitution permitting
considerable autonomy for the north-
east provinces.

" Eritrea, 4 years after independence

only on its own terms ......

tionalities....

“Traditionally, aid agencies and foreign governments have set their
terms for assistance. Eritrea wants to change the rules. It wants aid

This independent stance has unnerved some aid agencies who are
used to controlling their own projects. Eritrea even tumed down pro-
posed funding from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) as well as
the European Union (EU) because it did not agree with their condi-

-Africa Today-May/June 1997
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Tamil cricket Festival

32 teams partici pafe

lorigus  sunshine Mannar and Jaffna taking part

Gprovided excellent | in the spirit of true
ambiance for a
marvellous sporting event that |

Sportsmanship,
has now become eagerly

From the approach to the

: ground itself one could feel the
awaited amongst the Tamil
papulation in the United

meticulous planning and
) organisation of the event.
Kingdom.
Yes, it was the annual

Young boys smartly dressed in
black and white uniforms guid-
Tamil Cricket and Netball fes-
tival held on the 26th May

ed the cars from the north cir-
cular road roundabout to the
bank holiday at the Wadham specially allocated car parks.
Lodge sports center There was a shuttle bus ser-
Watthamstow.
Twenty four teams repre-

vice taking sportlovers from
senting their old schools par-

the car park to the ground in
| comfort.
ticipated in cricket and eight  Wasim Akram (Rigkt) the evening’s chief guest The ground was well pre-
teams entered the netball pared with allocated marquees
toumament . from all parts of our motherland. for each participating old school, spe-
Batticaloa, Trincomalee, Vavuniya, cial marquee for important guests,

It*was heartening to see school

Before the prize-giving. Nethall champiolts Ch
Costrent are seen in the picture

& 4
5
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Jaffna Central, the champions

children's fun fair, excel-
lent toilet facilities and
most of all the incompa-
rable delight to all Tami!
tastebuds - The Tamil
Eela "Unavagam" (food
stall) was also there to
satisfy the burning
huriger of all those pra-
sent.

Nasser Hussain the
current English Test
Cricket vice captain
adorned the morning
proceedings as the spe-
cial guest. All the young
cricketers were astound-
ed by the charisma and
courtesy with which
Nasser posed for pho- =
tagraphs with them sign-
ing autographs and shaking hands.

The. ppening ceremony brought
sense of pride and a drop of heartfelt
tear to the eye when there was pin
drop silence amongst the thousands
who had gathered to cbserve a minute
silence to salute the brave hrothers
and sisters in our homeland who had
sacrificed their lives to the course of
the nation.

The lady Mayor of Walthamstow
was the guest of honour at the open-
ing ceremony. All the participating
teams lined up under their college
flags which were hoisted by their cap-
lain,s. The players being awarded with

Tamil cricket Festival

- ] a commemo-
rative medal-
lion by their
school presi-
dents helped
by small chil-
dren was a
special touch.

Matches
were keenly
contested and
there were
splendid dis-
plays of crick-
elting and net-
ball talents.

Jaffna

Central who
beat St

Nasser Hussain, English Test cricketer with one of the umpires

John's in the
semifinals and
Jaffnra  Hindu
who beat
Vaddukoddai,
Jaffna College
met in the final.
in a low scoring

match Jaffna
Central set a
modest target

of 42 runs in
their allocated
overs and
Jaffna  Hindu
looked easy

winners when they started their
innings. But the centralists had a strat-
egy of their own, with sharp and
accurate bowling they pulled an
impressive victory. In the final over
requiring six runs to win Jaffna Hindu
could muster only four runs and lost by
the nammowest of margins, ons run!

The netball girls uplifted the spirits
with their wonderful display. Chundikuli
Girls college and llavalai Girls Convent
came through to the finals. Both teams
supported well by eager spectators,
played courageously and with excep-
tional skitl. Chundukuli Girls, champi-
ons of last year, triumphed again with
their years of experience.

The highlight of the day was the
exhibition match between the Tamil
Eelam team and a
Pakistani Invitation
Intarnational team.
The Tamil Eelam
team was reprasiant-
ed by Sanjeevan,
Pratheepan,
Prabaharan,
Prabananthan and
Vijeyanathan who
were selected from
last years competi-
tion and
Shanthikumar and
Sidharthan who are

playing premiere
league cricket in
Canada. The

International team
captained by test
star Rashid Latif

Jaffna Hindu, the finalists
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Tamil cricket Festival

emerged as winners by scoring the
winning run in the last over to reach
the Victory target of 93.

Pakistani test super star Wasim
Akram was the distinguished guest for
the evening proceedings. He delighted
the crowd with his presence.

The awards ceremony was well
arranged with excellent quality trophies
engraved in memory of our fallen
heroes who had dedicated their lives
to the cause of national freedom.

)
A bat was auctioned amongst - -
keen bidders, the attention then tumed . ‘@ !

ghatl inatches fn Progress

p——

to who will take home the lottery prize
of "Vauxhall Astra" which was drawn
with the aid of a new software written
by a Tamil brainchild. The lady luck
tavoured a lady winner as the car went
to her under the watchful supervision
of a Vauxhall representative.

The grand finale was a tremendbus
firework display. In all more than six
thousand spectators were treated
with an exceptignal day'gv;;am leav-
ing everyone yearning for the next

years event.
- Anandan
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Tamil Cricket Festival

A Journsy INrougr fciil

The sun came outin ts sple  TAMIL INTELLECTUALS COME TO THE FORE

dour to cast its warm mantie

an a throng of Tamil peaple he Tamil Cricket festival held at the Wadham Lodge Sports Center on the

in its thousands and their Asian and barik holiday Monday of May 26th was memorable for not only the success

English friends, who had wended their of the tournament as a whole, but also for the technological exploits of young Tamil
intellectuals.

It's not often that these tournaments feature tully integrated and computerised
scoring systems. This tournament could, however, be proud of having such facil-
ity at its disposal and executed it with perfection. The scores from every single
match played in the tournament was processed on to this software package which
was especially designed for the occasion by young Tamil experts who had com-
mitted a lot of time and effort towards the project. The package was designed in
such a way that it would encapture the statistics of all the players taking part in
the tournament. The overall aim of the system was to enable the organisers to
select the putstanding performers of the tournament. It made it easier for the
arganisers to select the best Batsman, Bowler and Player of the toumament on a
day when there were a number of high quality performers.

Another area on the day where the technological benefits werg exploited 10 its
full extent was seen in the draw for the Raffie lottery. For the firsttime in a public
event such as this, the draw was conducted by a computer. As thousands of s|
tators sat Bround in a semi circle and watched in amazement, the event unfolded
with the computer selecting and displaying the winning number. However, there
were many disappointed faces as they realised that the winning number displayed
in large print did not belong to them. The one lucky winner was not at the ground
to pick up her £10,000 worth car there and then. Overall, this was a memorable
day for all those who were there. - Rahulan

so it might also be claimed In our folk-
lore of the future @ the battles of
Eelam were won our piaying fields
wheare our esprit de corps and our
resilience were forged.

TEEDOR (Tamil Eelam Economic
Development and Research
Organisalion) joinad in this festival

by staging an exhibition of the
Arts, Culture and Lifestyle of the
people of Tamil Eelam. It was
primarily intended to portray to
our children a flavour of the
inestimabie quahty of oug.histo-

way 1o the second annua! Eelam Tamil
Cricket Festival whichh was held on
bark holiday Monday, 26th May 1997
at the Wadham Lodge Sports centre
in London. The teams from the alum-
ni of Eelam Tamil Colleges competed
for sporting honours with great /g
verve and distinction but always in /f

raderie and portsmanship. The
spectatq('s were feted with tradi-
tional and delicious Tamil food{
and snacks that made most
Epicureans among them remi- ry. heritage, tradition and home-
nisce about their mother's cook- land which i their birthright and
ing and their sylvan village set- ‘- - which is theirs in trust to pass on
tings. Such splendid memories of / to future generations.

the past were tragically inter- ¥ The exhibition marquee was
spersed all too often by the shared et up 'M sections which represent-
b . /= taciau whero Tamil chiren
. acted cameo parts in the practice and
.S'"hal.a HRe 2 ment Uponious peoplf? performance of the Hindu, Christian
tn our iomeland. It is sad metaphori- and Muslim reiigions which are firmly
cally, that the ba_ttles_of Ehgland weis rooted amongst our peopie. There
won on the playing fields of Eton and =
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- ;
also very evocative cameo parts
piayed by small children depicting the

- | ; 3

L

gt 4

Hitanyg the warer pas: Fn garge'lo cotleet fithes Jor
- EEDOR

Tamil Cricket Festival

quintessential
gualities of Tamil
' s Motherhood,

cradling their babies
in their arms, scrap-

¥ ing coconuts, grind-
8 ing chillies,
¢ being

and
'mother’
(indefinably  so).
Outside the house,
cther children
played their parts
another  tableau
showing fathers and
older brothers and
sisters at work
drawing water from
the well, irrigating
their land and chop-
ping firewood. |t

The much-patmnise Tamil Eclam canteen p;bvided many traditional Tamil delicacies

was indeed a microcosm of family life
in Tamil Eelam and there were long
queues of people waiting patiently out-
side the margquee to be taken on this
sentimental odyssey through their
horneland.

Most of the visitors complimented
the organisers on the excellence of the
exhibition and many requested that
such 'jouneys' reflecting the sights and -
scunds of the culture, history ana;.
lifestyle of Tamil Eelam should contin-
ue to be developed and produced for
the benefit of the Tami! Diaspora, spe-
cially for our young who may not be
that familiar with the rich tapestry of
our proud traditions and heritage.

