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EXTRACT FROM HIS EXCELLENCY’S ADDRESS
TO PARLIAMENT ON 23RD FEBRUARY, 1984

Let me therefore say something of an equally important political
and social situation arising from the racial antagonisms that have
arisen between the Sinhalese and some of the Tamil citizens of our
country since the 1920s.

Let me trace over the years the differences that have arisen
between them.

In 1912 the British Government created the Educated Ceylonese
Seat and held an All Island Election. Ponnambalam Ramanathan (later
Sir) was elected defeating Marcus Fernando (later Sir). My father and
his brothers sponsored Ramanathan and were his chief supporters.

Ramanathan rendered yeoman service to the Sinhalese during and
after the 1915 riots and became their hero. When he returned from
England after fighting their cause before the British Government and
Parliament, Sinhalese leaders pulled his carriage from the harbour to
his house at Ward Place, walking all the way.
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In December 1918 all communities joined to form the Ceylon
National Congress to agitate for Reforms. Ramanathan’s brother,
Arunachalam (later Sir), was elected the first President and James
Peiris (later Sir) succeeded him. My father moved the resolution to
form the Congress and E. T. de Silva seconded it.

In 1920 the Legislative Council was enlarged. Arunachalam was not
nominated to the Colombo Town seat but James Peiris. Because of
this Arunachalam and a large body of Tamils left the Congress and
did not rejoin the Sinhala politicians till the United National Party
(UNP) was formed in 1946.

When the Donoughmore Commissioners visited Ceylon in 1927
to report on Constitutional Reforms, Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam asked
for “Fifty-Fifty” or balanced representation in the Legislature. He
asked for 50 seats for the Sinhalese and 50 seats for all the other
communities. This was rejected. Throughout the 1930s and up to
Independence the question of the proper Sinhalese/Tamil ratio in the
Legislature became the central bone of political contention in the
country.
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Owing to the World War of 1939-1945 these conflicts were
stilled and the State Council elected in 1936 continued to function till
1947. Mr. Ponnambalam formed his Tamil Congress and pressed
before the Soulbury Commissioners in 1944 for * Fifty-Fifty” which
was again rejected. The Soulbury Constitution was accepted by 51
votes to 3 by the State Council in November 1945. Mr. D. S.
Senanayake, the Leader of the State Council, assured the Tamils, *On
behalf of the Congress and on my own behalf. | give the minority

communities the sincere assurance that no harm need you fear at our

hands in a Free Lanka”. All the Ceylon Tamil Members voted for the
acceptance of the Soulbury Constitution. Two Indian Tamils voted
against and one Sinhalese, Mr. Dahanayake. | was also present and

voted for the Motion. Only Mr. Dahanayake and | of that Council are
in this Parliament today.

The Soulbury Constitution was introduced in July 1947 and
elections were held in September of the same year. The United
National Party included all communities and was formed of several

parties, mainly the Congress, the Sinhala Maha Sabha, the Muslim
League and later the Tamil Congress.

On February 4th, 1948, Ceylon became free under the Soulbury
Constitution, with suitable amendments.

Right up to 1956 all parties agreed that Sinhala and Tamil should be
the official languages replacing English. Resolutions were moved in
the State Council in 1932 by Mr. G. K. W. Perera; in 1937 by Mr.
Philip Gunawardena; in 1944 by Mr.J. R. Jayewardene; and in 1946 a
Select Committee of the State Council of which | was Chairman

reported how Sinhala and Tamil could be made the official
languages.

With the passing of the Indian and Pakistani Citizenship Acts of
1949 a large number of these citizens lost their civic rights. The Tamil
Congress broke up and Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam formed the
Federal Party in 1949. At its first annual convention in 1951 Tamil
politicians defined the Tamils as a distinct nation.

The United National Party also split and Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike formed the Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) in
September 1951. They accepted Sinhalese and Tamil as official

languages and stated that the administration of the government must
be carried out in Sinhalese and Tamil.
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In December 1955, the Sri Lanka Freedom Party changeq its
language policy to “Sinhala Only” as the official language. The L)mted
National Party followed in February 1956. In the General Election of
May 1956 the U.N.P. was defeated and an electorall front, the
Mahajana Eksath Peramuna (MEP), led by Mr. Bandaranaike won the
election and formed the Government.

