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The International Association of Tamil Research held
its Conference in Sri Lanka at the Jaffna Town commencing
on 3-1-74. It concluded on.9-1-74. Professor Vithia-
nanthan of the Ceylon University was its President,
Dr. K. Mahadeva and Mr. V. S. Thurairajah were the Joing
Secretaries. Dr. Mahadeva was the General Secretary of
the Conference.. The academic sessions concluded on
9-1-74. At these sessions a large number of foreign
scholars participated. The affairs of the conference were
managed at the Secretariat in No. 229, Main Street,
Jaffna. Qn 29-12-73 Dr Mahadeva had discussed the
full programme with the Honourable Prime Minister and
an assurance was given to her by Dr. Mahadeva that there
would be no political speeches at the Meeting.

On 10-1-74 it was decided by the Organisers to have
a Public Meeting to distribute awards to those who had
participated in the Cultural Programme. This meeting
‘was to have been held at the Municipal Open Air Theatre
but according to witness Dr. Mahadeva it was held at the
Veerasingham Hall because there were rains and the
Theatre was soggy and not suitable.

At 10.30 am. on 10-1-74 Asst. Supdt. of Police
Mr. Chandrasekara attached to the Jaffna S.P's division
had telephoned the Joint Secretary Mr. V. S. Thurairaja
and reminded* him that the permission to hold the
Conference! expired on the 9th and advised him to obtain
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approval for the 10th Meeting. Mr. Thurairajah had
requested Dr. Mahadeva to attend to this matter as he was
not well. Dr. Mahadeva cailed on the Asst. Supdt. of
Police at about 11.00 a.m. on 10-1-74. The Asst. Supdt..
of Police had asked for a List of Speakers. He was then
referred to Mr. J. A. D. Ariyansinghe the Superintendent of
Police, Jaffna. The Supdt. of Police had requested him to
make a written application giving the Programme and a
List of Speakers. This was sentto the Supdt. of Police
through witness Senthoor Selvan by Dr. Mahadeva. He
had taken him to the S.P.’s Bangalow at 2.00 p.m. The

Supdt. of Police had given a verbal consent to the
Meeting.

The Permit No. 54 was removed from A.S.P. Chandra-
sekara’s Office, according to him, by a messenger from the
Organisers. Mr. V.S. Thurairajah denied that a written
permit was given at any stage of the Conference. It that
was the actual position it only shows the vast amount of
mutual confidence that the Police and the rganisers had
in each other. However, | cannot imagfne permission
being given by the Police without the conlitions being on
record. Since it was not conclusively shown that the
permit had, in fact, reached either Dr. Mahadeva or Mr,
Thurairajah | ruled that the copy of it cannot be tendered
evidence. Nevertheless witnesses Mr. Chandrasekara, Mr-
Ariyasinghe, Dr. Mahadeva and the Head Quarters Ins-
pector are agreed that the understanding was that the
Meeting would be held at the Veerasingham Hall and that
a person called Janarthanan would not be allowed to
speak. Of course, there was the ovearall understanding
that there would no Political Speeches.

It may be observed at this stage that Mr. Janarthanan
was a foreigner and was considered a ‘Security risk’ to
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Sri Lanka. | did not have the benefit of an elaboration of
this term although | asked the Police witnesses about it.
He was wanted by the Criminal Investigation Department
for questioning and according to Superintedent of police
Mr. Ariyasinghe, a Notice was served on him on the
evening of 10-1-74 at the venue of the meeting itself by
the Head Quarters Inspector Mr. Nanayakara requesting
him to present himself before A.S.P. C.I.D. Immigration &
Emmigration for questioning Dr. Mahadeva states that
Janarthanan was not a delegate to the Conference. He
was neither an observer nor an invitee. He was, of course.
present at the meeting on 10-1-74. That his presence
was a matter of grave concern to the police is very clear
in that it was a repeated request by the Officers to the
Organisers that he should not be allowed to address the
meeting ot 10-1-74. A.S.P. Chandrasekara went so far
as to stay that it was requested that he should not be
allowed to come near the platform.

