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Belare o proceed to plase before us the so-called proposal of the
Sri LunkapGovernuent, the Tamil delegation wishes to seek claritfications onftwo
natters, Your respense to these two issues wili determine whether the Talks
can contirue or nei. I, therefore, urge you, Gentlemen, to listen carefully

to what we have to say ond treat it with utmost seriousness,
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The firstc
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ssue pertains to the legitimacy of the Tamil delegaiioobresent
at Thimpu. The statement of 12th August 1985 by the lecader of the Sri Lankan

- delegation which was, no doubt, prepared largely for domestic and international
consumpiion, reiers to the Tamil §clcgatzon as "§ix groups representing interests
of certain Tamil groups in Sri Lanka." We ;ish to state emphatically that the

six organisations comprising of the Tamil delegation at the Thimpu Talks are not

mere negotiators representing a clientele ~ we are & liberation movement who are
the sole legitimate representatives of the Tamils of Eelam or Tamil Eelam. In
shert, we represent the Tamil Nation, we also wish te point out that a libera-

tion ugvenent does not droﬁ from shics] it grows in response to the widening

and deepening ol natlional oppression agaiust a pecplc and is in turn nurtured

and sustained by the support and conlidence tiat it enjoys from the people.

We the Eclam Liberation iovement who arc committed to the liberation of cur

people from: Natiunal nppression and repression toel to arms, not fer the love of

arms. We reserted to the force of arms because all force of reason had failed

to Emxs coavince the successive Sri Lankan Governmenis of the need to resolve

the Tamil Nabllienulfuestion, Further, under conditions of the widening and
deepening oi nationai oppression and the intensification ofstate terrorism, the
demand tor a scpurate state of Eelaum became the only logical expression of our
proclamation of the inalienable right of selfdeterminatiop-and our armed

struggle, the concrete manifestation of this logical expression.
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Gentlemen, your presence al inis teble is the direct result of our
armcd stru: le, and your Govermnent®s request to talk to us is Lecause
it knows fulty well that we the six organisations represented here
together couprise the sols legitinate representatives of the Tamil

neopliez, Bui ¢ iz oot R n chat these reaiities pe Kknown to just the

twoe o1 s, Jhe Thimou tai s Lo coguired an taternational diwension and
it iz “ha0itioly esscnbinl Lhat Lhe realitics Becawe manifest in the peace
talks,

e this podnd 1 owist Lo fasiikba it another practical problem. lHow is
your Govermuent going teo exXpiain Lo the internctional Coamunity that it js
.

seatcd across o table trying Lo wriive at a neotiated settlement with a
"Group? which does not represeat tihe entire Tamil people or a Tauil nation?
How are we going to cxXplain to our people that we are seated across a table
with a hostiie government which does not recognise us as their sole legitimbe
representative? This is a practical problem that needs to be resolved if
the talks are to continue and the burden of resolving this practical problem
lies with you =~ because it iz a problem that was created by you, In any
event, we can pose another reasonable question. ithat right have you to
question our legitimacy when you seek to run away from the will of your

";; LR N »“‘-
people by sceking a referendum?  But we do not wish to make an issuc  of this

2
right now since most governments of the world today which rule¢ through

1

constitutional dictatorship like your government, do not enjoy the support

or coniidence of its people.

We now come to the second issue that we i wish to raise before we proceed.
The leader of the Sri Lankan delegation yesterday indicated an cagerness to
preseat certain proposals as regards land sctilement We have pointed out

ime and again ¢! the irst round of talks that we have absolutely no intentions
4 o

of discussing subjects without Cowmlng to an agreement on thie overall system of
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Govermmer:i and unit of devolution of power. The framework that was
presented by the Sri Lankan delegation at the first round of talks was
duly rejected and the reasons cited. We are, therefore, puzzled as to
why the Leader of the Sri Lankan Delegation should persist on presenting
proposals as regards a given subject (that is, land settlement) without
presenting a compreheﬁsive set of propesals or a political solution

with their objective ¢f finding a just and a lasting solution, e,
therefore, strongly urge the Sri Lunkan Government delegation to stop
this dialiy-dallying and procecd to presenting your political solution
alter ziving due km recognition to the Tamil delegation as the sole

legitimate representatives of the Tamil people.

L. KETHEESWARAN

Thimpu (Bhutan) 14 August 1935
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