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‘ What News Today prints is news that counts

“We'll protect them and ensure no harm is done to them

* Thev’re voung men of great character

By Qur S:2aff Reporter
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{" AXS are being made on a2 war
«oottng. Tamil separztist leaders

‘BOW camping W india are readying for

Dday. What wac planned as & ‘major
strike agzins: the S Lapksnarmyinlate
1984 kooks Eke = king place much carlier.
The objective of the various Eelam liber-
280D 2LUVISYS i35 (o fight it out with the
Sinhadese with arme. But it is too eariy to
talk of aor naited front of the separatists.

- “We campot wiii for more than six

v

months and I am fure Jeyewardene is

- &k0 prepering”, seid Uma Mabeshwaran

whose PLOT (Prop oS Liberstion Orga-
pisatios of Tams! Felam) was involved in
the Barticslos il breek. The Liberation
Tigers, who bad 2 strength of around 200,
has swelied s ranks to thousands after
the viokencs in Joly. Tiger ieader Prabha-
Earzn wes even seer Tecruitung young boys
on the roadnades soon after the orgy of
vioknce struck the isiand. Prabhakaren s
nc_}:}on:ia bas effors. Uma s PLOT, the

violence breaks out. Thondaman, who
was in Madras recently, disclosed that he
had permission from Jayewardene to
reise s territorial army to protect the

Tamils of Indian origin working in the -

esiates! (See imerview).

But what be had not disciosed was
that be had approached a top under-
ground Eclam organpisation 1o mobilise
an army for him. Informed sources in
Mzadras reveal that the group is already
training Thondarman's men, This is surely

a boost for the. Eclam Supporters. Al -

through -and. after the violence ‘they
wanted Thondaman, who is a minister in
Jayewardene's cabinet, to support their
cause openly 2nd persuade the estate
workers 10 stop work. This thev felt
would break the backbone of the Sri Lan-
kan economy and strengthen the Eelam
cause.

But Thondaman had faith in" Jzye-

WORLD

Liberation still the goal

The Eelam liberation movement Jea
them are busy marshalling their for
armed forces in the near future.
.mobiiisation of an army by the

ders are an optimistic lot. Aimost al! of
ces for a showdown with the Sinhalese
‘What gives them added sirength is the
the Ceylon Workers’
.Thondaman in the centrai provinces of Sri Lanka.

Congress President S

ils becanse they voted for the SLFP
candidatz, the late Hector Kobbekad-
uwa, a rabid ani-Tamil. during the presi-
dential election. According to him if only
they had voted for Jayewardene they
could heve demanded justice from kim,
Jayewardene, Thondaman . felt, as a
result became a victim of extreme Sin-
hels cicments in his party.

The stop-over of the US defence
secretary Caspar Weinberger at
Colombo and Hector Javewardene s Tip
to China have only added 1o the frar
of "the Eclam activists. The poliiical
analyst of the Liberition Tigers, Bala-
singham said that the Tigers have enough
proof that arms and monevare coming ¢
Sri Lanka from Malavsiz and Horngkong
with US assistance. The US, he said, did
not want to directly get involved. There-
fore it may not be surprising that Jave-
wardene, on increasing pressure from his

.. cabinet, might sacrifice the sirategic sca

- &= Lattmae’y TELO (Temil Eclam ~ wardene. He chastised the Jaffna Tam-. port of Trincomalle for American arms.
‘Uiberatios Organisation), D T AT e e What the Eclam acti-

G@wn.l(fnécnd&km_.‘

vists fear might also
prove- an advantage to -
"~ them. They inow that if
.- {resh violence breaks out,

-

‘ Indii’;h:i'ghtnbf;cinaiﬁ_; =

. ;:,_..'..‘__.'_ua_'.JJ’vﬂ"u A

£ | "dead in the July tiots :
' 1. place the'figure at 2000. © . .
. mman, the presidest of the © | § e 4 v . : t'17: Of this ncarly 90 per cent . .-
mlbonrtons e : 5 > | were Indian Tamils, the
“werkers ~who form * | P 2 e | Test being Srit Lankan
the ; Ceyloe > Workers® . = Tamils. Also, most of the .-
' : ‘ _property destroyed and
: then taken over by the -
- government belonged to
= the Indian Tamils. Thisif
. “repeated, the separatists
~feel, might prompt an .
. Indian intervention. - ¢

ively engaged in train- i .
. Ingtheir young voluateers




i armed w*b&zrenlhnghackthﬂr
boys from dn“mmrtsofthewoﬂd
. Most of them were pursuing different
“* yoc oz, varving from studies 1o gather- -
mgmo'z_s:;;-e"amﬁmc- Zor their
orgamization. 10y are beng = =3 back
so thet they cotld mzn the varicus crugial
posmombc‘wce—:memmgmthenew
 recreits and the fmal siike s <3

