TAMIL VOL.1
ERUGER NO.5
EVIIEW SEPTEMBER

* F16in ABFH BB s0see OO

Kill, Kill And Kill

Iangem AT AT AN
?'I?lug‘ ':‘) ?l’[ :Jr.ﬂluﬁ@




Bngam.net

VOL _1 % TAMIL REFUGEE REVIEW

NO -5 * zuin a5 ss6mlin)

EDITORIAL

Sri Lanka's allocation
for defence expendi ture
for the vyear 1986 is 8,855
million Sipil Lankan rupees.
This amount constitutes
13.25 of the total expenditure
of the country. This defence
expenditure represents
62.4% of all the foregin
aid received by Sri Lanka
for the year 1986. This
defence expendi ture is
30.9% of the budget deficit
for 1986 and this expenditure
is over 60 of the country's
total earning. ‘Yhile presenting
the 1986 budget the Finance
Minister of Sri Lanka had
stated that unless the
Sri Lankan Governrent
finds a solution to the
existing problem, Sri  Lanka
will face disaster.

. The only thing the Sri

Lankan GCovermment has produced
by spending such a large
sum of money on defence
is a mass of Tamil Refugees.

is helieved that the
of Tamils displaced
rendered refugees alt
and abroad is  nearing
half a million. -
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- Sri Lanka

= Social Affairs™

Despite a persistent campaign conducted by the Tamil
separatists in many of the aid-donor countries during
1985, de Mel was able to report to parliament that the
Paris Aid Group meeting on 20 June was a resounding
success. He charged that a campaign of “diabolical dis-

Zlortions. half-truths and untruths was conducted in all
aid-giving countries with wonderful orchestration and
great skill.” He said that he had to visit personally nearty
all the donor countries to counter this propaganda. He
said the results of the aid mecting showed that the Tamil
campaign had completely failed and aid pledges of Rs 13.2
billion were obtained. “Not one cent of this money will be
allocated for defence and seeurity as some of our political
opponents have tricd to make out. Every cent of this will
be for cconomic development and economie development
alone,” he promised. He said much of the aid was grants
while the rest was on very concessional terms,

De Mel was hopetul that the investment of these funds
would help boost production and exports enabling loan
repavments without any burden to the country. He said
that the aid did not seriously affect Sri Lanka’s debt-ser-
vice ratio.

The government continued throughout 1985 devoting
substantial resowrces on the country’s hydroelectrice-
based power-generation programme. Emphasis was laid
on rural electrification as well as transmission and distri-
bution projects, in addition to the building of several
power houses. There was a slowdown in an ADB-sup-
ported rural electrification project due to the failure of
the state-owned Cevion Electricity Board to maintain a
fixed programme as a result of frequent requests by mem-
bers of parliament secking projects within their clecto-
rates.

A feasibility study for a coal-based power-generation
project has been completed and the finalisation of asitein
the castern Trincomalee districl is under consideration
according to the Ministry of Power and Energy. This
ministry planned to spend Rs 1.6 billion on capital works
in the power sector during 1985,

A serious deterioration in the country’s highways net-
work has been apparent over recent vears and remedial
measures have been given high priority by the govern-
ment. The problem of bad roads was aggravated by hgavy
rain and floods during 1985 which the Ministry of High-
wavs said had caused “severe damage to the country’s en-
tire road network.” Action was being taken to repair and
reinstate these roads and satisfactory progress was
claimed. A total of Rs 600 million for road maintenance
and rehabilitation was allocated in 1985 and the govern-
ment also obtained some foreign aid to pay for the road-

rehabilitation programme. _ FAREASTEAN ECONOMICREwwaj
2

www.tamilafgangam.net

TAMILS: THE RIGHT TO ASYLUM

In August 1986 a group of 152 Tamils hit world
headlines by being found adrift in two lifeboats
off the Canadian coast. Though their exodus is
not on the scale of the Vietnamese boat people,
Tamil refugees have had a far-reaching effect on
legislation and attitudes concerning refugees
generally.

In Sri Lanka the violence has increased over the
past year and any peace settlement seems far
away. The majority of Tamils who have
managed to escape have gone to India. The
comparatively few seeking refuge in Europe find
the doors shutting firmly against them.

In May 1985, after about 2,000 Tamils had
arrived in Britain since the beginning of the
vear, the government introduced a visa
requirement. More than a year later, in June
1986, the government finally granted
exceptional leave to remain to those who had
arrived before that time.

