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TAML INFORMATION CENTRE

INCIDENTS FROM 21ST JULY, 1983.

1. SUMMARY OF EARLIER REPORTS -

11,BEULAH ROAD, THORNTON HEATH,SURREY CR4 8JH.U.K. 7el.(01)-653-0506.,

Sri Lanka is ruled under Emergency since 18th May, 1983
and there is complete press censorship, SATURDAY REVIEW
an English Weekly and SUTHANTHIRAN a Tamil bi-Weekly
which would have published news relating to Tamils are
closed down by the government. -

Communication has become extremely difficult and there
is no communication to the Tamil areas particularly to
Jaffna and Trincomalee since 26.th July, 83.

' In Jaffna after kidnapping of three Tamil girls by the

Army and a consequential bombing of an army truck, the
Army went on a rampage killing people at random. The
killings included 6 children and an old man of 83 years
of age. '

From the 24th July, Tamils in Colombo were attacked.
Their houses and business establishments were burnt.
Every part of the City and its suburbs were affected
and the attack was planned. The security forces did
nothing to stop the violence which was freely carried
out even during curfew hours.

"The office of the Indian High Commission and the resi-

dence of some of the persocnnel of the Indian High
Commission were also attacked.

Thirty Seven (37) prisoners were massacred in the prison
which included Kuttimani. :

COLOMBO | | R

There have been attacks on Tamils by the Sinhalese
People everyday in some part of the City. No one is able
to give a fair estimate of deaths. The estimates vary
from 50 to 150. The loss of property is very extensive
estimated at several hundred millions of rupees.

The attackers were seen with lists of names presumably
the names of Tamil people. ~ {
Ther was renewed intensive attacks in Colombo on 29th
July, in which at least 33 persons killed and 4 ofthem
were burnt alive. The violence was taking place in the
heart of the City in close proximity to the Police
Stations and Navy Barracks.
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LIST OF TAMIIL POLITICAL PRISONERS MASSACRED IN PRISON ON 25th JULY

1. Kuttimani.

2. N.Thangathurai.

3. Nadesathasan.

4, Jegan.

5. Alias Sivarasa.’
6. Sivan - Anpalagan.
7. A.Balasubramaniam.

T T ML R T e T

8. Surashkumar.

9. Aruntnavarajah.
10. Thanapalasingham.
11. Arafat.

, 12. P.Mahendran.

% 13. K.Thillainathan.
14. S.Kularajasekaram.
}h 15. K.Uthaya Kumar.

} : 16. Sivakumar.S
oy 17. A.Rajan.
18. S.Alias Balachandran.
' 19. Yogachandran Killi.
20. S.Subramaniam.
. 21, Mylvaganam~Sinniah.
22. G.Mylvaganame.
23. Ch.Sivanantharajah.
24. T.Kandiah.
25. S.Sathiyaseelan.
96. Kathiravelpillai.
| 27. Basvaranathan..
i 28, K.Nagarajah.
29, Gunapalan Ganeshalingam.
30. Anpalagan sunduran.
31. Ramalingam Balachandram.
32. K.Thavarajasingham.
33, K.Krishnakumar. .
34, R.Yoganathan.
'~ 35, A.Uthayakumar.
36. G.Amirthalingam.
37. V.Chandrakumar .
38, Sittampalam Chandrakuiam.
39, Navaratnam Sivapatham (Master) .
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KANDY AND OTHER PLACES IN THE UP-COUNTRY

Vioclence broke out in Kandy on 26th July and it is reported
that there was extensive damage to property of the Tamils.
Several Tamils were killed but there is no confirmed report
as to the number of persons killed.

There were also attacks in Gampola, Matala, Badulla and
Bandarawela. It is believed that Dickoya was also under
attack. The victims were all Tamil plantation workers.
The exact details are not yet available.

JAFEFNA

The government has reported that they had no news from
Jaffna despite the fact that they have at least 5 different
radio 1links (including high frequency radios) and the
distance is just 250 miles.

We have received several reports of atrocities and since
we are unable to confirm them we are not repeating them
except the one which we have received repeatedly.

The army has attacked one whole village and virtually
destroyed the village. There is conflicting report about the
name of the village. The extent of casualty is not known.

There is tremendous shortage of food and kerosire oil in
Jaffna. Unless kerosine is made available soon current Crops
may be destroyed due to the hot and dry season prevailing
now. It is feared that the government is maintaining the
shortage deliberately. It should be recalled that this
government has been taking measures to cripple the farmers
from the North even during normal timesa.

TRINCOMALEE

The government has here too reported that they had no
news for several days! At last on the 28th it was reported
that the Navy personnel went on a rampage. The nature and

extent damage is not clearly given.