On June 5, 1956, the “Sinhala Only” Bill was introduced, and the
first Sinhalese-Tamil riots broke out when the Federal ‘Party sIag{ed a
protest on Galle Face Green. A large number of Tarruls were klllgd,
houses burnt and properties damaged. This was the first of the series
of riots between Sinhalese and Tamils and they occurred again in
1958, 1977, 1981 and 1983.

Vln order to meet the demands of the Tamils, Primg Minister
Bandaranaike, introduced the Reasonable Use of TamiI‘Blll in April
1957, and signed the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pa.ct in July 1957.
This Pact conceded Regional Councils and permitted them to
amalgamate beyond provincial boundaries. He later abrogated it.

In March 1965 Mr. thley Senanayake signed a pact with Mr.
Chelvanayakam which also was not implemented.

Mrs. Bandaranaike, Prime Minister from 1960—1965, first sgnt the
military to Jaffna, occupied it and did not even discuss with the
Federal Party.

The first expression of the idea of a Separate State was madg in
1960, and later in 1964 and 1975. In 1977 the Tamil United
Liberation Front (TULF) was formed with Secession as the goal of the
Tamil People.

The first act of terrorism was in 1975 when the Mayor of Jaffna,
Mr. Duraiappa, an S.L.F.P. Member was assassinated. Since then
terrorism has killed 13 Members of the UNP and SLFP; merpbers of
the Armed Services and Police; disrupted elections at meetings and |
polling booths; and left behind a trail of bloodshed in parts of the
Northern and Eastern Provinces.

The unfortunate Riots commencing from the 24th ]uly. 1983 were
directly caused by the murder of 13 military personnel in the Jaffna
Peninsula on the 23rd july.
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I summoned an All Party Conference for July 20th 1983 which
proved abortive as neither the TULF nor the SLFP attended and when

it was resumed for the 27th July the riots prevented it from being
held.

Since 1977 the Government has made Tamil a National Language
in the Constitution; amended rules governing entrance to the
universities and removed any racial bias governing those rules;
removed the regulations prescribing racial considerations governing
entry to the Public Services and promotion in the Services.

District Councils have been created and District Ministers
appointed. The TULF accepted them and worked them for two years
and contested elections. Last year they withdrew from them as
sufficient powers and finance had not been allotted to them.

All these events reached an explosion point in the July riots which,
though they did not cover large parts of the Island, were ferocious
and destructive of life and property where they occurred.

The July riots took place in the full glare of world publicity.
Television, Radio, the Press and all forms of international media, true
and false; favourable to us or not were used to spread stories of
what happened.

India took a special interest, especially Tamil Nadu where local .

politics played a significant role. The Tamil population in the
developed nations used the occasion to spread their propaganda
against the Sri Lanka Government to stop aid on the ground of
yiolation of human rights, ignoring the issue of separatism and the
terrorist movement.

Sri Lanka cannot shut its eyes and ears to the international
consequences arising from what happened in July.

While accepting the necessity of finding an equitable solution to
the racial problem that exists, we cannot at the same time permit it to
grow in bitterness or violence.

The All Party Conference now sitting affords an opportunity to all
Parties represented there to meet together and discuss peacefully
ways and means of easing tension and solving problem:s.

5

| feel that the terrorist campaign has made agreement dif.ficult..l
wonder whether they want a solution. Some think that a sglutlorj will
make terrorism wither away. Others think that any solution will be
impossible unless terrorism is first eliminated.

The Tamil representatives of the North have to satisfy the extreme
elements that seek separatism through the bullet. They have to
convince them that the solution they accept and wish the othgrs alsq
to accept, comes as close to separation as possible within a united Sri

Lanka.

The Leaders of the Sinhala and Muslim people on the other hand
have to explain how the proposals they put forward are as far away
as possible from secession. There is almost an unbrlqgeable gap
between the two positions. May the leaders of e‘1Il parties have the
courage, the wisdom and the patience to arrive at the correct

decisions.
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EXTRACT FROM HIS EXCELLENCY’S ADDRESS
TO PARLIAMENT ON 20TH FEBRUARY, 1985

Hon. Members are aware of the proceedings of the All Party
Conference which commenced in January 1984.

I am tabling all relevant documents which were part of the official
proceedings of the Conference for perusal by Members up to the
last meeting of the Plenary Sessions on Friday the 27st December,
1984.

