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Manager of Master Trad

1
=

- ‘: Is it useful to introduce you to Mr. "Master"

JLJ Karalapillai 7 I think that most “Famil refugees living in ';H
Paris or its suburbs kmow him or at least have heard of him. A Ut
Tamil himself, he came long ago to my country as a refugee for
his own reasons. He is the President or Executive of many

Tamil cultural assoeiations or centers and proud of his origin.

I first met him about twelve years ago in a
French friend's translation office in Paris and since then we
never stopped working, translating together. We have many
things im common and first of all our culture. He taught
English in his mether country, Sri Lanka as I did in mine,
France. Thus an identity of interests as well cultural as
professionnal lioks us.

About eight years ago we created a translation
office 1in Paris and since then we Lave been tranclating
together, his perfect knowledge of the Tamil and English
languages, together with my mndest knowledge of English and
French enabling us to help Tamil young people and less young
ones to obtain political asylum in France, to advise them in
solving administrative problems among others.

The work we do does not prevent us from reading
a lot. "Master" reads newspapers inm Tamil and besides he is
fond of English literature. I camn remember the day when 1 went
to the "Quartier Latin" in Paris (the students and University
district of the capital) to buy him the complete works of
William Shakespeare. 1 strongly suspect him of considering
this book as a kind of "Bible” which he knows by heart.

Some jealous people may suspect him of making
much money out of his office, which is absolutely false. As is

my case, as a former teacher, “Master"” has never been and will
never be rich. The income drawn from our work hardly pays for
the overall expenses (rent, telephone and electricity). Mr.

Karalapillai loves his mnative country and one of his pleasures
is to help his oppressed fellow-countrymen whatever their
religious creeds or political opinions. I think that for him
all Tamils are equal when they are faced with severe or even
vital problems.

From time to time, from my own office upstairs,
I can hear him sing Tamil songs or melodies, which proves his
eagerness to one day returm to his small island and lead at
last a free and peaceful life until his last day.

Such is "“Master" and I should like h1m to find
happiness at last although I would be very sad to "lose" his

company.

Mgv\:) Aev ok Mestey TVO\A
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