Because of the visa requirement very few Tamils
have been able to reach Britain since May 1985.
Of the few who have, an alarmingly high
proportion have had to spend long periods in
detention while their applications are assessed —
in spite of offers of help from BRC and other
groups in finding accommodation for them.
BRC has expressed serious concern to the Home
Office, particularly as some Tamils have now
spent more than six months in detention.

Britain is not alone in restricting refugees’ rights
of entry. Germany and France have accepted
over 20,000 Tamils since 1983, but at a meeting
in May 1986 of the BRC-based European
Consultation on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE),
member agencies confirmed a hardening of
government attitudes in their respective
countries. West Germany particularly has taken
harsh measures to prevent Tamils and other
Third World refugees from slipping through
from East Germany.

“Refugees in orbit” is a phrase now used to
describe the small but growing number of
refugees who are bounced back and forth
berween countries which refuse them entry.

BT FAUQHGIT

BRC is pressing the British government to
discuss this problem with other countries and to
develop a humane and equitable policy which
would avoid this situation.

BRC has been concerned that more and more
Tamils are becoming “orbit” cases. Many flee
initally to countries such as India, and then —
because of family ties in Europe or because of
threats by armed Tamil liberation groups in
India — they move on to another country.
However, the country they first visited is
considered their “country of first asylum”. Some
Tamils have been sent back from Britain to
these interim countries, only to be denied entry
and returned to Britain.

BRC has drawn attention to these issues
through the natonal media and through its
own publications, as well as through regular
meetings and correspondence with officials. The
trend in Europe is towards even more restrictive
attitudes, and voluntary agencies in every
country are reporting standards of treatment of
asylum-seekers which would have been
unthinkable a few years ago.

Emergency accommodation was provided by community
groups when Tamil refugees arrived in 1985: now, few
are allowed into Britain

UMBOR Car hioe Toon



TAMIL &REFUGEE_S
THE EELAM STRUGGLE

'"Tamils abandoned at high seas', 'Tamils
left in lifecrafts off the coast of Canada', etc.,
as headlines, the Fleet Street informed us all
of a group of Tamil Refugees who were found
by fishermen near Newfoundland, while a chorus
of headlines such as 'send them back', 'close
doors to phony refugees', Canada's a sucker for
illegals' by its Canadian counterparts and anit-
Tamil demonstration welcomed them in. The story
was built as an intrigue and of deception by the
Tamils based on morality as old as the Western
civilization. The main source of concern we were
briefed to believe was not the plight of those
refugees or Tamil refugees in general outside
Sri Lanka or for that matter the conditions that
initiate such exodus from Sri Lankan but, the
port of departure of those Tamils. Investigative
Journalists of the West, as the time and urgency
required of them, turned Immigration Control
Experts in Defence of the West of its democracy
and asked us to ponder, what consequence to
follow if the Tamils set sails from all directions
towards their desired destination - the democracies
of the West., These Tamils are economic exiles
said a many; mind you, not in the same light
as those who leave say, Britain to the USA to
avoid paying taxes, but, for better standard of
living, and worse still black and of alien culture.
The story lost its impetus as the Tamils revealed

the truth and accepted that they had escaged
from the KXaiser country and its concentration
camps (much informed since the Nazies were
in power),

Unprecedented  violent repression let loose by

the authoritarian Sri Lankan State and its armed
forces against the Tamils in the Island, leave

only two alternatives to the majority who have
the means to escape the carnage. One is to cross
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A country which boasts deceptly generous constitutional
provision granting the right of Asylum to ‘all
Political Refugees', does not consider those who
flee 'free world' (Sri Lanka is one?) terrorism.
But, there is no record of a single Pole or East
German or Soviet ever rejected. All this amount
to nothing but, anti-Sovietism, anti-Com munism
and racisim disquised and paraded under the slogans
of freedom and prosperity.

Tamils once in West Germany, like any other
from the Third World are at first dumped in
the train stations and on streets, then in tent
camps and boxcar barracks. From there they
are taken to special camps for Political Refugees
where they are virtually prisoners. They are prohibited
from leaving city and working. German citizens
are banned from entering these heavily guarded
stalags, without special permission. These camps
are often fire-bombed by neo-nazis and skin~heads
and refugees are attached on the streets.

This being the reality, it is no wonder %4f one
prefers even Enoch-Powells' Britain to the successor
state to the Nazi Third Reich.

