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PUTTALAM
HISTORY AND TRDITIONS

Ccontents

Preface

Importance of history and Uses—Why history
should be recorded - Unbiased histories - Insufficient
history of North Western region - To help those who
want to do further resea'ch-l1t the data are not re-
corded even at present, they may be forgotten in
future.

Geographical back ground

History based on geographical back ground-Relief-
ports-rivers-Natural Vegetation-Crops-Irrigation-Tanks-
*Villus'-Resourecs from Lagoon-Sa!t production-Conch-
Pearl fishery-Fishing-An area protected from natural
disaster.

Basis of Research

Shri Lanka a part of Indian sub continent-Sea
obstacles-River of ‘Thamira Varuni‘-Research based
on Shri Lanka as part of Indian sub continent.

. ‘Centre of Human Origin

The first human being Adam descented in Shri
Lanka-adam’'s Peak-Adam’'s Bridge-Holy Prophet say-
ings-Shri Lanka the first place of prophecy-‘Hajrul
Aswadh’- Stone of Light’ was brought to Shri Lanka-
Place of human beings.

Sea Obstacles

‘Holy Qur-aan’ saying on destruction of Socie-
ties of human beings-King Rawana-Queen Alli-Queen
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Balkis Their reign and defeat-King Rawana’s golden
dome under the sea bed-‘Gondwanaland’ - Land of ‘Ra-
managa-"Ancient‘Lankapura’affected by sea.Obstacles-
‘Lakdiva’Lanka~'Laccadires’-Equator of earth through
Lanka-Sea erosion in Noth Western region-Islands
joining the main Land.

Importance of the North Western Coast

Commercial connection with ancient Arabs, Phoe=
nicians and Chinese-King Rawana’s tame-Why North
Western Coast was famous-Arab domination

Golden Land under reign of Queen

Female Kingdom-Region under the reign of Queen
Alli or Queen Balkis (‘Sheba’)-Proof in Holy Qur-aan-
Breach of dam ‘Arim’-Thorn Apple (Jujupe tree)
orchards.

Land of the Moor and Ponparappi

Tamil names allised--Kuthirai Malai’ the centre of
Ponparappi Pattu-The golden plain of the golden grain-
Food from ‘Eelam’-Thamiravaruni. Thambapani, Tham
bapannai-River of Thamiravaruni ( Porunai Aaru’)-
Taprabane-River Thamiravaruni flowed through Shri
Lanka to Tamil Nadu-Colonization-Kayal Pattanam the
town of Moors-Kala Oya the river of Moors-Arabic
Colonization-Ponparappi Land adjoining the Kayalpatta
nam is the Town of Moors -Mannaru (the river of sand)
bacomes Mannar - Funerary Urns -Urns found in the
river bed of Thamiravaruni - dolmans- Archaeological
research on Ponparappi - Similarily between Porunai
River in Tamil Nadu and Ponparappi - Mother of Lands
is the Moors’ River region - Fall of Ponparappi
Pattu-Wilpattu

Kuthiraimalai (Horse Mountain)

‘Hippuras’ - Area of Arab Colonization-Kuthirai
Malai as viewed by a poet - Ports of Ophir, ‘*Tarshish’-
Connection of Foreign traders - Kuthirai Malai Well’-
‘Achcha Nagar’
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10 Arrival of Vijaya

1.

12,

Prosperous community prior ro the arrival of Vijaya-
Vijaya’s - domination - How Hinduism and Buddhism
influenced informing Tamil and Sinhala community-
Kuveni’s Marriage-Kuveni’s desertion - Kuvni’s murder-
Children escaped-Border Line of Thonigala - Thammana
Nuwara - Magul Thota Munai-Reasons for desertion of
Kuveni - Large colonization from Tamil Nadu

Puttalam

Its position-Col'onization - Perukka Maram (Baobab
Tree)-Mosques - Why it was named Puttalam-Importan
ce of salt - Salt trade - ' Thavalam’ (Method of transport
of goods by bulls)-Kandy main route-Haaraseeya Pattu-
River of Peruvali - Annual feast-Kottukachcheri-Intro-
ducing salt production - Salterns - Ownership-Famous
high quality salt - Puttalam ruled by European:-Putta
lam Fort-Attitude of people-Structure of Community-
‘Wadies‘-Influence of Colombo Chetties - Wadi Cheifs-
Influence of Oor Marikayars and Oor Mudalalies

