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‘Give advice not

e e ocash to beggars

u g & e B & ACHARITY is advising people to give

% @ B & @ & & beggars advice rather than money.
TQLIeNE) asen Speaking at the Labour Party confer-
& . .él I/T *® ence, Victor Adebowale, director of
Y7 Groafler 696 SI Cenrepoint - a national charity for
CCCP ufletr eLpemev grésrpley young homeless people - said: ‘Giving
. money direct to people on the street can
QUG ] ] actually make matters worse.
OTGUTeUITID. VeVl R(BH  “We know from 30 years’ experience
QUPL_ () (KL k&G that begging on the street can wreck
TEp . ® 2 b @ lives. It can feed drug habits, it can put
G o @ u efl e young people at risk of violence and
@ &5 & & &l w & & m 5 stop them from gelting the help they

&l [5 & 6 617

] He said people who want to help
ug g QU(HL & &% G6T should give money to recognised
ST @evkens s Oanisatons and they could also
. advise beggars on where to get help.

Sfevev g ‘We need (o get a debate going on
o el ESeVTId. euen g Why people beg. I am trying to discour-
» age people from a knee-jerk reaction
and from assuming giving to beggars is

LUT&& 6160

‘ar) ‘yeuer’ @euer
Ty wiflwrenguersH -

good,” he added. ‘If you are on the
streets and someone gives you a few
pounds every day, it becomes a disin-
centive to get off the street and get
involved in a programme which may be
difficult at first but will ensure you
never have to beg again.’

Mr Adebowale said telling beggars
where to get help was a better way to
help them, rather than people buying
off their conscience with a few pounds.
‘We have to re-educate the public,” he
added.

Last month, the Government’s Rough
Sleepers Unit said there were 1,180
homeless people sleeping on the streets,
mainly. in London. It has pledged to
reduce that figure by two-thirds in the
next two years. But most of this work
must be done by charities who do not
have the resources at the moment to
deal with the problem.
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