
NO ACTIN PREMIER
 

Price 75 Ct5. (~itor, 
Registered as a Newspaper at G. P. O. 

VOL 1 JUNE 1st 1979 

/ ,: »	 , 

' OP INIO"
 
The Po Nerf.' and the Powerless 

The UNP which filled its power pdck with aces 
at thel977 General Election has now added all avai
lable trumps, following its Mini - General election 
triumph last week. 

No Government within living memory overflowed 
with virtual omnipotence-as does the UNP now. 

A hopelessly divided opposition, memory of the 
previous Government's misdeeds, more goods and 
more money have helped it consolidate and entrench 
the position it obtained at the 1977 polls. 

Save the TULF which in the North and signifi 
cantly Trincomalee in the East demonstrated its un
assailability, no other Opposition party won the 
people's support. ' 

. So in the ultimate reckoning, .with the rest of the 
Opposition in shambles, the TULf, it is, that wiIl 
take on the UNP in the local power struggle. 

But before the nation focusses attention on this 
ill-matched combat, what the people are interested in 
right now is what the UNP will do with this bumper 
crop of power that it has reaped at the two elections. 

Will there be as usually happens to the UNP, a' 
blood rush into its already swollen head and will it 
start throwing its weight around indiscriminately and 
irrationally? 

Will it. 

soaring pri c 
and goods? 

The UNP must recognize and appreciate the faith 
and trust the people have vested in it, notwithstanding 
the bruises of tho cost of living. 

. This only means that they seem convinced that 
rising prices could be arrested by this government. 
The UNP must honour that faith, that trust by axing 
the root causes of spiral iog prices. ' 

If it is the middle . man, who controls transport 
from point of production to point of distribution, he 
must ' be eliminated or checked. More government 
distribution points for consumer commodities through
out the island could help. . 

If massive buying by Tourist hotels has shot up 
prices, the all - powerful UNP must get down to. the 
business of ensuring that Sri Lanka is for Ceylonese 
and not for the fattening of entrepeneurs or those 
foreign charter birds of passage and that too at the 
expense of what hotel waiters shrug off as "locals" 
Ceylonese. 

While all the people ar~ being battered by price 
punches, a section of the nation is still reeling under 
the body blows of discrimination-racial and politi al, 

Clothe in its armour of power, the UNP can 
afford to magnanimous and truly not orally just. 
The po m 100 af e powerless. 

, 1 h so m m I eed not bully the people. 
It hould be gentl nd us towards the racial and 
political minoritie . 

If those I' v n irties whic 1 rei escnt these 
afflicted minor! choose to be st bborn arid hn;
ant, why shou'd the UNP punish the loyalists of 
these part ies? 

No citizen of this country. because he	 belongs to 
•a racial or political	 minority should be discriminated 
again t•• Law in a democracy, 'means the prote",tion 
of the 1ight and liberties of the minority. 

It is a c fe sion of the 
me of ou r own faith in the rig teoi of our 

\ II l." when e attempt to suppre by law those 
\ ho 1 not agree with us" observes Bern rd Smith 

"1 he Democratic Spirit". 
Having established this solid o vereignty , the 

I I 's hunger for power. in the best sense of that 
word; has been sati t d. Should it not now, shed 
wh e m s of mo lity, it wore and ge do, n to the 
bu ,il1e of onestly creating "a free an just society". 

Whea Premier R : Premadasa leaves for Lusaka 
for the Commonwealth Prime Ministers Conference, 
no one will act for him. 

Under the Constitution, there is no acting appoint
ment. ' 

This is also SJ in the case of the Piesdent No 
R.	 L. MICHAEL) one will act for him when he leaves for HAVANNA 

for the Non-aligned summit Conference. 

No 109 I~~~ 
High-Powered Committee
 

Recommends:
•Price increases ¥ Wage ••crea••• 

• Subsidy slash 

Unless	 there . is an immediate price incr.... in 
Kerosene, Diesel. flour and transport prices, the' Government 
will be in dire financial straits. 

So states the recommen
dations of a high powered 
Ministerial And official com
mittee which studied subsidies, 
wages and the cost of living 
recently. 

The Government, says the 
com mittee, w i I I h a v e 
no a l ern rve b ut to j 'k up 
prices but it at recommends 
that wages should keep pace 
with these incre ises. 

It also states that Govern
meats subsidy bill is in the 
range of nearly Rs100::l,million• 

It lists the foflowing items 
,as the most heavily subsidized. 

U NP· ULF 

In Collision Course 

The UNP and TULF are 
heading for a collision-course 
unless sanity prevails. 

This is the consensus of 
political observers following 
the outright victories of the 
UNP and 'the TULF in the 
recent elections 

Both have hardened their 
attitudes: While the Govern
ment has decided to woo the 
people and ignore the TULF, 
the Northern P rty in . t that 
any moves for solut ion must 
come from the UNP. 

The UNP has decided to 
break down the "traditional 
horne'and' attitude of the 
TULF. Sri Lanka belongs to 
all, says the UNP, No, says 
the TULF, the Tamils have 
been rooted there since the 
dawn of history, 

The 'UNP also pooh-poohs 
the TULF stand on coloniza
tion. Every eitzen, they say 
has a choice of residence, Can 
Tamils live in Matara, asks 
the TULF stating the only 
place where they are <afe is 

according to the annual subsidy	 reliefiaid of Rs 1000 million 
has not yet turned up So 

Kerosene Rs .525 million Government is footing as 
Diesel Rs 100 million much of the bill as possible .Lakspray	 and Liquid Milk 

The Independent a Iso 
understands that the Rs 20Rs 200 million 
billion aid promised for 

Flour Rs 500 million , deve!opment projects is com
ing in drib'ets.CGR	 R. '100 million 

C.T.B R 150 million 

It sresses	 that while there 

~~,,, ,, ,... PL 
UnJess the re is a severe 

slashing of subsidies, theAs an example it cites the 
International Monetary Fundmassive rehabilitation that is 

taking place in the Eastern	 will not be prepared to loan 
Sri Lanka 1ne money needed,Province	 with Government 
since one of the pre-requisites funds. 
of IMF funding is the aboli

The pro m i sed cyclone tion of subsidies. 

P.	 M. says
 
Tamils Voted
 

Premier R Premadasa debunked a Ministerial sug
gestion that the Tamils boy cotted or in the alternative 
did not vote for the UNP at the recent Municipal and 
Urban council elections 

The charge was made by" a Minister when the 
Ministers held a post mortem on the elect ions, 

The P. M. pointed out that he polling in ' areas 
where there were heavy po cke .s of Tamil popu'ati n 
such as Wellawatte, Bambalapitiy . Kol' itiya and in 
Colombo North sue I is Gintupitiya, Kotahena, Grand 
pass, Mattaku!iya and Hultsdorf the polling was very 
heavy. In fact said the 1 rime Minster the UNP did 
very well in the e areas obvi ' y with Tamil support. 

When a Minister suggested that the polti was 
low, the Prime Minister pointed out that the total 
polling of 70.5 was h .gher than the polli in ~1956 
when the SLFP and the M P routed th UNP. The 
polling then 'was in the re ion of 65 per t id . 

The President and Minister.. con Mr. 
Premadasa for the yeoi servicche the 
UN P by steering it to victory. 

Jaffna. Meanwhi le moderates re 
Can the Sinhalese Ii' in t rj in. their best to bring (IUt 

. Jaffna, counters the f . P 1 ilu t l n acce ble to both 
Look at the exodus.	 t ~ UN and tho T LF. 

i 



2 EPENDENT� June 1st. i919 

•The 'Pol-tic ISc ne usmgs • • • • • 

Premad sa -� Pol~ WI
• r A OF H C 0 

Friend and foe of the U.N P. were in accord when they 
He always gave me the impression that he was a gay, pe r ons we knew of transconceded that the ruling party had won an ou tright victory 

flippant type who seldom took� life seriously, parent honesty. of unaffected 
and that the architect of that victory was, without d ispu te incerity and of unquestionable 

ab ilit y who did not reap theirPremier R. Premadasa.� Although he had scaled the he ight s in Iii profes sion, 
d ue reward because tbey had girdled the globe, clicked glasse s with societys Sahibs as nothing fake or false a out An UNP victory was on the M unicipal Council. with nearly easily as the toil ing masses, there was nothing prim Or them. They did not bum or cards. But "the virtual swam 65 per cent.� pompous about him. bootlick the hierarchy. .ing of their opponents shook 

even their supporters, let alone As against this we lined ~pThe Left was routed, edged 
concussing their rivals.� Of ten , tension - laden situa getting closer and clo ser to the platoons of personalities 10out by the JV P who also did 

tions were di ffus ed when he� men tal wou nd f rom whic h various layers of power who not come up to expe ctat ion s. 
The UNP grand slam was� to ed a jest into the conver suddenly d ripped adversity' s were patently dishonest, notoBut as the younge t an d ne est

acknowledgly master - minded� sa ion which seemed ill-timed sweet or sour milk , philosophy riou s intriguers but whoseparty in the field, they should 
by the articulate, mobile,� but helped shatter the serious- The t ruth eventually emer forte or strong point was pannot be undu Iy depressed by
shrewd strategist who has their performance. n s of the situation. ' ged . " Jt's like this" he said , dering politically to the po ers 
mastered the art of election -that of worming themselve st ran gely fumbl ing for words. 
campaigning.� T he o ther day, I caught him confidence of the high-priestsThe TULF had good reaso n� And he bared the we I spri ng 

ff guard We were downing� by unashamed flattery or otherto:blow their trumpe s. They� of his question He h b en
The P. M., popularly kn own� ur usual dram at dusk. I unscrupulous methods.romped ho me winne rs in the� to a party a few day earlierin UNP circles as the Fo ur� asked him when on earth beNorth and Trincomalee as the� wh ich was no thing unusual in As we meandered along. it

