WORLD PRESS REPORTS ON

LIBERATION TIGERS

OF THAMIL EALAM
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PRACTICE IS THE PROOF
OF OUR AUTHENTICITY.

The Liberation Tigers claim that they
constitute the armed vanguard of the
Thamil National Independence struggle.
They claim that they represent the only
powerful extra parliamentary Liberation
Rival

elements and reactionary forces might

movement in Thamil Ealam.
attempt. to put forward contradictory
claims to create confusion. Unfortunately
these forces do exist and have engaged in
a sinister form of smear campaign to
undermine the growing local and internat-
ional popularity of the Tiger movement.
Such propaganda

falsehood and fantasy cannot tarnish the

vicious based on
image of our movement since our claims
are based on truth based on concrete
political action. It is the revolutionary
political practice that stamps the authen-

ticity of our claims.

THE TIGER MOVEMENT HAS
EFFECTIVELY DESTROYED THE MOST
POWERFUL AND EFFICIENT SECRET
POLICE NETWORK IN THAMIL EALAM;
IT HAS PARTIALLY PARALYSED THE

CIVIL ADMINISTRATION OF THE
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT; IT HAS ELIM-
INATED COLLABORATORS AND

TRAITORS AND HAS TAKEN THEIR
OPERATIONS INTO THE VERY HEART
OF THE CAPITAL BY BLOWING UP THE
GOVERNMENT OWNED AIRCRAFT.

It is the armed revolutionary struggle of
the Tigers that alarmed the repressive
bourgeois regime. It is the Tigers who
boldly and courageously challenged the

State power of the Sinhala imperialism

(1)

that has been strangling our nation.
It is the Tigers who made the cry
of the

international

our nation heard in

world. It is the
Tigers who uphold the pride and
dignity of our people who are
subjected to a savage from of
indignity and humiliation.

If our armed struggle is not
effective, if it doesn't enjoy the
support of the popular masses, why
the invoke

does Government

legislations, amend constitutions,

declare emergencies. If we are a

group
significance why do they dispatch

tiny of no political
thousands of troops and police to
Thamil areas on a Tiger hunt. It is
an undeniable fact that the Tigers
this  Government

Out of

instability, out of desperation, out

have made

politically unstable.
of fear the Government is forced
into counter-revolutionary actions.
Such actions bear testimony to the
fact that the Tigers are the most
powerful revolutionary force, a

force to be reckoned with. )
The wider support we enjoy from

the popular masses is.a matter that

doesn't require any evidence of
proof. Even our adversaries
recognise this fact. @ The very

survival, security and the success
of our movement depend on the
popular support. It is upon the
foundation of popular mass support
the Tigers have built up their
revolutionary organisation.
that

nothing but

Tigers

can proudly claim their

movement is an
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organisational expression of the
revolutionary aspirations of the masses;
they are the embodiment of the people's
insurrectionary spirit. It is because of the
popular support that the Tigers are
functioning effectively and fighting
efficiently. Years of tight surveillance
and tireless search of the security forces
have not disturbed us. The recent and the
most notorious form of man hunt ever
undertaken by the State police has not
affected our structure of political and
military operations; it is because we are

inextricably integrated with the masses.

A concrete evidence of our strength, of
our struggle, of our growing international
popularity is the world pres's coverage
given to our  movement. The
revolutionary armed struggle advanced by
our movement for the cause of political
independence of Thamil Ealam has
attracted the world attention. In this
pamphlet we have documented extracts
from the articles and reports which have
appeared in various newspapers and
magazines throughout the world. These
materials certainly provide authenticity
for our claims. The world press reportings
give divergent views, different
characterisations. Some are unbiased and
others are biased and distorted, yet these
differing portrayals tell only one story,
the story of the struggle of the Tigers,

their courageous actions and daring deeds.

In the world press the Tigers have been
branded as killers, murderers, robbers and
terrorists. They are also characterised as
revolutionaries, guerrillas and freedom
fighters. Whatever the form the picture
is painted, it reveals one important truth,

that is, the Tigers movement has

attracted the attetnion of the
international press, which is an
undeniable evidence of its growing
international popularity. We begin
our story with the TIGER'S
LETTER TO VIRAKESARI that
created so much upheaval and
panic in the country and conclude
with the protest note given to Mr
R. Premedasa in London which

appeared in the 'London Murasu'.

LIBERATION TIGERS OF
THAMIL EALAM

{2)




www.padippakam.com

VIRAKESARI 'THE PREMIER THAMIL  DAILY IN SRI LANKA' PUBLISHED
THE FOLLOWING LETTER ON THE  28th APRIL 1978
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TYPED REPRODUCTION FOR CLARITY
25th April 1978

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

The founder name of the organisation
Tamil NEW TIGERS (T.N.T.) was changed
on 5.5.76 and the new name is LIBERAT-
ION TIGERS OF TAMIL EALAM. We claim
responsibility for the following
deaths.

I. Mr. Alfred Duraiappah (Mayor
for Jaffna, S.L.F.P Organiser North-
ern region. Shot Dead.

2. Mr. N.Nadarajah (Proparitar
Petrol Garage, Urumpirai, and S.L.F.P
Organiser, Kopay (Bombed)

3. Mr. A. Karunanithi (C.I.D
Police K.K.S.) Shot dead.

4. Mr. Shanmuganathan (C.I.D
Police. K.K.S5) Same day shot dead.

5. Mr. Shanmuganathan (C.I.D
Police V.V.T)

6. Mr. Thangarajah (Sec. of the
former S.L.F.P. M.P Nallur Mr,
Arulampalam)

7. Mr. C. Kanagaratnam (MPfor
Pottuvil former T.U.L.F and present
U.N.P)

8. Mr. Bastiampillai (C.I.D
Inspector of Police)

9. Mr. Perampalam (C.1.D Sub-
Inspector of Police)

10, Mr. Balasingam (c.1.p
Sergent of Police)

II. Mr. Siriwardene (C.I.D
Police Driver).

The Bastiampillai Party came in
search of LIBERATION TIGERS of TAMIL
EALAM about 6 a.m on Tth April 1978
with S.M.G., shot gun, Revolvers and
Pistol, and attacked Tigers but the
Tigers destroyed them without any
death or body injury to Tigers and
the car was also destroyed.

