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Era of Co-operation
".T.THE FINAL DECISION of the Tamil

-United Liberation Front to participate in l
tb> Sri Lanka Presidential Commission
appointed by Mr. J. R. Jayawardene1

rguid well mark the beginning of a;
pew era of constructive cooperation;
between the two vital segments of the na-'
t:onal community. A wind of change had in
fact set in quite some time ago among the

; leaders of the Tamil minority. Mr. A. Amir-;
thalinpam himself had proclaimed that tha
doors of thtTULF were always open for nego-
tiations "in keeping with the honour and self- j
respect of the Tamils". In a letter to the '
Presitlcnt he s. d that the TULF put for-

-\vard the demand for what it called "the
restoration of the freedom and sovereignty i
of the Tamil nation" not to find an easy
\viiy to victory In the hustings but because
it was driven "to this irresistible conclusion
bjr various acts of omission and commission
perpetrated against the Tamil people by
•uecesMV* Governments since Indepen-
dence". Following this somewhat softened
altitude Mr. Amirthalingam joined hands
•with the Prim* Mini-ten for the first time
In issuing » joint appeal, in the face of
«i'.it* tension in Jalfna brought about by,
ths YioUnce let loose by the "Liberation
Tigers of Tnni i l Eelam", for the maintenance:
of communal harmony and pledging that
protection would be offered to all citizens
who might be the target of communal ele-
ments. This w»s a clear enough indication
of the eag«n:?*.i o* the TULF leaders to go
into th* core of the problem and srek demo-
cratic solution*, not violent ones, for the
pxettlement of their rftain grievances.

Th« Presidential Commission Is expw-
t*d, anrmg other things. to formulate a
•cheme of devolution of power to the Dis- ;
tjrict Councils that are to be set up in the j
24 district* of the country. The Govern- \t «yidently believes that decentralisa-

tion will i?o a long way in solving some of
the prec.^itiii and basic issues facing the
Tamtl-sp».-akini{ community, such as employ-
ment, )>p--i(Je^ providing it a greater oppor-
tunity to take part jn the decision-making
processes. The Presidential C'ommi-'sion,
headed by a former Chief Justice, will no
doubt go into the question of evfdving
KUicielTtif" for a balanced regional develop-
ment that can provide economic stability.
In any caw. it would be open, of course,
to the TU! F representative to ta>» up for
ir^insiileratK'ii all matters concerning the
nvn-irity. The way for such a close.examina-
tion of the problems was first paved when
Pr»r^'- '••nt J.-> "ardene admitted in so many
wno* that t - . ' - i e was discrimination against
Tam;!" in the field of employment:, although
he t r i ed to expla in tha t this became ne- f>ssary
bee;::::" tS> 'ITLF's propaganda f ( > r a sepa-
rate St.il- was so virulent that it was felt

-it vas "(Jnngerou-" to permit the entry of
surh people into Government posts. Another
m";--. - in f i l l Rf?':fure which enrthled the TULF

:e. to j f i i n the Comrni^^inn «.is the
i of the Government not to ^o ahead
'•*• foim.T* on of the n<?"- wtfiwiiistra-
.trict of V'avuniya whu i i wmld have

f\--"»i\e Tamils1 to a minority. Obviously
h» spirit of g:ve and tak»» ha* p^^nfi^atefJ
'.'• ' h ink in^ of both sides. This au(Tirs welt
.<• ''if type t.f r..'tiun;il" n-f^nriliiitmn rhyt
• ' • I ' -v . -her; <i1 Sri Lanka havt- b«*cn }i

t » r'..'

•j-'-'.h •
t .vn .(
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Land Settlement: Jayawardene
Ready to Accept Tamils' Demand

*" * r7 COLOMBO. Aus. 7-
Pre>ide»it J.I>.VA j-rvnt of Sri!

t*iii&:i ha» dev I..red that he is j
prep;ir-ti to :n.r*-pt the demand of
tr.e :n;'.:ority Tamii UT.'inrs th;it |
in r? - -<«- f t o; l.iii'i -••'!!<•
Should ::ot be any t".'1.
aemoiraphic p^ltorrr o
trict. e\cer* in tMe c.v

•• i t there
s '•* the.
;.ny dis
of giant

• c-n>.iecis where tlovoi.-.rvnent was
{totally 1:1 an ur»irih.ibi;---n area.