- Ivan

-
A
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Sri Lanka: Three
Works of Fiction

Introduction

iven the Intensity of

Gexperlence In Sri Lanka

o over decades of conflict
involving tens of millions of people,
and from the high level of literary
culture of many driven into exile by
that conflict, it was only a matter of
time before signlificant works of fic-
tion appeared in English deplcting
the lives and struggles of people on
the island. Within two years there
have been three critically acclalmed
novels.

As a western reader 1 must say
from the outset that | am grateful to
the many Insights that each of these
books offer. And | belleve that world
literature benefits for these voices
from 'the Third World'. That these are
mirrors onto a reality has a special
meaning, for that reallty is other-
wise unreported, the truth has been

blocked off. Because factual docu-
mentary reporting of the conflict is
prevented, these works carry the
responsibilities ot witness.

The Chilean playwright and navei-
ist Ariel Dorfman, whose play Widows
about disappearances recently toured
Britain, wrote of his empathy with a fet-
low playwridht:

'struggling with the same demons
of expression, confronting ways in
which politics and imagination inter-
sect, how to depict suffering and
repression without sinking into hope-
lessness, how io be colloquial und
simultaneously mythical. how to show
human resistance and resilience with-
out bemng propagandistic ur doctri-
naire, how o recognise that ve huve
the enemy inside and the best people
- are capable of the must terrible things’

Reviewed by

Andy Higginbottom

These three books are works of
fiction, and yet each In Its own way
confronts 'ways In which politics
and imagination Intersect'. What
comes of this confrontation?

The story
is told in the
first person by
Triton, who is
placed as a
servant while
still a boy. 'l
was 11 eleven
years old. It
was 1962: the
year of the
bungled
coup'.

Gunesakera paints with a limitea
naiette, describing the bay's feelings
and activities arcund the house.

= . pifect 1s claustrophobic. we are
Jscoverng a confined space dealing
it reflections of reahty in the outside
world.

Triton reveres his master Mister
Salgado. Salgado, 'a product of mod-
ern feudalism’, doesn't seem io do
very much. Salgado's passion for
oceanography and the life of polyps
enlivens a rather lonely bachelordom.
His pet thesis is that the reef is fast
disappearing, "It has survived aeons,
but even a small change in the imme-
diate enviconment - even su if you pee
on the reef - could kill it. Then the
whole thing wili go. And i the structure
s destroyed. the sea wil! rush in. The
sand wili go. The beach will disappear.
That is my hypothesis. You see. 115
only the skin of the reef that is alive. It
= real flesh: '/mmortal Self-renewing.”

RE

Mister Salgado threw up his hands,
"But who cares?™.

s it only the reef that stands an the
brink of disaster ?

Through meeting Miss Niti,
Salgado acquires a social life, yet it is
one of desperate hedonism. His sci-
ence lies forgoftten, and his project
work to save the reef degenerates.
Progress is halted. The political
upheaval impinges through a charac-
ter that is hard to fathom out,
Wijetunga Mister Salgado's assistant,
who suddenly biurts out his credo. i-g'i'
gripped my shoulder hard. "You know,
brother, our country really needs to be
cleansed. radically. There is no alter-
native. We have to destroy in order to
create. Understand? Like the sea.
Whatever it destroys it uses 1o grow
something better.” This is the JVP.

Gunesekera uses other devices to
portray the sense of a world about 1o
be smashed apart. For example, the
¢hlling story of the prince sent out to
coltect a thousand bleeding uttle fin-
gers in a garland'. And yet we are still
in Salgado's special separate world,
inside the reef, about to be swept
away. The ocean approaches and yet
we do not understand it. When the
waves of violence, ugly anti-Tamil vio-
lence crash down, they are reported
from a safe distance.

The book ends wistfully in exile.
Somehow we have never escaped the
feeling of being one removed from the
realities of fife. A communist Sinhalese
friend is sharp in his criticism of this
book, he calls it The Guardian view of
what Sri Lanka should have been like.
A civil society, but one that in reality
was completely insensitive fo the suf-
“arings on which its own privieged
existence was based.
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Funny Boy

Funny Boy is by far the noblest
of the three naovels. It too is narrat-
ed In the first person, but this time
the reader [s carried with much
greater convietion that this is truly
autobio-
graphical.
The author |
S hyam
Selvadural §
has an
Intense sen-
sitivity that
runs deep §
and true -
throwling
llght on the
whole socl- |
ety.

Arjie  is
barn into a
rich Tamil family in Colombo. From the
age of 7 he getls teased for being a
'girlie boy'. Whils Arjie is comfortable
with this (in fact he far prefers playing
wedding games with the girls than
cricket with the boys, especially if he
gets to be the bride) it did not take long
for.his father to lakel him the 'funny
boy'. Arjie becomes excluded from all
the games, 'And then there would be
the loneliness. | would be caught
between the boys and the girls worlds,
not belenging or wanted in either'.

Arfie's oppression as a gay boy
drew him into the adult confidence of
his young Radha Aunty and his moth-
er. What we have here is at first site a
domestic setting similar to Reef. But
tha strength of Arjie's friendships and
his honesty takes us to the essence of
Sri Lanka very quickly.

Radha Aunty is falling in love with
Anil, a young Sinhalese man. This
draws fierce opposition from both sets
of parents. Arjie's great grandfather
was killed in the racist pogrom in 1958.
'From then on | began to listen care-
fully to the conversation of the adults
to discover more about the quarrels
between the Sinhalese and the Tigers
... there was a group in Jaffna called
the Tamil Tigers. They wanted a sep-
arate country and the Sinhalese were
very angry about this'. Radha is sent

T

north to Jaffna to 'cool off, but on the
retum journey she too is attacked and
badly beaten by two Sinhalese men...
She can no longer see Anil in the
same way.

As Arjie is growing up, the story
engages a stage at a time into a deep-
er and more troubling facet of the war.
His mother 'Amma’, Nalini renews her
loving friendship with Uncle Daryl, a
Burgher who works as a reporter for
an Australian paper. He says he can
understand why young Tamils join the
Tigers and tells of the army's toriure.
The two arque. Daryl leaves for Jafina,
he is there when the police burn down
the Library destroying 85,000 books.
He disappears. Nalini tries to find out
what has happened, the Colombo
police threaten her off. Then Uncle
Daryl's dead body is found. Nalini tells
her sister "He didn't die by drowning.
You know that. He was killed, then
thrown into the sea". Amma urges an
eminent QC tp try and pursue the
truth. "Let it rest, child®, he tells her it is
too dangerous. The family phone is
tapped, 't was strange and frightening
to hear that click. | was reminded of
the time a large family of rats lived in
our house and we were naver sure
where they were hiding, from which
cupboard or drawer they would jump
outatus ...

This is a family of rich Tamils.
Father does businass and is opening
a hotel, but this is attacked by the
racists. Son goes to an elite private
school and forrs his first homosaxual
relationship with Shehan. Together
they mzke a brave stand for friendship,
bringing down the traditicnally minded
Tamif headmaster. But the conse-
quence is 1o let in a radical Sinhalese
new broom. Have the two friends done
the right thing?

This is a family of rich Tamils .
Their choices get narrowed turn by
turn, and in the end they find them-
selves forced to consider emigration.
The last chapter of the baok is entitled
Riot Journal: An Epilogue which details
the family’s experiences in the racist
pogroms of July 1983, they leave the
following month. One is left thinking of
all those who could not leave.,

When Memory Dies

Sivanandan first arrived In
Britain as a refugee escaping the
pogroms in 1958. Through decades
of essay wrlting he has become an
influential figure In what little pass-
es for a socialist intelligentsia in
Britain. The Independent describes
him as 'ene of the few political writ-
ers who really matter In this coun-
try'. The Observer's praise rose yet
higher, 'As
director of
the Institute
of Race
Relations in
London and
the editor of {
Its Journal,
Race and
Class, for
nearly 30
years,|
Ambalvaner §
Sivanandan §
has time
and again
demonstrated a presclence, origl-
nality and subtlety that have long
been all too rare on the intellectual
left.’

Praise for Sivanandan's first novel
has been similarly unstinting. The
Observer reviewer evoked comparison
with Tolstoy. The New Internationalist
awarded it 5 stars for entertainment
and & stars for politics. Indeed, When
Memory Dies follows that line where
'politics and imagination intersect'.
Clever and well written, it is the mature
work of an experienced political
thinker. Sivanandan strives to put
together a broad historical narrative
covering the major part of the 20th
century in Sri Lanka, to collect and
articulate the threads of memory. In
fact When Memory Digs repeats many
themes he has already raised - see
especially Sri Lanka: A Case Study
and The Heart is Where The Battle Is,
both published in Communities of
Resistance. In the novel, it is
Sivanandan's politics that live through
the imagined characters. That is its
strength and, in the end, its shortcom-

ing.
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The novel is a substantial work of
just over 400 pages, split into three
'books'. The first book is imbued with
an optimism, the second tells of trust
breaking down and the descent into
racist communal violence. And the
third about the search for a new way,
riven with painful adjustments and
confrontations.

Each book speaks with a ditler-
ent inner voice, yet all the time
drawing us on and into the heart of
the conflict. This is the talent of
Sivanandan as a writer of fiction to
give us this. Two themes run over
and through each other, over and
over again. How does each genera-
tion inherit and build on the memo-
rfes of the last? And how do Tamils
and Sinhalese live through their
lives with each other?

