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Estate Workers \:
* - 4'n

in Sri Lanka | m_}
Bvery  estate worker in Sri
Lagka will receive a Pongal glft
of Rs. 5,000 and this scheme W
be inaugurated on “Mattu Pongal”
day (January 15) at the hill coun-
try town of Hatton,

This was announced
Thondaman, Minister for

1 Industrial Development, at a semi-

nar held at Nuwara Eliya town

hall

charge of the Nation Milk
Poard, said the gift would be in

1 the form of a loan to every estate

worker, willing to purchase cows
and undertake dairy farming
.‘he estate,

He said there 1.ere hundreds of
youngsters in the plantation sector,
Who were unemployed. Under this
scheme, a number of cottage in-
dustries, such as maklnF fertilizer
out of tea waste, tailoring and
making of baskets would be star-
ted in the plantation areas and
villages.—FOC. :
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e

| Destruction of Coins to

be Made An Offence

B-t' 1\ coromBo! Dec. 1.
estruction of monetary coins in
circulation is to be made 2n off-
ence in Sri Lanka. The Govern-
ment is to rush through Parlia-
ment next month an amending
legislation to this effect.

The five and ten cents copper
colns are now being melted as
the hardware items made out of
these coins fetch more than fheir
face value, leading to acute shor-
tage of these coins in the island.

aders and the Transport
Board are now using five and ten
cents postal stamps for moneta
{ransactions owing to the shof-
tage of these coins.

The new law prescribes a fine
of Rs. 500 or a month’s rigorous
imprisonment or both for the
destruction of coins,

The treasury has already placed
an order with the London mint

lfor five and ter cents aluminium

L
|
|

.{i

colng whose face value is less
thantits monetary value—PTL

A
81

all. ¢
Mr. Thondaman, who is also in |

Estaic  Workers: MP
Cautions Agaigst 8
Sri Lanka Plad =2

} ' NEW DELHI, vct. 31.

I Mr, K. T. Kosalram, member
" of the Lok Sabha has caution-
\ L(‘l the Government against allow-
5 re-employment of repatriated
ndlan 'plantation workers in Sri
Lanka on contract hasis,

In a letter to the Prime Mi-

nister, Mr. Morarji Desai‘, Mr
Kosalram- has referred to “bela
the Sri Lanke

ted realisation” bir
Government that it could not ruv
the tea industry without the ser
vices of trained Indian plantatiol
workers and said there was a move
by the Sri Lanka plantation au
thoritles to re-employ the repatg!
riated Indian  workers on con
tract basis for brief perlods, wl
thout granting any permanent be f
nefits,

“The Government should no
allow exploitation of people o
Indian origin as contract- labour
which is nothing but slaye labour
We must insist that if Sri Lanke
wanted the services of Indian wor
kers, they should be treated or
par willh’ the local ple and

ranted full citizenship rights

urther, the Sri Lanka Govern
ment should rant citizenship
rights to all Indian_settlers, In |
eluding about one lakh person:}
who were earller declared as§’
“stateless” persons following the

Bhastri-Sirimave pact, he sald. }'

Mr. Kosalram also stated that
there was a feeling !n the South
articularly in Tamil Nadu that
he Central Government was not
rotecting the interests of Indiansj.
n Sri Lanka the same waf' us 1t§
had done in the case of Indians
in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzanla andj|
other African countries, “It is
appreciated that the new Go-
vernment Sri  Lanka hea-
ded by Mr, Jayawardene
has adopted a liberal attitude to-
wards Tamils than the previous
Governments, 1 would earnestlyl|
request you to seize the present
oppoxiupxtx in arriving at a satis-
factory solution  to the various
problems of the pooplo of Indian
origin In Sl Lanka”, he sald

The total number of people re.
mmted to India following the

stri-Sirimavo agreement, &
far, was estimated at 2.5 lakhs
and this had put Srl Lanka tes

in

r
Industry In a serlous erisis, lead

ing to the loss of Rs, 58 <rore:

s

|
|
|

|

to that country by way of expo
earnings, he poln{Qd ’(mt J:
Special Comlp’qmdont.
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