At the Plenary Sessions of the All Party Conference on Friday, 14th
December, 1984, as Chairman of the All Party Conference, | made a
statement outlining proposals which were the outcome of
discussions at the meetings of the All Party Conference; at meetings
with Leaders of Delegations; with recognised Political Parties; with
the team of lawyers helping the conference and informal discussions
with Ministers. The proposals which took the form of draft legislation
representing the views of the majority of the Delegations forming the
All Party Conference were presented to the Sessions and were
commended by me for the “deep, careful and thoughtful

consideration” of the Delegations. My statement of 14th December,
1984, is tabled.

On Friday, 21st December, 1984, at the All Party Conference
Plenary Sessions, | informed the Delegations that their task had now
come to an end. | was hopeful that all the hard work and
deliberations that the Conference had engaged itself in, would help
to bring at least some peace, unity and stability to the country.

In making this announcement to the Conference, | said that the
Leaders of all the Delegations that attended that Sessions were
informed and they had agreed to my decision and there was no
objection by any of them to the step taken.

The Delegations were to be provided with whatever other
relevant material was available, relating to the decentralization of
subjects and functions, and were requested to inform me of their
views as early as possible, in writing.

A s e a 1 . .
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In the final analysis the Government would have had to make a
decision and introduce necessary legislation in Parliament. (Ceylon
Daily News of 22nd December 1984 — Tabled)

I'also said that the proposals would have to be gazetted and
examined by the Supreme Court, and it may sometimes be necessary
to have a Referendum or a General Election which the Supreme
Court or | would have to decide.

At the end of the Sessions, the Conference Spokesman, the
Minister of National Security, Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali, made the
following statement to the press — “The fact that the Conference has
ended does not mean the Parties will stop talking .......... informal
exchanges and public discussions will continue.” (Ceylon Daily News
of 22nd December 1984 — Tabled)

I had agreed to meet the Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF)
Leaders and Leaders of some of the other Delegations again in
January 1985 and had kept several days free for this purpose. The
Leaders of the TULF had said that they were leaving for Madras on

the 22nd or 23rd December and would not be back till after the first
week of January 1985.

In the meantime, | had tabled the All Party Conference proposals
for discussion in the Cabinet on Wednesday, 19th December 1984.
It was put off for discussion on Wednesday, 26th December,
because members had no time to study the proposals as they were

tabled only on the morning of the Cabinet meeting of the 19th
December.

| spoke at a mass rally in the Bulathsinhala Electorate on Saturday,
22nd December, in the afternoon and explained these proposals to
the people and said these proposals are now open for
study.—(Sunday Observer of 23rd December 1984 — Tabled)

I was therefore surprised to read a statement by Mr. A.
Amirthalingam, Leader of the TULF, in the "Weekend” of Sunday,
23rd December, and in the "Ceylon Daily News” of Monday, 24th
December, that the proposals are totally unacceptable to the Tamil
people.—(Weekend of Sunday, 23rd December 1984, and Ceylon
Daily News of 24th December 1984 — Tabled)

i
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At its meeting on Wednesday, 26th December 1984, the Cabinet
therefore decided that, as the TULF had said that t'here was no
purpose in discussing these proposals further, nothing could be
achieved in discussing or arriving at a decision on them and therefore
the Government will not implement these proposals. (Ceylon Daily
News of Thursday, 27th December 1984 — Tabled)

It was at the request of the parties invited to attend the All Party
Conference summoned in December 1983 including the SLFP that |
invited the TULF to participate. However soon after that the SLFP left
the Conference.

The Government is proceeding to hold elections to the vacant
seats and to the District Councils in the Northern apd Eastern
Provinces. As they would be accepting a United Sri Lanka it would be
possible to talk to them about the difficulties of their voters and seek
remedies, political, economic and social.

In my address to Parliament on the 23rd of February, j.9t.34,
referring to “Terrorism”, | said, “The All Party Conference now sitting
affords an opportunity to all Parties represented therg to mget
together and discuss peacefully ways and means of easing tension
and solving problems.

| feel that the terrorist campaign has made agreement dif'ficult..l
wonder whether they want a solution. Some think that a s.olutlor.'n will
make terrorism wither away. Others think that any solution will be
impossible unless terrorism is first eliminated”.

| think the last sentence is correct.