Book One

From a Jaffna village to
Colombo

.Saha is a gifted Tamil youngster
who comes from his village in the north
to Colombo for his education. He joins
the fringes of polifical opposition move-
ments against the bosses and against
tfe British colonial regime. Saha and
his half-brother Para are introduced to
socialism by S.W., a self-taught railway
worker. This is the 1920s, the centre of
gravity of the progressive movement is
with the emergent working class in
Colombo. S.W.'s own son-nephew
Tissa is playing a leading role in the
newly formed Ceylon Labour Union.
The figtion weaves around the true his-
tarical figure of Goonesinha, whose
Messianic trade unionism turned,
through the good offices of the British
Labour Party, into a dirty deal with the
colonial regime. Goonesinha's betray-
al of the nationai cause is captured by
his refusal to stand for independenrce
alongside the Indian Congress lead-
ers. And this fatal division comes out at
a human tevel by the union's refusal to
back a Tamil worker who is then
deported. These are deadly seeds of
self—des,lruciion. :

This book ends with the murder of
a young Tamil at the hands of the
British colonial palice, and the defeat
of the tramworkers strike in 1929.
Hope, for the time being, has been
destroyed

Book Two

The Second Generation

The second book is for the second
generation. Covering the period from
1930 to 1958, Sivanandan vividly
charts the contradictions and limita-
tions in the post colonial settlement,
and its corruption by Sinhalese politi-
cians into a vicious ethnic 'democracy’.
Saha has become a postmaster in the
government service, and his tamity is
able to accompany him to Kandy and
Nuwara Eliya in the hills. We see con-
flicts within the Tamils, between Saha
and his wife's bourgeois family;
between the cfuel overseers and the
coolies on the plantations. Saha is all
the time drawn back to the village, and
Rajan his eldest son shares this sense
of belonging, 'It had the feel of a real
homecoming, not like going home to
my parents but like bringing my home
home'.

We foliow Rajan through the school
system to university, and then back to
school as a teacher.

Education is a battleground of
forces competing to shape the new
generation. At the village schoo! chil-
dren of the plantation workers have 1o
drop out, their parents cannot afford it.
At the Catholic schools in Colombo
Rajan hits religious and ethnic dis-
crimination. The history and literature
he learns is not that of his own people,
but that of the British ruling class. And
yet in English literature his love of
poetry is awakened.

Like his father before, Rajan hov-
ers on the edges of political commit-
ment. His friends are involved in the
hartal, a general stoppage of work
against the UNP government's cuts in
food subsidies and school meals. The
government is forced onto the defen-
sive, and even has to meet on ship in
the harbour for its own safety. This is

a crucial turning point. The Sinhala rul-
ing establishrgent unleashes a
counter-offensive, a sustained mobili-
sation to completely supplant any
potential solidarity between the
oppressed classes with communal
sectarianism.

Through Lal, and his sister Lali,
who are principled Sinhalese social-
ists, Rajan learns that the left wing
LSSP party is about to succumb to the
poison of communalism, as & means
to securing seats in Pariiament. Lal is
fighting against this from within the
LSSP, *you know what they are trying
to do now... what they were talking
about at the meeting today? About
defeating the UNP at the next election.
And you know how? By entering a no-
contest pact with Banda and his patri-
ots. And you know what that means?
Communal politics again. There will be
no Sinhalese in Parliament standing
up for the Tamils now". *

it was 1956. By playing the anti-
Tamil card the SLFP swept into power,
with the help of the LSSP and the CP,
1outbidding the UNP with their promise
to make Sinhala the language of the
state in twenty-four hours, and out-
flanking them with their promise 1o
make Buddhism the state religion. Lal
was desolate. "We are dead, Rajan."
he wrote.* Socialism is dead; the only
decent thing in our lives is dead. We'll
no longer be fighting injustice but each
other ... Language and religion: Banda
has found the perfect formula for a
ready-made majority. God knows
what'll happen next."

Lali and Rajan have a laving mar-
riage. But as the communal incitement
increases it bears down upon them
with ever greater foreboding. She is
the stronger pariner and organises
amongst the poor, but the incitement is
reaching a crescendo ... The story
leads to a terrible and dramatic climax
- Lali's slaughter at the hands of
Sinhalese racists.

The ending of the second book
is the fulcrum of the novel as a
whole. The Sinhala chauvinists have
been whipped up into such a frenzy
that normal personal relations
between Sinhala and Tamil are no
longer possible. What next?
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Book Three

“The Boys” in Jaffna

So to the third book. It is 1975.
Vijay is a 21 year old student, he is
Lali's son. Rajan his father now lives
away, heartbroken in England. Vijay
has been in the People's Liberation
Front (PLF - JVP). Vijay - 'a Tamil, and
a Sinhalese, and a bastard' - is far from
chauvinist. But the PLF is, believing that
all Tamils were a fifth column for ‘Indian
expansionism'. The nationalised tea
plantations are being braken up, and
the Tamil workers' families thrown out of
the country. Vijay returns early to his
university in Peradeniya, in the heart of
the plantation country, but the students
had already ejected him from the pres-
idency of the union for his Tamil con-
nection, and he cannot get the demor-
alised leclurers to do anything. Vijay
begins to fall in love with Meena,
daughter of a Tamil plantation worker,
but she cannot marry him. The pain of
racism is beyond endurance. Rajan
writes to Vijay: ™I cannot bear the peo-
ple who murdered my wife. | cannot
bear the paliticians and the priests who
solicited it, | cannot bear the intellectu-
als who connived at it with their
silence™,

Except it was worse. Whether on
the radio or in the schools, most intel-
lecluals were by now actively conniving
with Sinhala racism. Vijay marries
Manel, but she too is taken in by the
broad sweep of racist propaganda.
Vijay works with a group of teachers
fighting for children's right to non-racial
education. He discovers that they have
been issuing an underground newspa-
per The Citizeri and are trying to set up
an organisation. Their organiser reports
that the key point of resistance is now
coming from the youth, 'The Boys', in
Jaffna:

""They are not fighting out of theory,
but of necessity ... They have nothing and
they have grown up having nothing, a
whole generation of them. And they see
even the linle they have to make something
of their lives with, like education, being
taken away from them.” Sarath's face was
black with anger and contorted with the
effort to get his words out. "They po to

college to find their language taken away
Jrom them, they sit exams to find the pass
mark’s higher for them, they go for jobs
and finally get the message: sorry, no
Tamils. That is when they pick up the

gun.

Vijay goes to Jaffna to make con-
tact. He does through Yogi, and with his
own great uncle Para who explains
what is happening, just as he had
before with Lali, "a whole new genera-
tion has been pushed back on the land
because there's no other outlet for
them. Your government has closed
down all the options. No jobs, no high-
er education ... the British took away
their past, the Sinhalese took away their
future. All they have is the present. And
that makes them dangerous®.

On to 1983. Vijay and his comrades
in the south are doing everything they
can fo resist the racist tide. On the night
of the referendum - the vote to give
away the right to vote - he is abducted
and taken into police interrogation. In
Welikade prison he witnesses the mas-
sacre of Tamils. Even then Manel does
not believe him, In the end they part.

There is no respite from state spon-
sored terror for the Tamils, who are
heading to Jaffna for refuge. In the
meantime Sivanandan portrays the
Tigers as hardening, inured to violence
and all tco ready to use the gun to dis-
pense with palitical opponents. This
message comes from the pen of
respected Uncle Para,

"Everyone locked to him [Yogi] to
bring peace between the factions and
stop their murderous in-fighting. Without
his intervention, my grandson Ravi,
Commander Ravi they call him, grows
harder. They say he kills on principle.
On principle. They have all grown old
before their time, our boys, all grown
old. They trust only the gun and the
cyanide capsule they carry around
there necks. Isn't that terrible, that they
cannot trust even themselves? What
hope for Eelam now?*

The novel ends in horror. Vijay and
Meena travel to Jaffna, and Vijay is
killed in cold blood at his cousin Ravi's
hand. Cradling Vijay in her arms,
Meena looks up at Ravi: "You have
killed the only decent thing left in this
land”, she said with a terrible dignity,

"We'll never be whole again™.

Assessing Slvanandan's contri-
bution

‘The intelligentsia wants to be
deceived; the main thing is that the: lie
should be in cultured packaging.'
Ludmita Bulavka, Russian film critic.

With the death of Vijay at hands
of the Tigers the integrity of the
whole work breaks down. Each of
the three books in the novel ends In
death. And yet from this last murder
no prospect of renewal is offered,
pessimism relgns. VijJay has been
killed, hope has been killed, memory
has been killed. For Sivanandan
memory has dled In Sri Lanka, and Is
only preserved through Its asticula-
tion in exile. But the truth is memory
ol the oppression has not died, it
lives on In the liberation struggle for
Tamil Eelam.

Another Sinhala communist friend
puts it like this: %

'Using the freedom that fiction pro-
vides, Sivanandan gives numerous
flashes of brilliant insight into Sinhala
racism against Tamil people. In fact,
despite the fact that Sivanandan him-
self is a Tamil, it is in the description of
Sinhala society that he excels. He
describes well the opportunism, treach-
ery and the descent to the lowest form
of populist racism of every Sinhala polit-
ical farce through his namative. He even
alludes to some of the economic pres-
sures that strengthen Sinhala racism.
However, his description of the devel-
opment of Tamil resistance to this
racism is very flat and empty. He has
virtually nothing on the various stages
of the Tamil political resistance ending
in armed struggle. His political argu-
ments against the Tamil Tigers are just
innuendo, although sometimes he
descends into repeating crass anti-
Tamil propaganda emanating from
Sinhala politicians.'