I "There .'ir;- v~ry few .-ireas l ike
j that", he said in 211 ir'*rview to
'a local English weekly.

'The rr.iin tiiiiii is ior them
't!-? T.imii leaders' to truit "we.
and for me to trust .tiie-n. The
f**r lh:.t the i major i ty) Sinhalese
have is t'iut .Jive them " T a m i l s i -

something, (hey will use it to «f..
•Eeiam' 'separate Tamil ^State):
They 'Tamil leaders! 'nave to give
up that (separatist) crv''.

Mr. Jayawardene said district-
level decentralisation of power
would result in "smssroots parti.
cipation'1 and lead to communal
harmony. Lan?ua^e. education and
employment are the oth^r matters
causing concern to the Tamil com-
munity. Language issue had been
by aiid larze settled and it w:is
now only the question of imple-
mentation of the new p-ilicy. As
regards educat ional ooportunities.
the system based cm lan^iia^e t>nd
race had been abandoned by his
Government.

I "On employment. -I want to so
'on a racial basis—SO per cent
Sinhalese. 3f> p«r cent Tamils and
10 ser (•<•-: for other minority
comrr.unities".

Mr. Jayawardene said he propo-
sed to stve a fairer deal to the
smaller. po!:c:ca! parties un'ier the
newly introduced proportional re
presentation system.

• • f i e expressed the view that the
present 12.o per cent "cut off''
point was "too high".

'Under this system, political par.
ties polling less thaj» 12.5 per cent
of the totai votes will .-ot be
entitled to any represen'iuo'i).

t
Mr. Jayawyrdene was - replying

to ••> quejcinii '.vhether t-*i" <-"UL off
P"£"*enca3e -nivild TC rc-ueerf In-,
view or :rte ;ucr that in ifte rcct"'
local bodies ejections, the smai>r
political p..rne> partict-Urlv the ;
left ones, had a dismal pertormarrcs
because of the tiih cut nS poioc. >

••The cut-on7 point. 1 also c'.itik. |
is too high. It couM be somewhere
i:i the region of Sve to ei^ht p e r - '
cent. That is the answer. We will '
be con.siderinc how this ( c u t o f f )
point is to be changed", be said.

His United National Party was
fop "democratic socialism" *nd not
for ••socialist democracy", he de-
clared. ,.

Mr. Jayavvardene pointed out
that his fSovernment had retained
60 per cent socialism •'which 't
has inherited from the previous
Government which had nation-til-
ied plantation*, insurance, tran.->-
port. ports and the like. '-Wet1.
we are preset-Tin? that We are .'
not doin» awav '.vith that- So so-
yialisin is there- as far as we
inherited it. The rest we !eay» it
:;• fhe-rfpr iv- i :^ >ector". he sa.u.—

Sri Lanka PM >n\
in SingaporeA*^

• *•[

which will give a subsidy of up
to Ra. 200 a month to families
with a total income level of
Rs. 300 and below, for purchase
of essentiM items has come into
operation in Sri Lanka.

The scheme will benefit a little
over half the island's 14.5 irlllien
population. It replaces the gene-
ral foot! subsidy scheme, vhich
hid been In existence in the coun-
try since 1942.

The "food st.imps" scheme is an
innovation of the ruling United
National Party of President Jaya-
w.irdene to suosidise the poor and
th« needy only and withdraw the
hitherto general subsidy from the
relatively affluent sections of tho
community.

In a massive operation launch-
ed a fortnight ago, the Govern-
ment had issued to about 7.5
million people • Rs. 200 crores
worth of food stamps, which could
be used by the poorer sections of
the community to buy every
month any or whole of th« has-

t of essential commoditUs com-
"* X fixed amounts of rice,

.', flour, bread, pulses, in-
l fant milk foods, condensed milk,

" 'i and

With the introduction of the
new scheme, ration cards hava
been withdrawn.

A Government spoki'sanai! ex-
plained that the scheme, besides
stopping subsidies to the rich,
tied subsidies to commodities and
not to individuals. Thus those en-
tilled to subsidies were now free
to select the commodities which
they most needed.

