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‘PANAGODA" MAHESWRAN,
A NEW BREED OF TAMILS

Tamil society in Sri Lanka, before the arrival of the

Europeans may in terms of modern scientific, knowledge
«and technology he termedmore brain. With the arriva’
of the Europeans and specially after the introduction of
English education Sri Lankan Tamil Society turns te be
more brain than brawn. Countless numbers of educated!

specially professionaly qualified were churned out and

nearly all educated turned out to be physical cowards.
Now in the generation of ‘Panagoda® Maheswaran ‘a
happy median of brain and brawn seems to be taking shape.
in Sri Lanka Tamil Society.

‘Panagoda’ Maheswaran was born into a rich family-
from pungudutivu in Jaffna district which owned many
shops aend houses in Colombo. 1n 1977 and 1983 Sing-
hala thugs demolished and set on fire the properties of the
Family, may be worth around Rs, 5,000, 000/~ but then-
Panagoda Masheswaran has taken nearly Rs.40,000,000/-

from Singhala Banks in Sri Lanka. Thats nota bad deal -
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‘Panageda’ Maheswaran was in the final year of the .
Mechanical Engineers Course in St. Marys College, London -
when the call of the spirit of Eelam came to him. With e
total abandon reminscent of Bibilical exhautation he gave
up everything and returned to Sri Lanka and took up the
Gun.

In this first act of complete surrender and dedication
to the cause of Eelam ‘Pangaoda’ Maheswaran was .
cxpertly guided and instructed by ‘Oberoi’ Devan.
| remember the fateful day when the news .of the
rmurder of Devan reached the Jail. ‘Panagoda’
Maheswaran could neither eat. nor talk for days
alter the incident. What hurt him most was that a
brave warrior who spent every centhe earned at fhe
‘Oheroi’ Hotel for the liberation of Eelam should he called
2 common thief and shot to death by Tamils. A truly
blight star in the Eelam sky, had vanished for ever.

Having received the first revolver from ‘Oberoi’ Devan

‘Panagoda”  Maheswaran  had assembled four youths,
instincted them on the finer points of Bank robbery and
triod 1o break the Bank at Kuchiveli.  The sttempt failed;
all wero wrested  and detained and  tortured. A week
botoro was takon 1o Panagoda Army Camp  ‘Panageda’
Mihoswaran had made good his escape {rem the maximum
suctrity camp of the Singhala Army where nearly a battalion
of singhala  soldiors were keeping 35 Tamil  freedom

fighters in detention and torturing them.

‘Panagoda’ Maheswaran had arranged for a hacksaw -
blade and celo tape to be sent along with food parcels to -
the Camp. Food parcels were alloewad not because the:.
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“#Singhala soldiers liked the Tamil detainees but they loved

~:ithe delicacies from Tamil hoemes more. He had sawn
~away the bars on the window of the cell and kept them in

~+position with celo tape and abided his time for escape- |
One afternoon when the soldiers on duty were fast as sleep |

after a hearty meal ‘Panagada’ Maheswaran undid the celo
tape and having made sure the sentry duty was looking
-.away from his side slipped down into the open field
..adjacent to the detention barracks. When the sentry with
- .gun on the ready turned and looked at him he had the cold
-merve and presence of mind to pretend he was a seldier off
- duty. To make it doubly sure he plucked a mango and sat
‘under the tree and ate it. The soldiers were satisfied
. beyond any douts. Now he walked straight towards the
barracks of the soldiers. Once round the corner of the
-barracks he walked faster in search of the high walls of the
-camp. Who will run a maximum security camp without
high walls? Maheswaran was mistaken. There are no
high wall at Panageda. Now the Singhalese are building
:a high wall at Homagama Camp. He met some people
digging a well. He joined them and inspected the well;
“told them a few things on how best it can be done.
‘Having made sure no suspicion was raised he cooly walked
‘to the railway station close by.