'He Is not clear about what he is
opposed to in the Liberation strug-
gle. He does not appear to oppose
the call for an independent Eelam -
he knows well enough that it Is
Sinhata treachery that has pushed
the Tamils to demand Iindependence.
Although he does not express it
clearly, he seems to veer towards a
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stralned pacifism. Sivanandan's
position is somewhat llke a rellgion
in the sense that Marx put it, “it is
the sigh of the oppressed, the heart
in a heartless world" - in this sense
Sivanandan's idealism Is akin to rell-
gious {deallsm.'

There comes a point when sophisti-
caticn is not enough and a break-
through has to be made, birth has to
take place, even if it is painful. The
LTTE have found the way forward for
the Tamil people - a profound process
of revolutionary creation. The transition
fram armed resistance to peoples war
could not have taken place without a
simultaneous revalution in social rela-
tions. And yet in When Memaory Dies
there is no indication of the deep social
revolution that is taking plage in Tamil
society, epitomised for instance by the
role of women in the struggte.

Where was Race and
Class after 19897

Worse than that, Sivanandan
opens the door to the prejudicial
attacks on the LTTE so characteris-
tic of western commentators. David
Rose, The Observer's reviewer, wrote
of the novel that 'it does not back
chimerical political winners; instead
It charis the descent of the Tigers
lnto mindless gangsterism'!

Sivanandan has to take political
responsibility for hls work. He does
not have to forfelt his apparent but
unspecified cifticisms of the LTTE to
recognise that the movement which
Is the de facto leadership of the
Tamil people should have the right of
reply to such filth. Since 1989 Race
and Class hias not published any fac-
tual reporting of the Taml! liberation
war, why not start now with the doc-
uments of the LTTE?

Perhaps there is more to the anala-
gy between Sivanandan and Tolstoy
than might appesy. It was Tolstoy who
postulated the theory of non-resistance
to evil. In ‘Leo Tolstay as the Mirror of
the Russian Revolution' written in 1908,
on the occasion of Tolstoy'’s 80th birth-
day celebrations V.I. Lenin wiote:

To identify the great artist with the
. revolution which he has obviously faited
1o understand, and from which he obvi-

ously remains aloof, may at first sight
seem sirange and artificial. A mirror
which does not reflect things correcily
could hardly be called a mirror. Our rev-
olution, however, is an extremely com-
plicated thing. Among the mass of
those who are directly making and par-
ticipating in it there are many social ele-
menis which have obviously not under-
stood what is taking place and which
also stand aloof from the real historical
facts with which the course of events
has confronted them, And if we have
before us a really great artist, he must
reflect in his work at least some of the
essential aspects of the revolution...”

'The contradictions in Tolstoy's
works, views, doctrings, in his school,
are indeed glaring... On the one hand,
merciless criticism of capitalist exploita-
tian, exposure of government outrages,
the farcical courts and the state admin-
istration, and unmasking of the pro-
found contradictions between the
growth of wealth and achievements of
civilisation and the growth of poverty,
degradation and misery among the
working masses. On the other, the
crackpot preaching of submission,
*resist not evil® with violence...'

'"That Tolstoy, ewing to these con-
tradictions, could nof possibly under-
stand eijther the warking class move-
ment and its role in the struggle for
socialism, or the Russian revolution,
goes without saying. But the contradic-
tions in Tolstoy's views and doctrines
are not accidental; they express the
contradictory conditions of Russian life
in the last third of the nineteenth centu-

Iy.

And so Sivanandan's skills as a
writer obscure the weakness of his
underlying political pasition. it is fuli
of critique, it recognises the seeds of
revolution but lacks revelutionary
guts. The point at which
Sivanandan's account is subjective-
ly exhausted Is the very point at
which revolutionary politics objec-
tively began. He protests against the
deepening injusiices of the post-
colonial state, he is against Intoler-
ance, violence and oppression. And
yet, in the end, he s unable to dis-
finguish between the violence of the
oppressor and that of the
oppressed. Furthermore his political

sotl belongs in an earller period. He
has become distant and aloof from
the leadership of the struggle today.
In short, Sivanandan Is a latter day
Tolstoyan.

£ 0k %k ¥ &

Can Fiction help where the
news media has failed?

The major western powers and
the world news media Industry
practise a near total information
blockade on the war in Sri Lanka,
at least as that war is experienced
by ordinary people. What [ittle is
broadcast or written is the product
of cynical news management.

There* Is thus a certaln
inevitability that the only way the
truth, or at least a partial reflection
of the true horrors of the gepocide, -
would reach a wider audien
would be through fictional forms.
At least In the area of fiction there
is no longer a total blockade. And
yet this fictional form is still dis-
torting many essential truths of the
Tamil liberation war. Heaven forbid
that the publishers should assist
those voices yet to be heard, those
from inside the struggle. The west-
ern media stil] denies this revolu-
tionary voice from the people.

Now that it has been breached,
the information blockade has to be
opened up. [t is up to us to create
the means for these new voices of
liberation to be heard.

When Memory Dies by A.E
Sivanandan. £9.99 published by
Arcadia Books 1997 ISBN 1-
900850-01-X.

Reef by  Romesh
Gunesekera. £5.99 published by,
Granta Books 1994 ISBN 0-1 4-!
014030-1.

Fonny Boy by Shyam
Selvadurai. £6.99 published by,
Vintage 1995 ISBN O- ¢
945921-3. o
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The Tamils in Sri Lanka:

When did they arrive? - 11

Continued from previous issie..

would like to quate Paul E Pieris
Ifurther in this context. “Long
before the arrival of Vijaya, there
were in Lanka five recognised
isvarams of Siva which claimed and
received adoration of all India. These
were Tiruketeeswaram near Mahatitha;
Munneswaram dominating Salawatta
and the pearl fishery; Tondeswaram
near Mantota; Tirukoneswaram near
the great bay of Kottiyar and
Nakuleswaram near Kankesanthurai.
Their situation close to these poris
cannot be the resuit of accident or
caprice and was probably determined
by the concourse of a wealthy mer-
cantile population whose religious
wants called for attention.” (JRAS(CB)
No.70 pp 17-18)

Going back to the Naga capital of
Kadiramalai, S Arumugam {(More
Hindu Temples of Sri Lanka p.70) says
that the name Kadiramalai was made
up of 'Kadiran' {he who holds the lance
or, Vel) and malai ( from where he
bestows his grace to his devotees).
Centuries after the fall of the Naga
kingdom it came o be referred tc as
Kandiragoda and later Kandergoda
becoming Kandercude under the
Portuguese and Kantaredai under the
Dutch.

Rasanayagam says that recent (he
was wiiting this in 1926) excavations in
Kantarodai have led to the discovery of
very ancient Indian coins -called
Puranas in that locality. These coins
were in use at a period anterior to
S00BC.

Mantai, referred to =arlier as the
commercial centre of the Naga kings
had, an even more ancient history. It
was a town of remote antiquity and
was the place of origin of five classes
of artisans wnder their chief
Visvakarma. These were:-

by
Charles Somasundrum

Nakuleswaram Temple, at
Keerimalai in the north, one
of the four ancient
“Iswarams”. Once destroyed
by the Portuguese invaders in
the 16th century, now bombed
by Sinhala forces in 1990.

These artisans were referred to as
‘Devakannis'.  And, according to
Rasanayagam, in all probability
belonged to the Naga tribe of Oviyar
{Ophir of the Bible) who ruled at
Mantai in ancient times.

To digress slightly here, according
to the Christian Bible, a thousand
years before the Christian era in the
time of King Solomon ".....the fleet of
Hiram which brought gold from Ophir,
brought from Ophir a very great
amount of almug wood and precious
stones.” (I Kings Chap.X, v.11). The
Bible goes on to say that all*king
Solomans's drinking vessels were of &l
pure gold "..... for the king had a fleet
of ships of Tarshish at sea with the
fleet of Hiram. Once every three years
the fleet of ships of Tarshish used to
come bringing gold, silver, ivary, apes
and peacocks.” {I Kings ChapX, v.22).
According to Rasanayagam, Ophir
was the country of the Oviyar referred
to earlier and Tarshish its port. This
word, he contends, ".... must have
been borrowed in the same manner as
the Hebrew words for ivory, apes aghil
and peacocks - ibha, kapi, ahalim and
tukeyim respectively, which are iden-
tical with their Tami! names ipam, kapi,
aghil and Tokai."

{Ancient Jaffna - Chaplli, pp.
88/89). He goes on to say that in the
same manner, the Greek traders car-
ried away rice, ginger and cinnamon
known by the Tamils as Arisi, inchiver
and karuva. These led to the Tamil

contribution

1. Manu Kollar {(Blacksmiths) to the Greek
2pieva Tachchar (Carpenters) vocabulary of
the words
3. Tavashta Kapnar (brass-founders) oryza, gin-
4. Silpa Sirpi(Masons; Stooe cutters; gibe.r and

Scunlptors; Architects; Image karpion.
"The

makers and Painters)

power and

5. YVisvanna

{Goldsmiths)

greatness of
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these artisan rulers can be gauged
when it i known that the earliest
Yakka kings of Ceylon found their
wives among them. .......... Mandodari,
the chaste wife of Ravana, the hero of
the Ramayana, was the daughter of
Maya, who not only presented his son-
in-law with an invincible weapon but
also built for him the beautiful city of
Lankapura® - (Rasanayagam Chap.l
pp.15/16).