Tamils of Ceylon never left their soils in droves
prior to the Black July, 1983. Statistics would
vouch, only a few thousand left the shores mostly
for higher education or as hired-hands to the
Middle East and perhaps, a few hundred highly

qualified professionals to the West as Im migrant
labourers,

However, since 1983 Black July, more than 3000,000
have fled and in that half of them to India. Only
about 60,000 went to Europe and Canada. Further,
massacre of Tamils in their fiftees and hundreds
are news that appear sensationally in the pasages
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the Palk-Strait in small boats surviving precariously
from the gunfire and missiles from the British
or Israli supplied patrol-boats of the Sri Lankan
Navy, into the welcoming arms of our brothern
in South India, not knowing the abject poverty
and squalor that await. Two is to take a flight
to the West, using the very few channels open.

Those who have the means and are aware of
the conditions facing the refugees in India would
no doubt will seek their way to the West, sell
whatever they posses to pay to the 'crony agencies'
who make Ikilling profits, nevertheless, manage
to arrange them the passage. However, the tiny
minority who achieve their 'passage to freedom'
discover the sad relatives soon enough and face
contemptuous treatment metted by their, once
supposed, humanitarian saviours.

For a Tamil escape into the West, the chances
are negligible, As in the case with the UK, they
stand less than on equal chance compared to
a Libian who is branded as a potential terrorist
and a victim of terror on equal footing. Then,
we know in the hard world of power politics
these notions of moral superiority are like noice
of fallen autum leaves, subjective to the audience
that is naive enough to be fool. To pass through
the iron grids of Immigration Controls, erected
around the West, Third World refugees deploy
the wusual tactics of false travel documents Or
make use of the only loop hole left open at the
East-West boarder in Berlin, The Western Politicions
who make ethical speeches near the 'berlin wall'
demanding that 'it should become more penetrable',
scream  elsewhere  against 'foreign  infiltration'.

01065 Cxdlw Q_@lswe'? FRULYH6IT

of mediz} gverywhere. Shouldn't we consider these
as contribution factors towards this Tamil exodus?.

When the West prefers itself uarel i

the regim in Sri Lanka, supportiilqg ng at::iahtnkds
on the Tamils with men, machinery and millions
in cash, shouldn't they have expected a small
fall out of dark skined Tamils to blot their land
scgpe? One would think they would have calculated
this consequence as part of the process, a small

price to pay to sustain i
price neo—colonialism in Sri

If not, it is high time the old Colonial

realise, that they could not have everyt:hin;1 88;::::
of charge for their eternal self-endulgence. The
modern world has shrunk to an immaginable size
and their former slaves and naive subjects are
at lasf: becoming aware of its mechanism and
of their own potential. If they want to stay as
Masters of Economic Dominions, benefiting from
cheap l.abour to raw materials and sale of arms
to their client states and factions, they have
to deploy a bigger heart than before and must
pay a minimum price, even, if that is to tolarate

a few thousand dark skined i
i e persons roming the

Meanwhile, the Tamils' struggle for their right
to self-determination against imperialism, capitalism
and neo—colonialism continues. It has to continue

gsince it is the only mea i
and dignity. y ns to assert our self-pride

(to be continued..)



SRI LANKA

Refugees in the West

Neither here
nor there -

There are nearly 2,500

Sri Lankan Tamil refugees
in Britain facing a
frustrating present and an
uncertain future. A report.

F the nearly 50000 Sri Lankan

Tamil refugees in Europe. about
2,500 are in London. The rest are most-
ly in France and West Germany. The in-
flux into the United Kingdom was bet-
ween May 10 and 29 last year and the
reception was far from friendly.

Noting the increase in their number,
the Home Cfffice, then under Leon Brit-
tan. announced on May 20, during a par-
liamentary recess, that all Sri Lankans
entering the UK. should have valid
visas issued by the British High Com-
mission in Colombo. It was the first
time that such a requirement was being
imposed on Commonwealth citizens en-
tering the U.K.

The rule came into effect nine days
later. That effectively put a stop to the
“flood” of refugees Brittan had referred
to. Jeremy Corbyn, MP for lslington
North, who along with some other MPs
had taken up the case of the Tamil re-
fugees. had met Brittan the same day
but was not told of the new require-
ment. “Indeed, he refused to answer
any specific questions,” Corbyn recalls.

Those who managed to get into Bri-

tain before it closed its doors arrived
clutching their belongings hurriedly
packed in handbags. Though no statis-
tics are available. reports indicate that
most of them were young men in the
16-30 age group. The lives of the youth
are the most at stake in Sri Lanka. The
army hunts them out and ruthlessly kills
them on the pretext that they belong to.
or sympathise with, the “Tigers".

