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he cthnic conflict in Sri Lanka that has waxed and waned for decades
costing the lives of tens of thousands of people, has exploded into a full
scale war and it is civilians who are bearing the brunt of the carnage.

The origins of the conflict arise from decades of the Sinhalese majority's
systematic discrimination against the Tamil minority, and its denial of the
Tamils® meaningful participation in the political process. The Sri Lankan army is
almost exclusively Sinhalese. Successive Sinhalese-dominated governments
have failed to effectively address these longstanding  injustices.

Ower the years, peaceful demonstrations by Tamils have been met with violence
by Sinhalese extremists, which has in turn fostered violent extremism on the
Tamil side.

In recent weeks, as the Sri Lankan army has seized control of most of the
northern strongholds of the Tamil Tigers, or LTTE as they are otherwise known,
the situation has gone from dire to the verge of catastrophe for the estimated
250,000 vulnerable civilians who are trapped in a so-called “safe zone.”

The LTTE has a history of suicide bombings and other indiscriminate attacks
against civilians, using civilians as shields, and preventing civilians under their
control from escaping to government areas. Several hundred local staff of the
United Nations and international hurmanitarian organizations are reportedly
trapped because the LTTE refuses to allow them to leave. The LTTE has been
designated a foreign terrorist organization by the United States.

For its part, the Sri Lankan army insists it is targeting the LTTE, not civilians.
But the army has also acted in ways that have blurred any meaningful distinetion
between itself and the LTTE. It has reportedly shelled areas populated by
civilians, including hospitals, causing hundreds of casualties, summarily
executed suspected LTTE sympathizers, and detained those who have fled LTTE
areas, including women and children, in militarized camps where they are
exposed to great hardship and danger.

The United Nations says a compound sheltering UN national staff inside the
safety zone was shelled on January 24 and 25, killing at least nine civilians and
wounding more than 20. On January 26, another artillery attack reportediy
narrowly missed UN local staff working in the safety zone, but caused dozens of
civilian deaths. The International Committee of the Red Cross has said that
“Ih]undreds of patients need emergency treatment and evacuation to [a] hospital
in the government-controlled area.™

In the past two days, another hospital was reportedly shelled multiple times,
resulting in more civilian deaths and injuries.

Human Rights Watch reports that since last September, when the Sri Lankan
government ordered the withdrawal of most UN and nongovernmental
humanitarian organizations. as well as journalists, from the conflicted area, a
grave humanitarian crisis has developed with acute shortages of food, shelter,
medicine, and other humanitarian supplies.

The Sri Lankan government has a duty to respect the rights and protect the safety
of all Sri Lankan citizens, whatever their ethnic origin or political views. Instead,
the government has embarked on a strategy to defeat the LTTE militarily and in
doing so has shown disregard for the laws of war. Rather than protecting the
Tamil people, the government has often contributed to their suffering, Its
strategy has been to cordon off the area and blame everything, including its own
violations, on the LTTE.

Since 1984, successive peace talks have failed, as both the LTTE and the S
Lankan government have reneged on their agreements, and the government
has failed to provide the vision and leadership necessary to build a multi-
ethnic consensus, Both sides’ extreme ethnic nationalist agendas have caused
widespread human suffering. Both sides are accountable. | have no sympathy
for the LTTE, which has brought misery upon the Tamil people it professes
to represent. But while the LTTE has been severely weakened, il is unlikely
to disappear. and the cycle of violence may continue.

It is imperative that the povernment and the LTTE agree to an immediate
ceasefire to avoid further loss of life, permit access to UN monitors and
humanitarian organizations, and permit civilians to leave for areas of safety.
The Obama administration, the British, Indian and other concerned
govermments, should be publicly urging the same.

Over the longer term, if lasting peace is to come (o Sri Lanka, the
povernment must effectively address, in negotiations which include all the
main Tamil and Muslim parties, the core issues that have fueled the conflict
including laws and policies that unfairly discriminate against Sri Lanka's
minorities.

There is a related issue that needs to be mentioned, and that is the
imprisonment for the past ten months of 1.8, Tissainayagam, a journalist, and
M. Jashiharan, a publisher, and his wife, V. Valamathy. They were arrested
for articles critical of the government, and are being held in violation of their
right to freedom of expression. Another of Sri Lankan's most respected
journalists, Lasantha Wickrematunga, was gunned down in broad daylight a
few weeks ago. According to Navi Pillay, the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, “[t]he killing of . . . Wickrematunge . . . was the latest blow
to the free expression of dissent in Sri Lanka. The searing article he wrote
prophesying his own murder is an extraordinary indictment of a system
corrupted by more than two decades of bloody internal conflict.” The High
Commissioner noted that there have not been any prosecutions of political
killings, disappearances and other violations committed in recent years. That
in itself speaks volumes about the Sri Lankan government's credibility.

