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A Lawyer’s Lawyer

The Tribute made from the Bench of the Supreme Courts on 13.5.1977
by Hon. Victor Tennekoon, Chief Justice of Sri Lanka.

The judges of the Supreme Court would like to join you in paying tribute to the later Mr.
S. J. V. Chelvanayagam and in expressing our deepest sympathies to his widow and other
members of his family.

Mr. Chelvanayagam had in the last thirty years or so, built himself into the structure of
our national life. It is perhaps true to say that his departure has left bereaved not merely the
members of his family but also the members of a whole community.

But we are assembled here to remember Chelvanayagam, the lawyer. Many tributes to
him have appeared in the newspapers and other journals from men of eminence. Your tribute to
which we have listened today, contain a worthy summation of Chelvanayagam’s career in the
law and the characteristics which took him to the top of the profession.

Having started as a teacher he moved on to law. He started practice in the Court of
Requests which has in the past provided to many lawyers unrivalled source of experience on
which to build up a successful career. When he moved on to the District Court, in due course, he
became one of the leading lawyers there. He was a man of great forensic skill. He found no
need to make a spectacle of the case he was appearing in for the amusement and encouragement
of an uninitiated gallery. Nor was he anxious to provide headlines for the newspaper reporters.
He was indeed a lawyer’s lawyer. He had a deep knowledge of legal principles, and analytical
mind and such a command of the language as to enable him to express himself simply but
forcefully and convincingly. He set for himself rigorous standards of hard work and devotion to
duty. His courtesy to witnesses and opposing counsel was proverbial.

He practised in the courts in an age when it was the fashion to bully witnesses in cross-
examination. Chelvanayagam set an example of courtesy and dignity. He was indeed the picture
of a gentleman in search of truth.

His death however creates no impact on the calendars of the courts in which he used to
practise. That is of course because from nearly 30 years ago he gradually withdrew from his
very lucrative practice in order to devote his full time to promote and fight for the interests of the
Tamil-speaking people. Added to this was the fact that he was greatly handicapped by illness
during the evening of his life. I make no reference to Mr. Chelvanayagam’s skill as a political
leader and parliamentarian. They will, I am sure, receive recognition in other places and in other
ways. Suffice it to say that his success as a lawyer was only a small facet of a career which had
its full flowering in another sphere.

As a lawyer, Mr. Chelvanayagam will be remembered and honoured as a great model for
civil lawyers practising in the highest or the lowest courts of this country. As a politician, his
death has been like a great tree falling. It has left his friends and supporters surprised to see how
bare the landscape is without him.

Our deepest sympathies go out to Mrs. Chelvanayagam and the other members of the
family in their great loss.

e

In response to your request, [ would order that a copy of today’s proceedings be forwarded to
Mrs. Chelvanayagam.




A Peer in the Profession

The Tribute paid on behalf of the Bar of the Supreme Courts on 13.5.1977
by Mr. Shiva Pasupati, Attorney General of Sri Lanka

The last few months have witnessed the demise of peers in the profession. men who were
independent, courageous and forthright, men who were destined to be leaders.

Samuel Velupillai Chelvanayagam was born at the tum of the centurv. He graduated in
Science in 1918. He spent a short but turbulent period as a teacher at St. Thomas College and
later at Wesley College. He projected his personality even at that voung age. He would accept
nothing unless he was convinced that it was correct. He therefore turned to a profession which
would provide ample scope for his dedication to his work and to his principles. He had httle
choice but to turn to law and so he was called to the Bar in 1924, having worked in the
Chambers of the late Mr. Francis de Zoysa. Bereft of patronage, he had to make his modest
beginnings in the Court of Requests. The extraordinary qualities he possessed - patience. hard
work and an unruffled temperament combined with incisiveness and intelligence led him from
success to success, from the Court of Requests to the District Court, from the District Court to
the Appellate Courts. He was made Queen’s Counsel on 31 May 1947, Judges before whom
he appeared learnt never to question the correctness of what he said on the facts of any case and
never failed to give weighty consideration to his relevant, precise and persuasive presentation of
his case. ~

He gave more than his share to help the legal profession to be regarded in this country as
a noble and a learned profession. Those who had the privilege to have worked in his Chambers
often recall with warm affection the patience he always displayed to instil in them a sound grasp
of legal principles and, more important, an unswerving adherence to principles in their conduct
in the profession. He never missed an opportunity to help a junior to build confidence in himself
and many a diffident junior looked to him for support.

He never craved for wealth and was satisfied with modest reward. When he ventured
into the realm of politics, he took with him that rare characteristic of being able to inspire trust
and confidence in persons who sought his services. The unprecedented mass of humanity from
every walk of life who gathered to pay their respects at his cremation will for ever be a silent
reminder that as in law, so in politics, people will never forget those who never betrayed the trust
that they had reposed.

Might I request that a copy of the minutes of these proceedings be conveved to the
members of the bereaved family, one of whom is with us in the profession.
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QeedaumalL(pd EBHSH. SHTOSHTH DU
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SIS
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Gousmniqul (penm, HHSHEF OCFWSIET 2 6EHIEHLDUITET
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6T6e0GUMD HoueghAe0 GClameTenBsouemigig E)SHIUTGLD.

(@& sL@ewgwuTerti ghens GFeaur euiseflet
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aumpaigid SieuT GouTenwuld, alensoCursrs alfepb,
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SIB SN  CeuBTBIT. WHBET HENELEUTTEITIT.
SO PIHHA “HHengG WTEITT. LOHECT HENGVEIGITES
HEBUSDHSHEH DLEBHHT SHeNHIHL HRIDBIT. DieuT
srar aplgw alhgemend HulBeo L GumlL
SBIBLOTENTT. LDHH6T ESUIBIH6TE0 QBHUICUDTEMIT. SieuT
EIBOIR( Bamalgid “ amiser Hheng Cgedeun”
GRID G0 TS GSHWE  HeMeO(HbEHI SHIEMOWTH
B HBEI. 6IDemD UBL HF HBESIBSI.

‘GG OQFOMT 6DMmIDS &SN DTLLAT 6Teiis
BiIsms SO CuaD WwesfLSHe0 HambabbDSI-
OsmetenauiBear UIgeurmHsETIal SLITe0  DMDENT
SEGTIUYD, LOTDHIS B(HIHGHIBSMETULD HIIACN SieuT
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UTTBSHHE SHWT. 1HH6T alHHMEVDBGHS DTN
SIMILENSSHC0 Do ETSHIT. elhiGemev elfiTaer
BHsWHHCOT SjaT DimeRnTaleNSE.

Shms GFeLaT Hevev dnfieHaemas alleribleanT.
Soudgib @baHusiurGsmeruyd UHarups
QMPHSTT. DIDANDHSI DSHHBANBEHID Sleuen] HHH
ampheTi. GueepT @ Brefsw, Syhda Sifey
SumId A QUIBHSTID SHend CFedeur  Hes
Qanhs weneRlel SFMOALILPNGS UPSHHRISEENULID

HaupwBsrh medew eaeflw slPled et
B Bomouw QaeallluGsd S HDmbUY
QUEBPNEHSTT. H&T SHHwes mauuSHMID &
sflpen1 IFHBRSSFHUILGSHW (poHéuws Geuener
Hofligoud &M sl siemiupd Geul'lg, FTedemsY, FL ML
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ST aaipiCy HWSHBD ST LGUIZEOEN6D.
Q&mapL eupsEMiehTEeT Heopd, GCFBBF
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SIBUN euenimb I, eTUGUNE LWETHILIBLTEDS” eTeTmI
FheozsuiLd Caelwnss GaslLourews “@uturg
ST LTBGETL L BT QuUiHEHCHET, Sigl aueniThEl
UWSTISTSSTET GUTEBH” eTaliy 2 mIFHWTHL Lgled
Q& TestemTiT.

1930zaflar Uar Qomyl, @er obeog UrGss
SiQUILHLUTUTRT  HMEVMDGHHIGUD 2 _(HeuTSuIF
eleleomd. 193460 &\p. gd.af. GUTEIANDUGVD HieuTH6IT
FLLFDUSGS BCFHTOHHEHSILLL S mbEH SODDH
SmeomwhHIaud LUbSUIT QuBBE. 194460 SIOps
sTmagad grodésuulL Qurwsd Sa.
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1947 meudur 2010 [HBIeT GESOND Gl
GYBLBDETLH DDWVEFBSS @B SbHaw
s PpsETRSTaD Sigiiwg. GUOLT(pgieiag
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Sl Lrd Qsfalshsri.

‘BommssGHE FSHETH SLSHHON LS.
aeoCeon(hid QEFERILTHG6UTD GUT(HBIBT eIy G
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GouemT(HiLD. Sie0ev@ BILIGET  DITFTHISSHHGsu,
agissl FullBeor sedeg GQuTdsuTer S &
SieoULIGT Haig SITFWBLGNS 2 ewlTeneudd
wung Sihsenew Ullalarmagd HHATID sl
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graws Guuflaws FULLSGMSS OHTLIGHS
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FLLsFHs S b utwFsuube UiGssw sWBHU
Guad ugswuraslw &HPde wLISTETCLLWTGW.
sVPUGU&HD wosselar GUITF8HFHHe0 SHITFTRISID
FmsBen WwEHBMNS  GHQEWBMSHH L LIS (HieTeng.
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agt amevGHmae STonalsdain swpiteamw o fenw
o i) GaIP HHGH OCFvT BHLIBSHHID
BILTEHLOGTBHEHGID DSHE6T LOSIDISEMNEIILD 6UTHITLQEITTT,
SIFBITE SHANA DTUILRISH 2 MPHHTI.

SOPU GuUIID BT FDSHG6TeN  FWIbITewIw
o Menwuler SiguumLUNeD, Hevmemaulsd HH W
GLLTL S opflal HmEwTssd seranm dl Gauiajb,
Causmihonemmed Ufhg GCsaip SSHIHT DTHF

Bmieueyd o _Mems o eieneulise a@imsd  Hhedd
GFeveuT 1HHET LAMHH G HepUISHSHMT
SD Gumg SPHSTO HOD G SiPH

QlHb; HTwWaHMSH EWhsTeL ST CHFw Her
SDLWTNH S SPrHa ol Geaui: HW P
ampGBeuawiGHiotantsd SO  oppGeuamiBid:  HLE pest
aumpGoueml HOMTenTed  HOpeT Hemenend HTGen
HeBauamiHd a1l GaEmiur®ssiev F6H GHd w
ANHHMBS S 1 eTUpULTWaIT HHend biFsdaur.

Burfeysensnt gRUGGHH S CaTamigmedHs Gumt
wiyns& auyBaem HOwelsd mipg s 1T Har o
UTEHISTULL SWOSMIaumsenhd 2 HHJauTshl
UHSHHUULE Fnlgwl (6 HTey FJBULLTE Gauemifpil.
HGHHMBW HTeYEeil HhemF GFaveur HeuTHs sIhihd
Sromenmiseien  SIGUUMLUTOSSTET  JHUL (PgUD
aedeiy SenalBG SeuT et H\F CFTID HHFHIAURID
TP BN, TRBEHHES b ETL (B imen.

(@8 s @agureari @ateanwulelBig sheng GFevauT
auisaflal Qaraiemssamary Ueiupd) eumpueurd.
slflarggnars FQUYsS. SEUYESTMU® S@maryid.
AgFraumgamarupd FEFSseui. Heut @ PpSI@T
Qoniensti urgrepweaiy o mudlert i UG
©YulI 554551

197216 gpewi@ @pPwneiing Fpssllpraeiar CurrmiLsAneE sy G
CrneasH I 661 GHAsETat JFdusd LW s HaIBLUTE SHIoTT. . SPTseSmsDL Solps
(PBO6UT BEDEVEDT (. H(HERITEE S EBUTHL-6B1 BHeNG CFsveuT STeTTLILIGE ST

-29-




SIS S

SiLofiy ai_l_gggm‘r" 6Ter0.85.08&H BT M.A

6TLb Lomrmﬂm LESGHUSMS aHDID stewTend BB sei
&l 0P EhFmsBer!

Bevhienss HOPCUSID WoHHENET QLB SHeeveuTa ST
HHMSOGIQID FPS5HH STHSOWIDID (WHe] sepib
CGumbil GuslulL QUL Fmeveugrs (PULFHI LLEEI6
HEndHE Gwenns (PHHWPTHeT CBTeRILTgw SmeuTerniy
a1610.8gg.60.QFLUBTULSID BiUTHaNGDT LLHEUL.GO SHEHEOTS
G wr5585TH uglmeabs e HE HLHBHTY
AL e spbeneip QFTebeoLT Hanew PBOIHE HedeoL
aeip Gameved FUIPSBHAW Gasamd HLlgGwwiniw
semevel] Flm 83.88. CunaienbLed Sieudefes LTESHUNe0
SITAWetied LGHS SHMSWNTHET LHHI UL FID DOWSS
siipflen Glyuflenowd aundGhewwb gEdw Codws
sl dfullemmed ufidasiiL’ L CuTg Sims aHTSH S el
sl Bevniamsulien syl BB HwennliuTs
@levoumived Bamelluwig Fadwim, SeLm, GbSwT, SHelhey
combg! Buneip HTHBmeNL) BuiNei FoMJG SITFMDLILTS
Sienwow CauaiGowein Gred GETh\GSH 1949860 HOWTHE
sl Fenl eOSTISSHT].

sl demw adTIsG0L Curg Bk Cxiba GFwbu L
Gasruurw) Gasmwrell auaTAlwWARISL, HHwmeoBeTd
61631. 847 .ITRaGITSUID, LASLT F.61b.efl.BraprHed, Siudp
J& cipenent eiaiipl euesfidbaliul L S au.peuySHend, Hen
ugl S.oFHeOmIED Buraly Hameveusen eremgIGW
Beomams Bxfw BEITLLGHD  swdsrzs 50D
Bl sSnsd ed CEreamLamwanul Brrsgh Burg
sHemaw @Geoldw @ouwd amemGLrBrn®m  Geu
BenemihIHHHTT eT6iiIens BHITD SIFULIGVTLD.