MOSTLY MODERATES

Among the refugees in Europe, some
do align themselves with one of the
many poltical groups.. But most of
them are moderates who share the
dream of Eelam with their feliow
Tamuis. As one of them said: "You can-

not give me abgun and ask me to shoot.
| must have the courage.” They are.
however, increasingly begmning to

hope that India will liberate the Tamils, °

as it did East Pakistan (now inde-
pendent Bangladesh) in 1971.

The refugees conform to the Geneva
Convention of 1951 and the 1967 pro-
téco! to which the UK. is a signatory:
“A passenger-who does not otherwise
qualify for admission should not be re-
fused leave if the only country to which
he can be removed is one to which he
is unwilling to go owing to weil-found-.
ed fear of being persecuted for reasons
of race. religion. nationality. member-
ship of a particular social group or politi-
cal opinion.”

The British Government might have
hoped that by terming them “econo-
mic” instead of “political” refugees, it
would be under no obligation to keep
them. Indeed. they would have been
removed to Sri Lanka where, as one re-
fugee put it. “They can come and arrest
me from my bed. There is no place safe
for us in Sri Lanka.” In fact Leon Brit-
tan. Home Secretary, speaking in the

- House of Commons on May 31, 1985,
even claimed that the British High Com-
missioner in Colombo had been given
a “formal personal assurance” by Pre-
sident Jayewardene that no Tamils
who retumed to Sri Lanka wouid be
harassed or persecuted.

SRI LANKA THREAT

This, despite a report in the Tamil
Times of November 1984. which quot-
ed Lalith Athulathmudali Sri Lanka's
National Security Minister, as saying
that Tamils returning to Sri Lanka from
countries where their request for re-
fugee status had been refused. would
be arrested “if necessary” on amval in
Colomba.

Stoyl. a counsellor with the refugee
unit of the United Kingdom immigrants
Advisory Service (UKIAS). described
the British Government's attitude thus:
“This was obviously a group that the
Home Office did not want to stay (in Bri-
tain)." He disagrees with the Govern-
ment’s argument that they were econo-
mic. not political. refugees. From his
experience. they appeared t0 be "mid-
die class’ and “protessionai” with no
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SRI LANKA

particular economic problem. They
must be from fairly affluent families to
have been able to raise the cost of an
air ticket at such short notice.

Says Corbyn: “Drawing a difference
between political and economic refuge-
es is wrong.” The fact, as he saw it
was that the Tamils were fieeing pofiti-
cal persecution, “irrespective of their
economic status”™.

Corbyn believes that the British Gov-
emment tried to play a “racist card” in
the whole issue. “1t is basically a sort of
racism by the British Government that
refugees. if they are white and if they
are fleeing from what is determined as
communist aggression, are no problem.
But if it is people from Sri Lanka, it is
not willing to accept them.”

DETENTION CAMP

To deal with the influx last year, a spe-
cial Tamil unit was set up at Heathrow.
As the refugees arrived, most of them
were taken to a detention camp at
Harmondsworth in Middlesex, where
they were questioned by immigration
authorities. They were later granted tem-
porary leave to stay for six months by
the Home Office which retained their

On the expiry of the initial
period of six months, the refugees have
managed to have it extended for anoth-
er six months. Corbyn is confident that
the period will be further extended as
the situation in Sri Lanka shows no sign
of improving.

In June last year, Taylor, a high court
judge. accused the Home Office of
using “artificial” and “inhuman” criteria
in dealing with the applications for politi-
cal asylum from Sri Lankan Tamils. Qua-
shing a ministerial decision refusing

At the peak of the influx,
immigration authorities
took about 60 young male
refugees, handcuffed to
one another like common
criminals, to the remand
centre in Ashford.

asylum to a 34-year-old Tamil he said it
was a startling proposition that the ap-
plicant could not qualify for asylum be-
cause he and his family had not been
singled out for persecution. There was
evidence that he and his father had
been beaten up and threatened with
death. His house in Colombo had been
looted in the riots of July 1983. "It can
be of little comfort to a Tamil family to
know they are being persecuted as
Tamiis rather than as individuais.” the
judae said.

Refugees in the West

But in another case, two Tamil coupi-
es unsuccessfully claimed that the
Home Office acted unlawfully when it
decided they had no right to be in the
UK. as refugees because they had
spent two days in transit in West
Germany. Their argument was ruled
hopeless by the judge who said:

*“People who go to Germany and re-

main there for periods of time and then
come here from that country are not
from Sri Lanka at all.”