PR | P S

The Sri Lankz governmer! iy unders -

standabiy cuits exercised that most of

these grovss beve formed their opers-_

tiona! bases in India-acd bas expressed
nmeand‘pmuracmmmatthm

& &nthc:xsoa:bxgbrokznxpaxmcrm E

the Eelam wheel It is the lack of co-
~aperation between the different militant
Joups and cx of trust; especizily among
the voutk. in A:vpapu.ax Amirthalingam,
secretary penesal of -the . Tamil United
Liberzion From (TJULF). It is unlikely

There are reports sthat -

"TULF leader Amirthalingam
is trying to raise his'own
_armed group, called Tamil
 Eelam wstlonﬁl A.rmy

Lba these Eelzam groups wLII umtc under

on¢ banmer, for, in some cases the differ-

¢nces hed arisen odt of personal ambi-

" tions rezher tsax ideological differences.

This has swied some of .the lankan

77 Tamil periizmentarizns and _other

“white-colared ™ poitcians to keep one
mdxzan& gotr fighting with apother, !

- Sorze sfcnis dié t2ke place in recent

. txmu 2: Madres to unite the groups-

nnder 2 corxrmon Eelam : programme.
And:hcpro::kz::mps,buﬁngthe

. fiTeconciabic Libersticn Tigers of Prab- -

haknan,dzdammcoopemnmphm

- at-Sonday meetiigs held secretly in the

aty. Even this was short-tived with differ-
. eénces arisng between two major constit-,

pents at the meeting onthe issue of who
- - strife Amirthalingam might as well raise

shomdck.nn ,hcuednfcrtbcwwloa
on September’

k bad been widely bebeved; Lankan
;ovcmmcm circles included, that Ums
Maheswaran's PLOT . was : primarily
responsibie for the operation and that the
GUES boys kad lent them support: But
the GUES tesped siztements and orga-
nised press comfereaces 1o claim- full
credn for Bamiczloz -operation. - GUES
said that the PLOT kad sent four men, of
whom two ran awey, only to collect their

B"- M( e

. ‘thc prison did help us in the operation,

own boys from the prison once the opera-
tion was successfully executed by the
GUES boys ‘within the prison and out-
*side. Uma* Maheswaran scoffed at t.hi_s’
claim and warned that any organisation
trying to rob the credit for the operation
would be sericusly dealt with, “It was our

job, so I want the other to keep off from:
'making b;g claims,”he told THE WEEK.

“=It is true that the GUES boys inside

-and that was all to it. The planning and
outside help was provided by the PLOT.
-So also -were the highway vans for the
-get-away, the four plastic boats &t the
Batticaloa shores and later the protection
all along the route through the jungles in
the north until the escapees rcached the
sea-shore to cross over to India.” "
Such claims fromthe GUES, be said,
might harm unity efforts now underway.
A GUES spokesman however recipro-
cated angrily. “Unless the PLOT with-
draws its claims, we may find it difficult
to cooperate with them in future.” -~
Difterences of opinion might lead to
confrontation as happened awhen there
was a shoot-out between Uma and Pra-
bhakaran in May 1982. This might create
problerns for the groups themselves,
besides causing embarrassment to the
many Eelam activists and old guards tak-
ing refuge in Tamil Nadu. Surely, not a

- very comforting prospect for the host

country either. - When told of _the
great dangers of an open confrontation
on Indian soil, both the GUES and the
PLOT group leaders conceded that they
would not risk a clash in India and if it
came to that they would rathcr,setr.le the
issue *back in our own country'. Concilia-
tory efforts, however,are on waj to patch
up the differences. -

