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LIBERATION TIGERS OF THAMIL EALAM

RESPONDING B0 A MASS CAMPAIGR LAUNCHED BY OUR MOVENMERT, THE LIBEEATIOR

TIGERS, THE MAJORITY OF TEE TAMIL PEOPLE LIVING PREDOMIEATELY IF THE
NORTHERE PROVINCE STAGER A HASS BOYCOTT OF THE LOCAL ELECTIONS OF THL?";

'I8PH HAY. SUCH A MASS BOYCOTT OF ELECTIONS, UNPRECEDENTED IN THE

POLITICAL HISTORY OF THE TAMILS, CONSTITUTES A GREAT POLITICAL AND
PROPAGANDA VICTORY FOR. THE TIGER MOVEMENT. THE T.U.L.F, WHICE DEFIED
THE TICERS APPEAL, SUFFERED AN INSULTING HUMILIATION AFD IRREPARABLT
DAMAGED ITS POLITICAL IHAGE, WHEN 90% OP THEE VOTERS IX THE HORTE
REJECTED THE PARTY'S APPEAL TQ VOTE. THE BOYCOTT WAS CALLED BY THE
PIGERS, WHO, FOR THR FIRST TIME, LAUNCHED AN EFFECTIVE POPULAR CAMPAIGH
APPRALING TO THE PEOPLE TO SHUE THE IDGA}I COVERNMENT ELEDTIONS AS A
MARE OF DISAPPROVAL AND REJECTION OF THE RACIST STATE SYSTES THAT HAS -

. IHPOSED A REIGH OF TERROR AND REPRESSION AGAINST THE TAMILS. THE

FOLLOWING NEWSPAPER CUTTINGR DOCUMENT THE EVENTS LEADING UF. TO AFD
THR QOUTCOME OF THE CAMPAIGH.

INFORMATION. AND PROPAGANDA BUREAU
LIBERAPION TIGERS OF TAMIL EELAM
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| from the local hedies’ polls, !

' | North cast their Votes. This,
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It was a agarfatal poil:
hoyeott in the North on I
Wednesday (18 May).An ~ BeF97p
eveni™ unprecedented in the 3
political life of Sri Lanka.
Respending ¢o  militant ~
youths’ - call to keep away -

————— “_ e e

" Instead- af mde—s‘eppmg;
the militants’ boycoit chal-
99 per cent of the registered | Jenge, the - TULF—partic~
voters in Pt.Pedro, 93 per ' ulasly the high command—
cent i ‘Valvettiturai, 86-per. chose to meet it head-on
cent _in Jaffaa and 85 per Appeals to -the voters to
cent in Chavakachcheri -did ' <0 their © votes wisely’

.Wednesday. and return the TULF to

laced mthr
Overa]l only about 8 per . powes were
cent of the Voters in the - .sneering references. to feuq

‘ guns irying to dlctate to!
the people T o s_

The Northem VQtez’s
considered " verdict has. mot!
. only  badly dented - - the:
. TULF’s political image. A
big question mark - now
: hangs over its future.What

nc"“mte on

| contrasts sharply “with- the
over 80 per cent Yoter tumn -

_'1981 DBC - elections—a
figure higher than the- na-
“tional average—and the 75

per cent turnout at ‘the 1979

&?"E‘il_ clections. | .~ will the TULF MPs do in

- The militants’ boycot? August 7983, when their
-Vlctery has. riggered - of: present parhamentary term
‘speculation about the politi-». expires? = Will the TULF
cal future of the TAMIL ! high command  call for
UNITED - LIBERATION : fresh parliamentary elee-

- FRONT" which - staked its_ ‘ttions or will it opt for the
. éntire political prestige on,

§ -safer path of re-nomination.
to fill the. vacancies created;
= by its MPs res:gnatmns"

’ Elther way, ‘the TULF
*is likely to run into trouble.
Fresh clections would mean,

. thlS electmn

et N i e

Pi. Pedro UC ‘Registered-
' voters—10,928; votes pol-
fed—115 (TULF 82, UNP
27, Independents 3, NSSP 1./
Valvettithurai UC Regis~
tered Voters—S8 972, ‘Yotes
polled—184
TTC 7, UNP 4). Chavakach-

