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QUR LEADER AND MENTOR

Central Committee
EPRLF

19th June 1990 is a day that will always be in our memories
- a day that signals an irreplaceable loss to our people and
our Party. It is also a day that signals restitution and a firm
resolve that our struggle against Fascism and for peace.
Democracy and social progress shall continue regardless of
the magnitude of the task and setbacks.

19th June was the day when Comrade Pathmanabha was

gunned down by the Fascist ‘Tigers'. His personality was
manifest even in his death, when he stood in front of his other
comrades taking the full blast of the first volley of fire. In
order to fully grasp the personality, charisma and leadership
qualities of Comrade ‘Nabha’, it is essential to place him
within the wider context of the struggle of the Eelam Tamils
to exercise their inalienable right of self - determination, the
struggle of the exploited and oppressed sections within the
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Eelam social formation against class
exploitation and caste dominance and
the specific role of the EPRLF in these
struggles. Comrade Nabha lived for
his People and his Party - and eventu-
ally died for them. He had no existence
that was separate and distinct from
that of the people and Party.

Comrade Pathmanabha was born on
19th November 1951 into a middle
class family from Kankesanthurai in
Jaffna. Despite a stable and a harmo-
nious family background, comrade
Nabha refused to be lulled into a self
centered complacency that is typical
of any ‘middle class’ existence. His
first exposure to social movements
that was able to demonstrate its ca-
pacity to challenge the rigidity and
backwardness of the caste ridden
Jaffna society was the anti-caste
struggle of the mid 60s. Although
Comrade Nabha's family belonged to
the dominant vellala caste, he was
particularly sensitive towards and
angered by the human degradation
inherent in an acutely caste ridden
and caste conscious society. The anti
caste movement in the mid-60s, which
encompassed the broad left and pro-
gressive intelligentsia, had a lasting
impact on Comrade Nabha who was
then in his mid-teens. It is necessary
to mention here that one of the centers
of the anti-caste agitation was the
Mavattapuram Hindu Temple which
was located in the neighbourhood
where Comrade Nabha lived and noto-
rious for barring entry to those of the
depressed castes.

During the late 60s and early 70s,
Comrade Nabha was caught-up in the
turmoil of youth unrest and student
movement which then had become a
world-wide phenomenon. While the
youth movements all over the world
were closely linked to agitations against
U.S. Imperialist aggressionagainst the

2

Vietnamese people, they also had their
internal dimensions and specificities
depending on the socio-economic and
political situation prevailing in each
society. In the Sri Lankan context, the
youth movement was the direct result
of unemployment and landlessness,
while theupheavals amongst the Tamil
youths were, in addition to the above
factors, fuelled by state discrimination
in the sphere of land, employment and
education. The 1971 insurrection led
by the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna
(JVP), despite its adventurist nature,
introduced for the first time into the
SriLankan polity, the element ofarmed
struggle.

The introduction of armed struggle
into the agenda of the Tamil National
Movement, was however, still in its
formative stage. The main emphasis
was still on peaceful agitations and an
increasing emphasis on the “Indian
Factor” prompted by the liberation of
Bangladesh with direct support from
India. Comrade Nabha and his Com-
rades in the Tamil Student Federa-
tion, established around 1972, how-
ever were not prepared to neglect the
need to create the necessary interna-
tional conditions for the emancipation
of the Eelam Tamils. They also were
beginning to adopt an internationalist
perspective and grapple with the prob-
lems of nationalilies and national lib-
eration movements in other societies.
It was a period of youth militancy
coupled with an increasing awareness
of the external dimensions.

The brutal repression of the Tamil
youths and students, who were no
where close to challenging state power,
by the SLFP-led coalition and the in-
discriminate firing by the Police in
Jaffna on the crowds that had gath-
ered to walch the concluding session
of the 1974 International Tamil Con-
ference, brought the element of armed
resistance into the agenda of the Tamil
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Youth Movement. To Comrade Nabha,
who served in the volunteer youth
corps at the conference dealing with
security and organisational aspects,
the brutal use of state power against a
defenceless gathering at a cultural
event made him to irrevocably accept
the inevitability and the necessity of
armed resistance.

From the mid-70s onwards Comrade
Nabha dedicated himself to the task of
forging an organisation that would
transcend mere individual terrorism
on the one hand, and opportunistic
parliamentary politics, on the other.
These efforts led to the formation of the
Eelam Liberation Organisation of which
Comrade Nabha was a co-founder
along with comrade Varatharajape-
rumal and others. However, in view of
state repression and other limitations
inherent in the organization, ELO
became dormantand eventually ceased
to exist. Comrade Nabha who was
himself incarcerated left for London on
his release. Although his parents were
keen on their only son pursuing higher
studies, comrade Nabha once again
plunged into political activism during
this period of self-exile. He came into
contact with the London-based lead-
ership of the Eelam Revolutionary
Organisers (EROS). During this period
he also became exposed to anti-racist
and anti-Imperialist movements, in-
cluding contacts with the Palestinian
Resistance. It was while in London
that he also came into contact with
Comrade Premachandran, the pres-
ent Secretary - General of EPRLF and
Comrade Yogasankary, our former
Member of Parliament for Jaffna who
laid down his life alongside Comrade
Nabha.

Just a few months after his arrival in
London, Comrade Nabha along with
Comrade Suresh Premachandran and
13 other Comrades left for Lebanon to

LIQLILISLD

be trained by the PLO with whom the
EROS had established fraternal rela-
tions. On completion of his training,
Comrade Nabha returned to his moth-
erland and dedicated himself to the
task of recruiting and politicising
youths and in formulating a politico -
military strategly that would go be-
yond individual terrorism and encom-
pass broad sections of society. During
this perfod, Comrade Nabha lived with
agricultural labourers, including
quarry workers and directly experi-
enced the travails and the day to day
problems of that section of the working
class.

There were two other developments in
the late 70s which further shaped his
perspective, as well as helped to lay a
solid foundation and social base for
the EPRLF, which was to be formed
later. The first was the migration of the
plantation Tamils to the Northern and
Eastern Provinces following the 1977
anti - Tamil pogrom and the ongoing
repatriation of plantation Tamils to
Tamil Nadu. The second event was the
cyclone of 1978 which devastated the
Eastern Province, in particular Batti-
caloa.

As regards the upcountry Tamils,
Comrade Nabha was convinced that
neither repatriation nor migration was
the solution. He adopted the position
that the rights of the plantation Tamils,
both, as a working class as well as a
national minority, would best be met
by being a part of the working class
movement, at the national level, while
simultaneously becoming as integral
component of the Tamil National
Movement. This position was taken
solely from the viewpoint of the inter-
ests of the plantation Tamils them-
selves. He further rejected repatria-
tion to Tamil Nadu as a solution, par-
ticularly given the continued exploita-
tion that they faced on their return,
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where in some cases they were rele-
gated to the status of bonded labour-
ers by landed interest and corrupt
officials. During his intermittent pe-
riod of self-exile in Tamil Nadu, Com-
rade Nabha was instrumental in form-
ing an organization which was primar-
ily entrusted with the task of collecting
data on the socio - economic existence
of the repatriates. His presence in the
upcountry region in Sri Lanka was
devoted to forging links with planta-
tion based trade unions and the pro-
gressive intelligentsia. It was also
during this period that he came into
direct contact with the “Sinhala Left”.
His accumulated experience with the
left as well as, the trade union move-
ment was to leave a lasting impact on
com. Nabha as regards both the poten-
tials and the weaknesses of the organ-
ised working class and left movements
in the country.

In addition to his political tasks in the
Plantation areas, Comrade Nabha was
also active in ern Province
with the specific track of combatting
regional parochialism and sectarian-
ism. The cyclone of 1978 which devas-
tated the Eastern Province, in particu-
lar the Districts of Amparai and Batti-
caloa, created untold miseries amongst
the people. Comrade Nabha led a team
of volunteers from Jaffna to Batticaloa
and plunged himself in the task of
organising relief and rehabilitation
work. Even in the field of refugee reha-
bilitation work, he was able to witness
the ugly face of rabid sinhala chauvin-
ists. All official government relief agen-
cies adopted a clear bias in favour of
Sinhalese victims who had been dis-
placed and dislocated, to the extent of
siphoning away essential provisions
that were ear-marked for the Tamil-
speaking areas. There were also cases
of corruption on ethnic lines.

Despite these setbacks Comrade

Nabha and his volunteer corps formu-
4

lated and executed numerous projects
which involved hard labour and sheer
preservance. If, till this day the EPRLF
has a solid base in the Eastern Prov-
ince, it is because of the role played by
Comrade Nabha in the rehabilitation
work in areas devastated by the 1978
cyclone and his sincere attempt at
combatting regionalism.

By the late 70s, the London based
leadership of EROS began to come
under criticism from the leadership
that had emerged on the land. The
main criticisms centered around the
absence of a coherent and a viable
political and working programme based
on concrete realities prevailing in Sri
Lanka and the absence of democratic
- centralism within the Organisation.
Comrade Nabha did his utmost to
prevent a split. But the intransigence
of the London based leadership pre-
vented an amicable sclution. As a
result, the majority tendency within
EROS broke away and at an Organis-
ers Conference held in October 1981
the decision was taken to form a sepa-
rate Organisation. The Eelam People’s
Revolutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF)
was, thus, formed and Comrade Nabha
in view of his selflessness, leadership
qualities and organisational capabili-
ties was elected as the Secretary-
General.

It was during the deliberations and
discussions at the 1981 Organisers’
Conference that Comrade Nabha pre-
sented his ideas on the nature of rela-
tions between the Party and its armed
wing and that of the Party and frontal
orgnisations. It was his belief that, at
the early stages, the party should
remain underground but carry out its
political programme through a net-
work of mass and frontal organisa-
tions aimed at mobilising broad sec-
tions of the working people and the
intelligentsia. It is in this regard that
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the decision was taken to further
expand the scope of activities of the
Genral Union of Eelam Students
(GUES), the student wing of EROS
which broke away and joined the
EPRLF, whilst forming other frontal
organisations that would address the
day to day problems of other social
categories. The decision was, there-
fore taken to form the following frontal
organizations: (i) The Rural workers
and Peasants Front (RWPF) , Planta-
tion Proletariat Front (PPF) Eelam
Womens' Front, Fishermens’ Union
etc. As regards the activation of a
military programme, comrade Nabha
argued in favour of a seperate military
wing. The recruits were to comprise of
comrades who undergo a specified
period of political work and orienta-
tion by working in the frontal organi-
sations. He firmly believed that arms
should be subordinated to wider po-
litical and social goals and on this
basis the decision was taken to form
the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) . At
the first Party Congress held in June
1984, by which time the EPRLF has
surfaced as a major politico - military
organisation, Comrade Nabha enun-
clated on the correct treatment of
Marxist ideology. In his presidential
address before the Congress Comrade
Nabha observed “The contribution of
Marxism - Leninism to our struggle
lies in the fact that it paved the way to
scientifically study and correctly un-
derstand the history of our land and
our people... It is true that at the early
stages of our induction into Marxism -
Leninism, we made many mistakes.
However, we were able to rectify these
lapses and prevent them from assum-
ing massive proportions, through the
process of criticism and self criticism
and mass contact campaigns. It was
through this that we were able to build
our organisation to the present level”.

The role of Comrade Nabha, following

the intensification of the military op-
tion by the Colombo regime and the
military response by the Eelam Resis-
tance, particularly after theanti - Tamil
pogrom of July 1983, began to be
concentrated on the forging of unity
amongst the various Tamil militant
organisations. After a sustained pe-
riod of talks, the Eelam National Lib-
eration Front was formed in April 1984.
The ENLF was essentially a united
front comprising of EROS, TELO and
EPRLF. The LTTE took the decision to
join the ENLF the following year and
became a constituent member in April
1985. This was a watershed in the
history of the Eelam Resistance. At the
Thimpu Peace Talks in mid - 1985,
mediated by the government of India,
the Eelam Resistance was made to
speak with one voice and expose the
attempts by the Sri Lankan govern-
ment to unilaterally impose a totally
unacceptable solution to the Tamil
question. Here the role of Comrade
Nabha, although he was not physi-
cally present at the talks, was vital. He
remained in constant touch with the
leaders of the fraternal parties im-
pressing on them the need for a unified
approach.

The emphasis placed on unity by
Comrade Nabha, unlike that of the
LTTE, was not purely tactical. He
strongly believed that unity must filter
down to the base. Unfortunately the
LTTE saw the ENLF as a threat to its
pursuit of hegemony and their deci-
sion to join the United Front was with
the specific purpose of paralysing it
from within. Although Comrade Nabha
gave priority to the forging of unity
amongst the Tamil organisations, he
was not prepared to ignore certain
fundamental differences for the sake
of unity. In particular, he was critical
of the LTTE for the massacre of inno-
cent Sinhalese civilians, as in the case
of the Anuradhapura massacre, 4s

5

LIQLILIGLD



www.padippakém.com

well as, internal killings that became
rampant in certain other organisa-
tons. He firmly believed that EPRLF
should utilise the United Front as a
forum for the dual task of forging a
Tamil consensus, whilst. bringing into
the agenda a politico-military strategy
that would go beyond narrow Tamil
nationalism and address the basic
question of how to bring about a fun-
damental social transformation based
on democracy, social progress and
equality for all peoples of Sri Lanka. He
was also particular that there should
cmerge a secular forces working
amongst the Tamil, Muslim and Sin-
hala peoples.