The Meeting of 10-1-74 commenced duly at about
6.30 p.m. at the Veerasingham Hall. It was presided
over by the Secretary Mr. V. S. Thurairajah. Witness
Dr. Mahadeva was the first speaker. He had thanked
everybody and had thanked the Police Officers for their
excellent co-operation during the time to the conference.
At the very commencement of the meeting a section of the
crowd at the rear of the Hall had started disturbing the
proceedings by demanding that the meeting should be
held outside. The confusion was such that Prof.
Vithiananthan had expressed a regret to Dr. Mahadeva
that he had not presided and that there could have been
bettre control of the crowd if he had done so.
Dr. Mahadeva had tried to use ‘“Mass psychology” to
control the disturbing elements whose clamouring had
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pecome more insistent. Messages were received from
outside that the crowd were restive. Dr. Mahadeva said
that it was feared that the crowd outside would break in
and the meeting would be disrupted. The crowd had
started battering the Hall doors more frequently.
Mr. Thurairajah too states that at about 8-00 p.m., “Half
way through the proceedings we found it difficult to
proceed with the meeting as the crowd was demanding
that they should see and hear the delegates.”’

It was in this state of affairs, described as “Chaotic”’
by witness Inspector Nanayakara who was present at
that time outside the Hall, that the organizers decided to
ghift the venue to the outer compound of the Hall. The
outer compound faces the entrance to the Hall. It is
separated by a railing fence from the road. It is a grass
reservation with a metal focus lamp post standing in the
grass portion. The portion between the railings and the
entrance could seat about hundred persons or with
difficulity hundred and fifty persons on the grass.- For the
duration of the Conference a decorated Pandol described
in Tamil as a ‘Sikaram’ was erected outside. This was
intended to decorate the entrance. It was also
illuminated by electric bulbs. This pandol further
restricted the space available for people to congregate
between the entrance of this building and the railing fence.

According to Mr. Thurairajah, who incidentally was the
Srehitect who designed the Veerasingham Hall, the Hall
could accommodate a thousand persons and a further two
hundred and fifty could be seated. There was loud agita-
tion outside to have the meeting outside the Hall and the

#Qutside arrangements were made very hastily”. The-

platform was a makeshift one with only two tables
Mr. Rajarajeswaran, Attorney-at-Law in his evidence states
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that Prof. Vithiyananthan had expressed a fear that there
would be a sabotage at this stage and as a precaution
microphone wires were brought overhead.

When the Organizers came out of the Hall having
abandoned the meeting inside the Hall, Inspector Nanya-
kara had met the President ‘and asked him what he was
intending to do. Prof, Vithiananthan is stated to have
replied, “What can | do ?** Although Professor Vithianan-
than in his evidence has omitted to say this, it rather refl-
ects eloquently the helpless state in which the Organizers
found themselves at that time. Mr. Nanayakara further
states that he apprised him of the conditions of th- -onatas
speaker permit and brought it to his notice ‘"¢ Regal
illegal and a violation of the permit, H._.,,mtact the A.S.P.

problem to Mr. Thurairajah the € all. Then he retur-
but the latter had not r~ ~nat Janarthanan was seated
,ung was neoenns 9. 0N the TOth
appah Sarveswar s
od wae ~

states th=*’. . | o .
4 o MITquestion that | propose to discuss s whether

‘?El"j’-':' t'%in of circumstances that led to the death of seven
‘persons were started by any other agency. On all the
evidence placed before me, | find that the meeting was
disrupted as early as 7-45 p.m. by a section of the crowd-a
crowd who could be vaguely identified as the persons who
wanted Janarthanan to be on the platform. The first thing
that meets the eye at the resumed meeting outside the
Hall is Janarthanan seated on the platform and garlanded.
He warned the Secretary Dr. Mahadeva saying, “If you ask
me to get down there would be more trouble.”

The foreign delegates were attending the conference
from 3-1-74 to 9.1-74. The crowds were quite familiar
with them. It was not a crying demand to ses them that
day although the section which disrupted the meeting had
used it as a slogan. Since the main purpose of this meet-
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troubled very much on this matter. However, the police

were alert to this matter and H.Q |. Nanayakara had ques-.

tioned the President in regard to this when the meeting
was to be held outside, and he acted on the footing that
there was a violation of the Permit to use the loud-
speaker.