cheri. UC Registered voters .
12,059, Vot% polled——l 861

3
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A
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sajr poht{caL observets, af {HgTR” ~pofitical observers
even morfe intensive boy- -militant - -youths are -nov
cott campaign. The suc~ likely to press. the:TULI
cess of the militants’ trial - o abandon its -parliament
run. on ' Wednesday alkso. ~ary. road altogethei: i it z
seems to rule out the tactics - really - sermns aboz§
of. ie-nommatzoﬂ Accord- & Eelam. B
. Wﬁo'@é %w.m).,th:.w.w TS FJP DTS ~ 3 B
The Tamil United Liber~ = (TULF 1718; TCQ 105
ation . Froni -as expected - UNP 38). - Jaffna MC
has retamed its hoid over ‘Registered ; ?owmé-éwl
- : ::? votes_polled—9,696° (FULI
8,595, UNF 830, TC -272)
‘Vavuniya ~UC: Reg:stere:
- voters—9;265; Votes polled
7,079 (TULF 5454, UNI
1,625). - Trincomales tic
" Registered’ voters—24,793
‘votes polled—-15,723 (TULF
10,940, UNP 2,542, SLFI
2,135, TC 106). -Batticalo;
MC: Reg:stered -Yoters—
22,894; ° votes polled—
17,520 - (TULF - 10,993
Ind. 298}, -

Here S the break-down of
Wednesday's - ~Yoting:

(TULF 173,

UNP6229
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Wednesday s local polls -
in the North (18 May) seem

—--_‘.. ey

~to be in the balance,. fal- - ‘succeed:

’,lowmg the boycott-cami-

/a{a by the LIBERAT-'
TIGERS OF THA-
-MIL EELAM. The drama-

tic .withdrawal of. key.
members in the TULF list
including: ‘Mayor- Design-
ates S. Nagarajah and
Dr. A L. Abraham, the--
'Tamli Congress €N rmasse- -

in the Morth and East andw
(its. backing ‘up. of the

Tigers’ boycott call, have

led to speculation whether .-

the elections  will - g0-
through . at— all.

Pol?lcal observers pre-
dict a very low poll even
i tH— elections are held
‘on s_aedule: most voters
will * steer clear of the

olling' booths, they feel

The Tlgers open lnteru
vehtmn in the polis has
sent' several peaple scurry=-
ing for cover and has -
quallitaively changed the -
political situation. -

The TULF ,Méyor-Desige
nate 8. Nagarajah has ornce -
again sent in a letter with-
drawing from the polls so,
unofficially, the TULF list.
s. ‘headless’.. Dr.

:Mayor i ha_s )
. from the fray too.
“time _of "going fo
. altogether .
-have announced their with--

- The partys No.

A-‘ LA-\-.

e e s

Abraham, . the ' ex-Tamnl

Congress:te who was
Ndgarajah -
‘withdrawn
_ At the
press; °
five

.drawal from Wednesdays

“polls. - More TULFers are

expected to announce their
“withdrawal wuthm th@ next
fewr: d’ays.‘ e 2

IR b e ey

. Thg' J}imﬂ ' Congress has.
" announced its.  withdrawal .

- from the local polls in the
North and East, in deference
to the wishes. of the libera-
tion fighters. > The TC has

- also- called upon the- Tamil
speaking people to boycott'

the polis.

. More. UNPe‘rs, too have
announced they have quit
the party. Announcing his
“resignation, the - UNP’s

Kilinochcht organiser .paid a

"a tribute to the heroism
- and- spirit of "self-sacrifice
“of ‘the liberation fighters. -
1 Jaffna
candtdate, S. Manoharan,
and two others have with-
drawn fromr the elections,
-while “a- person - from Pt
Pedro inserted a page 1
advertisement. in the EELA-

to
as .

TULFers -

N - '-_.:.-

withdrawal from the polls

NADU disclai rqiqg any con-

May 14 1983

nection whatsoever
the UNP!

“and Opposd'an

) wut!\ General
G ‘Leader Mr. Al Amirthalin.

gam—ran helter-skelter foi
Cover.., L. -

Despxte the defectton of
key members in its list, the
< TULF -high command has
decided. the Front will not -
w;thdraw -from -the polls.
The main argument it has.
‘put forward in defence of
its decision is -that with-
drawal and- boycott will- be-. ium: the windscreen was
tantamount to semng the- smashed” and  the tyres
“pass and handing ovei the' deflated. The TULF meet-
Eastern Province to the ing Conhnued on 2 low key.
"UNF on a platter. .. - ;

The youths th‘err huacked
Mr. Amcrthalmgams official
-car and drove away at high
speed. - It was later found
abandoned - opposite the
Kombayanmanal Cremator-

- I . -

The T.U.LF. . leadership
- is- however known o be_ ‘
upset by the recent open .
activities' of the Liberation
Tigers, who reinforced their
call for a.polis.boycott with -
_a dramatic entry last Sun-
‘day (8 May) at the -TULF
election meeting at 'Five
Junctions’. . Four youths
suddenly appeared on” the
-scene; one of them_fired
- few - rounds »from his .-
machine -gun in the air.
“What have you. done for .
the last 30 years? We've
‘been wandering about for -
1& years naw” they demand-