Therc .are also reports Lhat TULF

. leader Ammhahngam is trying to raise

his own “armed group, called Tamil
Eclam - National Army, thronglg his

sccond son Baheerathan who is athird
- year medicalstudent at Madurai medical |

college. - Though Amm.hahngam dcmed
_ this, such an army for the TULF is not

‘unlikely. For, in the coming months of

such a force for his own safety if not to
fight & war with Jayewardene for Eelam.
The TULF leader is said to be not on very
good terms with any of the militant youth
groups &nd so the need for his own army.
It would be suicidal to remain unpre-
pared and get caught in the crossfire
between ‘the Tigers and the Lankan
army- when the planned, final assault
takes placc BN ot

- ' -BHAGWAN R SINGH

N T
S Thondsman,' minhttr for raral -
industries in Jeyewsrdene'’s cabinet, is
the president of the Ceylon Workers®
Congress with over a million plantation
workers of Indian origin behind him.
Thondsmsn’s moorings are in Tiruchi-
rapalli district of Tamil Nadu and he is
a staunch supporter of Jayewardene
whom he considers the only person :
capable of mlving the Tamil&mmh
problem. . :

. Thondaman was in Madm
recently, where he met Tamil Nadu -°
Chief Minister M G Ramachandran, =
DMK president M Karunanighi and »
host of important Tamil leaders who .
matter in Sri Lxnkan public opinion. -
Before his departure THE WEEK ¢
calied on the veteran trade unionist for

v Q There are reports that yoi: have
come as an agent of your president carry-
ing some important brief 1o rhe Indian
govcrrzmem Your comment? - :
A:. I am here as the prestdent of the
CWC not as a Sri Lankan ministerand [
‘do not carry any mmage to the lndnm
govcrnment s
- Q:.What was the nature of your di.r-
cu.mons with the Indian leaders? = ~+:
+- Az After the recent violence we have
adopted some resolutions which we have

has been a lot of misunderstanding spe-
cially in Tamil Nadu, of the CWC stand
during the violence. Pecople say we have
not come out with scparatism. They have
not understood our special problems. We
are just five per cent of the population
and live in the Sinhala-dominated central
provinces. The Sinbala population in our
area is about 75 per cent while the Ceylon

;,‘: ’ I R gt

o 5@&@@ @@ﬁujg%&&miﬁ

L R
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an lnterview Excerpzs - i

B

passed on to the Indian leaders. There d




= are Tamils. So they can take any attitude -
“~~and ‘get away with it. We, on the other
hand, have to find a solution that fits our
conditions. ot T sl el s
Y4 Does it mean you do not trust the
‘i Jeffna - Tamils to. find- a_-common
L E . > e T e E

A Itis true we are both Tamils. But - the riots. No on¢ has the proof. They -

the {act remains we have not been able to
*work OUl 8 COMMON Programme of any
. sction except in 1972 when we agreed -

“then 2 Tamil United-Front comprising
e CWC, the Federal Party and the

.= Tp=il Congress. The then government.
. a0t bother to discuss our problems

* president to investigate such inflammatory

aimils represented by TULF live inthe  ship of th
" aorth where 95 per cent of the population

:1:7Q: There are reports about problems;
between you and some of your cabinet
‘colleagues, notably Cyril Mathew.>: -
- A:lhavebsd noproblems withhim.1"
have openly complimented him in the -

 sions. People have been biaming Cyril for -
simply suspect him. We must probe into
things before blaming anybody. - . =

Books written by Cyril are coming -
. ‘out, books like Budha Sesana where he:
“-has said that Hindu temples were builton -
* the ruins of Budhist monasteries. Weare -~
examining such writings. I have asked the

s

and the Federal Party was compelled to =~ publications and stop them. Thisis onc of -

enlarge its demand for a scparate Eclam
state. Even at that time, the CWC had
said that the demand for Eclam, even if
conceded by the government, would not-

* _ypon a six-point programme, There were
;
)
" solve the problems facing the Tamils of

Federa) Party had then: recognised our

D |
f

ervations. in the resolution asking for

Eelam.:-. -+ - o - .
. " " 1n the 1977 eiections when 1 was the
3 sole surviving founder-president, they
E ‘wanted me to contest on 3 TULF ticket.
E But I refused 2nd contested ona CWC
‘ ticket that would provide me. with
l

euough leverage to put forth our peculiar
difficuttics, The CWC supported the

TULF &nd the TULF in turn supported

y%, An¢ where the TULF did not contest,
e CWC supported the UNP. - .

We had 2l along been werking in

_close cooperation with the TULF, while

Xeeping our freedom to work out a separ-

. _ate solution for our people. That does not

mean we do not trust them enough to
.Work out a common solution.” ..