O'Clock man since he rises at� w uld take ife seriously and struck us that manyU P elsewhere.� his ca e - and encoun tered of' the 
4 A. M. every day-and that� he countered with his u ual what he ca lled 'on e of Sri� t ime- honoured and time-wea
includes Sundays and holidays� ]igbt b f'-3f lCO» CiSS; Lanka·s Many curse ' .� thered ward~ af wi~dafll' ~(fdI
left nothing to chance. a " honesty i the best policy',UNP� " Come, f ill the cup", he 1 thought he was talking f 

politicians. the� ., ne hour today is war h twoI 'am told that he had ma p� cracked q uoting Omar Kha Or cost of 
tomorrow·', " T rust begetsped out his campaign as early� yam, and in the fire of spring. living. Or the C, .8 . A score 
trust", ~'Money is the root ofas March, Posters, campaign They polled 60 000 as� of curses f litted a ross my 
a ll evil" "Hard work reapsliterature etc. had all been� against the UN P's 15,000 in The winter garment of re mind as I surveyed the local 
its reward" and uc 1 enduring prepared and canvassing went� six Councils while the Tami l entance fling; scene. 
concepts have been tossed into on apace.� Congre polled 11,000 in th 
the limbo of forgotten things.three counci ls they contested. The Bird of Time has but a CON - MEN 

little way. Today, as one gazes at the 
line-up of those who matter,FEATS 

To fly • and 10 the bird is� So I did not guess. "Con such virtuous wisdom as ourBY R.L.M men" , he sa id . 'confidence on the Wing.� parents and teachers taught us
tricksters" , 1 sat up an d lis read like obsolete observations. But what his friends and� "Cut it out" I said, "and tened intently. This as one unrealistic rigmaroles. of anocri .ics marvel at are his endu In the Jaffna Mun icipality be serious" "Right!" h e of his oh! so rare moments of ther age. They have no rele

rance feats in island-girdling� itself the TULF oiled 161300 answered and clobbered me seriousness although occasio vance to our time.
with hardly week-end breathers.� out of 38,000 votes while the with another Khayam quote; nally he could not resist sprin
And that working at his usual� T. C. olled 7,400 vot es. At " T~le worldly hope men set kling it with sarcasm. REWARD 
high pre ssur in h is Prime� the 19 7 G n n I El c . n T h w r ig
Ministerial off'ic . TULF polled 16,200 out of to n t a S ICl(, suave fello w H owever, I tried to v r 

33,000 vote wh i'e the T.C. Turn ashes - or it prospers ; him round to the old adage 
His campaign strategy as con man usual ly are. He that "virtue is its own reward".con poll ed 6,900 votes. Th e UN P and an on .� gave all the appearance of asisted in keeping alive in the polled 5,066.� strong silent man-the more He retorted, "Try telling that

public mind and memory, the� Like snow upon the deserts dangerous among the breed, to your son". I knew I was
misdeeds of the previous A point of interest in the dusty face. he commen ted. bowled neck and crop because 
government. He conducted a Jaffna Municipal Council was a friend of ours told us how 
dialogue with the audience, the voting among the 3,000 Lighting a little hour or two The talker as te.ling a his talented son had not been 
ensuring that he drove home into Muslims in that area. It is is gone. group of avid listeners how he given a place in the college 
their consciousness, the irks estimated that 1,800 voted fo r had advised Minister A on cricket team, although he was 
of queues, the hardships of the UNp 1,300 f or the T ULF one matter an d how Minister well qualified. When the father 
rationing, the bo ndage duri ng and 750 f or the T. . B had te' ephoned to ee k his cheered him with the usual.BR UI SE
the Emergency crowning it all advice on; . ano ther problem '~ Bctter luck next time", for
with a charge sheet· against The Muslim Vote was and even the Presiden t was mula, the son shot back; Yes, 
Mrs. B of 50 charges. traditionally the Tamil Con among the notables in whose when I am reborn into the 

gress block vote. A swing Knowing him sowell, I drawing room of con f idence right race and religion 
Those odours of the past towards the U NP is under  kne w he was bandaging some he was - accord ing to h im. The parents had reeled back 

kept assailing the nostrils of� standable but 1,500 vot e" f or brui e of bitterness with the As a student of huma n be- under the weight of the sons
the voters and they were deter� the TULF is ne 11 pia ter 0 f poetry. "Spit ita pheno� hav iour -"The proper study spontaneous blow. They feltmined not to experience them� menon. Apparently the ut" , I said. "instead of kill man kind is man" Alexander it was time to talk to him. The
again.� Muslim youth think diffe ing Khayam." Pope-said my friend , hedid a 17 year old told them all they 

rently fro m the ir elders . one of f ew pot check n the man al ready knew but hoped h e The Prime Minister fully� He sipped his drink thoughtthe slogans used effectively and h is story.� d id not know. aware that public memory is� f ully, gazed upwards into theby the TULF to win 'the 
short-lived achieed a psycholo� gloaming asd asked; ., Does .. From a ll that heard" He told them how he hadMuslims was, "Tamils are
gical coup in resurrecting the� honesty pay? Or for a matter sa id my friend wh ipping out a been teased because . of hisvict ims today, It wi ll be the 
misdeeds of the of the SLFP,� of that d hard work and sim witt ici m .. thi man of the community; because he couldM uslim s tommor w." 
searing the public ' with those pli .ity, pay? ho ur as he as at the cocktail not affo rd to sport new shirts 
memories the pain of which party, has to be watch d every and slacks as frequently as 
would have prevented all ' save "Of course" I said face minute, he is a quiet f How but others. He shocked them byA ALYSrS 
the hard core SLFP loyalists t iou. ly, you will attain b ven he is alway lett ing ff estearn stating how rich boys and sons 
from voting for the SLPP. without too many days in I am sure he can double- of VIP ' got a better break 

purgatory. " Wbo tbe bell is cross a bridge. than the poorer but more stu-Ever since the U II land in terested in Heaven wben you� dious children. slide vicory political pundits� " Wh ats wrong" I a ked arc figh ting your battle on the POLLS have been trying to di sect tl e� " you are the guy who laughs Wisely the parents gave him goo d earth. Victory or defeat rea ons for the oppo ition� away such chaps with your f ull ea r, They did their besthould be right here - wheredi saster .� " may all beings be happy. to e ll hion the blow statingour f eet are implanted, be
This the polls statistics� Wh a ts eating you now?" that ultimately truth bones-ommented almost hotly."In the cold light of analy is� ty and humility would triumph.amply bore out. Although 

the UNP victory was d ue to,� "May all beings be happy. The boy smiled but the smile, the total following was com� H is was a good question . (I) Pro. in ity to the LFP's� Su re. But not by making commented his father, wasparatively low, just over 70 per A' theparry and th ru st of ou r seven YC3r mi ru 'e, Me m� others unhappy. This Fello heavily coated with cynicism. cent casting their votes. This conversation waxed sharper 
against the record 88 per cent� ories were still f resh (2) Those with every sip, 1 felt I was m ust surely be blackenin g As we poured out our "one 

who voted fo r the UN P in the othe r to white-was h himself for the road", my friend raisedduring the General Election 
General Elections were satisfied� f or the eye and ear f the his glass, "Lets drink" hewas not really not good going. 
with the perf orm ' nee of t he� I . i. Ps. What abou t the sa id, to the dis-appea ran~e of 

Colombo voters were the U P (3) Availab ility of goods c ple which felt tbat if op ot hers, the c lean Honest fo lk the era of the crook. I had to 
worst offenders, over 10 ,000 prices notwithstanding. (4) p sition parties "ere voted into who have all the mental and add my ten cents \ orth. 'And' 
refraining from voting. In Abolit ion of irks su h as ower they would get tep mora l equ ip ment who cannot I urged, to the res urr ction of 
the Municipal Councils, the queue etc 5) A h pelessly mo otherly treatment from the make t~e e . be~aus~ they ho nesty, haad work and sim
UNP polled <;3 .56 per cent" d ivid d opposition ( ) The ruling power. Over and above do n.ot ind ulge IO that ' !D C of . p licity as this cou ntry's ruling 
while the SLFP received 22.43 Lf' P's indif feren t cam pai  all th i Mr. Premadasa's one d CIt? "he. aske " They are vir tues. 
per cent of the total polls. gning as aga inst the UNP' man whirlwind campaign overt ken y fe lows ike him . c Ilea d . h .� ran eerte oot
In the Urban Coun ii, the� high-pressure ta t ic (7) Th e buoyed up even the lethargic Wh ~t ab ut Ihe.m Indeed? within ea r-shot. It was that of 
UNP received more than in political consci usness of the voters. . We discu ed quite a f ew the all knOWing 0 1. 
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Don't toy with� 
students" lives� 

appeals K. KANDASAMY 

The proposed method of admi sian to th~ Uni,:er. 
shies is one amongst a Iew problems tha t IS causmg 
lots of Political heat in our dear motherland. 

Why this hould be so i rhe burning question? 
The Government has introduced a f ormu la for 

admission to the Universt ie ba d on meri ts, po pula
tions, and under deve'oped a,e1 ba sis in th prop rtion 
of 30 percent, SS percent and I S pe ent 

The re son addu -ed fo r the introduction of tbi 
scheme is to give npportun i:ie for high er I a-ning to 
the students from area la kin in g od edu: ional 
f scil ities The declared obje -t i e i laudable one and 
merits dispassionate consideration. 

Id V Natinarn hotu� 
Sukfta hontu natayo.� 

Let this ( erlt) a crue to our relat ives and may 
they be happy. 

Unfortunately the scheme as int ..~ uced is going� 
to boomerang on the students of the major c. munity� 
and therefore mus: prove detrimental to the nation .� 

How wou'd it be detrimental to the major commu
nity and the nation? 

If po I ion welgh'age has to be given for stu
dents f ro m Coombo. K andy etc and not merit alone, 
it is a confession of the lack of good educational 
faciities in these areas. But this is not so I 

Then one must necessarily come til the conc'usion� 
that .the quality of the s'u den s in these are are poor� 
and therefore the Government has to assist them by� 
givinS popu'ation weightage.� 

DANGER 

g from this action i� 
confidence of the s'udent.. in th ir abi'i-y is being� 
surreptiously undermined by planting in their subscon�
,ious minds that they have not the capa,;ity to face fair� 
and open compe i:ion. Therefore they have to be prod�
ded by popu Lition weightagc.� 

o country can make vigourous c~onomic progress 
if mnst (If its s"udent popula'ion lire fed with th(\ughts 
of inferi·'rity comp·ex u nwitt ;ng 'y plan"ed lind assi. 
duously nurtured by mingly benevol ent go ernment . 

