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Comment 

"What are l%le girk &e g? oor cnuaren in fatidues, firing laser 
Sugar and spice bullets as they advanced towards 

and all that's nice their checkpost which was flanked 
on either side by army bunkers.. 

S.Sivanayagam That's what little girls are made oj" "When the constables shouted 

So claims some old nursery across to the soldiers to alert them, a 

' HOT SPRING rhyme. ~ u t  battle-scarred Sri Lankan panic-stricken voice shouted to every- 

soldiers K.G.Dharmawana and body their heads down. 

A . M . G , w ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  Bandara know better, Everyone hit the road, the bullets kept 

Recalling the night of the Tiger attack and the Yoices grew louder 

on the Sri Lankan border post at and during a lull in the fighting, those- 

Thandikulam on 9th June, Wijaya who had survived it, scrambled up the 

Bandara told Reuters: -... hundreds of mud bunds on either side of the road 

little LlTE r - 
while attack- 

Dharmawana Melrose Publications Ltd. 
who lost his 

. % 

Price: 81 . 
Annual subscription rates: from where I saw more than 60 Tiger heap Of dried leaves under a neem 

girls creeping into the bunker where I tree. One Of his had disa~- 

UK / India / Sri Lanka: was a short while ago....". peared, the other one was shot dead 
when he ran towards a group of men 

37-~ear policeman Bandula after they hailed him in Sinhalese. 
Sarath Kumar who crawled on all 
fours for more than a kilometre before "After taking over the area, the 

All other countries: led by children and women attacked cadres walking as if they 

Thandikulam .... !" (Indian Express, Owned the place. I don't know 
they did not see me, if one of them 

, (all inclusive of postage) had stumbled on the leaves, I would- 
"He was just about to get some be here now, he said.n C h q m  to be d m  in favour of sleep,after finishing his night sentry 

M e h  Pub~katio~~ Ltd shift at the police bunker on the main And that, children, is the story of 

Vavuniya-Kilinochchi road, when he the battle Of Thandikulam. a 

heard the sound of children talking. He battler . 
and the other two constables at the And so much for sugar and 

. froze their blood: rows upon rows 
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+ + 25 per cent fqrtily life". 

+ - "Though we 

[I 
- Philosopher buffoon of Hindi cin- 

L. , . I "A dead man have raised you emu, 'Yohnny Walkfr", quoted in OUT- 
#,., should not be for this moment 
F&- LOOK weekly. • 

k,;. ; above earth. He of departure, and 
-a* 
i;p I "Every return a should be bulied we are very 
k! ty in earthn. proud of you, part 
5 .: Poland is like a A  
', - - R  a of US longs to -, . , return under the 
, , President Boris you Once 

-7 1 
roof of 

Yeltsin advocating more as we did 
when you could parepal ho$( 

1 moving Lenin's where every little - mummified body from Red Square and barely walk". object remi~ds 
giving it a Christian burial. - President Clinton in an emotional me of what is cl=- 

* a m * *  send-off to his daughter Chelsea before est and deare* 
. 'uA criminal in uniform is more dan- she joins Stanford Universiry in - - - Pope John Paul . gerous than any other kind of crimi- 

S * * * .  
hk  recent visit to his homelarui, Kr.zkow 

nal ... I'm against terrorists, in and out of Fblarui, h k  seventh visit since he h :am1 
a,. . 
' uniform". "My formula for 100 per cent peace pope. 

,,, of mind is 25 per cent money, 25 per * * * * S +  * _ -__..- 'F 

"All Tamils in the South, because I June 1 1 3  the L m E  counter- prejknt .  
4 

a offensive at Thandikulam, causing the 
L 

W * * +  

a g o v e m n t  heavy loss of men, rnuteri- 
*. . 

a T  ~e 
d a1 and morale element of 

. + + . +  surprise ias 
"...The Deputy Defence Minister's a l w a y s  

euphoric statement (referring to the been the 
- Charles Abaysekera of above) b%W the tragic magnitude of L T T E  ' S  

5 ~NIORM? colombo, on his remm the evsverrl in its human perspective. strong p lint. 
nfietparricljpating at &Noway con- P w m ,  when the M i n * ~  spoke out, a Prabah; !-an 
ference on H~~~~ ~ ~ g k t s  and the full extent of the event may not will not 3t it 

