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BRIEF NOTE ON OUR ARCHIVAL COLLECTION

i (‘%i Our ancient Tamils failed to record properly the important historical
. events, their cultural and political developments in their period and we are
it experiencing the consequences now. To understand the life and social changes
“'ﬁg of the ancient Tamils, we have no alternative but to refer to the Mahavamasa
t‘ I”| and other historical documents written and collected by the Buddhist monks.
' We are well aware of the very low estimate of these Sinhalese Buddhist monks
W towards the Tamils and we cannot expect that they will give a true picture of
! the history of Tamils in the historical records of that time.

| F‘

. This trend still prevails among our Tamils. While I was a student at the
~ college, our master who taught history to us, pointed out this pathetic situation
| of the Tamil community and wanted the students to record the present
- situation by collecting, preserving and publishing books of the historical
~ events and changes that are taking place in our time.

: The year 1956 is an important period for the Lankan Tamils. It is a history
that Sinhalese language was declared as the only official language of Srilanka
by an act of parliament brought by the then prime minister of Srilanka,

| Srilankan Tamils and the prominent Tamil party, the Federal Party staged a
non-violent satyagraha in front of the Srilankan parliament - The Galle Face
Green. The satyagrahis were brutuaily attacked by the Sinhalese thugs and
" hoodlums with the support of the Govt. The news and photographs of this

' incident appeared in all the national daily’s on the 6th of June 1956. Thus,

from the day onwards we started collecting, preserving and documenting all
~ the news pertaining to Tamils of Srilanka. This project still continues. In

.| order to collect more news for our project, I visited many shops which were
* selling old news papers. Bundles of old newspapers were brought from Jaffna,
. Batticaloa and Trincomalee by lorries. Due to accumulation of news papers,
@fﬁ I employed two part time assistants. News was arranged date wise, month
. wise and year wise and pasted on large size books.

' As we started this documentation work only in June 1956, we decided to
. collect news prior to the 1956 period. Prof. Vidyananthan of University of
- Jaffna came to help me by giving permission to photo copy the very old

al p 4
| L =]

| news papers and Magazines which were available in the university library.
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The newspapers and magazines given by him are from 1889 onwards. Some
of the private collectors came to donate also their collections and all volumes
of the Eelakesari weekly which started publishing from 1930 were donated
for our project.

I am giving below the names of some of the newspapers that were
collected by us for this project .

MORNING STAR

HINDUORGAN

EELAKESARI (1930-1957 FULL VOLUME)

VIRAKESARI

SUTHAN THIRAN

THINAKARAN

DAILYNEWS.

SUN

SATURDAY REVIEW (FULL VOLUME)

EELANADU

SARINEGAR (FULL VOLUME)

TRIBUNE ( “ “ )

THISAI ( « “)

THINAMURASU ( From 1st issue to 2002 )

DHINAPATHI

SUNDAY TIMES

SUNDAY OBSERVER

THINAKURAL

CHINTAMANI

ISLAND

SUDAROLI

HOTSPRING

APPRECIATION AND RECOGNITION FOR OUR COLLECTIONS
IN PEOPLESVIEW

“Our ¢ollections were placed for the first time at the Federal Party annual

conference held at Kalmunai (Eastern province) in the year 1963. That
exhibition was inaugurated and honoured by Mr. S.J.V. Chelvanayagam, the
father of Tamils. Thereafter it was appreciated by inland and foreign scholars
when we exhibited the same at the World Tamil conference, inaugurated by
the noted Tamil scholar, Father Taninayagam in the year 1974 in Jaffna.
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. HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS TRAVELLED ACROSS THE SEAS

N o ffluisensEl Quigib LweaTL@ID.

e ereur Gouernriy., eunLp S H1HCetr.

Collections excluding political matters were taken across the sea to Canada
with the permission of Lankan government exhibited at the World Tamil
heritage conference held at Toronto, Canada, in the year 1997. At the request
of Tamils who lived in Norway, the same was brought on sea route, and
placed at the exhibition conducted at the Norway University.

NORWAY GOVERNMENT’S FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS

If there is no history, there is no life for the Tamils. It is our motto to
collect history and rise in the world. It is my long time dream to make our
collection into micro films for our generation and to conserve it. After
returning from Norway I sent a letter to the Lankan Norway embassy with
pictures, information and appreciation of Norway, Canada and Lankan
scholars and seeking financial assistance for the object of making micro
films. This requisition was accepted and financial assistance was given for
two years by the embassy.