When the ENLF ullimately collapsed
in late 1986 he did not lose heart. He
was mainly instrumental in the efforts
taken by the EPRLF to forge unity
amongst the left sections within the
Eelam Resistance in early 1987. Al-
though these attempts came to nought
due to left-opportunism and dogma-
tism adopted by certain other forces, it
laid a foundation for a future working
programme which, we have no doubt,
will one day vindicate initiatives taken
by Comrade Nabha in this regard.

It was in the period following the sign-
ing of the Indo - Sri Lanka Accord that
comrade Nabha was to demonstrate in
practice the essence of the “Indian
Factor'. Comrade Nabha always took a
consistent position that India had a
legitimate role to play in the region in
view of its foreign policy that was anti-
imperialist in orientation, This aspect,
unfortunately, was not utilised to the
full by the left progressive forces in Sri
Lanka in view of the pulls and pres-
sures of Sinhala chauvinism. Com-
rade Nabha and the EPRLF took a
consistent and a principled position
as regards India's role. This was to a
large extent made possible by the in-
teraction that he and his party had
with the sandinistas in Latin America,
6

the Palestinian Resistance, the ANC
and Polisario in the African continent
all of whom shared immense admira-
tion and respect for the role played by
India in supporting world wide
struggles against colonialism, neo-
colonialism, Zionism and racism. As
regard the specific case of the Tamil
question in Sri Lanka, Comrade Nabha
took a clear and a consistent position
that if external intervention becomes
inevitable then that factor can only be
India or a combination of forces which
recognise India’s legitimate concerns
inthereglon. Inaddition, neither Com-
rade Nabha nor the EPRLF were pre-
pared to be apologetic about this posi-
tion despitelabels of’ “collaborators"and
“quislings” which were tagged on usby
the real collaborators and quislings of
imperialism and their military - intel-
ligence agencies.

At the time of the provincial Council
elections when EPRLF took the deci-
sion to contest, it was Comrade Nabha
who suggested the slogan “Peace
Democracy and Unity” as the political
platform from which the party would
launch a mass contact campaign. This
stand was vindicated by the massive
turnout at the polls despite threats
and intimidation by the LTTE . The
EPRLF, despite having sufficient seats
to form a government, took the deci-
sion to form a coalition government
that would be pluralist' and multi-
ethnic in nature. Comrade Nabha was
particular that the EPRLF should set
an example to the entire country on
how to create a pluralist and a secular
government. It should be also noted
that when the party represented
Comrade Nabha to be the Chief Minis-
ter of the North - East Provincial gov-
ermment, he disclaimed. His was a
conscious decision as he wanted to
concentrate on the building of the
party without in any way impinging on
the autonomous functioning of the
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EPRLF - led coalition government.

The collaboration of the LTTE which
the Sri Lankan government and the
security forces in destabilising the
EPRLF - led government and the devo-
lution process did not in any way
influence Comrade Nabha’s resolve.
He constantly reminded the party of
the ephemeral nature of the interim
solution made possible under the
provincial Council system on the basis
of the 13th Amendment to the Consti-
tution. This stemmed from his under-
standingof the nature of the SriLankan
state, as well as that of the ruling party
and the potency of Sinhala chauvin-
ism. It was clear to him that the reso-
lution of the Tamil Question within
united Sri Lanka necessitated a proc-
ess linked to fundamental social trans-
formation all over the island. In the
meantime, he stressed that the party
had no option but to remain firm on
the inalienable right of self-determina-
tion , including the right to secede -
and , if necessary, make the quantum
leap and actually exercise that right.

Our tribute to Comrade Nabha will not
be complete if we ignore the nature of
the individual within him. He was a

humane person. He personified all the
attributes of humane socialism. He
was constantly engaged in introspec-
tion. Which was not divorced from his
wider social and political commitments.
He was unaffected by poverty or afflu-
ence. Both seemed irrelevant to him.
However, he liked to see others happy
and content. It was that which gave
him immense joy. Similarly, he could
not bear to see others suffer. He felt
that every cadre had a role to play,
irrespective of the specific task en-
trusted to them. Although he devoted
himself to the partyand to thestruggle,
he was not alienated from his family.
He was a loving and a dedicated son,
brother and husband and fortunate to
have a mother, sisters and loving wife
who understood his visions and a
mission in life. His death did not signal
a mere personal loss to the family
circle for they realised that it was aloss
shared by all of us and those who came
into contact with him.

His death, althoughirreplaceable, shall
not be in vain - for in his death he has
given us determination and resolve
which shall never again be shaken.

Comrade Nabha remains within all of
us.

L 2
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CRUSADER OF INTERRACIAL UNI TY

P.N. Haksar,
0Q5WmnﬁNHGMm
New Delhi -110 021,

I have visited Sri Lanka only once in my life. That single visit generated
within me conflicting emotions. I was enchanted by the beauty of the
island and the grace of its people. At the same time I returned with a
sense of tragedy brooding over the island that the exquisitely fair and
beautiful island of Sri Lanka should be so unnecessarily full of ethnic
conflict. I stmply could not understand why the Sinhala and Tamil could
not live together work together and share together the joys and sorrows
of living. I was horrified to find that a totally false ractal ideology was
being built up to permanently divide “Aryan Sinhala from the Dravidian
Tamils” and the division was sought to be reinforced by alleged divide
between the Hindus and the Buddhists.

The brooding sense of tragedy to which I have referred takes on a
sharper edge when I recall the face of 39 year old Shri K. Pathmanabha
whose life has been so cruelly extinguished by bullet. On the few
occasions that I met him in Delhi, I was deeply moved by Shri.
Pathmanabha'’s warmth and humanity. Despite all odds, he continued
to believe that Sri Lankans and Tamils could work together and that
each could live with a dignity in that island.

Pathmanabaha’s crucifixion would, I devoutly hope, make those in
power in Sri Lanka think once again about the need of reconciliation
rather than continue stoking of conflicts by inciting Sinhalese, who
constitute the majority against small minority of Tamils who should be
able to live in peace and tranquility without loss of their identity. I
believe that Shri Pathmnanabha continued to have faith in that sort of
a vision. I should like to pay my homage to his life and work,

* % & %
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ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE

NEW DELHI

RAJIV GANDHI m.p. MESSAGE

PRESIDENT

October 31, 1990

I met Thiru K. Pathmanabna in Delhi just a few days
before his tragic assassination. It is hardly believable
that one so young, so bright, so full of life, with so
much to contribute to his people, should no longer be with
us. That our Government was unable to provide him
protection is a matter of national shame. We extend our
sincerest sympathies to his wife and the other members of
his family.

Our Sri Lanka policy was designed to ensure the
safety and security of the Tamils and the full realisation
oy them of their human rights and the full exercise of
their political rights within a united Sri Lanka and in
all those parts of the island where the Tamil population
is predominant. The Indo-Sri Lanka Agreement of 1987
opened the doors to this drean becoming a reality.
Unfortunately, the doors have been banged shut upon us on
account both of mistakes made by the Sri Lanka Government
as well as the National Front Government in India.

Thiru Pathmanabha shared a birthday with my mother.
Both fell martyrs to a great cause. I pay my tribute to
his memory.
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HISDEATHHAS CREATED VOID INSRILANKAN POLITICS

K.P.Silva
General Secretary,
Communist Party of Sri Lanka.

The tragic death of K.Pathmanabha , Secretary General of the Eelam

People’s revolutionary Liberation Front has created a void in Sri Lankan
politics that is hard to be filled.

Pathmanabha was one of the most prominent leaders of the new
generation of Tamil politicians who came to the fore with the
intensification of the struggle of the Tamil people for their national
rights. His dedication and sincerity to the cause of the Tamil people are
widely acknowledged. He died a martyr to that cause which he expoused
all his adult life.

Under Lhe influence of Marxist thought Pathmanabha led the EPRLF to
make a realistic re-appraisal of the course of the struggle of the Sri
Lankan Tamil people for self determination and social emanicipation.
He concluded that the Sri Lankan Tamil people would be best served by
exercising their right of self determination by seeking autonomy for the
Tamil nationality within a united Sri Lanka and by cooperating with the
progressive sections of the Sinhala people for its realisation.

Contacts between the CPSL and EPRLF grew under Padmanabha's
stewardship of the EPRLF. Despite differences on several issues we had
fruitful cooperation with the EPRLF on a number of matters of national
and regional importance.

Padmanabha led the EPRLF to support the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord,
surrender its weapons and enter the democratic process. when elections
were held for the North-East Provincial Council Pathmanabha was at
helm of of an alliance of Tamil Political parties which boldly participated
in the elections and thereby helped to begin the devolutionary process.
He was also behind the fight of the EPRLF led administration of the
North East Provincial Council for proper and effectful devolution.

It was the Government's reluctance to devolve necessary powers to the
North-East Provincial Council and its act of undermining the authority
of the Council in concert with the LTTE that further complicated the
efforts to find a political solution to the remaining problems of the Tamil
Nationality. The present war as well as the brutal assassination of
Pathmanabha were the results of this destructive policy of the
Government.

pathmanabha’s contribution to the fight for the national rights of the
Tamil people, towards the restoration of national unity and finding a
political solution to the demands of the Tamil nationality will always be

remembered.
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HE WAS AWARE OF
IMPEIRIALISTIC INTRIGUES

HARKISHAN SING SURJEET
Member Political Bureau
Comunist Party Of India (Marxist)

I had the opportunity to get acquainted with late K.Pathmanabha, the
General Secretary of the EPRLF in the course of political discussion with
many leaders of the Tamil groups of Sri Lanka in connection with the
complex problems of Sri Lanka. I was impressed by Pathmanabha’s
sincerity, seriousness and dedication to the cause of democracy. He had
sober attitude to the difficult problems faced by the Sri Lankan Tamils
in their tortuous struggle for protecting their democratic rights and for
safeguarding of their ethnic identity.

K. Pathmanabha had a balanced approach to these problems. He had
clear perception that the problems of the Tamils would be solved only
in cooperation with the Left and democratic forces of Sri Lanka. He did
his best to fight narrow chauvinist tendencies within the movement. He
realised the importance of friendship with India. He was constantly
aware of the dangers of imperialist intrigues. All these perceptions
helped the EPRLF and many other Tamil groups to take firm political
positions in favour of the India - Sri Lanka Agreement. He upheld the
Accord as the solution to the Sri Lankan problem in a manner providing
for the safeguarding of the interests of the Tamil people while at the
same time ensuring the unity and integrity of Sri Lanka.

The setting up of the North East Provincial Council was a measure
which came about due to the leadership provided by Pathmanabha and
the EPRLF. Unfortunately the refusal by the Sri Lankan government to
devolve powers sabotaged its functioning,

K.Pathmanabha and the EPRLF under his leadership strived their best
to get the accord implemented even in the midst of most vicious attacks
on it from reactionary Sinhalese and Tamil chauvinist forces. He tried
till the end to unite all sections of the Tamils to struggle for their just
cause. For this reason K.Padmanabha and some of his colleagues
became the victims of the bullets of the cowardly assassins at Madras.

The tragic death of this devoted fighter for a just cause is undoubtedly
a great loss to the democratic and progressive forces in Sri Lanka. Let
me express the hope that progressive sections of the Tamil youth would
draw inspiration from the ideals and concepts for which K.Pathmanabha
laid down his life.

LIQLILISGLD
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M.Farooqi

Secretary

National Council
Communist Party Of India.

The brutal assasination of Comrarle.

K.Pathmanabha, General Secretary
of EPRLF by a killer gangbelieved to
be belonging to LTTE in Madras
was a heavy personal loss for me. I
knew him for some time. I had met
him only a couple of days before he
was assassinated. I have a very
good impression of him. He was one
of the noblest sons of the Tamil
people of Sri Lanka and a great
champion and fighter of their
legitimate rights. Comrade
Pathmanabha’s dedication for the
just cause of Sri Lanka’s Tamil
people will always be remembered
by his own people as well as the
Irdian people.
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KILLING WAS THE HEIGHT OF
ANTI - SOCIALITY

Hector Abhayavardhana
Lanka Sama Samaja Party (LSSP)

It is no exaggeration to characterise the assassination in Madras on 19 June 1990
of K.Pathmanbha, Secretary-General of the EPRLF, and 14 of his principal
associates as an act of supreme folly. There is little doubt today that this act was
the work of the LTTE. A recent newspaper report referred to the arrest of a number
of men in Tamilnadu, some of whom were alleged to be members of the LTTE, on
suspicion of involvement in this assasination.

Pathmanbha did not figure prominently in the events that constituted the recent
history of the struggle of the Tamil people for their national rights in Sri Lanka. He
chose not to occupy a place too close to the footlights. There were others to figure
in the more prominent parts and assume the necessary responsibility. But
Pathmanbha was the leader of his party and at the time of his assassination hewas
in council with members of his executive committee assembled at his residence.
The assassins literally invaded a private residence and ruthlessly shot down
everybody within reach.

Pathmanabha was not, perhaps, as popular in Tamilnadu as Prabhakaran, his
antagonist. And even if Prabhakaran’s LTTE appeared to enjoy the patronage ofthe
Tamilnadu Chief Minister, this did not provide him with let or licence to invade
private residences and kill people inside them with impunity. There were signs for -
quite some time that the people of Tamilnadu generally were beginning to be
impatient with the boorish manners and open commission of crimes in both public
and private places by heavily armed LTTE gangs. But the murder of Pathmanbha
and his 14 associates was the highest of anti sociality: if tolerated, it would make
social existence itself impossible.

