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EULOGY TO MY THAMBI ;:
SABARATNAM SABALINGAM

"Where’er I roam, whatever realms to see,
My heart untravelle’d fondly turns to thee;
My brother good morning.

With sarong tied in a way typical only to you, the slight
hunch; a manifestation of your earlier sacrifice for the
cause , the shuffle, the slipper screeching I see you with a
tissue in your right hand rushing from kitchen to study,
posing momentarily in the sitting room. Was it yesterday? oh
no; it was back in September but the image is real and vivid.
Sitting in front of my computer trying to compose a short
reminiscent of you, I am already lost; where do I start. I
know you would have said “sinnannah sollunka" (brother, tell
me). Yes thampi I will, but still where do I start. The most
amusing thing I remember was when you took my bicycle telling
" Anna I will be back in thirty minutes" only to return three
days lat .er and said "Anna your bicycle has now got two new
tyres". The smile and twinkle in your eyes defused the
situation. I remember playing cricket with you in the front
garden of the Arasady road house. The game you played hard but
fair, glimpse of your enduring philosophy we saw in later
years.

With our tears welling because of your ’‘murder most foul’,
committed by cowards, I am reminded of the dew on the jasmine
flowers we used to pick for the temple in Velanai. Now our
tears would have dried the flowers. Even in death you spoke
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to me as I stood in front of you on the afternoon of the 4th
may. We all know your heart had been shattered before by the
inhumanity towards the oppressed, the outcast, the refugee and
the common ideals besmirched by cruelty, greed and narrow
self-righteousness. The hate of your assassins can only
shatter the physical but not the abstract, as they never will
know such concepts even if it was gift-draped to them. You
lived by your intellect and understood that our liberation
could only be achieved by using the weapons of integrity,
reason, patience, understanding and love. The bullet of the
imbecile could not breached your skull, thus illustrating to
the whole world that while your physical being could be
destroyed, the intellectual argument you espoused and made the
ultimate sacrifice for will live for ever more. Those who
committed the heinous crime will never see such sarcastic
smile with which you have left us. You have died a hero. I
am in no doubt that this smile alone will haunt those with the
Calvinist view that there is only one truth and those who
think differently are to be eliminated.

Rabiindranath Tagore once said there is only one history, the
history of man. For me as one of my colleague said today, it

is my beloved Lingan, it is, you for us, forever. All our
national histories are just mere chapters. You will always
remain the undying spirit of man who lifted the hearts of
mankind to the heights we all aspire for, a new society and a
new civilization.

The period prior to your incarceration in the 70’s comes to
mind; while we the mortal continue to worry about the
impending doom to the family, you, soon to be the victim
continue to advice us on the mundane. A philosophy of
containment, which I appreciated only recently. As Doctor
S.Radhakrishnan once wrote; that through failure and tragedy
we the mortal might rise to higher reaches of spiritual
victory. I am certain now more than ever that we shall
overcome ignorance, suspicion, malice and hatred in our
society. You will remember the murunkai tree splitting at the
time of your first arrest, when we felt nothing but sadness,
the strength with which you have lived since, showed that the
ancient tree saluted you. My brother, I miss you terribly.

When I saw your body on the the 4th of May 1994, I was
reminded of the past suffering inflicted on to you by a
different people for an apparently justifiable reason. There
I was in Kandy University Hospital, watching a young prisoner
of only 23 years old in coma, chained hands and foot to all
four posts of a bed. It was you my brother Lingan. To this
day, I have never been prouder than that day to be a doctor,
as I was able to care and thus give you back to this world; an
intellect and humanitarian. In 27 years of medical training
and practice, I have yet to see another incidence of such
horrific back injuries as you had sustained then, without the
associated paraplegia. It was your courage and determination
that enabled you to walk normally. I salute you my brother and
only hope that I am endowed with a fraction of that courage.
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hen all hopes of your existence was to be extinguished due to
the enormity of your injuries sustained then; I can but only
remember another hero of your status who gave you his blood
and thus blessed you to continue the struggle for all Tamils
worldwide. I can do nothing but salute you Honourable
Kuddumani for your kindness and bravery. The blood shed on
the 1st May 1994 is thus yours too, my most honoured friend.