! Refsrgees intemiawedfor WEEKEND "Own to him.'.'" go desite 

EXPRESS June 7-8, by Kethesh - Editorial SUNDAY TIMES, June t h e  
t : Cogamthan. 15. u n p r e c e -  

o o o o s  + + + W *  dented calamity that "Jaya Sikuru" 
has created in the Wanni. One of the ''Wen the Action Group of Tarnis central problems the sri Lan<an in Colombo (AGOTIC) met the TULF Stat 

repr=enta*= in May, --wrl wr 
asked how sure Ute AGOTIC was 

p about Krishanthi Kumarasamy rape to 
blame the army. When Nadarajah (a mRAKI, writing in 

, jamage would have member of AGOTIC) mentioned that the ~ N D A Y  TIMES, ofJune 8, 
men inflicted on the 6378 Tamil civilians were killed by the days before the LTTE pulled 0% 

, :amp, but the army between 1983 and 1992, surprise onslaught on T h n n d W k  
Anandasangari said most of those who 
died were Tamil civilians killed by the . . 
Tigers. The above statements are very "It is a set-back, there are no two 

- -:' 
serious statements derogatory to the words about it ... Now they 

hem as long as 
interests of Tamils made by a senior have to worry about their rear w 

hey live. The casu- pushing forword" :S : 
i j t i ~  on the twrorbt --- - and long -standing politician who is -.c 
;ide shadl?ld be ten times ours". described as senior vice-president of 

- -, . -Retired Airforce chief Hat l , r.. : - your party .... I -*General"Anuruddha Ratwatfe Goonatilleke on the 
n an interview with the DAILY MEWS Thandikulam debacle. 

M 

I 
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S ri Lankan War and Genocide 
Against Tamils is the Best Kept 

Secret of Recent Times - declared Ms. 
Erna Gans, President of the Holocaust 
Foundation of Illinois, & a Holocaust 
survivor at a public conference held in - 
Chicago, USA, on June 1,1997. 

A broad spectrum of scholars, 
human rights advocates, non-govern- 
mental .organizations caring for 
refugees and the displaced, legal 
experts on self-determination, inter- 
faith spokesmen representing the 
Jewish, Hindu, and Christian religions 
participated in a public meeting which 
focused on the theme, ' Plight of 
Tamils in Sri Lanka - A  Silent Tragedy 
' . ThBy described the ongoing war 
waged by the Sri Lankan Sinhalese on 
the Tamils of Sri Lanka as a war with- 
out witness, and the resulting tragedy 
as the best kept secret of the 1990s. 
They broke the sldnce and pleaded for 
the world &d'people of conscience to 
speak up and get involved to stop this 
traged immediately. A resolution to 
this e e' ect was unanimously approved 
by the audience. 

CHICAGO, JUNE 1, 1997: A well 
attended, three hour public meeting 
was eld on the evening of June 1, 
1997 at Nordic Hills Resort, 30 miles I 

west of Chicago, 
USA. The event 
broke the silence 
on the plight of 
Tamils in Sri Lanka 

.with 15 speakers 
from the US, 
Canada, Sweden, 
Sri Lanka and the 
UK , along with 
uncensored multi- 
media presenta- 
tions using video, 
overhead projec- 
tions, and photo- 

C 
h 

graphic exhibits of, chi~ag 
Tamil death and destruction by Sri 
Lankan state terrorism. Well over 250 
people of Tamil origin and Americans 
of non-Tamil origin, including 15 
Sinhalese, participated in the meeting 
which was sponsored by the Midwest 
Tamil Sangam and CO-sponsored by 
the International Tamil Language 
Foundation, the Federation of Tamil 
Associations of North America regre- 
senting over 30 Tamil Sangams in the 
USA and Canada, and the World Tamil 
Organization with chapters in the US, 
India and the UK. 

The highlight of the evening was 
the speech by Mrs. Erna Gans (a 

Holocaust sur- 
vivor), President, 
H o l o c a u s t  
Foundation of 

l Illinois, USA who 
was introduced by 
Mrs. Kannaki 
V i s w a n a t h a n ,  
P r e s i d e n t ,  
Midwest Tamil 
Sangam, after her 
w e l c o m i n g  
remarks. Mrs. 
Erna Gans, in her 

l l 

1 @m Zefi): Mrs. Vmantha Babu, Mrs. Erna Gans, speechs herself a 
holacaust survivor, 

I Viantha Raja, Ms. K&'e Hope, AL. Rammohan 

compared her experiences of holo- 
caust with that of the suffering of 
Tamils today. She expressed surprise 
that in this day and age, the rest of the 
world is not paying much attention and 
termed the Tamil tragedy and the cur- 
rent Sri Lankan war on Tamils as a yar 
without witness and the ,best kept 
secret of the '90s. She pleaded all to 
break this silence and speak up, take 
note and stop this pain and suffering of 
the Tarnil people. She implied that, as 
much as Jewish people were perse- 
cuted for simply being Jewish, now the 
Tamils are being subjected to similar 
schemes. 