No other groups, Organisation or
Individuals can claim this death.
Serious action will be taken against
those who claim the above other than
Tigers in Ceylon or Abroad.

We are not responsible for Past robb
eries of any kind,

Secretary
CENTHAL COMMITTG:LE

T.U.L.F - Tamil United Liberation
Front.

U.N.P - United National Party.

S.L.F.P - Sri Lanka Freedom Party.

K.K.S - Kankesanturai.

V.V.T - Valvetiturai.

C.1.L

- Criminal Investigation
Department.
M.P - Member of Parliament,




www.padippakam.com

BAHRAIN DAILY NEWS
30th May 1978

eeeinepectar  Bastian Fo-
Jai, we hunting fov the
Tiger wvouths who had ¢
vosucressfully tried 1o
Eitt Tamil  poclinmes:
tavian (. Canegeyat-
nam,  who erassed
pver o Javewardene's
guvernment recently.
Thee MP was shot aud
badly wounded.

Oo Apvil 6, the ins-
pector and three
athers had stmbled on
a “Liberatiou Tigers”

.

GCunned down

Tuc ffth officer, ins-
pector  Padmanathan,
, had  taken  over the
investigations and was
snnned  down  at his
residenca In Jaffng,
capiizl  of north 5ri
Lankia.« ov0s
seesPolice =2y sis moem-
bership caunat be over
a thousand  just now,
hut its influence ceems
€0 pervasive amoeng
the ‘famils in the

Gamini Navaratne|

es0 Caches of arms  and

explosives have been
found in scveral parts
of Jaffna. To thwert
any attemipt at open
insurrection, the Gov-
ernment has despatch-
ed extra troops and
police 1o the nerth,
and a 24-hour alert is
heing maintained.

But political obser-
vers say that with un-
employment —- and so
anger and frustration
—running high among

hideout in the jungies porth that so far no the Tamil youths, the
.of Mannat. They were one has voluntcered “Likeration Tigers”
shet by Tiger yeuths to help the suthorities are likely 1o gather
wailing atop ftrees. in their investigations. further  supporie ese
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ASIA WEEK (INDIA)

Sri Lanka

Return of
the Spectre

Nowadays, the Sri Lanka public no
longer doubts the existence of home-
grown tupamaros committed to carving
out an independent Tamil state in the
northern tip of the island; the terrorists
themselves have made sure of that.
After committing a series of brutal
murders nine months ago (ASIAWEEK,
November 4, 1977), the Tamil Libera-
tion Army — as they were then known
~ ‘submerged for a while. When they
surfaced last month, it was to claim
responsibility for the assassination of a
Tamil politician, the attempted murder
of two Tamil Members: of Parliament
and the killing of six policemen
investigating their activities.

Though police sleuths have put the
number of these self-styled *‘liberation
Tigers”’ now operating at about 20, the
size and scale of their man-hunt seems
to suggest that a confrontation with a
much larger guerilla force is expected.
There are many theories about the
composition of the rebel movement.
According to the state-owned Daily
News, the Tigers are in the same league
as the Irish Republican Army and
West Germany’s Baader-Meinhoff

. Citing police sources, it even
gl_?;gest,ed that they had been trained
abroad by international terrorist
organisations.

or their par}tl:, the police s‘trong_ty
suspect that the group receives its
0 ?::ional funds from Sri Lankan
amils overseas — notably in Malaysia,
‘Singapore, India, the Gulf states and
Britain. Routine screening of remit-
tances from expatriate Sri Lankans

www.padippakam.com

26th May 1978

has, however, not yielded any new clue
except’ that the Tigers have been
buying (and storing) arms and am-
munition with some of the money.
There was a flurry of excitement some
months back when police arrested a
band of youngsters armed with brand
new automatic weapons bearing
“foreign markings.” But experts
pronounced that these were by no
means a reliable clue as such guns
could have been bought in job lots on
the burgeoning international market
for unauthorised arms.

Some observers insist that the police
have underestimated the number of
Tigers now on the prowl. As part of
their combat strategy, the guerillas
have sought to create theimpression
that they are no less dedicated to the
cult of insensate violence than that
other group currently hogging inter-
national heddlines, Italy’s dreaded Red
Brigades. The police had initial con-
firmation of their existence, cabled
Asiaweek’'s - S.G.N. Pushparetnam
from Jaffna, when a leading Ta-
mil newspaper in Colombo, Vira-
kesari, carried the facsimile of a letter

from the ‘‘Liberation Tigers of Thamil
Ealam.”’

Dated April 25, 1978, the missive
boastfully claimed responsibility for as
many as eleven murders and ‘warned

Financial Times Wednesday May 31 1978

darkly: *‘No other group, organisations
or individuals can claim ‘these deaths.
Serious action will be taken against
those who claim the above other than
Tigers in Ceylon or abroad.’’ Onlookers
point out, however, that the gunmen
may have erred in their body count; at
least C. Kanagaratnam, once a member
of the T.UL.F. and now a ruling
United National Party M.P. for
Pottuvil, survived his gunshot wounds.
Last week Kolice intelligence swung
briskly though belatedly into action. It
named four of its most wanted men —
all of them Tamils — and put u
wall posters carrying magnifi
mugshots and descriptions. Surveil-
lance on certain houses in Colombo and
elsewhere, believed to be linked with
the movement, has been intensified and
a house-to-house search launched in.the
Tamil-speaking northern and eastern
provinces. To give the police extra
muscle, President J.R. Jayewardene
has ordered the armed forces to assist
them in the countryside against the
Tigers — a move privately applauded
by military top brass as well as middle-
ranking officers. Plainly, no one
wanted to chance a repetition of the
traumatic 1971 insurrection, when the
Janata Vimukthi Peramuna (People’s
Liberation Front) came within an ace of
pulling off a successful coup d'etat
against Sirimavo Bandaranaike.