Ibn Battuta and King of Puttalam

Who is Ibn Battuta?-His Book of Travel - Arrival of
Ibn Battuta - Guest of Puttalam King - Discription of
Puttalam by Ibn Battuta-Ma-abar, Malabar - Domination
of sea by Puttslam King-Puttalam King's assistances
to lbn Battuta to visit Adam's Peak-Departure from
Puttalam to South India-Who is Puttaiam King - Arya
Chakrawarthi the title of heroism Arya Chakrawarthi
Thakkiyudeen Abdurrahman is Pandian VI - His capital
is Keelaikarai-Sultan Thakkiyudeen Abdurrahman from
Persian King’s family - The name of Puttalam King is
Dalam Agali Raja-He is a Independance King of small
territory-Refrences from the book of* Seithakkathiru
Marakayer Thirumana Vaalthu’ about Sulthan Thakkiyu-
deen-Connection with Ceylon-Shaikh Abu Abdullah bin
Khafit of Persia - Influence of Persian.
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Kalpity Peninsula

The sea gate to Puttalam - It being a land adjoin
ing Puttalam-Its antiquity - Cardiva lsland - Calpen-
tyn ‘Arasadi‘-Kalpity Fort-Exports - VOC - St! Peter’s
Church - Malays - ‘NaachchiAmman Gankaij’-

Thamil Pattu — Dhemalahath Pattu

Boundaries - Tamil Province, Malabar Province-
Tamil Soldiers-Malabaries-Influence of Tamil - Tamil-
as the Language of Muslims-Ancient names were in
Tamil-Antiquity of irrigation structure - Kala Oya dam.

Vanniyar

What is denoted by area of Vanni-Why they are
named Vanniyar-Vanni region-Colonization of Vanniyar-

Region of Mukkuwa Vanniyar-Domination and respect
of Vanniyar.:

Mukkuvar

Strength of Mukkuwar-Who are Mukkuvar-Why
they are named Mukkuwar-Cast division among Muk-
kuvar-Mukkuvar belong to Malabarian Ethinic group-
War between Mukkuvar and Karayar-Mukkuvar embra-
ced lIslam-Ownership of Lands-‘Muthira Koodam’
(Mooththor Koottam-Council of Elders) Mukkuvar
Cheifs-The marriage customs-Three copper plate.

Kaappirihal (Kaffirs)

Arrival in Shri Lanka-Services under Portugese and
Dutch-Arrival in Puttalam as soldiers-Revolt of Kaffirs-
Slave Island-Strength of Abesenians - Life of Kaffirs
under British Government - Music of Kaffirs - Songs-
Their number dwindling.

Pear! Fishery—(Salapam)

Its importance-Scenary of pearl fishery-Contribu-
tion of Muslim-Different methods of pearl fishing.
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Capturing of Elephants
Ditferent Methods of capturing elephants-Chasing
and capturing elephants by Veliant Muslim Panikkar-

Their routine- minutenes.

Ancient Transport routes

Kandy main route-Through Chilaw Puttalam/Kuru-
negala Road-Kurhirai Malai/Kandy main route-Puttatam/
Mannar Road-Puttalam/Colombo Road-Puttalam/Kalpity
rout-Kalpity /| Colombo Road (Threugh Maniyakaran

‘bound) - Puttalam/Etalai Puttalam/Kalpity Sea route-

Etalai/Kappaladi Road - Important of Etalai-St. Anne’s
Church-‘Kappal’ Song-Kalpity/Jaffna Sea route-Puttalam/
Coiombo canal route-Rail Road.

Puttalam Muhaiyadeen Kuthba Mosque

Land mark of Puttalam - Present situation - Vast
land belonging to Mosque - Donation of Vanniyar-
The land divided - Contribution of South Indian
Muslim Traders - Kandyan King Visit - His donations—
Managements - ‘Tinsellea Pagoda’ case - Arrival of
inquiring Commission - New Mosque construction
Committee - Opening  ceremony - Expenditures - Prio
Muhaiyadeen Dharga - One community.

Tinselled Pagoda Ceremony

Sandalwood Pagoda - why it was celebrated-How
a Pagoda was made - Month of Pagoda, Rabiul
Akhir - *‘Moulood® and Arm giving - Mosque’s scenary
during the Pagoda ceremony - Pagoda procession.

Palanquin and Flags procession

Construction of palanquin - Procession-Flags taken
into procession - Present situation:

‘Pancha‘ Ceremony

What ‘Pancha’ is - ‘Karbala’ event as a back
ground to ‘Pancha’ ceremony-Places where ceremony
is held-Different types of_‘Pancha’-structure Procession

" Scenery,

LIQUILIGLD



25.

26.

27.

28.

www.padippakam.com

Fire Walking

Reflecting Hindu Religious customs-Customs of
ancestors from Udappu - Places where held - Puttalam
Throupathi Amman Kovil - Methods of Ceremony-‘Thai-
kka Palli* grounds.

Races of Festive Days

Traditional events-Reason for such events - Places
where held - Events - Numerous events held in short
periods - Public co-operation

Months of Praise

Arabic Months and their colloquel names-Traditio-
nal flags hoistning in memory of those months-Practi-
ces of singing hymns-This habbit is decreasing-
Month of Asara - Saburukali-Moulood - Kanthoori of
Muhaideen Andavar-Kanthoori of Mathar-Kanthoori of
Nagoor-Thovath-Viraath-Noanbu - Festival of Noanbu-
Month of Idayatta - Month of Hadj.