The_'crowd began to mave
to safety while the speakers
seated on- the platform— -
except the TULF- Secretary 4
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! “Thired “supporiers of ihe Pedto MPCS, the branch: ® Those ‘three deaths bring

ruling - United  National President of .the . UNP’s-¥p 10 five the pumber of -

E - two' - *% trade union ‘organisation, UNP Supporiers-shot dead -
Party—two'of them heading ° san since ‘November 1982, Last -

‘tha nartv’s 1 H ' Jatika - Sevaka - Sarigamaya, S . . T
the party’s list of candidates Jattka 'eva'a SHCEERAV woop .y Thambapillai. - of -

for mext month’s local polls, and its Northern Organiser Ponnalokadduvan was shot "

the othier a bodygnard of the Murigesu Pararajasing- - in his -house =
UNP’s Jaffea Organiser— ham (31) who was injured Kol sandiiy- 3 2
were shof dead on Friday during the shooting was ad- Pulendran; Sthe JINP’s -WVa~s
(29th " April) at Pt Pedre, mitted to the General Hosp~ Suniya Gfgzzﬁser;fwas.,éhotj_
Valvettitarai ‘and Chavaka-ital, Jaffna, - where an.'dead on 19 Janmary while
cheheri. This brings  the emergency operation - Was he was waiching a TV movie
tally of UNP supporters in performed on him. Sesvat home. LT '
the Nnrth shot dead within § S Rajaratnam, a ‘fong i - A. Thiagarajalg, - eX~MP .
the /l‘\it ﬁs*e monﬁ}s up 10 time UNP ‘supporter and .;fOI‘ Vaddukcddal and the
fivea © . %, A= L 5]\ | No: 1 Jaffoa DDC -
T T '_';_bodyguarﬁf,‘the, UNP's condidate, was shot dead
K. V. Ratnasingham— Jaffpa Organiser K. Gane-.per an -election -meeting
the UNP’s No. 1 candidate Shalingam, was shot dead;p May 1981, .- . -~
‘at Pt Pedro—was = shot 2t Valvettiturai on Friday, -*. 7. o TTR Ul
dead at ‘noon on Friday
almost opposiie the Magis-
trate’s Bungalow. at Beach

* afternoon. ~ The ~van im’ e
which he was travelling was '
‘stopped by - unidentified

e ___youths on cycles; they pul-

Road, PiPedro while e jed him out of the van and
was cycling home. ,Afca;d .shot him dead on the spot..
bearine the insignia .of the -» .. - SR

-'}b?gi?”ﬁelam ¥ theration Uﬁg’ C{ﬂa‘gj}n@@chen&dtﬁe
e 4 eside his s leading = candidate

 Tigers was found beside Samuel Seevaratnam . Mut-

? ':!;ody. h(gne_mde. Qf: tge“%ci b (65) was shot dead

~ ‘bore: this inscription: S - Iyt

. is ‘the death sentence for rqz}gd abogt ‘;:g Nl;rf;l-...oz

" being the mercenary of a Friday. he o PP;_

State that has unleashed 1 for a chat at his -nc

. terrorism.” . It “was signed door meighbour’s - house,

| -b'y the Central Committee 2 pastor, When 3 “-youths
'} the Liberation Tigers. cycled up, pulled out, re-

Ratnasingham (43) was o him.  They left
ihe Chiel Clerk: of the Pr. gtelge;(si la letter b};fore

“cycling away. - :

volvers and pumped a few

T T -
May ;1983
Y ‘?2‘ o FeL R et o o~

[ TION TIGERS OF THA-
U MIL EELAM (Prabhakar-
i an -‘Ggoup) issuéd leaflets
on® Wednesday . (4 May)
, calling upon the people to

¢ totally -reject the forthcom-

! ing- local " -elections” and
i clajming :xesponsibility - for
. the killing of the 3 UNPers.
:In a“veiled reference, the
« Tamil-United... . Liberation
"Front is branded an -evil
force which “<is -Eeelamist
‘pnly at election time. and

. *on election platforms!

.~ The Liberation Tigers
~ boycott call came just :
* few days after 2 bit o
. political ~ knockabout in
volving the TULF’s Mayo

1
-1 Designate . S. Nagarajah
. He anpounced = his with

. drawal -from  the Jaffo:
‘ Municipal Elections, ther
tdid an  aboutturn an¢
| withdrew Bis letter ‘of with
- drawall A threatening lette
is reported to have prompi
- &d him to send- in his lette

.-of withdrawal and pressure

- from the TULF leadershif
. ‘prodded him to recall it

S S . .
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