The Tamil
‘powder keg’

Financial Times Tuesday May 16 1978

Government takes new powers

Politically active workers,
both among the Tamil com-
munity in Colombo and the
main town of the Northern
Province, Jaffna, are more
forthright in their demands,
and it is possibly because of
this difference that a terrorist
movement called the Tigers has
grown up in the past year,
dedicated to winning indepen-
dence by ,violence. Despite this
organisation hitting. only at
what it considers to be Tamil
traitors and collaborators, it has
widespread passive support
among the Tamils, a support
not apparently based on fear.

President Jayewardenes
Government has recently
started a campaign to round up

the Tigers, variously estimated

in strength from between 20

and 30 to more than 200. Com-

bined operations of police and
army units are beginning to
make sweeps of the areas in
the Tamil-speaking provinces
where the Tigers are believed
to be living among the local
population,

There is no indication yet of
a foreign involvement as in the
case of the North Korean assist-
ance during the 1871 student
insurrection. Nor is there proaf
of any international terrorist
link, although the Tigers are
said to admire the Palestine
Liberation Organisation

(5)

THE Sri Lanka Government Is arming itself with massive powgrs
fo forestail a fresh outbreak of communal violence between the
Sinhalese and minority Tamil population, Pavid Housego and
Simon Henderson report from Colombo.

Describing the situation as a “ powder keg,” President Junius
Jayawardene said today that legislation wouid be brought before
parfiament this week to outiaw terrorist organisations, remove
the. right of bail for the 'most serious offences and oblige the
courts to Impose prison terms instead of suspended sentences.

In addition 500 armed police and several army units have
been sent as reinforcements to the northern Tamil speaking part
of the Island. . E i) e

These urgent measures have been taken following the nfurder
during the last month of five Tamil police officers. An organisa-
tion caliing itself the Tamii New Tigers Movement—and com-
mitted to establishing a separate Tamil state in the north of the
iglan;‘lh—has claimed responsibilty for these murders as well as
six others.
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DINAPATHY 8th September 1978  (DAILY SRI LANKA)
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The News Line Monday July 16 1979 NEWS LINE (LONDON DAILY)
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The only alrcraft owned b! the national alriine Air Ceylon was bombed and destroyed by the
e

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eefam on September 7, 1978, the day when the Sri Lankan bourgeoisie
introduced its new constitution

(6)
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WEEKEND
(Sri Lanka)
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Air Ceylon picks
up the pieces

By RANJAN JOSEPH

Alr Ceylon has decided to overhaul the

Lloyds Insurance have already informed

engines of the Avro aircraft wrecked recently the ' Insurance Corporation of Ceylon on the

at the Ratmalana Alrport with a vlew to re-

non-coverage of the ill-fated Avro in respect

covering some part of the Rs. 18 m?llion toss of the ‘sabotage’ visk clause
incurred as a result of the explosion of a

bomb planted abosrd the plane,

vhe GATITTE, Mentioal, Wed. Fobr. 71,1972 THE GAZETTE (MONTREAL CANADA)

—— p———-

Sri Lanka’s Tiger guerrillas
amaze police with boldness

By GALURI KAVARATHE

Vi BC — Terronsm, most of it link.cd 10 s¢pa-
as, ks Lecome a chalieazs of the v Lane

ment thames most incidents oa the
who aim 1o estatlsh a soparale
, iberating the Tand's {rom
or Siplidese conniundly.
send 2lsa suspocts thal autside
to Che anoanlerost in e meves
ty suppeort the Tynas are
Ged fordin countnus,
The terronsis have sitacked government build-
s, derntod Surnad busc, held upostale
o0, and asaated or merdered
s who Ueelizborated™ with the Sirhilcse
Trese acts 2pjear to be dincled at chaking the
waslity ol the o Con in e north, '
15 theiz latest aafuedt, the Tigers displayed a bold-
ressand e hip that amazed pelice. |
& proup of arvnod youths raided & Lronch of the
sioteren Bank of Jeylon in trosg o ¢ F 0
Foafd st e Bl Ceoppid hissud
ran for cover. G of 2 youths picked up the machin-
cron, felowed e plicenten and fnished
came back and shol at the two other guunds, KiLng one
and waenfing the oler.

fleecdrd Ball

e grou) leadxd £40,000 — 3, wxord haul in
— of the barX's cash inle a walting car and

&5y Hpd; ) -
£2 far, pelice haove {led to Bnd 2 single clue, al-
theuzh a crowd witnezsad the inerdent

THE TIMES  15th September 1978

Group claims it
bombed aircraft

Responsibility for the des-
truction of an Air Ceylon air-
craft at Colombo’s Ratmalane
airport on September 7 was
claimed in a letter which
reached The Times yesterday
(Our Foreign Staff writes).

The lester, under the headin
“Liberation Tigers of Thamd
Ealam”, said in part: “We,
the Tigers, accept full. respon-
sibility for the planting (sic)
of the TIME BOMB in the Air
Ceylon aircraft Avro-748, which
(sic) was completely burnt on
7.9.1978. Our struggle will
continue. . . . ‘The letter was
brought to the .attention of
Scotland Yard.

TYPED REPRODUCTION FOR CLARITY

COLOMBO - Terrorism, most of it linked to
separist guerrillas, has become a challenge of
the Sri Lankan government.