The existence of ancient ruins at
Mantai and the farnous Giants Tank
near it, are clear signs of an immense
population advanced in agriculture.
This tank is not mentioned in any of
the Sinhala Buddhist chronicles as
having been built by any of the kings
ruling after Vijaya. -

Rasanayagam says (Ancient
Jafina Chap. i p.83), "The proof of
this prosperity is the existence of a
large number of ruins along the
western coast, commencing from
Munneswaram In Chilaw, a temple
mentioned in the Ramayanha as one,
at which Rama worshlpped during
his invasion of Lanka, and extend-
Ing northward through the districts
of Puttalam, Ponparlpu {golden
plains}, Nanattan, Musall, Matota,
Vadattaltivu, Pallavaraayankattu,
Punakari, Kalmunai and Jaffna. The
ditapidated temples at
Mun.neswaram, Udappu, Karativu,

3
Segarajasekaran

1. Kanagasuriya 1467 AD
202 Parajasekaran © 1478 AD
3. Sankili Segarajasekaran 1519AD
4. Puvi Raja Pandaram Pararajasekacan - 1561 AD
5. Kachi Nayinar (usurper) Parajasekaran circa 1565 AD
6. Periya Pulle Segarajasekaran circa 1570 AD
7. Puviraja Pandaram Parajasingham circa 1582 AD
8. Hendarmana Cinga =~ Parajasekaran 1591 AD

{Edixmana Singha)

9.* The three year old son of Hendarmana Cinga under the Regency of

1. Arasakesari (brother of Hendarmana Cinga)

1615 AD

2. Sankili Kumara (nephew of Hendarmana Cingha) 1617 AD
who had Arasakesari assasinated and took over the Regency himself.

and finally
10. Philip de Olivera

Kallar, Matota and Arasapuram
clearly prove that the people were
Hindus.”

In the 8th century AD king Ugra
Singan, of the Kalinga dynasty, shift-
ed his capital from Kadiramalai to
Singai Nagar on the north-east coast
of Nagadipa where the present day
town of Vallipuram stands near Point
Pedro. His kingdom not only included
the northern part of Ceylan but the
island of Ramesvaram as well. Singai
Nagar rapidly developed social and
cammercial contacts with the
Cholamandalam (a name corrupted,

1. Vijaya Kulankai Segarafasekaran circa 1210AD
{(Kalingha Magha)

2. Kulasekara Pargjasekaran cirea 1246 AD

3. Kulottunga Segarajasekaran circa 1256 AD

4. Vikrama Parajasekaran circa 1279 AD

5. Varotaya Segarajasekaran circa 1302 AD

6. Martanda Parajasekaran circa 1325 AD

7. Gunapushana Separajasekaran circa 1348 AD

8. Virotaya Parajasckaran cirea 1371 AD

9. Jayavira Separajasekaran cirea 1394 or 1380 AD
10. Gunavira Parajasekaran circa 1417 or 1410 AD
11. Kanagasuriya Sepgarajasekaran circa 1440

12. Senpahap Perumal Bhovaneka Bahu circa 1450

n calling themselves by the afternate names of Parajasekaran and
Segarajasekaran the Arya Chakravartis were following the custom then
prevalent among the kings of the Chola, Pandya and Sinhala dynasties.

x

Portugnese Governor X

1620 AD

by the English, to Coromandel) coast
of southern India. Ptolemy refers to
Singai Nagar as Anoubingara. e

From the 9th century to the first
half of the 11th century not much was
known of the kings of Singai Nagar
apart from the fact that they were
feudatories to the Chola king. From
the 12th century onwards up to the
conquest of Senpahap Perumal these
kings were known as Arya
Chakravartis. The list of Arya
Chakravartis reads :seo table

Kanagasuriya was overthrown by
Senpahap Perumal (the son of an
Indian Panikan by a Sinhala lady) who
was the adoptive son of the Sinhala
king Parakarama Bahu VI and was
known as Sappumal Kumaraya by the
Sinhalas. Senpahap Perumal razed
the Naga city of Singai Nagar to the
ground and built himself a new city in
Nullur from where he ruled as
Bhuvaneka Bahu. Senpahap Perurnal
or Bhuvaneka Bahu as he was now
known, was a Hindu but showed tol-
erance towards the Buddhists of whom
there were a large number in his hew
kingdom. It is said to be this
Bhuvaneka Bahu who built the
Kandaswamy temple in Nallur. S
Arumugam in his More Hindu Temples
of Sri Lanka, says that the traditional
Kaddiyam recited on all festive occa-
sions at this temple, make reference
to "Sri Maharajathi Raja ...Srimat
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Sangabodhi Bhuvaneka Bahu..." even
today.

On the death of his adoptive father,
Senpahap Perumal went south to
claim his throne for himself and
Kanagasuriya returned to reclaim his
Nallur throne. The kings reigning from
Nallur thereafter were :-

It must be remembered that there
had always been a constant two way
movement of population between
southern india and both the Sinhala
and Tamil ruled areas of Sri Lanka.
The movement towards Sri Lanka
however, intensified in the 12th to 14th

centuries AD. This was the time when
the Chola and Pandya kingdoms suf-
fered disintegration and were hard
pressed by the Hoysala Vijayanagar
kings. This was also the time when
Malik Kafur invaded and ravaged the
southern Indian kingdoms which in
turn led to a mass migratory mave-
ment from southern India to the com-
parative safety of the Tamil and
Sinhala kingdoms of Sri Lanka.

Professor Stanley Thambiah's
recent book - 'Buddhism Betrayed
?' has an interesting footnote at
p.153, where he refers to Yasmin

Gooneratne's ‘'Relative Merits: A
Personal Memair of the
Bandaranayake Famlly of Sri Lanka'
.This reads -

"... according to certain sources
the aplcal ancestor of “the
Bandaranayake family tree® was an
Indian officer of high standing who,
serving under the kings of Kandy
end bearing the name WNeela
Perumal, was made high priest of
the Temple of the God Saman and
commanded to take the name of
Nayaka Pandaram (Chief Record
Keeper}."”

"“If there is nothing to hide,

why ban the world's media ?*

he Campaign Against State

I Temorism {CASTIS), based in

Manchester, has sent the fol-

lowing appeal to 241 Members of the

British
Partiament:

. "The Sri
Lankan army
has molnted
a violent
offensive
against own
Tamil citizens
in the north-
east of the g\
island. This el
started on §
12th May and
is continuing. British citizens, particu-
larly those of Sri Lankan origin, are
appalled and anguished at this offen-
sive which is called "Jaya Sikurui®.
This means "Sure of Victory", indicat-
ing a trivmphalist, oppressive
approach, designed to crush the Tamil
people through war, and to further
deprive them of food and shelter.
However, the Sri Lankan government
states that the purpose of this offen-
sive is to secure a main supply route
from Vavuniya to Jaffna, though the
very name of the operation itself would
rather eontradict this.

¥’

"The fact speet accompanying this
letter shows that cnly a fraction of the
required food, fuel and medicings are
being allowed through to the Tamil
- areas, result-

ing in starva-
: tion and
j death of the
' population.

"Most of
the people of
Jaffna have
fled the
} peninsula as
they have no
faith in the
abilities of the

occupying Sri Lankan army to provid&‘
their basic needs and treat them with
fairness.

*All media, whether local or for-
eign,are banned from these areas by
the Sri Lankan government, resulting
in the world knowing little of the situa-
tion there. If the Sri Lankan govern-
ment had nothing to hide, surely it
would not need to ban the world's

"Given the situation, we should be
most grateful if you could take up
these matters with Mr.Derek Fatchet
M.P., Minister in charge of the South
Asia Desk of the Foreign Ministry, with
a view to achieving the following :

1. The immediate cessation of the offensive.

2. Ensure the supply of the required food, fuel and medicines, inclu
sive of N.G.0 and Foreign Government Aid, to the Tamil areas.

3. Allow local and foreign media to cover the war.

4. Withdraw the armed forces from the Jaffna peninsula and other
occupied areas of the Northern and Eastern provinces.

5. Stop the bombardment of the Tamil areas by the Sri Lankan forces

by land, sea and air.

6. Facilitate negotiation between the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
and the Sri Lankan Government, with the United Kingdom
Government offering itself as a third party mediator, "
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JAYEWARDENE'S
YEARS OF POWER

A Contemporary Assessment (1987)

Part Vi

(Continued from previous issues)

*

taken aw: y. (Minister Lalith
Athulathmud: li claims that Fr. Bastian
had escaped 'o India with Tamil sepa-
ratists!) Tamil nilitants blow up Colombo-
bound Yal De i train carrying army per-
sonme]l at Murikandy. A governmenl
spokesman says in Colombo that 22 sol-
diers were killed and 25 others seriously
injured, but the death toll could be more.
UNI reports that Government had imposed
a blanket ban on Indian journalisis.
Chinese Foreign Minister Wu Xue Qian
arrives in Colombo.

February: Ten gun boats costing
£ 1.3 million each to be acquired from
Britain. Refugee influx into India, from
Mannar villag:s. Colombo-bound Zaire
Airways cargo plane with arms and ammu-
nition bearing .’ortuguese markings makes
distress landing a1 Trivandrum, but is
allowed to proceed afler refuelling en the

S.Sivanayagam

te fact that a 7-year political
dormancy separated funius
Richard Jayewardene's years of!
power and his death at the age of 90
may have had something to do with
the charitable references, and the
(flattering cobituaries and cosmetic
acclaim that he earned at his death.

Public memory being whabit is,
short, and often selective, HOTT.
SPRING brings to its readers the
sixth part of a contemporary assess-
ment and narrative of Jayewardene's
years of power, written and published
in 1987.

IN a 40-page booklet, titled 10
YEARS OF JAYEWARDENE
RULE, the author S. Sivanayagaem
covered the years 1977 - 1987, and
records a chunk of history that was
both dark and depressing, and illus-
trative of the ignoble style of]
Jayewardene's governance.

s it happened during

A Jayewardene's 10-year rule,

with every passing year get-

ting more dreadful than the previous

ons, 1985 proved no different. A gquick

run-through of major incidents of that
year may reveal a pattern.