Hitherto, there had been the'
anomalous situation "where a
farmer who earns Ra. 300 or be-
low per month Is automatically
entitled to a subsidy on rice,
which to him Is superfluous. This
absurd situation will no longer
exist since, he can buy what his
family wnnts from among the spe-
cified Items." ;

LOADKI) IN FAVOUR
OF CHILDREN

The new schema will maVe U>e
people qualifying for subsidies—
whether rural or urban—realUe
the extent to which they are be-
ing s'-ibsidUfd by the State and
cushioned n?; i in*t the rise In the
price of commixtitles In the world
market, as items coming under
the scheme will be aviilable only

market prices in th«

Tcofn.'̂

. , will be
subsidised as follows: (a) Rs. 15
per month for a person over the
age of 12 years; (b) IU. 20 a
month for a child between R and
12; (c) Rs. 25 for a child under
eight.

Thus, the subsidising la loaded
In favour of the children who
need the best in food that can
be given In their formative years.

Any family unit of six consid-
ered as an average family unit ,
will set in terms of essential com.
moditles, subsidy to the exto;H of,
Rs. 90 per month, whether it con-
sists of children or not. If there
are children, each child will f.et
Its additional allowance depending
On its age.

Compensatory salary adjust-
ments are being worked Put toge-
ther with income support lor
those earning just above Rs. 300
a month to give protection to
middle-level Income groups. A sa-
lary structure Is also being work-
ed ouk in phase* to give wage In-
crease to those earning up to
Rs. 1,300 a month.

The Govemmont apok«.*™»n said
the money saved from withhold-
ing subsidies from the rich cmild

From V. T. Sambandon

SINGAPORE, Aug. 2J.
The Sri Lanka Prime .M.ni.-.u;r.

Mr. Hanasinghe. PremaiUsa, ar-
ay tot

after visits to- China and HOMJ
Kong to develop economic reia
tions between the two countries.

He was received at the airp.u-t
by the Speaker of Parliament,
Sir. Yeo Qh im Sen;;, who is cur-
rently acting Vice-President ot
tlvo Republic, the Foreign
Minister, Mr. Rajaratoara, and
the Indian Hlah Cuninitesioi *t :
here, Mr. B. M. Oa.

Singapore's PrinK Minister. :
Mr. be* Kuan Yew, is to &.iva ;
talks • with Mr. Pretnadasa on '
Sunday before he leave*. Mr.
Premadasa is to study housi::*
development and technical iim;>
tutions :uul have talks with tn-
Economic Development B-wrd,

In May Sri r.anka'4 Kman-c- -
Minister, • Mr. Ronnt« de Met.
signed 'an agreement on avt>fc
dance of double Uixatloo. !^t» |
month «rt uiKierstaiKlins; was r^a
ch«i on Sri Lanka offering a !>•. ,
appropriation guarantee to Sin- ;
gapore flrms '.vhen th« Oep'.itv
Oirector of .Gn'.tter Colombo Ei-n»
nomlc ComniLssion, Mr. J'aui i
Pcrflu-a. visited Sirvgapore.

Reports said that out of *1v»
Singapore Investors who appr->i-
ch?d tb«. Commission for invest-
ment in SH Lanka four have rn-

°f

Mn. Bandoranaike
Faces Special Court

COLOMBO. Au«. 1 .̂
Th» Colombo Dhtr'.ct Ju<lg» i>n

Wednesday r«*Msu*d lummont to
the former Sri Lanka Prtm« Mi-
nister. Mm. Slrijnavo Bandira-

ike. to appear in court on
September 17 to he«r proceedt-
ln^» in a cav» filed by j former
|rnember of h f r Freedom Party.

The sumrruiru wj^ .ilv> reUsu-
ed to hfr p;irty Swretary.

The sunur.ons Is.tucd «arl!^r
jhad not be^n served when
pourt met on \Vedne»<)ay.

Mr?. ilnnttiirinjike who
her Prime Minister-ship In ,
1977 li now n ^ h t i n g several court
Lrasej, Including two def imat lon
^~s*»s.

MiMMwhile , the Govenim^nt on
Wednesday dei-ided tn : i i>p->tnt an
nd4ilion.il speci,il c"urt ••> In-
quire Into .-illeced mis..;-. iU nt

' Mrs. Bandaranalkc •-•f<liiie
from 1970-77. Tho ide.i i» '.•) *4-
p*dlte th« inquiry.—i;NI-t-?A.