19505660 GHeit &LF QFwevmenyien alBaUFSHIHRID 6Tl
Spiidler ETeme0 FTeuBms wEMHTHGeMNL SHeuen L e
(peotd Geommss HlpIsenar GrFdomaanw  (PpHe
W&6fcd FgiHE THGHIF Camever aufeuGHHeuT @eul.
19610 HYWIH WPWSSIPBHBULD L1 FHHWTEETS
Bussdams BLHS SOPLILGHDND H0OTT BTG WIS
STVSHDEG SITF HUbHTSMS (PLSHwenwuwjd 19561
L6 L EUBD SHEweane WiSarub Suprs surd
shBsmeny sHAWNSEHTE STevH 60 BLSHSH SOWPFSH
s Horew Qeuafuiil® Burlywrens BHLSHwenu|b
BTG SHemevanouelt (LPHEHTPRIBMTES BB L Si.

@ Sfebgaugral IBbha H¥evseuns eurphs CUTHID
Bhgibsmen GuBbLTEIeUIRTTES QETaIL SUlfens
FMHG HMUEND STRISISEH (PeOD SHITFFFLIRISEDSHS
siLuTBul L. (pempuiled wHSEeT BLIIbmEmWL QuUBD
QuBHB Hemeal] e16iim GuEpenwenwil GuBBeT LPSBEhT
FhHemg QFeveupTwsD. 1970 HHULGSUND Beomienaudier
FSHATHISSDBS BUHIE BILSHEPSEG (PHUTS LSHHenid
Guiw ueefeurselied yabHs Cunedany sikiEg CeTwms
uled @mbd (perveblibaamens Hred Fevewy sLH\S CHTei
prysen. pforBeur spde GHs SIITRFSMS 6HS @UH
(PerOeBid FHMEVAUBD HEWIQSHETSH DIeNOYSGS UTTTED
wIMHHL 2 IUTBITLIGHET (ped (PerdedibaEHL ST
seflenn oRBBO 61D (WPIFODHS (PSHHTET  HENEVGU]T
FHiHeng GFeLMBTULISLD.

Cgaigdifiporan oiburenm, wLLSSeUY 6l Hlsaried
vwemib Gewideip Gurg dsefar @EHLHE ELW
BeopbHnsG Opedauwisosaisd Gnhedwaniiss WHHIS

B30-

GG SHTEd CUTEBeeMD GeaiBern BHTD G
Wyt aaip a6 Guraip Geenehiseamenis LTS
HoLsdemL Caluger epeod AT 1IBBHFRIBTcd Hmel]
MAUSIHBHS WTBTH UBDDUD STHEMeOWd LienBFTHIIUL
QB Bemevar] Sibeng Gaeveur.
Suiomuiyh Gevenepiset Geim S0P Can s BEmiy
Gubm s 2 uljsmen saliLed QETHSHSHCHTH LTSHI
D600 GEIpID HOYP waTgNESTL GUHsD Fbs HAHHiH
OBMeHIh BHADTIS6N 6lGIDTeL HISHS cLpeosmyemId 19750
N (C) WmpAILITeRT &5C8a1l euenalled Hyeuy QFuwiz SUOSPI
lﬁ\gsmasw g,rran SISBIBT6V Si! Lﬂm&wmm mmu.tﬂpg& 5
asrrmuJu) sTeRmID (o\errrssmgm (l,poafo g,tﬂ;mpw gmwﬂug,gbasnj
SiehBp BamqlHid SN _Lqu1 HeneveuT HieUT.
1970530 1B GLNFHISCHTHO (WLg6rSHeiT Qam‘ﬂmg,g e
(peified Gesh CuipbLTestenBWITEH u_rjwrr(smrreﬁ]m b
(peiieendl oIIF usACLHBEL CuIADE adip Cfibasg b
Bamsbufl SiTFMWLLIL GLMUSTOL G GUITLUILL G LSk
dhisensd GQUTSH SELLY 2 _(HTEGOLRTUMSUID DS
denenaurs sllifiend uSILLEEG GEIOOBEDHE (P
@M@&@@mmumgmm yibai Q&;rrmh@ FopTeenen Sef
BLayelt Test STUUTHD Ceuatibid ey CFmeiten Hibssid
pbog Gscwar. shmgulsd Sisssfsaid Gan Bajsa
wrd S Leng SLayemen Hs Q&;ﬁm@ HTeod emﬂg,
sIOSPSHL SiuTds6Bed B3 Bib o 1 anini ot
Bleneo a1h\GHID BT (HESGmaE!.

@lqmrjeﬂm ag&mmuuas@ g,lﬂ;puamﬂsm @uug,s\) @mmaui

B611 OTSHHTIDEVE0 BieneN SHIvS SHOPTEEHD GBS el
sl Siel] wyews Qzuig) (Sesl’_L_g.nb éhrreﬁL (peir@eurg
mases;pésw yB&ETH efignam, Ur.e_ . Fem(pEDd a{,aﬂ(Ban
W semewn Hyrelll (e BB pa Hipsd gqmmgy :
SimSEY Behded wamayemanyd HB\MPS Sibe g
sigipTud  Apfldigsmawb HOPpsmpID  BHgISE
Sl s siEIsTu CFUIFBEHD THEHHIS ST K
denper. ool GsmL Gl Fib 1SS HHBWIYP LeLeOTUNNH
D&B6T (peitafieansoulied 2wl SHPESTL uTphs HhHng
WgniL6d SHeBengwmer wmplumes (pafwiuy Bsrufe
wpaimeled oieuj Benaasfdiand DimwsHE ]Sl
Fbwg Bg ST OBTIL. LTFHMmSE STL_LQTTIHeT.
s Hed slpTsmen PbwHuTs amp aealLls
HHMBLGUTHEHBES B QFub sichFedum@Gn ew@ig s
shensule &0 FhHbsTsd Sieufle HLdsTHM
SorsAsa eflenL QUIIEGDET BN euemTIS®LD.
(S1o77 FLLSSTmN 61610.8%5.08HbH 6 stib.gJ. DieuTsenTe)
GeaeMui Ll L wesDTBSD H.19. BOPHSHL 1960 B)(HbHE
s Busdler Qb 058 WefbaslLGDDE)



, mm}__[ ,

|

QAL

R

i1 ‘LLL_LMN

\

v
i

'

g,lﬂmmg'{ HTREN Hmval!
selleyT ai. &hgeueoTd

ghmg Glgsaur UL Weseurr
fkeng SaIThg ClFbweTs Semeeur !

mYSSIs SIS WSS WSS
sohSIN sz sahsm Cersg!

Sisem WEHSEHD CFHILILY &S EDHLD
SRIGET ShiGeT SHeuflggieun Guesefls
&Ly snidulh Gemmeun eumpsemev
ETLL aflnyhs Bl (paons SS5si!

glegin Glgaflur oy @wid @laTsg et
WSs0 NesSaH0 Qumehasit Qamsaré
FSSHIID S(HLOWD FeoTmm Was6ILoedT (1))

2 S50 Grfuley spmmienn Gl
UTRIGNS SLIPMTS STRISIL HEnEEmITE
STEIGEUT 6TETMID ST

Comd sfsHrs Hmiys GermGL !



oirGaaifl preafisifer
LITTeneMUl6v.............

HHenDH NFLTET6IT
BITDDOTII(H ATPT

HomEnssH SOPHMND STVSHIHEG STevD LI SD
HEELUTEMENL QUM eubgieTengl. Sibd aufleaulsv,
F&Te0 SFfwed FPEITLLGHMmSUWD SO fens e
GuTITL L  euJeom@enmujd (TS S Hleneat
Cam' L gems B GwluTs wwasHHanrulled BRSBTS
Beneos S (BLILeUT HHemg 6lerd.Cgg.al. CFeLBTWSLD
SieuTHGen!

frisenl QUEBUTET TG BILIged Goudnani
Apuneienty wEHHeflar o MenwseaT UQUUGWTS
ufldaslul @, S G QIESLLULGMMS
FiessNeasBarh o amibsl SUDDIGG aHITS
GuTTE0sTy FTes sl Seulr!  sSuwlfend
SHMR LDHG aMPhS BTOSSE  GWalBEEGD
SuGGHISH®en UL BLTemew CUTL® abhdbHF CFmTevel
QOB 2_6WITeYHEMeN 2 _[JepLIgUIsu(BLD SiouGy.

L@, BIPeG, MEVWSBLD aaiD SpiulHoaL b
SO wdsemen SLIQOWIRUIL, BTHIHHES GuFHamIgLL
SIS (Waiaml Q8w aBSSHIF GFTeLal DIFwed
fHwUTE QaIpUL  assaumD GaBy! FoHHlwrs
s aipid oIF wfwed SYPIUTLLLD eeigid
SIGHIEMED D&THWT SMHF STUIgw Sarlbas
AUPLIBLTITL L 608 OHTLEH), S0P e wHHuied
Gen asfaew alifitiyemias@d alHFH L UL
Sauly! st Geim e ulGLal SeHISGU
urGuwnemed eiFiteum wriE 31 FagH S
BoTeug Unhs Saisams Osremimauilmuum.

sfasder shod aapd Fies sid g,
160G TEID DITOUT(LS DIMPSELILL L B6UHEE),
SUTuTed Sy CatemiL S  GLIHLOSETDNT
geipgng BrLemmealw fHulled EIBPTEIG elipTeney
QaTamiLIL @Wye OQsFUSBUUS &TS el
Cxeaul Hioedsv aufGeumsiiuL. BeusliguIITELD.

BIG G@H WhHauLL Senaled FHUUToHSE

SMFMISHH (ppd elGUL (PIQUIMDed SDHBerMbBHic
CaneRiypEHameny HIgmB. Hbds Heveouled
HIdG PHG GHES SPEWED HOTHET cleueuT(D)
HILIgeT Sfwed ufiuTeoaidamd BIL® BLLILSM6T
spraudwoner 2 ullt GIPILSEHEE SIS0,
amqp, aumpell aap GHT UTLML IGBTHNSS
Osnemi(h wa&smen OOBPILILGS S umPh &
ST QRTTHET.  CUTLD DEUSSHTTE6N ETHISHMST DD

Quilwrmeg oPreau®Gsas Hanaey (gl
auyGaumaliL GouemiguwCs.

Fhmg Oaeveur aaipiBo QFTeLlET GFsdeuITE
alenmisalsvensv. g Cud), Quilwarfiwmsemens
Qaupd QFwetaljamaBa HePhami. “BoUlbms
LOEmeVHMETOW SimFoHGID algeuna(peTemeugmil BXm
g alalledw uTFsRSmETCUW ST  SIGHBY
FnIGUGIEHI(H. CareteansseaT  CoupILiL 1gHHHTEID
LDTHDTHD, WHHH Gurbprd LewiLerer, LLrGLTLLOMHY
HEOMITS SieulT alleTmisem.

emeOWE SO weseiar Guuifienn, arsgheno
ufdstulL Gurg “‘@epl SieTaEamLw SWHEHI
SIDSSIUGEDG. Hrenen BESWL HBFH HH Fral
aaipy Sies sHoeasBasn® OSCB  samlweud.
GeipEE GuBULL G)emibeT euT(pEIs b HTLLGED,
gnmp S d QFHTLGHLIETND, DG PhardHar
ampasGw vimpw Gemsaia afpsfsGd
afugsGhd aaip o enihs Seenuur g
SHFZUSMS (paimeuSHalT. ST, DiGT®DWL
Sy Auneieet HIBBG CFalwBEs WHIHHIOIL L 6.
slflerd OFTLIBSHID gULIBBLUGY GeNors
ampaiend St  afuaiedensv. FRANBHHE6T
Qaehdil Gupeomd. o Menweensnad Cal Gl GLBEOTD.
alpamevens gIpIU G CuTITYSSTE GUB(PIQUID
aep 2_emTHHuleul.

B3 &LbS ST euFerDn SeTDl @u@luai\w
amHD FEIL FUWIBSEHSS oiligey auCUTH aaiDl
pOPeID JHES Belsss CETMIIBEGD Bbss
BTV LSS0 HHME OQFvauTalal aumpeEms
QUJeUTHENBUD GFwIBBBenad E)emsTil LFDLIGHTUIeUTT
wHHU EIHBBIRIG alPToHEelT (e LIenBFTHs
WeieubBBLIG OBMhE! CUMLIGEGD CIBEHsTHBEMSS
QUaTamag @SsLb Q&EThuugie @oUUCSHTEH
aumipelieh QLD JRUBSHIUSTUIHEGID. eTeGeoy
ETBmrewi @ aflpn GQauBHarwrs HOLOUD |
FHUBSLILLL SO @SHIMPLIL  UPEIG6uZ
mu(%sumu&,@rﬂmg,n@m

(18-02-1997 ey afyGasfufled Qeveflalssg)

-32-




seviafl Gured mBlenatey Garer Ymmed G bSeair!
sewid eTend FHend erasfled SevmiEl_r FmbHaur!!
Berd u® gufedled @eur yipbgl CHruimkgeuir!
sard 18& QFeweur & sewrewiluid 18 5bSearir!!