The number of personnel of the Armed Services and the Police
killed and attempted to be killed from July 1983 to 15th January 1985
is 139. The civilian number is 339.

For what purpose is this human slaughter being continued?

The terrorists who said they were the armed wing of .the political
movement for separatism or ‘EELAM’ to preserve the rights of the
Tamils living in the North and the East were later expo§ed :s
insurgents bent on overthrowing the Governrnent. Now with tde
array of weapons discovered in their arsenals it is clear they are ready

OGS CHAW SLUIF Si6UIQH6IT
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and equipped to wage a war and are doing so against a duly
democratically elected government not only in the North and East
but throughout the Island.

The Government of Sri Lanka has made representations on several
occassions to the Government of India that there is evidence that
terrorists operating in Sri Lanka are being trained in camps situated in
India. We have also complained that the Leaders of this movement
live in India, and meet and conduct these ilegal activities in India.

. N(?w not only the Government but all political Parties and Leaders
in Sri Lanka agree with this view.

The Government of India has denied that terrorists are trained in
camps in India, that they operate from there and cross over with
arms to Sri Lanka. We have suggested a Joint Surveillance Zone
which will attempt to prevent infiltration into Sri Lanka of terrorists
from Indian soil. This surveillance can also prevent movement of
refugees from Sri Lanka to India. Why should india object?

We have information both oral and written that the hit and run
tactics of the terrorists are to be changed soon. At least three of the
Terrorist Groups have united and agreed on a common Military
Strategy, which will culminate in a “head on battle” with the Sri Lanka

Army, as soon as they have sufficient numbers of trained men and
weapons. '

Rreparations are now being made for the final, and what is
believed by them to be a decisive battle.

Therje is documentary evidence that some of those in positions of
authority in South India are actively responsible for attempts to unite
the Sri Lanka Tamil Terrorist Groups, under a common programme.

Terrorist leaders have also stated that the Indian Central
Government and the Tamil Nadu State Government are today
extending their good wishes to them. (Vide the first Congress of the
EPRLF held on 28th june, 1984 in Tamil Nadu).

There is also evidence of links between these groups and the
World’s major terrorist organisations, which collaborate in training; in
the exchange of weapons; organisational aid and the granting of

11

asylum. Backed by totalitarian regimes, international terrorist
organizations direct their violence against the free countries of the
World. The causes for which they purport to fight tend to blur as the
terrorist network becomes increasingly sophisticated and
inter-dependent.

We are all affected by international terrorism. We are all
threatened by it, directly and indirectly. Directly when the leaders
and citizens of democratic countries are kidnapped or murdered.
Indirectly the effects are more insidious, because the threat is to our
way of life. The life-blood of democracy is under attack, the
parliamentary process, and freedom of expression, of trade and of
transport through boycotts, blackmail and the ever-present fear of
unexpected attack.

Immense. resources needed for the development of our country,
for education, research, health and welfare have had to be diverted
to provide greater security for civilians everywhere. Protection must
be extended to civil aviation, public buildings, places of worship,
diplomatic missions, the headquarters of international organisations,
schools and the mail.

All this is to protect ourselves against international terrorists. But it
is very difficult to safeguard against terrorism while guaranteeing the
freedom of the individual. It may not be long before we compromise
the very beliefs on which democracy is built. International terrorism,
by creating such a situation, is both undermining and challenging the
moral strength of the democracies.

The borders of Sri Lanka are Point Pedro and Devinuwara in the
North and South; Batticaloa and Colombo in the East and West. The
terrorists are attempting to shoot their way into the heart of Sri
Lanka to the borders of what they call the State of EELAM. If we do
not occupy the Border, the Border will come to us. We intend to act
before they succeed.

We have to combat “terrorism” and defeat it with all the resources
at our command. We may have to equip ourselves to do so at the
expense of development and social and economic welfare plans. Let
us then unitedly decide to do so and as one Nation and one People
bend ourselves to this task.

i
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I'wish to conclude my address by affirming my commitment to the

supremacy of this Parliament as the Sovereign Legislative Assembly in
our country.

| w1§h to emphasize that the final arbiters of the peaceful and
constitutional future of this country are the People; the
voter—belonging to all nationalities and religions, rich or poor’male
or female and their representatives sitting here in this e;ugust
Assembly. No one else individually or collectively can usurp that
plgce, nor will they be allowed to do so. They can argue publicly or
prlvatgly, write or speak and perform all the legitimate acts of
opposition to Government proposals in a democratic country. Thus
far and no further. My Government and [, and | am sure every
Member of Parliament, endorses this view.