Surely one cannot expe:::t positive u :ts ~ p!an-
tin, negative thoughts! 

Man sows a thought and reaps an a-:tion. He sows 
an action and reaps a hab it. He sows a habit and reaps 
a character. He sows a character and reaps a des'iny. 

Mlln has made his own des 'iny by his own rhin king 
and acting. He ca n hange his destiny He is the 
master of his dest in y. There is no doubt. By right 
th ;nk: ng and s'rong exertion he ca n be=ome the mas:er 
of bis destiny. There i no doubt of Ihis too ! 

Sin~e the de ~l (lred aim (If the GoV!. of Sri 
La nka is to ach:e\'c e:on mie prosperi y wit h 0 ial 
j ust i c, it should be the card inal po licy of nc 
administration to en:-ourage and stimu 'at e in'erigent 
and h1rdworking s:udents to achieve hi her p of sional 
qualific1 ~ ions so that they may set the pac and 
cx1mrle for others to build a prosper us Sri Lanka. 
Planned effort and thc sweat and toil of i's people 
are lhc only known es ntia l ingredienls f or the 
prosperity of a nation. 

SOL U T I ON 

Then wh1t is a fair solution to tbe Universities' 
Admission . problcm? My suggest ion is 65 on mer it 
(Nation wide) and 3S on ment from und er developed 

.areas. This, in all likelihood, sho uld pro ve ac.eptab:e 
to all. 

Since independen (i.e.f or th pa t 33 ye r ) the 
poli:icians 01 this co untry, with f ew ex-ep: ion -, have 
been propagating se:::tarian in"ere IS. The nat u r a I 
consequen:c of all thi~ hJS been to set brother against 
brother, race against fa , f a ith against fa ithl 

Today this on ~e proud country, which was an 
examp·c to o thers, has be :ome a begglr and laughing 
stock of rest of tbe wor:d . The irony of it all is th l t 
a f ew of 0 r co unt 'ymen, who have migrated 
overseas, ha ve estab ished the ir name and f m e 
through diligent hardwork and ability, 

Ou r politicians profes') one th ing and preach 
another. causing havoc in rhe he3rt and minds of a 
truly won derf Ul people - the average Sri Lankan. If 
they will only preach and a:t according to a pted 

Nor , 
Esse 

When you ar rive in Jaffna 
wlh tortured lim bs af er 9 
hours in tho s e Rom. nian 
c aeh , in the dust and heit 
of a long journ y (how nice 
to go by heicopte ) y u are 
g'nd to be we'comed by your 
Ja f fna hosts. The cups of 
coffee are a relief. The cha nge 
in eo nv rsa tion f ro m venti ng 
ynur Frustration at th designers 
(If the torture coaches' to 
Tamil affa irs, is a rupt yet at 
the back of your mind the 
prospect of th reuru tr ip 
and f urther'ag ny, looms large, 

T his is n l f ture on 
t r -ins but it needs mention 
be cause it is one of the major 
tria ' that t rav llers , osr'y 
Tarni 's, on the longest j iurn y 
in Sri Lanka h we t enduore. 
It will probably be so for the 
next 30 years un~i l the coae es 
become obs lete and are reo 
placed. 

Ee'arn is the main topic of 
conversa ion in every home 
and ~t b every individual you 
ta 'k to . N~ o ne ta lk of vio.. 
lence nor believes nor wan t 
vioenee. Some f eci that if 
no th ing is done, then violen: 
will be rhe f ll-out of that 
inertia , Even the you 'h you 
talk to wou'd hwe pref red it 
other . . There wa u 
miy in op posing th p n 
con cept of manipulators and 
pol it i c I rnanouveri n . 

iltih::~~:a;?;iCr~ar~f.ai 
traying their race for their 
personal gain. but this has 
un ired the mljority of Tamil 
people even more". 

INTERNATlO~AL ISSUE 

It is noloV an established f IC 
that this Tamil-Sinh'!l i uc 
i no more a internal rob
lem . it h 1 be; me n inte r
nationll issue. A very rellab e 
so urce sa id that cert in coun
t ries have agrctd to upp rt 
t h e irs~ru ggle for Eelam, others 
a re ,e:tdy to re :ogni c a free 
and independc t Eelam . This 
pe~o n s id thlt I he idea of 
se f·de ·erm iDatinn h d be;ome 
d pr OleJ in t e Tdmil pe 

th De logue� 
( By t ia l 

p le, mor than ever b fore, in 
the Li st two years, "The wes
tern p wers may he p the 
Sinhalese -government but t ey 
do not realise th It you cannot 
conquer an idea with money 
or guns" the source said. A 
farmer I ralke to urged me to 
tell the government to give a 
gu aranteed price for tbe J af f na 
farmer's produce . Speaking 
about Eearn he said that 
marx' t iders were catching on 
in J ffna au se " the m rxi t 
countries and thei r people had 
sympathy for our cause". 

One fa mily h ho u e 
had been robbed by a sang of 
thieves at night aid bat every 
n ight at 'easr one house 
broken in:o in Jaff'm. The 
pol ice arc unable to track down 
the cu 'pr its lind now they have 
given up. Even if cit izen re
cogn is d or knew the cu lpri ts. 
they will not speak for fear of 
the ir live . 

THE YAWNING AB 5S 
s • 

I made it a point to Visit 
four of Jaf f na' s network of 
Ieiding educational institu
tions. The discipline and 
eagerness in the students made 
a gre it Impresslon. Some of 
tho Ir e b as 
oven . B t conce on 
t reacher's lessons was not 

u f f e n 

""':fll),re'l1\~ wlio: ;n~'V:i i' 
r " y 'a rs 

Sinh-ilese people. With 
advent of I hc Sinhala Only 
Act, the yawning abyss bet\o\een 
the two communities is in:rea
sing dally. He himse f had 
on ly wri ten to a Sinha COle 
friend after IS years. "We 
were the c loseSt of f riends. In 
the past I wou 'd 0 
tuw a or Kandy at the dr p of 
a hat. But no w we have drif
ted apart,' h sa id. He wante 
to re-es t I bli;11 con tact wit h his 
Sinhala frie nds. 

You ca nnot help but meet 
m1ny peop e who .had some 
relat ives or I riends who suff 
ered in the vio lence of 1977. 
At the ck of peo p c' s m inds 

cen tral th me of all religions - " Love thy ne:ghbour as 
thyself and do un'o a th rs as you w0uld w Jnt 

thers to do un 0 you" then there wou 'd be peace, 
harm ny and pro peri!y in this land of our. 

Sri Lank is onc homogenous whole.' II irs 
peoplc are like t he spo kes of a wheel. Damage one 
and you injure th w ole. 

Let ab olute tru h an ju"ti:e revail an he wheel 
of Dha rma Ll surely leld our beloved motberlan d 
to pea:e and prosperity. 

Yo Vc upp3!i am K odb am� 
ratham bhantam Va dharaye,� 
tam oh l m sua!him brumi;� 
ra sm.igglho itaro j JDO {Dhammapada).� 

whos ver pulls backrising anger� 
as a d n ver a roll ing chariot 
hi m I ca :! a chari oteer;� 
Other on ly hold the reillS.� 

On tbis auspious Weslk Day... I t us re:=a' l the one 
(altha' whi::h su m :up our Lord Buddhi 's whole doctrine: 

lbba pappssa akaranlm,� 
Kus "assa upa-ampadj� 
Sa:hitta pariyo dapanam�
Et m Buddhanusasanan.� 

(To Cease from all ev il act ioD� 
To Genera:e all th at is good,� 
To Cle anse one ' s mind;� 
This is the advi ::o� 
Of the Buddh .� 

ohan Pereira) 

Ii the question "are wesafe 
a a race in this country? Will 
our children's blood be spilt 
in the future? A man who had 
a car and a house of his own 
in Co. ornb was forced t J sell 
off and settle in Jaf'Ina. He 
rides an o.d bicycle now and 
does not have the highly paid 
job of two years 010. "It is 
better for me to livc like this 
in dignity than to die in humi
liation in an al ien country" he 
said. Such is the dep:h of the 
hurts and wo s inflictecl- OD 
many people. 

TASK OF THE HO R 

It is in this sphere that m ch . 
needs t done. The wounds 
of he p.ist must be healed. 
The resentments and hate 
m u s t be defused. Despair 
must be turned to hope It is 
easy, when - thc headlines do 
not ledp at us with the pliaht 
of the suffering, to for let 
them. HUl the suf ferers carry 
their s <Us with them, T he 
pam of these scars fuels the 
mi.itancy and spirit of despair 
in many. 

No amount co n tituti n I 
changes and legrsl tion 10 itse r 
can r.so .ve the emotional 
d.lmagc tbat bas used 
On.y a change of heart OD 
bo.n sides c,n, It, is hoped 

ill rise be '-lod the p re
.na..WaJ~· I' d 

bring the ch ... nge I art that 
is needed. 1 h.!t will lift tho 
problem 1rom the dimen Ion 
of 'race against roJcc to a 
"not who i:> li~bt bu t whal is 
f1Jbt" baSIS t 0 quote that 
famous MKA adage. 
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LION F UHU Rese reh oto Re irth� 
Over four decades ago Ruhuna could have been a 

French province before the French Revol ution. 

For the parallel wa s there - the aristocracy 0 r the 
land. the titled and landowning "nobility" , the Muda liyar , 
Muhandirams and Headmen, serving the ir Engli h mas ers, 
trod on the poor peasants 0f Ruhuna, Emancipa'Ion from 
both the white and brown sah ibs was a f ar-of f dream 
for these poor people, scoffed at and humiliated by their 
own people. 