BALAVRY HOWT KDDL
BHOD Asdan PIBLIETY Ser EBHo
U AR HHID

GComputek

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

- . . . SCARBOROUGH CAMPUS
ETOBICOKE CAMPUS 2390 Eglinton Ave. East, Suite 248

222 Dixon Rd. Suite 306 Scarborough, ON M1K 2P5
Etobicoke, ON. MOP 3S5 Tel: (416) 285-9941




silfiai
FGBI0, K&l KBHSH
NSFIIAlD BRI

proerrarmisad 24  1neRild SIITevnsIseir
@@® HEMGVLILILLIIGNID HERIHIUNOTUI BEHHID
Aeodsaunt GurgriLb! giGaiar Qeol Funt CumrgmlLib!!

SRAQUI HIOUP QOIS Fol HHBTLIRTID
CANADIAN THAMIL BROADCASTING CORPORATION
86 LAIRD DRIVE (REAR) TORONTO, ON. M4G 3V1
(416) 429-2374, (416) 429-5688, (416) 429-5237, (416) 429-7512
VOICE: (416) 429-5290
FAX: (416) 429-7654

www.ctbc.com




INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE

FINANCIAL SERVICES
BROKERS

= We represent oldest, largest, leading, well managed, mutual and stock
insurance companies

= We shop around, the BEST for our clients needs, affordability and choice.

We arrange all type of Insurance
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2190 Warden Ave. Suite # 203
(Warden & Sheppard)

Scarborough, Ont., M1T 1V6

Tel: (416) 499-9596
Fax: (416) 499-9382

Life Section Under International Insurance and
Property Section Under BST Insurance

Twelve Continuous Years in Canadian Insurance Industry
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INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE AND TIMES OF MR. S.J.V. CHELVANAYAKAM

Alfred Jeyaratnam Wilson, Ph.D(L.S.E), D.Fc(Econ.), London

| think that an anecdotal essay on Mr. S J.V. Chelvanayakam will serve as a
useful backdrop to his Life and Times. Mr. Chelvanayakam's political life it might
be recalled that | had carefully documented and analysed in my S.J.V.
Chelvanayakam and the Crisis of the Sri Lankan Tamil Nationalism: A Political

Biography the entirety of his political life, published by C. Hurst and Company in
London in 1994,

Mr. Chelvanayakam was born in Ipoh in the year 1897. His father. Mr
Viswanathan Veluppillai was a business man and his mother, Harriet Annamma
Kanapathypillai, a lady from a well established and socially well reputed family. In
1901, Mr. Chelvanayakam made the historic journey from Malaysia to Tellippalai
along with his siblings, two brothers and a sister. Only his brother survived to the
age of 85. He had his early schooling at Union College, Tellippalai and later at St.
Thomas'’s College, Mount Lavinia. In 1918, Mr. Chelvanayakam sat and passed
the degree of Bachelor of Science of the University of London. Then he taught at
St. Thomas’s and later at Wesley College, Colombo. Shortly after he graduated.
he made one last trip to |poh where he met with his father. That meeting | guess
was quite traumatic for Mr. Chelvanayakam. He had no occasion to refer to his
father in his later life but | think the absence of a father in the home especially in
his growing years left a big hole in his life. Mr. Chelvanayakam then planned on a
legal career. He had grown up against a backdrop when Britain was in the heyday
of Victorian imperialism. This does not imply that he became that nineteenth
century misfit, the oddity we now call a Victorian gentleman. To a fair extent
however Mr. Chelvanayakam was influenced by Victorian values, his transparent
honesty, his innate conservatism and his strict observance of a Christian way of
life. He was however also a born nationalist and always true to the Tamil culture
he acquired in his growing years. He learned carnatic music and was reported to
sing carnatic songs. He was going to be a full time teacher and a lawyer, a hard
experience which made him later observe that “the law is a jealous mistress.” At
this point, Mr. Chelvanayakam sought the advice of eminent judges and legal
practitioners on the practicality of his joining the legal profession. At also this time
rumour had it, and | cannot vouch for its truth, Mr. Chelvanayakam'’s horoscope
was cast by a locally well known astrologer. Said the astrologer. “you will have a
successful life but nothing that you acquire will be easy. You will have to labour
very hard and everything will be like building brick upon brick.” In 1927, Mr.
Chelvanayakam married Emily Grace Barr kumarakulasinghe who belonged to
the distinguished Barr family whose members had served both the Dutch and
British as administrative chiefs. Emily Grace was the younger daughter of the
legendary Barr family. She was brought up in great comfort and kindness
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unbounded. It used to be said that Emily Grace’s father indulged her, only to be
indulged after marriage by her fairly well to do and up and coming husband. Mr.
Chelvanayakam negotiated his own marriage by taking Emily Grace as his bride
in exchange for his cousin Suhirtham marrying Emily Grace's brother, the
physician Dr. J.S. Barr Kumarakulasinghe. Shortly after the marriage, it used to
be said that Mr. Chelvanayakam’s family gained from the marriage because he
was a "'mere lawyer” whereas Emily Grace’s brother was a qualified physician.
Fate was to disprove this.

In appearance Mr. Chelvanayakam at this time was a fairly tall man of a light
complexion, somewhat timid-looking, lean and spare in his physical build,
characteristics which led the first prime Minister D.S. Senanayake in later years
when he was asked why he had not invited Mr. Chelvanayakam to be one of his
ministers to say that he “feared lean and hungry looking men.”

One of the eminent judges advised Mr. Chelvanayakam for a fair length of time
telling him why he should not enter the legal profession. Mr. Chelvanayakam
patiently listened to all that the judge told him, went back to his home and decided
to proceed with his legal studies. He had not paid attention to any of what Mr.
Justice Soertz had told him.

Mr. Chelvanayakam was always truthful in his appearance before judges. No one
could fault him. That is why Chief Justice H.E. Tennekoon in paying Mr.
Chelvanayakam a tribute on the occasion of his death said * a great tree had
fallen” and that “he was in fact a lawyer’s lawyer.”

Mr. Chelvanayakam was absolutely honest. On one occasion he was not
prepared with his case. The lawyers seated beside him prompted him to plead
that he had been sick and was therefore not ready and in this way obtain a
postponement. Mr. Chelvanayakam stood up when his case was called and he
pleaded “my lord | have not prepared my case. | ask for a postponement.” He was
granted it without much fuss. One of Mr. Chelvanayakam’'s besetting sins was
that he readily trusted those Sinhalese leaders who gave him false assurances.

Mr. Chelvanayakam was one of the last King's Counsel created by the British
imperial judiciary which required very high credentials and absolute quality before
being conferred with the singular honour. This was in the year 1946 the year
before the British pulled out. Mr. Chelvanayakam’s ambition at this time was to
become a judge of the Supreme Court. Shortly before he launched his Federal
party, the Chief Justice at the time, Sir John Howard obviously on the prompting
of the Prime Minister, D.S. Senenayake, offered Mr. Chelvanayakam a seat on
the bench. The offer was made a second time and Mr. Chelvanayakam declined
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the honour. By then he had come to the realisation that his primary duty was to
the Tamil people.

Mr. Chelvanayakam had a circle of close friends in the legal fraternity. Mr. P
Navaratnarajah, Queen’s Counsel, was one. Mr. James Paranavitane, and
Messrs K. Mathiaparanam and K.T. Chittampalam were three others with whom
he frequently consorted. So was Mr. N. Sinnetamby popularly referred to as
Bonser Sinnetamby (after a former Chief Justice). It might be appropriate to relate
a piece of correct advice that Mr. Chelvanayakam gave Mr. Sinnetamby. The
latter in January 1956 had grown weary of UNP governments constantly ignoring
his just claims to the Supreme Court bench. Mr. Sinnetamby wanted to send in
his papers for retirement. Mr. Chelvanayakam asked the learned district judge to
hold his horses for a while. Then in April 1956, Mr. Bandaranaike came into office
as Prime Minister and he realised the injustice done to Mr. Sinnetamby and had
him elevated to the Supreme Court. Sir Edward Jayatileke was yet another close
friend. Jayatileke chided Mr. Chelvanayakam for “wasting his money on politics.”
Mr. Chelvanayakam insisted that he had done the right thing and when pressed
by Jayatileke stated that “someone had to stick his neck out and so it was he”.

Mr. Chelvanayakam was a loving father and a good family man. When my wife
and | told him that we planned to go to Canada, he was very unhappy that he
would not see much of his daughter. | was requested by Chandrahasan to convey
to him the good news that he had passed his law course. Mr. Chelvanayakam
was very pleased and remarked ‘I feel as if | have given away my youngest
daughter in marriage”.

it was Sir Edward who facilitated the inaugural talks leading to the conclusion of
the Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact of July 1957. Sir Edward was
disappointed with Mr. Bandaranaike conceding the demands of the Federal Party.
He was a little out of touch with the island’s change to independence. Mr.
Chelvanayakam believed in the political leaders with whom he did business. With
Mr. SW.R.D. Bandaranaike, Mr. Chelvanayakam had a common past. When
both of them were attending Saint Thomas’s College, Mr. Chelvanayakam told
me that every Sunday morning, he (Mr. Chelvanayakam) went to church for
Sunday worship, by his side was always Mr. Bandaranaike. When Mr.
Bandaranaike was negotiating the B-C Pact of hallowed memory, Mr.
Bandaranaike told Mr. Chelvanayakam at one stage, “Chelva when we complete
these talks, you and | must go by helicopter to Jaffna.” When the B-C Pact was in
its last stages, Mr. Chelvanayakam and Dr. Naganathan went to meet Mr.
Bandaranaike at his Rosmead Place residence. In the course of the conversation,
Mr. Bandaranaike said, “only my wife(Sirimavo) understands my difficulties.” On
another occasion when Mr. Chelvanayakam went to Temple Trees after the B-C
Pact had been abrogated, Mr. Bandaranaike came downstairs in his night



pyjamas and in the course of their discussion, Mr. Bandaranaike shed a few
tears, wiped his face and told Mr. Chelvanayakam , "soon we will be rioting, your
people and mine, and | cannot imagine where it will all end.” At the debate on the
State of Emergency, on 3 June 1958 Mr. Bandaranaike made the following
uncharitable assessment of Mr. Chelvanayakam:

He is surely one of the most dangerous types of human beings in
the world, quite in his own way sincere, in his own way an idealist
but having no idea whatsoever of reality and the practical side of
things. Very dangerous people, such people. They are capable of
deluding themselves completely, capable of deluding others too.

When Mr. Bandaranaike was assassinated, | asked Mr. Chelvanayakam for his
views on the tragedy. He replied that “Mr. Bandaranaike was a clever politician.
He went one step below the Senanayakes in courting the common people.” At
first he (Mr. Chelvanayakam) said he was “grief-stricken.” But then on further
thought he added : “he (Mr. Bandaranaike) was a man of no convictions.”

in the Law Library, Sir Lalita, more remembered as Louis Rajapakse once
observed to Mr. Chelvanayakam, “l say Chelva, why are you fighting against the
Sinhalese. After all we are all from the same racial stock.” Came the ready retort
from Mr. Chelvanayakam, “of me there can be some doubt but of you Louis there
can be no doubt’ (Rajapakse belonged to the Salagama caste, a caste group of
Tamils from South India whom the Dutch brought to work their cinnamon
plantations.)

Mr. Chelvanayakam was a brave man ready for any eventuality. When Justice K.
D. de Silva dismissed his election petition against Mr. S. Natesan and imposed
punitive costs on Mr. Chelvanayakam, | thought he would be shattered. He came
up with the ready reply “‘good generalship is only manifested in times of
adversity.” When the BC Pact was abrogated and | asked him what he then
planned to do, he replied that “his party was ready to meet any situation.”

He lived an austere and unostentatious life, freely giving all his earnings to the
Tamil cause.
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Interview of Mrs. Susili Wilson
(Daughter of Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayagam)

Mrs. Susili Wilson, wife of Professor A. J. Wilson, and daughter of Late Leader Mr. S J. V
Chelvanayagam, was interviewed at her residence in Toronto by Mr. Kanaha Manoharan
(Attorney-at-Law) on behalf of the Organizing Committee for Thanthai Chelva Birth Centenary
Celebrations to be held in Toronto on May 30, 1998. Present at the interview were Dr. A
Wilson and Mr. P. S. Soosaithasan, ex-M.P. for Mannar.

Manoharan:
Mrs. Wilson:

Manoharan

Mrs. Wilson:

Manoharan;

Mrs. Wiison:

Manoharan:

Mrs. Wilson:

Manoharan:

Mrs. Wilson:

Good Evening, Mrs. Wilson.
Good Evening.

First of all, on behalf of the Organizing Committee of the Centenary Birthday
Celebrations of our Late Leader, Mr. S. J. V. Chelvanayagam. let me thank you
for agreeing to spare some of your valuable time for this interview.

You are welcome. '

The professional and political life of your late father is like an open book.. Those
are well known to every Sri Lankan. Also, many articles on those topics will be
appearing in our Centenary Souvenir for the information of our vounger
generation of Canadian Tamils and other expatriate Tamils living in other
countries. But, the same cannot be said of his private or family life. Notvery
many people know about his family life. Could you please tell us about your
family - vour mother, yourself, and your siblings.