The next aspect is the permitting of persons who
were not in the application to speak. This question seems
to have been highlighted by the possible participation as a
sspeaker of one person called Janarthanan. He did notin
fact speak at the meeting before it was finally disrupted,
but, that he was going to speak was an apprehension
shared by the police and the organising secretary Dr.
Mahadeva. | am led to believe that it was this imminent
Qgssibility that caused police intervention. The President

reservation Wwithanaho was in charge of the proceedings
grass portion. The portion batitevould not happen. But
entrance could seat about hundred Fglce is to be
difficulity hundred and fifty persons on the grass.-Sg@ted on
duration of the Conference a decorated Pandol described”
in Tamil as a ‘Sikaram’ was erected outside, This was
intended to decorate the entrance. It was also
illuminated by electric bulbs. This pandol further
restricted the space available for people to congregate
between the entrance of this building and the railing fence.

_According to Mr. Thurairajah, who incidentally was the
architect who designed the Veerasingham Hall, the Hal|
could accommodate a thousand persons and a further two
hundred and fifty could be seated. There was loud agita-
tion outside to have the meeting outside the Hall and the
#Qutside arrangements were made very hastily”. The-
platform was a makeshift one with only two tables
Mr. Rajarajeswaran, Attorney-at-Law in his evidence states
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using the road where the people were seated by the
officers on duty. But when the need arose to contact the
organizers with the view of possibly stopping the meeting
which was being held in a manner different from that
which was planned by even the organizers, a prudent
officer should be expected to anticipate hostile reaction.
it should not be forgotten that it was the crowd who
wanted this meeting to be held outside. The evidence of
A.S.P. Mr. Chandrasekara and Mr. Nanayakara show that
there was spontaneous hostility manifest at the very entry
of the police. This section of the crowd may not have
been reflecting the general feelings of the persons present.
The Organizers have in fact bestowed encomiums on the
police even at the meeting held inside the Hall that
evening. Mr. Mahadeva had personally conveyed his
gratitude to Mr. Chandrasekara and the S.P. on the 10th
morning.

The final question that | propose to discuss is whether
the chain of circumstances that led to the death of seven
persons were started by any other agency. On all the
evidence placed before me, | find that the meeting was
disrupted as early as 7-45 p.m. by a section of the crowd-a
crowd who could be vaguely identified as the persons who
wanted Janarthanan to be on the platform. The first thing
that meets the eye at the resumed meeting outside the
Hall is Janarthanan seated on the platform and garlanded.
He warned the Secretary Dr. Mahadeva saying, *’If you ask
me to get down there would be more trouble.”

The foreign delegates were attending the conference
from 3-1-74 to 9-1-74. The crowds were quite familiar
with them. It was not a crying demand to ses them that
day although the section which disrupted the meeting had
used it as a slogan. Since the main purpose of this meet-
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ing, namely the distribution of awards, was over, | would
have thought that the organizers would have stopped the
meeting at that stage. Mr. York says that two persons
have died the previous day in the procession. It was a
tragedy relatable to reckless enthusiasm within the ‘know-
ledge of the organizers themselves.

In the light of the tragic outcome of the whole inci-
dent, it would be easy to appear wise after the event and
suggest that things could have been done in a different
way. It is not within the scope of an inquirer to do so.

Whether the Security Risk of Janarthanan was so
great as to necessitate police intervention is for proper
authorities to decide because | cannot comment on matters
pertaining to national security. The justification for police
intervention is a matter for the person who knew the
degree of risk involved in the participation of Janarthanan
at a public meeting. If -the police had acted with undue
haste or lack of consideration in the context of the security
risk involved, | trust the appropriate authorities would take
suitable action to avoid a repetition of such a course of
conduct. | cannot express an opinion on this matter
because | am handicapped without an elaboration of the
term “Security Risk” to be able to judge for myself
whether the risk was such asto warrant a speedy and
drastic action.

| further direct that the director of public prosecution
be informed that there has been a contravention of Section
Il of the Electricity Act-Chapter 205 C.L.E. and recommend
that suitable action be taken against the owner of gene-
rator that was in use at the premises on 10-1-74.

Before parting with these proceedings | must place on
record my deep gratitude for the full measure of co-opera-
tion extended to me by M/S. S. Nadarajah, S. Thambi-
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thurai and R. Visvanathan, Attorneys-at-Law who attended
on every date of inquiry and suggested useful questions to
clarify many difficult points that arose. | must also thank
the special police team under the direction of S.P. Mr.
Ariyasinghe, A.S.P. Pertus Perera and |.p. Pathmanathan
who extended their full measure of co-operation and cond-
ucted a very thorough investigation into all possibje aspects
that should be explored into in an inquiry that has aroused
a great deal of public interest.

(Sgd) K. PALAKIDNAR
Magistrate, Jaffna.
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