_.._ l»l
reported to. have «^rw?d to grant,
pe-nniti for 2.SOO Sri Lank.ins to/
•work htre. SWigapor* Airlines w!
aLw holpUiK Air Lank*. whioX a<|
«iccw.«qr to Air Ceylon. sturtsi
iMternatlonNl flights on S^p'env
l>er t. by secondln? 40 S'V
*T?O>UV>M J«r>d t rainini j piloOi
•UK! ehsijuxtr* and leaUng iwof
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Leader's Appeal ̂
S i r !

FROM CiUH CORRESPONDENT

COLOMBO. July 24.
Following up the joint statement

he Issued alonx with the Prime
Minister, Mr. R- Prenwdasa. the
TULF leader. Mr. A. Amu-thalin-
gam has sent out an urgent ap-
peal to Sri Lanka Tamil parlia-
mentarians and Tamils In th«
Northern and Eastern Provinces
to give maximum possible pro-
tection to the Sinhalese people
living In those areas.

Mr Amlrthallnsanv has Instruc-
ted the party branches to orga-
nis« groups of volunteers to help
the Sinhalese residents to carry
on their avocation without JjeiniJ<
intimidated by unruly and anti-
social elements.

The Trade Minister. Mr. Athu-
la thumuda l i said In Parliament
on Friday that President Jaya-
wardene's directive to the com-
mander of the armed forces in
Jaf fna was to wipe out terrorism
and not the Tamil community.
The directive was against people
committing criminal acts and not
like the directive issued by Adolf
Hitler against the innocent Jewish
people. "Mr. Jayawardene Is a
Sinhalese Buddhist leader and no
SinliaU'se Buddhist leader would
e"er let the thought »ass hts
n;md that any other community

•hould b« exterminated" h» «dd-

Th« Pre»ldeof» <!!r«ctiv* In
fnct was aimed at protecting th«
Tumil community and for the
restoration of peace in Jaffna,
he said, H« wanted the Deputy
Leader of th« SLFP. Mr. Malthri-
pala Seuanayak* to withdraw bis
statement.

Speaking to newsmen, Mr.
Athulathmudall said- all the pro-
blems of the Tamil people would
be solved by the Government'!
scheme of decentralisation ot
power. He expressed concern
over the TULK boycotting Par-
liament and said that all the pro-
blems could not b« solved over-

. night.
-Speaking on tha Terrorist

(temporary provisions) Bill 1"
Parliament on Thursday. Mr. C.
Hajadurai, Minister of Regional
Development and Hindu Religious
Affa i rs drew the attention of the
House to the tense situation now
prevailing all over the country on
account of terrorist activities In
the north and said everyone In
the country was now fearing whe-
ther another communal holoacust
as the one that took place In
1972 would happen. Tamils all over
Sri Lanka were living in tension
and it whs under this circums-
tance that the present Bill had
been brought before tha House.

TULF Members
Attend Parliament

COLOMBO. Sept 5.
Lift ing the six-week-old boy-

cott, the separatist Tamil United
Liberation Front. (TULF) mem-
bers attended the Sri Lanka Par-
liament when it resumed its ses-
sion here on Tuesday alter a ten-

tday recess.

The 16-member TULF croup
decided on the boycott In July
when the House adopted a resolu-

i tion providing for merger of
some Siiihala majority areas in
Anuradhayiira district with tha

... neighbouring Tamil-speakina Va-
l vuniva district in the north of
f the island.

The TtJLF resisted this move
on the ground that such a rede-
raarcation of the boundary of the

- two districts would reduce the
. Tamils of Vavuniva into a mino-
* ritv.

A TULF delegation, led by Its
, Sei-retary-General, Mr. A. Ami'r-

thalineham and leader of the
Ouoosition in the Parliament, had
a mpetina with the President.
Mr. J. R. Ja.vevvardene, on August
0 when the latter assured them

that his United National Party
Government had decided to res-
cind the resolution and not to
prooi >d with the redemarcation
of the district.

