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UTEST &HGHSI:

"It is not the sacrifice that is important but who will benefit from that sacrifice” - your choice of these words expresses the worldview of
the struggle, reminding us of what to value, and where to keep the focus in our creative efforts. From the words of every leader of the
struggle, written or spoken, from how people in the struggle talk to each other and to others, from all this we can see what they value in
life, how they see the world, explain their point of view and give reasons for their actions. When | read your words | see words and
ideas that are not of the world in which | live (London), instead they express a particular political culture, a worldview that is precious
and unique - it is this that makes me love your writings. In the world in which | live ‘sacrifice’ is not a shared value, it is so alien to this
culture to the extent that it even sounds perverse...just as perverse as it may be for you to hear that the international community could
read your ‘sacrifice’ to mean sacrifice for the king, sacrifice for god, sacrifice for personal career development, none of which has the
value or meaning of the sacrifice belonging to the Tamil Eelam struggle. Your meaning of ‘sacrifice’ is hidden to them, just as the
political culture of the international community is hidden to most of the Tamil community. This is why we will all have different ideas to
your question ‘How did Sri Lanka get the support of the world and how did we get isolated?’. There may be a geopolitical analysis of the
world, but there is also a political cultural analysis of the world, which considers the historical evolution of current hierarchies. Each
offers a different insight, a different dimension. For me unless we consider racial hierarchies established by colonial rule we don’t have
a clear idea of how the Sinhalese were favoured as rulers over the Tamils and how they continued to be favoured.

Poongkothai, London 2/13/2010 10:34:03 AM
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