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It isnot only the independence of a country long denied its
rights but the usurpation of power and illegal occupation
that 1s at stake Vol 20. No. 10 (Part I) Page 1840
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«+There is only one problem in Sri Lank. There is' no
problem of language. There is no problem of' religlon“.
There is no Question of majority and m.inority rlgjrlts, The
only problem in Sri Lank is whather two nations can
cq-exist in one state”.
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««May I ask them in all earnestness” - He was asking the
Prime Minister of that time,

“¢sIn all seriousness, what do you expect the minorities to
do? Sit down with folder arms? Do you want them to say,
very well, you have decided, We will sit down and humiliate
ourselves?
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“Address by Mrs, Sirimavo R, D.- Bandaranaike, Prime
Huister of Sri Lanka, to the 31st Session of the United Nations.
al Assembly on 30th September 1976 published by the
lishing division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. I am
ng from page 31. o ‘

¢We cannot, of course, offer eyes to those who would
» cars to those who refuse to listen or hearts to those
have chosen not to feel.” ’
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We are not for the partition of this country. We are only
for liberation of the land that was conquered by the portuguese
three centuries age. We have not regained that freedom still.
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It is not only the independenee of a country long depied
its rights but the usurpation of power ‘and illegal occupation
that is at stake The rights of a people to self-determination
and to the iategrity of their territory are also at issue.”> ™
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¢*What the Colombo document seeks to convey, not only
to this House but to the entire world, is that the river of
history cannot flow backwards and that the longer the racist
regimes take to realise this the more serious would be the
consequences for peace on that continent and elsewhere”
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My parents did not even realize that there were three
separate kingdoms -in this country before the advent of the
Portuguese. They had forgotten about it. They thought that we
were one nation, one country. o
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“‘At the same time I shold make it clear from this Forum
that if reason were to fail and the peoples of Africa were
forced to resert to the ultimate selution through armed struggle
every nonaligned nation -will stand solitarily behind them."”
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