Speaking for myself, I did not have the privilege of knowing Pathmanbha
personally, though I did know some of the members of his party. I am certain,
however, that he wouldnot look for any tears to be shed on his behalf, What,
perhaps, would most concern him is the sorry pass at which social existence has
arrived in Sri Lanka. For Pathmanabha and his 14 comrades were not the only
victitas of savagery that passes as politics in our country inrecent times. The LTTE
appears to believe that the killing of their most prominent political opponents
constitutes the shortest cut to power. The murder of TULF leaders Amirthalingam
and Yogeswaran and EPRLF MP Sam Thambimuthu and his wife may never have
taken place for concern that the Government of Sri Lanka and its police force have
displayed in regard to them. And though public admission of responsibility for
many of these murders has been made by the LTTE, that has not deterred the
President of Sri Lanka from consorting with LTTE leaders as his state guests and
negotiating with them as harbingers of peace.

13
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HISTORY ALONE WOULD PLACE HIM IN HIGH POSITION

VASUDEVA NANAYAKKARA, M.P.
LEADER

NAVA SAMA SAMAJA PARTY (NSSP)

Comrade Pathmanbha is no more.

He along with 13 other EPRLF
% comrades, was gunned down recently
| in Madras by the LTTE, which knows
' no end of killing of its opponents,
there by exposing its own political
nakedness and losing rather than
gaining popular support. Comrade
Nabha led the EPRLF as its Secretary
- General from its inception. He will
always by remembered by the
progressive forces for leading the EPRLF along anticapitalist and anti - imperialist
lines as the wayout for the Tamil-speaking people.

When what was originally the EPLF, before long, metamorphoses into the EPRLF,
that in itself provided a pointer as to the progressive nature of the path the
organisation was beginning to tread. The EPRLF started working patiently to
mobilise the people, particularly all downtrodden layers, the peasants, the tody
workers and all working people and thereby inter-twined the national liberation
struggle with working class struggles. This alone speakes well of the maturing
perspectives of Comrade Pathmanbha who eschewed parochialism and identified
the EPRLF with the problems faced by the working class and peasant masses in
the South. .

We of the NSSP who have been unswervingly in the forefront of the fight for self-
determination of the Tamil speaking people, and complete equality for them, have
naturally defended the aspirations which Comrade Pathmanbha sought to achieve
for the Tamil speaking people. However, that has in no way deterred us from
criticising the EPRLF whenever it was, and is, necessary to do so. Comrade Nabha
himself cautioned the rank and file of his organisation way back in the mid - 1980s
to “keep correcting themselves through self - criticism, love the people and win over
their affection without which it would not be possible to mobilise the masses”. The
best tribute one can pay Comrade Pathmanbha is to live up to his expectations
always.under Comrade Nabha's guidance, the EPRLF strove very hard to get
adequate powers for the North - East Provincial Council which could have obviated
their desire for the unnecessary dependence on the IPKF. The reactionary UNP
Govt’s refusal to devolve due powers in good season led to a situation where
Comrade Nabha who brought the EPRLF into mainstream politics had to leave the
country for want of security. So the Premadasa Govt. is largely responsible for the
murder of Comrade Nabha, in that it is no secret that the Govt. connived with the
LTTE at all stages of the events that finally led up to the murder of Comrades
Pathmanbha, Yogasankari and others.

The criminals will be indicated by history and history alone would place Comrade
Nabha in the high position he verily deserves.

The NSSP pays homage to Comrade Nabha's memory.

14
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THE POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY AND PRAXIS OF
K. PATHMANABHA

Comrade Pathmanabha was first of all
a revolutionary, a Marxist-Leninist, a
national liberationist and a humani-
tarian socialist. If we were to forget his
characteristics we would then also
forget his contribution. Pathmanabha
was not just another leader of the
Tamil national movement cut down by
the LTTE. He was more, and this we
should always remember.

Comrade Pathmanabha’s political
career goes back to the first years of
the decade of 1970's. He participated
in the activities of the rising Tamil
student and youth fronts, in protest
against the racist policies implemented
by the United Front Government of the
day. It is this Government, consisting
of so called progressives and left parties,
that reinforced the foundation of the
Tamil Eelam demand, the cornerstone
of which was laid by the Bandaranaike
policy of Sinhala Only in 1956.
Comrade Pathmanabha participated
in the early 70’s in the campaigns of
agitation launched against mediawise
and districtwise standardisation and
discriminatory 1972 Constitution.

His specific contribution to the Tamil
nationalist movement and the
progressive movement of Sri Lanka as
a whole, begins however, in the mid
70’s. He was one of the founders of the
very first socialist oriented organisa-
tion within the Tamil national libera-
tion movement. This was the Eela
Viduthalai Munnani Iyakkam or Eelam
Liberation Organisation founded in
1974/75. This organisation was formed
as a result of-the attempts by
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Dayan Jayatilleka

Asst. Secretary,

Political Bureau

Sri Lanka Mahajana Party (SLMP)

Pathmanabha and others to give the
Tamil nationalist movement a mass
base. He was one of the groups of
youth militants who were the first to
break with the bourgeois and
parliamentary policies of Tamil United
Front. I think we must stress this fact,
since both Velupillai Prabakaran and
Uma Maheswaran remained within the
political and ideological ambit of
bourgeois TULF politics, until much
later in the struggle.

Pathmanabha and others attempted
to take the message of Tamil national
liberation into the countryside and
among the working people. In doing so
they encountered a fundamental prob-
lem. What would the struggle for Tamil
Eelam bring to the workers and peas-
ants, particularly the peasantry and
those suffering from caste oppression?
Itis in answer to this question that the
political philosophy of Pathmanabha
took a sharp turn to the left. This is
why the Eela Viduthalai Iyakkam was
formed as a social oriented organisa-
tion dedicated to the cause of Tamil
national liberation.

Pathmanabha believed in the unity of
theory and practice and as such the
ELO resorted to the tactic of armed ex-
propriations. He participated person-
ally in the Puloly Bank operation, which
was one of the first such in the history
of the Tamil resistance. In the immedi-
ate aftermath of that armed expropria-
tion, Pathmanabha who was on the
run, was sheltered, protected and
assisted by the people of the area. This
deepened his love for and respect for
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the so called common or ordinary
people. He realised that the people
could be a great source of protection
and even of wisdom for the national
liberation struggle. His pro-people
orientation deepened qualitatively as
a result of this experience.

The Eela Viduthalai Iyakkam did not
survive the repression unleashed as a
result of the Puloly Bank operation. As
the organisation disintegrated,
Comrade Pathmanabha left the
country and went to England. He
agreed, due to the pressure of his
family, to recommence his studies and
registered as a student of Accountancy
while in London.

But from the very first day he reached
England he was a manifestly restless
young man. His thoughts were en-
tirely devoted to the task of getting
back to his native land as soon as
possible. When in London, all his free
time, social contacts and his personal
interactions were devoted to the at-
tempt to win over friends and acquain-
tances to the cause of the national
liberation struggle. It was while in
London that he joined and in fact
helped to form the General Union of
Eelam Students (GUES) and the EROS.
He was in the first batch of Tamil
militant activists te receive training
from the Palestinian Liberation Or-
ganisation in Lebanon. His experiences
and those of his comrades in Beirut
left in him a permanent love for the
Palestinian struggle. Almost a decade
later, when he was the head of fairly
strong Liberation Organisation him-
self, he did his very best to give moral,
material and political support to the
Palestinian fighters. It was during this
spell with the Palestinians that Com-
rade Pathmanabha also developed a
strong sense of solidarity with the
Eritrean liberation struggle.

Comrade Pathmanabha made his

journey back in 1978. Before return-
16

ing to Sri Lanka he spent sometime in
India laying a firm foundation for the
subsequent activities of his organi-
sation. His political work in India is
also noteworthy, because until that
time the connections between Tamil
fighters and India had been with
smugglers and social bandits and also
with the most hard core Tamilnadu
nationalists. Pathmanabha, however,
established firm links with Marxist
Leninist revolutionary elements in
Southern India. F» learnt much from
them himself but his choice of allies is
further testimony to his ideological
and political clarity and his socialist
revolutionary commitment.

Having set up a GUES committec in
Madras under Comrade Suresh, he
returned to Sri Lanka, working
politically not only in Jaffna but also in
the hill country. Comrade
Pathmanabha made serious and
extensive efforts to recruit Tamil youth
from the plantaions and those from
the Colombo schools for the cause of
Tamil national liberation. In doing so
he broke with the narrowly limited,
Jaffna centric outlook of other Tamil
national liberation fighters.
Pathmanabha alsomade a very serious
attempt to establish contacts with
Sinhala revolutionaries. He met many
such and tried to convince them of the
need to support the cause of Tamil self
determination. He was not successful
in most cases. However, what is
important is that he had departed
completely from any kind of narrow
Tamil nationalism or chauvinism.

From these earliest daysin 1978, when
we first met in Peradeniya, he was very
clear that the Tamil national liberation
struggle was the first step and stage of
an overall socialist revolution
throughout Sri Lanka. The Tamil
struggle itself would make the
transition from its democratic stage
and culminate in the settting up of a
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socialist Tamil Eelam. Of these two
propositions Pathmanabha was very
convinced and these ideas were ones
which he had arrived atindependently.
His attempt to link up with Sinhala
revolutionaries was in consequence of
this strategic vision of his.

In 1981, he broke with EROS on the
question of the lack of democratic
centralism. While that was the issue
on which the rupture took place, the
founding of the EPRLF permitted
Comrade Pathmanabha to operation-
alise his own distinctive conception of
the national liberation struggle. He
attempted to give the struggle both a
socialist political education as well as
a base in a network of mass organisa-
tions. This is why he was insistent on
the need to set up an array of popular
organisations such as the Rural Work-
ers and Peasants Front, the Eelam
Women's Liberation Front, the Fisher-
fes Workers Front and the Plantation
Proletarian Front. These mas organi-
sations he later attempted to group in
a single Popular block calledthe Eelam
People’s Liberation Front. This was in
1983.

He was very clear that the armed or-
ganisation should be based and drawn
from the mass organisations and be
under the political leadership of the
party. Hence his adherence to Mao’s
triad of the party, the Army and the
United Front. But it was not a dog-
matic Maoism, as his idea of the sepa-
rate mass organisations subsequently
grouped in a popular bloc demon-
strates. I believe that he had evolved
his own synthesis of the ideas of the
PFLP of Dr. George Habash, of the
Eritreans and of the Indian Marxist
Leninist organisations. As a Marxist,
he had great respect and love for Stalin,
Mao, the Vietnamese and particularly
for Che and Fidel.

Certainly it is obvious that he was not
able to fulfill his goals in this regard. It

is obvious that this organisational
structure did not function in the way it
was meant to and should have. This
was due to sets of reasons. One set of
reasons consists of avoidable subjective
mistakes and organisational errors.
The other set of reasons are those due
to the trap of history and geography.

Comrade Pathmanabha, like all of us,
inherited historically determined con-
ditions and circumstances. He was
attempting to build a socialist national
liberation organisation within an eth-
nic and social formation that was
characterised by conservatism and
ossified social structures. His attempt
to fight against caste domination and
class exploitation, together with his
insistence on the need for women'’s
emancipation within the national lib-
eration struggle, earned the EPRLF
the enormous hostility of entrenched,
privileged social strata within the Tamil
nation. The result of this was the
narrowing of the economic resource
base of EPRLF.

When in the aftermath of July 1983
the militant movements sought refuge
in South India and made their base
there, the EPRLF was distinguished by
its refusal to compromise on its
ideological convictions. All the other
groups benefitted from the largesse of
the Tamil Nadu state government and
the most nationalistic, even
chauvinistic, political and bourgeois
elements in Tamil Nadu. Comrade
Pathmanabha’s steadfast refusal to
attack Sinhala civillan targets in
Colombo or elsewhere did not endear
him to bourgeois Tamil nationalists in
India or the West who were bank rolling
the terrorist operations which were
undertaken by some other groups
despite their verbal commitment to
the principles of Marxism.

I feel that the belatedness of the
EPRLF’s attempt to develop a powerful

military apparatus was also due tg
1
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Comrade Pathmanabha’s own philo-
sophical conviction that what was
most important was a mass struggle,
mass organisations and a correct
political orientation. It would have been
very easy for him, trained in Lebanon
by the Palestinians, to have plunged
into the ‘prestige race’ of launching
military attacks on Sinhala targets.
But I believe he restrained himself and
consciously refrained from succumb-
ing to a militaristic deviation. Perhaps
he foresaw in some way the brutalisa-
tion that was to set in, in the Tamil
liberation struggle. Whatever the rea-
son, I would say that history has vin-
dicated Pathmanabha’s refusal to take
the easy path of militarism at the
expense of politics and mass organisa-
tion.

When the LTTE launched its attack on
Anuradhapura in 1985 and then again
on the TELO in May 1986
Pathmanabha and the EPRLF took a
very clear position. On both these
occasions Pathmanabha went against
the tide. He extended full support and
solidarity to the TELO and his was the
only group to have a hartal in protest
at the killing of TELO cadres by the
Tigers. He would not have been
unmindful of this. But nonetheless he
adhered to principles. He did the right
thing in the face of injustice.

I would say that Comrade
Pathmanabha's greatness resides not
only in his positive achievements but
most certainly in the wrong things he
consciously desisted from doing. The
EPRLF under his leadership did not
engage in the killings of Sinhala
civilians. It refused to engage in drug
smuggling as a source of revenue. On
this last issue, the otherwise so gentle
Nabha was very firm.