He studied the faces of the people around and once

sure beyond any doubt that he had spetted some Tamils:
~:apporoached them and asked them for five rupess to buy a
ticket to Colombo. They were Indian Tamil labours and
-did not have any money. He took courage and told them
he was a Tamil escaping from Jail. They went around and
v-‘fbrou‘ght two rupees, He teok the first bus to Kelaniya 5
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town North of Colombo, Knowing Colembu  transport:
centres will be checked. In Kalaniya he made the
first mistake. He took refusein a house and being
worn-out took time off to rest and sleep News got
around there was a stranger
arrested by the Police. ‘Panagoda’ Maheswaran was
brought back to Pangagoda Army Camp two days after
1 was taken theje. It was carnival time in the Camp. Army
top brass in cap and medals, Ministers, Seceretries and in:
tho rush Government Favourite journalists and Camera
Mon came to see Maheswaran. For nearly a week
Panagoda Maheswaran was the centre of attraction.

As thoy went past many will stop to stare atus. Once

agin 1 must sdmit ‘Pangoda, Maheswaran was not:

ottocked by the soldiers although the rest of us were .

subjoclod to torturo ovory other day after his arrest. For.

tha vost of the pariod. we woro at the Camp Maheswaran...
guost. One could fee! there:.

was alimoest an honeured
wits sonse ol admiration for him.

two months we were all taken to:
Thore wo had opporunity to talk and:

Altor noarly
wolikade Jail.

‘Panagoda’ Mahoswaran rolated to me his past life and his¢~

hopos for the future. It is sirange, yet true that in many-
fivlds we saw oyo to eyo. ‘Panagoda’ Maheswaran was
uclually resigning himself to a leng term of imprisonment
partly due to his attempted escape from Jail. But even

after 7 years he was determined to strike back at the.

Singhala Racists.

On July 27, 1983 hell

in the area and he was .

‘ was let loose on the Tamil:
Ltreedom fighters at welikade. Close associates of-
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“*Panagoda’ Mahehwaran fought tooth and nail. His
forehead, hands, and " legs were cut. He managed to
ssurvive.

Here | must digress to say a few words about Sarves-
waran the right hand man of Maheswaran. A more char-
ming young man both physically and mentally is hard to
find in all this wide world. Even the hardcore Singhala |

-glorious Jailbreak at Batticaloa.

Army personnel at Panagoda could not escape his charms-
Invarially he will be selected everyday to distribute tea
brushes, broom and cloth for regular clearing of the Cells.
He will run around from cell to cell with a cherubic smile
on his face and by the time his duty was over he would
have passed all relevent information to all of us. It was
a treat to greet him in the mornings. He is no more. His
soul cries to hige heavens for vengence. AndIam sute |
'Panagoda’ Maheswaran is hearing it.

There were many more, may be not connected to
" Panagoda Maheswaran on whom books could be writen. §
‘True and dedicated souls for the freedom of Tamil Eelam,:
who are now no more. | hope at leat to put on record for:
posterity. that part of their life which | was previledged to
-share with them at Panagoda and Welikade.

‘Panagoda’ Maheswaran was brought to Batticaloa
Jail with us. He worked for eur escape. He had only]
10 to 12 youths with him but all the while | got the
impression they were as powerful as a squadron of soldiers,
“He sent out messages and organised them to perfection.

“There is no doubt his men played a leading role in th

But unlike many others
'he did not make wild claims for himself and his men.

Once out of Jail many of us were making frantic attemptg
10 get away with our lives ‘Panagoda’ Maheswaran was
calmlly, with the same cold calculated Manner in which he

picked and ate a mango at Panagoda, planning to ro p
Singhala State Banks.

Like Robeart Bruce of Scotland *panageda’ Maheswaran
succondod beyend  all expectations to collect nearly
[4.40,000,000/- from Banks at Velanai and Kathankudy.

AL Panagoda | have overheard Maheswaran teiling
Commandm tdagampola that once he was a free man he
wonld Tilko ta ot up a gurage and a Factory. | can't help
g ot with 18:.40,000,000/- with him “Panagoda’
Muhowaran is sotting ap o Factery to produca the fastesy
un an oath to win lroedom Tar his people. | only know
bo las the tvam and brawn to do it. The Tamils of Sri
U vkea oo g Tow thousands like him at this tragic hour.

S.A. DAVID
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