My beloved thampi Lingan would have liked to know why I am so
proud of him; then, now and forever. I shall enumerate: It
is because of your honesty and your fight against the
cussedness in human nature of moral blindness. Your enduring
struggle against ignorance, suspicion, malice and hatred. :
Your courage against resistant to change and to scrap old i
prejudices. Your enlightened view of the world to view your :
fellowman as a friend as a collaborator in a common purpose
and not as potential enemy to be feared, hatred, and killed.
Your believe in the concept that we all should change the mind
of our opposition without resorting to force. If we

disagree with our opponent, it is not justification for
destroying him. To have given voice to those Tamils who have
no voice. Your enormous achievements in such a forshorten
life. Above all being an unreconstructed Tamilan. To me
personally; I have lost my best friend and confidante. My
thampi; with whom can I now share my achievements and
triumphs?. While you were unduly modest about your
achievements, you were generous in giving credit to my meagre
efforts. I shall forever be without your kindness and
generosity. I regret this enormously.

Lacking your quick intellect, I am unable to take snap shots
of the rapidly passing film of your life. But I am able to
give a global view of my impression of my dearest thampi. A
man of simple tastes, instinctively generous, ungoverneably
corny, dquite without artifice, totally loyal, utterly
unaffected, unfailingly enthusiastic, highly principled,
endearingly old-fashioned, immensely stubborn, seemingly
ageless until the assassination. A tireless and conscientious
worker with an innate wisdom tempered with by a refined sense
of judgement and good humour. He devoted his life for the
Tamils but ironically to be killed by Tamils with no
conscience. He was a wise and articulate man, logical,
intellectually honest and considerate, to me he was one of
the greatest Tamilan to have ever lived.

The world has bled since the 1st may and had suffered from the
dogmatism, of conformity. As you often said before, I cannot
understand people with so much devotion and so little
understanding. History tells us that all those who chose
domination by force broke against the rock of moral law and
came to their end. Here a Greek saying is more apt "Those
whom gods would destroy they first make mad". I shall
remember forever on your behalf; of those in the 70’s and 80’s
conformist to the politics of the sinhalese state, now saying
that the love of truth constrains them to denounce error of
your killing.
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You said not so long ago that, if we are sincere in our
intention and earnest in our effort, we get to the supreme.
With your death we seem to have reached the height of
irresponsibility. With so many Tamil’s heart destroyed and
their dream shattered, but the beacon of hope you gave to so
many will reverse the historical inevitability. You would
hope as I presume; that there would be men like yourself with
so much energy and sacrifice, eager to rectify the personnel
injustice of the world.

I was and will always be proud to have shared a long
relationship with you my beloved brother. I believe that when
mankind awakes to the truth, universal brotherhood will follow
and will regret your untimely forced departure. My present
predicament was aptly stated by Catullus in 87 BC

I come, by brother, to your piteous grave,

To bring you the last offering in death

And o’er dumb dust expend an idle breath;

For fate has torn your living self from me,

And snatched you, my brother, 0, how cruelly!

You take these gifts, brought as our fathers bade
For sorrow’s tribute to the passing shade;

A brother’s tears have wet them o’er and o’er;
And so my brother, hail, and farewell evermore !.

I salute you my beloved brother and bid you farewell for now.
We will meet again, as Solomon said; one man in a million will
stick closer than a brother. I shall forever be grateful to
you for your friendship, kindness and being my thampi. We
will remember you to eternity sweet brother.

Now you belong to the ages.

Bon Voyage and Good night.

Your proud brother and family.

%
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Professor. Sabaratnam Sabanathan MBBS, DM, FRCS (Eng & Edin),
FICA.

Hunterian Professor to the Royal College of Surgeons of
England.

Consultant Cardio-Thoracic Surgeon, Bradford, England.
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ASSASSINATION OF S.SABALINGAM
IN PARIS ON 1 MAY 1994

SABARATNAM SABALINGAM, who has
been living with his family in Paris for the
last several years, was shot at point-blank
range and killed in the presence of his wife
and child in their own home by two gunmen,
known to be Tamils, on 1 May 1994.

Born on 14 January 1952 in Velanani in the
Jaffna peninsula in northern Sri Lanka,
SABALINGAM had been a pioneer of the
Tamil liberation struggle. He spent some
three years in Sri Lankan jails for his active
participation in the 1970s in struggles
against State repression of Tamils. He came
to France in 1981 to avoid further
persecution. He was a well known writer,
publisher of Tamil literary works, human
rights activist and a documentalist, besides
working in an organisation assisting Tamil
refugees with their problems.

