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Sri Lankan
refugee claims
questioned

Documents from the Canadian High
Commission in St Lanka raise questions
about the credibility of the refugee claims

from the country. The documents indicate
that Sri Lankans granted refugee status in
Canada are returning by the hundreds for vis-
its to countries from which they fled.
Refugees must not retum to the country with-
out good reason or face losing their status.
The documents say that of 1,439 persons
referred to the commission by airlines for
document varification in 1994, more than
one-third were Canadian permanent residents
landed after claiming status from Sri Lanka.
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Health Insurance coverage
for Refugees in Ontario
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Thousands of women
benefit from Pay Equity
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Have you ever asked yourself how much more your employer would pay a man to do
your job? Most women have.

Over the years, jobs done mainly by women, such as clerical JObS nursing and child
care, have been under valued compared to jobs done mainly by men, such as custodial.
construction and manufacturing jobs. In fact, women are paid one-quarter less to do a job
of equal value.

Part of the reason is that skills to do “women’s work” were seen as “natural” to women
and not as important as “learned” skills. Also, women were viewed as second income
earners. That’s not only unfair, it’s now against the law.

Under the Pay Equity Act, employers have to evaluate all jobs to determine their overall
value to the organisation. A job’s value is based both on the levels of skill, effort and
responsibility that the job requires and on its working conditions. If a woman is paid less
than a man for doing a job of equal value to his, the woman’s pay must be raised to
match the man’s. Naturally, men that worrk in jobs done mainly by women, such as
nursing, also get the increase.

“Thousands of women benefit from pay equity, which became law in 1988’ says
Angella Ferrara, information counsellor on the Pay Equity Commission’s public hotline.

For example, in an Ontario food manufacturing plant the employer determined that the
secretary to the manager was worth the same to the company as the job of the receiving
supervisor, which was usually done by a man. The secretary’s pay equity increase was
$1.11 an hour. A second example took place in a hospital where the female ambulance
co-ordinator’s and electrician’s jobs were compared, resulting in an increase of $1.06 an
hour for the co-ordinator.

“We also heard from a mental health worker in another hospital whose job was com-
pared to the male personnel officer’s. She got an increase of $2.20 of hour”, says Angella
Ferrara. “And in a supermarket chain, female cashier and meat wrapper jobs were com-
pared to a male stock clerk’s and received a pay equity adjustment of $1,477 a year.”

Job evaluation has been used to assess managerial jobs for many years. Pay equity
requires that all the jobs be evaluated, regardless of their level.

“What surprises a lot of employees and employers when they break jobs down is how
much ‘women’s work’ has been discounted”, says independent pay equity consultant
Ann Hawkins. “People also forget that women’s job often have difficult working condi-
tions, such as sitting for prolonged periods in front of computer terminals of sewing
machines. job titles can also lead to false assumptions about the value of jobs. For exam-
ple, while ‘administrative assistant’ does not sound as impressive as ‘manager’, an
administrative assistant’s job can involve a great deal of responsibility.”

Do you have any questions about pay equity? call toll-free: 1-800-387-8813 or, in
Toronto: 416-481-3314.

Pamphlets and seminars that take employers through the process are also available at no
charge.
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Dr. A. Shanmugavadivel

Family Dentist

Ossusumis, efumper, Qeustrefl, geafl, ETUIDMIELpenioaeilsd
2466 Eglinton Avenue East, Unit: 7,

Scarborough, Ont. M1K 5J8
Opposite Kennedy Subway Rainbow Village siiLgdle )

(416) 266-5161

gruset, uysen Hipsnwsefied w
Main Square Dental Centre
2575 Danforth Avenue, Toronto
Ontario. M4C 115

(416) 690-0176
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Common sense
helps keep kids
from strangers

Here are some tips for parents to follow
to help ‘streetproof’ their children.

* Tell your kids never to go anywhere
with a stranger, not to talk to strangers
and never take anything from them.
*Teach your child a ‘code’ word that
will be used by anyone other than the
parents who come to pick the child up.
Unless that persons know the cord
word, tell the child to stay away from
them.

* Never let a child to go to a public
washroom unattended.

* Teach kids where and how to get
help.

* Encourage kids to take some respon-
sibility for their well-being.

* Develop a “what if” games for the
kids to get them thinking of how they
would respond if they felt threatened or
afraid.

*Make the kids understand ‘goodness”
and “badness” are not visible traits.
*Check babysitter’s credentials thor-
oughly.

There are lots of ways kids can help
look after themselves. Here are some:
* Let your [parents know the route you
take to school.

* Ensure you always know how to
reach your parents.

* Checkout the neighbourhood with
your parents and have them show you
where the Block Parent homes are.

* Learn how to use a pay phone and
how to phone home collect.

* Be alert to anyone taking undue inter-
ests in you.

* You don’t have to go near a car to
talk to the people inside it.

* Never get into a car or go with some-
one unless your parents approve.

* No one should be asking for help
looking for “A lost puppy” or telling
you your mother or father is in trouble

* If you lose your parents in a mall, go
to a checkout, security office, or lost
and found and tell someone you’re lost
- never just wander around.

* Don’t teach kids through scare tactics.

and that he or she will take you to them.
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