7. O How do youreact 1o the allegation

= of dndifferent treatment of the Indian
Tamils even by the Lankan Tamils? ~

T emmm TR
ol

- ple find it difficult to agree and adjust to
the - otber’s viewpoint. Till recently,
pobody recognised us, the illiterate plan-
tation labourers. We are most neglected

the Jaffna Tamils have been well edu-
cated and setted in life. They think they
are the clite and we are {ools. There are
" people like Eclavendan who think that
only the Jaffna Tamils are wise.
. 'Q: How are your relations with the
TULF now? - . o .
. A: Fortunately, the present leader-

Irdisn origin. The area they lived in did
pot come in the proposed Eclam. The -

gifficulty and incorporated the CWCres- -

_ "<+ 0: Do you think there will be another
s A- Such problems do exist. Both peo-- L LA e

apd condemned as backward, whereas -

the demands in the 15-point charterthat .
have presented to the president. = 27

Balsncing act. Thondsman
. Q: What are the other demands in’
this charser?. . e L

“ A: One of them has been creation of a
separate territorial army for estate arcas :
to cover people of Indian origin. Such a ’
force is pecessary to protect us'if thereis
another attack,: o T s T

ey iy

anack? . ncien T ERIT TRl
. .. A: We cannot guarantee the riots will
not repeat. We must give the UNP the

T

B a
e

necessary strength to prevent it and not

suspect them. .. . 7o o Lliel
Q: It is said your plantation workers
no longer believe in your theory of coop~
eration with Jayewardene and have now
' joined with the Jaffnaites in the demand
for Eelam. . .- 7. TR
A: Itis not true. People may say so. If
_ that be true, then why are these people
pot going to Jaffna and instecad want to
come over to India? Even in the last riots,

. nave . could I.cfuse to
" cabinet and parliament on several occe- 5

" achieve this? - - -

* togetber and evolve a pobicy and &

ity #0E -

T TR
our plantafion people were

----- -

not affected.

T

Q:-What was the purpase of ' y&r

meeting with Uma Maheswaran,
Ide,&l_ﬂ{ch{tmt?: I SRS

> A 0 meet anyont .who is’
connected with the issnel] would like to

. meeteveryqne possibleand tryto seehow .
quickly we can create some understand- — — !

between the Sinhalese and Tamils.

ing
7 O: What will be your prescription 1o

They were, isolated though. , - . 1.

the oul-

1+ A: I bave told the president that Jam -
the Jeader of a large section of Tamils. I -

“am also interested in the northern Tam-"- " ..

_ils. So, why not the president and I sit

e A:;vﬂgg;-,wgngod;;tp_mcct‘mc. How s

prO“ .=

* gramme with due respect to the feelings S

_of  the: northern- people? By this, the

- “government’s pre-condition that the

- TULE should first give up its separatist
demand can also be circumvented. After
all, they {the.north Tamils) are aiso Tam-
ils and"the¥ MUyt know that I care for
themp feie 3T U 14253 :
R Will:the-president accept you as
the sole representative of the Tomils and
discuss the issue?l 7 ) .
. A:TIfHe khows that all the Tamils
trust him anc are behiad him. then he will
-sit and talk. We must first overcome his
suspicion about the Tamils in the north °
and if we do that, he will be confident of -
handling the extremists within his party.
"+ .Q: But will Amirthalingam agree to
your representing all the Tamils? :
.. A:1do not sce why I cannot have his
acceptance. Amirthalingam isa responsi-
ble person. He is also interested in the
good of the Tamils. . ‘ )
O: How do you expect the northern
Tamils to trust you when you have sided

with .the. government while they were

. being-asiacked by, the;Sinhalese?

o7 T Arldid:dotyote: for Jayewardene to -
™ mu;awn'yjrqm:himuitrwili be foolish to

: abandon him aftet putting him up there. 1
“have faith in him. For the first time in
_Sinhalese history, here was a leader who
.said that all-the. commaunitics must have
_equel: share-in the country. And if the
’ extremists in his party pressurise himtobe
_hard on us, we must stand by him and
_ support him, so that he can overcome
_such pressures and give us justice.
. - We, as a group, have got into the
“government to get something from him.
Now we cannot abandon that effort. We

“want to make him feel that at the worst of -

times we are with him. There must be
trust. Without that we are all lost.
. _ —BHAGAVAN R SINGH
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