
July 13. 1985

Thilagar of LTTB started the proO••ding 0 with

details of latest information on ceasefire violation*,
••'/.' *~ --..-•'•' f - ' - . < • " • il a; S •-. - • • ' • • • . - ' • • • . • •'-,:.-'..
(copy attached). Katheswaran of EPRLF followed vith a

reiteration that they will not discuss proposal* and

powera f but listen. The situation in the east continued
-;:,-::: . ^ JA ••" .-..•r'-z . ' - • ,V~.5< ^ ' i V : • • . , — . . : : , - . ' . • - •
to be £"a4 and ao on* has been released yet. HV replied

that people will be released and continue)!, to be

rel^aXred. They will be handed over to their parents.

He aeknowlegedthat ceasefire is being observed by

both and will b»ing to their attention whenever their-r

is a breali* Charles of T«lo brought out the question

ot training in Pak. HV replied that they are sending

people for training all over and that include* two

do^en in India. He said that any suggestions from the

groups on any alternative will be considered. What they

expect to do is to pass legislation to vest these

responsibilities/powers with the intermediate unit. Ve

shall discuss what subjects should be taken by govt.

(A ooanittee report)* Certain natters that are traditionally

with the Central Minister; cannot be devolved. These

remain with the centre - whether the system is federal,

quasi or unitary. H¥ gave copies of extract of Part XI
of the Indian constitutions ( these deal with, central/
at ate/concurrence liat£ • "It would be nebfui to go

through this list with that of the list in Annexure I of

'A* Committee report. Two items are to be added to

Annexure I, namely, T.25 Interprovince or District

Trade/Commerce. 1.26 State lands and fore shore. May
"V

be others could be included". Your suggestions whether to ^

add or delete from the lists will be welcomed^. Sampan dam

of TULF mentioned that the reply to Tilagar1s statement

on ceasefire violations was not satisfactory. HV then

said " I have mentioned about the powers under a unitary

constitution to meet the aspiration of Tamils » A scheme

of government which recognises a united Srilanka and the

right of minority. Vhen constitution^ are fVocrmed for the

first t ime, several states can join to form one political

entity but preserve their right and manage their own

affairs, like, USA, USSR and son* other countries. When

the British,consolidated their position in India, by

Government of India Act of 1935 a federal system of
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government was created. What we are doing is

backwards froaa a unitary s t s te - create r.utonoraous
f

regime/'- oreate several regipw from the parent state

with sovereignty with th* whole people". KW then went

into the administrative aspects in Srilanka - the British

made provinces, AOA divieions, districts and villaget-

gras* roots power if it is to be devolved to villages -
.

i t i will be irnpo £»ibl<» in modern days as there are 42OO

villages. Tho districts represent a veil defined unit.

Vheti he met Mrs. Gandhi in August '83, the question of

District Council waa suggested. She said that it has to ' '

b«» more them the District Council. GP tiie Special envoy ,•'

of Mrs. G«ndhi catco and aft or several mooting* the

provincial councils wore brought. There are practical

difficulties in setting up the provincial councils in

OJ»G part of the country. *k»e should find out from all

people whether provincial councils ore desirable". Our

finding is that they are not in favour of giving for

more than District Coancii»» Since a part of the country

wishes to do this, ve will have to find a way to do this.

We have evolved a syeten: where a province could come

into being from the District Councils* ( l) If the Councils

agree ( 2 ) If the people a^ret. 'Hie provincial Ministers/

Chief Minis ters should be answerable to tiie Parliament

and the President. Please oive alternatives if you wish

to on the ( 1 ) unit a to be devolved ( 2 } powers to be

devolved. A a»r« rejoction will no t »er*ve our exercise in

Bhutan, If you are unable to say anything now, you may

like to consult others who are not. fror«. Please go back

and find out che al ternative and come at a convenient

dut ' j . Ve have got to keep the conf erence oii." HW cont inued

and said that some o the r points are to be di&cussed like

landy employment » language, education, which are part of

. devolution. Please do not say chat you are rejecting and

^feiovjLug this vfef ereK'; a to an end. *'<» will o« finding a

lasting solution so ?bat we can cont inue to maintain

the unity and aovareignty of th* people. If we are

adjournin;i lot us consider the :i**xt date.

Voradam of EPRLF on behalf of all groups said

"you have placed before l)* yotir proposals and explanation.

We have placed our principles before y-u yes terday. However

to-day you have not placed before us anything iiev. Further

you hav e stated that you are not in a position to placs
contd. . "1
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proposals within the framework submitted by us. 5»e are

still hopeful that you -would consider our principles

and fo rmula te proposals* Proposals you have presanted

ar« only a solution to a crisis in administration. You

have not understood that the present crieis is a crisis

of nationalities. We would like to once again place

before you our basic principles* ( t ) There are two

district nationalities in the island. You mus t accept

ihat the Tamils fora a distWLct nationality. (2) You

must also recognise that the Taaiils have a diatWrct and.

cl«arly defined homeland* (3) On the above basis you
x

must recognise the inalienable right of our people to

aolf-determination. (4) All Tamil*of Srilanka who

consider Srilanka to be their country should be given

their citizenship right and fall democratic right.

It is on the baais of above principles that

we should discuss the aytte»u of Government and thereafter
-

tho powers and the constitutional framework. Only on the

basis of above three stages that we 1'eei that conditions

could bo created for a meaningful dialogue.

Vastidevan of Plote referred to ceasefire

violation in Jaffna and at this point Amrithalingani

of TULF said "though we are 6 groups, in one voice we have

put forward the bawic demands of the Tamils. It is very

significant that you have the five main Youth Groups

participating in this conference and unless you satisfy

the basic demand we will not be able to come to a lasting

solution.

£«th«swaran concluded by saying " we wish

to emphasis* firstly that ceasefire is not a one way

process, it requires genuine reciprocity and secondly we

are not sending you back to Colombo e<apty handed. We have

placed beiore you iu detail our fundamental demands and

principle « We wish to repeat our request of yesterday in

th« name of peace. Please bring back proposals worthy of

c on si<J »r« t ion s " .

After mutual discussions and concurrence

of Bhutanese Representative, the next round of talks

was fixed for monday 12th August*
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