The government blames most incidents on
the Liberation Tigers, who aim to establish a
separate Tamil state in the north, liberating the
Tamils from dominance by the major Sinhalese
community.

The government also suspects that
‘outside forces' have begun to take an interest in
the movement, claiming that funds to support the
Tigers are being collected in unidentified foreign
countries,

The terrorists have attacked gowernment
buildings, derailed trains, burned buses,. held up
state banks, killed II policemen, and assaulted
or murdered Tamils who 'collaborated' with the
Sinhalese.

These acts appear to be directed at
shaking the stability of the administration in the
north.

In their latest exploit, the Tigers
displayed a boldness and a marksmanship that
amazed police.

A group of armed youths raided a branch
of the state-~run Bank of Ceylon in broad daylight.
A police guard, hit by a bullet, dropped his sub-
machine gun and ran for cover. One of the youths
picked up the machinegun, followed the policeman
and finished him off. He came back and shot at
the two other guards, killing one and wounding the
other.

Record Haul

Then the group loaded £40,000 - a record
haul in Sri Lanka - of the bank's cash into a
waiting car and departeds

So far the police have failed to find
a single clue, although a crowd witnessed the
incident.

n
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THE SUN  6th December 1978

NK ROBBERS GUN
DOWN 2 POLICEMEN

Rs, 1,18 MILLION HEIST IN NALLUR

By RANIL WEERASINGHE
Armed contingents of the Army and Navy yester-
day joined the Police in a massive operation in the
Jaifna peninsula to track  down two youths who shot
two Policemen dead, badly injured another and es-
caped with Rs. 1.18 million from the People’s Bank

at Nallur.

The incident took place around 10.30 yesterday morning
while the cazh was being transferred by car from the Nallur
Branch to the People’s Bank at Jaffina.

Immediately after

the loading of the money into the

car, lwo youths opened fire and wounded Police Constable
Kingsley Perera who was on escort duty. The wounded Cons--
table dropped the sub-machine gun he was carrying and sought
cover in the toilet of the bank.

One of the youths who picked u
‘gun, opsned fire and killed Reserve
nantha who was on duty at the

the fallen sub-machine
lice Constable Satniya-
entrance of the bank.
4771 —

£ q

G uBISS Qanordn sl PS5

The machine gun-totting youth then entered the bank
and shot a second Reserve Police Con:table Jayarainam be-
fore going to the toilet and riddling the injured Constable
Kingsley Perera with a burst of the gun.

Reserve Constable Jayaratnam who was wounded in the
stomach is now lying critically injured in the Jafina Hospital
under armed guard.

Following the shooting the two youths got away in the
very car that was to have transported the mcney. The car,
which was driven in the direction of Kankesanturai, was later
found abandoned near a Kovil cemetery.
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THE HINDU (INDIA DAILY)

Sri Lanka on 12197
Alert Following
Bank Robbery

COLOMBO, Dec. 7.
The Sri Lanka Army was pla
ced on alert and a contingency
plan to prevent any possible out-
ggmt of violence went into effect

Te.

The contingency plan became
effective following the gunning
down in Jaffna on Tuesday of
three policemen on guard duty at
a State-owned bank which was at-
tacked by a gang of armed youth.
Two officers were killed and the
third was critically injured. The
youth then vanished with Rs. 1.2
millions. i

The police said they believed
the attack was made by a group
of young militants belonging fo
the minority Tamil community
pressing for a separaie state. The
men planned the robbery to gain
funds for the separatist cause,
the police said.—UNI.

(8)
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Police Informant
Shot Dead

COLOMBO, Dec. 7.
A cycle mechanie, suspected of
having given valuable In: ormation
to the CID concerning the blow
up.of the Alr Ceylon Avro at the
Katunayake international airport
near here in September last, has

R, 4w srupn &1, wFaPer . AAGui dsmyit g (&R i s, been shot dead by three unidentl-
L Sepa6@  WUbSSHD, @EBUTTD. _ . : fied youths in Jaffna, capital of the
SBGurgy Q@amrepiyy Gurefer T Fea"r 3‘ianlgg.do':¢l:'c‘:!":l‘llng thr?:f?rmn,t,il;or{
el i e v & Db Qlomens G, WimgpLiLiT oRT & reaching the police headquarters

oTe sTiuUCreyas@d  Ho sear sorwlé  gaw here to-day,

Gerjswrer o6 QaGrm. owded @Fédda  uws Lo “&“’%2&&°‘§§3u28¥"%ﬁ‘::
@D LD 657 LD Gang e g 515 T & ls Q“’T‘W“P@PQ he was repairing a cycle, They

Ser&suu’L g O Qs Cu gi—SNA&meyi  epeui
565, . GG &LUBE Q& perd,

@& Qsrirdurs &k Ll ugadley @beLr Ly
aorey Quadert Fp ardign HepéR B aer
QAreni  pmvueTd mag wargy. Phsert Aundss

{old the mechanic before shooting
him that he had given the police
informatlon which led to the
arrest of a person in connection
with the Avro blow-up.—PTI,
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Peter Niesewand looks at a propaganda,
campaign’s violent heritage
hack into business, using leased

° well as a constable. Later a
Srl I anka guerrilla suspect was arrested.