Their men dare Dot wen He organi ed the Lef t 
shir.s, their women could not Movemen t in Rubuna and was 
hw: a jacket on-su.-:h was President of the Suriya Mal 
their plight. Movement with ~ hi h were 

associaed leading Lef t 'ei ders, When they brought their Dr. . M Perera. D r S A. agri :ultural produ ce to the Wickrema inghe and late Mr.
"eekly "po ~a" they \A ere given Ph ilip Gunawardena, one of a raw deal. I ",as Hob on's the harb ingers of the liberationchoke for the m. The aris mov emen t. tocracy named their price, and 
the poor peasants had to sub
mit or pay the penaty, But 
every crisis brings out the hero, By 
the champion, For the poor 
people of Ruhuna it was the D. M. Raj' l'akse 
"Lion of Ruhuna" , O. M. 
Rajapakse, the son of tho 
Ruhuna soil : who decided th at He was associated with every 
this state of affairs could not movement that had as its aim 
go on The peop.e had to be the iberation and emancipa ion
liberated. of the mas e. T he Left 

leaders were prevented f rom The Ruhuna io!k were il'ite
hoding rnee ing in Ruhu na, rate. He established schools 
thugs an d hireli ng of ve led for them and educated and 
interests broke up or disru p' ed taught them to bear respon
su-b gather ings. B t theysibili:y. He instil led in them 
dared not interfere wih mee t

national consciousness and illiS presid ed over by
pride in their OWD ability to 'RajlpakSC.
work out their 0 Nn fu ture. 

To counter !fie unf im~ LIOI
the "pola' he opened his 0 • n 
"po:a" where no victirnisation 
was allowed. The cultivators At the mass mee'Ing in 
got thei~ clue. Galle Fa ce, Colombo, over the 

Br icegird 'e <ff iir, Rajapakse
T1ie Sahibs of both shades, the Lion of Ruhum, roared in 

whi :e and brown, took notice , ful throat aga inst the im
Here was a new danger to perialists.
their pnvileged positions. 

He spent hi entire fortune 
on h is campaign to em ncipate 

COUNCIL the peasants of Ruhuna, In 
f act when he d ied in 1945 his 
an cestral homo as underS" when he came forward 
mortgage. as acand ida e for the Harnban

tota sear in the I'J 36 General 
He established s-hoots, comEle ctions for the State Council, 

men -ed the renovation ofthe full force of capitalist an d 
M ulkirigala Raja Maha Viha re reactionary power, fin mce and 
helped the pe -san'ry to arneithuggery was heaped on him. 
ora'e iheir co ndi tion by tear ing Both Rajapakse and hi wife 
thi k jungte IIreas and s.artEmallD, popu arly known by 
cu ltivat ion on them, bu ilt andall as Mamma, travel ed by 
made lhem a:u:e:y poliricallybullock cart to outlandish and 
co ns: ious. inac(essib e rural area s during 

their e 'e -;tion campaign, houn Not on ly as a politician but
ded a~ every turn by the aris also as a poet of great learn
tOCf;1cy. the tit:ed and the ing and a-:h:evemenr, he 
powerful forces of the offi.-:ht '

d 're ~ted his ta 'en's towards the 
dom. He had been hlrasSed liberat ion movement. As his 
and tormen ed at every tum widow Mrs. Ema in Raj"lpakse 
before and had been produ::ed on 'e re:alled "my la te husband 
before the Court more than 32 

W ;l a patron of arts and 
times. Iite ra' ure He gave aU'hors 

and poe severy en':Cluragement.The peasants. for who se 
He revelled in their comp 'nyemancipat ion he bad campaign
and held regu'a r dis :-u ,ions ed relen t e sly, voted him in 
wi:h them" . He was Presiwith la l d:,'idc )2,000 majo
den t of the A:I-Ceylon Poets' rity as their member f or 
Co ngress. Hamhantota in the State 

Coun ; il. Even while t e The people of Ruhun1 held
resul : were announ:ed the ir th e n a m e of D. M.
hero, R Ija p I k ~e, the Lion of R 'lj lpakse in h igh es·eem. 
Ruhuna. a tehind belTS. When he died in 19~5 hi 

brother 0 A. Raj 'paksc wasThe colour he cho e f r the 
returned to the Ha mban to ta e'e;thm s wa Ku rakkan brown, 

,tt without a con:est. the colour of the soil and its 
produ e. Th e Rajapakse rf Ruhuna 

There was no stopping Raja will Ion be remembereJ for 
pakse n w. Until h IS del h genera' ion • most of a\l 0 M 
on May 18. 19 j 5. the Lion of Raj Ipakse t he pioneer free
Ruhuna was their ch lmpion dom f igh:er f l>r rhe up liftment 
and he was re turned to Stale an d even ual em ncipation of 
Coun::il on every o: casion. the people of Ruhuna. 

WHAT happens pfter desth? 
s the hum an soul born again 

in a different body? D r. 
Satwant Pasricha lind Dr. 
Vinodha Murthy a re part fa 
team of researchers, who ha ve 
stumbled on starting data. 
Over a period of three ye In , 
80 cases of "rein .arnancn" 
have come to light, mostly 
among children, in India. 

T he researchers hw e bee n 
specia lly tr ained in the brand 
of methodo'ogy of Prof Ian 
Stevenson of Virginia niver
siry in the US, whose inves
tig uion spe irheaded the 
spiruual and psychi research 
movement in Ameri ca. He is 
the author of two books
"T\Aenty Cases Suggest ive of 
Rein carnation " & "Ten Cases 
Sugges tive of Reincarnation." 

When researchers spot a case 
they first make contact with 
the fam ily. ymptoms are 
examined in the person cla im
ing to re member his or her 
birth and details of f, lm ily 
histo ry, an re rry and medical 
records are s nned an d 
recorded. Behaviour patterns 
which do DO fit in with the 
pre cot person l li:y are singled 
ou t for f urther scrutiny. 

Murth y. who is at the 
Oep rtm ent of Cl ini. al Psy
chology at he National 
Iastitute f Meotal ea I a nd 
Neur o-Sc' ences in Bangalore, 

. i 

who was born into an orthodox 
Brahmin farni .y but suddenly 
erupted one d .y with a recipe 
of a non-veg etarian dish. The 
hocked parents ima in she 

had pieked up details of 
culinary ski'! from some non
Brahmin nei ghbours. But the 
strange sym pto ms persisted. 
She began cleani n lavato ries 
like a town-up woman would 
covering her mouth w th an 
improvi ed veil. A little later 
he affirmed that she did not 

belong to her present pa rents. 
She ta lked f a hou e near a 
railway line Yo here she had 
actually lived . Researchers 
cross-checked her u terances 
and were able to locate the ite 

f her "previous life. " She 
told them \\ hat her Dame had 
been an d investigators dis
covered lha t a young woman 
by that name hJd been run 
over by a train some years ago. 

Diffi~ u l t Process: But the 
investigation was not comp lete. 
Researchers h d to unleash the 
child into The environment of 
her past life and ob~el ve h r 
rea ctions. She not only remem
bered persons corre :t by 
their names but a lso reve lied 
a memory lor the nooks whe re 
he had stowed away eer ain 

possessions. unknown evcn to 
her f amily me mbers. 

The process of gathering 
ir f orma'ion was a lon g Bnd 
d iff icu t one . Persons who 
cou 'd converse in the innu
mer:lb e lo:a l diale~ts had to 
be recruited . The colle :t ion of 
ma 'cria l and follow-up took: 
Posricha over three ye.1rs ao d 
invo'ved Tra:klng th .ough in
hospitab' e terr.Jin and wading 
through mi 'es of d"ta co llec
cd from subjc ~ ts who were 

not always communicative. 

Sa id Murthy: " Tn the beg :n
ning we adverli ed but received 
a de :ugc of response which 

made it di f f icult to sift the 
genu ine from rhe fra udulent 
cases. Now we have developed 
contact who rel ay informa tion 
to us. " 

By 

Mayah Balse 

Of the 80 cases, 77 have 
been culled fo r fma l analysis. 
T b ugh the age group ranges 
from five years to 35 years. 
the majoriy a re chi dren. 
So me f these cases have been 
segregaed by Pasricha for her 
thesis on ch i'dren who seem 
to provide " !iving proof" f 
relncarnarion. Detailed fnfor
rmtion and f ully vcrified case 
histories of chidren be o w 15 
years f orm tho core of this 
in'eresting work in the pre pa
ration of which Murtby as 
guided Pasricba, 

Case stud les are kept con f i
den tia I. During S evenson' s 
e ir'l er research. journal ists 
bad got bo ld of specifi c f cts 
and the " reborn" Mridu lla 
had been beseiged by reporters 
who made her life miserable, 
1 he reserache rs we-e unwilling 
to court t bat risk again. 

T O R T U RE 

turns out to be an outright 
hoax . But we hav e fo und it is 
the adul ts who lend to tell lies 
and not the child ren. t · Th is 
may be one reason Why chi 'd
ren have been chosen f or the 
work. Also, the lingering me
mory of a previous ife is 
more prono un "ed among the 
young I t i seen to f ade as the 
chi d grows older and tho 
stra ins ('If the present life exert 
themselves. 