For many years, the United States and Sri Lanka have enjoved good
relations, A close friend of mine, James Spain, was our Ambassador there
years ago, He often told me of his deep affection for the Sri Lankan people,
and of the country’s extraordinary natural beauty. When the tsunami crashed
ashore in December 2004, & member of my staff was on the island. The
American people responded generously to help Sri Lanka rebuild,

It has therefore been difficult for me to watch the conflict intensify, the
LTTE abuse civilians and fail to live up to its commitments, and the
povernment threaten to expel foreign diplomats, aid agencies and journalists,
and refusc appeals to permit independent observers and aid workers access
to areas where Tamil civilians are trapped. And as reputable, courageous
joumnalists have been arrested on transparently political charges or
assussinated.

The Sri Lanka government will one day want the respect and support of the
United States. The same can be said of the LTTE, if and when it renounces
violence and becomes a legitimate political party. How they respond to
today s humanitarian appeals will weigh heavily on how the United States
responds when that day comes. )
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UNIVERSAL FESTIVAL OF

fTamiifHanvest

amils are celebrating Pongal. In North India it is known as

Sankranthi. This festival of bharvest is umiversal one

practiced by remote tribes on earth and people of various
cultures, which again proves the oneness of humanity.

In the Volga region when the Sun was moving in the
direction of spring, people came together to forecast the future
harvest, The Mar and Chuvashes, tnbal groups in Volga region
prepared special food for this festival ol harvest.

These festivals were connected with first ploughing and
sowing. The festivities took place in the field. A little bit of food
was sacrificed to Mother Earth.

Slav people had their sun deities, They were called Svarog,
Dazhbog, and Khars. The word god (bag) is same in all Slavic
languages. You can sce the resemblance with Iranian baga and
Indian bhagwan with the Slavic bag. These simulanties also
remind us that beliefs are universal.

The Zulus of South Africa worshipped the Goddess
Momkubulwana, They believed that this poddess made land
fertile and was the mythical originator of agriculture.

Only women did all farming work among Zulu tribes and
they only performed rites and chanted prayers for a good harvest.

Almost all people of the Caucasus region worshipped
guardians of harvest and other kind of livestock. Does it make us
think about Maattu Pongal, thanksgiving to cattle prevalent
among Tamil people?

Celtic gods were guardians of fertility and agriculture,
River Gods and Spring Gods were existent. Esus was the god of
plant life.

In Mexico the agrarian influence could be seen in the
Uitzilopochtt cult, During the celebrations held twice a year an
encrmous dummy of the God was made out of flour dough and

honey. Afiter the religious rites are over the figure was broken into
pieces and eaten by all the participants,

In the Chinese civilization the cult of Shen-nong i.e. Divine
Farmer is note worthy, The legendary Divine Farmer is supposed
toy have invented agriculture,

A special sacrificial altar was devoted to him in Peking,
where the emperor solemnly brought offerings. In early spring
EVETy Vear an important state ceremony was held to mark the first
ploughing season.

The Chinese Emperor accompanied by prominent
dignitaries ploughed a furrow on a sacred plot of the land.

IVExicanfhianvest;

The God of the land was known as She and peasants offered
sacrifices o her as part o spring and autumn rituals.

In the Shintoist religion of Japan the most revered Gods are
Amaterasu 1.e Sun Goddess and Inar i.¢. Rice Man, the guardian

£
of farming portraved with two rice stalks and often together with a
Fox.,

In the ancient Egyptian religion the God Osiris deserves
mention. Every year Egyptians celebrated the death and
resurrection of Osiris. The image of Osiris was made out of sown
wheat on the layer of soil that was sprinkled into a special wooden
frame, These festivities lasted | B days and invalved ritual plowging
and sowing. Osiris is the direct personification of grain,

In Asia Minor the Mother of the Gods was named Ma, Rhea,
and Cybele. Her husband was a young god of fertility named as
Adtis. There is also another myth about the deity of plant life and
fertility,

God Telepinus once suddenly disappeared it is stated.
Because of s disappearance grass dried up. Fields failed to yield
crops, Cattle stopped multiplyving. Woman no longer bore children,
To put an end to this state of affairs the other gods organized a
search for this God. A bee found him and awakened him, so0 goes
the myth.

In Greek religion in the apricultural cult Demeter, the
goddess was offered with bloodless offerings like fruits, grapes,
honey combs and freshly reared sheep wool. These ofTerings were
placed on an ahtar and covered with olive oil. Numerous such
storics, myths and beliefs could be found in various civilizations,

The Greek Goddess Hera wife of God Zeus was apparently a
cow goddess. Signs of cow worship were found in excavations, [t
it heartening to note that Tamils worshipping cow goddess in
Maattu Pongal times i a practice found in Greek civilization too.

In the Roman religion in the first month of spring March,
festivities were held in honour of Mars. Faunus was the guardian
angel of live stocks and he was the god of shepherds. At the end of
winter on Feb 17 a jolly holiday Lupercalis was celebrated in her
honour. Liber was the god of wing making. Saturnus the pod of
sowing. Jupiter the god of grapes.