SABALINGAM's assassins had gained entry
into his residence under false pretences -
having telephoned him and seeking his
assistance and an appointment to discuss
some of their personal problems. The
gunmen arrived at about 2.30 pm on 1 May
1994, rang the door bell, and the
unsuspecting family members allowed them
into the house. The two‘who arrived were
Tamils and spoke Tamil. Within two minutes
of their arrival, one of them pulled out a gun
and shot at SABALINGAM several times -
one bullet pierced through his forehead
killing him almost instantly. The two killers
wrenched off the telephone wires,
threatened the terror-stricken family
members not to shout and escaped.

While there have been many politically
motivated acts of violence among Tamils in
some western countries, SABALINGAM's
brutal assassination is the first one of its
type - a well planned premeditated murder
carried out by persons trained and deployed
to physically eliminate the likes of
SABALINGAM who think and act
independently - carried out in a western

country. Similar acts of assassinations have
occurred among Tamils in Sri Lanka and
India over the years, but the kiling of
SABALINGAM in Paris sets a new and
dangerous trend.

We condemn the brutal assassination of
SABALINGAM as an act of unmitigated
terrorism. It is a dangerous and sinister
development threatening the safety and
security of all Sr Lankans, particulary
Tamils, living in European countries who
wish to exercise their basic right to free
expression. There is no doubt that the
murder of SABALINGAM was ordered not
only to physically eliminate him, but also to
serve as an example and a warning to other
independent persons within the expatriate
Tamil community.

We call upon all those concerned with basic
human and democratic rights to join us in
denouncing the assassination of
SABALINGAM and similar politically
motivated acts of individual terrorism.

We call upon the French Authorities to
vigorously pursue the investigation into the
killing of SABALINGAM and to bring the
culprits to justice.

We also alert the British Government to the
prospect of this dangerous spectre of
political violence and assassinations visiting
independent minded Tamils living in the UK
and to their deeply felt concem and fear in
this respect, and eamestly urge that the
authorities do take such preventive and
precautionary steps as are necessary to
avoid such crimes being committed against
defenceless persons living in the UK.

Issued By the COMMITTEE AGAINST
POLITICAL KILLINGS

P.O.Box 3186
London E17 6TJ
9 May 1994
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...... A founder of the publishing institution, ASIA, Sabalingam was responsible for the
publication, among others, of works ofcontemporary Tamil poets like V.L.S Jeyapalan,
Cheran, Arunthatlry, Selvam and Cholaikili, the re - publication of "The History of the
Muslims of Puttalam”, " Puthiyathor Ulagam", "Yaalpana Vaipava Malai”, " Eluding
Peace” containing articles by Taraki in the Sunday Island, and "Emergency 58"
containing the story of the anti - Tamil riots of 1958 by Tarzie Vittachi. He has also
been responsible for translation and distribution of the reports by the university
Teachers for Human Rights (Jaffia). At the time of his murder, Sabalingam is reported

to have been, in collaboration with another Tamil writer, involved in a project of
writing the history of the Tamil Liberation struggle....
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..The foul assassination of S Sabalingam at No.3 Allee paul Leautaud, Sarcelles, @
quiet middle class neighbbourhood in Paris on May day is the first Tamil political
murder in the west. And as such it has deeply perturbed the Tamil expatriate
community in Europe and Canada. It has also no doubt added to the worries of many
Tamils in Europe who are faced with the threat of forced and imminent repatriation,
and who have always felt despite the occasional unruliness on the part of newly arrived
wouth that the best Way to make their stay in those climes permanent and profitable was
to impress upon their host governments that they were a hardworking and peaceful lot.

But with the dastardly murder of Sabalingam it is only oo clear that the bloody
business of Eelam politics will permit them no peace of mind even in those distant
climes where they have sought refuge- The Sabalingam [ knew was a peaceful man. He
helped refugees with their paper work, was an avid collector of books on Sri Lanka, and
did whatever was possible in his own small way 10 encourage writers and poets here
and abroad..... o

__Another member of this group was pushparajah; who like Perumal later joined
the EPRLF and was its representative in France for many years. He was closely
associated with Sabalingam's recent work which has led many people who are in
a curry to provide information to claim that Sabalingam was @ member of the EPRLF
by: Taraki

The Island Intcrnational
11.05,1994.
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“I do not agree with a word of what you say, but
I’ll defend to the death your right to say it”

- Voltaire
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