' ® aircraft.
polishes

gucrrilla activilies are particu-
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MPs protest at new
Sri Lanka laws

Air Ceylon has only just gone

Tamil
image

From this young. disgruntied
group. the outlawed guerrilla
organisation, the Tamil Tigers,
draws many of its activists. A
number of recent bank rob-
beries, are believed to be the
work of the Tigers with the
aim of financing the purchase
of more arms.

farly at risk. The murder of
Mr Alfred Duralyappah, former
mayor of the northern town of
Jafina, provides a good -ex-
@mple of ‘this. Mr Duralyappah
was shot dead in Julv, 1975,
and police investigations pro-
ceeded slowly. According 1o
admissions by the government,
19 months later. Police Ceon-
stable Karunanidhi who was
making inquiries about the
assassination, was himself mur-
dered Two otlher constables in-
volved in the investigation of
Karunanidhi's death were
gunned own three months
Jater. and in April Jast year,
guevrillas murdered an inspec-

By Martin Walker

A group of 50 Lakour MPs has
sent a petition to the govern.
ment of Sr1 Lanka condemning a
*“huge step away from demo-
cracy” taken in two “new
anti-terrorist ™ laws.

The laws which have caused
the concern are the Proscrip-
von of Tigers Act, and a new
law designed to curb the wave
of serious crime in Sri Lanka.
This 1mposes minimum sen-
tences for serious crime, and
makes bzil difficult to obtain.

Under the Proscription of
Tigers law, police. an govern-
ment have unprecetented
powers to detain, interrogate
and imprison people suspected
of being Tigers, or of support.
ing them.

But the law s framed in
such a way that its provisions
can be extended to any other
group which is officially pro-
nounced to be “ prejudicial to
the internal security of Sn
Lanka,” and it is this aspect of
the law which has alarmed the
Labour MPs.

S el

Tamil guerrilla bands seored tor. a sub-inspector, a sergeant
a series of propaganda vice- and a police driver.
tories  Jast September  when It is hard to see how the
they destroyed the only air- guerrlla  violence can  be
craft owned Ly the national ecltminated while Tamil griev-
airhine, Air Ceylon. and then ances about cducation, jobs,
went on to assassinate a police language, development and
informant in the incident, as land continue.

SUNDAY OBSERVER (LONDON) 15.9.1979
Tamil ‘tigers’

A new upsurge of violenue
by Tamil separatists in the
uorth of Sri Lanka may lead
to a Government ban on the
opposition  Tamil  United
Liberation Front (TULF)
under new emergency regula-
tions.

President Javawardene has
declared a siate of emer-
gency in the Jaffna districr
and new anti-terrorism laws.
including life sentences, will
be introduced in Parliament
an Thursdav. The police and
armed forces will be given
greater powers of search and
arrest.

The Government has al-
ready banned a Tamil ter-
rorist movement called the
‘Liberation Tigers” which
has killed several policemen

(9) in the north,
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Rut at the same time, the Tamil guestion has led 10
-azncal terrorism, the first of its kind in the country.
~:ree weeks alter the killing of four Criminal Investigations
erartment detectives iavestigating a political murder at-
=pt (on the life of 2 TamJ United Liberation Front MP
. =0 had crossed over to the government), 2 Tamil-language
-:wsraper published what 1t claimed to be a letter from the

-eration Tiger Movement claiming responsibility for the
J.ag of 11 people. The government acted swiftly and
—ated & series of meusures, including the movement of
~2ops to srlected areas snd the banning of the Liberation

2on Movement.

The activities of the Liberation Tigers (comiprising radi-
r. Tami youth) are considered to be the deterring fuctor
f‘}:h rrevents the Tamil United Liberation Froat (TULL),

;ieading opposition party, from giving up uts demand for
. .evzrate state. With such a constraint, the TULF has been
..y of supporiing the government which it might well
we done in view of the concessions granted to the Tumils.

THIS FORTNIGHT: June 25-july 9, 1979

THE GUARDIAN 16.5.1978

Forces help
in manhunt

From Reuter in Colombe
PRESIDENT ' Jayewardene
has calleq out the Army,
Navy and Alr Foree In Srl
Lanka to help pelice find the
killers of five detectives in
the Tamil-speaking Jaflna
Peninsula. The self-styled Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil
Eelam, who demand a separ-
ate and Independent Tamll
State, have clalmed responsl-
bility for killing four detce-
tives but police belleve they
were also responslble for the
death of a fifth.

ewards totailing nearly
£14,000 have becn offered by
the police, who belleve the
Tigers have connectlons in
Britaln, the Guif States,
Malaysia and Singapore.

GLOBAL TRENDS

TAMILS IN SRI LANKA

TIGERS

he Tigers are on the prowl,
more elusive than ever beflore.

The very mention of the word

“Tiger” gives the creeps to Sinhalese

politicians and Tamil moderates of Sri

Lanka. It is not the man-ating variety

that they are afraid of, but militant

Tamil youths, styled “Liberation Tig-

ers”, operating in the predominantly

Tamil areas of northern and eastern
provinces of the island republic.

In the last week of May, the Sri

Lanka Government extended the ban

on the Tamil youth movement for one

more year. If nothing clse, this is a clear

¥ indicator of the growing strength of the

Liberation Tigers and the Govern-

ment’s exercise of constitutional wea-

pons to combat the aspirations of the
majority of Tamils in Sri Lanka.

The Tamils have been oppressed for
too long and the Tigers are their sun-
beam of hope. Frustrated by racial and
linguistic discrimination both in higher
education and employment chances,
Tami! youths had taken to arms to
create “Tamil Eelam”—a separate state
for Tamils.

Encouraged by the declaration of the
veteran Tamil leader, late S.J.V. Chel-
vanayakam on May 22 1975, that
Tanils were “left with no other means
of survival but the restoration of the
Tamil state”, the youths took to insur-
rections. The first salvo was fired with
the murder of the mayor of Jaflna in
1975 who was a known sympathiser of
the then Sirimavo Bandaranayake
Government. This was followed by
several robberies of banks and post
offices. to finance Tiger operations.