January: Coastal village of
Mathagal in Jaffna shelled by cannon fire
from the sea. Reports of starvation. Two
boat loads of Tamil refugees arrive at the
Indian coast of Nagapattinam. Shocking
army atrocities in Vankalai in Tamil district
of Mannar. Under curfew, soon after mid-
night, a young Catholic parish priest, Fr.
Mary Bastian is shot to death in the pres-
bytery along with two others, and his body

personal  intervention of  Lalith
Athulathmudali, Tamil militants blast
approach road to Gurunagur army camp
within Jaffna city, making movements of
armed forces difficult. 32 Tamil men shot
dead in cold blood, some in front of their
wives and children, in the Mannar area,
according to London Times report. Three
British media people including Nichoas
Coleridge arrested and jailed in
Welikade prison 'For a hilarioos
account of his experience, read Sri
Lankan imprisonment /How I spied for
Russia in 8ri Lanka, Spectator, London,
23 Feb, 1985). Liberation Tigers attack
Kokkilat army camp, in Mullaitivu. Jane’s
Weekly, reports that Sri Lanka has pur-

chased from Israel two nwvin-engined dou-
ble aluminiurn hull "Dubar” coastal patrol
craft, equipped to carry missiles. J.N.
Dixit posted to Colombo.

March: Militants attack
Kilinechchi police station. Refugee influx
continues at Rameswaram. Liberation
Tigers attack Madawachchiya paolice sta-
tion in Sinhalese district. Air Force heli-
copter damaged by militant fire, off
Nagerkovil in north coast. Colombo
rejects G. Parthasarathy as mediator.
Indian Foreign Secretary Romesh
Bhandari amrives in Colombo. New Delhi
circles take note of concern in Tamilnadu
over 4 possible shift in India's policy on the
Sri Lankan Tamil question. President
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Jayewardene visits Pakistan.

April: Madras Customs scize large
quantity of arms and ammunition at the
harbour. A West Berlin reports says 1800
Tamils had sought asylum in the first 3
months of this year. All four active
Liberation groups - LTTE, EROS, TELO
and EPRLE agree to function as a united
front. Liberatien Tigers storm Jafina
police station. Mrs. Thatcher in
Colombo. At a banquet in her honour

President Jayewardene
makes tmplicit request for
stationing of British troops
in Sri Lanka. Indian gov-
ermment expresses
astonishment.
Violence between

Muslims  and

Tamils in
Eastern proviagte.
Athulathmudali
describes as "rub-
bish" Minister
Devanayagam's charge
that STF commandos had
instigated the violence.
Movements of busloads of
thugs to the East, from

Colombo reported.

Stateowned bank at
Nikaweratiya, a Sinhalese area,
robbed of Rs. 60 lakhs. Sinhalese
observer Dr. Frank Jayasinghe
teporis {o President that police
commandos were involved in
Muslim violence against Tamils.
6500 out of total population of
8300 in Tamil village of Karaitivu
become refugees.

May: Karainagar naval base,
Gurunagar army camp and Jaftna Fort
camp, all come under militant attack.
TELO attack on'army camp at Kokkavil
near Murikandy. PTI correspondent in
Colombo Krishun Anand arrested and
detained in Welikade prison. Army
rampage on oorth coast; an orgy of
killing, looting and raping. Over 50
Tomils locked up inside Valvettiturai
community centre building and blasted
alive with bombs, Nearly 200 Tamil
civilians believed killed, Five days later,
over 150 Sinhalese civilians massacred at
Anuradhapura, sending shock waves in
Sinhalese areas. On the following day,
Sighalese navy men attack Tamil passen-

gers, including women and children with
axes and clubs on the boat named
"Kumudhini®, off Nedunthivu, a Jaffna
islet. 48 killed. 'Mannar pulice station
attacked. Tn Jaffna, Gurunagar army camp
closes down! Govemment lo purchase 9
British-built "Cougar” naval boats, and two
British-built 46-seater Avros (o transport
troops. China to supply more patrol boats
and T-56 assault rifles. Pakistan to fumish
AK-47 and M-16 rifles.

This, by end- May, was the lead-
up to what might be termed as the
beginning of the Bhandari-Thimpu
chapter. But

T Iy W\

there more than one significant point-
er during this 5- month period which
explains why President Jayewardene
had to pocket his pride and look up to
Delhi for succour? There were saver-
al in fact. Government was meeting
reverses on two fronts - the military
and the *demographic®. On the mili-
tary front, palice stations in the narth
were getling dismantled, the
Gurupagar army camp in Jaffna city
was given up, and the Government
was losing territery in both Jaffna and
in the tourist belt north of Trincomalee.
The successful frontal attack on the
Kokkilai army camp by the Liberation
Tigers showed that guerrilla warfare

was entering a new phase - offensives
against fortified positions. The North
was gradually getting cut off, physical-
ly, from the rest of the country. Rail
links between Colombo and Jaffna
was getting snapped, and so they
remain il this day. Army mobility in
Jaffna was getting curbed. Not a pret-
ty picture from the Government point
of view.

On the demagraphic front, the situ-
ation was even worse. State spon-
sored Sinhala colonisation in Tamil-
dominated North- East had been a
sore issue with the Tamils for well over
& quarter century.

Successive Sinhalese govern-
ments had apparently envisaged a
demand for a separate homeland long
before the Tamils did. The colonisation
process served two purposes, one, to
change the demographic com-
position in the North- East
and reduce Tamil repre- 1
sentation in Parliament;
two, to delink the conti-
-guity of Tamil majority
area between North
and East. President
Jayewardene
thought of a third
purpose - export
the difficult
lumpen ele-
ments in
Sinhala society
to where Tamils
lived in a major-
ity. It was demo-

graphic aggression with
an extra dimension. A classic instance
was Dollar Farm and Kent Farm in the
north. Plantation Tamils who had fled
mob fury during 1977 and 1981 had
been settled in these areas on the ini-
tiative of Tamil humanitarian organisa-
tions like the Gandhiyam and the Tamil
Refugee Rehabilitation Organisation,
with the help of Western aid-giving
bodies. On the plea that these had
become "terrorist- infested” areas,
Government troops launched search-
and destroy missions, and literally
chased these helpless plantation
Tamils from the areas, making them
refugees on the run again. In their
place were settled convicts with their
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families, an interesting experiment the
Govemment claimed, of a [ibera! open
prison system | It was also another
way of relieving the congestion in Sri
Lankan jails which were getting flood-
ed with Tamil "terrorist suspects” !
Army camps were also set up, in order
to give protection to the "epen prison®
inmates and their families. On
December 1, 1984, Tamil militants
launched a surprise attack on these
Sinhalese "civilians®, resulting in the
death of at least 42 cornvict settlers and
the fleeing from the area of several
hundred others. The militants followed
it up with an attack on two Sinhalese
fishing setilements in Nayaru and
Kokkilai. Members of these new set-
tements were migrant seasonal fish-
ermen who had got on well with Tamil
fishermen of the area for generations
and had gone back to their homes in
the south-west once the fishing season
was gver. They had now been settled
permanently in these areas with
Government aid, along with their fam-
ilies, and had become in course of
time fishermen as well as army inform-
ers. Sinhala casualties as given by
Govemment spokesman Dr. Wickrama
Weerassoria on the morning of 2

PLERACE, MAAN, (DULD | BERROW YouR
SOLYIERST [ LIANT T Snlii TRESL TAMILS
AND INANS INON T

TOLERITE FEREIGN
I ERFERENCE ...}

R 'er;
T:::Ijres ajI Ind -
Thatcher: Request for British troops

December were 27 killed at Nayaru
and 30 at Kokkilai. In the afternoon,

r

the State-owned radio said 29 were
killed at Nayaru and 30 at Kokkilai,
But by the night the government had
*drastically reduced the figures of
those killed to only 1 1 *. The Times,
London headlined the news by saying:
SRI LANKA RIDDLE: CONFUSION
ON DEATH TOLL. On 3 December
Minister Athulathmudali admitted in
Colombo that guns had heen given {o
Sinhalese fishermen at these two
places.

There was little doubt that this had
stung the government badly. On
January 8, 1985, the government
removed its mask. It was announced
that plans are finalised to setle 30,000
Sinhalese families in the North this
year, with the ultimate aim of creating
"parity” in the population of the twao
communities. Settlements would be
created in Kilinochchi, Vavuniya,
Mullaitivu and Mannar districts and
extended to Jaffna peninsula next
year. The new settlers would be given
military training and provided arms.
On January 18, the National Security
Minister reiterated Government inten-
tion to settfe the 30,000 Sinhalese fam-
ilies in the North "with total protection®.
On  February 20, President
Jayewardene, speaking on the
Address to Parliament, made the pon-
derous statement: "The borders of Sri
Lanka are Point Pedro and
Devinuwara in the North and South;
Batticaloa and Colombo in the East
and West. The terrorists are attempt-
ing to shoot their way into the heart of
Sri Lanka to the borders of what they
call the State of Eelam. If we do not
occupy the Border, the Border will
come to us. We intend to act before
they succeed". Alas, the “terrorists"
acted first. On 13 March the Liberation
Tigers launched at 3 a.m. an attack on
the Madawachiya police station and
railway station. On 14 May occurred
the awesome but daring massacre of
Sinhalese civilians at Anuradhapura
and the even more daring escapse
through territory dotted with army
camps and police stations; the first act
of undeniable terrgrism, in an area
which was certainly beyond “the
Eelam Border® President Jayewardene
had in mind. The message was

unspoken, but it was clear : "Mr.
President, before you settle 30,000
Sinhalese families in our homeland,
how capable are you in defending your
own heartland?".