Thank you for taking the time to ask me about my father and my family. Till my
father started getting interested in Tamil politics, we were a typical family of that
period. He was busy making his way in the legal profession. while my mother
was busy with the home and the children. We are a family of five: one girl and
four boys, and | am the eldest in the family. We kept our mother busy.

What was your mother’s reaction and/or affiliations to the political party yvour
father founded. What part did she play in his political activities and achievements
which spanned a period of over three decades?

When my father started considering going into politics, there was a great deal of
discussion around the dinner table. That was where all our family discussions
took place, and it was the only time my father was available for conversation. My
mother, of course, voiced her worries and concerns, but once my father had made
up his mind, she supported him wholeheartedly. She was intuitive and was able
to warn him and advise him on many an occasion. She discussed all his political
moves with him. But, he always made his own final decisions.

This is nothing personal, but many of us would like to know what our leader’s
children are doing at present, and how they are faring in life. Could you tell us a
bit more about yourself on the academic side.

[ obtained an Economics (Hons) degree at the University of Ceylon. [also have a
Post Graduate Diploma in Librarianship, and A.L.A (London). 1 have worked in
various positions in many different countries, and the last one was as Associate
Head of The Cataloguing Department at the University of New Brunswick. where
my husband was the Chairman of the Department of Political Science. [ have two
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Mrs. Wilson:

Manoharan:;

Mrs. Wilson:

Manoharan:

Mrs. Wilson:

Manoharan:

Dr. Wilson:

Mrs. Wilson:

Manoharan:

Mrs. Wilson:

Dr. Wilson:

Manoharan:

Once my father got involved in politics. he had very little ime for his familv
Except at the dinner table, as [ have mentioned earlier, we hardly saw him. Our
house was open to all. People came and went all the time.

Even after becoming senile and sickly, vour father continued with his political
activities. Didn’t your mother, vou, or your siblings try to prevail upon him to
give up active politics?

We tried. But, he never listened to us. In regards to his political activities. he
was always adamant.

What do you hope the path vour children would take - following the foot- steps
of their grandfather and enter politics, or follow their father’s footsteps and
become academics?

My children are busy building their lives in Canada. While thev are aware of mv
family and its involvement in Tamil politics, they are also removed from it
because thev have been here so long. They are in the legal and medical
professions, and I do not know if they will later in life go into politics as my
father did.

This 1s very personal. and vou may not answer it if vou don’t like. Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru was also a respected leader. He opposed when his daughter
Indra fell in love with Feroz Gandhi and wanted to marry him. Was vour’s an
arranged marriage or a love match. If it was vour own choice. how did vour
father react to it?

(Intervening) We met each other. Spoke with each other. Liked each other And.
decoded to marry.

But, we had the consent of my father.

One last question. This is also a verv personal one. If vou have any resenations.
vou need not answer it. You should also pardon me for asking it in the presence
of your husband. You are the daughter of the most venerated political leader of
Sri Lankan Tamils. At the same time, vou are the wife of a world renowned
political scientist. Do you take more pride in being the daughter of a noble
political leader, or as the wife of an eminent scholar?

eh ...

It is obvious. She asserts more pride in being the daughter of a father who is held
in high esteem by our community.

Thank you for agreeing to our request to take part in this interview. It was a

pleasure and honour having you here as part of our centenary remembrance of’
your father’s birth. Thanks again, and we wish vou and your family all the best
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S.J.V. CHELVANAYAKAM 100TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF

SIJ.V.CHELVANAYAGAM

D.B.S. Jeyaraj

On September 6th 1977, Lalith Athulathmudali then Minister of Trade said in the Sri Lankan
Parlament “Samuel James Velupillai Chelvanayakam was born in Ipoh........... Ipoh is known as the
cleanest City in Malaysia. Perhaps it was in the fitness of things that Mr. Chelvanayakam's life was
marked by a cleanliness unknown in contemporary politics.” Athulathmudali was speaking on the vote
of condolence for SJV Chelvanayakam then. JR Jayewardene who was then Prime Minister also spoke
on the vote of condolence for the FP and later TULF leader. He said */ have not met anyone in my
community or any other community who said that Mr. Chelvanayakam would let you down" These
sentiments were merely endorsing what veteran journalist Mervyn de Silva had written in 1963 *For
all his physical frailities he is known as the uncrowned King of the North. Chelvanayakam's
antagonists will willingly testify to his integrity”.

The above - mentioned comments emerging from the "ranks of Tuscany" are truly rare in the
field of politics. It is very seldom that a politician particularly if he is successful gets praised for
integrity and honesty. But then the recipient of that praise whose Birth Centenary is being
commemorated now was no ordinary man.Leaving the country of his birth at a young age he became
an important political figure in his own Country.Born and bred as a Christian he became the most
prominent leader of the a community where the majority were Hindus.

Childhood

Samuel James Velupillai Chelvanayakam was born 100 years ago in Ipoh Malaysia on 31st
March 1898. His Birth centenary year concluded last March.. Hailing from Thellippalai in Jaffna,
SIV's father Visvanathan Velupillai was a businessman in Malaysia. SJV's mother Harriet Annamma's
maiden name was Kanapathipillai. When Chelvanayakam was four years of age the family with the
exception of his father moved back to Thellippalai so that the children could obtain a good
education.SJV a protestant christian attended Union College Thellippalai,St.John's College Jaffna and
finally St.Thomas's College Mt.Lavinia(located at Mutwal then)Later his first cousin Anandanayagam
became Warden of the same institution. At STC Chelvanayakam was a contemporary of SWRD
Bandaranaike with whom he was to cross swords politically many a time later.

Profession

Chelvanayakam first graduated as an external student of the London University. He got a B Sc.
He then began teaching at St.Thomas's College Mt.Lavinia. Later he moved to Wesley College as a
teacher.This was because Warden Stone of STC doubted the bona fides of SJV when requesting for
leave to attend to his sick brother.He resented the aspersions cast on his integrity. While teaching he
pursued studies in law and soon enrolled himself as an Advocate of the Supreme Court. He confined
himself to Civil matters mainly and built up a lucrative practice. He became a respected civil lawyer
and took silk in due course.

Marriage

In 1927 he married Emily Grace Barr Kumarakulasinghe the daughter of RR Barr
Kumarakulasinghe the "Maniaghar"(Administrative Chief) of Thellippalai. He donned the Tamil
national dress Verti and Salvai at his wedding instead of western attire as was customary of the Elite
then This act was illustrative of his deep and abiding regard for Tamil culture and his ability to
differentiate between the norms imposed on Asian Christianity by Western hegemony and the
authenticity of the cultural milieu that he was born into.

Tamil Culture

Chelvanayakam's love for the Tamil language and Tamil culture was not an artificiality
constructed for political purposes. It was more a deep-seated natural emotion.It must be remembered
that SJV had no desire to enter into politics until the mid - forties whereas his demonstrated affinity
towards Tamil culture was manifested from his very young days.
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Even before entering politics he would always refer to himself as a man from Jaffna. He made it a
point to see that his children in Colombo visited Jaffna during holidays so that they would appreciate
and be aware of Tamil culture. He wore the Verti at home as far as possible. Except on legal or official
business or at mixed social gatherings he always conversed with fellow Tamils in Tamil. Although not a
scholar he was also familiar with ancient Tamil literature. Chelvanayakam was also extremely
appreciative of Carnatic music and Bharatha Natyam.

Christianity

What is remarkable about this affinity for Tamil culture on the part of Chelvanayakam was his
equally committed conviction and adherence to his Christian beliefs and faith.He was a practising
member of the Church of South India Jaffna Diocese. In Colombo he attended the Anglican Church
‘but after the CSI opened a Tamil Church in Wellawatte, opted to worship at that Church more.His
Christianity inspired his political mission.

Although his Christian names were Samuel and James the Biblical figure that had great impact on
him was Moses. Chelva saw himself as some kind of latter-day Moses whose mission was to deliver his
persecuted people from political slavery into the promised land of milk and honey. In fact at
Chelvanayakam's memorial service at the CSI Church in Wellawatte Bishop DJ Ambalavanar delivered
a moving Eulogical sermon under the text"Let my People Go". The Biblical verses invoked were from
the Old Testament pertaining to Moses,Pharaoh and the Israelites in Egypt.

Chelvanayakam's political colleagues have noted that at times of doubt and indecision about
certain political issues Chelva would retire quietly for meditation and prayer. This strengthened his will
and reinforced his resolve. Once he arrived at a decision after prayer he would stick to it firmly and
would not yield to any compromise thereafter.

Hindu Ethos

Despite this Christian Conviction he had also absorbed much of the Hindu ethos having grown up
in a predominantly Saivite environment. Also many of his close relatives were Hindus.His attachment
to Tamil culture also nurtured an affinity towards the Hindu Ethos. This enabled him to claim to
those near and dear to him that he was a Christian by religion and a Hindu by cuiture.

Again it must be emphasised that this was not an affected position caused by political expediency.
SJV Chelvanayakam's Parliamentary constituency Kankesanthurai as well as the Sri Lankan Tamil
people in their entirety were pre-dominantly Hindu.Although Chelvanayakam had an empathy
towards his fellow Hindu Tamils it was not something cooked up to cultivate political support. This
was something inculcated in him long before even thinking of embarking on a political career.

Uncompromising

The reality was that he never compromised on his religious principles for political gain. His "
Christianity” was used against him by political opponents time and again. His Tamil political rivals
raised the religious cry overtly and covertly many times on both electoral and national levels. He was
portrayed as the Christian "outsider" trying to usurp rightful Hindu leadership.In 1952 it was stridently
harped upon when the Federal party founded in 1949 first faced the hustings at a general election.His
rival then was Suppiapillai Nadesan, Principal of Parameshwara and son in law of Sir.P.Ramanathan.
After 1956 no Tamil politician of any standing dared to raise the anti-Christian cry against him
openly but covert whisper campaigns were afoot.

Sundaralingam

The only exception in an opponent raising the religious cry against him, was Prof
C.Sunderalingam during the elections of 1970.Sunderalingam had spearheaded the anti-temple entry
movement at the historic Maviddapuram Kandaswamy temple in 1968. His role had gained him the

support of many caste conscious upper caste Hindus of the area which fell under the Kankesanthurai
electorate.

SJV and the Federal party had generally kept aloof of the controversy but had extended moral
support to those so-called low caste Tamils demanding the right of entry into the temple.
Sunderalingam hoped to cash in on the resentment in conservative Tamil circles over
Chelvanayakam's non- involvement in the issue despite being the MP. So he whipped up a nakedly
anti- Christian campaign against Chelvanayakam. An aggressive aspect of that campaign was
Sunderalingam driving up to any group of bystanders in the clectorate and exhibiting a silver "VEL"(a
javelin like weapon in the hands of Lord Muruga) and a wooden cross. He would hold them aloft and



ask loudly "Vela?Siluvaia?" meaning do you want the Vel(Hindu)or Cross(Christian) The
overwhelmingly Hindu voters of KKS rejected Sundaralingam and elected Chelvanayakam that year in
a fitting reply to the "Adankaath Thamilan"s query.

Kankesanthurai ‘

Chelvanayakam held the Kankesanthurai constituency from 1947 to 1977 with two breaks in
between. The first was from 1952 to 1956 when he lost to S.Natesapillai of the UNP. The second was
from 1972 October to Feb 1975 when he resigned his seat and challenged Mrs.Bandaranaike's
government to hold a by-election as a means of testing whether the Tamil people accepted the 1972
constitution or not. After postponing the elections for a long time the Government held it finally in
1975 where the Kankesanthurai voters re-elected Chelvanayakam with a thumping majority of more
than 16,000 votes.

Chelvanayakam's only electoral defeat was in 1952.The Federal Party had just emerged and the
Tamil voters were not that enamoured of it's policies then. GG Ponnambalam a minister in the UNP
government was still the dominant figure in Tamil politics.Chelvanayakam as the leader of the
fledgeling party was constrained to campaign more in other electorates where the party fielded
candidates than in his own. Moreover it was an open secret that Natesapillai if elected was certain to
become a UNP Minister. These were all reasons in favour of Natesapillai(son-in-law of Sir P
Ramanathan) being elected. In addition to this the religious card was also used against Chelvanayakam
publicly and privately.

Integrity . _

During the campaign all Federal Party candidates went to the Nallur Kandaswamy temple for a
special pooja. SJV also went and waited bare-bodied with respectfully folded hands. Former Kayts MP
V.Navaratnam wanted Chelvanayakam to be photographed as accepting the "Kalanchi" a sign of
Hindu religious adherence. This was a bid to diffuse anti-Christian tensions in the electorate and
portray Chelvanayakam as a man who observed Hindu rituals despite being a Christian.
Chelvanayakam refused saying that while he respected the Hindu religion he would not stoop to
pretensions of worship. He would lose the election rather than winning through such a ruse he said.So
lose he did.

Victorious

Yet the same man whose religion proved a handicap in 1952 went on to win six more elections in
KKS continuously in 1956,1960 Mar,1960 Jul,1965,1970 and 1975. This he did without
compromising on his religious principles or resorting to religious charades.There were also efforts
made to undermine the Federal Party credibility by political rivals who raised the Christian bogey
questioning Chelva's right to lead the Hindu majority Tamils.Chelvanayakam's able "Hindu"
lieutnenants countered this type of propaganda effectively.