_- : : ui%UuasLb - = e -

ON THE

When the J.R.
Jayawardene Government proclaimed
a new constitution on September 7,
1977, the Tigers blew up an Awvro
aircraft at the Ratnamale airport near
Colombo. Jayawardene and other
Government lecaders were expected to
be at the airport, but their plans were
changed. Nonctheless, the Avro indi-
dent gave the jitters to the Government,
which launched a massive man hunt.
As many as 17 police officers, who
went to Jaflna to investigate the Avro
incident were killed, but not one of the
arsonists could be apprehended. Some
persons were taken into custody for
interrogation, but those actually in-
volved could not be traced. This has led
the police to suspect every Tamil youth
in Colombo and other major towns.
Over the month- the Tigers have
developed good contacts with Tamils
abroad, espccially in Singapore. Lon-
don, the Fiji islands and Mauritius.
Jaflna Tamils who have settled down in
these places have undertaken a
systematic propaganda for Tamil’s
cause and arc also raising funds for the
movement.

~ The Sa Lanka Government is infur-
tated by the Tigersicontinued contacts

with the DMK in Tamil Nadu.

(1

PROWL

The Foreign Secretary of Sri Lanka
asserted on May 14, before the Sansoni
Commission which is inquiring into the
1977 communal riots. that the Tigers
had connections with some organisa-
tions in Tamil Nadu. He said that as
manv a8 20,000 detonators detected at
Valvetnturai in northern Sn Lanka
were smnuggled into the island {rom
Suuth India.

Meanwhile. latest reports sav that the
police is being equipped with the gad-
gets like speed cars, automatic guns.
walkie-talkie sets and training in Scot-
land Yard to counter the Tiger “men-

]
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Tlgers ’rake on Tyran’r

by Harry Eelavan

J R JAYAWARDENE, the Presi-
dent of Sri Lanka has declared a state
of emergency in Jaffna, the northern
city of  elam province, where the
Tamil population live. For the last
two years 2 Tamil guerilla group, the
Liberation Tigers of ‘elam, have
been waging an armed struggle for
secession. They have claimed respon-
sibility for the deaths of 15 top police
officers in the past year and a half.

There are now 8,000 government troops

The News Line Monday July 16 1979

in Jaffna. When the state of emergency
was declared, Jayawardene gave orders to

the army and police to wipe out ‘terrorism’

- in the province,

Soon after troops arrested eight young
activists. The bodies of two were found on
a street near the army camp. The fate of
the others i not yet known. g‘he same day
the police arrested 50 youths in the bus
station then rampaged through the city
attacking people on the streets. Now over
300 Tamils are suffering detention and
torture.

NEWS LINE (LONDON DAILY)

It is conditions like

these of workers on’

a tea plantation that
have lead to the
Tamil demand for
secession from Sri
Lanka. Picture:
Martin Walker

THE GUARDIAN
4TH JULY I979

Separatists to
face new ban

From Reuter, in Cologmbo

“The Sri :Lankan. Government
will “introduce ¢ Mgislation - to
combat a growing - wave of
separatist guerrilla- violence,
President Junius™ Jiyewardene
said yesterday.

He told his United National
Party Government parliament-
ary group that he was consi-
dering banning, the separalist
movement and - the - Tamil
Unitéd Liberation Front
(TULF), .which—has - 17 ~MPs.
He - said. that. TULF headed a
separatist guerrilla _ organisa-
tion® *called - the Liberation
Tigers.

THE GUARDIAN
Tuesday July 10, 1979

Tiger talk

Sir,—According to a
Reuter news ilem (July 4)
Mr Julius Jayawardane, the
President of Sri Lanka has
stated that the Tamil Parlia.
mentary Opposilion  Party,
the Tamil United Liberation
Front headed the guerrilla
liberation movemen!, the
Liberation Tigers of Thamil
Latam.

The Liberation Tigers wish
to state thal such a claim is
totally unirue and calculated
to confuse the people of Sri
Lanka and the world. The
Liberation Tigers are a revo-
Tutionary political organisa-
tion, having an independent
poltical structure and leader-
ship. The Tiger Movement
functions with a socialist
ideology and committed to
revolutionary armed struggle
to achieve national indepen-
dence—Yours sincerely,

Chief Representative, Wes-

tern Kurope. Name and
address supplied)

Tamils fight back against
Sti Lanka repression

The organisation has since

«svs oo [t was this situation which
produced a new organisation
— a guerrilla organisation
called the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam. The Labera-
tion Tigers won some of the
best Tamil youth to lts
ranks.

been declared illegal, but it
continues to wage a heroic
struggle against the Sri
Lankan state apparatus.

The Tamil Tigers hit the
headlines last September
when they destroyed the only
aircraft owned by the nation-
al airline, Air Ceylon!

(12)

The Tigers have also offi-
cially repudiated an attempt s The RCL. which contains
by the Jayawardene govern-  p1h Tamils and Sinhalese in
ment to discredit them in the | its ranks defends the Tamil
eyes of Tamil revolutionary Tigers against the oppres-
vouth by associating them sion of the Jayawardene re-
with the bourgeois TULFeesw gimeseeeo.

. UI%ULI&‘,L'D T~
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THE SRI LANKA govern-
ment has impoed a major
military clampdown on
the “Tamil north of the
country, with a state of
emergency in the region.

The clampdown is the re-
sponso of the pro-imperialist
regime of President J.R.
Jayvawardene to the growing
struggle waged by the Tamil
people for national independ-
ence.

The army under Chief of
Staff. Brigadier Weeratun-
ga. has been sent in force to
the region around Jattna. the
main Tamil eny.

Its orders are lo carry out
a ruthless campaign againsl
so-called ‘terrorists’. In

. practice this means vicious
reprisals against all those
who stand for Tamil inde-
pendence.

wWww. padlppakam com

NEWS LINE (LONDON DAILY)

State of emergency
in Tamil region

In the last few weeks. 15
Tamil youth have dis-
appeared into the govern-
ment’s prisons and detention

. camps and nobody knows

what has happened to them.