At the peak of the influx, immigration
authorities took about 60 young male.
refugees, handcuffed to one another
like common criminals. to Her Majesty's
Remand Centre in Ashford, Middiesex,
where they stayed for 25 days before
being released.

At that time, the Tamil groups and in-
dividuals in London were busy spon-
soring people in detention to get them
into the country. Some of them were re-
settied temporarily in Hindu temples in
East Ham, Wimbledon and Archway.
The others were taken in by relatives
and friends, many of whom had never
seen the person they were sponsoring.
Attention therefore focussed on the
young men still in prison. Corbyn was
contacted as he was handling many
cases of Tamils seeking refuge in the
UK. He visited the Harmondsworth
and Ashford detention centres and
spoke to a number of refugees. He still
remembers how frightened they were.

On May 24, 1985, after the House of
Commons had risen, Corbyn's office
heard a rumour. later confirmed by an
announcement, that the Home Office
would insist that ali representations by
MPs regarding refugees should be
made within 24 hours. Corbyn’s office
was then handling well over 250 cases
and the staff worked overtime to de-
liver the prepared cases at the Home
Office within the stipulated time.

This and pressure from other groups.
like the UKIAS. helped to prevent the
Government from sending any of the
detained refugees back to Sri Lanka.
There was also the fact that other
European countries which had accept-
ed Tamil refugees were not sending
them back on humanitarian grounds.
Poul Hartling, UN. High Commissioner
for Refugees, had in April 1984, appeal-
ed to governments to give particular at-
tention to requests for asylum from
Tamils and not to send them back to
Sri Lanka if their safety was in doubt.

It was a period of mental agony for
the detained refugees though they are
now able to joke about it. But the ques-

tion that remains unanswered is: Why -

were they singled out from among so
many refugees and kept in detention?

Says Corbyn: “I am convinced there
was a3 direction from the Home Office
to do that. Normally they would not de-

“tain that number of people. They did it

as a very rapid process of clamping
down on people armiving here.” Ac-
cording to him it was purely “administra-
tive” that the men were detained in
Ashford as there are not many places
to keep such people in detention. That
does not, however. explain why the
men were handcuffed.

He thinks it significant that the 24-
hour rule for MPs, the visa require-

Aside from the day-to-day
problems, the refugees are
under immense strain.
Their stay in the UK. is
uncertain. And they fear
for their families

in Sri Lanka.

ments, the detention of refugees and Bri-
tain's continued political support for
the Jayewardene Government all came
within @ month of Margaret Thatcher's
visit to Sri Lanka in April 1985. Untit
then the British Government was wil-
ling to accept that the situation in Sri
Lanka was dangerous for the Tamils to
remain there.

UNEMPLOYMENT

Most of the refugees had left Sri
Lanka at short notice, without any
source of finance in the UK. Jobs are
hard to come by because of the pre-
sent rate of unemployment in the UK.
They are, therefore. forced to claim be-
nefit from the Department of Health
and Social Services (DHSS). Housing.
however. is a matter for the local authori-
ties and some councils like Haringey
have been efficient and helpful in re-
housing the refugees.

The Tamit Refugee Action Group
(TRAG). set up on May 31. 1985. helps
the refugees on matters such as im-
migration. heaith. education, housing
and welfare. TRAG is run by a group of
young volunteers, mostly refugees. and
is financed by the government-funded
Manpower Services Commission. It has
on its board representatives of various
Tamil groups. TRAG volunteers insist
that they work as a team forgetting
petty political differences. Others who
work with TRAG disagree.

Groups to heip the refugees have
been formed by other people also.
Some charge for ther services. A few
set up with council grants are known to
heip Ghanaian refugees as weil. There
is little coordination between the

& Cxpdlw f%J_(ﬂléﬁ)V'? FOUIYH6IT
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groups i voicing their common pro-
blems. .

The UKIAS, which is also funded by
the Government, deals with all matters
pertaining to immigration and asylum.
For day-tpday problems of living, the
refugees wm to one of the many
groups fomed to help them or to the
British Refugee Council (BRC). The
main problems they face relate to hou-
sing and weifare. TRAG has set up a
housing association to re-house the re-
fugees. The houses offered, however,
are often im an appalling state of dis-
repair.

Most daimants of social benefits find
it difficult 3o deal with the DHSS. The re-
fugees are no exception. An added dis-
advantage is that they do not know
how the system works and how to get
the maximum benefit. This is where the
refugee help groups have to step in.