Chelvanayakam's spate of victories in Kankesanthurai(83% Hindu 16% Christian) were all the
more remarkable from another point of view too. Chelvanayakam was not the conventional MP
attending to the day to day needs of the people. He concentrated more on the overall problems of the
Tamil people.Later deteriorating health kept him away from the electorate too. Despite all this the
KKS Voters continued to elect him. Former Senator and Ex-Chairman of the Jaffna DDC S.Nadaraja
was of yeoman service and more or less functioned as the unofficial MP for Kankesanthurai.

Tolerance

The Federal Party continued to be the dominant political force among the Tamils notwithstanding
Chelvanayakam's religion. Subtle attempts however continued. One was the Tamil Congress demand
for a Hindu University in Jaffna as opposed to the FP demand for a Tamil University in Trincomalee.
This was a blatant move aimed at embarrassing the FP and Chelvanayakam on religious and regional
lines. It was also a manouevre calculated to appeal to the Hindu Jaffna voter.

Even as Tamil political rivals attempted to undermine or replace Chelvanayakam's leadership
certain Sinhala sections also sought to question his leadership credentials. They attempted to discredit
him on the grounds that he a christian was not the proper representative for the Hindu majority
Tamils.Yet Chelvanayakam was sure of his ground as he had been elected continuously without having
to compromise on religion. These victories were also a tribute to the basically secularist attitudes of the
Tamil people and the essence of tolerance prevalent in the Hindu religion.

A case in point was the reply proffered to a letter written by the Ven.Hewanpola Ratnasara Thero
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in the "Ceylon Daily News" of 3 oct 1970. Chelvanayakam wrote "You referred to my religion as
Christian and therefore I had little in common with Tamils who were mainly Hindus by religion. It
stands to the credit of the Hindu people that they have not forced me or other Christians to change
our faith before we lead them'This was an obvious reference to the "Donoughmore
Buddhists"phenomenon when some Sinhala Christians became Buddhists to improve their electoral
chances after universal franchise was introduced under the Donoughmore Constitution. There was
some communication on these lines between Chelvanayakam and the Government in the 1960-65
period too

Revival

It should be noted that the anti-colonialist nationalist revivals of the Sinhala and Tamil people had
certain similiarities and differences. A moot point was that of religion. Revivalism initiated by
Anagarika Dharmapala and Arumuga Navalar was religion oriented and revolved around the Buddhist
and Hindu religions respectively. The continuation of this revivalist process in the post Independence
period however saw a major difference.Sinhala political discourse continued in the same vein with
Sinhala Buddhist nationalism becoming the dominant ideology among the Sinhala people.

In the case of the Tamil people who saw themselves as the victims of Sinhala Buddhist nationalism
the reaction was different. Their response was basically linguistical and not religious. When Tamil

nationalism arose in defiance of Sinhala nationalism it became more secular.It was not a Tamil Hindu
nationalism.

Secularism

There are many reasons for this but Two significant causes contributing to this were SJV
Chelvanayakam and Rev Fr Thaninayakam the Tamil Catholic Scholar.  Father Thaninayakam
spearheaded a Tamil cultural revival by promoting a world wide interest in Tamil studies. This made
the Tamil proud of his or her glorious heritage. Chelvanayakam led the Tamil political movement
against the imposition of Sinhala. His presence as the great helmsman of the Tamil ship saw him
charter a course of secular Tamil nationalism centered around language. The assertion of linguistic
nationalism was successful enough not only to embrace Tamil Hindus and Christians but also include
the Muslims too at a particular period under the concept of "Tamil Speaking People".

Reluctance

The man who advocated Tamil rights with a missionary zeal was not one who engaged himself in
politics willingly. Chelvanayakam's ambition was to mount the Supreme Court Bench.Circumstances
beyond his control or in his view God's plan for him led him to politics.Later an opportunity arose
where becoming a Supreme Court Judge was very possible. This was when DS Senanayake sensing
that Chelvanayakam was going to be uncompromising in his political position sought to remove an
obstacle through the offer of Judicial office.Overtures were made through two emissaries.
Chelvanayakam sensing the motive behind the offer turned it down thereby turning his back on his
lifelong ambition in order to pursue a lofty but cumbersome political ideal.

Interest

During the tumultous Donoughmore era Chelvanayakam while observing political developments
keenly kept himself aloof of Tamil politics. He first showed an open interest in politics in the forties
when he accosted GG Ponnambalam at the Colombo Law Library and voluntarily affixed his signature
to a memorandum being sent to Whitehall on the Tamil question. Thereafter Chelvanayakam began
involving himself more closely with Tamil Political affairs and became active in the Tamil Congress.
Sivasubramaniam the father of former Kopay MP Kathiravetpillai was instrumental in persuading him
to enter active politics. Chelvanayakam was part of the delegation led by GG Ponnambalam that made
representations to the Soulbury Commission.

Deputy

Soon Chelvanayakam began immersing himself in Tamil Congress activities and by 1946 was
considered the"vice-captain" of Ponnambalam. Jane Russell describes this development in her book
"Communal politics under the DonoughmoreConstitution"in the following manner-

"The emergence of SJV Chelvanayakam, a christian and a Colombo Lawyer as Ponnambalam's
second-in-command was significant. Unlike Ponnambalam who was concerned largely in satisfying
his personal ambitions for power Chelvanayakam was seriously concerned with the political effect of
the Sinhala Buddhist cultural resurgence on the future of the Ceylon tamils. Chelvanayakam was a
thoughtful man;as a politician he displayed the integrity which Ponnambalam lacked. His Tamil
communalism was not the froth of an opportunist but a deeply-felt and considered judgement backed
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by an appreciation of Tamil culture which amounted to blind loyalty. Chelvanayakam's attachment to
the Ceylon Tamil culture came much closer 1o a true Tamil nationalism and his gloomy views and
oracular attitude proclaimed him the heir to the aged Ponnambalam Arunachalam who had turned in
his bitterness from the ideal of a united Lanka to the concept of a Tamilnad or Pan-Tamilian state in
his solstitial years. Although SJV.Chelvanayakam did not present a differentiated policy to that of
GG.Ponnambalam in 1947,his political approach augered a radical change in the tone and
demeanour of Ceylon Tamil politics in the post-Independence period"

Breakaway

In 1947 the Tamil Congress contested elections to Parliament and won seven seats,
Chelvanayakam himself contested and won Kankesanthurai polling 12,126. He defeated both
Nagalingam of the LSSP and Natesapillai of the UNP. Soon political differences began erupting
between Ponnambalam and Chelvanayakam over the future course of the Tamil Congress.Even after
Ponnambalam became a minister and voted with the government on Citizenship issues Chelvanayakam
did not break away immediately. Instead he dilly-dallied as to whether he should remain within Tamil
Congress ranks and fight it out with Ponnambalam or whether he should form a new political party.
Finally he broke away with Kopay MP Vanniyasingham and Senator EMV Naganathan. The Federal
Party or Ilankai Thamil Arasu Katchi in Tamil was launched in 1949 December.

Federal Party

Chelvanayakam and his party ushered in an Ideological shift in Tamil politics. He formulated
Tamil nationalism on linguistic lines and channelled that into a clearly demarcated territory thereby
providing a territorial dimension. The Northern and Eastern Provinces were the traditional homelands
of the Tamil speaking people. These provinces would form an autonomous Tamil State(Thamil
Arasu). This state would come into a federal arrangement with the residual Sinhala state and remain
within a Ceylonese union. The party sought equality of status for both the Sinhala and Tamil
languages. This demand was not for the Ceylon tamils alone but for all Tamil speaking people such as
the Muslims and The UP-Country Tamils. The party was also against the demographic structure of the
Tamil Traditional homeland being altered through Sinhala colonisation.

Fledgeling

In 1952 the fledgeling party did not fare well and won only two seats Vanniasingham in Kopay
and Rajavarothayam in Trincomalee. another FP backed independent won in Batticaloa and crossed
over to the UNP the folowing day. CHelvanayakam as mentioned before lost too. SJV's views on the
dangers facing the Tamil people did not find a responsive chord in the community then. But as
Sinhala Buddhist Nationalists began gaining ground in the South a corresponding Tamil nationalism
too gathered momentum in the Tamil areas. Soon the increasingly alarmed Tamil People began to
look upon Chelvanayakam as a prophet who predicted this impending doom and felt that he was the
saviour who could lead them at this critical juncture. The meek and mild Chelvanayakam was
becoming the single-most popular mass figure in Tamil Politics

Non-violence

1956 was the watershed! SWRD Bandaranaike swept the polls in the South on the Sinhala Only
platform while the Federal Party won six seats in the North and Four in the East. The Federal Party
under Chelvanayakam began a new culture of political protest. This was "Non-violent agitation "
modelled on Gandhian Philosophy. The first major demonstration was the Satyagraha launched on
Galle Face Green when Parliament was debating the Official Language Act. Thugs and hoodlums
backed by politicians in power set upon the Satyagrahis and mercilessly assaulted them while the
police watched with their "hands Tied". Chelvanayakam's son himself was assaulted in front of the
Father while SJV sat unflinching. The Tamil poet Kasi Anandan immortalised that episode through a

poignant poem (Poyyillai....)

Other non-violent activities such as protest marches, black flag demonstrations, hartals,
boycotts.letter writing campaignns,non compliance of administrative regulations.tar brush campaigns
Satyagrahas etc were continuously launched along with political mass meetings,processions,rallies and
Conventions.

Venerated

All these activities made the Tamil People a highly politicised community. Chelvanayakam was
now described as "Thanthai Chelva" and "Eelathu Gandhi" by his followers."Thanthai" came from the
Dravidian movement where the father of the Dravidian movement EV Ramaswamy Naicker was called
"Thanthai" Periyar."Eelathu Gandhi" or the Gandhi of Eelam was from the Indian Congress culture.
Most Party followers referred to him as "Periyavar".Chelvanayakam had now acquired cult status and
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was almost a "Venerated" figure.

Satyagraha _

Among the agitations conducted by the Federal party the most notable ones were the ant1-Sri tar
brush campaign and the mass Satyagraha of 1961. Chelvanayakam himself was jailed in Batticaloa in
1958 over the tar brush campaign . In 1961 the Northern and Eastern Provinces were administratively
paralysed when Tamil Satyagrahis campaigned opposite Govt Buildings. The Campaign reached it's
climax when a separate postal service was set up and a Stamp issued. Finally the Army was called
in,Curfew imposed and Tamil leaders including Chelvanayakam detained and placed under house
arrest. Chelvanayakam along with FP leaders had been detained in 1958 too.

Strategy

Chelvanayakam's strategy when dealing with the Governments in power had been that of agitation
cum negotiation. In fairness to the Federal Party it had despite it's rhetoric and non-violent campaigns
been more than willing to talk to the governments in power and arrive at a political settlement. In
order to achieve political accommodation Chelvanayakam and the FP compromised to a great extent
on their original positions. For instance they were amenable to regional councils and district councils
instead of a formal federal set-up. They were ready to settle for special provisions regarding the use of
the Tamil Language instead of rigid Official Language Status.

Agreements

Yet, sadly agreements entered into with two Prime Ministers were honoured in the breach in the
face of mounting Sinhala extremist pressure. The Bandaranaike- Chelvanayakam pact of 1957 as well
as the Senanayake-Chelvanayakam pact of 1965 if implemented may have resolved the Tamil
problem long before it assumed such violent proportions. Likewise if Tamil grievances had been
redressed when articulated in non-violent form through leaders such as Chelvanayakam armed
violence need not have emerged among Tamil Y ouths.

Success

In spite of Chelvanayakam's apparent failure to resolve the Tamil problem through negotiations
the Tamil People did not consider it his fault. The Tamil People perceived it as the fault of Sinhala
leaders who had betrayed Chelvanayakam and by extension therefore the Tamils. Thus
Chelvanayakam and the Federal Party could continue to win the bulk of Tamil Parliamentary seats. 10
in 1956,15 in 1960 Mar,16 in 1960 July,14 in 1965,13 in 1970.

The FP always justified the contesting of Parliametary seats on the grounds that Parliament was
the supreme forum to articulate Tamil grievances. It also stated that Tamil Unity was essential to
prevent divide and rule tactics by the enemy. More importantly it stated that Tamil MP's by forming a
bloc would hold the balance of power in a keenly contested Parliament. It could therefore bargain
from a position of strength.

Tactics

These tactics succeeded to some extent in the 1960 March and 1965 elections where the
Parliamentary clout of the FP became a crucial factor in the making and unmaking of Governments.
The FP however was politically impotent when governments in power had strong majorities. The

Federal Party itself reached the zenith of it's Agitation cum Negotiation strategy in 1961 and in
1965-1968.

In 1961 the Satyagraha which paralysed the North-East had demonstrated clearly the depth of
feeling in the Tamil community over their legitimate grievances and the wide-spread support for the
Federal Party. Yet the response was not political accommodation but the use of force to crush a
democratic non-violent movement.

If 1961 was the high watermark of the FP"'S agitation strategy the negotiation strategy reached
it's peak in 1965. In 1965 the FP became a constituent partner of the National Government under
Dudley Senanayake. An FP nominee Senator M.Tiruchelvam became the Minister of Local
Government in the cabinet. The expectation was that some form of de-centralisation would be
implemented through the District Councils.