And at the Chavakacheri
police station near Jaffna.
three youths died under
poelice inlerrogation.
Anolher lwo were shot by
police and Lheir bodies
thrown under a bridge.

The main target of the rep-
ression is the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam. an
armed liberation movement
which fights for the inde-
pendence of the Tamil
people.

During a recent visit (o
Britain by the Sri Lankan
Prime Minister, R. Pre-
madasa. the Tigers sent him
a declaration prolesting at
the campaign by the United

MORNING STAR Ssturday August |8 1979

National Party government
to stamp out the liberation
struggle.

It said the government's
policy was one of ‘climinat-
ing by brute force a legiti-
mate political struggle
based on a democratic prin-
ciple ot national self-
determination’.

‘It is beyond rcasonable
doubt that your govern-
ment's abjective i1s not to
wipe oul a non-existent ter-
rorism but to unleash actual
lerrorism and violence to
creale pade—among the
Tamil masses.’

Vlctlms of Sri Lanka’s ‘“tiger hunt’

VICTIMS of the “tiger hunt”
in Sri Lanka le dead, their
bodies bearing the marks of
torture and their skulis smashed
open.

These two young men were
members of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam, a left-wing

| '.
ot s ales.
&l N e’
guerilla movement fighting for
the independence of the Tamil
nation in Sri Lanka.

The Campaign Agaiost Re-
pression in Tamil claims that at
least 16 youths have been killed
and 150 arrested In the [ast
month in a bid to crush the

liberation movement.

The government has intro-
duced emergency laws, including
trial without jury, for “criminal
activities against the state” and
severe press censorship on news
about the Tamil people’s
struggle.

(13)
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TIGERS PROTEST LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER
A letter of protest from the Central Committee of the Libera-
tion Tigers of Thamil Ealam, was handed in London to Sri Lan-
ka's Prime Minister Mr R. Premadasa recently. Following is
the text of the letter :

Dear Sir, A very grave and explosive situation has arisen in
Thamil Ealam as a consequence of your Goverrnment's determina-
tion to stifle and stamp out, by violent means, the legiti-
mate struggle of the oppressed Thamil nation for political in
dependerice, The intensified military occupation of Thamil
.lands, the increased terrorism of the State police against
the innocent Thamil masses, the implementation of new repres-
sive legislations thet annuls the very freedom of political
agitations- all such devious methods of totalitarian tyranny
signify that your Government has mounted a massive scale opp-
ression to strangle the will of a nation of people and silen-
ce their political aspirations. In view of fact that your
Government has embarked on a policy of eliminating, by brute
force, a legitimate political struggle based on a democratic
principle of national self-determination and that your Govern
ment has been using the name of our revolutionary movement as
a pretext to invoke such repressive measures and to inflame
the fires of Sinhala chauvinium, the Liberation Tigers are compelled to counter such vicious allega-
tions and insinuations. The most important factor that we wish to state clearly and emphatically is
that we are not a group of amateur armed adventurists roaming in the jungles with romantic political
illusions, nor are we a band of terrorists or vandals jho kill and destroy at randows for anarchic rea
sons. We are neither murderers nor criminals or violent famatics as your Government often attempts to
portray us. On the contrary, we are revolutionaries committed to revolutionary political practice

We represent the most powerful extra-parliamentary liberation movement in the Thamil nation. We re—
~present the militant expression of the collective will of our people who are determined to fight
for freedom, dignity and justice. We are the armed vanguard of the struggling masses, the freedom
fighters of the oppressed We are not in any way isolated and alienated from the popular masses but
immersed and integrated with the popular will, with the collective soul of our nation. Our revolu-
tionary organisation is built through revoluntionary struggles based on a revolutionary theory. We
hold a firm conviction that armed resistance to the Sinhala military occupation and repression is the
only viable and effective means to achieve the national liberation of Thamil Ealam. Against the re-
actionary violence and terrorism perpetrated against our people by your Government we have the right
of armed defence and decisive masses of people are behind our revolutionary struggle.

Why We Are Committed To Armed Struggle

The Thamil political history of recent times will certainly indicate to you that our people have ex-
hausted all forms of peaceful struggles, all forms of parliamentary agitations, all forms of negotia-
tions and pacts. For nearly a quarter of a century the Thamil nationalist movement fought decisively
encompassing a variety of forms of struggles from peaceful picketings to mass hartals, from mass de-
monstirations to general strikes-all aspects ot peaceful political practice have been exprescsed and
exhausteds The more the Thamil masses sought non-violent methods to redress their grievances, the
more the Sinhala ruling closses sought violent methods of military oppression and subjugatior; the
more they called for national emancipation the more the military invasion, occupation and repression.
It is because of the heightened condition of this savage oppression, of the exhaustion and frustra -
tion of peaceful agitations that prompted our movement to engage in - revolutionary armed resistance
which we hold is a continuation of the political struggle of our oppressed people. The guerrilla war
fare, the form of the popular struggle we are committed to is not borne out of blind militancy or ad-
venturism tut arose out of the historical necessity, out of the concrete conditions of intolerable
national oppression. Our actions and operations, as your Government attempts to paint, are not indis
criminate bursts of irrational violence or terrorism; they are acts of revolutionary violence of the
oppressed against the reactionary violence of the oppressor. We ure waging a herpic struggle against
the oppressive instruments of the state, against those who try to hunt us down, against those who
plot to wipe us out, against those who belray us and against those traitors and opportunists who be-
tray the noble cause of our national liberation struggle. who are the Terrorists ¢—»
The tirst piece of draconmian legislation enacted by your Government was to proscribe the Tiger move -
ment ‘alleging that we are dangerous terrorists threatening the very foundation of the so-called natio
nal unity and territorial integrity. Such a legislation was, in actual tact, aimed not only to sUp-
press the revolutionary armed struggle of the Thamils but also to congsolidate an unpopular bourgeois
dictatorship against the possible uprising of the oppressed Sinhala masses. The new Emergency Re-
gulations aim to combat terrorism, but in reality it is primarily motivated to crush and destroy the
Thamil national movement along with all forms of popular class struggle against the State. Such to-
talitarian legislalions negate the very freedom of political expression and contravene the basic pri:
cipales of human right and liberty. In the deluded eyes of your Government gur movement appears Fo |
be a spectre of terrorism and anarchy. In reality, who are these terroristsl Ve assert, and we ?o]o
that we are right in our assertion, thal it is the State police and the armed forces and those who
poison the minds of the innocent Sinhala masses with racial fanaticism and chauvinism are t?e rezl
terrorists. There has been innumerable incidents of such acts of terrorism perpetrated against our
people, incidents of mass murder, looting and arson by racist terrorists aided and abetted %y Fhe
armed forces, incidents of rhooting and killing of innocent ''hamil people, incidents of sadistic @ur-
ders and barbaric torturc by the police. These violent acts certainly fall within the category of