Refugees who want to continue their
disrupted education or gain new qua-
lifications are told they have to pay over-
seas student fees — something they
cannot alford. So they have to settle
for parttime courses. Advice on this
matter is offered by the refugee help
groups, who in turn get it from the
World University Service. Some like
TRAG have appointed an educational
adviser who has established direct con-

tacts with some colleges and
polytechnics. Selvadurai, a TRAG volun-
teer, said some colleges were parti-
cularly helpful in accbmmodating re-
fugee students. He named the South
East London Technical College (SEL-
TEC). the North East London Polytech-
nic and Brixton College.

FRUSTRATION ‘
Selvadurai was a lecturer in
economics and statistics at the

Polytechnic Institute in Jaffna. He is un-
dertaking a survey of Sri Lankan Tamil
refugees in the U.K. Apart from doing a
certificate course in computer studies
he works part-time at a service station.
He is frustrated that he is not able to
find a job matching his qualification —
a pass in the ICMA (accountancy) ex-
amination in Sri Lanka. He finds the at-
titude of European employees racist.
“You have to be doubly qualified when
competing for a job with a white per-
son,” he says.

Aside from the day-to-day problems,
the refugees are under immense psy-
chological strain too. Their stay in the
UK. is uncertain. They still have no
legal status. And they fear for their fa-
mities in Sri Lanka.

Asked if they would go back to their
homeland, the unanimous answer of

the refugees | met was that they would,
the moment it was safe. Said Rani:
feel more at home among my people,
temples and traditions. If there is no poli-
tical problem (in Sri Lanka, it is a be-
autiful place to live in.” .+ - romacainiicns

But Corbyn says that though the ini-

- tial response of most of them was that

they did not intend to stay as time pas-
ses, they would build friendship and
ties which would become difficult to
break. He cites the case of the Chilean
refugees who fled Pinochet's regime in
18973. Even if they could return to Chile
now, many of them would not. So, Cor-
byn believes that the longer the conflict
in Sri Lanka, the more likely the refuge-
es will remain in the UK.

According to him the British Govern-
ment believes that in the long run it is
important for it to support the Jayewar-
dene Government because of the lat-
ter's good relationship with the U.S.
But, he stresses, such political and mili-
tary support to Jayewardene is also
one reason why the UK. has Tamil re-
fugees. For him it is very important that
India continues its non-aligned stance
to maintain some stability in the
area. O

A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
{ FroNTLINL) in London

INEWS IN BRIEF

07.09.86

Jaffma;

Ay came under

01.09.86 : Jaffna; Vasavillan
High School,used by the
army as an out-post, was
blomm up by Tamil fighters
after chasing them away.

03.09.86: Mammar; 2 Ammy camps

came- into heavy attack by Taml
fighters,

04.09.86 : Batticola; an army transport
plare was severely damaged by rocket
fire by Tamil fighters.

Sri lanka reported that its forces
had smk a boat with a foreign
jourralist. But, in India it was
said that all passangers swam to
safty after an accident, later
to be picked up by Indian fishermen. -

heavy fire when tried to break
out of their fort camp. Two soldiers
were killed, However, 2 Tamil civilians
were also killed and the hospital,
20 shops and a temple near by endured
severe damage.

08.09.86 : Mamnar; army attacked
the village of Pannamkoddadi burning
several houses and injuring many
civilians,

09.09.86 :
personnel surrendered to
in the local TV for an interview.

10.09.86

release or to charge them.
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Today Tamil detainees
campleted their 7th day of Mhmger

Elephant-Pass; 2 army)
Tamil b
fighters ,who were later produced-

\
i

Army surrounded villages near Trincomle
and arrested several youth.

11.09.86 : Batticola ; 6 Police
comandos were killed in clashes
between them and Tamil fighters.
Karrai Nagar,Jaffma several hours
of fighting was reported between
the navy and Tamil fighters,

12.09.86 : Amesty - International
accused Sri lanka for the disappearence
of more than 300 Tamils,

Anuradapura; landmine exploded
at Thaddiaporam killing 5 ammy
men. ’

15.09.86 : Batticola; Athulath

Middali paid a surparise visit
to the tomn and met 2 members of

its citizen committee. It was said
that he promissed to provide full
information of those arrested in
the futwre and to return bodies
of those killed.

16.09.86 : Batticola ; Air force
resorted to bombing to dislodge

Tamil fighters who had been attacking
the amy camp at Padduvankarai,
Several civilians were said to
have received severe injuries.
Thrukkovil; 4 army persomnel were
killed in a land mine attack,

17.09.86 : Mbre than 15,000 Tamils
have joined the socores of refugees
in the FEastern province, following
the incidents around the Padduvankarai

amy camp.