Marriage customs among Muslims

Islamic marriage-¢Kavin® ceremony - Arrangements
of marriages-‘Panam’ Keeping (Engagement ceremony)-
‘Mothirakkadutham® (Registration of marriage First
step)-Presenting aring to the bridegroom - Exchange
of ‘Seer’ (gifts)-Fixing an auspicious day to marriage-
Invitation-‘*Kavin Soru’ (A wedding feast)- Decorafed
shed for Wedding-Permission from ‘Oor Marikayar®
(area cheif)-Ceremonial dress of the bridegroom - The
bridegroom in procession-Sharing milk and fruits-Chorus

- of joy by women - Applying hanna paste-‘Kaduttam’

(Registration Marriage-second step) - Arrival of bride—-
groom at bride’s residence-Entrusting the bride to the
bridegroom-Ceremonial dressing of the bride - Ceremo-
nial removal of the turban and coat of bridegroom-
‘Poothakkalam® and Rice (Part taking the first meal
by the couple immadiately after the marriage ceremony-
Part taking @ meal consisting of fish-Ceremonial bathi-
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ng-Sprinkling the bride with sweets-Giving cash gifts
to the bride-Home Coming - Starting the life togetiher
at the bride’'s residence,

History of Education

Sinhala and Tamil Educational system - basis of
Mustim Education - Schools for recital ‘Qur-aan’-Arabic
Tamil Education-Writing on wooden plank and reading-
Different stages in learning-Teaching recite Holy Qur-
aan-'Jildh* binding (Book)-‘Hams’ singing - ‘Mussaif’
boxes-School time-Different punishments - Parroting in
Chorus and memorising-Begining of the recitai of Al-
Qur-aan-Usage of Arabic Tamil in daily life - Tamil
Verandah Schools-Education of ola inscription - Memo
rising in form of poems-Writing in ola and preservati-
on-Islam as basis of Isilamic Education-Opposing attitu-
de on Islamic education by Portugese and Dutch-Begi-
ning of Islamic private Schools-Prior Schools-First Gov-
ernment Tamil School - Education in Puttalam Town-
Puttalam Government Boys Tamil School-Government
Girls Tamil School - Zahira Collcge - Kalpity Al-Agsa
Maha Vidyalaya-Re-organization of Schools-Verardah
Schools abandoned-Encouragement given by Islamic
Religious Personalities - Puttalam Cassimiya Arabic
Madrasa-Kalpity Rahmaniya Madrasa

Ornaments in Vogue

Ornaments worn in Head-Ears-Neck -Nose-Hands-
Legs-Common Ornaments

Ancestors in Living Memory

Justice Akbar- Simon Casichetty- Alhaj H. S. Ismail-
Alhaj S, M. Assenkudhoos - Dr. W, T, Ohimus- MRCS,
LRCP (Lond.) Mr. L. E. David -Mr.J W. P. Senathi-
rajah- Mr. W. A Muttukumaru - Alhaj S. A. K. Hameed
Hussain Marikat- Mr. S. A, M. Haniffa Marikar - Mr. E.
S. A. M. Faluloon Marikar-Alhaj T S. M. Abbas Mari-
kar- Alhaj A. M. Ali Marikar- Mr. M. M. Madar
Marikar- Kalpity Mr. Mohamed Thambi Marikar- Mr
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A. V. A, Ponni Mattu Marikar--Mr. S.M. JalaldeenMari-
kar-  Alhaj U. S. Mohamed- Mr. D. W.S. de Silva
Wickramatillake-Mr. L. B. Vindargon- Mr. N J. Alfred-

First Teachers- Mr, M. M. M.Omer-Alhaj M.O.M. Thahir-

Mr. Mohideen Ibrahim Udayar- M. K. A. Abdul Majeed
Marikar Poet- Karativa Sheik Alavudeen Poet- Kurinchi-
pity Sheik Ismail Marikar Poet- Alhaj M.M. Cader Sahib
Marikar-Mr. P.. T. Mahumood - Mr. M. A. Salih - Mr. S.
M. M. Cassim-"Mr. S. M. M. Ibunu- E. S. M. Family-
Village Marikars’ Family - Family of Native Physicians-
Native Physicians who treats cases of poisoning-Family
of Village Headman- Pilot Teachers, ‘Muhallams-
Religious Wisemen - Sammattiyars - Family of Ambala
karanars. ' e

Puttalam today

Its prominence in the past diminishing - Delay in
communication with other places - Content in living
closely together - Backward in Education-Economically
opposite Societies - Delay in forming middle class
societies-People not affected by outside changes - Begi
ning of connections with outside - 1976 riots-Influence
of different social and religious sectarian movements-
Attention should be paid to economy - Encouragement
needed in higher education,
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