Mr. Amir tha l ingham spoke In
I the House on a motion condoling
the death of Dr. N. M. Peror.i.
leader of the Trotskyite Lanka ,
kama Samaia Party and a vete- i

i of the left movement In the ;

The Prime Minister. Mr. Rana- -
snicrh* :Vemad3.s.i. has reported '
to the Parliament that "disjjrantl-

ed elements" of the Tamil mino-
rity community had mounted a
"strong and co-ordinated 'cam-
paign" In the United Kingdom
against his Government, aliegin"
"racial discrimination".

Tn n report to the House on his
recent visit to Britain and six
other countries, Mr. Premadasa .
said, "these groups are operating '
round the clock. getting at the j
press and at other influential sec- I
tions of British society".

He said "if their efforts at
painting a picture of racial dis-
crimination in Sri Lanka succeed,
it could have v«ry serious conse-
quences on our image as a democ-
ratic country In w n i c h freedom
and justice are ensured to all,
and could also lead to a lessen-
ing of levels of aid-to the coun-
try and a loss of confidence by
potenti.il Investors".

In this context, he said, there
was a great need for an equally
active publicity campaign through
which correct news could be fed,
to the press and also to the. Bri-
tish Government authorities. VThe
Government is fu l ly alive to this
situation and early steps would
be taken to make the necessary
arrangement to deal with this
serious situation that had now
emerged", he »ald.—PTL
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BT K. XADAUAJAH

, COLOMBO. Sept.
A ntnnfcer of BuddliUt monks Tamil*

Sii:hala citi/ens ruue They are OpIK,sl.d lo lhe s(,hlins.

in all district.1-, in (he island Cur-
rent naves are to m.i.'.i,- T;'.;:i.i I'r.o
Uuirnjtre of nuinsuii':-_ii<in hi the
North ana Kasu-rn Pro'.-mcts -where

Though they form- a'.smt>ll prouu ^°"Hl c-^te "separate Slates."-' for
they me inflvicjit-ial" ar.d represent". amll*!ilie"lc"1S People. -

^estretnist. aujhala opltilon, \vhi';h'. They are also a^auvs'. ' the rule
-President J. K. Jayewardene- has that people of the -ire., should- bi
MM bis face Bsiainst. ' Riven lanu first before' residents.
V?14-,.'. from o(h*V :u-e'3.i.- :-.re brou!{titi|
b Irus Ki-Oiiu- has.aalad. H'.al, spe- iu ;-or sci...;e»Hr..-.!. u.-uet toli.n.^Uon ,
t,ct?.l M£en;:o:i be paut to- implenvent schemes, Tl'« fjro.ai rl.,ii:w ' LrjaJ
rUio offlcial lan^uas-j policj- ot Hi? no special vUhU ~.,i- i>M-.Ue*e? shoulu!)
!S.°iTnr'e"- thil, Smhala siiouW be giver, t ,>"auy particiii;.- race Snl ,
be-the languaje of administration—- that respect.

~".:' The'«j-ou!> haa. stated ' in iio'me-
fWoraounm to the .comnvifsioti" that
«ther<s shunlc be TJO suotinl. lat1.^. re-
udtingl ro- t:ift s^Ie -.'IUE ]jtirc!iise of
llaiicis lit auy district ond oiie :^A
lielaUner-to )aur_s should -prevaij
"throughout tlus. souiitry.
j. Tlve;.- hava t c l a ' - l l i f cnmin!.s,-:Qn
jthst the fu!Jn.«. iu<; :.'-..>J!CA r.ol ai
(any cooi. b* rtc-ctiurun -'-' itul ;i-'-
.•6it;ii»i. ?.i subjects S._,r- u':'"t!i)i.mtru.t

,i:i!iuid fsveuuiv
tion ai:d en-.

Office Hours

lhr«.

COLOMBO, Au«. J.
»»t« four-ivhr»l»n will not h«

-*d «o p!-.- on rosdt Jn Sri
i from >;•>') hours to H-00
f t SumJ»y». The fix-hour '^n,

u^.n by th* g

Porfy Post

(•<.•
1<-;,i'ir I

COI.OVH". July 30. !
I .anka < .Mosi'fiw ..'rjc:it'-<1
i t party li.,-, c l - r tpd i!
•••rnt. r, .Mr. K. C Ue .Sil-1,
<•• i i i t . , j c [ i t i : i | pi, i of <.e-l
'-'H-r.-il, p t i % h i / i > > v.r. Pie-

, t h » r ' l-wjy.
».l (./ i |«'puly |

,,, s /_

EROS

will «om» Into operation on Aug.
12.

