
t-.*vii St*nfl tJulKwito wire failed In a clatri
Gsvernmont troops wtw wore seTrcrilng for a taf vat-
tot hideout In the northern Jaffna peninsula, high
ranking security sources said.

Ona soldier was wounded hi tha clash yesterday
when militants fired at tho soldiers after tlwy ap-
proached the suspected hideout In Arlyalal, In the Jaf-
fna municipal area. The troops fired beck at the house
where the militants were hiding, killing eight separati-
sts before they fted the hideout the sources added.

Residents in the B^ea pa*d four women were also
.wounded In the exchange of fire and that they were
token to the Jaffna hospital for treatment—AFP.-

Air Force launches attack
MADRAS, Dec. 21.

The Sri Lankan Air Force has launched a massive
attack on the Jaffna peninsula and concentrated
machinegun firing In some places, according to re-
ports reaching the EPRLF here.

Helicopter gun ships were active the whole of yester-
day and their targets were the people at Arlyalal end
Columbuthurai. For over three hours this morning the

people at Kokuvll. Mantpay arrJ HrwracV were attack-
ed with machlnegune and bomto. There WM an air at-
tack around noon on Velvatttthiral. Myillddy and thf
' coastal areas. ;' v • ,'.

EPRLF sources said the exact number of casualties. •
was hot known and the liberation organisations had
taken up defensive measures, working In close co-
ordination with each other. LTTE, TELO and EPRLF
were engaged In Joint defensive operations et Suthurna-
lal against the attacks by commandos who had been
dropped by helicopters. The Eelom radio of EPRLF
had started special broadcasts end the liberation or-
ganisations had Issued a call to the Tamils to take pre-
cautions and safety measures. • —

ENLF leaden for Delhi- Top leaders of the Eelarn
National Liberation Front (ENLF), consisting of four
Tamil liberation groups, hove gone to Delhi for talka
with the Foreign Secretary, Mr. Romesh Bhandari. ft Is
likely they may also meet the Prime. Minister. The
Tamil Nadu Electricity Minister. Mr. S. Ramachandran. .
who is liaising between {he Government of India end
the various Tamil liberation groups, has alao gone to
Delhi to participate In the talks.
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Lanka Air Force
shells Tamil areas
Maidraa, Dec 21 (UNI) — The Sri Lankan
Air Force today launched a massive air attack
on the Tamil civilian population in the Jaffna
peninsula today.

A spokesman of the EelacnPeopV* Revolu-
tionary Liberation Front here said helicopter

?;guc3hips .bombarded several village* between..
0600 and0900 hours and againafter lOOOhouri.'I?
The villages 'attacked included Ariyalai.
KokkuveV ManipaL Thavadi, Point Pedro
Myiitti and tome coastal village*, the cpoke*-
t&&n aaid.

. < • • . The number of casualties was not immedi-
ately known. He taid it wa* the first air attack
on the Jaffna peninsula after tha air strike* In
the eastern province last month by the Sri
Lankan security force*. . . . . • . . . ; , r • • • ' . :

., v Eight dead: Eight Tamil raflitanU were'
killed in a ota&h with Government troop* who

• wen searching fora teparatut hideout in north-
ern Jaffna peninsula, high ranking tecxirity

. lourcca a«id, reports AFP frotn Colombo, .'>'.'•*)
"-'• • • • • - • • • - • • • • • . - - .... •;•' , ;, - Jr..:litJ
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By RrrA SK.n«LSTTAN
COLOMBO, Dec. 21

Eight pcrsorrt were lillcd in *
flujhing out operation bv the xccur-
ity forces *i » Kidcfnu of the LTbcr*-
lion Tigers of Tamil E«lam (LTTE)
in Anviic, Jaffna, on Frk!»y
evening!

Six of tho*e who died were ex-
trcmisti. the tv-o others — 16-year-
old Indran and a friend of hU. Ann.
were caught in the filing line »nd got
killed.

The raid was conducted with belt-
copter »uprx>rt.

According to unconfirmed re-
ports, four w*»men pciscfi?cr»

j travelling in i mini-bus from Ja l i n j
to Chtvscachcri. on jeeinc the fir-
ing, got off the but and darted

running. They were injured In th«
f i r i ng and admitted to the Jaffa*

.
Air fcK*du contln»«! trt»cWn«gurt

Attack! on Umlli by helicopter-
hcme Sri L a n k n n troojvi confintKd
fo* lh< second dav on Suturday hi
northern Sri Lank*, according to
the Eclam People's Information
Centre in Madron.

Mf'IC wio1 the attack* which wrrc
mounted from mere than 15 Mi-
coplcn, h»d kft «ev«ral dead. Kok-
kuval. Th«v»Ui antJ M»nlp«i area*
»xre attacked for nearly chrre hour*
in the morning »n<J Valvetfrthurai,
and M a i l j t t i area* came under
• ttnck in the afltrnoon. The attack!
by the air-home troops were re-
ported to be coatinuing till late in

the evening. An attempt feV
troopj to land at Sudtimal*l'; _
foiled by EPRLF. TELO and LTTE

bwtenbp: Mc*riwhite,
fiVc men on a fishing bont. indudin^'
IK driver, were beaten up by. th£ SrH
Lankan nav^ pcraonncl near Kach*
chativu after Intctcepting the;poat|
on fridfty night, according to repViti
reaching Madiirai. , ? .

Tlic men returned lo thcfc
with mWor injurici'irid r*porYe
the AAsiitnnt Director of

The Sri Lankan iuvyme
ly tt«ok awny from them 15 kg
prawn* worth about R*.' 2,000.

On Thursday last, two men o
Indian fijhing boat were kswu
near NeUunthmi, the rcporti feii
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