Again we have received several unconfirmed reports of
atrocities. In one of the reports it is said that the armed
forces had taken about 350 Tamils in trucks and their fate
is not known yet. It is not clear whether the '‘Tampils taken
were the refugees who were victims in 1977 and 1981 racial
violence who were Plantation Tamils. It is also reported
that nearly 500 houses of Tamils were burnt. °

.
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We are endeavouring to get first hand information to
report and we hope that we would be able to do so soon.

OTHER AREAS

Violence was also reported from Kalutara, Galle and Matara.
The details are not known. :

MASSACRES IN PRISON

REFUGEES

As reported earlier 37 prisoners held under Prevention
of Terrorism Act were massacred on Monday the 25th July.
About 70 prisoners were held in prison and no charges
were framed against most of them even under the said
law which sets out offences not known to the normal law.

It is claimed by the government that the fellow prisonen
broke out and killed tnese prisoners. It has not been
explained how the prisoners obtained iron rods and knives.

Again on the 29th July, the Sinhalese prisoners ‘broke out'
and massacred further 19 prisoners one of whom is Doctor
Rajasunderam, the Secretary of Gandhyam Society, which
has been assisting the victims of 1977 and 1981 racial
violence.

It is noteworthy that Sinhalese prisoners have been
dlscernlng enough net to kill Christian priests who were
in the same jail and select firstly the Tamil youths.
The President Mr. Jayawardane has declared that he would
"wipe out terrorism". Perhaps this is the contribution
by the Sinhalese prisonersi

In Colombo and suburbs there are nearly 100,000 persons
displaced and most of them are in refugee camps. Govt.
has done nothing to help them. Food did not reach thnem

. for nearly three days. Some foreign voluntary organlsatlons

have offerred help and at least one of them has now
started worka.

Until the morning of 29th July, Red-Cross Soc1ety in
Colombo has not requested help from the Internatlonal

body in Geneva or its sister organisati ns elsewhere.

It will be recalled that their participation in refugee
problem after the violence in 1977 was minimal and half
hearted. Some of the officials were more concerned with
suppressing the atrocities rather than alleviate the
sufferings. The Red Cross Society is controlled by
Sinhalese people who are unable to rise above their racial
hatred or prejudices, even in the work of the Red Cross.
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In Kandy there were 25,000 refugees on 28th July and in
Matale about 1,000 refugees. The estimate of refugees in
the up-country is about 50,000. In 1977 +too it was the
experience that the nelp from any outside body and the
government took considerable time to reach.

In 1958, 1977 and 1981 Tamil voluntary associations were

able to function and they did their best to give assistance

to the refugees. Now most of the Tamil organisations are

unable to function due to the extensive violence and by the

fact that most of the volunteers themselves are displaced
and all food stores owned by the Tamils were destroyed.

Tt has been the experience that the Budhist Organisations
with rare exceptions do not get interested in helping the

suffering Tamils. The refugees are thus heavily dependant .on

the Christian Organisations.

GENERAL

It is reported that the government is taking 'step to

transport the refugees by ship (as- has beeh the practice in

1958 and 1977). Since the numbers are” large it will be
necessary that some assistance for housing, food and
clothing should be arranged even after they reach Tamil

areas.

In 1977 the camps were maintained in the North. On 12th
November, 1977 the government disbanded the camp almost
at gun point.

It will be necessary to deal with the refugees more
humanely .

INFORMATION OFFICER

L ATE: N E W S:
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It/has been lately reported that there was a large scale violence
committed against the Plantation Tamils in the NuwaraEliya and

Badulla areas and heavy casualties are expected.
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TAMTI, PRISONERS MASSACRED IN WELIKADA PRISON,COLOMBO ON-27.7.83 T

1, Muthukumar SRIKUMAR
2. Amirthanayagam PHILIP
3. Kulasingam KUMAR

‘4. Selachami KUMAR

5. Kandasamy SARVESWARAN :
6. A. MARIANPILLAL CT
7. Sivapathan NEETHIRAJAH -

8. Devanayagam PASKARAN

3 ' 9. Ponnaiya THURAIRAJAH alias THANKATHURAL

[ 10, Gnanamuthu NAVERATNASINGHAM

‘ 11. Kandiah RAJENDRAN alias ROBERT

't g 12. Dr Somasunderam RAJASUNDERAM

| 13. Somasunderan MANORANJAN

- : 14. Arumugam SEYAN alias APPU |
15. Thamotharampillai JACEMOCANANDAN ) N
16. Sinnathambi SIVASUBRAMANIAM

17. Sellay RAJERATHAM

18. Kumarasamy GCANESHALINGAM

19. Ponnampalam DEVAKUMAR - died im hospital morn

o
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ing of 29.7.83
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witraneis-Wheen

communal violence in Sri Lanka, in
1981, 1 met a 74-year-old Tamil
doctor standing in the blackened
ruins of his house on Main Street,
Jaffna. It had been firc-bombed by
Sinhalesc police officers a few nights
earlice. The dector 1old me that he
Rad lived in the Sinhalese-domi-
nated town of Kandy until 1977, but
then his house there had been burnt
down. “l had a good practicc in
Kandy,” he said, “but | moved here
because it was the only place where |
felt safe, where 1 could be among
ather Tamil people. Now my house
here has been burnt down, 5O it
seems I'm not oven safc in Jaffna,
Where can | go now?”"