He upheld the idea of the death sen-
tence for any members of the EPRLF
who engaged in drug trafficking. He

used to say that “all that we do, all our
18

struggles are based on love for human
beings and the ideals of humanism.
Drug trafficking results in the destruc-
tion of the lives of great many human
beings in other countries. This makes
nonsense of ideals to which we are
committed”. This1indicates very clearly
the humanism that infused the social-
ist revolutionary commitment of
Comrade Pathmanabha. His refusal to
permit internal killings, at the time
when other pseudo-socialist organisa-
tions in the Tamil Eelam movement
were maintaining torture chambers
and death camps, attests to his fidelity
for the cause of democracy, while his
refusal to entertain the idea of killing
Sinhala civilians is testimony to his
internationalism.

The fact that Comrade Pathmanabha
was himself deeply involved in the
attempt to construct a join revolution-
ary project of Sinhalese and Tamils
and did not sub-contract this task to
this or that glib ideologue as did other
Tamil liberation organisations, is fur-
ther proof of his deep personal com-
mitment to the goal of what he called
the ‘total revolution’ in Sri Lanka. It is
not only physically that Pathmanabha
stood head and shoulders above other
leaders of the Tamil liberation move-
ment but also in his internationalism
and his humanism. The evolution of
the world Communist and Revolution-
ary Movement has vindicated Path-
manabha’s own ideological formation
and synthesis. Pathmanabha stood
for, believed in and gcted with demo-
cratic, humane socialism, which is an
ideal the world Marxist Movement has
now endorsed as its goal.

In his humanism, Pathmanabha was
like Vijaya Kumaranatunge, who was
himself profoundly anti-racist and
internationalist and totally committed
to the idea of a democratic socialism.

Viewing comrade Pathmanabha in his-
torical perspective is no easy task since
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there are a great many personal
memories and experiences that we have
shared in our odyssey. But that is a
much longer story, for a different time.
I will say that Comrade Pathmanabha
was certainly one of the outstanding
Marxists produced by the Tamil na-
tion of this country - the others being
Comrades Vaidyalingam, Kandiah and
Shanmugathasan. ButIcould say that
none of these other Marxists had the
opportunity or perhaps the capacity
and motivation to unite theory with
armed revolutionary practice. In that
sense it would not be inaccurate to say
that Comrade Pathmanabha was the
greatest Marxist - Leninist revolution-
ary leader produced by the Tamil
community. I would even go further. If
I am asked who was the greatest revo-
lutionary Marxist - Leninist leader that
wehave produced in Sri Lanka,'I cannot
think of anyone but Pathmanabha.

The detailed analytical assessment of
Comrade Pathmanabha is the task for
another forum. But let me say that
understanding Pathmanabha brings
us face to face with a great many

problems of revolutionary strategy and

theory of political philosophy and
practice - be it the relationship be-
tween the political and the military,
the party and the united front, the
maximum and the minimum pro-
gramme, internationalism and nation-
alism, socialism and humanism, rela-
tions with bourgeois state, and the
crisis of the World Communist Move-
ment. Pathmanaba’s practice and
thinking involved all of that and much
more. Understanding Pathmanaba
would shed light on the history of
Tamil liberation struggles, the nature
of the Tamil social formation, the his-
tory of the Sri Lankan revolutionary
process, the political processes of South

Asia and the trajectories of the revolu-
tionary movements of this complex,
violent part of the world and the world
as a whole.

Pathmanaba has left behind his or-
ganisation which has proved its re-
markable resilierice whenever it was
attacked by the fascist LTTE. He has
left his organisation behind in the
hands of his close comrade-in-arms
Comrade Suresh Premachandran. But
above all Pathmanaba has left us with
his example. He was never a talker and
a writer. But what he stood for, he
acted out and acted upon. Therefore
we have to gather together, systema-
tise and share our reminiscences of
Pathmanaba. And above all we have to
follow his example. The Tigers may
havekilled Comrade Pathmanaba, but
as Vijaya Kumaranatunge said at the
funeral of Nandana Marasinghe, “They
may kill the liberationist, but they
cannot kill the liberation struggle. For
the liberation struggle is eternal.”
Someday when the peoples’ revolu-
tionary forces of the Sinhala, the Tamil
and the Muslim communities wage
their combined struggle against reac-
tion and imperialism, the world will
know this - for surely at some decisive
stage and deterrninant moment of the
struggle, they will unfurl the twin
banners of Vijaya and Pathmanabal

Pathmanaba’s moral and ethical
stature does not diminish but grows
with each passing day as we reflect on
the civilisational crisis of our country
and our revolutionary movements. I
will conclude this, having searched for
a slogan which may synthesise
Pathmanaba'’s ideas, his theory and
practice, our own historic, existential
encounter and indubitable future
reencounter. And that slogan is this -
SOCIALIST REVOLUTION OR DEATH!
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REMEMBERING COMRADE PATHMANABHA

The Eelam People’'s Revolutionary
Liberation Front (EPRLF)is an extraordinary
organisation. It is the product and the
vanguard of the Tamil people of Sri Lanka
who have fought so valiantly for their identity
and their rights. But it has always seen this
struggle in the light and perspective of the
broader battle of the progressive forces of
Sri Lanka and the entire region. Indeed it is
one of those national revolutionary
organisations which had a firm historical
and internationalist outlook without losing
its attachment to its people and land.

Long before the current wave of reformand
renewal of the ideology of Marxism-Lenin-
ism in the direction of increasing universali-
sation, the EPRLF based itself on an ideol-
ogy that was similar if not identical. Yet
these unassuming revolutionaries never
ceased to seek to learn from those they
regarded as somehow more learned.

The EPRLF demonstrated through its
practice and if one may say, through its
agony that it could continue the use of
weapons for democratic administration. If
they had to face a severe setback this was
inspite of all that they were and all that they
had done. After all, the victory of the national
front in the general elections of 1989 was
not of their choice or doing.

All this has been written because the martyr
and hero and personal friend, Pathmanabha
was the embodiment and indeed, the
architect of all the virtue and strength of the
organisation which he headed. And it is,
therefore, not only the EPRLF which has
lost so priceless a leader. The revolutionaries
of Sri Lanka, India and the world have lost
a great leader by his physical elimination.

And so many, including the present writer,
20

Mohit Sen
General Secretary
United Communist Party of India.

have lost a gentle and dear companion. We
shall be much lonelier without him.

I had heard of comrade Pathmanabha, some
time before I met him. In particular, the late
comrade M. Kalyanasundaram -not a person
given to exaggeration-was highly
appreciative of his steadiness, strength and
humility. TRR, as the crusading editor of
“Makkal Kural” and “News Today” is
affectionately known, spoke with more than
his usual gusto of his qualities.

And then I saw him in Madras. The whole
experience has remained deeply etched in
my memory. My two younger comrades,
Dalit and Bhasker had arranged a meeting
in 1986 in honour of Nelson Mandela at a
place where many of the young militants of
the EPRLF had gathered. It was a rainy day
and when the meeting had begun the lights
failed, so it was in the light of burning
candles that I saw this bearded young leader
listening intently amidst those younger
cadres. After that [ had many meetings with
him and his colleagues. We discussed so
much, not only about Sri Lanka and India
but about the entire world revolutionary
process. It was an invigorating experience
giving flesh and blood to the concept of
revolutionary internationalism.

Comrade Pathmanabha was totally non-
sectasian and realistic. He knew what the
strength of different parties and forces in
India were. As the leader of a party which
was playing the crucial role not just in the
North Eastern provinces of Sri Lanka and
the entire island but in cementing the
relations between India and his country and
people, he knew with whom he had to
maintain close relations. This also applied
to the organised left forces in India.
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Yet he understood what international
support meant to our party, the United
Communist Party of India. when it was in
the process of formation. We shall never
forget the solidarity the EPRLF displayed at
that time. Regardless of what might be the
reactions of the established communist
parties, whose support it cherished and was
grateful for, Comrade Pathmanabha sent
not just greeting but a high power delegation.
In a sense, we had done nothing to deserve
such an expression of fraternity beyond
being their brothers and fellow fighters. The
EPRLF set an example from which much
mightier and older revolutionary parties
would and have begun to draw appropriate
lessons. Tactical considerations degenerate
into opportunism when principles and limits
are abandoned. Comrade Padmanabha as
the leader of the EPRLF, did not do that. He
helped the UCPI greatly but suffered no loss
himself and for the EPRLF since the struggle
they waged, could not be by passed by
anybody. He proved that principle and
nobility pays.

After that there were many meetings with
comrade Pathmanabha. The later ones were
in days of great difficulty for all of us who
refused to reconcile with the counter
revolutionary destabilisers unlike some much
stronger constituents of the left. For the
EPRLF, in particular, extrordinary skill was
received to try to salvage as much as possible
and for as long as possible the gains that had
been made, what skill and courage they
displayed. Despite them the process of
deterioration could not be stopped. But
there is a reality of historical and people’s
memory which resumes itself at an
appropriate time. Principled and realistic
effort is never wasted.

It was &t this ime that on the 12th of this
June we met for the last time. Comrade
Pathmanabha came later than scheduled,
much later an obvious necessity of security
as I later realised. Other friends were also
there. The main theme of the discussion

LIQLILISLD

was how to alert public opinion in India
about the danger to the security of the entire
region that was building up because of the
LTTE's fascist like drive for power and the
rampant chauvinism of the Sinhala
Government. What the Rajiv Gandhi - Jaya
wardhana accord had managed to forestall
was now in danger of staging a comeback.
The EPRLF leader was well aware of the
dubious role being played by the DMK
Government but since it was a part of the
ruling National Front, circumspection and
tact were obviously in need in relations with
it. Among others, Sri. P.N. Haksar and Sri.
Nikhil Chakravarthy were among those who
had helped by advice and in other ways. The
non partisan and statesmanlike approach of
Sri. Rajiv Gandhi was highly appreciated.

All this serious talk did not prevent the
eruption of heavy laughter when we both
warmned our young comrade Elangovan about
the “perils’ which awaited him in Norway
where he was proceeding to attend a summer
camp. We both told him to come back soon.

Comrade Pathmanabha said that we would
again soon in Madras where the Central
Committee of the UCPI was to have its
session from June 26 to 28. He wanted to
meet all our comrades. I told him that it
would be an inspiration and honour for us.

And as he rose to bid good by and we shook
hands, we asked him to be careful. He
smiled and nodded in assent. And then he
went to his death. It is a tragedy and disgrace
for all of us that we failed to protect so good
and precious a friend.

The EPRLF is not alone in its great sorrow
and immense loss. We of the UCPI], in
particular are utterly stricken and would
take long to fully recover. Yet that comrade
Pathmanabha built will endure and will be
with us on the day of triumph whenever that
inevitable day comes. Nothing and nobody
will be forgotten then and in whatever long
stretch of time and space we have to

‘traverse to reach there.
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A DYNAMIC PERSONALITY

M.H.M. ASHRAFF. M.P.
Leader

Sri Lanka Muslim Congress

Although I knew Comrade Padmanabha only for a
brief time, he has left behind in my mind pleasant
memories and deep rooted positive impressions.

By all standards he was a gentleman par excellence.
Within a militant out-fit lay his melting heart for human
sufferings. Thenormal qualities of obstinacy, hardihood,
intolerance etc. that are synonymous with an avcrage
militant were alien to him.

Whilst fighting for the liberation of the oppressed Tamil
community, he was revolting against those who were
working towards the birth of the ugly tail chauvinism in
order to suppress the defenceless Tamil speaking
Muslims wholived in the Northern and Eastern Provinces
of Sri Lanka. '

He not only believed in the equality between two
individuals; but also in the collective political equality
between the Tamil and the Muslim communities.

He firmly believed in recognizing and respecting the
distinct and separate political identity of the Muslims.
He realized the need to workout an early solution to the
ethnic question which would be acceptable to the
Tamils and the Muslims.

He was also conscious of the dangers of allowing the
Sinhala chauvinists to take advantage of the difference
between the Tamils and Muslims in their effort to deny
to both these communities their reasonable share in
the political affairs of Sri Lanka.

His demise is a great loss to the suffering Muslim
community.

The respect that the Tamil community could pay to
Comrade Padmanabha is to strive towards therealization
of his ideals.

On behalf of the Muslim community, I take this
opportunity to salute his commitment and cause.
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COMRADE NABHA IS THE SOUL OF
EELAM PEOPLE

The Political Department,
PFLP

Dear Comrades,

Through this small message, we in P.F.L.P. would like to mention
few facts about comrade Nabha. So many people had written about
the freedom fighters. Today we will narrate about something special
and the special in our opinion is that he contributed something to his
people's struggle against imperialisim and world reactionary forces.
So, we request the comrades in E.P.R.L.F. to forgive us because the
words will never satisfy the soul of comrade Nabha.

Today on his 39th birthday anniversary we must note that comrade
Nabha since his childhood had thought about his people's right, he
faced the sufferings with his people from the reactionary forces and
the Government at that time. So it was always in his mind and life,
how to get freedom for his people. The truly real solution to the Tamil
question was a total revolution and this should be through forming a
new party i.e., the EPRLF (at the organisers conference in 1981
Comrade Nabha waselected its Secretary - General). As animmediate
priority he organised the frontal organisations of EPRLF in particular
the Rural Workers and peasants front and the Eelam women's Front
etc. And we would also note that comrade Nabha has built up very
well the military wing within the EPRLF and he was in high contact
and good man of armed struggle and at the same time a man of peace.

Dear Readers,

The above mentioned few words of facts are very less compared to
his great work and struggle for the party and the people of Eelam
directly. This will indicate why the reactionary forces will send the
dirty hands to massacre comrade Nabha and his comrades. But we in
PFLP believe that comrade Nabha is the soul of Eelam people, and
Eelam will get hundreds and thousands of Nabhas to lead and direct
their struggle till they get their freedom and victory.