J.N. Dixit posted to
Colombo

Within a week of the Anuradhapura
massacre, while the armed forces
were engaged in reprisa slaughters of
Tamils, at Nedunthivu in the North and
Kalmunai in the East, President
Jayewardene set in motion a series of
diplomatic moves. His Foreign Affairs
adviser, exPress baron Esmond
Wicremasinghe was rushed to Delhi to
meet the Indian Premier, on 16th May..
On the 28th, Indian Foreign Secretary
Romesh Bhandari flew to Celombo.
On 1 June Mr. Jayewardene himself
arrived in Delhi. Did Indian policy an
Sr Lanka, and on the Tamils, diverge
sharply af this point of time? |f so, how
and why? That story might best be left
to future researchers. But the fact
was, there was a rush of events from
the second half of 1985 and into 1986,
some of which seemed to be surreal,
and packed into a drama that had ele-
ments of the Theatre of the Absurd.
Whoever did the scripting, the play
was cerlainly picking up: a lot of toing
and froing; diplomatic hustie and bus-
tle. Quick-Fixing. Camaraderie was in
the air between Colombo and Delhi.

1o be continued
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Obituaries

G.Yuhendran

Gnanasubramaniam Yuhendran,
former General Manager CEYNOR
Developmert Foundation and his elder
daughter Tharshitha of Kaokuvil,
Jaffna,died under tragic circum-
stances, 1 June in Canada. They are
Husband and daughter  of
Kamalamanohari, former Senior
Asst.Bursar, University of Jafina.
Cremation took place in Toronto 5
June.

49, Rhonda Roed, Apt.82,
Guelph,Ontario MIH 7A4. Tel: (519) 767
1817.

* %k k k k%

K.E.Shiradhananda

K.E.Shiradhananda (Shira), one-
time Chief Reporter on the editorial
staff of the CEYLON DAILY NEWS,
and later proprietor of Ananda Press,
825, Wolfendhal Street, Colombo 3,
passed away in Colombo.

* * * * *

R. Rajanathan

_ Rajanathan, former Director, Sri
Lanka Hospitals (Pvt) Ltd., son of late
Mr. & Mrs. Ramanathan, died in
Mumbai India on June 18. Funeral
Colombo, 22nd June.

No. 83/3A, WA Silva Mawatha,
Colombo 6.

X * ¥ * *

Dr. Badiuddhin Mahmud

Al Haj Dr.Badiuddhin Mahmud,
who as Education minister in the
Srimavo Bandaranaike government of
1970-77 authored the policy of stan-
dardisation, which discriminated
against Tamil students seeking higher
learning, died on June 16 at his
Kollupitiya residence. He was 93.

* x * * *
C.T.K. Thiagarajah

Formerly of Nallur, father of
Sooriyakumaran{UK) Nagarajan and
Kailasanathan{Canada). Cremated in
Canada on 29 May

* * * * *

¥

R.Pulendran

Ramalingam Pulendran, native of
Kokuvil, retired accountant (Postal
Depl.) and husband of late Poomani.
father of Indrani(india), Nandadevi
(Canaday), Yogamani(Australia),
Balasingham(Canada),
Tissaweerasingham (Canada) ,
Sargjini and Pavalamani, father -in -
law of Thirunavukarasu ( Arasan
Printers), Sripathythasan, Suseeladewvi,
Yoheswaran and Yoganathan, died on
5 June in Colombo Cremated 8 June.

16/ , 57th Lane, (off Rudra
Mawatha), Wellawaite.

* % * * *

Rajah Asirwatham

Rajah Asirwatham , earlier Deputy
Commissioner, Ministry of Planning,
Colombo and on retirement a Directar
at Marga Institute, passed away on
May 29th in the United States. He was
78.

Mr. Asirwatham leaves his wife
Selvarani nee Thambiayah, daughter
Dushyanti (Sri Lanka) Geetha
Sathianathan{USA), sons Wijayan
(USA), Pathman (USA) and Dr. Indran
Asirwatham (Sri Lanka) and two broth-
ers A. Selvanayagam and Gnani
Asirwatham (Australia). Funeral took
place on May, 31.

Apt. 706, South Tower, 55, Willow
Street, Meriden, Conn. 06450, USA.

X o Ol ke

Mrs.Lily Navamani Mills

The death occurred on 30 May in
Sydney, Australia, of Navamani Mills
nee Luther, wife of late Rev.K.J.Mills
and mother of Jeanne Balaratnarajah,
Easterina Clarke, Culam Mills, Prem
Mills an Christian Mills.

She was a sister of the late
Dr.W.L.Jeyasingham, President of
Jafina College and Professor of
Geography, University of Jaffna and of
the late Dr.Gunaratnam Luther who
died under tragic circumstances during
the occupation of Jaffna by the Indian
"Peace Keeping Force".

Navamani was the eldest of eight
children of the late Mr.and Mrs.
R.C.Luther of Erlalai. She taught in
many schools in Sri Lanka and had
travelled widely in Europe and USA.
Her burial took place on 3 June in

Woodbine, NSW. o
161, North Sydne Road Woodbires
2560NSW.Ausiralio.

15, Evelina Road, Nunhead SEI5
2DX, UK. Tel:(0171-7329343).
* * * * x

Mrs. A. Chellammah

Wwife of late N.Arunasalam, mother
of A.Thavarajah and A.Kugarajah
(Germany) on Sth June in Jaffna.

23/2, College Road, Neeraviady,
Jaffna,

Kk x %

L ] ®
Low Cost international calls
' , Call fi
Save more than 70% i,
on your phone bills! s
. W Mabile

g:i”azga fgg Minimum monthly use  pyyphone
France 19p Access charge
Germany  18p
India 50p Vat Agents
Malaysia  42p Setup fee
Sri Lanka 58p 4 Welcome
Singapore 30p . .
USA 10p Call Suren on 0181- 723 5266 or 0956 377 635
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A

he Internet based news
I organisation, TamilNet, has
launched a web site.

The site carried news articles filed
by TamilNet joumalists covering differ-
ent aspects of the conflict on the island
of 8ri Lanka, and is updated daily.

TamilNet would be familiar to most

tors from within the Tamil areas and
independent analysts.

TamilNet say they are dedicated to
challenging the Sri Lankan govern-
ment's censorship of news from the
Tamil homelands. The distribution list
was set up for interested parties to
obtain information that is not publicised

Carrying the LTTE press release
has led the Sinhalese government to
claim that TamilNet is the LTTE's elec-
tronic service, though this is denied by
both the LTTE and TamitNet. The site
also has a chronolegy of the canflict,
which gives a brief historic prelude
before detailing some of the significant

; events in
:Jserﬁ 0 the recent
e history of
Internet the Tamil
with  an people
interest in allodving
mka cc?n" those with™"
: F 3 P P a limited
fict.  An I ~Tamil Net Lamiei knov::igldge
ele_ctronic ! Last apiete 1Kh Sume K7, OBIT 10 20 to quickly
el Tigers step up J gan an
vy activty In the East e
‘qrgamﬁa- ? [Famemat Jne 19, 1597] = say that
LA o Toced Tiger b stupped ug they will
been dis- .""'ﬁ' Sor sparieas o & Baz of 8 be extend-
tr.lbutlng L] Tamd bomwbends Jnthe past 2 duyps, ¥ . ing this to
press Confescmmes & Sa Laskan polcs saeen har beea axscied wnd pobss ol amy give more
releases, : pairels amboshed The stinco oo aliey & comparstoer ki, detail, yet
urgent ]| [Ovesen e ating et tor LTTE ey be refsamny oo thi sega. be easy to
action = (rmelicy] explore.
appeals e A s;ac
he Police Intesfere ]
oidzc i L o i
information publiShtg
n | pe=——= | covernment ctims_  rane and murder B apers of
from vari- i ?erna
o u s oy ]
tional con-

sources for over two years.

The web site is a change in
approach, as well as format, from the
email based operation. Several jour-
nalists file TamilNet's own stories, pro-
viding news and analysis of events on
the island. Although announced last
year, the site has only been launched
recently, as considerable effort has
had to be put into building up an infra-
structure with several correspondents
( including one in Colombo), contribu-

by the Colombo based news agencies.

The LTTE press release has been
regularly distributed by TamilNet, as
have  appeals by  Amnesty
International, the International
Federation of Tamils and TCHR
amongst others. The distribution list
includes officials from several govern-
ments as well as many individuals
from around the werld, according to
TamilNet, but the organisation refused
to give details. The list is confidential.

ferences on the Tamil issue is expect-
ed to be updated with details of some
of the more recent cnes. A book review
section has been introduced to high-
light publications on the Sri Lankan
conflict.

TamilNet welcomes feedback and
an electronic form has been provided,
along with one to sign up to the (free)
email service. The TamilNet site can be
viewed at hitp://www.tamlinet.com.

- Merza
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From making runs fo making cement?

Behind every successful man
stands a woman. So goes a saying.
But for India's ex-cricket captain
Mohamed Azharuddin everything has
been going wrong ever since he wed
his second wife, the Bombay film star-
let, Sangeeta Bijlani. First he lost the
captaincy. Now he has lost his place in
the team itself. What has happened to
this cavalier batsman and brilliant field-
er ? Recurrent Door ferm inbatting is
attributed to be the reason for the

Netanyahu's vife has her problems

A report
f r om
Jerusalem
dated June
1 says: The
wife of
iy lsraeli
Prime
Minister
Benjamin
Netanyahu
hates the
presence of
women in
her hus-
band's
entourage

according to a new book about the
right-wing Prime Minist ar.