EXTRACT FROM HIS EXCELLENCY’S ADDRESS
TO PARLIAMENT ON 20TH FEBRUARY, 1986

EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE A POLITICAL SOLUTION

AFTER THE ALL PARTY CONFERENCE OF 1984 IN

NEW DELHI AND THIMPU (BHUTAN) IN JUNE, JULY,
AUGUST 1985 '

New Delhi (June 1985)

Though the talks had broken down the Government of Sri Lanka did
not cease in its attempts to find political solutions to this problem. A
major step was the decision of the Government to send a delegation
of lawyers and jurists from Sri Lanka headed by Dr. H. W.
Jayewardene in June 1985 to meet the Attorney-General of India,
Shri K. Parasaran, to discuss the legal and constitutional aspects of
devolving legislative and executive powers to appropriate units in Sri
Lanka. Full and frank discussion on various legal and constitutional
matters with due regard to the fact that Sri Lanka is by virtue of
Article 2 a unitary State, and by virtue of Article 3 that sovereignty is
in the people and is inalienable, took place. A record of the
discussions and Agreed Conclusions were submitted to the Heads of
the two Governments.

Thimpu (July and August 1985)

The search for a political solution was the profound concern of the
Government of Sri Lanka. It was this commitment to reach a peaceful
solution to the problem that led Sri Lanka to take the unprecedented
step on the part of any Sovereign State of sending her accredited
representatives to explore the possibility of reaching a settlement at
two Conferences held in Thimpu, Bhutan, from 8.7.85 to 13.7.85
and from 12.8.85 to 17.8.85 arranged with the Tamil Groups through
the good offices of the Government of India.

However, neither the TULF nor the groups who attended these
talks showed any serious inclination to discuss any of the proposals
placed before them by the Government of Sri Lanka. Their final
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response was an outright rejection of the Government proposals and
an invitation to the Government of Sri Lanka to make new proposals
that would accord with the so-called “cardinal principles” which they

enunciated, which were no more than a re-statement of the demand
for Eelam.

On 13th July 1985 the six Tamil groups made a statement of the
“Four Principles” on which they were working. On 12th August 1985
the Leader of the Sri Lanka Delegation, Dr. H. W. Jayewardene,
responded to it with a statement, on the Four Principles mentioned
by the Tamil Groups which is tabled. (Annexure B).

He dealt with the recognition of the Tamils as a distinct nationality,
a separate Homeland and self-determination for the Tamils; and the
linkage of the Northern and Eastern Provinces as a re-affirmation of
the demand for a separate State and could not be the subject of
discussion and acceptance by the Sri Lanka Government.

The Sri Lanka Delegation also submitted an Outline of the structure
of the sub-national units of a Participatory System of Government on
16th August, but this too was not considered by the Tamil groups
though it indicated areas on which discussion and agreement was
possible, the TULF joined the other groups and walked out from the
Conference under the pretext of a violation of ceasefire by the
Government of Srilanka and refused to participate in the discussion.
The Sri Lanka Delegation remained at Thimpu for several days
despite the breakdown of the talks in a bid to revive the efforts
made to reach a peaceful settlement by getting the Tamil groups
back to the Conference Table.

New Delhi (August 1985)

Thereafter, Dr. H. W. Jayewardene, Leader of the Sri Lanka
Delegation left for New Delhi to meet the Prime Minister of India
whilst the rest of the delegation proceeded to Bombay from where
they intended to return to Sri Lanka. After discussion with the Prime
Minister and in order to comply with his request, the Leader of the
Sri Lanka Delegation recalled the rest of the members of his
delegation from Bombay and discussion was resumed with the Indian
Officials in New Delhi till 30th August when the draft Terms of
Accord and Understandings were initialled by the Secretary to the Sri
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Lanka Delegation and the Deputy Secretary, Ministry of External
Affairs of India, Mr. Ranjan Mathai. The Leader of the Sri Lanka
Delegation then met the Prime Minister of India once again and
informed him of the decisions of their discussion.