P*r*on* dolnff «*rt;it^i f»«^fnt1»I
dutU* Ilk* doc'.on ami ; c i«* t« will
b» !•' r-i %f*cixl pennils.

from Au'--'. '<t 13, worki '- . j hour*
hi th» ! • • ; : . > ! ire il«o being ; , l 'rr-
•d to * ,:& congestion on public
ti ii'spoi: a:id ronds. I»rtvate sec-
tor oifscti will open at 8-">0 hr* and
cio'i- at 1V30 hrx.. »h i l i» nhop«
will open at &J*> hr« and close at
cr b»yoni1 13 00 hrf. !".;i)lic set-tor
offl<:»» will <ipen at R-i'i hr» nnd
c'os* at 17-00 hr». Scho«l» wlil open
»l 7-JO hr»._KTL

World Hindu
meet in ^
Sri Lanka ^,/*

Expr<*s News Service
HYDERABAD, Sept. 2

The next world Hindu conference
•will b« held in Srt Lanka during!
February-March, 1U80.

Announcing th'- here today. Sri j
Jayendra Snraiwiitl, the Sankara-
chai-ya of Kauchl Kamnkotl Pee-
tam. expressed liappmess over the

-Sri Lanka Government's creating a
separate portfolio for Hindu culture.
Tha Peetam will he represented at
the Hindu conference, the Acharya
said.

He appealed lo Hindus to devote
at least one clay a \veek ior worship
for \vhich, he said, the Peetam
would supply literature free of cost.;
Before taking a meal. ofTcrlns;
should be made cither to the deity,'
or to another person present, or
to any Hvinjc beins.

The Acharya said that peopls.
l lvlnjj in rural areas should not <1U- !
pose of cows merply because they j
wpro not productive. Instead of I
.•scillnj; the cows to slaus?ht*r-houses, I
this mnl folk could sell them to \ tiin Pcot.im.

II« demanded that th» cour bo
treated »t leant on a par with, th»
tiirer es the national animal (re-
ports UNI).

cu-.iOJv.*..

fOOCi

Euct.
te.-o!(r"

; The
hectiAt
Iv.'oie

(-ruup U heaani
;.ic'.ni>.T ot Mie cl
arada Tltero, _..,.

World Meet
Revive Interest

Hinduism
MADRAS, Sept. 5.

The three-day international.
conference on Hinduism to be;
held in Sri Lanka In April next!
would seek to create an :
awakening among the younger1
"iteration about Hinduism and
Its hoary tradition. Mr. Chelliahi
RajaduraV, Sri Lank* Minister'
for Regional Development and
Hindu Religious Affairs, said
here on Wednesday.

The Minister said* the corfe-
rorice would try to recapturei
the spirit of the ancient worksi
of sculptors, architects and engi-
neers so a.« to bring about a cul-i
tural renaissance. U appeared,.
he s.iid. that the present gene-|
ratlor was drifting away from
the cultural moorings and ethos;
and the conference would endea-
vour to highlight the values of
ol ten days.

Th* Minister W3» speaking at
a reception accorded to him by
the Tamil Nadu unit of the
Vishva H indu Parishad.

His Holiness VLshvcsha Theer-j
tha Rwaml i l of Pejavar Mutt said I
though Srt Lanka was wedded
to Buddhism It had demonstra-
ted its f a i t h In KerularUm by i
erc.ihnjj a separate Ministry for
Hindu Rellqious Affairs.

Messrs A M. Paramaslvanan-
dam S Vwlantam, Manavalan,]
K. S. Srlnlvasarharl ,»nd R. Pad-
m.mahVi.in spoke commendiiist
the pffnrt% of the Sri Lanka Mi-
nl 'tcr for 'h« rmiferenco

Mr S Siimp.ithkum.ir. ' S^re.
tary of thf T.imil Nadu Vxhva
Hir.-'iu Pnrl^had, welcomed the
gather ) -iff

Mr A RangaTwmrl, Joint Sec- j
retarr, gave an account of th« j

nt tttr P»rlshad
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