NETANYAHU - THE ROAD TO
POWER reveals tiwat Ms.Sara
Netanyahu recenlly dernanded in vain
that a secretary in the I’rime Minister'
office be sacked becau:ie: she was too
pretty, according 1o extr :cts published
in the MAARIV newspaper.

The book, by journatists Ben Kaspit
and llan Kfir, also recounts an angry
telephone conversation a year ago
between Ms.Sara Netanyahu and
Communications minister Limor Livnat
whom she suspected cf having an
affair with her husbana the lsraeli
Prime Minister. The exch.ange degen-

axe, but could it be also non-cricketing
reasons that led to his exit ?Indian
cricket has apparently become so -
ommergialised that like Indian politics,
money power seems to be the cne
that matters.

Azharuddin who hails from
Hyderabad in Andhra Pradesh, where
his first wife and children live, is now
reported to be contemplating settling
down in Bangalore, and go into busi-
ness. He is negstiating to take over a
cement factory in Karnataka. says the
report.

erated into cursing after Ms.Sara
Netanyahu refused to aliow Ms.Limot
Livnat to speak to her
husband. Thereatfter, the communica-
tions minister Ms Livnat responded :
"You're really crazy. Now | believe
everything I've heard abouf you" .

Mr. Netanyahu whose aides had °
tried to conceal Ms Livnat's appoint S+
ment from the Prime Minister's wife ,
later phoned the minister 10 apologise,
the book said.

It is not the first time Ms.Sara
Netanyahu's behaviour has hit the
headlines. The First Lady was
embroiled in a scandal over the sack-
ing of a nanny shortly after Mr.
Benjamin Netanyahu took office in
June last year.

Brunel Univers"ry_TamiI Society

Brunei University Tamii Society
(Middlesex, U.K)) held a very pleasing
cultural programme at the University
hall recently. Entitled *"Muthamil Vizha®,
consisting O.' "lyal" (Literature),
“Isai*{Music) and *Nadaham"(Drama),
in the traditional Tamil mode it proved
an enriching experience to the audi-
ence present, both young and old.

While “lyal* was presented in the
form of a magazine comprising various
contributions from Tamil scholars
under the direction of editor
Jeyanantharasa, the “lsai” programme
consisted of a Veena recital by stu-
dents of Mrs.Vasuki Sivathasan, and
Bharaia Natya performances by Gowri
Kalyani Sivagurunathapillai and
Gurubateny Gopal and Dhakshay

Dhanapathy of the Sr Meenatchi
Bharata Natya Palli, East Ham. This
was followed by a "Villupz ttu® present-
ed by South Bank Univer: ity students.

The third component "Nadaham”
which was in the hands of veteran pro-
ducer .Balendra consiste 1 of a drama
entitted "Eppo Varuvar" end "Kavitha
Nihalvu", a dramatized p Jetry recital
very evocative of the ajony being
endured by our people it aur home-
land 5000 miles away. Other items in
the evening's programmiye- included a
Dance medley of East and VWest and a
light music offering from Ge¢ ethavanee”
music group led by Ajanth n.

Brunel University Tanil Society
(BUTS) president S.5ivatasan and
the members deserve * b hand for

) oy
their sense of dedication in promoting
Tamil culture and keeping alive Tamil
consciousness  through  cultural
evenings like this,

Sfrom Arun Gananathan
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Vigil outside No.10. Downing St.

Hundreds of Tamils and members
of Tamil Centre for Human Rights
(TCHR) stood in front of the British
Prime Minister's residence at Downing
Street on 17 May, seeking condemna-

11 .'ll

Work'mgtt;:m}m?kgxm of Tar

tion of Sri Lanka's war on the
Tamil people .
The vigil » 15 jeined by
several womer and children §
v ho patiently
s ood for hours
cn the busy
Vihitehall
Street.

In an
appeal submit- §
ted to the {f
British Prime §
Minister Tony §
Blait, the TCHR
said:"... With a
community of
some 80,000
members  in
this  country,
British Tamils
are deeply anxious and
eoncerned for their rela-
tives facing the brunt of
Sri Lanka's hearlless
war on Tamils. We have
listened enthusiastically
to countless assurances
from Labour politicians
wp! that the human rights
'ﬂi situation in Sri Lanka

S

The Tamil Centre for Human
Rights (TCHR) has been functioning in
France from 1990, under the name Le
Centre Tamoul Pour Les Droits De
L'Homme.Since then, it has been han-
dling various tasks concerning Human
Rights violatidns in Sri Lanka, as well
as projecting the plight of Tamil
refugees scattered in several parts of
the world. The organisation was for-
mally registered in France in 1992,

The TCHR began publishing a
monthly bultetin in French “Les Droits
Tamouls", which continues to this day.
From this year the publication appears
in English as well.

The TCHR  representalive
Mr.8.V.Kirupaharan attended a
Seminar on “Human Rights and
Refugees® at Oxford University in 1992

¥

as well as the World Human Rights
Conference in Austria in 1993. He also
represented TCHR at a Seminar
organised by the Kurdistan Human
Rights Project in Brussels,

In 1992. the TCHR sent affidavits
concerning 512 persons to the
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention,
which were subsequently transmitted
to the Working Group on Enforced or
Involuntary Disappearances.The
TCHR has now made a fresh appeal
through the Paris-based Tamil weekly,
the EELAMURASU asking Tamils who
have faced arbitrary arrests, detention
or torture, or who have direct know!-
edge of any such violation of human
rights to submit affidavits. The TCHR
has undertaken to take up legal issues
connected with such violations. The

would be monitored very closely! e

"We take this opportunity to aler{™
you to the fact that the human rights
situation has deteriorated to an all-time
low, with the Chandrika administration |
having earned the worst record in the |

The appeal was signed by Eliza
Mann on behatf of TCHR.

TCHR also
invites repre-
sentations
from persons
who  fear g
deportation
consequent
to rejection
ot their asy-
lum applica-
tions.

T h e
address to
which such
affidavits should be sent is as foliows
Le Centre Tamoul Pour Les Droits De
L'Homme, 9, Rue des Peupliers,
95140 Garges les Gonesse. FRANCE.
Tel: 33-660 493 651.

Caption:Mr.Kirupaharan pictured at
the Vienna Conference on Human
Rights.
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London Tamil Christian Congregation celebrate their 25th year Rsv.Selvaratnam

started regular wor-

Sri Lankan Tamil Christians, friends
and well-wishers gathered at River
court Methodist Church, at <
Hammersmith in London, on
Sunday 25th May, to mark the
25th year of the London Tamil
Chrigtian Congregation. <=

Rev Sam Jeyathilagarajah
writes to say"....The first address
, "Our Beginning" was delivered
by C.J.T.Thamotheram, an emi-
nent and distinguished member
of the congregation.He referred
to the visit of the late
Rev.Selvaratnam, popularly and
affectionately known as “Periya
Annan" to London in the early
1960s. It was then that
Rev.Selvaratnam had spoken about

the need for Tamil Ghristians to waor-
ship God in their own language. i was

12 years before this vision began to
bear fruit, when the late

Dance extravaganza in aid of Tamil Rehabilitation

ship in the Tamil lan-
guage. ...Mr.Thamotheram concluded
his address with an air of con-
cern regarding the commitment
of the Tamils in passing our lan-
guage and culture 1o the next
generation.

While Mrs.Rathika Rajan ,
the Junior Church Co-ordinator
of the congregation spoke an
“The Present", the third address
on "The Future" was given by
Rev.lvor Cameron Smith who
was born in India and had
served in Britain from his youth-
ful days, and who now holds the
prestigious position in the Royal
Household ag chaplain to Her Majesty
the Queen.

ive dance

/\ teachers in
U.K. presented 86
of their students in
a dance extrava-

ganza in aid of the
Tamil Rehabilitation Organisation
{T.R.0.)- on Saturday 14 June. The
programme was held in the Brent

Town Hall, Wembley.

A crowded hall was treated 1o a
medley of dance items, a mix of folk,
traditional and Bharata Natyam and
dance drama.

The entire progeeds of the evening
will go to meet the educational needs
of Tamil children in Tamil Eelam.

Vocal Arangefram

The Carnatic vocal arangetram of’:a.v
Sharmini, daughter of Mr & Mrs.
Thiruchelvam of Toynbee Road,
wimbledon, U.K. was held on Sunday
8 June at the Civic Suite, Wandsworth
Town Hall.

Sharmini is the disciple of
Smt.Sivasakthi Sivanesan, Resident
Teacher at the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
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www.tamilarangam.net

WESTERN JEWELLERS

Fre Oree & Oreleyy T7ecrrecd
Hecoeller ire_foredlor

¢ VISIT US NOW FOR LATEST 24GT.

GOLD JAWELLERIAS.
¢ WIDE RANGE OF STOGKS

ALWAYS AVAILABE

Fhale Fiodr, . Yeckln s, Fathakhams, arda
types of Sar-Skuds, Sommdkk nchqyutha
Gliains, Bangle Yo .

pos _g-"" your service
L
Ae=seven days a Week

ENTERPRISE | VIDEO
(Wholesale & Retail)

* Tamil Magazines
* Audio Cassettes
* Video Cassettes
* CDs, Video CDs

308, Burlington Road, (opposite DSS oftice) |
New Malden, Surrey K73 4NY "
Tel: 0181- 942 156" / Fax:0181- 296, 8778 |8
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