terrorism and these Lerrorists are none other than the instruments of State oppression aud the react-
ionary forces of racism.

It is upoa these terrorist forces that your Government has bestowed extra-ordinary powers to ensure
the peace and security of our people. Therefore, it is beyond reasortable dount that your Coverrment
objective is not to wipe out a non-existent terrorism but to unleash actual terrorism and viole:ce
to create panic among the Thamil masses. By such a high-handed uct, the Sinhala ruling class alms to

destroy the determined will of our nation to fight for political independence. But the Governmer!

as failed to comprehend the historical truth thot the more a nation of people are opressed the more
they become determined to fight back the oppression. By intensifying oppression your Government will
never be able to achieve its aims of enslaviug our people but will certainly open Lhe prospective of
prolonged popular awvmed strugpley, a stratepic objective to which we are alrendy committed to.

(14)
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Civil Adminsistration Partially Paralysed
Your Government has closed several banks and the airport in the North placing the blame on out libera
tion movement. A state of emergency has been declared clalaing that criminal acts are on the incre-
ase in Thamil areas. The Government's motive bebind such strategy is wellknown to our people. It is
the calculated aim of your Government to place more hardship and inconvenience on out people hoping
that the Thamil masses might feel the pinch and gradually turn critical of us and finally betray us.
Such a devious strategy, we are certain, will never work. It simply exposes the impotency of your
Goverrnment's civil administration which has been partially paralysed. The declaration of the State
of Emergency bares ample testimony that your Government is totally incapable of exercisirng any form
of civil authority in the Thamil nation other than by military occupation and repression. Acts of
violence emanating from the most oppressed and deprived sections of the masses are not typical symp-
toms in the North alone. . They are more pervasive in Sri Lanka signifying the socio-economic crisis
your Government is confronted with. This fact is amply illustrated by a statemeut made in Parliament
recently by the Minister of Justice that between January and April of 1978 there have been 474 homi-
cides and 214 incidents of robberies and burglaries throughout the island. Your Government has been
using the Thamil revolutionary youth as scape-goats for civil unrest that is boiling throughout Tha -
mil Ealam and Sri Lanka. The truth is that your capitalist regime is faced with a major crisis and
the down-trodden classes are bLecoming impatient and disgruntled. The increasing criminal violence is
an external manifeslation of the internal frustrations of the masses. Unable to resolve the national
economic crisis and the mounting social problems, your Government is adopting the reactionary stra-
tegy of intensifying the national oppression oi the Thamils and invoking the figer phobia. The Sin-
hala national bourgeoisie always descends fto such dirty politics of racimm and chauvinism as a des-
perate means to turn the tide of Sinhala mass resentment against the State, towards the Thamils.Such
a sirategy, we are certain, will not work in the long run since the revolutionary proletariat in Sri-
Lanka is becoming ideologically conscious of the dangers of chauvinism that divide and immobilise the
Sinhala working clans. We are fighting for a noble cause, a right cause, the cause of national free-
dom of the oppressed nation-Thamil Ealam. The revolutionary process towards which we work to achieve
national liberation and socialism will be long and arduous. Yet, we are certain that no force on
earth, however repressive it may be, can stop us from the revolutionary strugglc we are committed to.
LOKG LIVE THAMIL .EALAM.
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An Extract from the Political
Manifesto of the Liberation Tigers.

THE LIBERATION TIGERS OF THAMIL EALAM has a revolutionary
politico-military structure. The revolutionary political practice of the
movement is based on a revolutionary political theory aimed at the
organisation and politicization of the working masses towards a
popular war of national liberation and socialist revolution. The total
strategy integrates both the national struggle and class struggle,
interlinks both nationalism and socialism into a revolutionary project
aimed at liberating our people from both social and national
oppression. This strategy also aims to fuse the progressive patriotic
feeling of the masses with proletarian class consciousness to
accelerate the process of social revolution and national liberation of
Thamil Ealam. The military objective of the Tigers is not simply
confined to a confrontation with the armed forces of the oppressive
regime, nor is their committment to revolutionary violence an
alternative to mass movement. The Tigers firmly believe that the
revolutionary armed resistance must be sustained and supported by the
mobilized masses. The invincible power of the organised masses, we
believe, must be activated as the force of popular resistance. Our
politico-military strategy is therefore aimed at the transformation of
our protracted guerrilla warfare into a people's popular war of national

liberation.
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THE LIBERATION TIGERS OF THAMIL EALAM
EXPRESSES ITS MILITANT SUPPORT TO THE
LIBERATION STRUGGLES OF ALL THE
OPPRESSED MASSES OF THE WORLD
AGAINST IMPERIALISM, COLONIALISM

AND ZIONISM.
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