Some 1 rents t reat such 
children with abject cruelty, 
fl oggi ng them to du'I their 
mem or es o r tyin them to a 

heel and rotat ing it at fast 
pace. " Th ese tort ures are quite 
common," said M u r th y, 
"espe .ial'yam ng the i'litera'e 
rural mas ses who ~be l eve it 
perhaps 10 me k ind of 
possession. ut in possession. 
th chi d d isp 'ays r e u iar 
syrnp'oms and spell» of con
sciousness dur ing inermittent 
trance states when he seems 

(Continued on page S) 
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pop ido ls r 0 u s e 'etharaic 
Lanka f rom her deep sleep. 
Recently I to'd a group ofCultur� Iluti n young adul:s about a howler 
by Arjuna of Asian Diary 
f a m e, conrering Rasputia 
and Carberlne the Great••• you 

By sec even Homer nods; "Ah, 
t -e lover of the RussianIn S i� a }eg"tbeswari N..gendran 
Qu een:' they slid kno'Nin. 
the po p song b y "heart 1 
"But it was Dot CatherineIt is becom ing a pparent that the world is living i " an� sun. Even the Ho'y Bible has the Gre i t who," 1 said, "had 

p3S ages of purest pornograpy age of Gerontocracy I Govt. of old men. J We are being� her 0 -n palace Guard of 
an d patriarchal Just. Shakes hm dsome young off'i .ers; and 

governed by the g racefully ageing the old and wise. Sri pea re's plays and poe t ry, she lived a hundred yea r s 
unexpurgated, are as explicit before Rasputin '! ..hy don tLanka, . In.dia, ~ ~hin8, and now Ira n have gone tha t w ay. as any modern film or book. you write to the Editor ' and 
But they arc no t spuriousThe a w e- ins piring Ayatolla h Khomeini c ombines charisma� tell him to publish the facts: 
like the pop cu I ure of 10dJy, be always says that f act.

with crusading a rdour In his clamorous, r uthles pi ns f or whi h is beinu so superb.y are so sacred. " I 'It rate to 
imitated by Sri Lankans. h im twi.e but he won'ta Holy lsi mic e mpire. 

publish it" . "Why, is he so
So me wit once said that scared of Arj una? surely this He doe s not leave a single During the last twenty or mass medi a is obsessed� with sophistica'ed peop'e wi t h chap can t be S'l strong asstone un turned in his search� thirty years amazing re rch il'g sex, and they S1Y - : that's money and time colle ct 0 d all that, thou h he is got thefor roadies of American im� methods have been made. what. thc peo ple wan t. T he Mas-ers and acquire youn same m me a Krishna's friendperialism. A me ricans revel in� Today' s chi dren are f Ir more !" edlca l te rm f or sexual organs mi..tresses! It works the ot her And he is ,iving wrong inforinstant coffee; K homeini pre� f ortunate t han their forbears 10 genera l is gen italia; the way too: old mistresses find mati on; shall we' notify thefe rs instant execution and says� in having world attention la trendy one may not kno w that young lr ves ho in t ime Russian embassy? They won'tthat defen::e law yers de ay the� vished on them by UN ESCO word, Genitocracy, Human g row rnasterfu' and manipulate like t he ir history being dis-orcourse of quick justi ce.Todays� and other Wor'd bod 'es inte have to de fy something, they t hem with m isterty skilll Sri ted by A s ian s, or evenhe .dlines: .. Khomein i lashes� rend in child we.f ue. The ~lnno l have a vacuum ! If it Lanka's mimics could well Lankans" . Don't man, itout at U S.A." rem inds me of� West and the Far East have rsn t God It ha to be wo rk learn from the B.B,C. ,� wa r d might lead to an intem at ional the Spani h priest at the Holy� gifted books. films, edu :a sports, music. drama. liera- servi ce w h i c It a wakens us incident.' So we shall waitInquisition murmuring to him� tional and sports equipment, ture. fo~d , ~ inting, sculpture, before dawn with the rineing and sec, f or. as Dryden said:se.f': " O ur rela tion are being� musical Instruments and scho mountameenng, government, midnght chimes of Londo n's " AII, all of a piece throulhoutstra ined to the utmost." wh le� larships of atl kinds to aid tao guru, fl owers animals . birds Big Ben ... then ~ e listen to Thy cha se had a Beast in vic\\<;he ordered his unf'orum te� tented youngsters in Sri Lanka. o.r the hu man body. the ta les of woe and war, Thy wars brought norhngsecond cousin to be stretched� all told in measured tones of a bout; Thy lovers were a.l on the Rac k.� The an cient epi ce of Greek d i nified world-weariness. untrue,WESTERN INFLUENCE and Hi ndu civilisat ion cele�

I have noticed that racial brated the beauty of love At six 0 ' clock the throbb� Tis we'l an o'd a lei spride, relgious fer-our and� and.abound in sexual imager/ ing Kandvan drums herald
At the same time the young� out. And time to be.in a DOW.bloodshed often blend in dis� Su pture and painting are full the dawn of a ne III Dharmista 

pre exposed 10 the worst ascordant symphony, bringng of it all over the� war d: d ,ly. Plummy chummy voi.es DRYDEN: THE SECULAR 
pe -ts of Western 'materialism forth chaos, dea :h and desola� there 's noth ing new under th~ and the screamins songs of MASQUE.
and deiaden 'e. H aving been tion. We have seen this hap
like 1he rare, modest. moun tainpening in I n d i a whenever 
blocm born to blus h unseen, fanatics of Hinduism and 
this serene is'and has row been Islam confr- nt and clash 

with one another. The Jews atapulted i n t a pan-oramic . Research into Rebirth .. .. .. 
vis-asof tourism and television.and Christians fought and 
As I 've said before. TV ,s not (Continued from P. 4)fell into continuing hostility 

during the first few centur� an unmitigated evi ; neither 
normally tuned to his environ ies follow ing the crucifixion� is it indisrensable, as our Dew 

of Jesus. In El'lgland after� ri ch and our feudal lords and ment. In 'rein-:arnation' the 

Kin, Henry Vlll broke away� lad ies seem to think. In a way behaviour pattern is ~ODl j Export Q uality Garments
TV docs away with serious DUOUS."from the church of Rome 

and founded the Anglican� th ink ing. Who in Lanka wants 
to th ink anyway? All we want The cyc'e appare nt 'y f oil ws church. m -ny Cuho 'ic monas� For Fashionable Ladiesis fo od, c lothing. homes, cram� no defini 'c r-attern. Forteries "ere pl undered a nd ins-an-e, ca es have been recorfamilies ruined or massacred� shop and entertainment. Po li

ded f rom among Mus ims and as Papists, with the king's� ticians ha :e thinker. Look Seeing is Believing 
what happened to Socrates, in� Christians who do not geneapproval. Even today man y 
o'd Aibens- Oi sidents , in tel� rally believe in the phenomena Catholics ins ist tb at the Lad 'es Ptd Cotton Skirts SS 00lecnnls, and rebels today� though the rna] ritv sti ll original St. Pe:e " s. Ro man� arc Ladies Pain Dresses 95,00tortured o r liquidated.� appear from H indu familiesch urch is the sp iritu al home� 3(10. Ladies Viscose Dres swho do , Sex is a so interof the one true faith. Lad le� 150.00 Most peo ple are pleased change!bel rom one life to Corduroy Skirts 

Ladies Calton Skirts 95 00 with all the cabarets. songs and� the n -xt A study of sev ral Ye t nowadays the Christi  Ladies Te ·/ Cot. Short Nighties 52.50 ci rcuses now in ci rculation, at� cas s has shown that a sudden ans fear the force of mil itant Ladies Te t/Cot Long Nighties 95.00 a pr ice of course. On ly f resh� and vio I nt d -ath is a precursorI 'amic brotherhood more� Lades Co itan Short 1'1 ignt ies 29,50 a ir is f ree, and that to 1 will� o f " r d ncarna tion" l'ut v n than the He Ivenly f ire of I 

Ladies Te t/Cot. Bed Jackets 45.0U soon be rue and rationed at� ~ re, it is di f fi cu t to Senera· Judaism. In Sri Lanka too� Ladies Long Ho sc;oats 95.00 the ra:e the environment is� IJZ~.rabid racists have caused Lad ies Sha n Blo uses 50 1'0 being poUu ed . Horror stories dark clouds to ga the r on the� La di~ Emb: Blouses 85.00 Upwards of nu:lear Ie ks have co me hi :herto clear ho rizon. Like Ladies Te t/Cot . Ptd.B1ouses &t rue . • e.g. the Har isberg MYS T E R Y M ark Antony in Ju lius Cae  Plain� 3900nu:!ear reactor on three mile� .. 
sar, they manipulate the V ld ies Fl annel Blouses 45 .00 island in Pennsylvania. Themanifold emot ions of th e� A surprising f act Lad ies Cotlon B'ouscs 55.00 "0,radio-active gases re ~ eased byf ickle crowd. We too have� V ld :es Cut-Work B ouses 9~ 00 the massive eak are said to be� is tha t all the 80 ca es dis- .. 
o u r quo ta 0 f Khomeinis ,� Ladles Corduroy Blouses 125,00 Upwa rds d rofting north .\ard, waLed 00 overed re ·ent yare from three 
G add:lfis. Dengs, T itos , Bre

the ris ing breeze.� states - Uttar Pradesh, Rajas Ladles Vis_o rse B.ouses 95.1 0 ,.
zhne"s and DesJis arrogan tly th In and Madhya Prade h. Ladies Waist Coat� 75 00 ..
spout ing con rad ictory state Soo n we shall sec genet ic Murthy said Ihis cou ld be L, d ies Ptd Dressing Gowns 20 '.00 
men:s at every public mCt ting. Ladies mb Kurulhas 105.00 mutation. 8 S happened lI f er be~a u sc therc were more vio·� 

Nag1saki l'nd H irosh ima. 'ent deaths in these areas. An· Ladies Ba ik Wraparound Trouser�
To coun'e ract the ex plo~ jve 

A re 'dy we (Ire being contami · ot her reason could be that Skirts� 225 ro 
effe :ts of aggressive elements 

nated by mass-produ-:ed glS research in the Jl orlh has cen Ladies COlton Skirts 55.00
who want to unleJsh the dogs 

and garbage fro m ndio net·� go ing on for mu:::h longer and of war, cer tain well. meaning� Manipuri nees 175.r O Upw 'rdsworks, f ,un g in our f acos, an d� peo p e therefore know whom groups are ad vo::ati ng univer·� Brocade Sarees 350.00 Upwards in 0 our unresisring e rs and� to contact \\ hen su :::h cases sa l lo \e-the on ly sn"g is there� Viscos« Vertei with Gold Borde r brain s. Tawdry fi ms full of� come to light.8re so many types Ilnd forms� Sh irt & Shawl 14 ',noblood and sand an d ~ex ex::ite of love and the young need� In spi 'e of much work be· Visdosc Verti With Shawl ' 144.00the curi osity of ignorant and guidan.e in this. bovlQe youngsters. TV's in 'er· ing done on the subje :t , noth�
n3tional lentac'es can bring ing conclusive seems to have� Air • Conditioned (Showroom Ithe wo r 'd nnd the ga laxy into� been cs tabli hed . Pasri ~ha' DE CEN C Y 
our home5 jf we h ,ve the� thesis ne ither pre 'ends to pro
mon yl and leisure to enjoy it.� v ide defini 'e proof Dor claims� 

that the data it con tains is� Ed uca'ion is me1nt to instil Hirdaramani Ltd.Thanks to instant communi 'e xhaus live and representative. ' in hu mans" the es sence of de
cen-:y, de :orum, dis:ipli e and� cation via the mass media a Life af:er life at least for 

common sub :: u ~ tu re known as� severa l )ears to come, II ppe - rsself-rc<; 'rain', from the edrliest� Chatham Street, Fort. Tel: 25456- 7- 8
Genito::racy is growing wild� denned to be a mystery th at days of infan-:y; in nurseries 
all ovcr the world today; the� will lax milny minds, of l 00d homc" and schools, 