The event was moderated by Mr. 
Rammohan, President of the Tamil 
Language Foundation, who kept t h e  
flow and quality of the program at a ' -F 
professional level. Following the light- 
ing of the two, six foot, ten flame tra- 
ditional lamps by Mrs. Erna Gans a 
beautiful poem glorifying peace and 
inner light, written by a Tamil mystic, 
the l l th century Karuvur Thevar, was 
sung t ~ y  Mrs. Geetha Kandasamy. 

Mt Alagappa Rammohan, Diredor, 
lnterr ~tional Tamil Language 
Founc ation, USA: 

M1 Rammohan outlined the history 

IIC 
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I Prof. Schalk Peter 

of Tamils in Sri Lanka and pointed out have coexisted over the cen- 
how, historically, the Tamils and turies. The artificial unitary 
Sinhalese nations were once indepen- state established by the 
dent before and during colonial rule. British 150 years ago, which 
He brought into focus how the two involuntarily fused the two 
people were administered as one enti- houses into one lanalord sys- + 

ty for administrative convenient? by tern, ha@ allowed the resur- 
the British from 1833 till independence gence of the Mahavamsa 
in 1948. He stressed the fact that the mind set since independence. 
Sri Lankan Sinhalese are the ones Raja concluded that tbe insur- 
who have unilaterally changed the mountable suffering of Eelam 
country from a pluralistic, multi-ethnic, Tamils can only be brought to 
multi-religious, multi-language Ceylon a stop by achieving a two- 
to a Sri Lanka based on one Sinhala household, two-landlord sys- 
language, one Sinhalese people, one tem. Permanent peace can 
Buddhist religion sr2 the expense of the flourish only after that. He 
Tamils, and pointed out that the pre- hopes to see gpod faith N i -  
sent conflict is only a prelude to the ation efforts by India and 
birth of the Tarnil Eelam nation in the Western nations to resolve 
Mure. the conflict. 

Mr. Vasantha Raja, Former Mrs. Vanatha Babu, 
Chairman of Sri Lanka State Television Midwest Tamil Sangam: 

I 
& Head of the Sinhalese BBC Mrs. Babu spoke about 
Program, UK: the sufferings of Sri Lankan 

Mr. Raja was introduced as a "man Tamil women and their heroic 
' of conscience", who had resigned his transformation to responsible 

comfortable position in order to expose economic heads -of -house- 
the hidden agenda of the Sri Lankan hold with equality, self- 
government. He traced the Tamil- respect and dignity. She point- 

: Sinhala relationship in Sri Lanka, their ed out that in the de facto 
historical evolution in clearly demai- state of Tamil Eelam, caste 
cated-areas and the birth of the free- and dowry systems have 
dom struggle. He pointed out the inva- been abolished, and progres- 
lidity of the 1972 and 1978 constitu- sive social changes have 

.tions and that the problem would be been stimulated by the Tamil 
solved if both nations reverted to their leadership. 
pre-independence status. He stated Prof. Peter Schalk of the 
that most Sinhalese had a University of Upsala, Sweden: 
SinhalatBuddhist psyche, which he Pmf spoke on , referred to as the 'Mahavamsa The Rights Mindset' ( a reference to a sixth centu- 

of Sinhala ry chronicle by a Buddhist monk ). Buddhist Fundamentalim in The "Mahapmsa Mindset" proclaims Sri Lanka ' and mentioned 
the island of Sri Lanka as one that that fundamentalism does not belongs only to the Sinhala-Buddist recognize the human and people and insists that everycm else political rights of He can coexist with them so long as they said that Tamils have been 1 assume the position of a "tenant" in a wrongfully denied recognition 
rented house. The mythical as a ,people. with a right to 
Mahavamsa text provides a rationale 

self-determination, and that for present day leaders to galvanize Sinhalese can only think of a political suppott by defining 7amiIs' as 
unitary state under ,one a threat. Contrary to 'tenant-landlord" umbrella,. He pointed out that hierarchy Raja demonstrated the rela- 
the LTTE was not averse to tionship as that of two houses with peace talks, which took place their own landlords, however large the in 985, 986, , 989,go and - relative sizes may have been, which ,: , .,,* 

i v.. ,a- .: . . 
*S L 

. - 

Mrs. Geetha 
ffi-Y 

I - 
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