Romans too worshipped gods as Pax (Peace), Spes (Hope),
and Virtus (valour), Jostitia (Justice), Fortuna (Happiness) etc. If

we analyze al the concepts on religion in varous cultures we can
understand its inherent meanings.

Mankind had been striving to be grateful to Nature and
agricultural festivities like Pongal demonstrate this common urge
of human race, which is one and indivisible. While Tamil people
hail Pongalo Pongal and thank MNature for its kindness, Harvest
festivals of various civilizations remind us that our festival has
universal appeal,

Every moming in South India, millions of women draw
kolams on the ground in front of their homes. This tradition is
passed on from mothers to their daughters. Young girls learmn many
ofthese artworks from their mothers, grand mothers and aunties,
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THE PEOPLES AND CULTURES OF
PREHISTORIC SRI LANKA

2

NASA satellite piclure showing the shallow sea between South India and Sn Lanka

the sea coverad it 7,000 vears ago. Present day scientists,

geologists, and geophysicists estimate that the age of
Earth to be 4.54 billion (4.54 x 10} years. This age has been
determined by radiometric age dating of meteorite material and is
consistent with the ages of the oldest known terrestrial and lunar
samples (Dalrymple, G.B.: 1994, 2001 ).

Most geological samples from Earth are unable to give a
direct date on the formation of Earth from the Solar nebula
because Earth has undergone differentiation inte core, mantle,
and crust; and this has then undergone a long period of mixing and
scrambling of these sample reservoirs by plate  tectomics,
weathering and hydrothermal circulation. Meteorites on the other
hand represent the ancient primitive material from which the
accreting solar disc was formed. Hence their analysis would
provide a more accurate date for the formation of Earth.

EARLY METHODS TO ESTIMATE
THE AGE OF EARTH

Early calculations designed to estimate the age of Earth
assumed that the Earth and the Sun had been ereated ot the sume
time in the past and had been steadily cooling since that time,

' I Vhe green coloured area was the last land connection before

In 1862, physicist William Thompson of Glasgow, later
known as Lord Kelvin, published calculations that fixed the date
of the Earth between 24 million and 100 million vears. He
assumed the Earth was created as a molten ball of rock and
caleulated the time it took to cool down to its present temperature
{ Phlip, C.etal; 2007).

Geologists had difficulty in accepting such a short age for
the Earth. Charles Darwin whe stedied Lord Kelvin's work did
not agree with his proposed dates; even 400 mallion vears did not
seem enough for the evolution of organisms on Earth,

Another physicist John Perry caleulated the age of the
Earth to three billion years on the cooling principle, using the
made] of a convective mantle and thin crust. These caleulations
did not account for the ongoing heat source liberated and
accumiilated in Earth in the process of radioactive decay, which
wis unknown at that time. The rate of cooling of the Earth was
upset by this additional heat generated; and the heat absorbed
from the sun as well. Hence this was discarded as an effective
method to determine the age of the Earth { Philip, C.etal; 2007 ),

In 1896 the French chemist A, Henri Becgquerel discovered
radioactivity. In 1898 two other French researchers Marie and

Picrre Curie discovered the radicactive elements polonium and
radium, In 1903 Pierre Curie announced that radivm produced
enough heat to melt its own weight of ice in less than an bour,

Geologists realised that the discovery of radicactivity upset
the assumptions on which most caleulations of the age of the
Earth were based. Radicactivity provided a process that
generated heat on Earth, hence the rate of cooling is not is not an
accurate method to estimate the age of Earth.

RADIOMETRIC DATING

Radioactivity which had overthrown old calculations,
provided a basis for new calculations in the form of Radiometric
dating. Ernest Rutherford and Frederick Soddy, working jointly at
MeGill University on radioactive materials concluded that
radicactivity was due to spontaneous transmutation of atomic
clements. In radicactive decay, an element breaks down into
another lighter element, releasing alpha, beta or gamma
radiations in the process

They also determined that a particular radioactive element
decays into another elernent at a distinetive rate. This rate is given
in terms of a “halflife”, the amount of time it takes half the mass of
that radioactive material to breakdown into its ‘decay product”

In 1904 Rutherford took the first step toward Radiometric
dating by suggesting that alpha particles released by radioactive
decay could be trapped in rocky materal as “helium’ atoms,
Rutherford proposed that he could determine the age of a rock
sample by measuring the concentration of helium contained in it
He dated a rock presented to him to an age of 40 million years
using his technigue,

Im 1910 Arthur Holmes became interested in Radiometric
dating. As helinm conld escape from the rocks as an inert gas he
found this method under-dated the rock samples, He found that
dating the lead is much more reliable. In 1911 he dated a rock
sample from Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) to 1.6 billion vears ald.