Once again we, the Palestenian people and the PFLP wish the Eelam
people and EPRLF victory and victory.

LIQLILISGLD

23



' www.padippakam.com '

A TRUE REVOLUTIONARY

K. Premachandran. M.P
Secretary General
EPRLF.

Jur B

It is my singular privilege to have lived and struggled

with Comrade Nabha in establishing our Party and
Organization in the wider interest of our beloved
people.

The history of the Ealam Liberation Movement has
"witnessed the rise and decline of numerous

Organizations. It has also thrown-up diverse forms

and styles of leadership. But the leadership qualities

of Comrade Nabha is unique and unparalleled. The

quality of leadership cannot be determined solely by
P heroic deeds in the “battlefield” and a headcount of
- % enemieswho were felled in combat. On the contrary,
_ " the essential thingas regards the cause is in the
struggling for and the taking of \ decisions that reflect
the wider interests of the People. More importantly,
humanism and compassion is what distinguishes a
true leader from a masquerader. In this context, I
have yet to see a personality within the Ealam
Liberation Movement, other then Comrade Nabha,
who corresponds to the above characterization of a
true leader.

To Comrade Nabha, the notion of liberation went
beyond the mere capture of political power or
political independence. To him, liberation meant the
emancipation of the broad masses from class
exploitation, caste oppression and a servile mentality.
In the Eelam context, he was committed to the
above, as well as, to combatting the subjugation of
women and regional parochialism. In short, he stood
for the so¢ial and political emancipation of the
oppressed People and sought to mobilize them on
that platform. He lived the life and experienced the
struggle that he advocated within the party and
amongst our cadres. In this regard, he was
instrumental in forging numerous organizations that
addressed the particular social categories, while
subordinating the various components into one
organic structure which was the Party. Of the various
frontal and mass organizations that he forged, he
gave particular importance to the tasks that involved
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the mobilization of the landless agricultural
workers, who also belonged to the depressed
castes, and the plantation proletariat. While
he understood the need to mobilize all
sections of society for the purpose of
launching a national liberation struggle, he
also firmly believed that it is the workers and
peasants who had the capacityand resilience
for taking the struggle to its logical end.

Comrade Nabha was firmly opposed to
individual terrorism and military adventurism.
He constantly reminded us that “we love our
land, because we love our people. We do
not love a land that has no People”. The
above was a reminder from him of the
dangers of pure militarism and the needless
suffering that it imposes on a people. He
was of the conviction that arms should be
wielded not for the sake of arms, but as an
essential component of a broader politico-
military strategy which in turn should be
subordinated to the ultimate objective of
long-lasting peace that is just and rational.

Comrade Nabha and our party faced yet
another problem which, in a way, typify a
stereo-typed image of a party or organisation
that is committed to fundamental social
transformation. Comrade Nabha and our
Party were branded by certain vested
interests as “Communists” who were
committed to the creation of a “totalittarian
dictvatorship” that would dismantle
democracy and demolish places of worship!
Llttle did they realize, or did not want to
recognise, that Comrade Nabha symbolized
all accepted norms of democracy. From the
inception of EPRLF and till his last breath,
he persevered and succeeded in introducing
and inculcating democratic principles into
the Organization. He condemned any action
that violated democracy. Similarly, we were
the only ones who consistently opposed the
murderous pursuit of hegemony by the
LTTE. Comrade Nabha was determined to
ensure pluralism and freedom of expression,
while combatting the tendency introduced
by the LTTE, which sought to subjugate its
own people through terror and relegate
them to the status of mute observers.

Comrade Nabha organized mass protests
against such tendencies within the national
movement.

An allegation that has been levelled against
the EPRLF, particularly during our tenure in
the North-East Provincial Government, is
that we were responsible for numerous
murders. What is not conceded is that we
did not deny to those who were levelling
these charges the right to do so. However,
we are not prepared to be apologetic about
having taken tough action against fascists.
We started functioning against the fascist
LTTE who needlessly precipitated a war
against its own people, for its own narrow,
sectarian goals. In essence we struggled to
protect the fundamental democratic rights
of our people and to prevent them from
being engulfed into a vortex of calamity and
destruction.

Hence, we were only following the broad
guidelines, certain mistakes were made by
us-but these are mistakes that we have
leamnt to rectify through self-criticism. We
leamt a lot from Comrade Nabha. He was
not a learned scholar in the conventional
sense, but he possessed clarity of thought
and far-sightedness that was unique. He
explained to us in simple language the
problems facing our people and as to how
they could be freed from their servitude. He
constantlyreminded us that” we must impart
to the people what we leam from them, but
in a manner that would raise their level of
consciousness. “He lived the life and the
tasks that he advocated. He was one with
the people. He was also one with the
cadres. He symbolized the true essence of
“Comradeship”. He never engaged in a
discussion or argument for the purpose of
demonstrating his knowledge or political
acumen. However, I have personally
witnessed him engage in long discussions
with our comrades. This he did for the
purpose of politicizing the cadres and
imparting to them the art of waging a mass-
based armed struggle.

It is a common observation that Comrade

Nabha does not speak muich. True. th;t
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when he did have something to say, it was
invariably deep and profound. He excelled
in crisis management and had the knack of
taking bold decisions at the appropriate
moment. At the same time, he had the
capacity to convince our Comrades as
regards the necessity of taking certain
decisions by explaining the process through
which he arrived at these decisions. He also
gave due importance to the views and
opinions of other comrades, irrespective of
their rank within the Party.

The role played by Comrade Nabha and the
EPRLF in the history of the struggle of the
Eelam Tamils cannot be quantified. From
the inception Comrade Nabha gave priority
to forging unity. The formation of the
‘Eelam National Liberation Front (ENLF) in
1984 comprising of EROS, TELO and
EPRLF and the incorporation of the LTTE
into the united front in 1985 was primarily
due to the efforts taken by Comrade Nabha.

It was as a result of these efforts that the
representatives of the Tamil-speaking people
were able to speak with one voice at the
Thimpu Peace Talks. At the same time,
Comrade Nabha was not content with unity
merely at the level of the leadership. He was
particular that.all unity moves must filter
down to the base. In this regard, Comrade
Nabha stressed on the need for political
classes to our cadres on unity and the
problems that such efforts would encounter.
Unfortunately for our people. the LTTE
saw unity purely as a tactical ploy and
concentrated instead on paralysing the united
front from within as a means of establishing
its own hegemony.

In addition, by launching fratricidal attacks
against the other organizations the LTTE
only succeeded in weakening the Eelam
resistance.

Comrade Nabha was particular that efforts
at unity should not be restricted to only the
forging of a Tamil - Sinhala secular,
democratic and left consensus and effected
a programme for this purpose. He also
identified the the plantation Tamils as a
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crucial component of this programme. He
took pains to explain that we were not mere
separatists or Tamil chauvinists. To him the
emancipation of a section of the people of
Sri Lanka was not possible without the
emancipation of all oppressed sections of
the Sri Lanka society. He was emphatic in
his condemnation of the massacre of
innocent Sinhalese civilians by certain Tamil
Organizations. By establishing contacts with
the Sinhala left and the progressive
intelligentsia, Comrade Nabha emerged as
a crucial pivot linking the progressive
tendencies within the Eelam resistance with
the left, social democratic and working class
movements in the South.

Comrade Nabha was also particular about
giving due recognition to the aspirations
and apprehensions of the Muslims and the
Upcountry Tamils and formulated a
programme that would grant them
autonomous councils. He viewed the
plantation Tamils and the Muslims as national
minorities within the broader Tamil
nationality.

Comrade Nabha was a true internationalist.
He proclaimed that the Eelam National
Llberation Struggle was also an anti-
imperialist struggle and a struggle for world
peace. He maintained close contacts with
the Palestinian Resistance, the ANC, the
Sandinistas and the Polisario. He extended
the full solidarity of the Partyto their struggles
and, in the process, eamed their support
and respect for the Eelam national
movement.

At the same time, he established contacts
with the socialist bloc. In,India, he played a
crucial role in eaming®the respect and
solidarity of the left and other progressive
forces. In Tamil naduComrade Nabha made
numerous friends within the literary circles
and the pragressive intelligentsia.

Above all, Comrade Nabha was convinced
that the support of India was necessary for
the Eelam Tamils to live with self-respect
and dignity. He also believed that the anti-
imperialist orientation of India’s foreign
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policy would serve the lager interests of
those forces in Sri Lanka which stood for
peace, democracy and social progress. On
this basis, Comrade Nabha concentrated on
winning the support of the Government of
India as well as the broad spectrum of the
Indian Policy.

The decision taken by Comrade Nabha and
the EPRLF to support the Indo Sri Lankan
Accord derived directly from our perception
of the wider interests of our people. as well
as that of all Peoples of Sri Lanka. He urged
the cessation of needless deaths and
destruction. He craved for peace, democracy
and freedom for his people - and he saw in
the Indo - Sri Lankan Accord immense
possibilities. However, the parochial and
sectarian approach taken by the LTTE and
the Sri Lankan Government, backed by the
use of force undermined these possibilities.
It is due to the guidance of Comrade Nabha
that the Provincial Government had the
courage to assure those powers, that were
denied to them by the Centre. The Provincial
Government, although systematically
undermined and subsequently destabilized
by the LTTE and the Colombo regime has
laid a foundation that history will one day
recognize.

MY tribute to Comrade Nabha would be
incomplete if I do not say a few words about
my personal association with him. I first met
Comrade Nabha in London in 1975. Since
then, and till his death [ remained his friend,
comrade and student. In 1977, I and some
other Comrades went with Comrade Nabha
to Lebanon to be trained by the Palestinian
Resistance. On completion of our training
programme we retumned to our land and

plunged ourselves into the task ot mobilizing
our people and creating a Revolutionary
Organization. -

During this time, we walked many miles and
shared many hardships. Hunger became
part of our collective existence. The dangers
that we faced came not only from the State,
but also from anarchic tendencies within
the Eelam movement which resorted to
arms in pursuit of hegemony and as means
of settling political differences. It was
Comrade Nabha's firm resolve,
determination and courage which paved
the way for the resilience and inner-strength
of our Party and Organization. As a result,
Comrade Nabha earned the affection and
respect of all our comrades. These
sentiments were not due to fear or an
artificially created personality cult. What we
learnt fro him was immense. Despite his
premature and untimely death caused by
the LTTE who recognized his charisma and
leadership qualities and as therefore could
not let him live, we have a lot more to learn
from the life he lived and the principles for
which he died. The life story of Comrade
Nabha is also the story of our people and
our Party.

The fascists who have taken Comrade Nabha
from amongst our midst will soon realize
that in having killed one Nabha, they have
created many more Nabhas. They will soon
realize that the visions of Comrade Nabha
transcends time, space and body and cannot
be destroyed.

“Fascism may make short - term
gains, but History has shown that
there can be no victory for Fascism”.
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A PATRIOT MOULDED IN
ANTI-IMPERIALISM

A. Raghavan
Chief of Delhi Bureau,
BLITZ

It was shocking that he died so young. But what
elevated my spirit when I read the news was a surge
of memory that so many social reformers and
revolutionaries died so young.

I'had the privilege of meeting Comrade Pathmanabha
a couple of times in our office. His colleagues used to
communicate to us what was topical about the
Eelam struggle. Nabha, a man of few words,spoke
seldom, only when he must to stress a point. As a
journalist I had noticed the same tacilurnity among
some of those engaged in the Telengana armed
struggle.

As a student he took the same route as some of the
radical Indian leaders with whom I am familiar. To
London for study and then back to the barrack, not
to any berth, generally longed for by the middle
classes.

Tamil Eelam was very dear to Comrade Pathmanabha
butIfound in him not a trace of pan-Tamil racialism.
Nor was he an India baiter as some other Eelam
leaders have been. As a patriot moulded in anti-
imperialism, he could visualise and fight for a Tamil
setup in a larger framework. On this he differed from
many of his contemporaries. I imagine that it was for
this crucial difference of approach towards a Tamil
homeland Nabha had to die at the hands of
chauvinists of both Sri Lanka and Tamil Nadu. Even
a single meeting with him will convince anybody that
Pathmanabha, who headed a fighting organisation
like the EPRLF, was very modest in his personal
behaviour and extremely unassuming. So it was no
surprise tome that when the North-Eastern prévincial
council was formed he declined the offer of its chief
ministership.

I am convinced that the Tamils fighting for a place
under the sun in Sri Lanka will finally accept Comrade
Pathmanabha's perspective. In that event his
martyrdom may not have gone in vain.
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FIGHTER FOR A CAUSE

S.D.Muni

Professor

South Asia Studies
Jawaharlal Nehru University
New Delhi

It was a hot, sultry evening in June. When I answered the door
bell, I saw Ketheeswaran and Shanthan of the EPRLF standing
at the threshold. Behind them was a tall, well built young man
whose face reflected self-confidence, mixed with a decp-down
concem. Yes, he was Comrade Pathmanabha orcomrade.Nabha,
as he was affectionately called by his friends and associates the
leader and builder of EPRLF. I took a few seconds to recognise
him because he had shaved off his beard that used to give him
arobust revolutionary look. Despite his decision to shave-off his
beard, clearly an attempt to conceal his identity, he was more
than casual in his sense of personal security. This became
evident when he was assassinated in Madras only three days
after this brief meeting I had with him in my house.