On the conclusion of these talks the Ministry of External Affairs of
India issued the following Press Release on 31st August, 1985, on Dr.
H. W. Jayewardene’s visit to New Delhi: ’

Press Release of 31.8.85 by the Ministry of External Affairs, India

“Dr. H. W. Jayewardene, Leader of the Sri Lanka Delegation to
the Thimpu Talks stopped in New Delhi on his way to Colombo at
the invitation of the Government of India. Dr. Jayewardene was in
New Delhi from August 23rd to August 31st. During his stay he
called on the Prime Minister on two occasions.

Dr. Jayewardene had detailed and constructive discussions with
the Foreign Secretary Mr. Romesh Bhandari.

A comprehensive paper has been drawn up covering all issues
of importance and relevance. This detailed draft could serve as the
basis for negotiations towards a mutually agreed Accord by the
parties concerned”.

On the return of the delegation to Sri Lanka it was found necessary
to amplify some of the matters in the draft Accord. Three membgrs
of the Sri Lanka Delegation together with the Sri Lanka H|gh
Commissioner, therefore, had discussions in New Delhi with senior
officials of the Ministry of External Affairs from September 10th to
13th. At the conclusion of these talks the Indian Ministry of External
Affairs issued the following Press Release:

Press Release of 13.9.85 by the Ministry of External Affairs, India

“A three-member Delegation from Sri Lanka and the Sri L:jxr?ka
High Commissioner had intensive discussions with senior officials
of the Ministry of External Affairs from September 10th to 13th.
They also called on the Foreign Secretary.

The Sri Lanka Delegation gave some amplificatiqn of certain
issues which figured in the Paper drawn up earlier QUrlng Dr.H. W.
Jayewardene’s visit to New Delhi. They also provnded.somg facts
and figures about how some of the proposals contained in the
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Paper would work in practice. It will be recalled that the Paper
drawn up during Dr. H. W. Jayewardene’s visit is to serve as a basis
for further negotiations towards a mutually agreed Accord by the
parties concerned”.

The Sri Lanka Delegation returned to Sri Lanka with the full
expectation that future discussions with a view to arriving at a
solution of the problems would be on the basis of the draft Terms of
Accord and Understanding. The Accord reached in Thimpu and New
Delhi were to be the basis of any future discussions. Such discussion
would not re-open the Four Principles mentioned earlier in any form
whatsoever. This was the basis of the understanding of both the
Governments of India and Sri Lanka.

The question of citizenship of persons’ of Indian origin in Sri Lanka
was not a matter for discussion with these groups. It was a matter to

be settled between the persons concerned and the Governments of
India and Sri Lanka.

The Terms of Accord and Understanding were to be forwarded to
the representatives of Tamil groups by the Indian Government. But
all the efforts of the Sri Lanka Delegation and the representatives of
the Indian Government proved of no avail as these groups did not
make any response to reach a settlement. It is not correct to suggest,
therefore, that the Sri Lanka Government made no efforts to arrive at
a political settlement.

TULF Memorandum of 1st December 1985

More than 3 months later, on December 1st, 1985, the TULF
addressed Shri Rajiv Gandhi, Prime Minister of India and submitted
Proposals for consideration. They were by no means any attempt to
discuss the draft Terms of Accord and Understanding. These
proposals were sent to the Sri Lanka Government (Annexure C)
tabled, and the final “Observations on the Proposals of the
Government” were despatched to New Delhi on 30th January 1986
dealing in full with the proposals of the TULF (Annexure D) tabled.

The TULF proposals are diametrically contrary to the draft Terms of
Accord and Understanding which were prepared and settled with
the Indian Government and mentioned earlier.
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Future discussions must be on the basis of the draft Terms of
Accord and Understanding initialled in New Delhi on the 30th August
1985.

Conditions of Implementation

it was also understood that the full implementation of any
Agreement will be conditional upon compliance with the following:—

(1) All persons engaged in the current dispute wi.th the
Government of Sri Lanka do accept, and acknowledge the validity of,
the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and
in particular the provisions dealing with the Official Language, the
National Languages, the National Flag and the National Anthem, and
will abandon the demand for the creation of a separate State of
Eelam.

(2) All militant groups and persons engaged in acts of .violencg,
unlawful or illegal acts will desist from such action, abjure V{olence in
the future and disband their cadres and groups engaged in acts qf
violence, close down training camps in Sri Lanka and abroad and will
generally help in the process of restoration of peace and normalcy.