In 1913 research showed that elements exist in multiple
varants with different masses or “isotopes’. In 1930 these
isotopes were shown to have a nueleus with different numbers of
neutral particles called *neutrons’, In the same year ‘rules of
radioactive decay” was formulated allowing precise identification
of decay series. In 1927 Arthur Holmes published his work "The
Agre of the Earth; An Introduction to Geological fdeas " in which
he presented an upper date of 3 billion years ( Brent Dalrymple,
G 1994, pp 77-78 1
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MODERN RADIOMETRIC DATING TECHNIQUES

Most geological samples obtained from the Earth are
unable to give a direct date of the formation of Earth from the
solar nebula, because Earth has undergone differentiation into the
core, mantle and crust; and this has then undergone a long history
of mixing and mingling of these sample reservoirs by plate
tectonics, weathering and hydrothermal circulation.

All these processes adversely affect isotopic dating
mechanisms, as samples cannot always be assumed to have
remained as a closed system. A species of atoms have a certain
number of protons and neutrons which identify it; a remowval of an
imtermediate daughter nucleotide would skew the resulting
isotopic date.

But meteorites spraved out from the solar nebula during
the formation of the Earth arg considered 1o represent the
primitive material from which the accreting solar dise was
formed, To date this has proved to be a robust hypothesis and have
yielded consistent isotopic dates (Carlson, R.W.; Tera, F.: 1998)

Analysis of the famous Canyon Diablo meteorite had
provided a date of 4.54 billion years by lead-lead isotope dating.
This date has been backed up by hundred of other dates from bath
terrestrial samples and other meteorites (Terada, K.; Sano, Y.
20401 )

The moon which has not undergone plate tectomics and
which has no atmosphere provides quite precise age dates from
the samples returned from Apollo missions, Rocks returned from
the moon have been dated to a maximum age of 4.5 billion yvears.
Martian meteorites which have landed on carth are also dated to
4.5 billion years.

Owerall, the concordance of age dates of samples of Earth,
terrestrial meteorites, meteorites from Mars and rocks from the
Moon indicate that the Earth and rest of the Solar System was
formed around 4.53 to 4. 58 billion years ago.

GEOLOGIC TIME SCALE

ERA PERIOD EPOCH
” .10 Holocene
-~ [ QUATERNARY " '1.8 Pleistocans
sl :Eﬁﬁpbllllmanﬂ
CENOZOIG. TERTIARY |- 35 Oligocsne
", = 58 Eocane
BS Paleocene
/| CRETACEOUS [
/ JURASSIC
MESOZOIC , TRIASSIC
PERMIAN [~
% | CARBONIFEROUS
il DEVONIAN
SILURIAN
/| oroovician
PALEOZOIC,
kY CAMBRIAN [~
PRECAMBRIAN

The geologic time scale is a chronelogic scheme relating
stratigraphy to time that is used by geologists and other Earth
scientists to describe the timing and relationships between events
that have occurred during the history of the Earth.

The table of geologic tme scale presented above are the
dates and nomenclature proposed by the International
Commission on Stratigraphy. The time is subdivided into Eon,
Era, Period and Epoch. The numbers denote million years.



B o

THEICEAGES

The term ‘ice age” refer to a geological period of long-term
reduction in the temperature of Earth's surface and atmosphere,
resulting in an expansion of continental jce sheets, polar ice sheets
and alpine glaciers. Within a long period of an ice age, there will
be several individual phases of extra cold climate called
‘glaciations’ or glacial periods. The warm periods in between
glaciations is called interglacial periods (Imbrie,). & Imbrie K.P.:
1979). But several writers refer o the major ice ages as lee
Epochs; and call the placial periods as ice ages.

Geologists estimate that there have been at least four major
ice ages in the Earth's past. Outside these periods, the Earth seems
to have been ice-free even in high altitudes,

Firstlee Age: Huronian

The earliest hypothesised ice age named the ‘Huronian',
was around 2.7 to 2.1 hillion years ago during the ecarly
Proterozoic Era.

Second lce Age: Cryogenian

The earliest well documented ice age ocourred from 800 to
635 million years and was the most severe of the last one hillion
years. During this ice age, the entire Earth globe as covered with
ice and produced a permanent *Snowhall Earth®, This state came
to an end by the effects of the accumulation of greenhouse gases
like cerbon dioxide produced by volcamoes (ImbrieJ. &
Imbrie K.P: 1986).

Third lce Age: Andean-Saharan

The ‘Andesan-Saharan’ jce age was of relatively short
duration lasting from 450 to 420 million years ago during the late
Ordovician and the Silurian peried. There were extensive polar
ice caps from 350 to 260 million years ago, although this was not
named as another ice age,

The Last Quaternary lce Age (Pleistocens lce Epoch)

We are now living in the fourth major ice age called the
COuaternary Ice age. Although the jee sheets in the Antarctica
began to form some 20 million vears ago, the current ice age is
said to have started only 2.58 million years ago, Since then the
world has seen cvcles of ice sheets advancing (glacial) and
retracting (interglacial ),

It 15 calculated that during the current Quaternary loe Age
there have been 17 glacial and 17 interglacial periods. What we
commonly call the *last ice age’ is the last glacial period. The last
glacial period started 120,000 years ago and ended 10,000 years
ago,

The impact of glaciation in relation io contemporary
landscapes is most associated with the last 2.5 million years, the
geological period known as the Quaternary. The Quaternary is
divided into the Pleistocene and Holocene epochs (Imbrie,J. &
Imbrie, K.P.: 1986).