Why was the LTTE gunning for him? The clash was certainly
more than that of personality or power ambitions. It centered
mainly on two points related to the approach towards the Tamil
question and its resolution in the Sri Lankan context. One was
regarding the LTTE's insistence on a political order that
allowed no room fordissent or pluralism. This was not acceptable
to comrade. Nabha and his EPRLF. For they stood for social
justice and equality for Tamil community in relation o the
Sinhalese, on the one hand, and to the deprived sections within
the Tamil society which had always been hierarchical ridden
with caste and status differentiation.

While both LTTE and the EPRLF agreed to on the nccessity of
armed struggle for liberating the Tamils and undoing their
discrimination in the hands of Sinhala chauvinism, they had
divergent perspectives on the organisation of Tamil polity and
society. The LTTE had no respect for democratic order and,
therefore, didnot hesitate in taking recourse to arms in silencing
any dissent against their pursuit for hegemony. The EPRLF
looked for a just, plural and democratic socio-political order for
the Tamils, This explains why comrade.Nabha though reluctantly,
was willing to work with the LTTE within the framework of a
democratic structure. Not only was the LTTE invited to contest
provincial council elections, but even later, the EPRLF was
willing to accomodate the LTTE representatives into the North-
East Provincial Council, so as to promote the overall cause of the
Tamils,
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A critical difference of opinion between
comrade. Nabha and his EPRLF, on one hand,
and the LTTE, on the other, lay in their
respective approaches towards Indiain securing
help for resolving the Tamil issue. The LTTE
sought to use India in a manner that was to
wider Tamil interests, as well as India’s own
security concems. Its primary motive was the
pursuit for absolute hegemony. That is why the
LTTE did not want to give the India-Sri Lanka
Agreement of 1987 a chance and even went to
the extent of taking to arms against the IPKF.
The LTTE also did not hesitate to join hands
with the Sri Lankan Government purely for
technical reasons of pushing out the IPKF and
humiliating India as a consequence. The LTTE
no doubt achieved its objective, but only at the
cost of larger Tamil interests, as the recent
developments in Sri Lanka clearly reveal.
comrade. Nabha, on the other hand, followed a
far more realistic and mature approach. He too
had been trained abroad and exposed to various
internationalist perspectives. But he realised
that it was in India alone that the Tamils of Sri
Lanka could find a committed well-wisher. In
addition, his own anti-Imperialist outlook
converged with that of India’s own anti-
Imperialist credentials. That is why
comrade.Nabha accepted the Indo-Sri Lanka
Agreement of July 1987, not withstanding his
reservations on some of its key aspects and also
notwithstanding his understanding that the
Colombo regime could not be trusted. His
commitment to India’s role in the search for a
long-lasting solution to Tamil question in Sri

Lanka was so deep that he willingly suffered
the humiliation of having to leave his soil and
live in exile as a refugee in India..

Itisindeed unfortunate that the political change
in India in 1989 allowed the decision-makers
in Delhi to ignore the vitality and significance
of the alliance forged by comrade.Nabha witl
India. It is a sad reflection on India’s politica
insensitivity that comrade. Nabha was brutally
killed on Indian soil and in a State ruled by
Tamils.

The on-going breakdown of all civilisationa
nomns in the North and East of Sri Lanka
arising out of the LTTE- Clombo war, shoulc
now lead Delhi and Colombo of recognising
the need forabalanced and far-sighted approact
adopted by comrade.Nabha and his EPRLF
New Dethi must start according dignity anc
respect to the EPRLF cadres stying in India
India must also impress upon Colombo the
need to take the help of the saner forces amongs'
the Sri Lankan Tamils, such as the EPRLF, not
in its so-called drive for eliminating the LTTE
but for impressing moderation on the LTTE
and for finding a respectable, just and viable
solution to the Tamil question. This would be
the best tribute that can be paid to
comrade.Nabha who lived, struggled and
eventually sacrificed his life for the rights and
respect of the Tamils, particularly the deprivec
and down-trodden among them.
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THE HUMAN TOUCH

I had returned home quite late that night
when the telephone rang. Ketheswaran
was at the other end. He spoke in his deep
sorrow voice trying to conceal his emotions
to the best of his-ability. “Have you heard
the terrible news? Comrade Pathmanabha
and several of our comrades have: been
gunned down and killed in Madras around
7PM this evening.” And then he narrated
the incident as he had come to learn from
his colleagues in the Eelam People’s
Revolutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF) in
Madras.

One could hardly believe him. It was
incredable that ‘Nabha’ as K.Pathmanabha
-the EPRLF Secretary - General- was known
to his close friends, and several of his party
men had been butchered in the city of
Madras, on Indian soil. Only the other day
he was at my place in New Delhi with
Khetes and Premachandran, the EPRLF
MP who has now succeeded Nabha in the
Party. I had offered him Bengali sweets and
he ate with relish. The same evening I had
taken them out for dinner and we exchanged
views on so many developments - from the
upsurge of democracy in Eastern Europe,
Nepal and Burma to thefar-reaching changes
in USSR. from the dismal scenario in Sri
Lanka to the unfolding events in this country,
and of course the frightening prospects of
yet another Indo-Pak war.

Nabha spoke little. But he was an intent
observer and listener. He had charming
face and used to sport a beard that he had
shaved off the last time I met him. What was
most striking was his magnetic personality.
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Sumit Chakravarthy
Editor, Mainstream.

He has always inspired confidence. And
aboveall, his sincerity of purpose was beyond
question.

A mass leader par excellence his live-wire
contacts with his people, especially in the
eastern part of Sri Lanka (in Trincomalee in
particular), endowed him with an
extraordinary popularity that stemmed not.
from the barrel of the gun but dedicated
service to the public.

Whenever he was in New Delhi he would
make it a point to meet all his friends and
acquaintances, young and old. I was
privileged to be among them. A man of few
words Nabha expressed himself through
the warmth of his embrace. It came as a
deep shock to all of us that, Nabha, who was
married only a year ago, should have his
promising life cut short so tragically in the
city of Madras from where his wife hailed.
Nabha was much more than a Sri Lankan
Tamil militant leader. It has the breath of his
vision that endeared him to different persons
who came in touch with him here. He was
always advocated close ties with progressive
Sinhalas while fighting for the legitimate
rights of the Sri Lankan Tamils. At the same
time he desired intimate relations with
democratic forces in India. He was the finest
embodiment of nationalism imbued with
the spirit of internationalism in the highest
humanist tradition.

We shall forever Miss. Nabha and always
cherish his memory. His tragic end should
spur us all to exert our maximum and call a
halt to the bitter fratricidal bloodshed in Sri
Lanka.

31



www.padippakam.com'

PHYSICALLY ELIMINATED
BUT POLITICALLY VERY MUCH ALIVE

G.G.Ponnambalam (Jr.)
General Secretary
All Ceylon Tamil Congress.

I have not had the occasion to meet the late Mr.
K.Pathmanabha personally nor to speak to him. Therefore,
this appreciation of Mr. Pathmanabha is, for that reason,
limited.

Mr. Pathmanabha was the leader of the Eelam People’s
Revolutionary Liberation Front, a recognised political party
of this country, which is fighting for the rights of the Tamil
speaking people. Even though politically we might have our
strong differences of opinion with the party which
Mr.Pathmanabha was a leader. We say that no party can
claim, even for a moment, to be the sole representatives of the
Tamils. We do not subscribe to Divine Right to Rule Theory.

We, thefefore, appreciate all the good efforts made by Mr.
Pathmanabha and his party for the liberation of the Tamils
from oppression.

Any party which has entered the democratic process has a
right to voice its opinion, and nobody has the right to silence
that opinion with a gun. Anybody who chooses the gun to
silence political opinion or opposition only proclaims to the
World his own lamentable inadequacy and bankruptcy to
eliminate his opponent politically. To this extent, therefore,
it could be said that though Mr. Pathmanabha has been
eliminated physically, politically he is very much alive.
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BAD COINS DRIVE
THE GOOD OQUT OF CIRCULATION

S.H. Venkatramani
Sr. Correspondent.

Comrade. K.Pathmanabha will go down in journalistic files
as the deceased Secretary General of the Eelam People’s
Revolutionary Liberation Front (EPRLF). The media is used
to scratching at the surface. After all, “Medium” is the
message.

But Mr.Paadmanabha - Comrade Nabha to EPRLF cadres,
Sri Lankan Tamils, and countless admirers around the world
was more than just a leader of a Sri Lankan Tamil militant
i group. In an age when expediency is increasingly becoming
the guiding principle in politics, here was a rare bird
committed to certain principles and a definite political
ideology. He was firmly moored to a leftist political philosophy
and wedded to the ideas of equity and distributive justice.

Unlike the leaders of other Tamil militant groups, Comrade
Nabha was not at all motivated by a desperate desire to carve
out a pocket burrough for himself. True, his EPRLF also
initially positioned itself as a group fighting for Eelam. But
Eelam, for Mr. Pathmanabha, was not a geographical area
to be physically liberated from the clutches of Sri Lankan
soldiers. It was a revolutionary political philosophy which
motivated him. And he always saw Eelam in the geo -
political context of the Indian subcontinent, unlike other
Tamil militant leaders who couldn’t see beyond the nozzles
of their revolvers.

Most Tamil militants didn’t know, and even now don’t know
to make the transition from the militancy to politics. But
here was the leader of a militant group who was first and
foremost a political ideologue, and who took to militancy as
means to subserve his political ideology.

In most political parties themselves, not to speak of militant
and guerilla groups, the ideological fervour gets diluted
down the line. This doesn’t happen with the EPRLF.
comrade. Nabha was able to keep the group knit by a shared
commitment to a common political ideology. And for all
that, he was unassuming and soft spoken.

There was perhaps an element of inevitability about his
falling a victim to the assassin’s bullets. In politics, as in
economics, Gresham'’s law holds: bad coins drive the good

out of circulation. And comrade. Nabha was sterling material.
33
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LTTE EXPLODES ITS
OWN CLAIM

Dr. Vickremabahu Karunaratne,
General Secretary,
Nava Sama Samaja Party.

The brutal murder of EPRLF Secretary General K.
Pathmanabha, Jaffna District M.P., V.K. Yogasankari,
North-East Provincial Council Finance Minister,
Kirupakaran and other leaders of the EPRLF by the
LTTE exposes the nature of the LTTE regime in the
North-East. It further explodes the claim of the Tigers
that they are the sole representatives of the Tamil
speaking people. If so, why on earth do they carry out
brutal annihilation of all those politicians who are
opposed to them? They want to become the sole
representatives of the Tamils in Sri Lanka not by
consent, butby ruthless repression of all other viewpoint,
in particular by murdering Left and socialist Tamil
leaders like A.K. Annamalai, Vijayananthan etc.

Tigers have created a new oppressive society where,
they have become the Brahmin ruling caste. Those
who do not submit passively to their dictatorship are
eliminated ruthlessly as ‘parayas’ who disobey the
lords. Itis the Premadasa regime which helped them to
establish total hegemony in the Tamil - speaking areas,
with Tamil leaders such as Amirthalingam and
Yogeswaran being murdered almost at the doorstep of
the Presidential palace. Premadasa wanted to make
use of the LTTE to stabilise his reactionary regime.

Now these two reactionary regimes have started awar,
with all the untold hard ship and misery it inflicts on the
Tamil speaking people in particular and on all working
people in general, with the intention of perpetuating
their powers separately.

The only way out of this endless misery is to overthrow
these reactionary regimes and to establish a
revolutionary Left Government capable of delivering
democracy, equality and the right of self-determination
to all nationalities.

Meanwhile, the present senseless war could well have
been avoided if the Premadasa Government had taken
meaningful steps to devolve powers on the North-East
Provincial Government in good time.
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HIS PATH IS A WAY FOR
PEACE IN SRI LANKA

Professor Peter Schalk
Uppsala University
Sweeden

TheTamil liberation struggle is like so many other liberation
struggles of suppressed people in history and all over the
world seemingly deemed to pass through a period of moral
corruption brutalisation and perfidy. During such a period
it is very difficult to reinforce the ideals of humanity and of
the original political ideas. Comrade Pathmanabha was a
revolutionary who had learned the techniques and tactics
of the armed liberation struggle in the Middie East and who
also applied them without hesitationin Lanka. But comrade
Pathmanabha always subordinated the execution of armed
struggle to his original political ideas and humanitarian
ideals. Armed struggle never became an end in itself for
him.

Three things I shall always connect with comrade
Pathmanabha, his humanism which brought him close to
the people and prevented him from participating in the
killing of Sinhala civilians, of his own comrades and drug
trafficking, and his political internationalism which resulted
in a practical co operation with progressive Sinhala forces
on a socialist basis. He had found a key, as to how to avoid
the trap of falling into Tamil chauvinism and into diluted
and rootless internationalism. This makes him a rare and
exemplary Tamil revolutionary. We are cdeeply indebted to
him to cultivate his heritage and to teach it to a younger
generation involved in the Tamil liberation struggle and to
the Sinhalese. It is also necessary that his heritage shall be
known to the Western world. I am deeply greatful to have
met comrade Pathmanaba , a greatt human being whose
path should be trod by those who want peace in Lanka.

LIQLILISGLD
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A Hero of our Epoch

M.K. Abbo Yusuf.

Former Transport Minister,
North East Provincial Governmeni.

It will not be an exaggeration if we claim that the humanity
that is at the threshold of the 21st century is exceptionally
weak, because it could not save the life of a great personality
like Comrade. K. Pathmanaba. Inspite of the remarkable
achievements of science and technology so far made in the
sphere of its socio - economic development.

Comrade. Pathmanaba’s death is an eloquent example of
the weakness of the development of human civilisation in
the recorded history full of stone age barbarism.