6 

\ 

THE INDEPENDENT JUde l st, 1979 

tr e 
ory of 
ce riots 
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It w after mid - day that were cooking that n ight, by 
Sirisen c .me r ack to the the Ma 'watu Oya. We stea'
gypsy e mpment. He found thily walked up to about f ive 
Thangarnani f r.st as'eep by the fathoms of the lot a d shot 
baby in the hut. She W I them down . One f the sma ll 
stre'ched out partly on the Tam il fe ' lows began to scream 
spotted deer pelt and partly on bu t William Aiya, qu icky 
the bare ground. . There app sent h im to hell by smash ing 
eared to be a tinge of sorrow hIS head ith stone." 
or bitterness in her face, which 
he noticed, Was it sorrow or 
bit iernessi' He could no t defin NOTWOR H THE 
it even to himsef It was on y 
a flash of a thought whether TROUBLE 
it was sorrow. but the next 
instant, it was replaced by an 
anxiety as to what they were to "It was worthnot our 
do. How was he to take this trouble, or, the two cartrid es 
young woman, to safety? that Wije used." William 

Aiya added wilh a curse.
Cou'd she s'and the strain "They had only about a mea

of walk ing through mi les and s of ri tied Up i an old
miles of jung'e? He went out rag and the man had eighty f . d la a t t l three centsof a pa 'u tree, cover ing h is Mist."fa ce With his arm to keep off 
the glare of the heat around. "Thev must have been the 
The gypses were striking peasant cultivators in the 
camp the next morning, he Galakkaray area, who were 
had been told. They were paupers:' Cbarlis . another 
some distance from Anuradha man said. "I remember how 
pura. The gyps'es had "aid some of th se fellows used to 
that they wer about 'en hours come ' 0 me f or f f ty cents 
travelling on foot from Anu worth of 'cor[al' every evenin,.
radhapura, Cou d there be I used to g ·vo them small 
danger at Anuradhapura to ? doses of 'embalm' and they 
Surely, in the Sacred City, the liked the stuff very much, 
Tamils cou d expect sanctuary, You should have caught Rama 
he thought, as he fell asleep M udala' l and his brother and 

you wou 'd have been the 
winner of':a S\\CCp.' 

CHAPTER 8 
"Rama Mudalali and his 

brot her escaped with the aid of 
Sinhqlese tra itors," Wijepa'aClose to the Twin P 'n ds at 
repl ied in a to ne of utterAnuradhapur;', there was just 
di!\gu t " We threw the b d ies ooe ·eakiosk.open for bUliil1t ss. 
of the demal u in!o the MalAbou' f'lur or five men were 
watt u Oya, to be certa in that sea'ed inside, dis~ussing the 
some treacherous po ' iceman events of the last few day s. 
will no t hav a cha ce to 

"The Tamils must be got incriminate us ." 
rid {'If, once and for' all," 
Wijepa'a, a swarthy bi. made 
man, said . "They have b en THE CONSTABLES 
our heredit~ry enemies and� 
even the authorit ;es h ~ve given� 
instruct ions to the Police not� In an other boutiq e. in the to prosecute those who k ill Ne w Town of Anurad ap ura them . In Po lonnaru 'a, al l the two c.'nstab were at tableparademallu have been wiped discussing the t roubled situa· 
out. " tion. PC Perera h ~d been to 

a schoo l in G al e but h hadWije;->ala was a well kn own 
been compelled to give up bischaracter amidst thecrimioa 's 
studies nnd seekin Anuradhapura. He was employment 
when bis father d ;ed oC aabout 30 lind had spent a fair 
sudden il1nes leav ins him to number of years of his youth 
look after the f am ily. Heinside the Anuradhapura Prison 
wa ambitious and wan ted to 

"Wil'iam Aiya and I have be promo'ed as a sergea nt 
already done our bit for lhe so that he could get married 
cause of the Sinhala Lan wilh a litt! m Dey a then 
!U?ge," con 'inued Wijepa'a Jive his younger sister in 
"Two nights a!o we caught marr iase. P.C. Sum anadasa, 
some TamilS in the jungle in the othe r man h l d about 
the Galaklcara are l. There 15 years serv ice but he W1S 

were fnur of tbe:n , husband , ju st ab 'e to write ou t his 
wife and two ch ild ren . They sillnat ure. He h1d no am
had run away to what they bitions. He knew that he wou ld 
thought was a safe pla:e and end up 81 a constable and 

was quite contented with To prevlllt further a rgument the others searched the house, 
his lot. and a lso embarassing questions Then there was a genera I cry 

coming from PC Perer I , of exu 'tation as a couple of 
" Our Inspector is a fine Sumanad isa, in a superior men dragged out the terrified 

ma n, no Ra lahamyP" said t, ne advised his you n g woman. I [ was quick 'y deci
PC Perera. " I was afraid that colleague to wait t ill he was ded that the 'Tamil woman' 
the Army fellows might hav e married and hav i ng ~ children, shou d be s hot forth" iih,
suspected that the refrigerator bef ore he raised questions Then the wife of the Sinha
had bee" removed before the aboutpoli:e duties and such lese Officer fell on her knees 
house of the I r r ig a t i o n usele s matters as f owls. Th at clutching the feet of the rabble 
Engi neer caught fire." c ' inched. whatever may have leader, one of her husband' s 

led to Iuriher argument. labou rers, and pleaded thtt
" What non sen are you they cou d shoot her that

talking about?" replied PC ins ant, instead of the expec
Sumaoad . " How do y·'u T H E RESEARCH STATIO N tant mother. Even the hearts
think that In pe ctor cam e to of the beasts who hid gat-be in th a po Ition, if he did hered there were moved by
not koow how to plea h is 

The Agricultural Research this appeal. The m n atsuperiors and ' polis tactics '? 
Station at Maha I lluppa ama whose feet the wife of thitWhen we set fire to the 
w IS in the h mds of the offi ial was ).t pleading on house the ' prlS' was a lre ady 
labour (CI rce . The Sinha'a her knees, looked around .in the bungalow of the IlIs
st nior of fi ers had e ither ru n like a Roman conqueror de .ipector, T he Irrigation Engi
away or ock emselves ding on the f ate of a mighty neer and his wife were well 
in their bungalow. Som v.,---,b_U_l vanq uished foe p 'ead inlthat side of Va un iya and 
the T a m il off icers who or I ~ A fe w eledthere was no one else about 
happened to be among the out. " A life for a life. e'"as we are enf orc ing the .. ff h d ht h . shoot the Sinhala traitor, Curf ew ve ry strictly. The radio junior sta a s ug snerer instead of the Tamil woman",·
in the junge. The wife ofand the books were aloin 
one of the clerical hands a me -ning the officia l who hadthe house when the Army 
Tami l, he IVy with chid was befriended her , men cam to pu t out the 
hidden in the ba:hroo m of a fire, so the c 0 u I d not 
Sinhala Off icer, who Jived in suspect anything,' " You can do what you
the premises with his fami ly. like with me , but why shou d 

you want to kill that harm
less perso n]" 

By A . M. Hettiarac hchi 
Thi remark f rom the offi

cer who was- yet against the
A well known Journalist who in hi introduction says: wall with a loaded gun pres

"This book does not claim to be exhaust ive nor does it mention sed in:o his stomach, made 
incidents during the communal disturbanes of '58 in other those men, who were preend
parts of this country, as my intention was to put down only ing to hide their own deg 

dation under a c loa k ofwhat I experienced and witnessed myself. The North Central 
patriotism, squ'rm They were

Province where I served as a newspaper correspondent for about Sinhalese wi hout a semblance 
20 years, was the area worst affe-te in 1958. No post of manhood, wit hout feeling 
mortems or magisterial inquests, as requi red by the laws of our bu t tl a of h le o The tODtI 

in hich rha ell} rk w s 
a ,e r easm an deaths, cou'd be put d wn to 2 rs Inc'udes the :ve 

the urer lndifference to the
kil'ed by Police firing at Polonnaruwa and the eleven men who fa:t that in a split s : nd h 
fell on the- Pathviya Road, when a bren gun was opened on cou'd b sent to eternity, 
them af.er they had abjectly surrendered. shoo ked the pseudo patriots. 

"Let us lerve this pariah 
"Taking the 'frig' is qui'e Early in the morning about to be dealt with by others,' 

a d fferent matter to ste .l ing the end of that fat e f u I the man " i h the gun shouted 
fowls of Tami's by the polie.' month of May 1958, a num ber out derisive 'y, as he took the 
PC Perera replied in rather of armed men walked up TO gun off the off i ·ia ', ,·It's a 
concili ory tone. They h d the bung l'OW oC this pa rticular sh me for the Sinhalese to 
been w med that if anyo ne off icer. demand ing any Tamil shoot cowards like th is dog, 
spoke about what the polie hidden in the hou -e to b but if you .ove your wfe 
wert! doing, in Anuradhapura, pUI out imrned laely, They and chi dren , dr ive the Tamil 
tb t person wa bo und to g were armed witb guns, kauies woman our of the house," 
it in the neck. liThe danger, lie added as the r a b b I e and c'ubs. T he Off icer came 
Ral hama y, is tha the r i b turned aw y. in se:ucb of newon to the verandah and ex
Tamil man whose Cowls were pastures and victims.plained to the r .tbb e that 
robbed by our boys at Saliya the re were no Tami's in his 
-pu m ly be hJvi ng rela'iv s ho use. One of b is labourers 
who are senior Poli 'o Off i pl\ked a loaded gun info rhe TO BE CO TI NUED cer . He may co mpla in to pit of his s:omJcn and held 
t bem ev later on , af ter these him against the wall, \\-hi e 
troubles are ovel'" . 