Exhausted

In that sense the FP had exhausted it's strategical options by 1970 and when in that election the
Sinhala electorate polarised heavily in favour of the UF government the possibility of bargaining
within parliament too was removed. SJV expressed his frustiation when he said in a statement that only
"God could save the Tamils now". Measures like Standardisation.the new constitution etc only
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aggravated the sense of alienation felt by the Tamils. The Political path pursued by Chelvanayakam no
longer seemed relevant or worth emulating. Chelvanayakam's health too began deteriorating.(He
suffered from Parkinson's disease) He still remained the Supreme leader but Tamil political thought
was moving rapidly in a different direction. The new "Manthras" were Thamil Eelam the separate state
and Ayutha porattam or armed struggle. A helpless SJV too seemed caught up in the rising tide.

Militancy

At a protest march led by SJV the police banned it from proceeding further.Chelvanayakam
directed his followers to sit down on the road itself and commence Satyagraha. Many obeyed him but
a lot of youth refused and wanted to march on and confront the Police. Amirthalingam had a very
hard time persuading the youths to sit calmly and finally they obliged for some time. Soon many
youths broke out from the Satyagraha and began staging an unauthorised procession in many streets
of Jaffna. They were ready to confront the Police but the police "ignored"them. That incident was
symptomatic of the growing Youth rebellion and the increasing irrelevance of the old guard.

Twilight

Chelvanayakam's greatest electoral achievement occurred in the twilight of his life. He resigned
his KKS constituency in 1972 Oct and challenged the Govt to an election on the question of the Tamil
People accepting or rejecting the new constitution. After considerable delay the by-election was finally
held on 6th Feb 1975. Chelvanayakam obtained an unprecedented 25,927 defeating V Ponnambalam
of the Communist party by a majority of 16,470.

TULF Born

In 1971 a loose alliance of Tamil political parties was formed. It was called the Tamil United
Front. In 1976 the TUF renamed itself as the Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF)
Chelvanayakam,POnnambalam and Thondaman were elected as a triumvirate of leaders. The demand
for a separate Tamil State was formally adopted. A new phase had begun in Tamil Politics.

Chelvanayakam too espoused the demand for Tamil Eelam. He said that establishing Tamil
Eelam was a difficult proposition but the Tamils had no choice if they wished to survive as a nation.
He also went on record that only the Tamil youths could through their courage and sacrifice achieve
Eelam and though establishing Eelam was a formidable task there was no alternative for the Tamil
people.”

Thamil Eelam

The proponents of Thamil Eelam and the armed struggle consider these statements as the last will
and testament of Chelvanayakam. They interprete it as proof that The Tamil Gandhi too was for
armed struggle and that Tamil Eelam was his uncompromising position. Three years ago LTTE
spokespersons flabbergasted the public of Jaffna when they told a press conference that they were
only following the footsteps of Chelvanayakam by conducting an armed struggle for Eelam. They
quoted Chelvanayakam in support of their argument.

The question of Chelvanayakam's position on Thamil Eelam and the armed struggle is debatable
and subject to the vagaries of various interpretations. What he would have done in the present context
too remains hypothetical 20 years later. Persons close to him feel that he may have used the Eelam
demand as a bargaining ploy to achieve Federalism and that he would never,ever have extended
support to an armed struggle. Others contend that his conversion to separatism from Federalism was
genuine but would not have endorsed violence because of his convictions. No one however has a
definite monopoly of the truth in this case and the issue is likely to remain a topic of unresolved
academic interest.

Personal

A personal note in this regard: this writer was part of a youth delegation that met Mr.
Chelvanayagam at his Colpetty Residence twice in 1976 to ascertain his views. On both occasions
despite his physical infirmity he was quite firm about his commitment to Thamil Eelam.The first was a
few weeks after the Vaddukkoddai Resolution of May 14th,1976. When asked how we could gain
liberation he replied "Kadichu thinna Elathapadi karaichal kuduppom;Engalai veliye Kaari
thuppividattum"(We'll give trouble so that we cannot be bitten and eaten.Then let us be spat out". The
second was in Dec 1976 when Mrs. Bandaranaike was trying to woo the TULF. One of his comments
amused us greatly."Kilavi kalutharukkap Paarppa.Naan Emaramaatteen.(The old woman will try to
cut our throats. I wont be deceived". What amused us was the fact that Mr. Chelvanayagam 78 years
old was calling Mrs. Bandaranaike 60 years old then an "Old Woman".
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Funeral

SJV Chelvanayakam died twenty years ago on April 27th 1977. He had a bad fall some weeks
before his death and remained in a coma until his demise. His funeral was an exhibition of a genuine
outpouring of collective grief never before seen in Jaffna. The greatest tribute to his memory was
however the landslide victory of the TULF three months later in July. The name Of Chelvanayakam
and his political legacy was evoked to a very great extent in the election campaign.All shades of
political opinion mourned his loss and the views expressed by Jayewardene and Athulathmudali are
but a few indicators

Contrast

This contrasts considerably with the earlier views of Chelvanayagam's Sinhala adversaries about
him. "He is a lean and hungry looking man whom I cannot trust* said DS Senanayake quoting
Shakespeare. SWRD Bandaranaike's comment on Chelvanayakam was "He is surely one of the most
dangerous types of human beings in the world, quite in his own way an idealist, sincere, but having
no idea whatsoever of reality and the practical side of things. Very dangerous people, such people®.

This then was the sad state of affairs that prevailed then, The man who espoused non- violence
and displayed the positive attribute of willingness to settle for something far short of his original
demands was portrayed as untrustworthy and dangerous. No meaningful attempt was made to settle
the problem peacefully with Chelvanayakam then.

Memory

Today the memory of Chelvanayakam has practically faded. The Younger generation thinks that
the struggle began in 1983 and does not even know that this man Chelvanayagam led a non-violent
struggle for Tamil rights for nearly three decades. They do not know that this was a leader who was
revered as an incorruptible,sincere man who would not let the Tamils down. They do not realise that if
Chelvanayakam had not led the struggle in his own manner there would not have been a Tamil
nationalist base for a future armed struggle.

Founder

An observation by the Tamil poet Kasi Anandan sums up SJV Chelvanayagam's political struggle
*Our leader is a shivering old man. Yet the enemies of Tamil shiver more when they see him".
Chelvanayagam was the pioneer of Tamil nationalism in the Island. His greatest achievement was to
keep the flame of Tamil nationalism burning so that a future generation could light up their torches of
liberation with that.SJV Chelvanayagam's name will be enshrined forever in the annals of Tamil
history,as the father of Tamil Nationalism,when the Sri Lankan Tamils reach the promised land as

envisioned by him.

D.B.S. Jeyaraj is a Sri Lankan Tamil Journalist currently based in Canada and
has written extensively on Tamil political affairs.
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CHELYVYA
A UNIQUE PHENOMENON

A. Kumaraguru (Attorney-at-Law)

A man of indomitable will, meticulous honesty, unstinting forbearance, and sharp
astuteness, “Thanthai” Chelva was a unique personality in Lanka’s political scenario. He
commanded the respect of his friends and foes alike. Whenever he rose in Parliament to speak
in his own “slow style,” even those virulent critics of his political ideology would give wav to
him with utmost respect and obeisance.

His far-sightedness has left behind tales of indelible impressions in Sri Lankan polity.
His prophesies were almost always right, although they were realized by his colleagues
belatedly. Decades ago in a moment of disgust and despair, he told his Sinhala colleagues in
Parliament something to the effect, “Now you are resisting federalism bitterly, perhaps in a few
years time you may have to fight separation.” It is needless to say how soon that prophesy was
proved right.

To him extremism of any formation was anathema. An ardent democrat, who abhorred
extremism and believed in racial concord and co-existence, naturally accepted negotiation and
dialogue as his chosen path.

The Banda-Chelva Pact of 1957 and the Dudley-Chelva Pact of 1965 are ample
testimony of his political adroitness and his strong conviction that differences have to be ironed
out through “give and take” methods of rapport. His magnanimity and flexibility were, perhaps.
misconstrued as weakness and helplessness. Unscrupulous opportunist politicians torpedoed
those well-meant Pacts to score over their political rivals, giving vent to their chauvinistic
meanness, with the sole intention of capturing political power. Today even a dunderhead in
politics would agree that they were the biggest blunders committed in Sri Lankan political
history.

Chelva thought four decades ago that the panacea for the Island’s political ills was
devolution of power. Today, after so much of bloodshed and loss of lives, the Sinhala political
parties agree that devolution is the only solution to the problem. But they are unable to agree on
the fundamentals of devolution, and continue to quibble with a covetous eye on the political
power. Unfortunately, selfish moneybags and greedy pleasure-seekers are masquerading as
patriots.

In the political group to which Chelva belonged he was fondly referred to as ““Periavar”
(The Great One) both by those in the leadership level and the rank and file with great
endearment. In my association with him for over a decade and a half, 1 had no occasion to
experience asperity, hatred or animosity generated by him even in most trying circumstances.
He was cool, collected and coherent in his thoughts and deeds, although he was enduring
pathetically the pangs of dotage and Parkinson’s disease. Even the most garrulous ones in our
midst were given a patient hearing with a childlike smile; and none would annoy or irritate him
however absurd or irrelevant he may be, while conversing,

Periavar’s realization that Sinhala domination of state power was going to be a
continuous threat to the Tamils surfaced when the 1 Parliament under the Soulbury Constitution
enacted laws to deprive half a million Tamil plantation workers of their citizenship and franchise
rights.

Federalism is the accepted norm the world knows for the healthy co-existence of diverse
ethnic groups. It is the only conceivable modus vivendi to resolve the majority-minority conflict.
The federal concept propounded by Chelva was not seen in its correct perspective by the Sinhala
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politicians. They saw in it an extreme political motivation intended to destroy the infrastructure
of Sinhala domination. Still a considerable section of the Sinhala nation and the Buddhist clergy
are opposed to devolution of power as a solution to the ethnic problems of this country. Ascetics
and renunciates, who should be confined to monasteries and temples, indulging in political
bickering is a peculiarity tolerated by the Theravada Buddhism of Sri Lanka.

As the leader of the Federal Party, Chelva appealed to the Tamil people in 1956 not to
support the Separatist demand of Mr. C. Suntharalingam. He categorically declared that a
bifurcation of the country would be ruinous to the Tamil nation. By an irony of fate 20 years
later, he yielded helplessly to the separationist cry in utter disgust of the intransigence born of
Sinhala chauvinism.

In 1976, the famous ‘Vaddukoddai Resolution’ was passed by the TUF (which became
TULF thenceforth) with mixed feelings of anger, disgust and despair. Discriminations
perpetrated, time and again, by the legislative and executive processes of the Government proved
that majoritarian democracy will be a total failure where the majority practices chauvinism and
religious bigotry.

Periavar might have thought that it was a hasty decision, but he never uttered a word
against the resolution. He was silently thinking that unless we were in a position to defy
Government’s authority within our traditional homeland with the backing of a foreign power, the
idea of separation will be a fiasco. He feared that the Tamil race will be plunged into warfare
and bloodshed.

Nevertheless, he toed the majority line’s decision, perhaps, because he thought
‘Vaddukoddai Resolution’ would carry a “message” to the Sinhala extremists in the South. But,
to his dismay, this warning made Sinhala chauvinism more contagious and more rampant.

Subsequent developments where TULF was lured by the “Old Fox” into a complaisance
that active participation in parliamentary democracy would yield positive results in the matter of
racial conciliation led the Tamil freedom movement astray. The acceptance of the office of the
Leader of Opposition, though done with good intentions, had the unforeseen effect on the
leadership losing the confidence of the youth and incurring their distrust and animosity.

Periavar said in public platforms that “self-rule” of the Tamils may not be achievable
during his life-time; but it will become a reality during the life-time of Mr. Amirthalingam. He
reposed great confidence in the indefatigable vigour and unflinching courage of Amir, the ill-
fated leader whose memories induce tears in our eyes.

Two incidents are vivid in my mind to remind me of Amir’s astounding courage. On the
4™ of February, 1974 (or 1975), when twenty policemen jumped out of their van and pulled the
triggers threatening to shoot some youths (at the entrance to the party office), Amir rushed
forward, snapped his shirt buttons, showed his bare chest and shouted, “Shoot, we are not
afraid.” The policemen withdrew on the persuasion of Mr. Kathiravetpillai, M.P. On another
occasion at Karadipokku near Paranthan, after a black-flag demonstration, when the youths were
attacked by a policeman with the butt of his gun, Amir pursued him, wrestled with him, and
prevented further attack, when Mr. Sivasithamparam and 1 were helplessly looking on. He is an
irreparable loss to the Tamil nation.
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Some Reflections on the Life and Times of S.J.V. Chelvanayakam
(100" Birth Anniversary Commemoration)
Extracts of a speech made on 31 March 1997 in Colombo

Santasilan Kadirgamar
Meiji Gakuin University
Tokyo, Japan

My earliest recollections of the revered and much respected leader Samuel James
Velupillai Chelvanaykam go back to 1947 It was that historic. glorious and
memorable day in world history, August 15, 1947 - when India became free The
occasion was the opening ceremonies of an exhibition and carnival at Union College.
Tellippalai, under the principalship of Mr. | P.Thurairatnam. Mr Chelvanaykam
unfurled the tri-coloured flag of Independent India and delivered a short speech He
was at that time in the midst of the election campaign and was a candidate for the
KKS seat which he won with a comfortable majority a few days later, launching a long.
eventful and in some respects a controversial political career which is now history.
Nevertheless, so far as this country is concerned, an unfinished history

Several years later, when my family lived at Tellippalai, where my father was pastor of
the CSI Church (the members of the Chelvanayakam family were members. of this
church), | had the priviege of being one of the volunteers working for Mr.
Chelvanayakam. We were then students in the university entrance classes at Jaffna
College. As students of government and politics, we had read and studied federalism
One of the popular books then was a text book written by A. Jeyaratnam Wilson. then
a young, bright and upcoming Assistant Lecturer in the University of Ceylon. Among
the 40 students in the HSC hostel at Jaffna College, only two of us (V.Kanapathipillai -
presently Dr. V.Kanapathipillai of the Dept. of History, Peredeniya University and 1)
were supporters of the FP. We were both from Tellippalai and worked for the FP. We
lost, and when we returned to the hostel, the rest of the students welcomed us with a
big hoot. They were mostly students in the science classes, were totally ignorant of
the ABC of politics and were under the misconception that federalism was a division
of the country and would adversely affect their prospects of employment in the rest of
Ceylon. Many of them today are abroad and are passionate Tamil nationalists - rather
latecomers to the world of politics. These then are some of the irocnies of
contemporary history!