CAUSES OF ICE AGES

Several factors are known to mfluence the causation of the
ice ages. The major factor is the changes in the path taken by the
Earth as it orbits the Sun. Even the slightest difference can
drastically affect the amount of heat reaching the Earth and its
climate.

Changes in the Earth’s orbit around the Sun, and the Sun's
orbit around the galaxy is called the Milankovitch cycle, There is
strong evidence that the Milankovitch cycles affect the
occurrence of glacial and interglacial periods within an ace age.
As the Earth moves away from the Sun it gels colder and glacials
sets ing as the Earth pets exposed to more Sun interglacials oceur.
Astrophysicists believe that the Sun’s output increases by about
10% every billion vears. Hence in the long term Earth 15 bound to
get warmer and warmer.

Another factor is the composition of atmospheric carbon
dioxide and methane. There is evidence that these greenhouse gas
levels fell at the start of ice ages, and rose during the retreat of the
ice sheets, The *Snowball Earth’ of the second major ice age was
believed to be caused by a reduction in atmosphenc carbon
dioxide, and ended when the carbon dioxide levels of the
atmosphere increased.

Plate tectomics, crusting of the Earth, winds, ocean currents
and the orbital dynamics of the Earth-Moon system can all affect
the glaciation on Earth { Imbrie & Imbrig 1986),

GLACIALS, INTERGLACIALS AND INTERSTADIALS

Within the last ice age of 2.5 million years it is estimated
that there have been 17 glacial periods which were severely cold
and 17 interglacial periods which were warm. The last four
glacialfinterglacial periods are as follows:
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Beestonian glacial 680,000 BP 10 620,000 BP
Cromerian interglacial 620,000 BP 1o 455,000 BP
Kansan (Elstenian) glacial 455 000 BP to 380,000 BP
Hoxnian interplacial 380,000 BP to 200,000 BP
Wolstonian glacial 200,000 BP to 130,000 BP
Eemian interglacial 130,000 BP to 115,000 BP
Last{Devensian) glacial period 115,000 BP 1o 10,000 BP
Holocene imterglacial 9000BF o present

{BP refers to years befors present)

The last glacial period lasted for about 105,000 years from
115,000 BP ull 10,000 BP; reaching maximum glaciation
between 80,000 - 65,000 BP and 22,000 - 18,000 BP. As cold and
dry climates spread all over Earth, large masses of ice extended
outwards from the poles over land and sea. lee sheets of 1 km
thick covered most of North America, Northern Europe and
almost all of the British Isles except for the extreme south.
Mountain glaciers extended and spread to lower elevations.

The 105,000 years of the last glacial period were not a
continuous period of 1ee and cold. There were intermittent years
of warm periods known as “interstadials’, but these periods were
not long enough to be called interglacials (Kottack,C. P 2005),
There were four severe cold episodes and three intersiadials
during the last glacial cycle.

The huge amount of ice sheets which covered the Earth
crushed its crust in a process called ‘isostacy”. The Earth is still
recovering from this colossal crushing. As sea water evaporated,
and the rain water kept freczing in the rivers and in land, sea levels
dropped to over 100metres. During maximum glaciation the sea
levels dropped to 125 metres below its present level (Doug
MacDougall: 2004; Rohling F_1.: 1998 2003).

As sea levels dropped land bridges began o appear
between continents. Ireland and Britain was connected by land to

France and Europe; there was dry land between South India and
Sri Lanka; and & land bridge appeared in the Bering strait between
Siberiaand Alaska,

SOUTHINDIAAND THE SEPARATION OF SRI LANKA

A lowering of sea level by 100 metres would have exposed
dry land up to a distance of 200 to 500 km all over the world, and
arpund the Indian Subcontinent. Between 120,000 BP and 10,000
BP, Sri Lanka was not an island, but a part of the Indian
Subcontinent.

Map of peninswlar fndie between 15,000 BF and 16,000 BR Shoreline
of ihat period eliwined by lowering the present sea level by 100 metees,

Map of peninsuiar Indla ni 8,000 EP The shorellné receding us the véa
ltevel rises. The lavt land conmection with Irdia was sith the movth of the
ixtand,
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The present interglacial known as the Holocene set in 9,000
years apgo, and over the next 2, (0 years as the ice began to meltall
over the Earth except the polar regions, the sea level rose
engulfing the land borders all oround the world. The last
separation of Sri Lanka from [ndia occurred at about 7,000 BP
(Deramyagala 5.1 1992),

Cape Comaorin, the tip of South India which extended to
about 500 km south of the present land terminal was engulfed by
the sea about 9,000 vears ago. There is a strong possibility that
the name of this submerged land was kept in the race memories of
a bygone people to be recorded as “Kumari Nadu® in the Sangam
literary sources {Silppadhikaram: X1, 18-20).

