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TamiL NEW YEAR

No other race in the world were as much influ-
enced by astronomy and for so many centuries
as the Hindus that inhabited Hindustan. The
natural phenomena of new moon, the entering
the sun into each sign of the Zodiac, the
eclipses, the equinoxes, the solstics , the
“Ardhodaya”, the “Mahodaya”, and the
:Mahamakham” are all considered
“Punnyakalams” (holy days). The National
Festivals of Hindus were so fixed as to coin-
cide with the natural phenomena. The Hindu
national Calendar is the result of ages of human
thought and experience fortified by accurate
astronomical observation and calculation.

At a time when there were no clocks, the
Hindus reckoned the month from one new
moon to the next or from one full moon to the.
next. They were the first to recognize the moon
as a time -measurer. They gave names to the
twenty -seven asterisms (nadchetras) that were
on or near the track of the moon in its sideral
revolution. This division of the heavens by the
Hindus into twenty-seven equal parts was a
great advance in astronomy.

The Hindus in Ceylon who are mostly Tamils
celebrated their national festivals in the same
manner as the people in Tamil Nadu. The
ancient Tamils lived in close touch with nature.
Astronomy and astrology very much influenced
their lives. With regard to the year the Tamils
started it with the vernal Equinox. In ancient
days the sun entering Aries and the Veneral
Equinox that is the day when the sun rose
exactly in the East coincided. Unfortunately
with the lapse the centuries the New Year falls
about three weeks after the Equinox.

The ancient Tamils like the Romans of old
were a nation of yeomen, they had their temple
festivals, their marriages and other celebera-
tions in the bright summer months after their
harvest in February and March. The Tamil
New Year is also the Sinhalese New Year.
Several old customs are observed on these
occasions. It is the time of rejoicing and feast-
ing, but above all of family re-union. The
house and surroundings are cleaned several
days before the event so that everything ooks
neat and pleasant. The elders of the family read
the forecasts for the ensuing year with the help
of the Panchangam (Hindu Calendar). They
also note the auspicious days and hours for
social visits, for “Arpaudu” (the first plough-
ing) and “Kaivishesham” (the giving of cash
presents).

In the morning on new year, the house holder
and his family have their ceremonial baths and
attend the “poojas” at the nearest temple. On
return in home the whole family partakes of
meals consisting of milk-rice, fruits and tradi-
tional foods. Then the head of the family gives
cash presents to his juniors and dependants. As
a sort of past-time men and women play
national games like “Thadchi” and “Kiddy”.
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‘Morning Henry!’

‘Hai, Sir, morning, morning!’
‘Did you have a good weekend?’
“Yes, Sir. Thank you sir’.
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hai yes/no

Sir take care

good morning/afternoon see you

SoITy have a nice day
thank you bye
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Team
doctor

T =

roup 4 CPS security officers

are trained in first aid, of

course, and can help inmost

emergencies until para-
medics arrive. But at Ford Electronics
Manufacturing Divislon In Toronto,
there's one member of the team who is
more qualified than most.

Kathir (“"KT") Thuraisingam from
Shri Lanka is a doctor of medicine who,
as well as practising in his home
country was also amedical practitioner
inNigeria for five years until 1986 after
which he and his family decided to
emigrate to Canada.

His wife is a science graduate and
lecturer in zoology who is now running
a day care centre. And “KT”, in his
search for a suitable job, came across a
Group 4 CPS advertisernent when they
were recruiting for additional people to
assist with the protection of the Special
Exhibition Centre. He got the job, then
did weekend work before he was invited
to join on a full-time basis,

KT nowworks at Ford’s Electronic
Manufacturing Division, where the
Group 4 CPS team report to Charlie
Tilbrook, Ford's security adminis-

m:z\ i iy a‘l 1]
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trator. Though he might miss the
medical environment in which he previ-
ously worked, “KT” has no complaints.
In fact, he speaks highly of the Group 4
Way of doing things and the good
working relationships which the team
enjoy He is pictured with supervisor
Chris Welton.

And there's a bonus for “KT", too.
One of his two children married
recently and she works at Ford as well.
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| & Mrs J.V. Thambar, brother of the late

; Rajadurai, late Rasamany, late Thavamany,

| Dharmarajah, Thevarajah, and

| Soundramany and brother-in-law of Dr.

| Sam Jonathan, Paul and Dr. Isaac Thambar

| and the late Caroline, late [

{ J.P.Thurairatnam, Daisy, Rasamany, and
the late J. Rajasingam expired on 15th
December, 1995. His remains were cremat-

| ed privately according to his wishes on

| 16th December. 40, School Avenue,

i Nawala, Rajagiriya.
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INSURANCE & INVESTMENT
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Insurance; eliorend sriymig- Aviation
Insurance; siusd sriymd- Marine
Insurance; &l LL& sriyps- Real-
Property Insurance
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