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Damaging campaign by;
elements iri the UK t

Sri Lanka's ffijlj Commissioner !n the United Kingdom, Mr. Noel WimalasEna has sought
i be assistance of toe Minister of State to combat a public rel atlons problem the Sri Lankan

ft government is facing there.
The Tamil Eelamists and

the L6SP (Vasudeva Nanayak-
kara's group) both have active
local branches which are usLig
sympathetic British sources for
propaganda damaging to Sri

fc Lanka, Mr, Wimalasena says.
j . ' . The former works through
\h papers Ilka the Guardian
' and the Observer and such in-
' stitutions as Amnesty Interna-
' tional and the Institute for
Race Relations. The latter are r

! to collaboration with left or- I
ganisations ia the UK. like

' the Labour Party Young Social-
ists and the Socialists' Party.

* "In both cases," they have
to won over their supporters,

" pUying upon their latent
• liberal susceptibility to a plea
: of violation ef human rights,
[ that my official attempts to

project a correct image ar«
being frustrated by being
denied publication te the ap-
propriate journalism. More-
Over, the very 1 rge Sri Lan-
kan community here, seeing
the damaging publicity but
filling- to see any official cor-
rection, is naturally perturb-
ed", Mr. \Vimalasena SITS.
He has suggested that Sri

tankaa newspapers which
feave a Wide currency In tha
V& be used to counteract the
false propaganda by publish*
teg the correct position,

Mr, Wimalasena has sent
! the Minister, Mr. Anandatisaa
r Ae Alwis copies «f letters he-
I had written to the Editor,
I Guardian, London and the Edi-
? tor, New Statesman, London
• regarding incorrect and damag-
! Jng reports ptfbhshed by them
{ last month. , j

N. Wimalasena . ,'.

Tn his letter to the Guardian
Mr. Wimalasena says:

"I refer to the report ap>
pearlng at Column 8, Page 3
of today's issue of your
paper, concerning cyclone
relief for Sri Lanka.

"The cyclone was a na-
tional disaster a"5"*'1^ largo
areas of Sri •• La: --.^find its
impact was equsl.T ' felt by
the various coaununitits
L.ring ther« — Sinhalese,

Tamils, Muslims, $tc. The ra«
lief and rehabilitation prfl*
gramme launched by th«
Government is a comprehen*
eive, national one, embra-'
ting all those effected. Thii .
has been amply recognised by '
the many governmental ana
non-governmental foreign ofr
ganisstions which have aK
ready, and so generously ej&
tended assistance. They ln«
elude, in a significant da.
gree, both the British Gov»
err.ment and British-based
relief agencies, . -

"It is, therefore, both re-
grettable and damaging for
your Staff Reporter to seefe
to inject an, element of
communal disharmony and
prejudice into this national
tragedy, by implying that
the Tamil community hap
suffered to any particular
degree, '

"If that was also the in-
tention of the body said t*
be seeking to mobilise re>
lief rssistance, then their
efforts are likely to be coun-
ter-productive, for the Sri
Lankan Government cannot
be expected to permit thii
national tragedy to be ex-
ploited by particular com*
munal and political el9»
inents for their own ends. :

"All a:-stance for cyclon*
relief ir. "ri Lanka is being
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Channelled through the
President's Fund, which is a
national Fund to which' all
communities Of Sri Lank*
have coni.ibute4, Those in ;
Britain who dfesire to
contribute to this are invited
to do so through this Mis-
sion. I would request yoft
kindly to give this letter ur--
cent and appropriate pub-
licity in your paper. ThanS
you. Yours truly N. V/lmala-
Eena.
This is Mr. Wimalasena'a

reply to a repeat published i£
the New Statesman on Janu-
ary l£h— Bruce Page, £33, The
Editor. New Statesman, Lon-
don —

"Sir, I refer to the article
about my country by Mr . <J.
Kitchens in the 19, January
issue of your Journal, 15
which he declines even to use
toe country's correct .name.

"The author derides Third
SVorld countries la general
end Sri Lanka in partieulaji,
without any mention of the
underlying causes of under-
Development or any refer-
ence to the fundamental as*
pects of contemporary in-
ternational affairs. His ar-
togant bias is nowhere more
evident than in his con*
temptuous disparagement of
the Sacred Buddha Tcota

Relic, which is venerated by
hundreds of millions of
Buddhists who would doubt-
less be very offended by
his remarks.

"His subjec e opinions,
bowever offer:. , e, could havte
been ignored, but he has
sought to lend verisimilitude
fco aa otherwise prejudice*
and mischievous narrative
by adducing facts so incor-
rect as to demand rebuttal

"He deplores the release
pnly DOW of political de-
tainees from the 1971 arm-
ed Insurgency. Presumably
he would advocate for Bri-
tftia also that armed insur*

f ents who seek to destroy its
emocratic structure and

to overthrow ' its elected
government should not be
detained except briefly? And,
piilitary expenditure in Sri.
{.anka has always been ua-
$er 10% in comparison
vith social welfare es«
penditure *f over 30%.

"Indian Tamil labour OQ
Sri Lanka's tea estates en-
joys the franchise, and their
elected leader is a Cabinet
Minister in the present Gov«
ernment. He and his PartR
thp CWC, have publicly re*
pudiated the separatist
policy of the Sri Lankan
Tamil TULF.

•*rh« predomlnantiy firl

;iLankan Tamff ftrea, the
Jaffna Peninsula. was un
affected by the cyclone. The'
most severely devastated'
parts were the Baiticaloa..}
Amparai and "Ptfonaamwa
districts, which h^ve very
large concentrations at Sin-
halese and Moors, besides
me Tamils who also Ifv«
there. .

"The TtTLR vhich calls
tor separation, claims a man-
date to two provinces: the
Korth and the East. At tfie
last general ^lections, it re*
Ceived only 31.2 per cent of
the ?ote in the Eastern Pro-
jSnee, which returned twice
as many^tr^P- Government
JIPs as TOXf MpB. £X'en in
thg Northern Province. 31
per cent of the Tamils voted
against the . T&tF. And,
only 52.4 per cent 6f all Sri
Lankan Tamils live in thai
province. ' " ' ' •

"I believe your readers
nd would V%£
of this corFectson

9. prejudicfed, niisinfonned,
tnischteTOua araj tniJtea^mg
appraisal of Sri Lanja today.
It is saddening and a trifle
eurprisini- that soch Sn arti-
cle should have found publi-
cation in the New • States-
man, which once enjoyed
high standing in the Third
World which your writer Js
at such pains to Denigrate.

"With high esteem, Vom*
truly, ft. Wimaliseu
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