There is a strong possibility that over the last 2.5 million
years during the 17 glacial and interglacial periods, St Lanka
would have united with and later got separated from South India
on 17 accasions as the sea swelled up and receded. * Geologically
51 Lunka is an extension of the Indian Subcontinent for at least
B00,000 years of the last one million years when the sea level was
lower than at present (Deramiyagala, 5.1 .- |7 May 2004,

After it got separated the oldest name given to this land was
‘Lanka.” In neither Sinhalese nor Tamil, Sanskrit nor Pali, the
word ‘Lanka’ has a meaning of its own except to be used as a
praper noun 1o call this country. But in Munda, one of the oldest
Austric languages spoken in India and Sri Lanka, “Lanka’ means
“an island surrounded by the sea™!

Capyright: Siva Thiagarajah, 2008)
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LAWYERS PROTEST ATTACKS ON SRI LANKAN
TAMILS: More than 5, (MM lawyers across Tamil Nadu staged
protests on 2% February, denouncing Sri Lanka's war against the
LTTE which they said had cavsed civilian deaths and suffering.

According to police sources, the advocates burnt effigies of
Sri Lankan president Mahinda Rajapaksa, organised hunger
strikes and blocked rail and road traffic in many places. Colleges
and college hostels all over Tamil MNadu and neighbouring
Puducherry were descrted following their closure by the
government 1o prevent the students' further participation in the
protests. Establishments belonging to Sri Lankan nationals and its
diplomatic mission were put under heavy police protection for the
third consecutive day. Meanwhile, the Sri Lankan Tamils
Protection Movement and Tamil National Movement leader
Pazha Nedumaran speaking in Coddalore during his visit to meet
the parents of . Dayalan alias Neethivalavan, a 2 | -yvear-old who
jumped from a telecommunication tower on 1" February over
New Delhi's inability to end the war in Sri Lanka, said that the
state government is compounding its errors by claiming a blanket
ban on "handhs’ by the Supreme Court,

NORDIC FOREIGN MINISTERS EXPRESS CONCERN
FOR THE HUMANITARIAN SITUATION IN SRI
LANKA: After the Nordie meeting of the Foreign Ministers in
Oslo in 9 February 2009, the five mimsters reledsed a common
statement regarding the situation in St Lanka. The statement read
as follows:

“The Nordic Foreign Ministers welcome the statement by
the Co Chairs (Norway, EU, Japan and USA) 3 February 2009 on
the situation in Sr Lanka.

*The Ministers jointly expressed their grave concern for the
humanitarian crisis now taking place in Sni Lanka, where up toa
guarter million people are trapped in the fire line, with
unaccepiable civilian casualties. They reiterated their call on the
LTTE and the Government of Sri Lanka to uphold international,

humanitarian law.

*“A temporary no fire period is needed urgently to allow for
sick and wounded to be evacuated and humanitarian aid o be
transported in 1o the conflict area. Key humanitarian principles
must be respected.

“Civilians must be allowed to leave the conflict zone,
humanitarian aid must be allowed in to reach the population now
in dire need and the safety of aid and medical workers, including
those representing ICRC and the UN must be ensured. It is key
that those who come out from the conflict zone are treated in
accordance with international standards and that the UM and
ICRC are given a central role in their reception.

The Mordic Ministers alse call on the parties to the conflict
to take immediate steps to stop the human suffering, and to ensure
an inclusive dialogue to agree on a political settlement so that
lasting peace and reconciliation can be achieved.”

UNITED NATIONS INTERVENTION TO STOP
GENOCIDE: United Nations Intervention needed to stop
Genocide in Sri Lanka, says Dravida Peraval General Secretary
M.Nandhivarman, According to him, Dravida Peravai launched
acampaign on 1 2th February of 2009 by email/fax/mail to draw
the attention of the Members of the Security Council, Member
States of the European Union and other important nations of the
United Nations. Dravida Peravai had urged these nations to bring
a resolution in Secunity Council to stop the Genocide of Tamils
and also to send United Nation's Peace Keeping Foree."

THE SRI LANKAN TAMILS WELFARE AND RIGHTS
FORUM TO TAKE UP TAMILS ISSUE ToO
INTERNATIONAL FORUMS: The Sri Lankan Tamils
Welfare and Rights Forum, an umbrelia organisation formed by
the DME has decided to take the Sri Lankan Tamils issue (o
various international forums, including the United Nations, to put
an end to “genocide of Tamils" and garmer the support of
international rights forums in finding a lasting solution to the
ethnic problem.