18,09.86 :  Battioola; 47 Tamil
civilians were shot dead in front
of Nageshwara cinima theater.

fighters attacked
Mankul lan amy

19.09.86 : Tamil
Elephant-Pass,

carps. .
Oe week of 'hartal' was organised
in protest against the mmssacres
in Battioola.

20.09.86 : Unknomn mnber of police
ocomendos were killed in an land
mine explosion near Thampalahaman
A curfew was declared by the goverment
in Battioola.

23.09.86 : A Tanil civilian M.
Parajrsekaran filed a oourt case
against the newly appointed Sri
Lankan arbassor, in Canada. e
has that Brg.Veerathunga.
was responsible for meny massacres

alleged

of Tamils, when he was in service
and asked the oourt to dismiss
him form his responsibility as
arbassdor.

Sri  Lanka however, stated that

this case violated all the intermatioma
-1 noms and asked for the deportation
of Mr.Pararajasekaran to Sri Larka.

24.09.86 : Trincomle ; 6 Amy
men were killed and 4 injured
when Tamil fighters attacked an
anTy Corvoy,

Several Taril civilians were kidnapped
by ' Hore Guards' near Trincorale.
Hige damnstration was held in
protest  against  thamassacres  in
Batticola.
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OUTCASTS OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY.

Status of Ethnic Minorities in the West

The past few years have witnessed a dramatic exaberation
of inter-racial and inter-ethnic relations in western
countries that in many cases erurted into violent,angry
clashes. The street fighting in the coloured ghettos
of London,Washington,Bi rminghan,New  York, Liverpool
and Chigago have drawn public attention to the tragic
condition of the ethnic minorities. Whereas in the
West not very long ago they spoke of an accidental
outbreak of an 'epidemic of nationalism' , today even
bourgeois leaders concede that the roots of the unrest
lie in racial discrimination that flourishes in all
areas of life.

Slave Status:

In developed countries there are no signboards with
the words 'For White Only ' . But society's division
into two sections isolated fran each other and not
enjoying equal rights - coloured and white - is glaringly
in evidence. Most of the coloured are on the lowest
rung of the social ladder, and they are ones who,
as a rule, perform the most unattractive and low-paid
work. In the USA half again as many Afro-Americans
as whites, 80% of the Chicanos (Mexican origin), and
over 70% of the Puerto Ricans are employed on unskilled
mostly manual work. The corresponding indicator among
inmigrants, mainly fran Central African countries,
is 81.6% in France and between 84 and 94 % in Britain
anong immigrants fran Caribbean and Asian countries.
They are employed chiefly in poorly equipped sectors
of the mining, textile,and food industries,construction,
public utilities,transport,agricultue, and sanitation
services. Most of the 'clean' profissions are closed
to them. Mainly whites are employed in the nuclear,eletron-
ics,and petro-chemical indusgtries,banking, and other
prestigios sectors of the econamy.

Discrimination against so-called guest workers s
particularly harsh. Recruited in their hamelsand,
they are for all parctical purposes denied freedam
of choosing jobs. This category of working people

12
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is subjected to eminently brutal exploitation as a
result of the steady intensification of labour and
the introduction of wuncontrolled overtime. In Italy
for example, according to statistics of the Italian .
Confederation of Trade Unions, they work fram 55 to -
70 hours a week. The absence of labour protection
is the cause of countless cases of injury and occupational
diseases. In Switzerland the number of accidents among
guest workers s, depending on the industriy, from
three to ten times higher than among Swiss. In France
immigrant workers, who account of only 8% of the emp l oyed
population, suffer 22 of the production injuries,

Denied social rights, they get no campensation for
such injuries.,

There is also wage discrimination against persons
of ethnic minorities. In the USA the wages received
by Afro-American and other ethnic citizens is almost
half of the remneration paid to whites. In Canada
Eskimos get half and Indian miners get one-third of
what paid to whites, Ship-building campanies in Britain
pay one-fifth of the wages of whites despite the fact
that their work-day is four hour longer.

Non-white workers are usually at the top of the dismissal

~lists, In the USA, even according to official statistics

the unemployment rate among ethnic minorities has
reached almost 50% The condtions of the indigenous
inhabitants of North America, Australia and New Zealand
is appallingly tragic. The jobless rate is 80% among
the inhabitants of Indian reservations of the UsA
80-90 % among Eskimos of Alaska and 7%% among able-
bodied Canadian Indians. In Australia unemp loyment
among aborigene industrial workers is six times above
the average,reaching 100% in some camunities.