(3) All persons in unauthorised possession of arms, a.mml,.lnlgon
and other military equipment will surrender such material .Wlthln a
period of one month to the authorities specified by the Sri Lankan
Government.

(4) As part of the process of normalisation, the security operations
in the affected areas will be progressively reduced and the

emergency lifted.

(5) As soon as action under paragraphs 2 and 3 is completed, the
Government of Sri Lanka will ensure that—

(a) prosecutions against persons in cases under invgstigation apd
those pending before any Court for offences in connection
with ethnic disturbances during the period from July 1983 to
August 1985 will be withdrawn,

(b) persons convicted for such offences will be granted pardon
and released, and

(0 new prosecutions will not be launched in respect of any such
offence.
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(6) All persons engaged in the current dispute will not obstruct the
Creation of the requisite conditions for the due and orderly conduct
of the civil administration and law enforcement in the affected areas.

(7) All persons engaged in the current dispute will not obstruct the
creation of conditions necessary for the return and resettlement in

their original places of abode of all refugees, whether in Sri Lanka or
abroad, and their rehabilitation.

(8) With the coming into force of this Agreement, the
Government of Sri Lanka will proceed to take steps as are necessary
to eliminate all forms of terrorism and militant action in Sri Lanka.

(9) The Government will set up appropriate machinery for
ensuring due compliance with the conditions set out in paragraphs 2
and 3 above.

CONCLUSION

My Government and | have tried our utmost to arrive at a political
solution to the political problems that have arisen on this question. |
must record our thanks to the Prime Ministers and the Governments
of India, particularly Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and his
representatives, for helping us to arrange meetings for discussion of
these problems. There are certain principles which we cannot depart
from in arriving at a solution. We cannot barter away the unity of Sri
Lanka. Democratic institutions; the non-joinder of Provinces in any
constitutional and administrative solutions; the right of every citizen
in this country whatever his race, religion or caste to consider the
whole Island as his Homeland, enjoying equal rights constitutionally,

politically, socially, in education and employment, are equally
inviolable.

We have agreed to place before Parliament legislation creating
Provincial/District Councils; the Chief Executive of each Council
which is the highest body in the Province, who is the leader of the
majority elected party being vested with the powers of a Minister
within his area of authority, once the Government has agreed on the
actual terms of devolution of authority.

While all these discussions were proceeding in Colombo, New
Delhi and in Thimpu, there has been a constant terrorist campaign of
murder, arson and rape against the security forces and civilians of all
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races and sexes. The monthly figures of casualties, injuries and
destruction are presented in Parliament. We believe it is the
inalienable right of a Democratic State to require that illegal arms be
surrendered; military training camps be closed and that all methods
of violent activity which are against the laws of the land should be
given up before any political solution can be completed and
implemented.

Non-violence is a creed of faith of the Government of Sri Lanka
and of the founding fathers of India’s Freedom and Constitution. The
use of violence to achieve political goals is totally against the ideals
preached by the great sons of India, particularly Gautama the Buddha
and Mahatma Gandhi. We in Sri Lanka have tried to follow these
ideals.

We cannot compromise with violence. Whatever form of
agitation is used to continue a programme to attain political goals
must be non-violent and follow the Buddhist and Gandhian method
of Satyakriya or Satyagraha. A political agreement or lack of it cannot
in any way minimise the necessity for the acceptance of these ideals.

It is said that Tamil Nadu may imperil the Unity of India if she is not
permitted to have her own way in dealing with Sri Lanka terrorists
living in her territory.

The Unity of India and Sri Lanka are ephemeral. In the recorded
history of our countries they have survived much longer as divided
nations than as united ones. However, the heritage of India is
universal and permanent. We in Sri Lanka are proud that even a
shadow of this noble heritage has fallen on our land enabling us to
share it even in a small degree. It is the heritage of “Ahimsa”
non-violence handed down to us from time immemorial; from the
Hindu-Vedas and the Bhagavad Gita; from the Buddha Dhamma, the
Christian Gospels and the Muslim Koran. Mahatma Gandhi in his
life-time personified these ideals and lived them in his life and
teaching of Truth, Maithriya; inspiring others also to follow him.
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