"Yoll are a fool, pu~ha , " 
the 0 ; d e r PC told him 
sympathe;i:a ' iy. "The Tamils 
are fini hed. You have a lot 
to learn about the work in 
the Po lice. When we go for T HE 
inq uir 'cs, t ke mo ey f rom 
both the complain nt and th 
accused party. From the com I T E ATIONAL 
plai nan to file a p I a i n t . 
From the aceu not to fi e 
p 'aint. Then v.c wait t ill onC 
party is killed and f ilO pla int CI TI ZE 
again t fh other. And what� 
a re fo wls? We bad a good� 

ARRIVES IN SRI LANKA feed and Ih In pe ~tor too k� 
five Wh i'e leghom hens and� 
a cockbird for re ring at Citizm Watches, In wid ~ range� 
home. Where is the time fO� of elegantly designed ladies' and ~ents'look af·er f owls? Can you� 
imaginCl ou r Inspector report� models.
ing to the ASP that a larg e ,� 
number of fowls, sa id to be� 
costly, have been brought to� ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT 
the Po lice Stati n fro m the� 
Ta mil man' s house? prole:� ALL GOOD \VATCH STORES
ting pr iva 'e proper 'y does not� 
mean f o .s a -;CMd ing to the� 
ordinan,;e, man."� 

PC Perera was stum ped, 
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KLIE� ..,.. 
o th� R i ch Su sidise� 
e 

The erm subsidy is a mis
usage, in the sense that it has 
been hitherto used in Sri Lanka 
in connection with the rationing 
system f or the gener a l p ubl ic 
at c nt lied prices.) 

The statement that there is a 
subsidy has impli ed hitherto 
tha t the rich (who work) sub
sid ise the poor twho do not 
work)? The truth is in f act 
the opposite. 

One must examine the nature 
of the economic relations in a 
co untry in its~entirety. in order 
to determine the nature of 
what is meant by a subsidy. 
T he rich in fact to do not 
subsid isej he poor It isthe poor 
who sub sidise the rich. 

THE WORKER 

Capitalists become capitalists 
by virtue of their ability to 
extract surplus value .' from 
workers, For instance,5o wheu 
a worker is paid Rs. 10 a day, 
you will find that in fact he 
produc m uch more va lue 
than ten rupees. Often, it can 
be even ten times more value. 
The worker is thus being 
robbed of his sweat and toil. 

Of course, all kinds of 
arguments will be used by bou
rgeois economists and business
men to justify and explain this 
state of affairs. They will say 
that capital need only pay the 
'market value' of labo ur. They 
argue that if the market value 
of labour is only Rs. 10, then 
that is what should be paid. In 
fact we find that the Rs. 1O,or 
whatever, is totally insufficient 
f or survival prec ise ly because 
the greater part of the value of 
labour is stolen through this 
legal process itself . In short, 
the workers are tbeing conti
nuo usly robbed.' of their due 
share of wealth created by.the 
capitalist ,classes. 

PEASA TI 

The same th ing is true of 
the peasant. He is underpaid 
for his produce by the midd le 
man. Costs of his inputs 
(which come from the city) 
h \je increased. What he saves 
in good harvests is- of ten 
expended the next year in 
sheer survival and cost increases 
The system conspires somehow 
to rob his fairweatber surplus. 

His poverty is f urther ex
pl Heel by all kinds of para
sites from the city. Even the 
so-ca lled 'subsidies' that are 
given to him by the State are 
nowhere near sufficient. Like 
the worker, therefore, the 
peasant al so subsidises his 
riel er ity and village coun
terparts. But in common 
parlan e, it is often sa id 'that 
the peasant is subsidised by 
the State. 

character. 
B y 

At this moment of time. apartPoo Nawaz Dawood� from the limited option protect 
-ing our small industries and 
giving some perks to national 

ph raseology about a ju st T he NP government has� ld countries can at least reduce indu strialist, there is little else 
made much noise abou t how so ciety, will ultimately lead to the impact of imper ialism. By Th ird Worjd countries can do 
sub idies are supposed to have econ omi 'justice' for a few, usi ng protect ive tariff s, Thi rd in that sphere, a ' revolutionary
rui ned Sri 'Lanka. T hey have (p erhaps 100, 00) at great cost World countries keep away the alternat ive apart-�
cla imed tha t the pol icy" of to tbe rest of the 14 million. co ld imperialist win ds.� 
'granting ' state subsid ies whic h T be UNP would have, thereby� 
was faithfully f ollowed for satisfied i ts class foundation For these thirty years.we� INDEPENDENT
the la t thirty or forty years and backbone, the comprador su rvived with bad colds. The� 
is a policy which m ust be done bo urgeois class. One must ord inary people will soon suff� NATIONAL ECONOMY 
away with, and they are con expect [any po litica l party to er f rom pneumonia as a result� 
tin uing to implement that line seek tolfulfi l its obligations to of the open door policy. AND FTZ� 
of thinkmg. The tate, how its real supporters. And so the� 
ever, in t he last 30 year NP mu t be expected to� 
is controlled by the 'havest satisfy its rea l suppor ters.� The rich in� fac t do not sub
whi le the 'h ave-net s' vote. T his� 
is like throwing th baby out� sidise the poor. It is the� poorwit h the bath wate r.� CO ST OF LI VING 

T he UNP's policy is to� w ho subsidise th~ rich. 
settle our local pri es at an On e ot her aspec t of this 
equ ilibrium with the local policy of import liberalisation 
market price levels. We shall and exchange liberalisatio n , COMPETIN G F OIB LES Th mo t obvious way out of 
come to that later.� is al ready been felt by the the impend ing economic crisis 

is agricultural self reliance and 
the gearing of a great portionIt is sheer madness to even to 

The term subsidy is ami s make attempts to compete with� of the national industrial eff
ort toward helping agricultural the industrial products of the 

usage i nth e sense that i t has advanced technological count production in order to-build an 
independent national economy.des. Such attempts betraybeen hitherto used In Sri Lanka The production in the FTZ,lack of understanding of impe
apart from salaries paid (whichin connection with� the rationing rialism itself .They further 
are also very low) will unqushow that the belief in freesystem for the general public at trade competit ion as a panacea� es ' na Iy be of an exploita
ti e ature. Sri Lanka may gainfor our ills is not only boorish.controlled prices. staisticaliy by F T Z productbut plain stupid. The only 
ion but in fact it will lose as away in ~hich we can compete 

at this stage of our history is cou ntry. 
WE LFARE SOCIALI SM people, and that is, the rising The government seems deterto invite foreign multi nationa 

cost f'actor, This policy is at� mined to follow 'the exportcorporations to produce in this ======',=� the behest of imperialist fund country and then export. But industrialisation option despite 
intagencies like the IMF andSri Lanka's welfare pol icie:� then, such a policy hardly fits the known dangers of such a 
the World Bank. The same� policy, and the conclusiveha ve reeeived the plaudits of� in to the bill of 'national pro

the world. T he government's� is true of devaluation. The duction's. Loca l production evidence about its devastating 
combined effect of thesea ttempt to put in its place� labels do n t make locally nature. 
poli ies on the of f ical statisSingaporisa tion, in one ho t produced good na tional� in S.L.F!P. NATION 
tics may be adrenaline to some changes the balance violently 
but it is poison to the people. against the poor majority. 
Every man, wom an and chi ld Our standards of liv ing-and 
has f elt this policy in th~li gh we ar ta lking specificall y of 
tening of his or� he r purse the level of living of the 
and the hollow din of theordinary masses-have for long 
pantry cupboard, th at is except been higher than o ther imilar 
the few who have. cou ntri es in Asia. Sociologists� 

and , other similar specialists� 
have referred to this very of ten� 
in their published reports and TRANSCEN D ENTAL� 
findings, and have often� THE MEDIJM TIPPED,recomm ende d such policies for iLEVITATION� 
other countries in the Third� 
World who wi h to work wi th�
in tbe world imperi list frame� LOTThe Goverrnent seems to
work. T he paradox is that ,the work on the basi s� that world RBALLPENUNP is giving up the very market prices, must be accepted 
aspect of our national policy by u .depite its participation in� Forrealwriting pleasure" 
which made life tolerable UN CTAD deliberations! At 
only 'barely even ) for millions least UN CTAD should have

of people in Sri Lanka. It is taught the govern ment that the
therefore, giving up qual ity of entire T hird Wo rld is a t its • The o nly pen with' a stainless at... ,
life f or the majority in order wit' s end about trade practice tip and tungstan carbide ball.to achieve an international andprices which are controlled , 
quality for very f ew .Sri manipu lated and� kept in a • Ensures S MOOTH WRITING 
Lankans. continuo us state of transcen

Available iii BLUE. BLACK &. ~EDdental levitation . It is one way •of describing a phe nomenon 
REFILLS FREELY AVAI,LABLE" TV� known to the world for a long •�

time. It is the latest and mo t� 
deva taring incarna t ion of� 

or instance , by its own imperialism.� Oi t r i but ors 
admissi on even in 1984. there� 
wou ld probably be about 50, If the government does no t use� Shaw Wallac~ & Hedg,. Ltd.
000 T. V. sets for a po pulation trade and customs barriers� 
of 14 mi lli n. TlU will be dtscriminatingly, it opens the� 
and se ill to be, the be-all r nd people ofthis country to greater Manufactured by _� 
end-all of the present way of and more dam aging exploita�

K. G. Indust r ies thinking. T here is no doubt tion by imperialism. Preventive� 
tha t he ultimate result of all measures like thi are st il l the� 
the simmering,high-sounding only way in which T hird Wor
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TV COMES TO S I LANKA
Roving A· ou" d .. ~ Ramble,. 

P.M. as Godfather� 
The Godfather a la Marlon Brando on the local 

screen is a frightening caricature of the Godfathers we 
are used to. Or the Fairy godmother one reads of in 
Aesop's Fables. 

Our images of our Godfathers and Godmothers are 
of kindly people ever willing to dispense anything from 
Candy to cash to their favourite godchildren. 

The Prime Minister turned god father, not the 
Brande type, I am told, when he was motoring down 
from N'Eliya to Colombo during the Wesak holidays. 