These micro film reels which reveal the history of the Tamils from the
year 1889, numbering about 250, were sent to foreign country for security
considerations.

We are continuing this micro filming project and we earnestly solicit to
the support and co-operation of the world Tamils.
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AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES :

THE TAMIL ARCHIVAL DOCUMENTS
ON THE VERGE OF DECAYING

| (This is slightly abridged translation of the Tamil article which appeared
§ in “Virakesari” - the premier tamil Daily in Sri Lanka, on 5th July 1998.)

To know the heritage of a community, one must go to the Archives
and Museum of the country. The documents there reflect the people of
| their past social, cultural, and economic systems. Every country in the
8l world has established Archives & Museums for this purpose. This is
considered the common feature. The Archives contain the seripts, papers,
Journals , books and manuscripts of all the communities irrespective of
8 their caste,colour,language and religion. That is why they are’ called
“National Archives”, by the respective countries. The National Archives
| of Sri Lanka was established during the British rule. The books, papers,and
| journals published among the Sinhala and Tamil communities and the

s scripts from the ancient Jaffna Kingdom were preserved in documented

| form and stored in this Archives. The University students, and researchers
in history and educationist$ who pursue higher education malle use of
such documents and bring out excellent information relevant to the present
and future. But as far as the Sri Lankan National Archives is concerned-
it is observed that it fast loses its “National” identity, being one sided and
for one particular ethnic community.

When recently I joined an Australian national, a history lecturer from
Sidney University, to the Sri Lankan National Archives, my eyes welled
when I'looked at the fate of the Tamil documents there. My heart fumed
to know that the fate of the present tamil community has befallen their
historical documents as well. The calculated attempts to conceal the past
history of the Tamil community started with the burning of the Jaffna
library in 1981. This library was considered as a model and formost library

# inthe whole of Asia. Like the termites eating and destroying gradually,
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the attempted concealment of the history of the Tamils has become a
gradual process. The appalling condition of the Sri Lankan Archives
examplifies it.

The old Sinhala and English documents have been well protected. Most
of the Sinhala papers, books and journals appeared only after 1900 but
they have been well bounded and many are micro-filmed, and kept. Even
papers that came out as recently as 1940, 1945 have been micro-filmed.
The Tamil journals, papers and manuscripts which are 100 and 150 years
old and in a perishable state are left high and dry and it is doubtful
whether these will be protected and micro-filmed even in the near future.
These underlines that the Sri Lankan Govt. is in the forefront not only in
human rights violation but in the violation of a race’s historical rights as

well.

Irony is that the National Archives has no Tamil officers or tamil
librarians. When the Tamil researchers who go there and ask for onething,
the Sinhala librarians give something else. Except a few most of the
librarians do not know English, either........

$¢

. the ethno nationalism has not spared even the protection of the
historical documents which are a common property of a country. There had
been a Tamil Director in the Sri Lankan.Archives from 1962-1983. It was
in his time some papers and historical documents had been bounded and
micro-filmed. How could the Tamil documents be preserved when there

are no Tamil officers or employees. Why has the Government not realised
it? ........ o

“.... In this situation, the Tamil educationists, the non-Government Tamil
organisations, and literary institutions must take some immediate measures
to protect and preserve the remaining archival materials for posterity.

2

............
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(The Letter signed and sent by Prof.S.Pathmanathan, of the
Peradeniya University and Other Professors & Lecturers Requesting,
The High Commissioner, Norway to Continue the financial
Assistance Given By Norad for a Couple of years to enable the
Inter national tamils archives to micro film the balance documents)

To,
His excellency
The Ambassador for Norway in Srilanka
Ward Place, Colombo - 07

Your Excellency,

Mr. R.Kanagaratnam, who has established a Documentation
centre, The International Tamil Archives, pertaining to the cultural
heritage of the Tamil people living in Srilanka and in diffrent parts of |
the world, has been working on this project over a long period of
time.The centre which he has established fills a vacuum that has
existed till recently in respect of facilities for Tamil Studies.

The support provided by NORAD during last year has enabled
Mr.Kanagaratnam to establish the Archives on a sound basis. The
process of micro - filming the documents at the ITA has progressed
smoothly.