All those who are the contemporaries of Comrade.
Pathmanaba will admit that he was one of the historic
products of the present human development of an overall
nature.

itis the logic of history that confirms the fact that the wealth
produced by time, if used rationally will cause no destruction
to humanity. The evidence of the death of Comrade.
Pathmanabainthe cruelhands of LTTE's fascism expresses
the irony that the same wealth produced by time is equally
responsible for destruction too.

Comrade Pathmanaba, in very simple terms, symbolised
the human friendship in all it's warmth and charm. It is
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evidentwhen we proudly claim thatitis the
greatest achievement of life to be a
contemporary of Comrade Pathmanaba.

The eventful life Comrade Pathmanaba is
the lively expression of the grim
determination of all the comrades who are
selflessly gathering below the banner of
“Democratic Socialist Eelam” for uie
emancipation of our toiling masses. He
has left alasting impression of the stamp of
his life's truth on all of us.

The people who caused the death of
Comrade. Pathmanaba will come to know
the ferocity with which this death has given
life to a revolutionary that will be all out to
liquidate the heinous, gruesome and fascist
crime of barbarism that was exhibitted by
this death.

Comrade Pathmanaba was the product of
the struggle that later became the
inalienable part of his life and spirit. He was
such a firm believer in Marxism - Leninism
that made him to comprehend totally the
content and form of the present worldwide
democratic assault of socialism on
capitalism. He flawlessly anticipated the
future victory of communism over the total
collapse of imperialism and its

appendages.Though he spoke very little in
his short and sweet life, he achieved great
feats. He was a pilgrim with a definite
mission at the cross roads of our epochal
history leading all of us towards a victorious
struggle to establish socialism all over the
world, by saving our national struggle from
the influence of bourgeois nationalism. His
marriage to Comrade. Anandhi exhibhitted
his harmonious will to manure the pasture
of revolution with his wedded life and to
eradicate the influence of celebacy over
revolutionary struggles of our times.

By his childlike smile, his love that kindled
the feelings of all who got acquainted with
him, his relentless corporation that
influenced to work hard, his revolutionary
determination to face all the challenges of
our age, his understanding of the human
weakness, his ability to identify human
talents, his outlook that made him to love
all humanity by transcending all the barriers
of race, caste, language and religion and
by his wisdom in accepting the scientific
Marxist - Leninist ideology as the beacon
of our struggle, Comrade Pathmanaba has
become the hero of our epoch. He will live
forever in all our hearts in all its depth and
width inspite of his premature death.

LIQLILIGLD
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THE PRAGMATIC VISIONARY

I came to know Pathmanabha for the
firsttimein September 1984. Between
September 1984 and November 1988,
| recall having met him just twice or
thirce. Our conversation on all these
occassions had been limited to
expressing courtesies and
pleasantries.

it was only in November 1988, in
Trincomalee, that | had the opportunity
of speaking to him at length for the first
time. The EPRLF was then setto form
the first democratic government of the
combined North-East Province of Sri
Lanka. The Chief Minister- designate
A.Varatharajaperumal had already
contacted me to help him to find
devoted public servants who put head
the Ministries and Departments which
were to be set up for the first time and
to work in these Ministries and
Departments. Pathmanabha's
discussions with me revealed that he
had a clear understanding of the
problems of the day. He said, “We
wanted to ensure that the first
Provincial Council election was held
at any cost, because only then that the
Northern and Eastern Provinces which
together had been the historical
homeland of the Tamil speaking
people, will become a single
constitutional and administrative entity.
We never dreamt that we would be
called upon to form agovernment and
play a crucial role in the history of our
people. We may hold power for five
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Dr. K.Vigneswaran,

Former Secretary to the Chief Minister,

North -East Provincial Government

years, or perhaps for a shorter period.
Butwe wantto ensurethat a permanent
administrative structure is built up for
our people. We know that you do not
belong to the EPRLF or any other
movement. Nevertheless you havethe
political understanding and
commitment to serve our people.
Please help us to set up the
administrative machinery. Even if you
find an officer who is an ardent
supporter of theLiberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam, it does not matter as
long as he has the motivation to serve
our people.” This was the essence of
what Pathmanabha said. | was very
much impressed by his vision and
clarity of thought. His primary concern
was the people and not his own
orgnisation.

with much difficulty may, many public
servants were persuaded join the new
administration. One must appreciate
the fact that there was reluctance on
the part of many officers at the outset
on two counts, firstly. the uncertainty
that generally clouds a new institution,
and secondly, the reality of threats of
aphysical nature from certain quarters.
Nevertheless officers who felt that it
was their hour of calling to serve their
own people cameforward to help the
North Eastern Provincial
administration.

During the life time of the provincial
government, that is, from December
1988 to March 1990, | have had many
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occassions to come into contact with
Pathmanabha. On none of these
occassions did he make a single
request to administratively favour
anyone, least of all any EPRLF
member. Pathmanabhawasvery clear
in his mind that a new born
administration should not be
endangered by requests for political
patronage.

In March 90 Pathmanabha decided to
leave for India with his colleagues. He
became very disillusioned with the
V.P.Singh Government, which lacked
a policy on Sri Lanka. Pathmanabha
feared that an attitude of
‘appeasement’ adopted by the
Goyernment would result in lakhs of
innocent Tamils becoming refugees
and thousands of innocent Tamils,
Muslims and Sinhalese being
butchered. | had the feeling that
Pathmanabha was even more
disillusioned with his Indian Marxist
friends whom he had always looked
upon as his natural allies, particularly
becausethey had unreservedly hailed
the Indo-Sri Lanka agreement sighned
by primeminister Rajiv Gandhi and

president J.R. Jayawardhane. He
found to his dismay that his Marxist
friends were incapable of veering
primeminister V.P.Singh to look at the
problem of the Sri Lankan Tamils with
humane sympathy. However being a
pragmatic visionary he was waiting
patiently for better times . \

He was brutally assasinated in the
heart of Madras city on 19th June
1980. The assassins' bullets have
removed Pathmanabha from the midst
of his wife, colleagues admirers and
his people, atavery youngage. Yet he
had earned his place in the history of
the Tamil speaking people of SriLanka.
His place his only second to that of
S.J.V. Chelvanayakam who gave
shape to the distinct identity of the
Tamil speaking nation in Sri Lanka,
after a break of a few decades
Pathmanabha, in turn, by his bold
decisions ensuredthatthe people who
constitute that nation exersied their
authority over their homeland for the
first time in centuries.
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RECALLING ‘NABHA’

Walter Keller
Journalist,
West Germany

I was just reading the ‘Broken Palmyrah’ which was published by
some very courageous people from Jaffna, including Rajani
Tiranagama, the slain activist of the University Teachers for human
rights as the news came in about ‘Nabha‘s death. The ‘Broken
Palmyrah ’ gives an account of the political fratricide , gives an
insight into the brutal killings of the ‘Tigers’ with Nabha and his other
comrades, yet more members of another Tamil organisation have
perished . As an out sider of the struggle, but at the same time as a
permanent observer for the last 15 yearsI have first met Pathmanabha
a few years ago,when he was staying in India. Though, polically very
often not agreeing with his orgnisation, the EPRLF, I had very high

esteem for him as an honest and sincere man, fighting for a cause
without attaching that quantum of Tamil Nationalism or even
Chauvinism to his activities. In fact, ‘Nabha’ and the EPRLF were
one of the first from the Tamil movements to extend solidarity and
friendship to progressive Sinhalese organisations in the South of Sri
Lanka. And the EPRLF is probably the only militant Tamil group
without a record of atrocities in the form of killing Sinhalese civilians
in retaliation for Tamil killings by the forces. ‘Nabha’ was a humble
man - a man, who seldom whished to come to the forefront. And
vet, his leaderhsip was accepted by his followers. If not for him,
EPRLF would have broken up some time back: ‘Nabha’ held it
together. I shall remember him, the friend of mine, and wish to
extent my deepest sympathies to his wife and all his family members.
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The Importance of the Comman Man...

History and experience had proved
time and again that no struggle ever
will succeed without the support and
participation of the broader masses.
People, had never accepted any
movement as their own, if they are not
a part of it.

And no highclass thesis is necessary
anymore to bringout this truth.
Mammoth happenings that are taking
place in international political and
economic arena are so bold and so
clear that the ordinary (common) man
of the long suppressed class just
watches and understands them. While
the established intellectual fumbles to
understand the essence of these
happenings, it is not so difficult for the
common man to understand them.
Because they are a great movement in
which he is the main part.

The common man is becoming the
most important single factor in
everything that is happening around
the world. The world is truly becoming
the world of the common man.

Not only in the West and North,
everywhere it is happening. And in our
part of the world the new era had its
beginning long before great events that
are happening all over the world.

Yes, That was what Iunderstood firmly
when I came to know of a man with the
name Comarde Pathmanabha.

It is onething to enumerate the political

stand that Comrade Pathrnanabha had-

taken at several important turns such
as the question of organisation,
relationship between enthnic
communities and the question of
national liberationline, the relationship
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S.P. Arul Kumar
Frontier Science.

with India, unity between roJlitical
groups and formation of the Provincial
Council. One can easliy find, in that
dynamism, the political trend of this
decade. But it is the otherway round,
that another, simpler side of him that
is the most important side of this
common man.

Comrade Pathamanabha had been the
Secretary General, the fighter, the
organiser. But, above all, he was a
simple, extraordinary, common man.
It was that side of him which had so
widely displayed the modern trend of
our decade.

Comrade Pathmanabha, the common
people know of was just another
common man. In his eyes, he carried
the simple message of affection for
them. His smile carried compassion
that simply won their hearts. His
manners were easy, presenting respect
for everyone. And his presence made
their day simple any hopeful. And who
will ever forget those soft words? That
voice of a loving son, of an affectionate.
brother, aresponsible father? Comrade
Pathmanabha was the language of a
common man.

The suppressed people have no room
for abstract politics. Comrade
Pathmanabha, in that simplicity of a
common man, brought them, the
message of the future.

Comrade Pathmanabha, it often
occurred to me, had always been trying
to capture the depth of one’s reason.
And he never failed to gather a wide
spectrum of ideas from a thousand
different people before coming to a
conclusion. Once the decision was
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made, it seemed to have got
transformed into the most refined form
of command: the simplicity of a
common man.

And that simplicity was the exact
reflection of the political trend of our
decade. That simplicity of a common
man had brought together people of
different ethnic communities,
motivated people of different sections
to organise democratic platforms,
steeled the bondage between our
nations.

Itwas the same simplicity of a common
man that had brought together so
many, who were enemies otherwise.
Differences of opinion had made no
harm in his association with people of
varying views. That simplicity of a
common man bore the force of inspiring
the heart of everyone who are in the
forefront of the struggle for the
betterment of our society and of
motivating them to take a step further.
The ultimate result had always been a
new step ahead, taken by the struggling
society as awhole, in allits democratic,
social, proffessional and cultural
platforms. His simplicity made every
common man to feel and to take up his
part in the struggle.

It is surely not an exaggeration when
one says Comrade Pathmanabha had
taken special care in everyone. Once I
had been talking with one young Sri
Lankan Tamil, whom others explained
as a mentally deranged man. He
recalled how Comrade Pathmanabha
used to be very tough when it comes to
completing works given by him. I just
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asked the so called mentally deranged
man if he felt free when comrade was
not around. He immediately beamed a
wide smile and happily said, “No,
absolutely not. I feel extremely free
only when he is around to scold me for
not changing my pairs”. Now, I know
the meaning of tears.

Comrade Pathmanabha had been a
social force, the force that brought
together people of different nations.
And his faith in common people won
absolute. That marked the beginning
of the new era.

The cold war period is past receding
into the past. Gone it was, now the
international debate is on the question
of violence, its role in social struggle.
With the simple common man of our
world becoming the most important
single factor of our time, democratic
struggle of the people is becoming
decisive.

But imperialism will hardly realise it.
As it had always done, it is now trying
to immerse itself in fresh, false hopes
about its future. Irrespective of the
new tide of Histroy sweeping combodia,
Vietnam, Afghanisthan, Africa, the old
still remains here and there. They are
not a bulilder of future but symptoms
of withdrawal of a disease that held
mankind so far.

Dead he maybe, but Comrade
Pathmanabha can never be eliminated:
For common man could never be
eliminated.

Itis only the future of imperialism and
its means of violence that has become
obsolate.
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He had won the Death

S. Seshadri
Democratic & Human rights activisit

“In the Eelam struggle, we have lost hundreds of our cadres. We may have to
lose some more also in _future. We are prepared to sacrifice our lives if it is going to
ensure peace, democracy and freedom for the Tamil people”

Only few months before his death he was
declaring amongst his comrades at their
meeting held in Choolaimedu Office. No
body at that time took a serious note of
that, but prophetic words indeed, for he
had fallen victim within next few months to
the bullets of assassins who mercilessly
pumped scores of bullets into his tough
body. Some misguided Sri Lankan Tamils
became his killers made the tragedy even
more poignant. He has made a supreme
sacrifice touphold the just causes dearer to
his heart-an egalitarian socialist society in
Sri Lanka where people of all religions,
races pursue their faith in total freedom,
where all nationalittes be it Tamils,
Sinhalese, Plantation Tamils or Islamic
Tamils, in short, all communities live in
peaceful co-existence and harmony, each
enriching the others life style and culture
allowing noble thoughts to come from all
sides.

His great vision was followed up with a
determined effort on the basis of a definite
plan of action. By consciously building a
social base amongst the exploited sections
of the Tamil community, he integrated them
with the Tamil people’s just struggle against
Sinhala Chauvinism.