Later, | had the privilege of interacting closely with several members of the FP/TULF
from the 1950s. As a student of Jaffna College | came to know Mr. Amirthalingam and
continued to have a personal relationship right until his sad demise. | learnt Tamil
politics in diligently listening to his speeches when he was the star attraction at the
1952 election meetings. He was not only an eloguent speaker in English and Tamil.
but was also an outstanding debater with a thorough grasp of the facts and issues. |
must confess at this juncture that | was a political opponent of Mr. Amirthalingam and
the FP in the Vaddukoddai electorate in the 1960 March/July and the 1965 elections -
being an active supporter of the left movement, the LSSP and CP at that time. This
change occurred during my period in the University of Ceylon. Mr. Amirthalingam of
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course won these three elections with ease. | may add that when | finally decided to
vote for him in the 1970 election he lost his seat, placing me always on the losing
side! On one occasion in 1970, | asked him whether he had made any serious
mistake in his political career. He admitted that in 1957 much against the advice of his
respected leader(Mr. Chelvanayakam) he decided to erase the Sinhalese ‘Sri’ on the
number plates of the buses that had been sent to Jaffna, replacing them with the
Tamil ‘Sri’. This, as is well known, created further anti-Tamil tension in the country.
Every delegation | took to him came back impressed with his political acumen and
openness. The SCM delegation composed of Sinhalese Christian and Buddhist
students that called on him after the 1977 riots came back utterly impressed with his
life style, the hospitality of his home and his intellectual flair. These students
confessed to me that in their own electorates in the South they dare not step into an
MP’s house and raise the kind of question they raised and have the kind of frank
discussion they had with him, in spite of the fact that he was at that time Leader of the
Opposition. One meeting with him was enough to dispel the negative image that had
been tenaciously cultivated by the vicious campaign that had been carried out against
him by extremists in the South. This was true of not only Mr. Amirthalingam but of
several parliamentarians of the FP/TULF - their way of life and easy accessibility. This
quality perhaps was imbibed from their leader.

I intend to focus today on Chelvanayakam’s role as a peace-maker. While he was
firmly committed to the legitimate rights of the Tamil-speaking peoples, he had both
the vision and the commitment to compromise in the larger interests of the whole
country. This approach is clearly evident from his earliest speeches. In fairness to him
and his place in history, in the context of the adverse propaganda carried out against
him, it is but right that we highlight his role as peace-maker. His speeches- choice of
words and expressions - were that of a moderate, statesmanlike, and | believe
consciously drafted to provide space for more compromise. The resolution placed
before and adopted by the first National Convention held in Trincomalee in 1951 is a
good example. The resolution was not worded in belligerent and confrontational
language. On the contrary, the tone is one of moderation and conciliation, reflecting
the values of the vast majority of the people of this country.

The Bandaranaike-Chelvanayakam Pact as it has popularly become known is a
tribute to the vision and statesmanship of these two great leaders. Concise and to the
point it laid the basis for all future negotiations leading to agreements, accords and
proposals. Both Chelvanayakam and Bandaranaike exhibited their extra-ordinary
negotiating skills and a capacity for compromise, in what was and continues to be a
complex and intricate problem. Every subsequent agreement or proposals placed
before the people of this country derive their basic and fundamental principles from
this Pact. These include the Dudley Senanayke - Chelvanaykam Pact of 1965, the
Development Councils Act No. 35 of 1980, Annexure ‘C’ of 1983, the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement of 1987, and the Devolution Proposals now before the country.

The B-C Pact incidentally was one of the shortest among these pacts and

agreements, iess than three pages. It must be said in fairness to both statesmen that
they sincerely desired a solution within the parameters and limitations that their
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politics imposed on them. It is now possible to discern a continuity in the approach of
the Federal Party and the subsequent TULF in consistently sticking to the principles
as enunciated in the B-C Pact. On the other hand one can also discern a similar trend
in the SLFP, now the major partner in the Peoples Alliance under the leadership of
Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunge. One must however admit that the two
governments led by Mrs. Bandaranaike made little or no effort to seek a solution on
the principles laid down by Mr. Bandaranaike . The Dudley-Chelva Pact couched in
different terms sought to establish a framework for a solution. It however fell far short
of the principles enshrined in the B-C Pact. The subsequent UNP leadership ignored
even this limited advance made by their party at great cost to the country. until forced
by powerful forces both internal and external to arrive at the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement of 1987. Four issues figured in the B-C Pact. The Official Language
question and the question of Citizenship for the up-country Tamils have been legally
resolved though on matters of implementation fall far short of the expectations of the
Tamil people. The unresolved issues are those of Regional autonomy and the matter
of land settlement schemes.

In seeking to establish an autonomous unit on a linguistic basis. Chelvanayakam was
focusing on an issue that had relevance in the whole of South Asia. We have seen in
the period after the Trincomalee resolution the map of India redrawn and in 1971 the
birth of Bangladesh. In India the Constituent assembly refused to endorse proposals
for constituting states on a linguistic basis. Nehru was initially opposed to the concept
of linguistic states on the grounds that such a provision would endanger India’'s unity
and integrity. He was forced to revise his position in 1953 when the Telegu-speaking
state of Andhra emerged as the first such state. The Commission Constituted to
Reorganise States in the Indian Federation while reiterating that the Union of India
was the basis of their nationality conceded the criterion of language as the basis for
constituting a state. We would do well to remind ourselves at this juncture that
autonomy is desirable even in the absence of linguistic, religious and cultural
homogeneity. It is increasingly being realised in the contemporary world that there is a
vital need for autonomy to guarantee democratic rights to the vast masses of people.
This is the position taken-up by the left movement and human rights and peoples
movements.

The big question facing us 20 years after the passing away of SJVC is - What now? -
will his aspiration and vision for the people of this country ever be realised. Will we
have Peace with Justice which we can accept with honour and self-respect? Can we
hope this will be realised in the 50" year after decolonisation in Lanka and even as we
celebrate the hundredth birth anniversary of Samuel James Velupillai
Chelvanayakam.
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TEL: (416) 266-3333

-103-




anaTHHIQ Hanohe amars &se e
et amp Qeafwey ‘Ghas’ umeamh
gy BT sEnw Quptiug amsdar Cema
o Bmyefier wrem’ (hid ST aIrens!

HHMBH 6dFsvalx
HIDDESH®H afipn
Foiaym

UTDS B!

A.M 1430
F.M 88.9

MTYHH6V 6JAD BT ®H@HID

LB TLTLBH 6D 3):
ABTamevBud: 751-9077
biBTemevbdbev: 751-8646

-104-




'!

LANY OFFICE

T. JEGATHEESAN

2 _mset sLLU Uipsaeneaei ergieuruienibd

s, SHyndleodHeID bB60NFEn6STHEHS G,
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REAL ESTATE - Purchase, Sale, Mortgage

ES AN OR 6umTiig:e0, alDMeD, L IDTEUID 66U S60

FAMILY LAW - Divorce, Separation

GOBUD OFTLILTE eups & &6 KRl RRLY

BUSINESS - Purchase, Sale, Incorporation

ELE LWLl Qanei(pged, alidLenss

IMMIGRATION - Refugee Matters, Sponsorship, Appeal

94&5] sleusryd, 2 pelenit GFisema, Guwe (Penpui®

POWER OF ATTORNEY - Affidavits, Statutory Declarations, Last Will

EEENEN- LU0 56dws sLsnd, 2_ulled

Beomens, @rdeonhg, wdw Bressls SHuUs
SOSEHESG Coeors JmiLad QUOT SILTElID FLL
susoguemgnal Luind Qubm udey GuDD SO aupssBlehT.

F. G\@easHFed
BARRISTER, SOLICITOR AND NOTARY PUBLIC (ONTARIO)

TEL: OFF- (416) 266-6154  RES: (416) 449-0358
FAX: (416) 266-4677

16 Bimbrok Road 2nd Floor Scarborough, Ontario. M1K 4T7 (Eglinton Ave. E. & Midland)
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3415 DIXIE ROAD, UNIT 1
MISSISSAUGA, ON. L4Y 2B1
TEL: (905) 602-9059
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Scarborough Office

2555 Eglinton Ave. East, Suite 204
Scarborough, ON M1K 5J1
(Eglinton at Midland)

Tel: (416) 265-3456

Mississauga Office

3038 Hurontario St. Suite 203
Mississauga, ON L5B 3BS
(North of Hwy 5 on Hwy 10)
Tel: (905) 306-1100
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2370, MIDLAND ROAD, UNIT #C9

- SCARBOROUGH, ONTARIO M1S 1P8

TEL: (416) 750-1542




GITE06ITS SHEMEVEUSIT [HTLOLD EUTLHS
SUOPTSSTIL UTES HIILGET CUTS
6Thig6T QLOTLASSTIL @ 63TEUNR| FIHSTL
ShiGS SOPGsT 2 65T LS DS

BHHNBH AFeLEUT ATLPT
@63l Hl [HGDL_GILID
GUTIRGSHID

Loufleveurs6oTd @TTERE60 (S, Flwi




QeveuBeu FLBSOUT QLOGTTAFTEL L& 6TIMEUIT
SieV6VEL SIEDHOIL BDIELUEED L_N6V[HS Ul
steosmevullsh QFTELENEVEEN HEMEMBSHIL (LPUWITTDEUIT
[BsUSY QFel6u BTWSWL BHTWW Flemev QUL BLD

Dr. A. Shan Shanmugavadivel

LIT&LIT Ol. F600 dP&6UIDG6RIGD

2466 Eglinton Avenue East, Unit 7
Scarborough, Ont. M1K 5J8

Tel: (416) 266-5161

sUGnuleSmhbg BLbgeuflar Mid Scarborough
Community Centre Exit g ssGésab.

E N Rainbow Villag 5
3 1+ Dental Ofﬂce’l -
o ’ £
- LA
Q Eglinton Ave. 3
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I. FRANCIS XAVIER

Barrister & Solicitor

2401 Eglinton Ave. East, Suite 210

Scarborough, Ontario, Canada M1K 2M5

Tel: (416) 288-8701
Fax: (416) 288-8633
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Dr. Athi. K. Somasundaram

Dental Surgeon
Scarborough Dental Office

2155 Lawrence Ave. East, Suite 10&11
Scarborough, ON. M1R 5G9

Tel: (416) 750-9969
Fax: (416) 750-9856
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P. KAYILASANATHAN

B.A. (CEY) LLB. (CEY)
Barrister & Solicitor

2401 EGLINTON AVENUE EAST, SUITE 302
SCARBOROUGH, ON. M1K 2M5

TEL: (416) 752 - 9561

FAX: (416) 752 - 7262
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M.V. KUMARAN (& Lo1sur)

4673, JANE STREET, # 523
DOWNS VIEW, ONTARIO M3N 2T6

TEL: (416) 65€ - 5995
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DEENAA

VIDEO PRODUCTION

2347 C, EGLINGTON AVENUE EAST,

SCARBOROUGH, ONTARIO M1K 2M5

TEL: (416) 759-3566 / 293-5378
FAX: (416) 759-4085
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LEELAS TRADERS INC.
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Ebony Fine Furniture Ltd

904 A, MARKHAM ROAD
SCARBOROUGH, ONTARIO M1H 2Y2 CANADA

TEL/FAK: (416) 289-9345 -
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@\ ANDY THIRUGHELUAM

(AFsvoMID)

(Sales & Leasing Consultant)

(416) 740-8111 OR
(905) 850-8111

1998 MODELS ARE HERE

MAZDA PROTEGE MPV ALL SPORT MILLENIA
ALL NEW 626 PICK UP TRUCKS MIATA 99

OVER 50 Mazda aunaentsisenen LOL (HLOSV6V
QUALITY Ll&l&ﬂﬂﬂ)@ﬁ Bz emeuwlrest TOYOTA,
USED HONDA, NISSAN GuIrstip 6.TE6UIEISEm6TULD
CARS IN @Cr @)L urremauiil® sWblPed Gud
GonHs eleneouilsd QuHmE Qsmeitenevmid

LOTSTHSS SHeuenewt (penpuiled
sLapsellEsT FTwgllams Quig

| sHaugLal Geonhs eailleneouiled

anseaTd sTULNIS @U@ Qsug)

SrULBILD
BAD CREDIT
NO PROEBIL.IEIVI
AM/FM CD PLAYER, MOST INTERIOR ROOM:I ! WE CAN HELPYOU
ITS CLASS, DUAL AIR BAGS, 14' WHEELS, PWR TOREESTABIASH
STEERING, 60/40 SPLIT SEATS YOUR CREDIT

"One of the best
warranties in the business"”

D T

MARTIN GROVERD
ISILINGTON RD.