It is a question which more and
more Tamils have been asking.
Some have answered it by emigrai-
ing, meost commonly to Britin,
West Germany ar the United States.
Those who have sieyed, however,
have come to believe that theme is
only ane way to protect themselves
from the increasingly frequent
Sinhalese attacks: the creation of &
separate Tamil state ~ referred 10 as
Eclam - in the taditional Tamil
arcas in the nonh and cast of the
island,

To the outsider, such a suggestion
may scem wildly impractical ~ and
ill-omened, if onc reflccts on the
success ratc of other partitioned
islands, such as Cyprus or Ircland.
But the Tamils arguc that this is an
unfair comparison. Elsewhere, they
say, partition has created artificial
cdifices with no cultural or histarical
foundations; Tamil Eclam, on the
other hand, would be a recreation of
the Tamil kingdoms that existed in
pre-colonial days.

If one remains unconvinced, the
Tamila produce their clinchesn:
“What is the altesnativo?”

It is difficult to think of ene. Ever
since Ceylon became indcpendent in
1948, the Tamils have been a
persccuted minority. Their language
and culture have been downgraded;
they bhave been  discriminated
against in cmployment and edu-
cation; and they have been subjected
to violent physical autack. Genacide
is @ word that must be used with
care; but how else is onc 10 deseribe

the impulse which guided the

" Sinhalese lynch-mobs this weck?

Alarming numbers of Sinhalese now
wish 1o see the Tamils driven off the
face of Sri Lanka, and are more than
willing te camgy out the task
themselves.

The Sri Lankan government must
1ake its share af the blame for this,
In recent years, Presidept Jaycwas-
denc has from time to lime tnied to
sound conciliaiory, admitting that
somc Tamil complaints might be
justified. However, his action ~ or
lack of it ~ has belied these soothing
words, and in a television broadeast
this week, he said that since the
Tamils had so annoyed the majority
community by advocating paniition,

(10 P vt et BAEOO S reigpeiT

Civil war 1n
" Sri Lanka?

During the last outbreak of serious to calm things by making it illegai to

urge the scparation.
he government, when presented

with evidence that the army or the
police have commitied atracitics
against dcfenceless  Tamils, has
usually reacted with a shrug of the
shoulders. Sometimes,  indeed,
police misconduct has actually been
sewarded. ln 1wo scparalc cascs
recently, the Supreme Court found
that police officers had  acied
illegally; in boths cascs, the officers
concermed were promoted soon afler
the judgment. . .

he secuniy fosces have nter~
preted this as a licence 10 do as they
please with impunity, and President,
Jayewardene has not.sccmed cager
10 dissbusc them. Early last month
he introduced a regulation which
allows the police 10 cremate orf bury
dead bodics, if they think it
“neccasary”™, without any inquest of
post mornem laking place.

Under the Prevention of Tefror-
ism Act, which has been used almost
exclusively against Tamils, suspects
can be held without rial for up to 18
months. Three weeks 2g0 Amnesly
International published & report
which suggested that Tamils de-
wmined under the Act hed beea
1onured, both in army camps and by
the police. President Jayewardene
dismissed the allcgations as soon 13
the report appearcd, dcnouncing
Amnssty as “communisis”. .

This reaction was consistent with
his normal approach te the bearers
of bad tidings. Onc monith ago he
ordered the closure of two leading
Tamil ncwspapers, Suthaathiron
and the Saturday Review, which had
printed accounis of attacks ¢n
Tamils in Trincomalce. At ihe same
time he confirmed that in future all
candidates for Parliament would
have 10 swear in an affidavit that
they would not support the Tamils'
demand for a scparale state.

All this was done in the name of
“eliminating terronism”™ - a sefes-
ence 1o the Tamil Tigers, who have
been held responsible for attacks on
traops and police. It is a quecr sort
of logic which holds that the best
way of climinating Tamil terransm
is 10 ban all Tamil political partes
and proscrbe the main Tamil
newspapers. But President Jaycwar-
dene, like many of his compainols,
sccms 10 use the werds “icrrorist”
and "Tamil® as if they wese
intcrchangeable these days. He told
an interviewer this month: “I am
not werried about the apinion of the
Jafina peoplc now. Now we can’t
think of them; not abaul their lives
or of their opinion of us.”

Given this hardening of .nimd':i

it is hard to sce how Sri Lanka’s dri
into civil war can be stopped. The
;rovtcmmcnt is determined that the

amils' demand for Eclam must be -

silcnced; yet cach bout of communal
violence merely strengthens the
Tamils' conviction thal a scparate
state is the anly selution.

The author is on the staff of New
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Colombo rioting
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200 killed as rioters
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