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Date: 14 January 1984

For the attention of Liz Phillips

Dear Liz

Miss Ankayatkanny Selvarajah - Sri lankan Tamil Passport holder

We are most grateful for your timely intervention to stay the deportzation of the above-
named, as notified by the Home Office letter of 5 January 1984 (encliosed).

The above-named entered the UK on 9 November 198% and asked for political ésyiﬂﬁ. On this
ground she was given ieave to enter into the UK. By their letter of 5 hovember, she was t
have been deported to India, which would have placed her in a serious position according
to the Madras Immigration Auvtnorities, copy enclosed, Bhe was under threat of deportation
out of India, which led her to flee to the UK in the first place.

I have interviewed her in detail as to her educational background and political involve-
ment.

Ankayatkanny was born in a village called Mylyddy in the Jaffna fenninsula, and all her
educational career was in the leading colleges of Jaffna extending from 1962 to 1973.
In 1974 she became a visiting lecturer in the toly-technical Institute in Jaffpa.

Her political involvement started as a student in 1972, when ths new Constitution was
promulgated, which declared a second class status to the Tamil peovle. ¥r Chevsnayagam
the Leader of the Tamil Farty, which was then called the Federal Farty, immediately
resigned his barliamentary seat as a boycott and called the people to support his
re-election as a mandate to reject this Constitution. Ankayatkanni belonged to his
constituency, and with the other student groups tlayed a vital role to re-elect the
Jeader. She had played a prominent part in speechmaking, marches and protests against
police and army repression under the Srimavo Bandaranayake regime. She became a marked

person.

Folice shooting at innocent gathering during the Hth Tamil International Research
Conference in Jaffna killing nine people aroused the conscience of the people, and she
becume prominent in these apgitations from 1974 cnwards. In May 1976 she was arrested
in Jaffna and questioned by the police at tie Jaffna FPolice Station. She was subjected
to torture, which the Police applied io all youths in the police cells. Unable to bear
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up this continued repression, she went into hiding in her village. This had been and it is

the existence for many youths who agitate for their right to free speech, assembley

and education. With the anti-tamil violence of 1977 which affected the tea plantation

Tamils severely to the extent that they were made to flee their homes to the Northern

and bastern parts of Sri lanka, the traditional homelands of the Tamil-speaking people.

A charitable organisation called the Tamil Refugee Retabilitation Organisation was formed

under the Presidentshipﬁlate K C Nithiananthan, a well respected trade unionist by all

sections of the commu-nity in Sri Lanka, and ably supported by an emminent human rights

lawyer Mr K Kandasamy, who himself had to flee the country for fear of his life.

Ankayatkanny managed to poGthe area called Kannaddi, in the Vavunia district and helped

to organise and rerabilitate the refuzees in furms rhat were created from jungle clearings,
yion without due consideration Yor its humanicarian

- This government disbanded this orpanisation
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work. Un an ajpeal made to us, we gave support by organising a a charitable organisation
called the Central British Fund for Pamil Refugees Rehabilitation to creat worldwide
recognition of their plight. Ankayatkauni vlayed a vital role in helping the refugees.
Bripadier Weeratunga warned the Fresident of this charity to produce her hefore nim.
Under the Emergency Llaw, with exeptional powers of the army,houses were searched and
youths were arrested who were no more than political activists. Many disappeared,-four
known youths'bodies were recovered with severe torture, ie Inpam, Balendran, Rajeswaran
and Parameshwaran. The security cervices still failed to capture her. Instead of further
searching her, they took her sick uncle Mr Sivanadiar as a 'hostage' and was kept in
solitary confinement for four days and nights{ 'Emergency 179" extract enclosed). He was
only released after the former Leader of the Opposition Mr Amirthalingam raised this
issue in Farliament. For fear of her 1ife, Ankayatkanny left in disguise to South India.

Her stay in Tamil Nadu was not peaceful either. She was pursued by the Sri Lankan

Criminnl Tnvestipation Department (CID) for her movements. Finally Madras Covernment
by lhaelr lerltar Griled oA Pt nnked e to loave todla. Hler ncbivitien were to
propagate the freedom cf tre Tamil-speaking people of Sri Lanka through self-ditermination
of Tamil EBelam amepgs® the Taails of Tamiy madu, wnich 1s a cherished democratic right

of hevrs.

——

In my interview with Ankayutkanny, sue expressed her deep fesr tuat lpdian Government
will not consider her reentry and she will not stand the torture of being beaten naked
and other abuses as a Hindu woman, and it is preferable to take one's life rather than
sent from here to undergo.these tortures. 1 am sure she has pnot divulged these innermost
feelings to anyone else before. From what i have read of another inmate of Welikade
Frison, who escaped in the Baticaloa breakout couple of months pack, I will believe all
what she has said to me (report of Mr David, President of Gandhium in Vavunia 1is enclosed)

I will strongly recommend that she be given political asylum 1n the UK. I also strongly
pelieve that the indian Authorities having already approved its refusal for ner stay DY
their letter dated b April 1093, will apaln admit ner back. 1 strongly suspect that she
will be returned to Sri ranka.Cn 10 January she was apain interviewed( Ref my7/RLE/129/84
by Immigration Officer Mr Hoganto whom 1 exvlained her background and fear of return.

With kindest regards

Yours faithfully

S .Maharasingam

Enclosures:

Home Office letter of 5 Jan 198k
Tamil Members of Farliament letters of her political activity
Emergency '79 extract
TN3/RLE/129/84
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