We have visited his centre on several occasions and found that
it has the potential of providing to scholars local and foreign, rare
and valuable, materials required for research.

" We earnestly request that the support by NORAD for the centre
should be continued for a couple of years.

Thanking you
Yours sincerely,
9 ‘ %Mkumw

S.Pathmanathan,
Professor of History
University of Peradeniya
Prof. C.Arunasalam

Asso. Professor, W‘D—w .
Dept. of Tamil, ' K’n’“’w"
University of Peradeniya
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Prof. K.Nageswaran
Senior Lecturer

Dept. of Languages,
Sabaragamuwa University

Prof.A.Sevarajah
Dept. Of Political Science
University of Peradeniya

Dr.N.Velmurugu
Senior Lecturer

Dept. of Geography
University of Peradaniya

P.Sothinathan

Lecturer, Dept. of Economic
University of Pradeniya

V.Tharmathasan

Lecturer

Dept. of Beonomics and Commerce
University of Peradeniya

Prof. Karthigasu Sivathamby
2/7, Ramgate, 58, 37th Lane, Colombo

K.Karunanithy

Lecturer, Faculty of Education
University of Colombo, Colombo - 6

Prof. S.Sandarasegaram

Prof. of Education
Colombo University, Colombo - 6

Dr.Thurai Manokaran
Senior Lecturer, Dept. Of Tamil
University of Peradeniya
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INTERNATIONAL TAMILS’ ARCHIVES

- By K.S. Sivakurmaran
It might be interesting to the readers that a gentleman from
Kurumbasiddy in the Jaffna peninsula and now living in Kandy is doing a
valuable service for the benefit of researchers belonging to whatever
community we belong to. Valuable material concerning our country is being
microfilmed in 60 mm in 1200 pages and 35 mm in 600 pages. The man
behind this venture is Kurumbasiddy Era. Kanagaratnam. His archives is
called international Tamils’ Archives. In Tamil it is called “Ulahath
Thamilar Aavanakkapaham”

He informs that with the kind assistance of NORAD , he has filmed
about 100 years history of the Tamil speaking community of Sri Lanka for
posterity, and adds “ we wish to deposit duplicate copies in various
locations. Duplicate copies are available on request

Documents relating from 1889 to August 2001, mainly printed matter,
are available in microfilm. ‘

Some of these are: Ceylon Patriot / Thesabimani (1834), Political
Clippings taken from the Hindu Organ(1899-1929), Times of Ceylon
Supplement on Jaffna (1924), Political news clippings taken from English
/Tamil newspapers of Sri Lanka (1930-1997), Tribune (1954-1977),
Independent ( 1977-1978), Saturday Review (1982-1999), Lanka Guardian
(1982-1999), London Thamil Times (1996-2001), Tamil Culture, and also
many other materials including political cartoons.

I feel that this effort is laudable. Microfilming of interviews with
respected celebrities incorporating illustrations of their contribution is also
desirable.

As the next step Mr Kanagaratnam should also deposit in archives the
positive contributions the members of other communities have made in
understanding and building up bridges amongst our various communities
inthis multi-faceted country of ours.

I notice that Mr Kanagaratnam has so far documented only the political
aspects of the Tamils in this country and not so much on cultural, social
and other aspects. Of course he has profiled Tamil publications like the
Eelakeseri (1930 - 1957),Suthanthiran (1947 - 1952), Kesari (1946 - 1948).
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Viduthalai (1967 - 1973), Thisai (1989 - 1990), Sari Nihar (1990 - 2001),
Thina Murasu (1993 - 2001), France Eelamurasu (1996 - 2001) and Idi (2001)
- all of which might have articles and features on Culture including literature.

I would suggest that little magazines that have died and the existing ones
like Moontravathu Manithan, Gnanam, Mallikai, Yatra, Thayaham, Vibhavi
could also be made into microfilms, they contain valuable materials.

Politics is no doubt an important element in our life and it is only one
aspect in understanding people.There are other aspects too. Nevertheless
Mr.Era Kanagaratnam should be congratulated for his enterprising spirit.
We all need to thank him on this project.