A sub-committee formed by the forum with PWD Minister
Dwurai Murugan as organiser said to have chalked out a ptan of
action for bringing peace and ensuring the safety of Sri Lankan
Tamils. Durai Murugan says the committee felt that the Centre
should be asked to bring to the notice of the United Nations the
“annihilation of Tamils.” Intemational orgamisations and human
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rights groups sharing the similar opinion of the forum would be
requested to raise their voice against the Sri Lankan government
for “rights violation,” The sub-committee members would meet
Ambassadors and High Commissioners of various couniries
gither in New Delhi or Chennai. A memorandum detailing
“sufferings™ of the Tamils would also be submitted o them. The
committee would also ponder whether it was possible to take up
the issue legally, A drafting committee had been formed to
prepare the memorandum to be submitted to the international
bodies,

Union Minister for Communications A, Raja, Rajya Sabha
MP Kanimozhi and Dravidar Kazhagam president K. Veeramani
were named secretarnces of the committee. Other members include
S. Mohan, PR. Gokulakrishnan, A K. Rajan, and Samidurai,
former judges.

GERMAN FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CALLS FOR
HUMANITARIAN RELIEF FOR CIVILIANS IN SRI
LANKA: Commenting on the worsening humanitarian situation,
Federal Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier said, his
government had calfled on the parties to the conflict to find a
palitical solution as quickly a5 possible and that the conflict in the
country cannot be solved by military means alone. He said that
the Federal Foreign Office 15 making another million euro
available to the ICRC in order o provide support for the people
who have managed to escape from the combat Zone and to
prepare help and relief for the civilians. Since 2006, the Federal
Foreign Office has made a total of 3.9 million euro available from
its humanitarian budget for the victims of the conflict. He further
added that Germany's development corporation had to be
curtailed following the resumption of the civil war,

JOURNALISTS AND HUMAN RIGHTS WORKERS FLEE
COUNTRY FEARING FOR THEIR LIVES: Inasudden tumn
of cvents some journalists have fled the country fearing for their
lives. Four journalists have fled the country due to the threats they
received. [t is reported that these journalists had left the country in
the wake of the volatile situation following the attack on the
Sirasa media network and the assassination of Sunday Leader
editor Lasantha Wickrematunge. The four journalists are the
political columnist of Lankadeepa newspaper Upul Joseph
Fernando, Lankadeepa defence columnist, Rathnapala Gamage,
Sunday Times defence colummist Igbal Athas, and Anuruddhba
Lokuhappuarachehi, Rewters photojournalist.  Reports  also
suggest that MTV journalist Shevan Daniel is also planning to
leave the country,

AID AGENCIES HELP JAFFNA FARMERS PLANT
POTATOES: Responding toa request made by the Government
Agent in JaiTna coordinated by the Ministry of Social Services
and Social Welfare, international aid apencies have sent a
consignment of seed potatoes to Jaffoa, for distribution to
hundreds of farmers before the end of the monsoon season.
Approximately 58 metric tons of seed potatoes is being supplied
1o some 500 confllict-alfected farmers, some of whom are also
Samurdhi beneficiaries who are restarting their livelihoods.

The UN Development Programme (UNDP), the
Intermational Organization for Migration (10M) and the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAD) announced that they worked
closely togethér o import the seed potatoes directly from the
Metherlands and ensured that this joint effort complements other
programmes these agencies are involved with in Jaffna to
increase people’s well being. Since there is a current shortage of
potatoes in the district, this distribution will boost production in
what is considered to be one ol the most fertile regions for potato
farming in Sri Lanka. The Department of Agriculture, the
Agrarian Services Centre and the Government Agent in Jaffna are
assisting with the distribution of the seed potatoes, ensuring
efficiency and fair distribution.

PROGRESS ON GENDER EQUALITY WILL MEAN
IMPROVEMENTS FOR ALL IN SOCIETY: UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon addressing  the Second Mimisterisl
Meeting of the Non-Aligned Movement on the Advancement of
Women in Guatemala City on 23 January, had urged top
government officials from around the world gathered to push for
greater progress on gender equality, stressing that women's
empowerment is key to realizing other major intemational
development targets.

“Women's empowerment is an important goal in itself bt
itis also the key o realizing all of the other major international
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development targets,” Ban added, in a message read out by his
Special Adviser on Gender Issues and the Advancement of
Women, Rachel Mayanja, “That 15 because healthy, productively
employed and politically engaged women can drive efforts o
eradicate hunger, disease and poverty.”

Mr. Ban noted that since the adoption in 2000 of the global
anti-poverty targets with a 2015 deadline, known as the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), there has been
remarkable progress on the gender agenda, with countries working
to reduce inequalities in education, employment and political
representation.

“Above all, we need to intensify action on maternal health,
the goal on which progress has been the slowest,” Mr, Ban told the
gathering. “We must work o provide universal access o
reproductive health by 2015, More than half a million women die
each vear because of complications related o pregnancy and
childbirth. We cannot allow this terrible death toll to continue.™

He zlso stressed the need to stop violence agaimst women,
and urged global support for the carmpaign he launched last vear to
unite the international community on the issue, “The abuse of
women is a violation of human rights and an enormous obstacle o
development, and has no place inowr world,” he declared.

UNICEF WORRIED OF CHILDREN TRAFPPED IN THE
WAR ZONE: United MNations agency dealing with children called
on the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eclam (LTTE) to releasc
thousands of childrén trapped in the war zone, including a large
number child soldiers recruited by the LTTE.