" HAS PASSION FOR THE ROAD

7635 MARTIN GROVE ROAD.
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2347 EGLINTON AVENUE EAST,
SCARBOROUGH, ON CANADA MIK 2M5
TEL: (416) 285-7269

FAX: (416) 285-6361
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3419 FIELDGATE DRIVE,
MISSISSAUGA L4X 2J4

TEL: (905) 238-6114
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27, Dundas Street East,
Mississauga, ON. Canada. L5A 1V9
TEL: (905) 273-7997
FAX: (905) 273-7323
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JOHN M. GUOBA

BARRISTER & SOLICITOR, NOTARY PUBLIC

All Legal Matters Specializing in

@ IMMIGRATION
(Including Refugee Claims, Sponsorships & Appeals)
@ CRIMINAL LAW

= REAL ESTATE
< FAMILY LAW
@ MOTOR TRAFFIC ACT

LEGAL AID ACCEPTED

Gyagey - GoHoeiwed - GHwuelwed - GLILLI] NSRS GHTLTUTET 6D EEH6N
Cueai(wenpuihess - alhHEel, aIjHHEs HENELWEIHET UTEIGHD - alnmed
QSwauppied si@uaid Pleopphs FBTagL FLL  6usOENB].

Tel: (416) 923 - 7002
Fax: (416) 923 - 7590

1, St. Clair Avenue East, Suite # 802
Toronto, Ontario MAT 2V7

@miGeien SO SlviatsopLal HPed Cudl
Cremaumsementt GQuUDHMIG GBHTETEMEONLD
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HTBH1 FHyai

Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public (Ontario)

- Lh_‘“‘,a ot

irFamily Law
izCriminal Law

r="Real Estate & Commercial Law
izPower of Attorney
wwlmmigration Law

i@, snewfll auTHsEs U LI BU
SSHSOLLSFTD LTS 560 T
GeugeyF FLLLD By

—LAW OFFICE=
NATHAN SRITHARAN

Barrister, Solicitor & Notary Public (Ontario)

LEGAL AID CERTIFICATE ACCEPTED

Tel: (416) 499-2760 - Fax: (416) 499-6534

2190 Warden Ave., #208 Scarborough, Ontario M1V 1T6
(Warden & Sheppard)
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BREAD

TOP BREAD uewiLEisemen
seev U argze Bleameownsefleld QubmEs Qsmsitsmeomd

3251 KENNEDY ROAD, UNIT #3,
' SCARBOROUGH, ON
TEL: (416) 298-1561

aHApHiEGL Qeusitend Gured £_suens QUITEIEGLD
STHPREGL Fens eaeveumd SO LTSS

BTOD (Peowdss Gured U Qsflés
GzmhpieuGrm FHengs QssLaur ST KBS

J.A.P. PLUMBING &
BASEMENT

(905) 629-0289
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1481 GERRARD STREET EAST
TORONTO, ONTARIO M41 2A1

TEL: (416) 465-9716
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2529 PHARMACY AVENUE, SCARBOROUGH
(Finch & Pharmacy)

TEL/FRX: (416] 492-1973
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Happy Learners
Drivers Training School

Viathan

Tel: (416) 498-9336

2541 Pharmacy Avenue (416) 490-7703

Scarborough, Ont Fax: (416) 490-6461
Cell: 518-4483
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FAST ROADWAY AUTO INc

140 MIDWEST RD, UNIT 25& 26,
SCARBOROUGH, ONT. M1P 3B3

TEL: (416) 799-9191 FANX: (416] 795-0990
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SAMY & SONS

SFmdl Sial Faarau

1884 B KENNEDY ROAD Cail:

(at Ellesmere) Nada or Suntha
Scarborough, Ontario TEL: (416) 298-1598
M1P 2L8 FAX: (416) 298-2849
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SHpsfld oiplel Spes
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& Daily Needs

Convenience & Grocery

oY vz TEL: (416) 490-T703

(Finch & Pharmacy)
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3415 UNIT A, DIXIE ROAD
MISSISSAUGA, ON. L4Y 3X4
(High Point Mall)

TEL:(905) 206-1882
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SRI SAKTHY
Jewellery

S ecia/izin jine Cu.’»[om Wac[e ewe//er ancl /Qe airs
P g y P

Siva Ramiah Pather

2525 PHARMACY AVENUE
SCARBOROUGH, ON M1W 2K2
TEL: (416) 499-4070
FAX: (416) 499-6945
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A

MS STUDIOS

Professional Photographers
& videographers

KATHIR SUBRAMANIAM, B.Sc. (Eng)

President

2425 Eglinton Avenue East, Unit #3
Scarborough, Ontario M1K 5G8

Bus: (k16) 250-8118
Res: (£k16) 285-9427
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SANKAR INTERNATIONAL

® Importers ® Wholesalers ® Retailers

2425 Eglinton Ave. East, Unit 6
Scarborough, Ontario M1K 568

TEL: (416) 759-5100

(416) 759-4916
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T, A
The Indian Wedding Specialists

> Princess Plaza
’ 1668 Victoria Park Ave.
i North York, ON.
Canada L3R 6M7
(416) 288-1419

Northtown Plaza
3059 Sheridan Dr.
Amherst, N.Y. 1426,
U.S.A
(716) 838-0844
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TEXTILES & FANCY

1660 Victoria Park Ave. Tel: (416) 285-9412
Scarborough, ON. Fax: (416) 285-0896
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1453 GERRARD STREET EAST
TORONTO, ONTARIO
TEL: (416) 778-7455

FAX: (416)0 778-8484
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T B LeveuTeTT YiFsEEemevullsd MG, SHEMEDL, HoufFs

SPECIALIZING IN
1-4 COLOUR
QUALITY PRINTING

i

Tel.:

(416) 264-2715, 269-1994, 6ﬁ‘(86118$ﬂ' 91333"5@

Fax: 60 BARBADOS BLVD. # 6, SCARBOROUGH
(416) 269-2135, 264-5595 (ON EGLINTON AVENUE BETWEEN McCOWAN & DANFORTH)

Wedding Cards, Rich Cake Boxes, Memory Cards - B

LIsULISVAUIQEURIEETTED, LiIVEUTeRT DIFS Beuemnevssit le@wm
(4Colour Printing) DIFsSEISEDHEE CLTHS clenevulied Siempuig e,
QsuIG CEr@EHaTGDTL. LFSHTLIQW DTRICSDHD . : :
BaEwpsf Bred, Magazine, Flyers ohid FaevefigLomeo anuessr.r, ) 8?55
Colour Geusmevsenen Lil&&@enDHES chlensoulled QuLIg&eT,
SiFsLLAINGFIE QareTausmE@ HTERIESIT. MN&Ca &G 6M
6TRISB6TTS| 6760)60TWL B&F6v1 61U 61T QWOSE QLT
Numbering, Die Cutting, Scoring, Labels, NCR, 19X25 Posters QFUILIUT S EHEE
Full Colour Designing, Colour Separation, SiflefiGsL t
1-4 Colour Printing B\P161| & (ETHL 68T :
srapHhEh Erss StEHh GRED SimeuwsEseeauiesmns. Beveus l
901 @Lhev priisemGes Qsig SGAHGOMD. @) om ToTLIL|EB & (ETHLD
s . o~ & & S\ (m LevTm et
- SHANKAR PRINT _ JI

(PriNTING Division OF BaBa PUBLICATIONS INC.)

Eglinton Ave
. FRIBT @wwmm EREE
saufFAOG DEFHSH CHMEOUBET B6eNE6TISHE0SWLD
Wisd Qe BTErIEsT
60 BARBADOS BLVD. # 6, SCARBOROUGH
(ON EGLINTON AVENUE BETWEEN McCOWAN & DANFORTH)

Tel.: (416) 264-2715, 269-1994, Fax: (416) 269-2135, 264-5595

Rd

Brimley Rd
Danforth Rd
3>z

—Markham Rd

60 Barbados Bivd.
McCowan
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Mea Tim

24 HOURS COFFE, TEA & DONUTS

Tea [ime co all the time!

HUMBERVIEW PLAZA
(Kipling & Steeles)
5010 STEELES AVENUE WEST
TEL: 416-745-0514

JANE & FINCH MALL
TEL: 416-636-8301
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Kanagambikai Gold House & Textile
3160 Eglinton Ave. East, Unit 3, Scarborough, ON. MiJ 2H3

Tel: (416) 269-7198
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sT@TIemI GP GlFeveur euryd !
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* E@m INC.

ANV

Lawrence Ave. East, Scarborough
TEL: (416) 288 - 8177
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Importers & Wholesalers
Fashion Textiles & Gift

3246 Eglinton Ave. East .
Scarborough, ON. M1J 2H6 TEL: (416) 269-5684
(Eglinton & Markham) FAX: (416) 269-0887

Diseuett Bumed gefl ST IQWeuest
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LOIT & 6MEVEUETT QFEVEUT FHENETT CUTLLQUIEUETT

Life Insurance from many companies including

Sun Life

Mutual Funds, RRSP’s & Children Education Plans from

* Fidelity Investments  * Spectrum United
* Mackenzie Financial * Trimark

For sales & service please call:
Logan Velumailum, B.Sc.

Representative

3601 Victoria Park Ave, Suite # 201A Tel: (416) 410 1620
Scarborough, Ontario M1W 3Y3 Email: logan.sunlife@sympatico.ca
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Neel Surendran

Sales Representative
S5

ROYAL LEPAGE
T

Royal LePage Real Estare Services Ltd. Broker

BUS: (416) 560-4728

(905) 793-5000
RES: (905) 678-7343
FAX: (905) 793-5020

SETLT eum SLlprssT srewfl SHlevr(h
AUMmbHOHB FI.Ge.Cal AFVaIHIUIBHID Do imHhendhd)
sTh&HGEW Gumaipr
Ty G Hmalypreurs
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assirami CATERING

TEL: (416) 266-5372

RES: (416) 266-6480

2619 EGLINTON AVENUE EAST
SCARBOROUGH, ONTARIO
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Textiles S~ YNoney Transfer

Rainbow Village

2466 Eglinton Ave, East, Unit 12B
Scarborough, Ontario Canada.
M1K 5J7

TEL: (416) 269-5040
(416) 266-1877
FAX: (416) 269-5163
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(a)

SOULID SOOI

TORONTO ailed
PARLIAMENT & WELLESLEY
595 Parliament Street (Five Star 2 _¢i1Gen)
TEL: (416) 944-1818
FAX: (416) 944-3424

MISSISSAUGA &ilsd SCARBOROUGH: 0

2580 Sheppard Ave. #9 3850 Finch Ave. East #Go1A
Newin Centre Mall Scarborough
Mississauga, ON. (Kennedy & Finch)

TEL: (905) 306-0494 TEL: (416) 292-9319
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Consultant

B Mt K.R Kanagasabapathy

B (Former Principol of Mahojana College)

R 1240 Ellesmere Road,
d  Unit #209
8 Scarborough, Ont.

Wg;g;g‘;lm S e
.\@m@m@ gtﬂm@:&@w, :

RN T

2 ui(mLd 9_rﬂ6mu;u.|m a.mr@

L egemiSAu e smmsst 5

nog) o

o femwé @rﬂu.lsor o :
_@sm;nu.lm_uuu_ Q.GUUTG'U)LBGU)HJ

. o dlng -
- &6uuT (B Iﬂl.y.gg]& G]&rrsurmsu@m
Tt

SR QIR
- Semev sumifiiLin
UTLL LPSSUILLL. oy SliLisdlsh

mﬁlsuésasﬁuf_l_ ‘oG Swimaioneo -wesflge !

- Aysmes GaEId
ST LTS

. T @Curgin

Baner omseflnée!

ey Guar m@i&a)@a‘: Gl
BoHouTHE ST, DpFTWTSH6T, 10T aT®B6T

. | 240 srsum:@wu.m 5135]
S Sieo @su 209, smsrru(%yrr,
@mgngi\@u.m M1P 2XP seLnm
(416) 609 8314




ETOOI QUBED [ighs
AlhB@e HeIh OEL
UuC e BLaen ehal
@UbENG Boud Heene
QINRCIGE GUbG GIRMET
QUGILODS HO0T S@eaI
FOdED &G GmoD
GIEOMEIBN aumpd! qumpd!

@ZH6LGULILIGHAT  6LDGO BHTLDLD
10SHBHAT FUTLT6V
alpT afpfenaFuIThd HHWHBHM
UMD H1oN B!

OPPER HUT

880 ELLESMERE ROAD. UNIT #215 -217
SCARBOROUGH, ON. M1P 2W6

TEL: (k16) 299-k3I1
FAX: (k16) 299-733¢C
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Kiramathoo Virunthoo

603 Kennedy Road, Scarborough, ON.

(Kennedy & Eglinton)

TEL: (416) 266-4240 TEL: (416) 424-2164
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3160 Eglinton Ave. East, Scarborough, ON.
TEL: (416) 269-6120
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2648 EGLINTON AVENUE EAST
SCARBOROUGH, ONTARIO

TEL: (416) 266-3841 / 265-3333
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