The Island

N R S S e B e D R e T i

UNIVERSITY TEACHERS’ FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (JAFFNA)
UNIVERSITY, JAFFNA

After much fruitless search, it was Mr. Kurumbasiddy

R.Kanagaratnam of the International Tamil’s Archives, Kandy, who

provided me a copy of a rare document dealing with 1977 violence. The
tamil community owes Mr. Kanagaratnam a debt for his perseverance and

¢| commitment in setting up this archives.

s ACKNOWLEDGEMENT UTHAR

For providing valuable documents to publish for their book “Broken
Palmera”
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MICRO FILMING IS IN PROGRESS
AT THE ARCHIVES
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ROYAL NORWEGIAN EMBASSY

COLOMBO Ou-r Date Our Reference
17/11/98 98/183-
| Enqulrles to H.R.M. Shibly Your Date Your Reference

Mr. Era Kanagaratnam
International Tamils’Archives

128/8 Chetty Gardens : Activity No: 031/426/98

Mulgampola Attention : Mr.Per. Baadnee,
Kandy

CONTRACT ON MICRO FILMING THE HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS
Dear Mr. Era Kanagaratnam,

Reference is made to the activity proposal received at the Embassy on 26.6.98 and
subsequent correspondence. The Royal Norwegian Embassy is pleased to inform you that
it has accepted the activity proposal for funding with a slight modification in the budget
proposal. Kindly note that miscellaneous expenses are not usually accommodated.

To this effect, please find enclosed a Contract in duplicate. If the terms and conditions

therein are acceptable to you, please return them both to the Embassy duly signed.
Kindly also initial on the bottom of all pages of the Contract, including the Annexes.
Please leave “Place” and “Date” blank. A countersigned set will subsequently be returned
to you, along with a cheque for the first instalment.

This Embassy is representing NORAD in Colombo and therefore signs the Contract
on NORAD’s behalf. Please note that the Embassy shall adhere strictly to all the terms
and conditions of the Contract. We expect your organisation to do the same. Please note
that article 3.2 of the Contract regarding the final instalment states that it will be reimbursed
after incurring the expenditure, while the first two instalments will he disbursed in advance.
In your correspondence relating to this activity, please always quote our reference number:
98/183- and the activity number: 031/426/98 and address all ‘correspondence to the
Ambassador of this Embassy.

We trust that this partnership between our Embassy and your organisation will be
a fruitful one.

Yougs sincerely, K&/‘/@\/
!I%gi?/\\/.erleven
Jon Weslbd Second Secretary

Ambjssador

| Postal Address: Office Address: Telephone: Telex: Telelax:

- P.0.Box 2010, 34 Ward Place 34 Ward Place +692263/8936/9457 21340 NORAD CE  +695009
Golombo 7 Cotombo 7 +687534
. Sl Lanka 8r Lanka
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|
Dear Mr. Era Kanagaratnam,
Thanks you for your message and for the micro film reels.

First of all, | would like to apologise for remaining silent so long. But, at feast, | can
now offer you a very concrete solution.

Two days ago, | was in Glarus - a srnaii canton in the heart of Switzerland, for the
meeting of the Swiss Committee for the Protection of Cultural Goods. Qur host was Dr.
Hans Laupper, the Cantonal Archivist and Librarian.

I told Dr. Laupper about your project and asked him what solution he would suggest.
He immediately said he would be interested in harbouring your documents in the
framework of the Glarus-Archive.

I sent Dr. Laupper all the documents | have about your project as well as the micro
film reels. | suggest you get in touch with him directly to discuss the details of the

implementation.

Dr. Hans Laupper
Landesarchiv Hauptstrasse 60
CH-8750 Glarus

Tel. ++ 41 55 646 65 70

or ++4155646 6570

Fax ++ 41 55 646 65 98

If, as i very much hope, this partnership concretises, the Swiss Commission for
UNESCO would give it its patronage. This official acknowledgement doest not imply a
financial support but it might help for the fundraising. It would also be a complementary
guaranty for the security of the archives.

Dr. Laupper is a very competent and committed person. Your documents couldn’t
be in better hands and | am confident that this project will develop to your mutual
satisfaction.

I send copy of this mail to Dr. Laupper, to Mrs Monika Thiebaud, President of the
UNESCO Club Fribourg, and to your contact in Fribourg, Mr. Suresh Yogarajah.

If you want to know a little bit more about Glarus (the tourism page is in English)

Kindest regards,

Madeleine Vivian

Deputy Secretary General

Swiss Commission for UNESCO

Federal Department of Foreign Affairs CH-3003 Bemne
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