The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)
representative to Sri Lanka Philippe Duamelle termed the situation
in the Wanni region of Sn Lanka as grave and worrying, with
thousands of civilians caught in the middle ol a ferocious crossfire
between government troops and the LTTE. "We are very
concemed of the situation in Wanni as large numbers of children
are trapped in a small aren without proper access to shelter and
food.., "We are concerned with ¢hildren in LTTE's ranking and
they should not recruit them to fight. There are still 93 pending
cases of children under 1% years-old, recruited by LTTE"
Dusmelle anrounced

RALLY URGING INDIA TO STOP SUPPORTING TAMIL
GENOCIDE IN SRI LANKA: Tamils Against Genocide
organized a rully in front of the Indian Embassy, Washington DC
on 23 January to encourage the Indian government to emulate the
ideals of Mahatma Gandhi in recogmizing the freedom struggle of
Tamils in Sri Lanka and stop being an accomplice 1o the Genocide
of Tamils perpetrated by the S Lankan Government. Hundreds of
Americans from across the country descended on D.C. to recall the
image and memory of Gandhi. The rally urged the Indian
government to stop all military aid and end s support to the
genocidal regime in Sri Lanka.

The Genocide Prevention Project has declared Sri Lanka to
be on “Red Alert™ along with Sudan, the Democratic Republic of
Congo, and 5 other countries due to the presence or likelihood of
mass atrogities, The Indian government however, continuegs to
provide financial and military support to the Sn Lankan
government, which enables the continuation of the genocidal
conflict there, expressed one of the organizers.

SRI LANKA REJECTS US BASE CLAIMS: The IVP charped
that the Sn Lankan government is allowing the US to establish a
missile launching pad in the northeast Trincomalee District, a
former military base for allied troops during World War [1.
Rejecting the accusation, Foreign Minister Rohitha Bogollagama,
said “The United States has no intention of stationing its missiles in
Trincomales.” He said a team of senior officials from the US
Pacific Command had been in Sri Lanka for a briefing on the war
against Tamil Tiger rebels, and not on setting up a US base

BRITISH SPECIAL ENVOY REFUSED ENTRY': In the latest
rebuff to international efforts to try to ease the suffering of Tamil
civilians in the conflict in Sri Lanka, the Sr Lankan government
yesterday rejected the appointment by Britain of former defense
minister Des Browne special envoy tasked with seeking an end to
the fighting in the country's north. Sri Lankan Foreign Minister,
Rohitha Bogellagama announced that "It is anamount to an
intrusion into Sri Lanka's internal affairs and is disrespectful to the
country's statehood”, while denying the claim by the British
Foreign Office that talks on the appointment were exchanged.
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Cont... from Page No. 12

The Kolam Ritual of Tamil CultiE

"Kolam' refers to decorative designs drawn on
the floor in front of their homes near the threshold
and in front of deities in temples and puja ooms.

The art of "Kolam' a symbol of Tamil culture,
which originated in South India has now spread 1o all
over India specially among the Hindus,

In Kerala it is called 'Poovidai®; in Andhra it
is kmown as "Muthe'; in Kamataka it is 'Rangolf’;
in hMaharashtra it is 'Ranga Filfi'; in Gujorat i is
‘Wandh va'; in Rajastan is 'Mamedang', in Uttar
Pradesh it is called 'Sona Rangana'; and in Bengal 1t
is ' Avana'.

Early in the moming before sunrise, the Aoor
is cleaned with water, the muddy floor being swept
for an even surface. Then cow-dung is used to cover
the floor, Finely ground rice flour 15 used to make
these drawings while the surface is still damp so that
it is held well. The eow-dung cover gives a darker
hackground to the mud floor in which the white rice
lines stand out.

Colouration of the artwork with hmestone
and red brick powder is employved on special
occasions. Modern interpretations employ coloured
chalk powders, and the latest fashion in kolams are
really vinyl stickers which defeat the original
PUrpOse.

A kolam is a form of painted artwork. The
drewing, starting with a certain number of pattern of
pints and curly lines going around these points. Many
of these are completed with a single line going in an
clegant Lig-Lag way around the entire sets of points,

Purpose of kolam

Decoration is not the sole purpose of kolam. It
iz really a form of painted prayer. [t is drawn ina Large
scale in temples to commemorate special occasions,
The Tamil month of “markazhi™ (Dec-Jan) is a
special month when large site kolams are put in front
of houses, with additional decoration with vellow
Mowers of pumpkin. Kolam 15 a symbol of invitation
welcome all into their home, not the least of whom is
the Goddess Laksmi, the Goddess of prosperity..

In the olden days kolams used to be drawn in
coarse rice flour, so that the ants don't have to work
hard for a meal, The rice powder is said to invite birds
and small insects to eat it, thus inviting other beings
into one's home and every day life: a daily tnbute to
harmonious coexislence.

[This article was based on the responses of N
Nandhivarman and Siva Thiyvagarajah for the
enguiries received from students by the Tamil
Information Centre on the significance of
Thaipongal and Kolam| +
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