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COLOMBO orised to shoot
rioters patrolled many towns in Sri Lanka,
and a weekend curfew was in force over
the whole icland yesterday, as a police
spokesman ciaimad the situation was

‘under control’. : o g
Clashes which began a week ‘ago had

brought at least 14 deaths by the weekend,

according to official'figures. The Tamil minor-

ity have heen subjected to virtual pogroms,- g

with shops and homes attacked and looted,
and many people injured. A i

The incident which Front (UFL), which is now
began (he current wave lthcl '"l’};";“':‘:‘?sos:L";h':ﬁ,:g’g?‘
of violenece was the kil-  §
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v snid the police had startec
ling of four people by thetrouble inJaffha by pro-
police in the northern

port of Jaffuna last Mon-
day.

The four werc among a
crowd on which the police
opened five, during a col-
lege carnival in the
mainly-Tamil city. The
police said memhers of the
crowd had atlacked plain-
clothes pelice who they rec-
ognised among them.

Appapillai Amir-
thalupgam, leader of the
Tamil United Liberation

vocalive harassment of
innocent citizens. :
Rumours that Tamils had '
killed a policeman were
spread through mixed areas ..
last week by elements:
deliberately stirring up
inter-communal tensign.

The pogrom-stirrers also
spread false rumours. that -
Buddhist temples in Jaffna /
had been damaged and the "~
Sinhalese residents had -
been injured or killed, in
order to incite violence
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Jayawardene leeclor of the Unilod Natlonal Party

against Tamils living else-
where in the island.

Under the previous Ban-
daranaike government,
official policy deliberately
played Sinhalese and Tamil
people agzinst each other,
and discriminated against
the latter. In particular,
land policies adopted by the
government earlier this
year led to Tamil eslate
workers beinlg displared o
make way
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peasants, thus diverting the
discontent of the Sinhalese
peasantry and deliberately
provoking conflicts.

Tamils who resisted were
shot by police, and hired
thugs employed by the then
governing Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party, and .
cossor, the United National
Party, were used to stage
racist pogroms against the
Tamils in rural areas.

It was in this situation
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the Tamil areas of the north

during the elections last &
-month. The official
: garties — the Lanka Sama j

amaja and the Communist
arty — both discredited by
ong participation in the
Bandaranaike government,

bother to stand candidates

in the Tamil areas, knowing

:pey would be wasting their
ime.

were virliually erased from

the political map in . both N

parts of the island. :

The right-wing United §
National Party triumphed §
from the bankruptey of the &

that the communalist Tamil §
United Liberation Front §
gained support, sweeping

‘left’ g

¢ 1d support for dis- ¥
¢ crimination, did not ev¢n

Inthe event, these pafifes &
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The current unre
reﬂects.the bitterness ;l:(ﬁ
frustration of the masses
both Tamil and Sinhalese
hit by plunging living stan-
dards and unem loyment

‘as well as the deliberate
diversion of this anger by
petty-bourgeois politicians

§ -/ stirring race-hate divisions.

Army volunteer units ha
been called out to back thiei
police in patrols of the tca-

rowing area around Kandy
y the weekend, and -the
town of Kegalla in a
;labl:g;‘iproduction district
es n -
.Kz;:nldy. ortln east .of
ected on .a ph
promise of reslorit‘: ?‘I‘ie?t
doms taken away by the
Bandaranaike re ime, the
pro-imperialist t?NP ‘Rov-
ernment and its military

its suc--

backers needed a pre

for their real alm ’n'l::a;‘let
fening military-pollea rep-
ression against the working
class. They will have wel-
slpg?eerclicthe t}:llixr;;ent wave of

e, which t
# provoked. e

Bandaranaike ;invcru'mcnt
while the UL cmorum(
from the Tamil areas as the g
parliamentary opposition,
pledged to making division
of the island permanent
through a policy of par-
tition.