With this brutal assassination, I firmly
believe that the killers objective was not
merely to silence him and his fellow
comrades, but much more than that, that
is to silence an opinion, an ideology, an
ideology which was perceived as a threat to
their existence in the long run. This act
clea:ly exhibits the hollowness and

bankruptcy of their politics. .
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Hence a real tribute to comrade
Pathmanabha would be to uphold and
‘work much more vigorously than ever
to carry forward his ideals and adopt
his methods to solve the contemporary
problems confronting the Tamils, The
ideals he was pursuing was well
Jreﬂected in his decisions taken at
ivarious issues he and his EPRLF
comrades encountered during his life
time. This was unique, quite different
from that of the other Tamil groups
and at times it may be quite contrary

also.

Abriefreviewwill be helpful toreinforce
lour faith on the path charted by him.
|Of course a detailed and exhaustive
study alone will do justice to him and
to my conscience, the paucity of space
and other constraints restricts me to a
[-brief outline only.

'My acquaintances, with him dates back
|to the 70's when he was in Eelam
Revolutionary Organisers (EROS). The
smiling face, soft spoken but deep
‘thinking nature, intensive observation
‘combined with a vision emittinga sense
of confidence and sincerity of purpose,
Attentive listener, a down to earth
'practical person attachingno dogmatic
stigmas to his decisions are all some of
‘the impressive characters attracted
\me in my first meeting itself.

\Above all he was able to give a human
ttouch to every problems we had
\discussed. In the subsequent years I
ooffered myself too eagerly to work with
lhim as one of his close comrade-in-
-arms when he provided an opportunity
for me. With this rare privilege to my
ccredit, I would like to share some of his
thinking with the readers of this
commemo.ative issue,

His life was closely interwoven with
‘the historic events and developments
of his period. He was not a silent
spectator but an active participant in
'all these developments. '
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Born in 1951 was brought up by his
mother who inculcated moral values
in his very early childhood. He was
very fond of his mother till her tragic
accident death which happened only
few months before his own death. The
human values, the concern for the
fellow human beings in Pathmanabha
could be attributed to her influence.
His childhood and -youth passed
through a very turbulent political
period in Sri Lanka. To understand
Pathmanabha's social and political
commitments better we must know
the historical developments that took
place during his childhood and youth
period which had influenced the entire
youth in general and a socially
conscious Pathmanabha in particular.

Soon after the independence of Sri
Lanka, more precisely after 1956, when
Bandaranaike regime introduced the
Sinhala only act, the process for the
discriminating against the Tamils
started. Successive rulers, only added
fuel to the fire with their various acts
and deeds to this discrimination. Sri
Lankan politicians of all hues barring
leftists were in the rat race to get the
majority votes. Unfortunately setting
one section of their population against
another with a short sighted narrow
objective of getting votes, roused the
Chauvinistic passions amongst the
Stnhalese which was detrimental to
the interests of the Tamils. It has done
much harm to the unity and integrity
of Sri Lanka.

On the other hand the elitist Tamil
political leadership of Federal party
types were more interested in
parliamentary seats than giving an
effective leadership in the struggle for
the oppressed Tamil population. The
Tamil socicty was feeling isolated.
Successive Sri Lankan Governments
were more interested in scapegoating
the interests of Tamils to please the
Sinhala Chauvinists. Over the years
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the qualitative built up of this
unhealthy development in Sri Lankan
polity had precipitated with the
adoption of 1972 constitution and also
the introduction of the district wise
standardisation.

In Tamil society where the literacy
rate is high, and who are cultural
proud of higher education, the youths
were most affected by this
standardisation in the fields of higher
education and employment. But at the
same time, since the Sri Lankan
Government had opted for the neo-
colonial path for its development, it
has failed to create a local bourgeois
base with sufficient employment
opportunities. The education mills were
turning out more and more
unemployed youths every year. The
institutions of higher education like
universities were limited with few seats
only to accommodate the students
passed out of the school finals. Many
ambitious talented youths frustrated
with their future combined with other
socio-economic factors gave a
favourable climate for organisations
like J.V.P. These youths devoid of
political ideology and mass base
unsuccessfully conducted an armed
{nsurrection to capture political power
through the barrel of the gun.

Sri Lankan Government used thisas a
pretext to strengthen its armed forces
and thereby paved the way for massive
militarisation of the state. Sri Lankan
state, unable to counter the upsurge
adopted the dirty trick of diverting the
masses with the district wise
standardisation and paved the way for
anti-tamil pogrammes in future.

In the international scenario also, the
imperialist block led by U.S.
imperialism was facing defeat after
defeat everywhere. The oppressed
people, nation and countries were
liberating themselves from the yoke of
Imperialism, colonialism, Neo-

LIQLILIGSID

colonialism, racism and Zionism. The
victory of these struggles inspired the
youths world over. To cite an example
the victories of Vietnam, Laos,
Cambodia Cuba and Nicaragua are
noteworthy. The struggle of the
Palestinians, Africans in South Africa,
Mozambique, Zimbabwe also got anew
fillip and it intensified their struggle to
a higher stages.

Comrade Pathmanabha belonged to
the generation which wiinessed the
above mentioned important historical
events. Padmanabha and his like
minded friends were seriously
searching for an alternative political
course. They wanted to defend the
Tamil people through armed struggle
againstthe miltarised state machinery.
They formed an organisation called
Eela viduthalai iyakkam (Eelam
Liberation Organisation) in 1974. Its
political approaches clearly deviated
from the futile political approaches of
the traditional Tamil political
organisations. The uniqueness of this
is that the Tamil youths entering the
center of Tamil politics ignoring the
political role of the .elitist Tamil
leadership. In fact it was a forerunner
for various other militant Tamil
organisations that sprang up later.

The militaristic approach of ELO., lack
of experience, and other factors
attracted the state’s repression and
had to die a premature death. The
defeat of this experiment had thrown
out valuable experiences to comrade.
Nabha. In the later years these lessons
helped him to evolve a much more
refined and more practical approaches
in forming EPRLF.

The defect of the ELO experiment
evoked more determination for Nabha.
Due to the state repression combined
with his family pressure, he had to go
to London for his higher studies. There
his restless mind was preoccupied with
the problems of his people and wilss
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searching for an effective solution to
the Tamil people’s problem.

He used the opportunity of his stay in
London to get acquaintances with the
revolutionaries of various countries.
He was alternatively listening to their
views, bearing their positive and
negative experiences of their struggles.
Notable amongst them were African
National Congress (ANC) Palestenian
Liberation Organisaions (PLO),
SWAPO., Polisario and Eriterians.
These interactions not only helped him
to learn their experience but also to
enlarge his world view. comrade
Nabha’s Gradual progression from a
humanist to a Nationalist, from a
Nationalist to a Revolutionary, from a
Revolutionary to a Marxist- leninist
took place during these period only.

During Eelam struggle days he was
able to look at the struggle with an
international perspective. He
considered the Tamil People's struggle
as a part of the overall revolution of the
entire Sri Lanka for an egalilarian
socialist society. He had a clear
perception that the Eelam Tamils
problem could be solved only with

a broad alllance of the left and
democratic forces of Sri Lanka. He
consclously worked for that.

This political foundation helped him
for his firm line in the later years, when
the imperialist intrigues and Zionist
conspiracies were visible with the
involvement of Israeli Mossad and Anti-
India baits by the vested interests who
were opposed to the struggle of the
Tamil People. To day other groups who
were not able to see beyond the
Geographical limitations of Eelam had
fallen prey to these Imperialist - Zionist
traps. More relevant is attached to it
now as the revelations are made in the
press about some Tamiil groups being
helped by the Mossad in Guerilla
warfare.
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The pinch is at present felt by the
Muslim population who are being
mercilessly killed every other day by
the LTTE Terrorists. Pathmanabha
during his life time was able to prevail
upon his cadres and organisation
against this senseless killings. He and
his organisation not only desisted from
this type of killings but also condemned
such actions carried out by other
groups in an unequivocal terms. To
cite an opt example is his condemnation
of LTTE's Anuradhapura Massacre
TELO’s 86 attack, and EROS (curiously
calling themselves Marxists) attack on
G.P.O in Colombo. Interestingly they
were all in the united front ENLF.
While condemning the killings of
innocent civilians while doing so he
adhered firmly to his principles and
notbothered about such condemnation
may embarras his U.F. partners. It
reflects his human value and the
concern for the human life. In this
respect he stood head and shoulders
above other Tamil groups in his love
for human life and ideals of humanism.

His interaction with various
revolutionaries all over the world
combined with his own experience,
helped him to learn more about the
“people oriented” politics. When he
severed his links with EROS, he was
guiding General Union of Eelam
students. He impressed the advanced
section of the students to go to various
sections of working people like
fishermen, rural proletariats, workers
and other oppressed sections of the
Tamil Community. He integrated these
sections into the Eelam National
Liberation struggle.

He considered plantation Tamils and
Islamic Tamils as a component part of
the Eelam liberation struggle, while
other groups preferred to ignore this
section. He was able to take up the
issues of the plantation Tamils in
Thimbu Talks also. During 70’s during
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his stay in India, he was instrumental
for the formation of various repatriates
organisations. His view about Srima
Shastri pact was very clear. His firm
view was that the pact was concluded
without the consent of the plantation
Tamils and was not acceptable to him.
He offered to accommodate the
repatriates in Eelam.

To cite an example for his persistence,
is the bringing out “EELAM NEWS”
regularly. During his stay in India in
the early 80’s he was taking personal
care in bringing out the magazine.
“EELAM NEWS” was the regular link
with kis innumerable friends in India
and abroad. He may forgo his food
expenses and at times he had spent
days without food to save some money
for printing and despatcning this paper
on regular basis. We used to admire
his persistence in spite of so many
odds he had encountered. He was firm
in bringing it out periodically and
regularly.

In the later period of degeneracy of
various Tamil groups, lot of unhealthy
tendencies developed. He was
vehemently opposed to such
tendencies. One such tendencies is
the killing of their own cadres whenever
the leadership confronted a difference,
of opinions. The notorious ‘torture
chamber’ ‘death traps’ organised by
other groups was Vehemently opposed
by him. Another tendency is military
adventurism of heroic personals

leaving the people as silent spectators
and at times a mule submissive slaves.
These groups used the gun point to
make the people submissive to their
wishes.

The other tendency which was opposed
by him was various anti-social activities
carried out by other groups in the
Indian soil like selling drugs,
kidnapping and similar other anti-
social activities.

Comrade Nabha was very clear and his
party condemned these tendencies and
also guarded his party from such
infections. He has bequeathed to the
society a healthy organisation.

Today comrade. Nabha, a rare
personality commited for great ideals
is no more with us, but he had lived as
a living symbol and shown the course
for all of us.

By Killing Nabha, the killers have killed
only his physical body. The values,
ideals comrade Nabha professed in
his life time is living with every one of
us. Especially amongst the EPRLF
Comrades. It will live for ever. It cannot
be extinguished by bullets or by any
other force. With his living he had won
the death.

Let me conclude this brief write up
with an opt poem from ‘Githanjali’ by
Rabindra Nath Tagore. This poem
comes to my mind whenever I think of
Com. Pathmanabha. Let me share it
with the readers.

“Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high;

Where knowledge is free;

Where the world has not been broken up into fragments by narrow domestic

walls;

Where words come out from the depth of truth;
Where tireless striving stretches its crms towards perfection;
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way into the dreary desert

sand of dead habit;

Where the mind is led forward by thee into ever-widening thought and action -

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my Country awake”.
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70safir LIPLUGEID Swwepal QTpsaSERrCLTS/
Life during underground period ‘

unsG ghieoamerws &isasue)

While Crossing Palk-Strait

LIQUILIGLD




www.f)adippakam.com

wirsgeowr Fseou Csigad) UgssngsLarCurs/
Campainuing at the Proviucial Council Polls.
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7218 SCLAUT Yl # JSTéy emiarevsHe)
@ .w.) Casmpisar ugwpaunr, Curssmsl, SCTwssFHrenr, HyYsLs
At the 72nd Anniversary Meeting of the October Revolution)
(L to R) Comrades: Pathmanabha, Yogasankari, Premachandran, Abuyusuf.
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Bakiens-BESw QULIGSSHer Liair ripsaafr ey selbss /g Caipiiev.
Eelam Peoples extents welcome, soon after the Indo—Srilanka Accord.
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Ay rimsar CEmgytd wh&er FpLILILIev
Meeting with the People in the Villages.
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FpuCurme) L Bipss BuwmrRxaler SQuSHeaTeng s F5H S5/
NS QIpmIRuwCLIm).
Consoling the families of the Martyrs who had laid their life
for Eelam Struggle.
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wreyL gengCu CphAgsmir/
L MFQFAT Q5 PV
ST e/pair wapsSTGu!
Loved all Children but left without one.

LIQLILISLD



www.padippakam.com

- o CS T s T oE

= f 2 L ..
s "-k f.'}'-'“". 'l"s'-

wenerall Yo Lu er (10-04-1989)
With his Wife Ananthy (10-04-1989)
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@) emwngg/ari, wamarel, W, HYEHT, BE®IUL 6.
(L to R) With Brother - in- Law, Wife, Mother and Sisters.

smwafler FuwsHflawsaln (Farour 1989)
Performing the last rites to his mother (Nov.1989)

LIQLILISLD



www.padippakam.com

WEEAT GapEmars; CHL ensulled .
Hearing People’s Grievances. ..

L

{
.. =
c.n—-_"t:m
: i

SLCu KevrerwTSE . . .
Immersed in his duties. .

. A
TG S, Vi) Seitaisie DA sieein Gepiphiliirg
At the funeral of ‘his beloved comrade P Ramamoorthy
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