13
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Foreign workers live under constant threat of dismissal.
Over the past 10-15 years the government of western
countries, in alliance with the monopolies, have been
pursuing a policy of regularly renewing the body of
immigrants in order to obtain the largest possible
returns from alien proletarians. Superexploitation
leads to the rapid physical exhaustion, and the need
arises for replenshing manpower. New immigrants come
to take the place of dismissed and deported immigrants,
often on poorer terms. For example, 477,000 foreign
workers were discharged and deported in the FRG 1in
1966~67. They were replacedwith newly arrived immigrants.
This sort of 'rotation' persists to this day.

The scientific and technological revolution and the

structrual readjustments in the economics of the western

countries have hit the employment rate of ethnic minorities

particularly hard. Automation, new method of management,
and modernisation in the service industry have cut
back the demand for unskilled labour, the bulk of which
consists of non-whites. The opportunities for learning
skills are extremely slim on account of the discrimination
in access to occupational traning.

(to be continued..)

- By: S.RAVI

DATABOX "

Major industries: Food, beverages and tobacco, Rs 8.62 bil-
lion; textiles, apparel and leather goods, Rs 7.57 bilhon._ )

Maijor agriculture: Tea, 208 million kg; rubber, 142 million kg
coconuts, 1.98 million; rice, 2.4 million tonnes; sugar, 18,301
lonnes; fisheries, 170,067 tonnes.

Oil and natural gas: Nil.

Mining: n.a. o

Major imports: Consumer goods, US$440.23 million; inter-
mediate goods, US$946.2 million: investment goods.
US$484 86 million; unclassified, US$22.7 million.

Major exports: Agricultural products, US$898 miliion: textiles
and garments, petroleum products etc, US$501.59 million; gems
and other minerals, US$33.14 million; unclassitied, US$54 98
million

Tourism and transport: Arrivals, 317,734; tourism revenue,
US$106.37 million; national arline, Air Lanka: rai! network:
coach services between towns: hire cars available.

Finance: n.a.

Currency: Sri Lanka rupee. 10C cenls. Rs 25.10:US31
(26.50).

(Al figures are estimates lor 1984 unless otherwise stated
Most ligures lor previous year n.a. Currency conversion as at |
October 1985.)

TAMIL REFUGEES IN INDIA.

QPR TR e X S
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REFUGEE
MOTHER KILLED

A mother of 8 children, [saac
Eileen Rukmani (52) was kiiled by
a direct hit from a shell fired
frem the Jaffna Fort whilst taking
refuge in the toilet of her house
at 2nd Cross Streei, Jafna on
the evening of 7th Seprember. |
Her remains were picked up in
pieces and interrsd at the cemetery. !
She had coae as a refugee ‘rom |
{rincomales 2 few months ago.
Her :hudren -vere fortucgeely 2ot

1 wvith uar 21 the fime of the incidenr, |
. - . -~ . N 2 Q s
L4 % . Sarurday Review 20th Sepremper 1937
! )
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THE BRIEF HISTORY OF SRI LANKA.

The Portuguese arrived in Ceylon at the beginning of the
16th century. They settled on the west coast and con-
verted many of the inhabitants to Christianity. One hundred
years later they were replaced by the Dutch, who occupied
most of the coastal region; only the kingdom of Kandy in the
centre of the country retained its independence. The Dutch
were evicted by the British, to whom Kandy surrendered in
1815. The country became independent on 4 February 1948
and on 22 May 1972, the Republic of Sri Lanka was created.
Before the new republican constitution was promulgated, a
youth insurrection in April 1971 rocked prime minister
Sirimavo Bandaranaike's United Front government, leading to
her imposing several harsh socialist measures. By the 1977
general election, a country tired of endemic scarcities and ris-
ing prices swept her out of office. The United National Party
administration of Prime Minister Junius Jayewardene which
took over replaced the 1972 constitution and Jayewardene
assumed unprecedented power as executive president, be-
coming both head of state and head of government. He was
elected to a second six-year term as president in October
1982 and won a mandate at a national referendum to extend
the life of parliament until 1989. An unprecedentedly violent
communal clash in July 1983 resulted in a wave of murder and
arson against Tamils living outside predominantly Tamil areas
and continuing civil strife.
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TAMIL REFUGEE (ACTICN GR0OUP)

HCUSING ASSCCIATION LTD.
52 WEST GREEN ROAD
SEVEN SISTERS
LCNBCN N15 3NR
TEL: 302 9349