Packing picnic bags for snacks and lunch on the 
way, the Premadasa fami~ decided at Welawaya that 
lunch was indicated. So they scouted around lor a 
suitable place to sit down and tuck into the lunch. 

In the wilds of Welawaya such places becoming 
Prime Ministerial eminence do not come easy But not 
for the Sri Lankan Prime Minister. He spied a clean 
looking mud and wattle hut and the Preraadasa family 
stepped in. 

lt turned out to be a chena cultivator's hut. The 
only occupant at that time was the 13 year old daughter 
who quite unaware of the identity of the Premadasa 
family smilingly invited them inside, produced mats 
from within and made things as comfortab le as could 
be in a chena cultivator's ho use. 

She explained her parents were away in the'chena 
and that she cooked and kept house. She was coaxed by 
Mrs Premadasa to partake of the lunch which she 
manifestly relished. But she relished even more the gift 
of some frocks, belonging to daughter Dulanyali who 
herself gifted it to the cultivator's daughter. The frocks 
were in the holiday suitcase. 

But the, Godfather story does not end there Two 
days after the slap-up lunch the chena culti vator and 
his wife wer relaxing in the d u k when a car dr e\ up 
alongside the hut. The family fears were soon allayed 
by the cheerful visitors who dropped two friendly bomb 
shells which had the family tongue-tied. 

Their visitors of two days ago were, they were told, 
the Prime Minister and his family. 

.They were pop-eyed when they heard this. But their 
eyes almost fell out when they were informed that the 
P. M. and his family were donating a Rs 10.000 house 
to them to replace their mud and wattle shanty; 

AIl they could do was to weep unashamedly-tears 
of joy. 

Curiosity among the people has majored into 
active interest in Prime Minister R. Premadasa'sphysical 
fitness and mental alertness after his mini-election 
performance. 

How does the the 55 year old political tdynamo 
keep his engine running at such a furious pace. 

He beats the dawn by an easy two hou s. Even 
before the cocks could crow, his voice resounds through 
telephones and in his San Sebastian Hill office from 
4.30 A. M. 

His flock tell me that he keeps everyone on their 
toes from the first streaks of dawn. Hence a clean city. 
Hence prompt attention to complaits. Hence personal 
forays into wo.k sites to check on progress. 

Where does the trim always clean-shaven, brisk 
Prime Minister draw hisenergy from?Aclosely watched 
diet for one things. Rigid, weH-disciplned habits for 
another. 

Premadas rcwatchers.cand there are quite a number 
of them tell me that he has turned vegetarian He has 
no time for alcohol or cigarettes and save for his lunch 
breakfast and dinner are fruga!. 

Eat less, work more is the'[Premadasa slogan. He 
criss-crosses the island with less effort than a worker 
from Mt, Lavinia and he does not hug a helicopter, as 
Ministers usually do. 

In the last month. T V has 
taken Colombo by storm. 
Though only 'canned' Western 
programmes are being 
teevised at present by the 
privately owned Independent 
Television Network (I TN), 
the desire to OWn a TV set 
has' meant sales have sky
rocketed - so have the prices. 
Despite a reduction in 
Customs duty from 50 per 
cent, to '2 I n per cent, black 
and white TV sets are still 
being ha '.ked for Rs 3000 or 
more while a colour set can 
cost from Rs 6900 to 20,000. 
But prices are expected to 
come down when the Govern
ment imported low priced TV 
sets hit the market later this 
month. 

Th ~ Managing Directors of 
ITN are two cousins, both in 
their early 30s. Ani! Wij-war
dene studied International 
Business and Management in 
Los Ang les. Shan' Wickrema
singhe studied TV Technology 
in London. They combined 
forces to apply for permission 
to start a private TV sta.ion, 
when the Government asked 
interested parties to submit 
applications. 

130th have their roots in 
mass media It was their grand 
father, Mr. D. R- Wijewar
dene, who started Associated 
Newspapers of Ceylon Ltd 
(Lake House). the largest n ws 
paper publishing group in tho 
island. Anil looks after the 
business side of ITN while 
Shan looks after the technical 
aspects. 

In dib e s it may sound , 
there are no other staff at ITN 
at present.Shan manages the 
techn ical aspects by operating 
a 1 V console the size of a 
large writing tab e. The equip
ment is the latest for co our 
TV transmission, and will be 
used for TV transmission of 
the 1980 Olympics. It is fully 
automated and can be operated 
by one person. ITN is the first 
TV station outside the US to 
use this sophisticated equip
ment. 

Pacific Telecommunications 
of USA is assisting ITN to 
obtain the TV programmes 
and has interests in ITN. The 
American company operates 
small TV stations in some 
South Pacific countries and 
Micronesia. 

PROBLEM 

One of the first problems 
ITN faced was when the TV 
station had to be shifted from 
Colpetty, three miles from 
Colombo city, to Pannipitiya, 
in the suburbs just outside 
Colombo city limits. 

This meant raising the 
height of the TV transmitting 
tower from 70 feet, as origi
nally planned, to 175 feet. 
The reason for the shift in 
venue was because there may 
have been delays in construct
ing the tower in Co lpetty, 
due to some misunderstan
dings between an engineer 
representing ITN and the 
owner of the tall building 
where the tower was to be 
constructed. Initial transmis
sion was from a height of 45 

feet which meant that many 
who had TV could not get 
c'e.ir images. But this has been 
rectified now. A tower whi h 
normally takes three months 
to construct has been put up 
in a month by Sri Lankan 
workers. 

Vijitha Yapa 

. 
The TV hardware and the 

cost of setting up the station 
has been in the region of Rs. 
4.5 million. The annual 
licence to operate the station 
costs Rs. 100,000. TV pro
gramm- s for one year are 
expected to cost Rs. Smillion 

With such high costs was 
an independent TV station 
economically feasible? To my 
surprise, the Wijewardenes 
had not worked this out. "No 
one knows how many TV sets 
there are in the country. So 
how can one do a feasibility 
study?" asked Ani!. UNESCO 
predicted after a survey that 
there would be' 10,000 sets 
during the first year but that 
this would grow to 50,000 in 
five years. But present esti
mates place the number of TV 
sets in the country at 10,000 
and a similar number are ex
pected to be sold when the 
G vernment imports cheap 
sets in a few weeks 

Ani! is in the process of 
preparing advertising b r o
chures and trying to get some 
idea of what audiences ·he is 
reaching. At Rs 750 a minu te, 

D 0) ' must be 
offering the cheapest rates for 
TV advertising in the world. 

Though the Government 
charges a licence fee of Rs. 
150 a year for a' black and 
white TV set and Rs. 250 for 
a colour set, ITN does not 
share in any of this revenue. 

The Government TV net
work, a gift from the Japa
nese Government, is expected 
to begin tr a nsmission in 
January 1981. The Central 
transmitter will be installed at 
Mount Pidurutalagala, the 
highest mountain in the 
island. 

No Government has so t:ar 
given adequate thought as to 
what Sri Lankans should do in 
their leisure hours. The few 
cinema halls are nearly always 
full. Secretary to the Ministry 
of State, Sarath Amunugama 
says that when the pre sen t 
Government announced plans 
to shift the capital fro m 
Colombo to Jayewardenepura, 
the first question many people 
asked is how many cinema 
halls there are in the area. 

To prevent TV from being 
restricted to the privileged few 
the Government has ambitious 
plans to have TV sets in as 
many villages as possible. A 
responsible person, preferably 
a science graduate in the vill
age, will be trained in TV set 
maintenance. He will be res
ponsible for the Government 
donated TV set in the village. 
As others in the village acquire 
TV sets, they will be able to 
come to him when repairs are 
necessary, instead of bringing 
the sets all the way to ~the 
nearest city. _. 

Secretary to the Ministry of 
Sta:e, Sarath Amunugama ex�
planed that Sri .Lanka w· s� 
keen to avoid the mistake� 
made by India when the SITE� 

. TV transmission was beamed� 
at Indian villages using the� 
American communication sate�
llite. 

At .any given time in India, 
only 20 per cent cf the T V 
sets used' in thit village 
experiment were found to be 
working," says Mr Arnunu
garna. He say; that the 
majority of the T V sets 
needed only slight repairs. Sri 
Lanka is keen to avoid such. a 
situation. 

For the Government 
perhaps the most importan t 
use will be to show progress 
on the various development 
projects .which have been 
undertaken. The Minister of 
Education wou'd like to use 
T V to teach subjects like 
science, as there is a dearth of 
trained teachers in this field. 

The private T V station has 
not been issued with any 
regulation on what it can and 
cannot show. This has meant 
that ITN has been able to try 
out a variety of programmes 
to test what Sri Lankans 
prefer. "We have been given 
a free hand but it does not 
mean that we are going to 
screen things like pornogra
phic movies just because some 
viewers want it" says Ani!. 
The rrust placed on these 
young men has meant they 
are more careful in selecting 
programmes than if they had 
to go through a censor board. 

Perhaps the most important 
programmes of any TV station 
is tne news section. Anil says 
as for world news, Visnews of 
London have offered Sri 
Lanka their pacific News 
Service. For local news, there 
are no plans at the moment. 

One reason is that they 
want to establish themselves 
and get through all their tee to
ing troub'es before embarking 
on news programmes and local 
productions, The major reason 
though may be that they are 
not keen to get involved in 
politics, an inevitab e factor 
in Sri Lanka, 

Having watched from the 
sidelines, giants in the 
business world in fSri Lanka 
are impressed with what ITN 
has been able to achieve in 
a few weeks. Millionaire 
businessman Upali Wijewar
dene has asked for permis
sion to start T V on three 
channels, to broadcast in 
Sinhala, Tamil and English. 
Others who are interested 
are the Maharaja Organisation 
and the Gunsenas, who own 
Independent News papers Ltd. 

The Government has taken 
pains to explain tothe Japanese 
Government that I TN's 
transmission is restricted to a 
small radius round Colombo; 
this, it appears. has 'pacified 
the Japanese to Sl me extent. 

As for the influence of T V 
on Sri Lankans, it it is too 
early to say anything. Only 
one letter has appeared in the 
press so far about T V. and 
that from a woman who does 
notown aTV set! 

(HIMMA1} 
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